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PREFACE. 

THE  great  importance  to  all  nations 
and  people  of  the  moft  extraordi- 
nary Revolution  which  ever  yet  marked 
the  various  hiftory  of  mankind,  a  Revolu- 
tion which  has  already  produced  effects 
that  arc  fenfibly  and  unfortunately  felt  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  which  is 
ftill  capable,  in  its  poflible  confequences, 
of  mocking  all  calculations  framed  by 
wifdom,  or  founded  on  experience,  with 
refpcdl  to  their  extent  and  duration,  has, 
in  our  prefent  Work,  called  forth  our  ut- 
mofl:  powers  of  diligence,  enquiry,  and  at- 
tention, to  trace  and  delineate  the  circum- 
ftances  attending  fo  great  and  fo  lingular 
an  event.  Nor  was  this  by  any  means  an 
eafv  tafk.  For,  thouah  the  fources  of  in- 
formation  were  beyond  all  example  and 
meafure  redundant  a^id  voluminous,  yet 
they  poffelled  properties  little  favourable 
to  the  formation  of  hiftory  ;  being  gene- 
rally framed  aT^^d  calculated  merely  for  the 
purpofes  of  mifreprefentation  and  decep- 
tion ;  their  variety,  contradictions,  and 
number,  all  tended  to  increafe  the  difh- 
cuity  of  difcovermg  the  truth.  From  fach 
heaps  of  inert  or  doubtful  mi^er,  where 
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the  clearing  away  of  whole  bufhels  of 
chaft,  was  frequently  not  rewarded  by  a 
iingle  feed  of  wholefome  grain,  we  have 
endeavoured  to  comprefs  within  the  nar- 
row compafs  of  our  prefcribed  limits,  fuch 
an  abftracl  of  the  Hiftory  ot  the  French 
Revolution,  as  we  truft  will  not  prove  un- 
acceptable or  unfatis factory  to  the  Public: 
requefting  our  Readers  to  bear  in  mind, 
that  it  would  require  an  ample  folio  vo- 
lume: to  do  full  juftice  to  all  the  parts  of 
which  we  have  here  traced  the  outline. 

The  time  and  room  taken  up  by  this 
momentous  fubjedk,  has  of  neceffity  pre- 
cluded our  entering  into  the  detail  of  other 
foreign  tranfadions,  which,  in  the  ufual 
ftate  of  things,  would  have  been  deemed 
objeds  of  principal  importance.  The 
conclufion  of  that  ferocious  and  bloody 
war  between  the  great  powers  of  the  North 
and  Eaft  (of  the  opening,  and  progrefs  of 
which,  through  the  two  firft  campaigns, 
we  gave  fo  particular  an  account  in  our 
preceding  volumes)  fliall,  with  the  death 
of  the  Emperor  Jofeph,  and  fome  other 
matters,  form  a  retrofpedive  article  in  our 
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CHAP.        I. 

P.etrofpeHivs  'vievj  of  the  affairs  of  France  to-xvards  the  clofc  cf  the  year  IjSg. 
State  of 'Poi-is,  oudden  and  frequent  re--voluticns  in  the  gc-uernment  and 
conjiiiution  of  that  metropolis.  Body  cf  ekz:ors  appointed  fr  the  prefnty 
tofi'.pply  the  place  of  the  former  regal  and  municipal  authcritiss.  Laudable 
conduct  cf  the  eleitors,  and  great  benefits  deriued  from  it,  in  prefer'ving 

fome  deg^ree  cf  order  and  peace  in  that  city.  Incidents  ix;hicb  led  to  their 
heing  expofcd  to  imminent  danger,  through  the  caprice  and  the  fifpiciou; 
difpofetion  of  the  people.  Seemingly  appreken/iije  of  this  change  of.  temper, 
they  had  the  fortwie  previoujly  to  fccure  a  retreat,  by  inducing  the  people  to 
ele^  1 20  deputies,  --who  n,<:ere  to  be  their  temporary  fucceffors.     The  divi~ 

f.on  of  Paris  into  f.xty  dijlriSls,  for  the  better  ccnduJling  cf  the  late  elec- 
tions for  diputies  to  the  fates,  produclive  of  many  confcqi'iences  favourable 
to  the  revolution,  as  ivell  as  to  the  ejiablijhment  of  form  and  crder.  In 
each  of  thefe  dijirifls  general  ajfemblics  --vuere  held,  'ivhofe  refclutions  carried 
the  cjfctl  cf  la'TXS,  and  the  mo/}  fo-jereign  acts  cf  authority  for  the  govern- 
ment cf  the  dijlrict,  'were  dfpcnfd  by  its  o-vn  adminif  ration.  Thus,  Paris 
auas  rather  to  be  confidered  as  a  confederacy,  ccmpofed  of  f.xty  independent 
democratical  republics,  than  as  one  com?7ion~Mep.lth.  A  fev:  dimagcguct 
aftime  the  lead  in  all  thefe  difricls,  and  being  fupported  by  the  lovjer  order s, 

fcon  oblige  people  cf  character  to  abfent  tkemfl-jes  from  theCe  ajfemblics, 
Infances  of  the  ncifc,  diforder,  and  tumult,  ivhich  prevailed  at  thefe  meet- 
ings. Ne^v  republican  clubs,  v:ho  have  their  appendnn:  fcicties  in  every 
tcnvn  cf  France,  fcon.  become  riilers  cf  the  mobs  and  dcmagcgucs-  of  Paris, 
»'id  at  the  fame  time  dicl^tors  to  the  national  rfcmbly.  Inliances  fnm  a 
\0L.  XXXII.  [^i  '  r^.j^icr 
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nurtter  of  credit,  that  falfehocds  and  forgeries  ivere  the  great  and  confant 
refoitrces  of  the  cabals  in  Paris.      Farijians  noted  for  credulity,  and  at  the 
fame  tine  for  the  extreme  fufpicioufnefs  of  their  nature.      Similar    injlances 
of  credulity  in  the  pronjinces.      The  excejji've  liberty  and  unbounded  licert- 
tioufnefs  of  the  prcfs,  a  poxvcrful  injirtmient  of  the  re-volution.     The  literati 
cf  Paris  etimaied  nt    20,OOC,  and  thefe  didated  to  the  re.Jl  of  the  nation, 
unaccountable  and   indefenftble  fupinenefs  of  the   mlnijtcrs,  ivith   refped  /• 
the  prcfs.      Strange  and  fatal  hlindncfs  of  the  tivo  frji  orders  of  the  fate. 
Famine,  as  a  ca^fe  of  general  difcontent,  another  po-iuerful  i-fijlrument  of  the 
revolution.      Real    or  imputed  conduit    of  the  duke  of  Orleans.      Natioiial 
affembly  ferioufy  alarmed  at   the  conflagrations  and  maf/iicres  ivhich  ivere 
fpnading  deflation  and  ruin  through  many  parts  of  tlx  kingdom,  the  nobi- 
lity /-f.'/.'o-  hunted  do^wn  like  -ivild  bcnjls  in  fe-ueral  of  the  pro'vinces.      This 
imprejion  of  terror,  produces  the  extraordinary  e'uents  of  the  i^th  of  Augujl. 
The  -v'fcount  Noailles,  and  the  duke  d^yliguillon,  make  fpeeches  in   the  af 
fembly,  in  --which  they  propofe  fubjhintial  rcdrefs  and  relief  to  the  peafantry, 
hy  relinquiflnng  and  abolijhing  thofe  parts  of  the  feudal  rights  and  duties, 
nuhich  lay  the  hea-vief  on,  or  ivere  the  moji  complained  of  by,  that  order  of 
men.     A  f^ddenfit    of  enthufafn  fpreads  at    once  through  tha  fzvo  ftji 
orders,  and  the  only  conteji  after  feemed  to  be,  -ivho  fliould  facrifce  the  mojlj 
and   Kvho  /hould  be   the  frjl  to    offer;  <while    the   cc:.>i?nons  feemed  lof    in 
ajiotripment  and  applaufe.     It  ivas  in  an  infant  decreed,  that  all  impofs 
fjould  be  equally  and  equitably  laid  on  ;  that  all  the  feudal  fer-uices  Jhould 
he  redeemable  at  an  equitable  price ;  and  that  perfonal  fr-uitude  f>ould  be 
4ibolifyed  for  e^ver,  'zvithout  any  pur  chafe.     Thefe  are  folloived  by  a  facri- 
fce  of  the  exclufve  rights    of  the  cha<.e,    of  f.fing,    of  ivarren,    and  of 
dove-cotes.     The   parijh  priefts    make    an    ofering   of  all  their  parochial 
terquifites,   and  the  beneficiaries  hind  themfel-ves  ne-ver  to  hold  a  plurality, 
Variou:  other  refolutions  paffed  on  the  fame  night,  each  of  ivhich  ivas  frofn 
that  moment  confdered  as  an  irre'vocahle  decree,  and  aftenvards  made  tBt 
foundation  of  a  formal  la-vj.     Affembly  decree  a  tnedal  to  be  fruck,  to  com- 
tnemorate  the  atts  of  this  glorious  night.     They  liketvife  confer  on  the  king 
'    the  title  of  Rcftorer  of  the  Liberties  of  France.     Solemn  1"e   Deum   cele- 
h rated,  at  ixihich    the  king  and  the   national  affembly  afif.     Aftonijhment 
and  difmay  of  the  clergy,  after  the  great  facrifces  -ujhich  they  had  'volun- 
tarily made,  upon  a  motion  for  the  fequef  ration  of  their  tithes.     Debates 
rene'wed  ivith  great  njiolence  on  the  follo-xving  day.      Caufe  of  the  clergy 
eloquently   and  ably  defended  by   the  Abhe  Sieyes.     In  general    they  fand 
firmly   in  fupport  of  their   rights.     Debate,   after  much  tumult,   adjourned 
late  at  ni<^ht.     Means  ufed  during  the  remainder  of  the  night,  and  the  morn- 
ing,   to  bring   over  the    heads  of  the  clergy  to  a  conjent.      Archbifjop  of 
Paris,  in  tht  name  of  his  brethren,  furrenders  all  the  tithes  of  the  church 
into  the  hands  of  the  nation.     His  fort  fpeech  on  that  occafon.      The  old 
'    tro'vincial  names,  difindions,  peculiar  rights,  and pri-vileges,  determined  to  be 
'■  abolijhed,  and  the  i<^hole  nation  confoUdated  into  one  cotnpad  body,  and  under 
'   one  equal  form  of  gJ>-v£rnTmnt.     Deputies  of  prinjileged  to^ns  and  difriils 
~    make  a  furrender   of  their  charters  and   municipal  documents.     Provinces 
ivhich  pc/fejjed  a  right  of  taxing  themfel'ves,  renounced  that  right  and  their 
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Jfafes  together ;  and  the  parliaments  -xvere  annihilated  as  'u.-ell  as  the  prO' 
"jincial  Jiates.  All  fees  and  taxes  to  the  court  of  Rome  for  ever  abolijbed. 
Some  ohferuations  on  the  precipitancy,  ivith  -ivhich  fxtem  Iwvus  of  ike  iitmoft 
?nome>it  -ivere  hurried  through  in  one  night ;  as  nvell  as  en  the  bad  effied  of 
paffing  laxus  by  acclamation,  hichdity  and  clergy  in  the  pronjinces  highly 
difcontented  n.vith  the  conduti  of  their  delegates  on  the  i^th  cf  A.tgiifl,  in  mak- 
ing Juch  t'aj}  facrifces  ^uiithout  their  conjcst.  Several  members  of  the 
afembly  like-ivife  repent  their  onan  concejfions,  ar.d  become  equally  diffatisfcd. 
Landed prnpr ill aries  at  length  take  up  arms  in  their  o-vjn  defence,  and  rc- 
prcfs  the  barbarous  ravages  of  the  peafantry.  Jiittg  appoints  a  nev:  minif- 
try,  iiiith  the  approbation  of  the  afcmbly.  Dijtrejfed  Jlate  of  the  public t 
through  the  failure  of  the  taxes.  Loans  attempted  and  fad.  Scheme  of  pa- 
triotic contributions  adopted. 


AS  the  city  of  Paris  already 
pollefled,  or  was  fall  advanc- 
ing to  the  pofTcflion  of  the  real  power 
and  authority  of  the  nation,  witnout 
a  dired  nominal  afl'umptioii  of  its 
goverKment,  and  the  exercife  of  that 
power  was  rendered  le!s  diftalleful 
and  invidious  to  the  provinces  and 
to  the  people  at  large,  by  its  pai- 
fing  through  the  medium  of  the  na- 
tional afiembly,  which  was  appa- 
rently refponfibL-  for  mcafures  in 
which  it  aifled  little  more  than  a  fe- 
condary  part ;  it  may  not  perhaps 
he  unneceflary  to  make  fome  in- 
quiry, how  that  nuchority,  which 
was  thus  paramount  to  all  others  in 
fo  great  and  extenfive  .an  empire, 
and  To  immenfe  a  population,  was 
itfelf  conllrufted,  regulated,  and  di- 
reded.  We  Ihall  likcwile  take  no- 
tice of  fome  corresponding  circum- 
ftances  and  caufes,  which  were  ei- 
ther overlooked  in  our  lall  volume, 
or  did  not  at  the  time  come  within 
our  knowledge,  bui  which  tended 
in  a  iefs  or  greater  degree  to  faci- 
litate the  accomplitliment  of  a  re- 
volution, which,  taken  in  all  its 
parts,  is  without  example  in  the 
hitiory  of  cultivated  nations,  and 
•f  long-ellablidied  governments. 

Jnthecourfe  of  about  three  weeks, 
ihat  vaft  and  turbulent  metropolis. 


v.'hich  was  deRined  to  give  the  law 
to  a  whole  empire,  had  undergone 
no  Iefs  than  three  revolutions  in  its 
own  conftitution  of  government. 
Having  in  tne  firll:  inftance  thrown 
off  all  eftabliflied  authority,  whether 
derived  from  the  fovereign  or  irCfVn. 
their  own  municipal  inllitutions,  the 
capital  feemed  expofed  a  prey  to 
everrf  fpecies  of  diforder,  violence, 
and  of  the  moll  unbounded  anarchy. 
In  this  alarming  and  dangerous  ftate, 
it  happened  molt  fortunately  for  that 
city,  and  probably  faved  it  from 
continual  fcenes  of  plunder  and 
mafiacre,  that  the  better  order  of  ci- 
tizens perceived  within  their  reach 
the  means  of  ellab'.ifhing,  at  lealt* 
a  temporary  authority,  whidi  might 
tend  to  preferve  order  and  to  arlbrd 
fecurity.  The  body  of  coniHtuenC 
electors,  who  returned  the  deputies 
from  Paris  to  the  Hate,  wc-re  of 
courfe  compoied  of  the  principa 
citizens  in  their  refpciSiiive  dillricts; 
they  amounted  to  about  three  hun- 
dred, and  luckily  for  the  capital, 
poirefied  in  a  high  degree  the  good 
opinion  and  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple. On  thefe  the  opulent  and  bet- 
ter part  of  the  citizens  immediately 
call  their  eyes,  as  capable  of  form- 
ing a  central,  effeftive,  and  what, 
with  any  other  people  to  manage. 
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might  well  have  proved  a  perma- 
nent body  of  magillracy.  There 
were  rufhcient  caul'cs  on  which.to 
found  this  expeilation  of  perma- 
nence ;  for  the  ele(^ors  were  in 
faa,  in  thdr-  fnvcral  dillrids,  the 
diretft  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
being  ,eleded_  by  them,  which  the 
deputies  at  ^'erfailles  <\ere  not,  they 
being  created  by  the  three  hundred, 
and  holding  a  very  remote  connec- 
tion with  the  people  at  large,  to 
whom  they  were  but  little  known, 
and  to  whom  they  were  not  bound 
by  any -.obligation.  It  was  however 
happy,  that  thefe  confiderations  ope- 
rated powerfully  upon  the  bulk  of 
the  people  in  the  firft  inflance,  thro' 
which  the  government  of  the  capi- 
tal was  for  feme-  days  carried  on 
fmcothly  enough,  and  the  authority 
of  the  new  magillracy  would  have 
Teemed  complete,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  thofe  occafions  of  murdy  or 
raaiTacre;  which  called  forth  the  fe- 
rocity of  the  rabble,  when  all  laws, 
government,  and  authority,  and  all 
refpeft  to  perfons,  were  trampled 
under  foot.    . 

Tiie  eleftors  were  too  fenfible  of 
the  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  and 
too  well  acquainted  v/ith  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  people  for  whom  they 
were  to  adl,  to  be  at  all  felicitous 
for  the  pre-eminence  to  which  they 
were  calied;  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  at  the  earneil  felicitation  and 
repeated  entreaties  of  the  mo.0:  va- 
luable part  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
that  they  ventured  upon  the  arduous 
tafic  of  governing  the  capital.  Their 
cc.iduft  was  fuch,  during  the  fhort 
continuarfce  of  their  power,-  as  to 
gain  the  approbation  of  all  the  fo- 
ber  part  of  the  civizens  ;•  and  for  a 
few  days,  the  applaufe  which  tliey 
received  even  from  the  rabble  was 
koundlefs,  and  the  merit  and  ira- 
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portance  of  their  fervices  were  uni- 
vcrfally  acknowledged  ;  nor  did 
their  Ihbfequent  conduit  aiford  any 
fair- ground  of  cenfure. 

But  the  natural  levity  and  Incon- 
Ibncy  of  the  Parifians,  their  grofs 
ignorance,  their  mortal  abhorrence 
of  fubordinatiop,  and  above  all, 
that  horrid  fufpicioufnefs  of  temper, 
which  induces  them  to  imagine 
treachery  or  villainy  in  the  molt 
indifferent,  the  moft  innocent,  or  the 
moll  praile-worthy  actions,  render- 
ed it  impcliible  for  any  man  or  fet 
of  men  long  to  preferve  their  fa- 
vour, or  to  condudt  their  bufmefs  in 
any  manner  which  could  afford  fa- 
tisfadiion,  and  which  would  not 
even  in  the  conclufion  be  attended 
with  imminent  danger.  We  have 
fiiewn  in  our  laft  volume  the  narro-v 
efcape  which  the  eleftors  had  from 
the  fufpicious  rage  of  the  muliitude, 
when,  on  account  of  the  imprellion 
made  on  their  humanity  by  Neckar's 
eloquence  in  favour  of  Bezenval, 
and  of  a  fimilar  difpofition  operat- 
ing on  themfelves  to  endeavour  to 
heal  the  bleeding  wounds  of  the 
nation  by  a  general  amnefty,  the 
rabble  conceived  thefe  a<5ts  cf  v/if- 
dom  and  virtue  to  be  fo  flagrant  an 
invafion  of  their  new  fovercignt}', 
and  like  other  defpots  not  enduring 
any  partners  in  power,  that  they 
were  on  the  point  of  carrying  their 
rcfentmentto  the  extremity  of  pu-' 
nifhment.  Indeed,  it  feemed  clear, 
that  notliing  lefs  than  the  fortunate 
and  inftantaneous  perception  of  their 
danger,  which  fcruck  the  eledtors, 
and  the  confequcnt  immediate  de- 
rclidion  of  their  feats  and  autho- 
rity; was  likely  to  preferre  their 
perfons  from  the  fummary  execu-. 
ticn  of  the  lanthorn,  or  their  houfcs 
and  property  from  deffrudion. 
.  Xt  feemed,    however,  as    if  the-^ 
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body  of  ele(rtors  had  cither  foaie 
previous  notice  that  the  tide  was 
beginning  to  turn,  or  that  th-jy  had 
fo  perfeft  a  knowledge  of  the  tem- 
per anxi  difpofition  of  their  new 
;nafters,  tliat  they  forefaw  to  a  de- 
gree of  certainty  the  event  which 
was  to  take  place;  for,  fome  days 
before  this  final  ifTue,  while  they 
were  yet  loaded  with  praife,  and 
that  all  fccmed  to  acknowledge  the 
importance  of  their  fervices,  they 
called  a  meeting  of  the  feveral  dif- 
triifls,  and  propofed  to,  and  fuic- 
ceedcd  in  perfuading  them,  to  eledl 
i20  deputies,  who  fliouid  conlHtute 
a  temporary  admin  ill  ration,  and 
who  might  in  the  mean  time  form 
a  fcheme  for  a  future  permanent 
municipal  government.  Nothing 
.could  have  been  more  judicious  or 
more  fortunate  than  this  mcai'ure. 
.When  the  day  pf  evil  and  of  danger 
"arrived,  the  new  adminiftration 
filled  up  the  chafm  which  their 
fiidden  dereliftlon  of  office  would 
have  made,  and  by  obviating  the 
confufion  which  mnlt.othcr'w/ife  have 
taken  place,  afforded  the  eledors 
4n  opportunity  to  retire  with  the 
Jefs  notice  or  obfervaiion,  and  to 
Veek  for  ftelter  and  oblivion  in  the 
ma.i's  of  the  people.  But  neither 
their  prudence,  caution,  nor  the 
timely  and  ugnal  proof  which  tlicy 
iiaJ  given  of  their  difinterefteducis, 
y.  ere  futHcicnt  to  preferve  them 
from  the  moil  virulent  invedive 
ftnd  abuie,  nor  from  the  dangerous 
cliarge  of  ambitious  defigns,  which 
they  dirc6tcd  to  the  prolongation 
and  incrcaie  of  their  power. 

AiJiOng.  ths  novelties  for  which 
(he  iace  ele^iions  of  deputies  to  the 
^t^s  had  given  occafion,  one  of 
t^e  moil  eilential,  and  which  was 
inuccd  prcdudi?"  of  confcjuences 
th^t  were  at  th;:  time  Uttie  Uiought 


of,  was  the  new  divifion  of  Paris 
into  fixty  dillrids,  which  then  took 
place.  This  meafure,  which  was 
intended  merely  to  facilitate  the 
eleftions,  held  cut  an  outline  of 
form  and  order  which  could  not  be 
overlooked,  and  which  was  turned 
to  great  account  in  tlie  fucceeding 
•  convulfions.  The  eafy  rrjcans 
M'hich  it  afforded  of  fummoning 
the  people  of  each  dillrift  to  con- 
ference or  action  upon  the  {horteft 
notice  was  inllantly  perceived ;  and 
the  committee  of  eledlors  '  whicli, 
in  the  begihning,  prefided  in  each, 
befides  introducing  habits  of  rggu- 
larity  and  order,  were '  the  means 
of  pafling  refolutions,  or  decrees, 
for  the  prefervation  of  internal 
quiet,  and  the  fecurity  of  .perfoji 
and  property!  By  this  means 
much  of  the  vi-olence  and  confufion 
which  mull  otherwife  have  taken 
place  was  prevented  ;  .and  to.  this 
caufe,  and  not  to  any  fiiperiof  vir- 
tue in  the  people,  (to  which  it  ha;; 
been  caufelefsly  afligned)  we  are  to 
look  for  that  appearanc.e  of  order 
and  government  which  was  ob- 
fervabie  at  the  commencement  of 
the  revolution,  and  for  fome  time 
after. 

.  In  each  of  thefe  diilri£ls  general 
a.Temblies  were  held,  at  which  every 
inhabitant  was  permitted  to.  fpeak 
and  vote ;  and  each  formed  per- 
manent committees  of  police  and 
adminifcration.  Thefe.  afiemblies 
framed  reiolulions,  which  carried 
tlic  force  and  elfeit  of  laws  in  their 
individual  dillrisEls,  and  ia  as  many 
others  as  they  could  -induce  to 
coincide  with  them  :  they  likew'ife' 
ifiucd  proclamations,  granted  pafl"- 
ports,  lloppcd  and  examined  car- 
riages and  p.-iffengcrs,  opened  pack- 
ages, anxl  were  beyond  meafure 
anxious  and  vigilant  in  the  e.\eici(b 
[./]  3    "  of 
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of  a  mofl  teazing  and  vexatious  ed  at  the  back  0/  his  chair,  and 
inquifition,  which  reached  to  every  when  the  noile  and  tumult  rofe  to 
thing,  and  which  nothing  could  luch  a  pitch  as  to  be  infupport 
evade  or  refi'l. 

Bat    the  abfence  or  lofs  of  in- 
flueftce  of  the  eleftors  was  foon  fol- 
Imved  by  tjie  depai-ture  of  every 
dep-ree    of   dscer.cy   and    decorum 
from   tliife  meetings.     It  has  been 
ailerted    by    creditable     obfervers, 
that  it  would  be  impoinble   for  a 
fiative  of  any  other  country  to  form 
even  a   remote  conception   of  the 
Tioiie  and  tumult  wlaich  prevailed 
in  thefe  aiTpmbljes;    and   tliat  the 
foreigner  v.'ho  could  for  any  length 
oftime  withfcand  the  prclllire  of  the 
former  upon  his  fenfss,  need  never 
give  any  other  demonllration  of  the 
fcundnefs  of  his  head,  or  the  tirm- 
nefs  of  his  nerves.     All  the  boldefl 
and  moft  impetuous  of  the  fpeakers, 
to  the  amount  fometimes  of  a  hun- 
dred, were  to  be  feen  at  the  fame 
inRant,  ftraining  their  lungs  Wge* 
ther,  each  endeavouring  to  drQwri 
the  voices  of  his  competitors,  and 
hoping    that    he    alone    would  hs 
heard.   Yet  this  contention  of  noife, 
this  confufion  of  voices,  fo  totally 


able,  and  that  all  his  ellorts  to  pro- 
duce order  and  filence  were  totally 
difregarded,  he  gave  the  fignal  for 
beating  the  di  um,  which  was  done 
with  iuch  vigour  and  effcd,  as  foon 
to  (werpower  all  other  noifes  ;  and 
tins  was  continued,  until  the  people 
fliewed  fome  f;gns  of  recovering 
their  temper  and  reafon. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  Paris  was 
rather  to  be  confidercd  as  a  confe- 
deracy between  fixty  diftini^  demo-. 
cratical  republics,  than  as  one  com.- 
monwealth,  or  as  adting  under  one 
fimple  form  of  government.  Each 
individual  diftiift  was  independent 
in  its  ovvn  adminiltration,  and  al- 
lowed no  fuperiority  of  diftinftion 
or  authority  to  any  other.  Upon 
fending  deputies  from  one  of  thefe 
departments  to  confer  with  or  make 
any  propofal  to  another,  it  was 
laughable,  if  not  ridiculous,  to  be- 
held the  mimick  forms  of  ftate  ce- 
remonial which  were  obi'erved  on 
both  fides,  the  deputies  being  treat- 
ed with  all  the  obfervance  and  ho- 


unintelligible  to  all  ilrangers,  was  nours  which  could  have  been  fliewn 
fo  far  underftood  by  the  furround-  by  one  fovereign  power  to  the  am- 
ine crowd,  whofe  organs  of  hear-  baffadors  from  another.  In  pro- 
ing  and  perception  feemed  endued  cefs  of  time,  a  few  of  the  moft  tur- 
with  powers  calculated  for  the  pur-  bulent,  noify,  and  generally  profli- 
pofe,  that  the  general  clamour  was  gate  demagogues,  became  the  lead- 
frequently  increafed,  or  the  jarring  ers  in  every  affembly,  and  leading 
difcord  of  the  haranguers  entirely  the  multitude  as  they  pleafed,  all 
interrupted,  by  the  loud  ihouts  of  power  in  every  department  came  by 
approbation,  or  the  deep  roar  of  degrees  to  be  virtually  lodged  in 
ejiecration  and  threat,  which  they  their  hands ;  while  the  ferious  and 
occafion'ally  drew   forth.     The  in-  better  part  of  the  citizens  abftained 


genious  device  of  one  of  the  prefi- 
dents  of  thefe  aflemblies,  will  per- 
haps afford  a  clearer  idea  of  the 
diforder  which  prevailed  in  them 
than  any  defcription.  This  man 
had  »  drummer  conftantly  ftation- 

4 


from  gluing  to  thefe  tumultuous 
meetings,  where,  befides  being  ftun- 
ned  by  the  noife  and  clamour,  they 
were  expofed  to  the  groffeft  infults 
from  the  lowefl  of  the  rabble. 
Thus,  by  degrees,  the  govern- 
ment 
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inent  of  a  million  of  people,  who, 
having  thrown  off  all  ellablilhcd 
authority  and  fubordi nation,  fancied 
thcrafelvcs  free,  and  who,  it  might 
without  much  hyperbole  be  faid, 
had  gone  mad  in  their  purfuit  of 
liberty,  became  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  few  hundreds  of  the  moll 
worthlefs  among  themfelves ;  men 
equally  denitute  of  charadler,  pro- 
perty, principle,  and  the  moil  com- 
mon portion  of  moral,  political,  or 
general  knowledge.  Thefe,  how- 
ever, naturally  became  the  inllru- 
ments  of  men  of  much  greater 
knowledge  and  capacity,  but  as 
Tittle  troubled  with  fcruples  or  prin- 
ciple as  themfelves.  The  new  re- 
publican clubs,  of  which  the  Jaco- 
bins became  the  moft  no^ed,  and 
who  had  their  dependent  focieties, 
ready  to  execute  their  orders  upon 
the  fhortell  notice,  in  every  town 
of  France,  were  compoled  of  the 
mofl  turbulent,  daring,  and  hot- 
headed men  in  the  kingdom,  or 
perhaps  that  exifted  in  any  country. 
Many  of  thefe  were  adepts  in  the 
new  philofophy,  and  all  of  th.?m 
fufficiently  learned  in  the  new  vi- 
fisnary  theories  of  government,  as 
to  be  capable  of  fpreading  confu- 
fion  and  anarchy  through  all  man- 
kind, fo  far  as  their  influence  or 
communication  could  pofnbly  be  ex- 
tended. All  the  republican  party, 
the  moft  vifionary  theorifts,  and  the 
boldeft  innovators  in  the  national 
aflembly,  became  members  of  this 
club ;  and  it  foon  became  the  fa- 
Ihion  that  all  laws,  all  meafures,  and 
all  bufmefb  brought  forward  in  that 
body,  were  firft  difculfed,  prepared, 
and  digefted  by  the  Jacobins,  whofe 
fanftion  was  the  fure  pailport  to 
fuccefs.  Being  thus  doubly  forti- 
fied, ruling  the   tumuUuouj  rabble 


in  the  fixty  departments  of  Paris 
through  the  inftrument?.lity  of  the 
demagogues,  who  excited  thsm  to 
whatever  pitch  of  outrage  and  vio- 
lence they  were  direded,  on  the 
one  hand  ;  and  governing  the  na- 
tional aflembly  itfelf  by  a  decided 
majority,  as  well  as  by  the  terror 
with  which  they  llruck  the  mode- 
rate party,  on  the  other,  their  power 
feemcd  to  be  unbounded ;  the  more 
efpecially,  as  it  was  extended 
through  every  part  of  the  nation  by 
their  deputies  and  emiflaries.  Thofe 
of  the  club,  whether  members  of  the 
aHembly  or  not,  who  were  the  moft 
violent  in  their  republican  princi- 
ples, and  the  moil  diftinguilhed  for 
their  invincible  animofity  to  mo- 
narchy in  all  its  forms  and  relations, 
which  they  detefted  fo  much  as  not 
to  endure  even  the  name  of  king, 
but  fubftituted  the  terms  defpot  and 
tyrant  in  its  ftead,  held  the  firrt  place 
among  the  Jacobins,  and  gave  the 
tone  to  all  the  reft. 

It  may  be  ealily  judged  how 
fmall  and  precarious  a  fliare  of  au- 
thority the  new  temporary  mani- 
clpality  could  hold  in  fuch  a  ftate 
of  things,  and  v.ith  fuch  a  people. 
Nor  have  any  of  the  changes  which 
have  fince  taken  place  in  that  ca- 
pital, in  any  degree  bettered  its 
condition,  either  with  refpedl  to  ge- 
neral government,  to  private  hap- 
pinefs,  or  to  perfonal  fccurity.  On 
the  contrary,  the  ancient  order  of 
things  has  not  been  more  com- 
pletely fubverted  with  refpeft  to 
public  affair?,  than  to  domeiUc  con- 
cerns, to  the  government  and' order 
of  families,  and  to  the  fevcral  du- 
ties and  relations  by  which  their 
members  were  connef^cd.  Men  and 
women  feemed  to  have  changed 
their  nature  j  and  both  i^xcs  with 
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all  ages  and  conditions,  to  be  thrown 
into  one  undiftirguifhed  mafs  of 
general  contuiion. 

It  appears  from  the  letters  pub- 
lifhed  under  the  name  of  Groen- 
velt,  who  fays  he  was  prefent 
when  many  of  the  trailfaftions 
which  he  relates  took  place,  (_and 
who,  though  profelll'dly  a  Crerman, 
was  a  great  admirer  of  the  revolu- 
tion, as  well  as  a  Arong  democrate 
in  principle)  that  falfehoods  and 
forgeries  werfe  the  conlliant  refources 
and  favourite  weapons  of  the  ca- 
bals in  Paris.  Some  of  the  in- 
flances  which  he  mentions  in  fup- 
port  of  this  aflertion  are  fo  curious, 
and  at  the  fame  time  throw  fo 
much  light  upon  the  hiftory  of  the 
time,  that  we  fliall  infer t  them.  In 
writing  to  his  fuppofed  friend  he 
fays,  "  You  cannot  form    an  idea 

of  the  impudence,  with  which  the 

moft    palpable   lies    are    publifhed 

and  propagated  among  the  people. 

The  moll    pofitive    aflertions,    the 

moft    minute    detail   of   h&i,    the 

ftrongeft  appearances  of  probability, 

are  made  to  accompany  the  groil'efl 

falfehoods.     Flefielles  was  the  vic- 
tim  of  a   pretended   letter,  which 

every  body  could  rep-at  by  heart, 

but  which  no   bod/  hac  ever  feen. 

Of  the  letter  which  is  the  only  evi- 
dence  againft  Bezenval,  there  are 

In  Paris  a  thoufand  copies,  but  no 

original.      No    looner  is    it   whif- 

percd  in  fonie  obfcure  corner,  that 

a  certain  monartery  is  a  magazine 

of  armsy  or  of  corn,  than  the  report 

fpreads     v/ith      rapidity,     gathers 


■vent  of  Montmartre  has  been  twice 
befet  by  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand 
men,  who  threatened  it  with  de- 
ftrudlon,  for  having  engroiled  the 
provender  of  Paris  ;  but  no  fooner 
was  it  fearched,  by  ccmmiflioners 
authorized  for  the  purpofc,  than  it 
appeared  that  it  had  barely piovifion 

enough  to  fupply  the  houie." ■ — ■ 

"  At  one  moment  it  is  affirmed, 
that  the  ariftocratical  confplrators 
have  thrown  a  vail  quantity  of 
bread  into  the  Seine ;  at  another, 
that  they  mowed  the  green  corn  ; 
a  party  of  the  national  guard  is 
immediately  fent  to  the  field,  where 
the  crime  is  faid  to  have  bee.ji  com- 
mitted, and  finds  the  corn  Handings 
and  affording  the  profpciit  of  an 
abundant  harvell.  In  ihort,  the 
public  is  overwhelmed  with  lies  and 
calumnies,  and  a  prudent  man  can 
fcarcely  give  credit  to  any  thing 
that  he  has  not  feen  himfelf." 

And  again,  "  Many  of  thefe 
falfehoods  have  certainly  been  de- 
liberately fabricated  to  i'erve  party 
purpofes ;  and  fome  men,  who  pro- 
bably millake  a  difregard  of  ail 
moral  obligations  for  profound  po- 
licy, liave  been  audacious  and  in- 
famous enough  to  publilh  falfe- 
hoods with  the  fokmnities  of  laws. 
Letters  have  been  forged  in  the 
name  of  the  national  aifembly,  and 
edids  in  that  of  the  king,  exhorting 
the  peafants  to  deflroy  the  patents 
and  pedigrees  of  tlie  nobility,  and 
to  burn  thcii-  cailjes.  The  effcft  of 
thefe  forgeries  is  already  feen  in  the 
ruins  and  aflits  to  v.'hicii  foane  of 
the  finell  builduigs  in  Dauphiny, 
fVanche  Compte,  Britaipy  and  Bur* 
gundy,  have  been  renuccd  *." 
Thus   far    Groenvelt  ;    and    this 

*  See  Groenvek,  Ens-'fti  tranllalion,  p.p.  zog^  210,  and  zii;  ktter  dated 
Auguli  15111,178.9. 

charore 


ftrengthv  becomes  a  matter  of  cer- 
tainty, and  yet  the  moment  the 
houfe  is  examined  the  whole  is 
found  to'Tje  groundlefs.     The  con- 
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charge  of  the  .continued  fabrication, 
and    propagation   of   public  falfe- 
jioods    has  been  more  or  Icfs  con- 
firmed or  acknowledged,  by  perhaps 
every  writer  who  lias  given  a  nar- 
rative, with  any  appearance  of  im- 
partiality,   of   the    progefs    of   the 
revolution.      Certain    authors,    or 
publilheis,     however,    of   our  own 
country,  have  adopted  fon'.e  of  the 
groflcli  and  moll  abfurd  falfehoods, 
fome  of  the    mcft   ridiculous  talcs, 
which  had  been  fabricated  for  the 
rabble    in    Paris    during   the    firic 
paroxiftns  of  confufion,  tumult,  and 
madnefs,  and  to  which  they  have 
endeavoured,  fo  far  as   they  were 
capable,  to  give  the  character,  rank, 
and  v.eight  of  hiftorical  {ads.     Of 
this  clals  is  particularly  to  be  con- 
f:dcred    the     injurious     and    cruel 
falfehood,  that  the  unfortunate  and 
murdered   Lau)iay,   h<.,d    treachcr- 
oufly  enticed  a  number  of  Paiifians 
into  one  of  the  courts  of  the  BalUle, 
where  he  then  had  them  mafiacrcd 
in   cold  blood.     This  horrible  and 
wicked  invention  produced  (as   we 
have    formerly    fhcwn)    its    odious 
purpofes  at  the  .time;  in  the  firllin- 
ftancc,    by   exciting    the    r.uimofity 
of  the  populace,  and  fpurring  ihcm 
on   to   that  pitch  of  outra';e   and 
cruelty   which  was  intended  ;    and 
in     the    fecond,     by    holding    out 
fome    palliation  for    the    inhuman 
murder  of  the  governor,  and  repre- 
lenting  it  to  the  v/orld  as  an  aift  cf 
juft    retribution    for    his  tresciiery. 
I'hc  p'eafant  tale  of  the  heroic  bar- 
ber, v.'ho   fot:v;d  himfeif  fo  deeply 
involved  in  the    weijrhtv  concerns 
of  eminrc,   thJK.   he   attempted    to 
|3lo;v  tlie  Ballile  and  himfclf  up  to- 
gether,   though  it    fecnis    intended 
only  as  a  companion  to  the  former, 
certainly  pcliefies  many  advantages 
pvci  it;  fpr  .befides   its  being  to- 


tally innocent,  and  tindoubtedly  af- 
fording much  fatfsfaftion  to  the 
members  cf  tluit  fraternity,  fome  of 
whomi  it  may  poflibly  Uimulate  to 
fimilar  deeds  of  chivalry,  it  has  the 
poiitive  merit  of  being  an  unique 
in  that  fpccies  of  compofition.  It 
affords,  however,  an  important  and 
happy  fecurity  to  the  veracity  and 
purity  of  future  hiftory,  that  as  A-.ch 
produdions  can  feldom  lall  long 
enough  to  reach  pollerity,  there  is 
no  great  danger  of  their  hereafter 
contaminating  the  clear  Iheam  in 
v/hich  it  Ihould  flow. 

Paris  had  ever  been  noted  for  the 
blind  credulity,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  fufpicious  nature  of  it« 
inhabitants.  Thcfe  qualities,  fo 
direclly  oppofite,  fcemcd  undoubt- 
edly to  be  oddly  joined  in  the  fame 
perfons ;  but  yet  the  fact  is  faid  to 
be  fo ;  and  thofe  who  knew  them 
v/ell  have  aficrted,  that  while,  from 
tim.e  immemorial,  they  had  fwal- 
IciV/ed,  and  feemed  nearly  to  live 
upon,  an  eternal  fucceiiion  of  the 
moft  abfurd  and  •mprohable  tales 
and  dories,  plain  undiiguifcd  truth 
was  always  received  with  caution 
and  doubt,  and  fuppofed  to  conceal 
feme  guile,  deception,  cr  danger. 
1'he  extreme  general  ignorance  of 
thefe  people,  with  rcfpeCl  to  every 
thing  beyond  their  ov/n  wall;;, 
( which  wcs  perhaps  v.'ithout  exam- 
ple ill  any  country  of  equal  civili- 
zation, and  fo  produdive  of  meii 
eminent  in  arts,  fcienccs,  and  learn- 
ing, as  France)  had  long  ailbrded 
matter  of  obfcrvation  to  travellers, 
and  of  ridicule  to  poets  and  faty- 
riils.  A  confidcration  of  tliei'e 
circumilances  v/ill  tend  m.uch  to 
account  for  and  throw  light  uj-on 
many  parts  cf  tlic  prcfeni  and  iu- 
turc  conduct  of  that  extraordinary 
people,  wiiiclt  v.ould  otherwife  have 
appeared 
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appeared   incomlllent   or  unintelli- 
gible. 

It  muft,  however,  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  fame  blind  credu- 
lity, and  the  fame  vitious  natural 
fufpicioufnefs  of  temper,  prevailed 
throughout  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom, and  muft  be  afcribed  to  the 
fame  caufe,  the  extreme  ignorance 
of  the  people.  Some  inftances  in 
proof  arc  at  all  times  neceiTary  to  fup- 
port  general  obfervation ;  and  a  few 
out  of  a  great  number  will  fuffice 
for  the  prefent  purpofe.  The  firft 
was  the  impoffible  charge  laid 
againfl  the  queen,  that  (he  had  pro- 
cure.1  the  conrtrutlioa  of  a  well- 
charged  mine  under  the  hall  of  the 
national  arfembly,  in  order  to  blow 
the  Hates,  without  diltindion,  at 
once  into  the  air;  this  ridiculous 
fiery  v.'as  not  only  verbally  propa- 
gated throughout  the  kingdom, 
but  a  letter  aiierting  the  fad,  and 
faid  to  have  been  written  by  one  of 
the  deputies  to  the  flates,  was,  at 
about  300  miles  dillance  from  Paris, 
publicly  averred  by  feveral  perfons 
to  have  been  feen  and  read  by 
them.  The  fact  was  believed  by 
all  who  heard  it ;  which  drew  the 
following  obfervation,  in  his  own 
peculiar  way,  from  our  country- 
man Arthur  Young,  who  was  pre- 
fent  at  the  recital,  and  the  autho- 
rity given  :  "  Thus  it  is  in  revo- 
lutions, one  rafcal  writes,  and 
100,000  fools  believe."  Another 
infbmce  was,  the  rifque  which  the 
fame  writer,  and  an  old  woman, 
his  guide,  encountered,  on  a  fufpi- 
cion  that  they  were  combined  with 
the  queen  in  a  confpiracy  againft 
the  volcanic  rocks  and  mountains 
of-Auvergre,  and  that  he  was  the 
afting  agent  for  blowing  up  the 
town  of  Clermont.  Tlie  danger  at 
this  time,  however  ridiculous,  was 


only  trifling  when  compared  with 
that  which  he  full:ained  fhortly  af- 
ter ;  he  being  then  fcized  in  bed 
at  midnight  by  a  party  of  armed 
militia,  on  the  very  ferious  and 
alarming  charge,  of  his  being  a 
party  in  the  confpiracy  formed  by 
the  queen,  the  count  d'Ariois,  and 
(their  own  lord)  the  count  d'En- 
tragucs,  againll  the  territory  of  the 
Vivarois.  The  fortune  he  had  of 
being  extricated  from  this  difficultv 
and  danger,  does  not  at  all  weaken 
the  evidence  which  it  affords  of 
the  e?ctraordinary  ignorance,  credu- 
lity, and  the  unaccountably  fufpi- 
cioas  nature  of  the  people.  Such 
inftances  would  have  excited  fome 
furprize  if  they  had  occurred  in  the 
interior  and  lefs  frequented  parts  of 
Arabia;  but  that  they  fhould  be 
difplayed  in  the  center  of  Europe, 
in  its  oldeft  monarcllty,  and  in  a 
country  long  ar.d  defervedly  emi- 
nent for  information  and  know- 
ledge, can  fcarcely  be  conlidered 
as  lefs  than  wonderful.  They  how- 
ever afford  full  demonftration,  that 
no  great  portion  of  art  or  addrefs 
was  neceflary  to  the  endowment  of 
thofe  who  were  deflined  to  play 
upon  fuch  inftruments. 

The  unbounded  licentioufnefs  of 
the  prefs,  which  was  carried  to  an 
extreme  before  unknown  under  any 
government,  was  a  moft  potent  in- 
ftrument  of  the  revolution.  Nor 
was  its  licentioufnefs  more  extraor- 
dinary, than  the  unceafnig  indullry 
with  which  it  was  eternally  fupplied 
with  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  the 
mofl  dangerous  and  inflammatory 
matter,  fubverfive  of  all  order  and 
government,  was  aftoni'.hing.  For 
amidii  the  general  darknefs  and  igno- 
rance which  involved  the  people  at 
large,  there  was  a  numerous  por- 
tion of  men  who  dedicated,  or  feemed 
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to  dedicate  their  lives  to  the  pur- 
fuit  of  literature.  Of  thefe  the 
capital  alone  was  computed  to  con- 
tain twenty  thoufand  ;  including  no 
doubt  a  conllJerable  number  of 
thofe  peifons  who  afTumed  the  name 
of  literati,  becaufc  they  had  no- 
thing to  do,  and  could  not  clafs  un- 
-der  any  other  dcfcription.  This 
20,000,  however,  from  the  advan- 
tage of  their  being  concentrated  in 
the  capital,  gave  the  law  in  mat- 
ter of  opinion,  or  at  leall  in  what- 
ever related  to  government  and  the 
new  philofophy  to  the  whole  na- 
tion. 

The  theories  now  publifned  were 
derived  from  the  tenets  of  Rouffeau, 
Voltaire,  and   the  other  fathers   of 
that  philofophy.    They  were  in  ge- 
neral abftraft,   vifionary,  unintelli- 
gible,   or    imprafticable  ;    and    the 
authors  feemed  to  have  run  wildly 
in    the    purfuit    of    an   imaginary 
phantom   of  perfcdion,  which  nei- 
ther  did   nor    could    exiii.      They 
went  not  only  to  the   fubverfion  of 
government   under   all   its    known 
forms,  but  to  the  loofening  all  the 
bands  of  civil  fociety,  and  deftroy- 
irr;  its  harmony,  beauty  and  order. 
AH  the  wifdom  of  pall  iages,  philo- 
fopher?,    and   legiflators,    all    that 
could  be  derived  from  the  praiSlical 
experience  of  unnumbered  ages  and 
nations,  in  their  exerrions   to  pro- 
mote or  fecure  the  felicity  of  man- 
kind, were  now  fet  at   nought,  to 
make  way  for  the   reveries  of  the 
new  illuminator?,  who  defpifed  alj 
experience,  and   djfdained  all   wif- 
dom but  their  own.     It  feemed  as 
if    the   pages  of  paft   hiftory  had 
been  for  ever  clofcd,  and  that  their 
knowledge    was    totally    forgotten, 
©r  that  a  new  generation  of  men 
was  juft  created,  who  were  to  be- 


gin  every  thing   in  this  world  a- 
new. 

Of  all  the  heavy  ch?.rges  which 
have  been  laid  againfl  thofe  minif- 
ters  to  whom  the  king  had  the  ir- 
retrievable misfortune  of  entrufling 
the  adminillration  of  public  affairs, 
in  none  were  they  more  faulty^  nor 
in  no  inilances,  excepting  only  the 
affair  of  the  double  reprefeniation, 
and  the  abforption  cf  the  three  or- 
ders into  one,  were  their  errors  or 
conduff  more  fatally  ruinous,  than 
in  the  fhameful  and  unaccountable 
fupinenefs  with  which  they  beheld 
the  fume  which  was  fpreading  from 
the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs 
through  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
without  their  ufing  a  iingle  exertion 
to  correal  the  caufe,  or  to  counteract 
the  eWcQ.. 

The  enormity  was  according!/ 
carried  to  an  extent  bsyond  ail  ex- 
ample in  any  country.  The  nume- 
rous prefTes  in  Paris  hourly  groaned 
under  the  number  cf  feditious  and 
levelling  pamphlets  which  they  v.ere 
continually  bringing  forth.  Indeed 
their  number  was  fcarccly  credible  ; 
13,  and  even  16  different  pamphlets 
in  one  day,  were  no  matter  of  fur- 
prize  ;  and  92  came  out  in  one 
week ;  while  the  avidity  for  read- 
ing and  procuring  them  was  fo 
great,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  fomc 
difficulty  to  enter  the  bookfcllcrs 
fhops  they  were  fo  conflantly  crov%d- 
ed.  The  price  cf  printing  had  ac- 
cordingly rifen  in  the  capital  to 
fbmething  near  three  times  its  cuf- 
tomary  rate  per  fnce: ;  and  yet  the 
prelles  in  every  part  of  France  were 
faid  to  be  at  the  fame  time  equally 
occupied.  But  the  moll  extraordi. 
nary  circumllances  were  the  amaz- 
ing difpatch  V.  itli  wi.ic.i  thefe  in- 
numerable produiftipns  wcyc-  fpread 
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from  the  capital  through  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  un- 
known fund  bv  which  the  vail  ex- 
f5c:nces  of  the  diftribution  were  fup- 
jjorted  ;  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple bfing  luppiied  m  iih  them  gra- 
tis. 

While  thefe  poured  forth  an  un- 
ceafing  torrent  of  abufe  upon  go- 
vernment, and  were  continually  dif- 
fenvinating  principles  which  wen*; 
equally  to  the  overthrow  of  the  mo- 
narchy, and  to  the  utter  annihila- 
t'lQn  of  the  two  firil  orders  of  the 
ftate,  the  three  parties  whofe  ex- 
illence  were  at  Ibke,  the  court,  the 
nobles,  and  the  clergy,  feemed  as  if 
the)''  had  been  involved  in  a  general 
Hupor,  without  aftion,  feeling,  or 
life.  Not  a  fmgle  writer  of  ability 
or  eminence  was  engaged  to  refute 
the  dodlrines  which  were  thus  af- 
filuoufly  fpread,  or  to  counterasfl  the 
poiion  which  they  fo  v/idely  diffufed. 
Tiie  few  fulitary  volunteer  pam- 
phlets which  appeared  on  that  iiJe, 
being  written  by  mtn  without  pnrts 
or  information,  pofiefled  no  intereli 
or  fpirit  to  allure  readers,  and  could 
have  produced  no  efi"ecl  if  they  had. 
That  written  by  thebifhop  ofMeaux, 
and  perliaps  lome  or.e'or  two' more 
of  charafler,  being  too  few  to  be 
eonftdered  as  an  exception. 

The  famine,  which  was  forely 
felt,  though  in  a  lefs  or  gre;;ter  de- 
gree, in  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
may  be  conlidered  as  amain  Ipring 
in  accelerating  all  the  movements 
of  this  fingidar  revolution.  Men 
in  want  of  bread,  neccflarily  exe- 
crate and  abhor  that  ftate  of  tilings 
which  produces  their  ir>if:ry.  They 
arc  little  dilpofed  to  eiiquire  into  na- 
tural, or  to  trace  rrmote  caufcrs,  as 
the  fource  or'  their  diftrefs;  they 
j^nd  lefs  trouble  in  charging  it  di- 
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recUy  upon  their  rulers,  and  fancy 
fome  alleviation  to  their  mifery  in 
venting  their  indignation  and  male- 
volence againll  them,  e->'Cii  in  words. 
The  prefent  flate  of  thi.igs  in  the 
other  countries  in  Europe  having 
prevented  thofc  lupplies  from  with- 
out, which  would,  in  other  cales, 
have  been  procurable,  and  the  in- 
ternal ftock  1.  f  pjovifion  being 
deemed  inlufiicient  for  the  fubfiflr 
e\-:c^  of  tlie  inliabitants,  the  moll: 
alert  and  wifeft  government,  fup- 
pofing  it  to  be  otherwife  at  eaie, 
and  entirely  unembarraffed  by  fac- 
tion cr  danger,  would  have  found 
it  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  ap- 
ply any  effeflual  remedy  to  the  evil. 
£ut  as  things  llood,  the  hally  ill- 
judged  regulations,  founded  upon 
error,  and  ignorance  of  a  fubjeft  ge- 
nerally ill  underilood,  which  were 
adopted,  inftead  of  good,  prcduced 
the  inofl:  unfortunate  eftetts.  Thefe, 
however,  mighi  have  been  palliated, 
if  the  ungovernable  violence  of  the 
peonlc,  in  obltrufting  the  free  I'ale 
of  the  maiketjj  and  compelimg  the 
proprielcrs  to  iell  th,eii  grain  at 
whatever  prices  they  plcaled  to 
give,  had  nov  completed  the  evil, 
and  pr-  f'ticed  an  artificial  famine 
whiie  pi  nty  uill  fubfifted.  Jt  has 
been  even  z.^C'  ted,  that  the  Hock  of 
corn  produced  this  yearintheking^ 
do!Ti  would  have  been  fufiicientj, 
under  due  regulation,  jHcinagementj 
and  diilribution,  if  not  to  afford  ab- 
folute  plenty,  at  leaft  to.  have  pie- 
veiUed  any  gi;eat  and  pinching 
want. 

In  the  general  ill- temper  of  the 
people,  contiriually  goaded  and  ir- 
ritated by  tjie  molt  urgent  a,nd  in- 
fupportable  of  all  wants,  it  will  be 
calily  feen  wJiat  advantages  the 
eniilfaries  of  the  factions  poffcffed  in 
Vv'orking 
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working  upon  their  paflions  ;  and 
fprcad  as  they  were,  like  the  preach- 
ers of  a  new  religion,  in  every  part 
of"  the  kingdom,  it  will  not  be  won- 
dered at,  the  ignorance  of  the  mul- 
titude being  likewife  always  re- 
membered, that  they  fhoukl  have 
fucceeded  in  prompting  them  to  the 
greateft  acts  of  outrage  and  violence. 
But  the  great  promoter,  caufe, 
and,  it  might  perhaps  be  faid,  au- 
thor of  the  revolution ;  the  man 
who,  dcliitute  of  fpirit  in  himfelf, 
poiTcfFed  and  applied  ihe  means  of 
communicating  energy  to  millions, 
and  of  infufmg  difalfciTtion  and  dif- 
loyalty  in  every  order  of  men 
through  that  v;;fl  and  populous 
kingdom,  flill  remains  to  be  taken 
notice  of.  This  was  no  Icfs  a  pcrfon 
t!'.an  the  fird  prince  of  the  b'cod;  the 
mm  next  in  fuccsflion  to  the  crown, 
in  the  cafe  of  faiiu-i-e  ofiiTaemale  in 
the  imm.ediate  re'gning  family.  The 
name,  cliarafter,  a  id  conduct  of  Phi- 
lip Duke  of  Orleans  rirs  no'.y  too 
notorious,  to  render  any  delicacy  in 
treating  of  them  at  all  neceilary. 
That  immenfe  fortune  which,  under- 
the  guidance  of  wifdom,  beneiicence, 
or  even  the  defire  of  attuinifig  fame, 
might  have  been  directed  to  the  ac- 
complilhment  of  the  nobleft  and' 
moll  ufeful  purpofes,  was  now  di- 
reded  to  the  ruin  of  his  country,  to 
the  fubverlion  of  its  government, 
and  to  the  extermination  of  that 
royal  family  to  which  he  was  fo 
nearly   related. 

Here  then  we  are  to  find  a  folu- 
tion  for  many  thing's  which  would 
othcrwife  appear  unaccountable,  or 
remain  hid  in  abfolute  darknefs. 
From  hence  it  was  that  the  gardens 
of  the  Palais  Royale  and  all  the  opi  a 
places  of  Paris  v/ere  llockcd  with 
hungry,  ignorant,  and  abandoned 
orators,  and  covered  with  riotous 


mobs,  who  fucksd  in  from  thefe 
preachers  every  thing  that  could 
corrupt  and  poifon  the  mind,  and 
not  only  eradicate  every  moral  prin- 
ciple, but  deflroy  all  the  native  feel- 
ings of  humanity.  Thus  likewife  v/as 
the  fei  ocity  of  the  Dame.s  du  H--J]e, 
and  of  all  the  other  female  furies  of 
the  capital,  called  into  afrion  ;  unto! 
the  L.\,  feeming  to  ka\x  totally- 
changed  its  nacurp  and  charai^er, 
was  degraded  and  flained  by  iitro- 
cities,  without  example  in  any  civi- 
ii~zed  country.  Arid  thus  a  numerous 
army  of  ragged  Sans  Cuhttts,  of 
ruffians  from  the  gallics,  and  from 
Qverw  part  of  the  kingdom,  being' 
incorporated  with  the  no  lefs  nu- 
merous or  wicked  native  brood, 
were  maintained  and  kept  in  jcadi- 
nefs  for  the  purpofes  of  rcbellio:% 
anarchy  and  murder,  as  time  and 
occaTion  fhould  call  forth  their  fer- 
viccs. 

From  the  fome  abundant  rourcs 
of  the  means  ot  evil,  crouds  cf  cou- 
riers were  difpatclied  at  the  fame  in- 
flant  of  time  from  Paris  tc  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  conveying, 
every  where  the  falfe  intelligence, 
a-s  if  proceeding  from  the  firil  au- 
thority, that  the  arifcocrates  were 
railing  troops  or  armies  of  biigands. 
in  order  to  dcltroy  and  maliiicre  the 
peafants  ;  and  calling  upon  the  lat- 
ter to  prevent  the  danger  by  imme- 
diately taking  up  arms  and  dcftrdy- 
ing  their  enemie's,  the  nobility  in, 
the  firit  inllance;  an  injunctioH- 
which  the;/  moil  willingly  and  tH-  ' 
feftually  complied  with.  1 1  the 
fam.e  manner  was  the  prodigious  e.t- 
pencc  fuppdrted,  of  fo  long  drfTbrtii- 
nating  throughout  the  kingdom 
thole  innumerable  fediiious  publi-" 
cations,  which  were  every  dv.y  prc- 
fented  to  the  people.  By  the  fame 
means  ra/ijoriiies  were  fecurod,  anJ 
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feveral  of  the  principal  orators  and 
moft  popular  demagogues  in  the 
new  clubs  were  retained ;  and  thefe 
clubs,  as  we  have  leen,  by  their  de- 
pendant and  coirefponding  loci-ties, 
U'hich  were  eriablilhed  in  every 
town  of  the  kingdom,  foon  gave  the 
law  to  the  whole  nation.  Nor  was 
the  national  aflembly  by  any  means 
free  from  the  opL-ration  of  the  iamc 
caufe,  nor  was  the  etf'eft  it  pro- 
duced on  many  of  its  members  iefs 
known. 

As  the  duke's  annual  revenues, 
great  and  roval  as  they  were,  and 
his  fund  of  ready  money,  which  was 
probably  confiderable,  were  llill  un- 
equal to  the  fupply  of  thefe  number- 
lefs  drains,  he  deemed  it  necefiary 
to  apply  to  other  fources.  Indeed, 
with,  fuch  vaft  objccls  in  view,  and 
after  the  facrifice  of  fo  much 
wealth  as  was  already  expended,  it 
feemed  upon  the  principles  of  gam- 
ing that  it  was  better  to  encounter 
any  rifque  of  future  evil,  than  to 
ftop  fhort  in  fuch  a  Hate  of  things, 
and  when  fo  much  was  already 
fEakcd.  Holland  always  affords 
money,  as  well  as  numberlefs  fpecu- 
lators  who  wiih  to  turn  it  to  ac- 
count, and  the  duke's  vafi:  eftates 
feemed  to  hold  out  ample  fecurity  for 
a  loan.  The  amount  of  the  fums  he 
borrowed  is  uncertain,  and  has  been 
rated  from  £.  300,000  to  half  a 
million  fterling.  The  nicell  and 
moft  difficult  calculation  would  be  to 
tftimate  the  exa(ft  quantum  of  moral 
and  politi<;al  evil  which  luch  a  fum, 
in  fuch  hands,  was  then  capable  of 
producing  in  France. 

It  is  evident  that  the  duke  not 
only  totally  miftookhis  own  abilities, 
but  that  he  was  as  little  fenfible  of 
the  ill  effefls  which  his  unfortunate 
charafler  could  not  but  produce, 
when  he  adopted  the  wild   idea   of 


being  able  to  fubvert  or  circumvent 
all  otlier  fadlions,  aisd  of  being  able 
to  rife  upon  the  fltoulders  of  men, 
pollefling  talents  infinitely  fuperior 
to  his  own,  and  of  readc!-ing  them 
the  inilruments  to  the  accomplifh- 
mentofhis  ambitious  views.  The 
natural  deficiency  of  refolution  and 
courage^  with  which  every  boJy 
knew  he  was  curfed,  was,  inde- 
pendantof  all  others,  an  infuperable 
bar  to  his  ever  becoming,  under  any 
change  of  circiimilances,  or  in  any 
courfe  of  events,  the  ruler  of  fo  un- 
governable and  fo  outrageous  a  peo- 
ple. Yet  in  this  blind  purfuit  he  la- 
vilhed  treafures,  which,  in  many 
pafi  periods,  might,  by  proper  ap- 
plication, have  amounted  ia  effeft  to 
the  purchafe  or  gaining  of  a  king- 
dom. 

The  juflnefs  of  an  opinion  which 
had  been  held  by  many,  even  early 
in  the  revolution,  feems  to  have 
been  much  confirmed  by  the  courfe 
of  fubfequent  events ;  viz.  that  the 
French,  as  a  nation,  were  nftt  yet  in 
a  Hate  capable  of  receiving  liberty  ; 
and  that  many  intermediate  prepa- 
ratory Heps  would  have  been  ne- 
ceiTary  to  qualify  them  for  fo  new 
and  fo  great  a  blefiing.  Even  Ra- 
baid  de  St.  Etienne,  the  eloquent 
apologift  for,  and  advocate  of  the 
revolution,  amidil  all  his  fms  of  fup- 
preffion  and  mifreprefentation,  and 
all  the  artful  colouring  which  he 
gives  to  fadls  and  circuniifances,  ac- 
knowledges, "  That  the  people, 
"  aftonilhed  at  feeing  their  chains 
"  broken  with  inch  facility,  and  at 
"  feeling  their  own  ftrength,  abufed 
"  that  ftrength  in  taking  vengeance 
"  of  their  oppreflbrs ;  and  their  new 
"  liberty  was,  a?  yet,  but  licentiouf- 
"  nefs.  General  hatred,  in  its  blind 
"  rage,  fought  every  where  to  pu- 
"  nilh  enemies,  pointed  out  to  it  by 
*♦  chance 
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•*  chante  or  by  prejudice.  A  nc- 
"  ver-ceafmg  inquietude  torrcented 
•'  thofe  freemen  born  of  yeftcrday ; 
**  in  their  neceffity  for  a  new  order 
*'  of  things,  and  for  a  fovcreign  ju- 
"  rirdiction,they  feized  and  cngrofT- 
"  ed  all  jurifdidion  to  themfeives ; 
"  and  feveral  tumultuous  aflailina- 
"  lions  were  the  fruit  of  this  dcliri- 
"  um." — And  a  little  after,  in  treat- 
ing of  the  two  parties  which  div^ided 
the  national  ailembly,  he  cbl'crves, 
"  that  one  fentiment,  however,  pre- 
"  dominated  there,  and  that  was, 
*•  the  dread  of  the  eftefts  which 
"  anarchy,  toe  long  continuet^,  might 
**  occafion." 

We  have  marked  the  words  too 
long  continued  as  applied  to  anarchy, 
from  the  relation  which  diis  paflage 
feems  to  bear  to  a  ferious  charge 
brought  againfl  feveral  of  the  leaders 
of  the  national  afTembly,  that  they 
had  been  the  inftigators,  and  in  is.^ 
the  authors,  of  many  of  the  dilhac- 
tions  and  enormities  which  took 
place  in  the  provinces.  Of  a  num- 
ber of  circumllances  and  faifls  from 
different  quarters,  and  given  by  dif- 
ferent narrators,  in  corroboration 
of  this  point,  we  lliall  feled  one 
which  occurred  in  Paris,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1790,  and  which 
is  fupported  by  telHniony  that  can- 
rot  be  called  in  qaeltion.  At  that 
lime  the  Count  d«  Marguerite  af- 
fertcd  publickly  at  the  Duke  of  Li- 
ancourt's  table,  and  in  a  numerous 
company,  where  near  thirty  mem- 
bers of  the  afiembly  were  prefcnt, 
that  the  late  revolt  at  Tcialon  had 
been  inlligated  or  fupported  by 
members  of  that  body,  who  afled 
therein  upon  the  principle  "  that 
"  more  itifurreclions  'were  ncccJJ'ary^^ 
and  this  extraordinary  charge  was 
lillen«d  to  by  all  the  deputies  pre- 


fent,  without  a  fingle  word  in  denial, 
refutation,  or  excufe  being  oliered 
by  any  of  them*. 

The  outrages,  conflagrations,  and 
malTacres  which  were  fpreading 
defolation  through  fsveral  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  had,  in  a  fhorterfpace 
of  time  than  could  have  been  well 
conceived,  rifen  to  fuch  a  pitch  of 
enormity,  as  to  communicate  alarm 
and  difmay  to  the  national  afTem- 
bly, fortified  as  it  was  by  the  fuf- 
frages  of  the  nation,  and  fupported 
by  the  numerous  army  formed  in  the 
capital.  For  in  confequence  of  the 
forged  orders  and  falfe  intelligence 
which  had  been  fo  villainoufly  con- 
veyed to  the  peafantry,  the  whole 
nation  was  inflantly  in  arms,  and 
thefe  operating  upon  the  ill  difpo- 
fition  of  the  people,  and  the  abhor- 
rence in  which  they  held  their  an- 
cient maflers,  it  feemed  as  if  no 
bounds  could  limit  their  violence, 
and  no  excefs  of  cruelty  fatiate  their 
revenge.  Thus  the  nobility  were 
in  many  places  hunted  down  like 
wild  beafts,  their  family  feats  or 
calHes  demolifhed,  and  their  patent5, 
pedigrees,  title  deeds,  family  fettle- 
ments,  court  rolls,  and  all  records  of 
part  tranfadions,  deflroyed  by  fir?. 
Ilappy  were  thofe,  who  even  in  this 
Hate,  plundered  of  every  thing, 
could  efcape  half  naked  from  the 
flames,  without  perfbnal  injury. 
But  in  too  many  inftances  fuch 
atrocious  ads  were  co  /vjnitted,  that 
nature  Ihudders  and  recoils  at  the 
recital.  The  wives  of  the  nobility, 
it  is  afTerted,  were  in  feveral  in- 
ftances  violated,  and  their  daughters 
deflowered,  in  the  prcfcnce  of  the 
unhappy  fathers  and  hufbands;  and 
the  horrid  tragedy  frequently  coij* 
eluded  by  the  moll  inhuman  mur- 
ders, aggravated  by  circumllances 

of 
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cf  deliberate   and   unheard-of  cru- 
elty, without  regard  to  age  or  lex. 

We  are  forry,  for  the  lionour  of 
humanity,  that  thcfe  cruclti?s  arc 
reprefcntcd  as  not  bnng  in  any  de- 
gree confined  to  fuch  perfons  as  had 
previoufiy  rendered  themfelvcs  odi- 
ous by  their  pride  of"  oppreflion  ;  but 
th^it  on  the  contrary,  the  moil  kind 
andbenevoleutlandlords  and  mailers, 
the  moil  humane  and  charitable  to 
their  neighbours  and  the  poor,  were 
e.vpofed  to  die  fame  fite  with  thofe 
of  the  moll  oppoiite  difpofitions.  A 
blind  rage  for  indifcriminate  plun- 
der, mixed  with  a  pailion  for  mif- 
chief,  and  native  cruelty,  fcemed  to 
have  been  the  moll  operative  mo- 
tives in  many  of  thefe  violences ;  it 
is  not,  however,  to  be  doubted,  but 
tiiat  a  ipirit  of  revenge,  founded  oa 
a  Ilrong  feafe  cf  pail  injury  and  op- 
prelnon,  might  have  operated  in  a 
itiii  g Citcr  number.  There  may 
be  fame  degree  of  jullicc  in  obferv- 
mg,  that  as  ruffians  of  every  order 
and  denomination  throughout  the 
kingdom,  robbers,  gailcy-flavcs,  and 
rmrrdercrs,  lured  by  the  unexpefted 
profpecl  of  fafe  and  general  pillage, 
now  held  out,  had  feized  this  occa- 
fion  of  mix-ing  wkh  the  pealant5,  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  they 
prompted  them  to  the  commitlion  or" 
many  of  their  moll  atrocious  and 
blootiy  desds. 

Aithoup-h  the  fpirit  of  revolt  ap- 
peared  m  various  and  remote  parts 
of  the  kingdom  at  nearly  the  fam.e 
inftant,  yet  the  degrees  of  violence 
and  cruelty  with  v/hich  it  was  at- 
tended, were  widely  different  in  dif- 
ferent parts.  The  northern  pro- 
i-inces,  and  particularly  Normandy, 
were  much  more  temperate  than  the 
central  and  fouthem.  The  excefies 
at  Lyons,  and  in  the  ccimtry  which 
ber.rs  its  name,. rivalled  thoie  of  Pa- 


ris in  violence  and  fury.  The  pro- 
vince of  Dauphiny  was  in  the  moll 
violent  ferment,  and  the  whole  peo- 
ple up  in  arms.  Franche  Compte, 
and  part  of  Burgundy,  feemed  par- 
ticularly marked  as  fcenes  of  de!"o- 
latiori.  The  Bretons,  long  trained 
in  hotlillty  with  tlieir  lords,  were  in  a 
flateofabfoluterebellionand  anarchy. 
At  Strafburg,  the  Hotel  de  ViL'e,  or 
Town  Houic,  was  totally  demoliflied 
by  the  mob,  being  firit  plundered 
of  all  that  appeared  to  them,  valua- 
ble, the  court  papers,  records,  and 
public  archives  being  carefully  de- 
Iboyed,  to  the  future  diilrefs  and 
ruin  of  numberlefs  families  in  the 
furrounding  country,  as  well  as  in 
that  city. 

In  a  few  places,  the  gentlemen 
and  other  land  proprietors  had  the 
fpirit  and  fenfe  to  unite  and  {land 
fuccefsfully  on  their  defence.  This 
was  the  cafe,  though  too  late,  in  the 
Maconnois  and  Ecaujolois,  where 
the  banditti,  amounting  to  fix  or  fe- 
ven  thoufand,  and  headed  by  a  vil- 
lage attorney,  had  already  fpread 
ceftruftion  along  the  fsnile  banks 
of  the  Saone,  having  in  a  few  davs 
burnt  feventy  -  two  gentlemen's 
houfes,  and  plundered  all  the 
churches  and  fmall  towns  in  their 
way.  A  battle  took  place,  in  which, 
the  enraged  proprietaries,  with  their 
flieuds  and  fervants,  defeated  the 
plunderers  'with  great  flaughter. 
They  then  inllituted  a  kind  of  tem- 
porary tribunal  at  Macon,  for  try- 
ing the  ringleaders  of  the  banditti, 
by  whom  twenty  or  thirty  of  them 
were  fentenced  to  execution.  The 
democratic  publications  in  Paris 
cried  out  loudly  againll  this  pro- 
ceeding, as  being  highly  illegal  and 
al'bitrary,  altho'ugh  not  a  word  of 
condemnation  Isad  been  uttered 
agr.inll  the  ruSans  who  had  plun- 
dered 
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dered  and  burnt  fo  many  of  the 
gentlemen's  chateaux,  nor  of  pity 
for  the  inhabitants  of  that  beautiful 
country  which  they  had  defolated. 
The  national  afliembly  feemed  like- 
wife  to  receive  the  imprefiion  in- 
tended by  thefe  publications,  for  in 
a  little  time  they  interfered,  by  put- 
ting a  ftop  to  the  proceedings  at 
Macon,  while  a  number  of  atroci- 
ous criminals  ftill  remained  to  be 
tried. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  things  in 
the  beginning  of  Auguft,  1789,  the 
aflembly  being  then  deeply  en- 
gaged in  framing  that  memorable 
declaration  of  rights,  which  was  to 
be  the  foundation  of  their  new  con- 
ftitution,  and  which  they  confi- 
dered  as  the  firft  and  greatell  of  all 
their  labours  ;    when  they  were  fud- 

Auguft4th/^'?'>'|"^^''^"P^"fy'^'^^- 
°      ^      arrival  m  one   day   or 

expreffes  or  letters  from  almoil  eve- 
ry part  of  the  kingdom,  with  details 
of  the  dreadful  devaftations  which 
were  laying  wafte  the  face  of  the 
country,  and  which,  from  their  pre- 
fent  appearance  and  violence,  feem- 
ed to  threaten  nothing  lefs  than 
fpeedy  and  general  deftru(ftion. 

Ali  the  landed  proprietors  in  the 
aflembly  were  in  a  lefs  or  greater 
degree  involved  in  the  calamity ; 
with  the  material  difference,  that 
while  many  had  to  lament  the  de- 
ilruclion  of  their  houfes,  and  the 
plunder  of  all  their  moveable  pro- 
perty, others  had  as  yet  no  farther 
caufe  of  complaint  than  the  general 
refufal  of  the  tenantry  to  pay  their 
rents,  or  to  fulfil  any  of  their  other 
cuRomary  duties.  The  terror  was, 
however,  general ;  and  having  had 
leifure  during  the  feafon  allotted  for 
dinner  to  ruminate  upon  the  doleful 
details  which  they  received,  confla- 
grations,   murders,  and    mallacres 
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were  the  only  fubjefts  which  could 
be  talked  or  thought  of.  Nothing 
could  accordingly  be  more  triftful 
than  their  appearance  in  going  to 
the  evening  fitting;  and  before  the 
commencement  ofbufmcfs,  an  un- 
ufual  and  extraordinary  degree  of 
agitation  was  vifible  throughout  the 
allembly.  Upon  the  fame  principle 
on  which  mariners,  under  the  im- 
mediate danger  of  a  tempell,  will 
throw  much  valuable  property  over- 
board, in  the  hope  of  faving  the  re- 
mainder, fo  it  would  feem  upon  this 
occafion,  that  the  great  land-own- 
ers were  feizcd  with  a  fudden  im- 
pulfe  of  voluntarily  facrificing  a 
large  portion  of  their  rights  and 
pofibffions,  in  the  hope  of  retaining 
thereby  quiet  and  permanent  fecu- 
rity  for  what  was  left.  They  feem- 
ed now  likewife  generally  to  adopt 
the  idea,  that  coalefcing  heartily 
and  without  referve  with  the  third 
ellate,  was  become  actually  eflential 
to  their  prefervation. 

Under  thefe  or  fimilar  impref- 
fions,  the  vifcount  de  Noailles,  fe- 
conded  by  the  duke  d'Aiguillon, 
opened  a  fcene,  which,  with  refpcft 
to  its  eft'ect  and  confequences,  was 
perhaps  the  moll  extraordinary  ever 
exhibited  in  any  aflembly.  Thefe 
noblemen  reprekntcd  with  much 
energy,  that  the  real  caufe  of  the  pre- 
fent  diforders  was  the  mifer)'  of  the 
country  people,  who  were  overborr.e 
by  the  double  oppreflion  of  public 
contributions  and  feudal  duties;  that 
although  the  lords  in  general  might 
be  lenient  and  humane,  yet  their 
flewards,  their  judges,  their  game- 
keepers, and  their  agents,  were  ri- 
gid and  tyrannical ;  that  the  inftan: 
when  that  force,  which  was  the  only 
foundation  of  an  opprefiive  govern- 
ment, was  deftroyed,  the  whole  fa- 
bric mull  naturally  bediflblved,  and 
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every  principle  of  order  and  fubor- 
dination  overwhelmed  in  its  ruins ; 
that  it  was  therefore  neceflary  to 
fatisfy  fpeedily  the  claims  of  the 
peafantry,  left  they  fhould  proceed 
ilill  farther  lengths,  and  defpairing 
of  juftice  in  any  other  manner,  af- 
fume  to  thenifeh  es  the  entire  means 
of  attaining  it  ;  and  that  to  give 
them  the  immediate  enjoyment  of 
thofe  advantages  which  they  fo 
much  dcfired,  \r«s  the  fureft  means 
of  attaching  them  to  the  revolution. 
They  faid  they  would  not,  nor 
ought  not  to  dilfemble,  that  France 
was  at  that  moment  in  the  laft  con- 
vulfionsof  departing  life ;  thatherex- 
illence  was  prolonged,  and  her  hopes 
cherifhed,  by  nothing  elfe  but  the 
attachment  of  the  provinces  to,  and 
their  confidence  in  the  national  af- 
fembly ;  and  that  nothing  could 
prevent  her  impending  difiblution, 
but  the  prompt  eftabliOiment  of  a 
jurt  and  free  conititution.  They 
both  concluded,  by  propofing  that 
all  imports  fhould  be  equitably  and 
equally  laid  on ;  that  the  feudal  fer- 
vices  fhould  be  redeemable  at  an 
equitable  price;  and  that  perfonal 
fervitude  fhould  be  abolifhed,  with- 
out purchafe  ;  with  fome  other  arti- 
cles, all  tending  to  the  eafe  and  re- 
lief of  the  peafantry. 

Of  all  the  known  nations  in  the 
univerfe,  perhaps  there  is  no  one 
fo  fufceptible  of  fudden  imprefiions, 
and  fo  liable  to  the  moil  impaffioned 
emotions,  as  the  French  are  and  ever 
have  been.  Whatever  the  objecls 
of  purfuit  may  be,  whether  the  moft 
infignificant  trifles,  or  matters  of  the 
greateft  importance,  the  ardour  and 
enthufiafm  of  the  moment  feem  in  all 
cafes  to  be  the  fame.  All  defcrip- 
lion  would  therefore  be  defeftive, 
in  attempting  to  convey  any  idea 
•f  the  tranfports  which  thefe  fpceches 


ex'cited  both  in  the  aflembly  and  in 
the  galleries.  The  very  large  pof- 
felfions  and  extenfive  royalties  of  the 
duke  d'Aiguillon,  added  furprif- 
inglv  to  the  effeft,  and  fired  every 
body  with  a  wifh  to  be  able  in  fome 
degree  to  emulate  the  magnanimi- 
ty of  his  conduft.  The  contagion 
fpread  inftantaneoufly  through  the 
two  orders  of  the  nobles  and  clergy, 
and  the  contention  was  only  which 
Ihould  be  the  firfl  to  offer,  and  which 
fhould  make  the  greateft  facrifices  to 
the  public  welfare.  The  commons 
feemed  loft  in  admiration  at  this 
fudden  and  unexampled  fit  of  pa- 
triotifm,  and  frequently  burft  into 
loud  and  involuntary  acclamations 
of  praife  and  gratitude  for  the  be- 
nefits which  were  thus  fo  unexpeft- 
edly  and  generoully  conferred  on 
the  people.  This  was  particularly 
the  cafe  when  the  bifhup  of  Char- 
tres,  who  was  himfelf  poffefTed  of 
very  extenfive  forefts,  propofed  the 
abolition  of  the  exclufive  rights  of 
the  chafe ;  which,  from  the  extreme 
cruelty  of  the  laws  by  which  they 
were  prbtefted,  as  well  as  the  mif- 
chiefs  done  bv  the  flags,  boars,  and 
other  game  to  the  farmers,  had  ever 
been  deemed  a  grievance  of  the 
nrft  magnitude. 

The  commons  loft  no  part  of 
their  temper  or  judgment  in  the 
paroxyfms  of  admiration  or  ap- 
plaufe.  They  coolly  perceived  all 
the  advantages  that  were  to  be 
drawn  from  the  prefent  fervour, 
and  determined  not  to  mifs  any  of 
them,  but  to  obtain  every  poflible 
concefFion  while  it  lafted,  well  aware 
of  the  extraordinary  change  which 
a  few  hours  cool  confideration 
might  produce  in  many  of  thofe 
who  now  feemed  the  moft  ardent  in 
their  enthufiafm.  The  defign  was 
fo  well  condudled  that  it  fucceeded 
pcrfeftiy ; 
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perfeftly  ;  and,  blinded  by  applaufe 
and  emulation,  nothing  could  be 
withheld  that  was  demanded.  The 
feudal  fcrvices  were  given  up  on  all 
fides  ;  and  the  contelt  between  the 
nobles  and  clergy  feemed.  to  be,  who 
Ihould  be  foremoU:  in  facrificing  the 
rights  of  chafe,  of  filhiiig,  of  war- 
ren, and  of  dove-houfes.  The  pa- 
rifh  priefts,  feeling  the  general  im- 
preffion,  and  eager  to  emulate,  fo  far 
as  they  were  able,  the  example  of 
their  fuperiors  in  rank  and  fortune, 
ruflied  forward  im.patiently  to  make 
a  free  offering  of  their  cuftomary 
perquifites ;  while  the  beneficiaries, 
difdaining  to  be  left  behind  in  this 
race  for  glory  and  popularity,  dif- 
claimed  all  pluralities,  and  bound 
themfelves  never  to  hold  more  than 
a  Angle  benefice. 

As  if  it  had  been  to  crown  the 
events  of  this  memorable  night,  and 
to  aiford  a  proof  of  the  univerfality 
of  the  enthufiafm  which  then  pre- 
vailed, the  deputies  of  the  Pais 
d'etat,  with  thofe  of  feveral  privi- 
leged towns,  advanced  in  fucceffion, 
and  with  a  patriotic  eagernefs  of- 
fered up  the  facrifice  of  their  an- 
tique rights  and  charters,  covering 
the  fteps  of  the  bureau  with  their 
parchments  and  pendant  feals;  u'hile 
they  at  the  fame  time  proclaimed 
tneir  defire,  that  there  fiiould  be  no 
more  provinces ;  that  there  fhould 
be  but  one  fole  nation,  one  fole  fa- 
mily, one  fole  empire. 

In  the  hlgheft  excefs  of  the  joy 
and  enthufiafm  which  were  fpread 
through  the  alfembly  ;  both  were 
fuddenly  checked  through  the  ill- 
timed,  and  it  might  be  faid  infati- 
ate  avidity  of  a  member  of  the  com- 
mons ;  who  by  ftretching  it  too  far, 
feemed  upon  the  point  of  fnapping 
the  bow-ftring.  This  member  pro- 
pofed  the  totd  abolition  of  all  ma- 


nerial  jurifdiftions.  As  this  did  not 
come  at  all  witliin  the  line  of  in- 
tended conceflion,  it  could  not  but 
occafion  a  fhort  paufe ;  the  nobility, 
however,  agreed  to  the  propolal 
with  a  tolerable  grace;  but  one  of 
them  inltantly  returned  the  favour 
by  moving,  that  juftice  fhould  for 
the  future  be,  in  all  cafes,  adminif- 
tered  gratuitouHy,  and  that  judicial 
ofHces  fhould  no  longer  be  venal. 
Nothing  could  have  pointed  a  more 
direfl  or  vexatious  blow  at  the 
commons  than  this  motion,  which 
went  to  cut  them  off  from  the  only- 
means  they  polTefTed  of  being  ever 
ennobled.  That  body,  however, 
difdained  to  be  outdone  even  in  the 
appearances  of  patriotifm  ;  and  the 
other  fide  could  not  but  be  furprifed. 
at  the  vehemence  of  the  approbation 
with  which  the  motion  was  receiv- 
ed and  confirmed  by  the  com.riions. 

This  circumlrance  undoubtedly 
contributed  to  give  rife  to  that  o- 
pinicn  v/hich  has  been  adopted  by 
fbme,  that  the  bufinefs  of  this  cele- 
brated night  was  neither  more  nor 
lefs  than  a  game  of  crcfs-furpo/es, 
played  by  the  contending  parties; 
that  the  lacrifices  made  were  moitiy 
dictated  by  a  fpirit  of  revenge, 
when  one  party,  incenfed  by  the 
lofies  it  had  been  made  to  fufFer, 
propcfed  to  the  other  ads  of  gene-» 
rofity  by  way  of  punifhment ;  and 
that  they  mutually  dared  each  other 
to  concefTions,  of  which  thofe  whu 
fuggefted  them  expefled  to  enjoy 
the  honour,  without  feeling  the  in- 
convenience. 

Whether  this  opinion  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  too  refined  or  not,  it  is 
however  certain,  that  under  the 
mixed  operation  of  fear,  hope,  po- 
licy, emulation,  enthufiafm,  vanity, 
and  impetuofity  of  temper,  feveral 
things    were    done   on  that  night, 
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which  were  afterwards,  upon  cofcl 
recollefticn,  forely  regretted;  and  it 
is  pofitively  afferted,  that  feveral 
of  the  nobility,  who  had  from  the 
bej^inning  been  eminent  for  their 
patriotifm,  and  for  the  fhare  they 
had  taken  in  forwarding  a  reform 
of  the  old  government,  were,  not- 
withllanding,  fo  much  difgufted  by 
the  proceedings  of  this  night,  that 
they  immediately  abandoned  the 
popular  fide  and  party,  and  ranked 
from  thence  among  the  moll  vio- 
lent ariilocrates. 

The  affemb^y,  however,  confider- 
ing  this  as  a  complete  regeneration 
<)f  France^  decreed  that  a  medal 
Ihould  be  ftruck,  in  order  to  im- 
mortalize the  afts  of  that  great  and 
glorious  night;  and,  tranfported 
by  the  warmth  of  their  paiTions, 
and  the  eagernefs  of  their  zeal, 
they  conferred  upon  the  king  the 
flattering  and  glorious,  but  ihort- 
fived  title  of  RejJorer  of  th  Liberty  of 
France  ;  and  ordered  a  deputation  to 
prefent  him  with  the  decrees,  with 
the  homage  of  his  regenerated  king- 
dom, and  to  addrefs  him  by  his  new 
title.  When  La  Chapelier,.  the 
prefident,  and  the  deputation,  had 
addrelled  the  king,  he  concluded  his 
anfwer  to  them  with  the  following 
words ;  "  Let  us  go  and  return 
•'  thanks  to  God,  for  the  generous 
"  fentiments  which  prevail  in  youraf- 
"  fembly."  A  folemn  TeDeum  was . 
accordingly  celebrated,  and  attended 
by  the  whole  affembly.  La  Chape- 
lier, (the  leader  and  founder  of  the 
famous  Breton  club,  fo  determinedly 
inimical  to  monarchy)  walking  as 
prefident,  though  a  commoner,  by 
the  fide  of  the  king,  and  thus, 
it  is  obferved,  properly  fupporting 
the  majelly  of  the  peoplcv     It  is 


likevvife  obferved  by  the  fame  vvrit-*- 
er  *,  that  this  was  the^irft  bene- 
diction of  religion  over  the  birth  of 
liberty. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  concef- 
fioas  made  by  the  clergy,  confider- 
able  as  they  were,  and  freely  offered,, 
did  not  procure  them  the  fmallell 
mark  of  favour  or  acknowledgment, 
fome  noify  and  tranfitory  marks  of 
immediate  approbation  excepted, 
from  either  the  nobles  or  the  com- 
mons. On  the  contrary,  there  were 
ftrong  indications,  both  then  and  af- 
ter, that  they  were  deftined  outcails 
from  both  parties  ;  and  all  the  joy, 
triumph,  and  good-humour  of  the 
4th  of  Augirft  was  wound  up  by  a 
motion,  fucceeded  by  an  earneft  de- 
bate which  lafled  till  morning,  for 
the  fuppreflion  of  their  titlies. 

This  debate  was  refumed  on  the 
next  day,  and  continued  on  the  fuc- 
ceeding,  and  the  motion  oppofed 
with  great  vigour.  The  celebrated 
Abbe  Sieyes,  with  all  his  abftradt 
notions  of  government,  was,  how- 
ever, a  firm  adherent  to  the  rights  of 
the  church,  at  leaft  in  thofe  things 
that  related  to  her  eftablifhment  and 
independence,  and  he  oppofed  this 
violent  invafion  of  both  with  great 
vigour  and  ability.  He  had  not 
been  prefent  at  the  firft  debate, 
but  hearing  that  it  was  intended  to 
feize  the  tithes  without  an  indemni- 
fication, he  rapidly  compofed  an  ela- 
borate v/ritten  fpeech,  which  he  carri- 
ed to  the  affembly,  full  fraught  with 
argunnent,  but  not  more  argumenta- 
tive than  acrimonious,  llrongly  urg- 
ing- the  violence,  oppreffion,  and 
iniullice  of  the  propofed  meafare,  as 
well  as  the  infecurity  and  danger  to 
which  the  precedent  would  expofe 
all    other    property ;    and    infilling 
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that  the  caufe  he  was  fupporting  was 
not  merely  that  of  the  church,  but 
of  all  property  whatever.  We  a  re  to 
obfer/e  that  it  was  the  general  mode 
adopted  in  the  aflembly,  for  the  mem- 
bers to  write  their  fpeeches  at  home, 
and  to  read  them  in  their  places, 
there  being  as  yet  very  few,  not 
above  three  or  four  in  the  whole, 
who  were  capable  of  delivering  their 
fentiments  in  an  extempore  public 
fpeech.  The  abbe,  who  was  u  u- 
ally  coUedlcd  and  compofed,  upon 
this  cccalion  afcended  the  tribune  in 
great  and  viiible  wrath;  but  this 
only  fervcd  to  increafe  the  anima- 
tion and  vehemence  with  which  he 
urged  his  arguments.  He  conclud- 
ed a  very  forcible  fpeech  by  boldly 
telling  the  aflembly,  that  "  if  they 
«  wiihed  to  hi  free,  they  fliould  be- 
"  gin  by  being ;";//?.  "^ 

Though  the  abbe  had  been  no 
fmali  favourite  with  the  affembiy,  and 
liis  rpeechcs  upon  other  occafions 
were  puiticularly  well  attended  to, 
jet  his  argumfTts  now,  initead  of 
prouucing  effeft  or  convicl:ion,  were 
heard  with  the  utmofi:  impatience, 
and  with  marks  of  difapprcbation 
which  amounted  even  to  interruption, 
both  b)-  the  nobility  and  commons. 
Wiiether  his  realonings  were  fo 
ftrongly  founded,  or  r.ot,  as  to  afford 
no  room  for  controverting  them,  it 
is  certain  that  the  condud  on  the 
ether  fide  gave  no  little  counter 
nance  to  the  affirmative  opinion,  not 
the  fmailell  attempt  b^ing  made  to 
refute  or  to  anfw.T  any  one  of  his 
pofuions.  The  iibbe  was  fo  much 
difgufted,  and  felt  himfelf  fo  deeply 
iniulted  by  what  he  deemed  this 
unworthy  treatment,  that,  if  we  are 
rightly  informed,  he  never  after 
took  that  eager  and  aftive  part  in 
public  affairs  which  he  had  previ- 
(Dufly  done. 


We  are  to  obferve,  that  through 
the  unaccountable  and  unexampled 
rapidity  v/ith  which  fucii  a  vail 
mais  of  bufmefs,  had  been  carried 
through  in  the  night  of  the  4th' of 
Aug'ull,  fixteen  refolutions  of  the 
greateft  importance  being  paifed 
in  a  few  hours,  moll  of  which 
fingly  would  require  the  cool 
deliberation  of  more  than  one  day, 
affiiled  by  much  knowledge  and 
judgment,  for  its  due  determina- 
tion, from  this  circumltance,  as 
weil  as  from  the  conrinual  difar- 
rangement  of  thought;  occafioned  by 
the  general  ciam.our  and  acclama- 
tion, it  became  extremely  dilncult  for. 
the  moll  comprchenfive  mind  to 
catch  the  nature  or  objecl  of  the 
fubjecls  v/hich  were  unexpecSiedly 
brought  on,  and  hurried  througii 
with  little  difcuflion  or  explanation. 
The  clergy  arc  reprefented  as  liav- 
ing  been  in  this  (late  of  blindnefs  or 
ignorance,  when'  the  queflion  in 
v/hich  they  were  fo  much  intereffed 
relative  to  tithes  was  on  that  night 
brought  forward.  They  had  gene- 
rally conceived,  from  whatever  caufe 
it  proceeded,  tiiat  they  were  to  re- 
ceive a  jull,  or  at  leall  a  reafonablc 
pecuniary  compenfation,  an  idea 
which  alTorded  tne  highelt  gratifica- 
tion to  them,  as  they  would  thereby 
be  relieved  from  that  odious  ne- 
ceflity  of  taking  tithes  in  kind, 
which  above  all  tilings  they  wiihed 
to  be  exonerated  from,  and  for  that 
purpofe  would  willingly  Lave  fub- 
mitted  to  no  fmall  fubllraclioa 
from  their  value  on  the  fuppofition 
of  a  comm.utation. 

But  when  they  found  that  they 
were  to  be  llripped  of  their  only 
means  of  living,  .ind  deltined  to 
look  for  fome  undefined  compenfa- 
tion, which  was  to  depend  entirely 
upon  the  future  degree  of  benevo- 
[i)'  3]  lence 
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lence  that  might  happen  to  operate 
upon    the    nation  or  afl'embly,  no- 
thing could  exceed  their  fenfc  of  the 
wrong,  or  their  indignation  at  the 
injury.     Nor  did  the  contemptuous 
treatment    which    the   abbe    Sieves 
had  jull  experienced,  nor  the  cla- 
mour which  was  oppofed  to  their 
own  arguments   and   remonllrances, 
nor  even  the  o-allins  ridicule  which 
occafionally  intervened,  and  would 
pafs  a   fubjeft,   to  them  much   too 
feriouS  for  merriment,  oiF as  a  jcft,  at 
all  deter  them  from  contending  vi- 
goroufly  for  their  rights,  and  ftur- 
dily    defending  their    daily   bread. 
It  was  upon  this  occafion  that  one 
of  the  country  vicars,  in  the  bitter- 
nefs  of  his  heart,  addrefied  himfelf 
to  the  commons;  and    calling  out, 
with  the  higheft  and   moll  marked 
indignation,  aiked,  "  Was  it  then  to 
**  devour  us,  that  you  invited  us  to 
*'  join  you  in  the  name  of  the  God 
"  of  peace  ?"     It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  a  fenfe  of  their  own  conduct  in 
abandoning  the  nobili'v.  with  a  re- 
coUeftion  of  the  means  ufed  to  draw 
them  to  that  meafure,  and  a  galling 
comparifon  between    the   fraternal 
embraces,  along  with  the  flattering 
title  of  faviours  of  their  country, 
which  they  had  fo  lately  received, 
and    the  immediate  ingratitude  of 
thofe  very  men  by  whom  they  had 
been  fo  highly  carefled  and  bepraif- 
ed,  and  to  whom  th"  .'  i  ad  in  reality 
done  fuch  eflential  ler^rice,  mufl:  all 
together   have  ferved   to   embitter 
the  prefent  fcene   in  the   moft  ex- 
treme degree^ 

The  debate,  if  a  continued  fcene 
of  tur:ult,  noife  and  confafion  might 
be  allowed  to  ufurp  that  name,  was 
continued  through  the  whole  day. 
In  vain  did  a  number  of  the  depu- 
ties, vk^ho  v/ifhed  to  get  quit  of  fo 
tirefome  a  difcufTion,  by  that  fhort 
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decifion  which  confifted  only  in  the 
counting  of  heads,  and  in  which  they 
were  certain  of  a  majority  of  two 
or  three  to  one,  call  loudly  and  re- 
peatedly for  the  queftion.  The 
diforder  was  too  great,  and  the  paf- 
fions  on  both  fides  too  much  inflam- 
ed, to  admit  of  the  coolnefs  and  re- 
gularity neceflkry  even  for  a  divi- 
sion ;  fo  that  the  bufineis  was  by 
common  confent  adjourned  to  the 
following  day. 

The  popular  writers  not  only  ac- 
knowledge, but  feem  to  mention  it  as 
an  inlbmce  of  the  aftivity  and  abi- 
lity   of  the    leaders   on    their    fide, 
that  the  night  of  the  5  th  of  Augult, 
which   was    that    immediately  fuc- 
ceeding  the  debate  on  tithes,  was 
by  no  means    idly    or  ineffeftively 
fpent.       Every    engine   was  fet  to 
work,  to  overcome  the  obftinacv,  or 
to  mollify  the  minds  of  the  clergy. 
Hope,  terror,  and  flattery  were  al- 
ternately tried,  and  each  in  its  turn 
found  a  foil  fit  for  its  reception,  and 
produced    its  proper  efFecl.       The 
objeft  in  view  was  to  obtain  from 
themfelves  a  formal,  and  at  the  fame 
time  an  apparently   voluntary   fur- 
render  of  tithes.     In  fad,  the  clergy 
could  not  but  fee,  that  the  union  of 
the    noblest    and    commons  againft: 
them    muft  of  neceflity  render  all 
thsir   efForti  abortive ;    and   it  re- 
quired no   great    trouble  to  deter- 
mine, whether  it  was  not  better  to 
fubmit  with  a  good  grace  to  an  in- 
evitable evil,    than  by  a  vain,  and 
what  would  be  deemed  a  pertina- 
cious refiftance,  to  exafperate   that 
power  on  which  they  were  ftill  def- 
tined  to  rely  for  fupport  and  protec- 
tion. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  and  under 
thefe  and  fimilar  imprefiions,  the 
point  was  gained  in  the  courfe  of  the 
night;  and  at  the  commencement 
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of  the  fitting  on  the  next  morning, 
the  archbiihop  of  Paris,  in  the 
name  of  his  brethren,  furrendered 
all  the  tithes  of  the  church  into  the 
hands  of  the  nation  ;  accompanying 
the  furrender  with  the  following 
fliort  fpeech  :  "  Let  the  gofpel  be 
"  preached ;  let  divine  worlhip  be 
"  celebrated  with  decency  and  dig- 
*'  nity;  let  the  church  be  provided 
"  with  virtuous  at, d  zealous  pallors; 
*'  let  the  poor  amongft  the  people 
"  be  fuccoured.  This  is  the  delH- 
"  nation  of  our  riches ;  thefe  are 
"  the  objedts  of  our  minillry,  and 
**  of  our  wifhes :  we  trull:  ourfelves, 
"  without  referve,  to  a  jull:  and  gc- 
"  nercus  nation."  This  facrihce 
was  received  with  an  aft'eiled  accla- 
mation of  applaufe,  as  if  any  one 
could  be  perfuaded  that  it  was  a  free 
and  voluntary  gift.  It  was  not  an 
incurious  circumilance  to  obferve 
the  fuddcn  change  which  took  place 
in  the  countenance  and  manner  of 
the  aflbmbly.  That  body,  i'o  agi- 
tated, fo  noify,  fo  tumultuous  and 
violent  on  the  prscc-ung  day  and 
night,  was  now  fo  calm,  fo  tranquil 
and  placid,  that  It  was  di.Ikult  to  fup- 
pofc  it  compofed  of  the  ftme  men. 

It  coft  the  affembly  feveral  days 
to  digelt  and  frame  into  laws  the 
refolutions  pafled  on  the  night  of 
the  4th  of  Auguit  and  the  tranf- 
adions  and  debates  of  that  night  are 
fo  intermixed,  in  the  publifhed  re- 
lations, with  thofe  which  fucceeded, 
and  that  without  any  mark  of  dif- 
tinftion,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  affign 
their  proper  time  or  place  to  fome 
of  them.  It  feems,  however,  to 
have  been  on  that  night  that  the 
deputies  from  Dauphiny  reminded 
the  aflembly  of  the  wllh  dec)'  red 
by  that  province,  that  France  faould 
no  longer  remain  parcelled  out  a- 
mongft    Bretons,  Dauphinois,    and 


Proven^aux,  but  fhould  for  the  fu- 
ture be  inhabited  by  French  citi- 
zens only.  It  was  ftated,  in  fupport 
of  this  propofal,  that  the  French 
had  not  hitherto  been  properly  a 
nation,  but  rather  an  incoheri  nt  and 
fantaflical  affemblage  of  difterent 
people,  who  had  fortuiu;ully  pafl- 
ed under  the  fame  monarchy;  lomc, 
by  virtue  of  a  will,  bequeathing 
them  as  property ;  others,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  mariiage,  which 
transferred  them  as  a  daughter's 
portion  ;  and  all  by  different  titles, 
and  upon  different  conditions ;  all 
preferving  their  dilUnCl  laws  and 
cuftoms,  and  having  nothing  in 
common,  but  the  diiadvantage  of 
fuffering  all  the  miferies  offervi- 
lude,  without  the  folitary  recom- 
pence  of  poflcfRng  uniform  laws 
and  fimilar  interefts. 

This  application  v,as  received 
with  great  and  univerfal  applaufe  ; 
and  it  was  probably  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  that  the  deputies  of  feveral 
privileged  towns  and  diflrifts  made 
a  furrender,  a;  we  have  -already 
feen,  of  the  charters  and  limriicipal 
documents  of  the  places  they  repre- 
fented.  But  many  other  of  the  de- 
puties, being  more  fcrupulous,  did 
not  choofe  to  furrender  the  local 
privileges  of  their  conftituents  vv\th- 
out  confuking  them  ;  and  although 
the  affembly  had  already  dec' arcd  or 
decreed,  that  no  pofitive  infl.rudlons 
from  the  conftituents  Hiould  be  con- 
fidered  as  bincing;  yet  upon  this 
occafion  they  allowed  time  for  their 
communicating  with  them.  But 
for  the  intermediate  time  a  provi- 
fional  furrender  was  however  made 
of  all  exclufive  privileges,  and  it 
was  underll:ood  and  announced,  that 
there  fliould  be  one  common  confti- 
tution  throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
that  no  privilege,  or  luppoied  right, 
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fhould  be  admitved  to  obHruft  the 
attainment  of  that  defired  objefb. 
The  final  reiult  was,  that  every  ex- 
clufive  right  and  privilege  through- 
out the  kingdom  was  at  length  re- 
figned.  The  provinces  which  pof- 
fefTed  a  right  of  taxing  themfelves, 
renounced  that  right,  and  their 
Hates,  together ;  and  the  parlia- 
ments, which  had  fo  long  been  the 
boaR  of  France,  and  cofifidored  as 
the  able  and  inflexible  gaardians  of 
the  public  rights,  were  foon  anni- 
hilated, as  well  as  the  provincial 
ftates.  All  the  ancient  lyllems  of 
theology  and  of  the  fchcols,  toge- 
ther with  the  canon,  political,  and 
ecclefiaftical  bodies  of  law,  were 
fwept  away  like  cobwebs ;  as  were, 
with  fcill  greater  eaie,  all  the  claims 
or  fuppofed  rights  of  the  court  of 
Rome,  and  all  fees  or  taxes  here- 
tofore paid  to  it  for  ever  abolilhed. 
In  a  word,  every  thing  changed  its 
ancient  form  and  afpedl. 

It  was  obferved,  by  men  of 
ihrewd  obfervation,  that  hovrevei- 
brilliant  the  generous  enthuf.afm  of 
the  4th  of  Auguft  appeared,  and 
whatever  honour  the  great  facrifices 
made  by  the  nobility  and  clergy  to 
the  people  conferred  on  the  parties, 
yet  that  this  r:^w  mode  of  haftily 
paffing  the  moll  important  laws  by 
acclamation,  was  fraught  with  much 
inconvenience  and  evil;  that  it 
took  away  from  that  reipeft,  from 
that  opinion  of  wifdom,  which  ever 
fliould  ^ittend  the  proc  edings  of  a 
great  deliberative  afiembly ;  more 
particularly  the  prelent,  engaged 
as  it  was  in  the  moft  arduous  tafk 
that  ever  had  been  comm.itted  to 
the  hands  of  a  fimilar  body  of  men, 
that  ot  correfting  ?[]  the  a!»nfes 
accumulated  in  the  courfe  of  a  long 
feries  of  paft  ages,  and  of  framing  a 
new  and  uerfect  conuitution  for  the 


government  of  a  great  and  power- 
ful empire,  as  if  it  had  now  been 
only  commencing  its  exillence. 
They  held,  that  one  efiential  law 
coolly  paffed  in  favour  of  the  people, 
marked  with  its  proper  charadler- 
iilicks  of  due  deliberation,  difcuf- 
fion  and  enquiry,  would  have  pro- 
duced better  efteds  upon  their  tem- 
per and  difpofition,  and  infpired 
them  with  higner  fentim.ents  of 
gratitude,  than  the  whole  bundle  of 
laws  thus  precipitately  hurried 
through  by  the  voice  of  clamour 
and  acclamation.  That  fuch  a  tor- 
rent of  benefits  coming  upon  them 
at  once,  was  more  calculated  to  turn 
their  heads,  to  loofen  all  the  band's 
of  fubordination,  to  eradicate  every 
fenfe  of  their  reipc-dive  duties,  and 
to  indifpofe  them  to  every  form 
whatever  of  government,  than  to 
render  them  good  citizens,  andufe- 
ful  members  of  the  fodety,  in  their 
proper  fphere  of  life.  That  thefe 
laws  fhould  have  been  promulged, 
and  thefe  benefits  communicated 
gradually,  to  give  them  proper  ef- 
feft,  and  thereby  to  render  them 
ufeful ;  but  that  in  the  prefent  ilU 
chofen  leafon  of  paffing  the  one, 
and  no  lefs  ill  mode  of  difpenfing 
the  other,  the  people  mu.'i  natuTiily 
attribute  them  ^-ither  to  a  ^adden 
paroxyfm  of  fear  or  of  rnadviefs ; 
and  that  under  this  imprcflion,  their 
gratitude  on  the  one  hand,  and  all 
the  good  efFeiEls  which  V,  ere  hoped 
to  proceed  from  thefe  prodigious 
conceffions,  on  the  other,  would  be 
equDlly  fupsrfeded.  They  farthejp 
inliited,that  independently  of  all  ex- 
trinfic  confiderasions,  fo  important 
and  fo  intricate  a  body  of  laws, 
which  went  to  change  the  whole 
lavv  and  policy  of  the  nation^  to 
difarrange  or  difpofe  of  near  half 
its  property,  and  to  draw  eternal 
X  line^ 
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lines  of  demarcation  between  the 
rights  and  chiims  of  the  iich~  and 
the  poor,  the  great  and  the  fmall, 
required,  whether  with  regard  to 
their  ftability,  or  to  the  cndracter 
of  the  legiflators,  that  none  of 
them  feparately,  mucti  lefs  the 
whole,  Ihould  have  been  pafTed, 
without  deep  thought,  cw.lm  deli- 
beration, long  dil'culiion,  clofe  en- 
<juiry  into  facts  and  confecjucnces, 
and  a  vigorous  exenioh  of  a'l  the 
human  forefigb.t  in  looking  to  pof- 
fible  or  probable  confequencA. 

The  event  was,  that  the  nobility 
and  clergy  in  the  provinces,  feeling 
no  part  of  that  enthuiiafm  whica 
opera'.ed  on  tiieir  brcthen  upon  the 
4th  of  Auguft,  and  being,  on  thecon- 
trary,  in  tne  highelt  degree  irritated 
by  the  devaltauon  and  ruin  wiiich 
they  were  enduring,  were  much 
diilatisfied  with,  and  very  generally 
condemned  the  condurt  ol  their  de- 
legates, in  tnus  hallily  facrihcing 
their  rights  and  property,  without 
their  concurrence,  and  vvithout  ob- 
taining the  fmallell  fecuritv,  either 
preient  or  future,  for  tlicir  perfons, 
or  for  whatever  lliil  remained  of 
their  poiTelfion^. "  On  the  other 
hand,  the  illiterate  peafantry,  liav- 
ipg  received  only  very  imperfeft 
accounts  and  forming  very  confufcd 
ideas  of  v/hat  had  paled  in  the  af- 
fembly,  yet  the  mixture  of  truth 
and  falfeiiood  which  reac.ed  them, 
that  the  feudal  fyilem  was  entirely 
overthrown,  all  privileges  and  dif- 
tinftions  between  men  for  ever  a- 
bolilhed,  that  all  open  lands  we:e 
the  property  of  the  nation  (by 
which  they  underllood  themrelves) 
with  that  addition,  wliich  was  re- 
ceived more  greedily  than  any 
other,  that  no  rents  were  in  future 
to  be  paid,  thefe  thing?  they  thought 
not  only  afforded  a  full  jultihcation 


of  their  pafl:  violence,  but  fufficient 
authority  for  its  continuance ;'nor  is 
it  much  to  be  wondered  at,  that  they 
{hould  confider  thefe  fudden  and 
extraordinary  benefits  as  either  the 
reward  or  tae  effect  of  their  own 
outrages.  Und-r  this  perfuafion 
they  accordingly  renewed  thena 
with  greater  violence  than  ever, 
bf'ing  now  freed  from  the  drea^.! 
which  had  hitherto  attended  the 
perpetration  of  funilar  crimes.  The 
national  aflembly  paflVd  very  fevere 
laws  to  prevent  the'.e  diforders,  and 
to  punifh  the  offender? ;  but  they 
not  being  fupportcd  with  vigour, 
and  no  proper  force  alligned  for 
carrying  them  into  execution,  they 
produced  little  effect. 

But  the  proprietaries  at  length, 
whofe  fupinenefs  hirherto  had  been 
a  matter  of  general  aftoniihment, 
took  up  arms  in  tl.eir  own  defence, 
and  checked  the  barbarou:  ravages 
of  the  peafantry.  To  this  late-dif- 
covered  vigour  on  their  iide  Rabaut 
attributes  tiie  falvation  of  France  ; 
for  he  obferves,  that  that  clafs  of 
men  who  had  nothing  to  lofe,  and 
every  thing  to  gain  in  the  coniiifon 
of  revolutions,  was  thereby  deterred 
from  aff.mbiing. 

As  an  appearance  of  fome  tran- 
quillity and  good  temper  now  pre- 
vailed in  the  court  a:^d  alTerabiv, 
the  king  ventured  upon  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  new  miniilry.  The  great 
fcal  v.aj  given  to  the  archbiiliop  of 
Bcurdeaux;  thenonunationof  bene- 
fices to  the  archbiihop  of  Vienne; 
the  war  department  was  committed 
to  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin  ;  v.hile  St. 
Prieft  and  Montmorin,  who  hr.d 
been  recalled  with  Ncckar,  were 
reinllated  in  their  former  o'hce?. 
The  three  former  were  members  ot 
the  affembly,  but  they  ceaied  from 
fitting  or  voting  there  after  their 
appointment. 
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appointment.  The  aflembly  ex- 
prefted  great  fatisfaclion  at  the 
choice  of  thefe  miniilers,  which 
the  king  had  ::vir:i;diately  commu- 
nicated to  them  by  letter. 

It  happened  unfortunately,  that 
the  fame  evil,  which  had  already 
proved  fo  fatal  to  the  king  and  to 
his  adminiftrations,  ftill|continued  to 
prefs  upon  the  executive  govern- 
ment with  greater  weight  than  it 
even  had  done  before.  The  pay- 
ment of  the  taxes  was  generally  re- 
fufed  or  evaded  in  molt  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  there  v/as  no  money 
to  fupport  government  or  c-arry  on 
the  public  bufinefs.  In  this  ilate 
of  things  the  new  miniiicrs  dem.^nd- 
ed  an  audience  of  the-  aflembly; 
and  the  archbilliop  of  Bourdeaux, 
as  keeper  of  the  feal,  having  expa- 
tiated largely  on  the  difordered  and 
melancholy  ftate  of  public  affairs, 
M.  Neckar,  as  miniller  of  finance, 
demanded  that  the  aflembly  fliould 
give  its  fanftion  to  a  loan  of  thirty 
millions  of  livres,  as  a  meafure  in- 
difpenfably  ncceflary.  The  neceflity 
was  "-oo  evident  to  admit  of  a  dif- 
cufilcn;  but  fome  objedtions  were 
made  on  account  of  the  infl:ru£lions 
which  the  delegates  had  received 
from  their  conflituents,  not  to  grant 
any  fubfidies  until  they  had  com- 
pleted the  conflitution.  Thefe  ob- 
jedions,  however,  gave  way  to  the 
inltant  and  extreme  didrefs  of  the 
ftate  for  want  of  money  ;  but  this 
occafion  aftbrdcd  the  firft  inftance  of 
the  total  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  countenance  of  the  af- 
iembly  with  refpeft  to  Neckar. 
Jnflead  of  adoptino^  the  fcheme 
formed  by  the  financial  minifter, 
wliofe  abilities  and  integrity  they 
had  fo  often  extolled  in  a  degree 
which  approached  to  the  hyperbole, 
they  now  declared  their  total  want 


of  confidence  in  him,  by  altering 
his  plan,  and  narrowing  the  terms 
which  he  propofed  as  an  induce- 
ment to  the  lenders  for  fubfcribing 
to  the  loan.  The  confequence  was 
natural ;  the  monied  men  would  not 
pr.rt  with  their  cafh,  and  no  body 
fubfcribed;  and  by  this  very  ill- 
judged  management  die  weaknefs 
or  failure  of  public  credit,  which 
might  otherwife  have  been  kept  in 
the  dark,  was  expofed  to  all  Eu- 
rope. This  condufl,  however,  drew 
a  degree  of  unpopularity;  and  even 
ofodium,uponthe  national  aflembly, 
which  it  did  not  cafily  get  quit  of; 
fur  as  Neckar  did  not  fcruple  pub- 
licly to  vindicate  hliufelf,  the  whole 
blame  fell  upon  that  body,  to 
v.'hom  in  reality  it  properly  belong- 
ed. 

Upon  this  failure,  the  necelTity 
for  money  every  hour  increafing, 
Neckar  was  permitted  to  prefcribe 
fuch  terms  as  he  thought  would  an- 
fwer  the  purpofe,  for  raiflng  a  loan 
of  eighty  millions  of  livres,  at  five 
per  cent,  on  the  credit  of  a  vote 
pafled  by  the  affembly.  But  the 
fortunate  moment  was  pail,  and 
could  not  be  regained;  although 
the  propofals  were  fufHciently  al- 
luring, the  fubfcription  hung  too 
heavily  on  hand  to  produce  the  de- 
fired  effcdt,  and,  in  fine,  was  not 
half  filled.  In  the  mean  tim.e  a 
fcheme  of  promoting  and  receiving 
patriotic  conrributions  was  adopt- 
ed; and,  like  other  novelties  in  that 
country,  raged  for  its  time  as  an 
epidemic.  Silver  buckles  and  gold 
rings  were  the  moft  common  con- 
tributions to  the  aflembly  ;  fo  that 
in  a  few  days  not  a  filver  buckle 
was  to  be  fcen,  nor  probably  many 
wedding  rings  to  be  found,  any 
where  in  or  near  Paris.  The  na- 
tional aflTembly  themfelves,  in  a 
fudden 
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fudden  fit  of  enthufiafm,   difman-  eminently   diilinguifhed    for   their 

tied  all  their   own  ftoes   one  day  patriotifm  on  this  occafion,  freely 

in    a    moment.       Such    was    the  offering  a  fhare  of  their  earnings  to 

rage  of  falhion  while  it  lafted,  that  the  fupport  of  the  public. — It  was 

the    pooreft     neople,    even     thofe  undoubtedly   the  moll:   difgraceful 

who  were  little   better   than  living  meafure,  with  refpecl  both  to   the 

on  charity,  prefented   their   offer-  nation  and  to  themfelves,  that  ever 

ings.      The  lowed  as  well  as  the  was  adopted  by  any  body  of  men 

higher  orders  of  courtezans  were  in  fimilar  circumltances. 

CHAP.        II. 

King  and  queen  fend  their  gold  and Jil'ver  plate  to  the  mint.  Patriotic  dona- 
tions incapable  of  r-:lieving  the  necefjjlies  of  the  fate.  Extranrdinary  tax 
decreed,  under  the  name  of  a  patriotic  contribution,  by  'which  each  man  <was 
to  contribute  one  fourth  of  his  annual  re^venue  to  the  exigencies  of  the  fiate. 
Loud  coiv.jdaints  and  'violent  animofities  excited  by  this  partial  tax.  Em- 
barrafjments  and  dijfficulties  nvhich  the  national  afjemhly  experienced  infract- 
ing the  Jie-iAj  declaration  of  rights.  Great  debates  upon  the  propriety  or 
inexpedicnce  of  adopting  the  meaftre.  Declaration  at  length  paffcd  and  prc- 
jnulgated.  Saying  of  Mirabcau  upon  the  fubjedt.  A/JenMy  di-vided  iiito  a 
number  of  fcflions  or  committees,  to  each  of  vjhich  is  afjigncd  fame  fpecifed 
part  ef  the  neiv  conflituticn,  on  ivhich  it  is  to  make  a  report.  Grand 
quefiion  arifes.  What  /hare  cf  authority  it  'was  fitting  the  king  fl:ould  pcf 
fefs  in  the  neiv  legiflature  ?  This  operates  like  a  touchftone  in  trying  every 
man' s  principles,  and  compelling  him  to  an  open  a'von.val  of  them.  Jfjembly 
arranged^  face  to  face,  in  t-zvo  great  hojlile  divificns,  apparently  equal 
in  flrength  and  numbers.  Violent  contejis  enfue,  and  are  fo  long  con- 
tinued, that  the  people  -tvithout,  and  at  length  the  "johole  nation,  become 
parties  in  them.  State  of  the  parties  ii-ithin  and  tvithout,  ivho  thus  di- 
'vided  the  afjembly  and  the  nation.     King^s  veto,  or  negati--ve,  tuith  refpedl 

.  to  the  paj/ing  of  laivs,  one  of  the  fubjeits  mofi  'violently  and  generally  agi- 
tated. Populace  cf  Paris  interfere  openly  in  the  qucftion  cf  the  'veto  ; 
ivhile  the  crcvjds  in  the  galleries  of  the  affembly  become  fo  daringly  auda- 
cious, as  by  hootings  and  rcvilings  to  endea'vour  to  dromon  the  'voices,  and  by 
infults  and  menaces  to  deter  from  gi'ving  their  'votes  all  thofe  7fie?nbers  ix-ho 
fupported  the  rights  of  the  cravn.  Long  lijls  cf  members  ivho  luere  marked 
for  profcription,  and  defined  to  be  'victims  to  the  'vengeance  cf  the  people, 
publijhed  in  Paris,  and  diflrihuted  through  e'very  part  of  the  kingdom.  Po- 
pular fermentation  in  Paris  rifen  nearly  to  its  highefl  pitch.  The  notorious 
St.  Huruge,  attempts  to  ha'vc  the  king,  the  dauphin,  and  the  national  affem" 
bly,  brought  to  Parts;  but  by  the  f pint ed  exertions  of  La  Fayette,  Badly ^ 
and  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  the  leaders  are  committed  to  prifon,  and  the  fedition 
quelled.  Hea'vy  complaints  made  to  the  ajembly  by  fcveral  of  its  members 
of  thofe  treafonuble  attempts  againfi  the  freedom  cf  the  king,  as  •well  as  of 
that  body  itfelf;  and  like-wife  of  the  lifis  of  profcription  iL-hich  luere  pub- 
lijhed, and  of  the  inctndiary  letters  by  luhich  they  n.vere  continually  menaced 
ivith  deflruihcn ;  but  Mirabeau  ruaith  his  faSiion  turn  the  nvhole  complaint 
into  ridicule.  Numberlefs  charges  of  fuppofed  plots  and  confpiracics  no'vj 
made  againfi  the  royalijls ;  ivhicb  effeclually  anfwer  one  purpofe,  in  exciting 
I  a  general 


v^v. 
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a  general  alarm  /ind  ferment  through  the  nation.  The  Parijians,  in  partis 
cular,  become  a^ain  dangeroujly  outrageous,  and  every  thing  bears  the  fame 
aj'pe-l  as  in  the  preceding  months  of  June  and  Juiy.  In  this  fate  rf  affairs  ^ 
the  king,  ever  ivijhing  to  prefcr~oe  or  rejlore  tranquillity,  fends  Neckar  ivitb 
a  propofal  to  the  afjembly,  declaring  that  he  ^vould  be  coystented  n.uith  a 
fufpenfive  'veto,  ivhcfe  operation  fnould  not  lafi  longer  than  ora  ar  iijvo  legif- 
latnres.  This  propofql  recei-ved  loith  fatifaSiicn ;  and  it  nvas  decreed, 
that  the  royal  fufpenfion  p:ould  continue  during  tnvo  legiflatures.  Great  de- 
hates  on  the  quefion,  nvhcther  the  national  afembly  Jhoidd  be  compcfed  of  one 
er  tavo  chambers,  ^ejlion  at  length  carried  for  afng/e  chamber  by  a  pro- 
digious majority.  Members  obliged  to  procure  cp-tifcates  hoiu  they  had 
given  their  <votes,  to  prefer-ve  their  houfes  and  fuinilies  from  dcfiruSlion, 
j^fjembly  decree,  that  the  iegi/lati-ve  body  Jhall  be  renenx>cd  every  t~MO  years 
by  elections.  Receive  a  letter  frc?n  the  king,  contain'ng  his  objcaions  to 
certain  parts  of  fome  of  the  neiv  lavjs,  vjhich  occafom  much  difcontent  in 
the  afjemily.  King  obliged  to  give  his  fadicn  fimply,  and  •uiithout  co?timent, 
to  the  lanvs  in  quftion.  Things  tending  f aft  to  an  extraordinary  crifes  both 
in  Paris  £cnd  P'erfailles.  Afjembly,  hovjcver,  confrm  the  hereditary  fuc- 
cejjion  of  the  crovjn ;  and  declare  the  king^s  perfon  facred  and  inviolable, 
ylrrival  of  the  regiment  of  Flanders  at  Vcrfailles,  the  cavfe  or  pretence  of 
the  enfuing  mifchlcfs.  Entertainment  given  by  the  officers  of  the  king's  life 
guards  to  thofe  of  the  nevj  corps,  productive  of  much  licentioufnefs  and  folly, 
"i  his  banquet  occaffons  a  violent  ferinent  both  at  Paris  and  Verfailles.  Nu- 
merous  army  of  ivomen,  after  plundering  the  toaun  houfe,  and  fupplying 
tbemfelves  vuith  arms  and  artillery,  march  from  Paris  to  Verfailles.  Are 
follovoed  by  unmanbered  bands  of  ruffans.  And  not  long  after  by  La 
Fayette,  ot  the  head  of  a  confderable  army  of  the  naii'nal  guards.  Events 
of  the  ^th  and  6th  of  Odober.  King  and  royal  family  led  captive  to 
Paris.  Tumult  in  Paris,  and  the  murder  of  a  baker,  foon  after  the  arrival 
of  the  national  affembiy,  occaf  on  the  greatef  alarm  and  ajprehenfcn  in  that 
hody.  Severe  decree  paffcd,  by  vjhich  the  tnagif  rates  are  cmpoxvered  to  pro- 
claim martial  lav:,  and  to  proceed  to  the  laf  extremities  in  repreffmg  the  fu- 
ture outrages  of  the  mob'.  La  Fayette  procures  the  Duke  rf  Orleans'  departure 
to  England.^ 

IN  the  pinching  fcarcity  of  mo-  in  the  royal  pert'onages,  who  were 
ney  which  now  prevailed,  the  obiiged  to  deftine  the  plate  to  be 
king  and  queen  fent  their  gold  and  converted  into  current  coin  for  ihe 
filver  plate  to  the  mini  for  coinage,  relief  of  their  i;-nmediate  necefli- 
We  had  originally  underftood  this     ties. 

to  have  been,  in  the  prefent  fpirit  It  foon  appeared,  and  might  have 
of  the  time,  a  patriotic  donation,  been  eafily  forefeen,  that  the  pa- 
intended  to  give  a  fandlion  and  triotic  oiiering"  v/ere  totally  inca- 
countenance  to  the  offerings  of  fi!-  pable  of  relieving  the  public  necef- 
ver  trinkets,  fmall  fums  of  money  fities,  which  were  of  too  vaft  a 
and  pieces  of  plate  v/hich  Vcre  magnitu.'e  to  be  at  all  afteded  by 
continually  made.  But  it  .ippjars  fuch  trifling  refources :  fo  that  the 
from  Neckar,  who  could  not  be  danger  of  a  public  bankruptcy,  and 
miilaken,  that  tills  m< mure  pro-  of  a  total  ceffation  of  all  the  opera- 
ceeded  from  mere  ablolute  poverty  .  tions  of  government,  could  not  but 

ftiike 
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ffrike  every  mind  with  apprehcn- 
iion ;  the  taxes  being  almoft  en- 
tirely unproductive,  and  no  means 
appearing  for  fupplying  their  place 
•with  an  adequate  fublHtute.  It 
was  in  this  ftate  of  hard  and  trying 
difficulty,  when  the  grcatnefs  of  the 
neceflity  feemed  almoil  to  afford  a 
fandlion  to  any  meafure  that  might 
be  purfue.d  for  obtaining  relief,  that 
Neckar  ventured  to  lay  before  the 
afiembly  the  fcheme  for  a  iupply, 
which  the  boldeft  miniller  that  ever 
lived,  and  in  the  moil  defpotic  go- 
vernment, would  perhaps  have  he- 
fitated  at  adopting.  This  was  the 
extraordinary  contribution  of  '  the 
fourth  part  of  each  man's  yearly 
revenue,  to  be  paid  at  different  af- 
iigned  periods  during  the  courle 
of  three  years.  The  eftimate  of 
each  man's  income,  and  confequent-^ 
iy  the  aniount  of  the  fum  which  lie 
was  to  contribute  to  the  ftate,  i-cmg 
left  to  his  own  honour. 

It  was  furely  a  fingular  cafe, 
that  a  tax  almoft  without  example 
in  the  mod  arbitrary  governments, 
iliould  have  been  paifed  by  a  body 
ot  men,  not  only  highly  republican, 
but  who  were  the  avowed  affertors 
of  liberty.  The  peculiar  fituation 
of  the  affembly  will,  however,  ex- 
plain this  circumftance.  They  were 
already  labouring  under  great  and 
general  odium  on  account  of  the 
failure  of  Neckar's  firft  fcheme  for 
Falfing  money  by  a  loan,  which  wr.s 
entirely  and  juilly  charged  to  their 
injudicious  and  wanton  interference 
in  the  bufinefs.  At  the  lame  time, 
inllant  bankruptcy,  Vv'ith  all  its  fa- 
tal confequences,  were  flaring  them 
full  in  the  fac2;  and  if  they  rc- 
jcfted  the  prefent  plan,  they  would 
have  made  themfelves  thereby  an- 
fwerable  for  all  the  evils  that  might 
follow.     Mirab'jau's  eloquence  was. 


however,  neceflary  to  make  the 
decree  pafs  glibly  through  the  af- 
fsmbly ;  although  he  took  care  to 
infmuate,  in  a  manner  which  could 
not  be  mifunderftood,  that  Neckar 
poffeiled  neither  his  confidence  nor 
eileem. — It  was  too  late  now  for 
the  affembly  to  refleiSl,  that  much 
of  the  public  dillrefs  proceeded 
from  their  own  extraordinar}',  and 
as  it  proved  unfortunate  declaration, 
which  taught  the  people  to  conii- 
der  all  the  prefent  taxes  as  illegal, 
from  their  not  being  laid  on  by  their 
reprefentatives. 

Nothing  was,  however,  left  un- 
done by  the  affembly,  which, 
could  tend  to  render  this  fcheme 
of  fupply  palatable;  and  to  pre- 
vent its  affuming  the  odious  deno- 
mination of  a  tax,  it  was  repre- 
fcnted  entirely  as  a  patriotic  con- 
tribution, or  donation.  An  addrefs. 
to  the  nation  was  likev/ife  paffed> 
ftating  the  neceflity  of  her  making; 
great  facrifices  in  cafes  of  great 
emergency.  •But  neither  thefe  mea- 
fures,  nor  a  knowledge  that  the- 
fcheme  of  this  tax  originated  witis 
Neckar,  could  prevent  a  great 
number  of  thofe  who  were  expofel 
to  its  effeft  from  confidering  thb-. 
decree,  as  the  refuh  of  a  combina- 
tion, formed  by  men  without  pro- 
perty., to  ftrip  thofe  who  frill  re- 
tained any,  of  the  lall  farthing  they 
poffeffi'd.  For  the  example  being;; 
once  fet,  of  thus  partially  taxing; 
a  part  of  the  comrnuniiv,  and  con- 
demning them  to  bear  all  the  bur- 
thens of  the  llatc,  v/ho  could  pre- 
tend to  define  the  extent  to  which 
the  injury  and  oppreffion  might  not 
be  carried  under  ihe  fandion  of  fuch 
a  precedent;  efpeciaUy  as  all  power 
was  lodged,  and  liable  to  continue, 
in  the  hands  of  thofe  very  men  v.-]jo 
had  committed  the  original  wrong  .* 

if 


30]     ANNUAL    REGlSTEk,    1790. 


If  ftate  neceflity  was  pleaded  as  the 
colour  or  pretence,  they  obfervcd, 
that  it  was  at  beft  the  plea  only  of 
tyrants,  and  that  the  fame  pretence 
would  anfwer  the  faitie  purpole, 
while  they  had  any  thing  left  to 
lofe.  If  the  total  failure  of  the 
cuftomary  taxes  was  brought  ^s  an 
argument,  tliC  queftion  was  readily 
put,  why  the  people  were  armed  to 
refill  their  payment,  until  better, 
or  at  leaft  other  taxes  were  provid- 
ed, to  fupply  the  deficiency  r  They 
faid  that  the  landed  proprietors  had 
already  facrificed  a  great  part  of 
their  rights  and  property  to  the 
public  good ;  that  another  great 
portion  had  been  totally  deftroyed, 
by  the  cruel  dcvaflations  commit- 
ted on  their  eilates  and  houi'es,  by 
thofe  very  people  on  whom  they 
were  fhiowering  benefits;  and  that 
now,  in  the  feafon  of  their  humi- 
liation and  dillrefs,  fcarcely  breath- 
ing from  the  horrors  and  ruin  which 
they  had  experienced,  to  condemn 
them  to  the  fupport  of  all  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  nation,  was  a  meafure 
of  fuch  injuftice  and  cruelty,  as  to 
be  without  example  in  all  the  an- 
nals of  tyranny.  Nor  did  the  fan- 
guine  and  aitive  part  which  Mira- 
be^u  had  taken  in  paffing  this  de- 
cree, ferve  in  any  degree  to  lefTen 
thefe  imprefiions,  or  to  render  the 
meafure  more  plcafing. — Upon  the 
whole,  nothing  had  yet  taken  place 
in  the  courfe  of  the  revolution, which 
lerved  fo  much  to  embitter  the 
minds  of  men,  to  increafe  the  ani- 
mofity  and  malignity  of  parties, 
and  that  through  the  violence  of 
their  collifion  produced  fuch  unfor- 
tunate and  difgraceful  confequcnces, 
as  this  meafure  of  partial  taxation. 
During  thefe  endeavours  to  re- 
nted/ the  diflrCiTej  occafioned   by 


the  difordered  ftate  of  the  finances, 
(which  took  up  no  fmall  fpace  of 
time)  the  national  aflembly  was 
bufily  occupied  in  forming  different 
parts  of  the  new  conlliiution..  and 
particularly  in  framing  their  cele- 
brated declaration  of  the  rights  of 
men  and  of  citizens.  On  this  laft 
fubjedl  the  ailembly  feemed  greatly 
to  bewilder  themfelvcs  in  abftraft 
quefdons  and  metaphyfical  difqui- 
fitions.  La  Fayette,  whofe  princi- 
ples were  truly  and  entirely  Ame- 
rican, brought  forward  a  declara- 
tion, which  was  little  more  or  Icfs 
than  an  epitome  of  all  thofe  that 
had  been  adopted  by  the  different 
members  of  the  united  Hates.  This 
might  poffibly  have  been  fo  far 
received  as  to  become  in  fome  de- 
gree a  fort  of  ground-work  to  their 
own,  if  the  abbe  Sieyes  had  not 
compofed  an  abflradl  and  difficult 
work,  in  which  he  defined  and 
traced  the  rights  of  man  to  their 
firft  principles.  Though  the  abbe's 
friends  and  admirers  were  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  their  fupport  of  this  pro- 
duflion,  thev,  however,  procured 
the  overthrow  of  La  Fayette's  fyf- 
tem ;  but  this  double  failure,  in- 
Ifead  of  operating  as  a  difcourage- 
ment,  was  fucceeded  by  fuch  a 
multitude  of  plans  of  new  declara- 
tions, that  the  afiembly,  embarraf- 
fed  by  the  variety  of  choice,  found 
it  ncceffary  to  appoint  a  committee, 
in  order  to  reduce  the  fubftance  of 
thofe  numerous  plans  into  one  di- 
gefl,  which  they  might  refer  to,  as 
a  text  book  in  their  deliberations. 

This  digeft  was  as  far  from  af- 
fording fatisfaftion  as  the  feparate 
plans  of  individuals.  In  the  mean 
time  effays  v.ere  ever}'  day  written 
upon  the  fubjeft,  and  every  man 
feemed  to  think  it  the  eafieft  thing 
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'n  the  world  to  do,  that  which  none 
did.  Opinions  multiplied  upon 
opinions  in  the  ^^fT-mbly,  every 
time  the  fubjedl  was  canvaffed ; 
every  line  teemed  with  new  diffi- 
culties ;  the  mutual  jealoufies  and 
diftrufts  of  the  parties  led  them  to 
fufped  fome  dangerous  myftery  or 
hidden  fraud  to  be  involved  in  the 
moft  fimple  and  obvious  axioms  ; 
•  and  while  they  reciprocally  accufed 
each  other  without  ceremony,  ei- 
ther of  intending  to  give  the  reins 
entirely  to  licentioufnefs,  or  ofwifh- 
ing  to  check  the  progrefs  of  liber- 
ty, cool  debate  and  difpaffionate  dif- 
cuflion  were  in  fuch  circumilances 
things  to  be  wilhed  for  but  not  ex- 
pedled. 

A  declaration  which  was  pro- 
pofed  by  one  of  the  fedlions  into 
which  the  aflembly  was  divided, 
was  at  length  fo  far  received,  as  to 
become  the  fubjedl  of  general  de- 
bate, with  a  view  to  its  affording 
the  foundations  for  the  grand  fu- 
perftrufture.  Every  article  became 
a  fubjedl  of  much  difcuffion,  and 
Was  not  unfrequently  produdive  of 
great  heat  and  bitternefs.  The 
debates  were  exceedingly  tedious 
and  uninterefting ;  being  in  many 
cafes  a  mere  war  of  words,  running 
much  into  metaphyfical  abllraflions, 
grammatical  niceties,  and  verbal 
difputes  of  no  value.  They  were 
rendered  ftill  more  irkfome  and  dif- 
ficult from  its  being  fcarcely  pofli- 
ble  to  arrange  any  number  of  words 
in  fuch  a  form,  as  would  equally 
ftrike  the  ears,  and  be  received 
with  the  fame  degree  of  compre- 
henfion,  by  fo  great  an  aflemblage 
of  men  as  twelve  hundred,  even 
fuppofing  tliat  they  were  all  equally 
fincere  in  their  purfuit  of  the  truth, 
and  that  none  were  prompted  by 
particular  motives  to  deviate  from 


the  right  line  of  direflion.  It  be- 
came indeed  now  evident,  if  it  had 
been  before  doubted,  that  fo  nume- 
rous a  body  was  by  no  means  pro- 
perly calculated  for  a  deliberative 
affembly. 

The  debates  were  not,  how- 
ever, entirely  confined  to  the  fub- 
jeft  or  compofition  of  the  declara- 
tion, for  one  of  the  moft  confider- 
able,  and  perhaps  the  moft  intereft- 
ing  with  regard  to  matter,  arofe 
upon  the  quetHon  of  adopting  the 
meafure,  confidered  with  refpeifl  to 
its  expedience  and  propriety.  It 
was  faid,  by  thofe  who  oppoied  the 
meafure,  that  this  American  idea 
was,  in  faifl,  more  brilliant  than 
fblid ;  that  it  originated  from  a  new 
and  peculiar  ftate  of  things,  which 
did  not  exiil  with  refpeft  to  France; 
but  that  whether  it  fuited  or  not 
the  circumilances  and  condition  of 
thofe  by  whom  it  was  firfl  adopt- 
ed, was  not  the  queftion  to  be  con-> 
fidered,  but  whether  it  fuited  their 
own .?  This  they  endeavoured  to 
difprove.  They  ftated  in  the  firft  . 
place,  that  fuch  a  declaration,  in 
the  prefent  ftate  and  temper  of  the 
nation,  would  not  only  be  inexpe- 
dient, but  might  probably  prove 
dangerous,  from  an  improper  ufe 
being  made  of  it;  that  the  people, 
jufl  delivered  from  oppreflion,  and 
indulging  themfelves  in  a  momen- 
tary licentioufnefs,  were  unprepared 
for  fuch  new  dodlrines ;  that  when 
they  were  intoxicated  with  the  un- 
accuftomed  fpirit  of  independence, 
they  would  no  longer  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  the  laws,  but  woul  1 
be  too  apt  to  confider  them  only  as 
remaining  appendages  of  that  fyf. 
tcm  of  ancient  tyranny,  from  whofe 
other  fhackles  they  had  lb  lately  let 
themfelves  free ;  and  under  this 
blind   delufion  they  would  eagerly 

exert 
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exert  their  new  liberty  in  enforcing 
by  violence  every  claim  which  ca- 
price, folly,  or  the  worll  paffions 
might  Tuggeil. 

They  added,  that  in  order  to 
avoid  thefe  mifchiefs  and  dangers, 
which  were  too  obvious  to  be  over- 
looked by  any  bod}-,  the  aflembly, 
after  involving  itfelf  in  a  tafk  of 
great  moment  and  expeftation, 
would  be  afraid  to  execute,  con- 
iillently  and  properly,  that  difiicult 
bufmefs  which  it  had  fo  needlefsly 
and  wantonly  undertaken ;  for  that 
under  thefe  fhackles  it  could  only 
form  a  patched  up,  imperfedt,  in- 
confillent  work,  under  tiie  name  of 
a  declaration  of  rights,  which  would 
be  a  difgrace  to  the  authors  as  well 
as  to  the  fubjeft,  the  parts  militat- 
ing againft  each  other,  and  contra- 
dicling  the  title,  from  the  number 
of  rellraints   and    limitations   with 

which,   in  fuch    untoward  circum- 

ftances,  it  mull  of  neceffity  abound ; 

and  thus  the  mighty  whole,  when 

it  came  forth,  inflead  of  a  political 

creed,    which    fliould    convert    all 

mankind  by   the  juftnefs  and  fim- 

plicity  of  its  principles,  would  prove 

an   infignlficant,    incoherent,    con- 

tradidory  jargon.     They  faid,  the 

afTembly,  by  this  premature  attempt, 

would  find  itfeif  involved  in  other 

difficulties   which  it  did  HQt  feem 

aware  of,  with  refpeft  to  the  great 

caution  which   was  to  be  ufed  in 

not    confining  its  own  powers    of 

legiflatior.,   and    the   danger   of  a 

contradiftlon  between  general  prin- 

ciples    and    particular    laws ;    this 

muft  occafion  their  declaration   of 

thofe  principles   to   bs    timid    and 

circamfpe(5l,  if  not  equivocal ;  and 

the  production   will   appear   to  be 

merely  the  ofispring  of  their  pre- 

ient    neceflities,    and  of  the  ruling 

prejudices  of  the  moment. 


Were  it  not  better,  therefore, 
faid  they,  to  defer  your  declaration 
of  riglus,  until  the  conllitution  is 
completed  and  ellablifhed  ?  We 
Ihall  then  have  it  in  our  power  to 
appropriate  the  one  to  the  other, 
and  to  make  them  harmonize  to- 
gether.— A  ihrewd  queilion  was  put 
by  Malouet  :  "  Why,"  faid  he, 
"  fhould  we  tranfport  men  to  the 
"  ideal  fummit  of  a  mountain,  and 
"  fhew  them  the  extenfive  domain 
"  of  their  rights  beneath,  when  we 
"  fliall  moft  afTuredly  be  obliged  to 
"  make  them  defcend,  and  to  bring 
"  them  into  the  real  world,  where 
"  they  will  find  every  ftep  fettered 
"  with  rellraints." 

The  much  more  numerous  party 
who  fupported  the  meafure,  hooted 
at  and  Icolfed  the  idea  of  fuppofmg 
danger  in  enlightening  the  public, 
and  communicating  to  them  a 
knov^'ledge  of  their  rights.  It  was 
not  difrcult,  efpecially  in  the  pre- 
fent  tJiitc  of  things,  to  find  a  circle 
of  common  place  arguments  upon 
this  head — That  it  had  been  the 
old  tiick  of  defpotifm  in  all  ages 
and  places  to  keep  the  people  igno- 
rant, in  order  to  rivet  their  chains 
the  more  firmly,  and  to  render 
their  flavery  eternal.  They  talked 
in  lofty  language,  but  not  alvyays 
eafily  underftood,  about  the  native 
rights  of  man,  v/hich,  they  faid,  are 
eternal,  inalienable,  and  impre- 
fcriptible ;  that  their  fource  is  in 
nature  itfelf;  that  tliey  are  equal 
and  unchangeable  in  every  age  and 
every  country,  and  can  never  yield 
to  any  realon  of  convenience  or 
neceffity.  That,  as  the  fole  objcd 
of  fociety  is  the  prefervation  of 
thefe  rights,  to  declare  what  they 
are,  is  an  indifpenfable  preliminary 
to  the  eflablilliment  of  a  political 
conftitution.     That  the  reprefenta- 
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*ives  of  the  people  are  Tpecially 
called  upon  to  declare  them,  be- 
caufe  it  is  their  duty  to  lay  the 
foundations  before  they  raife  the 
edifice  ;  to  eftabliih  principles  be- 
fore they  draw  conclulions  ;  to  fix 
upon  a  determinate  and  invariable 
end,  before  they  make  choice  of 
the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  ob- 
tained. That  it  is  neceii'ary  to  de- 
clare them,  in  order  that  the  people 
may  underftand  and  decide  upon 
the  motives  of  their  legiflators  ; 
that  our  fuccefTors  may  tread  in  our 
footlleps,  and,  feeing  clearly  our  ob- 
jeft,  and  comprehending  fully  the 
fcope  of  our  def:gn,  may  be  Ena- 
bled io  bring  our  work  to  perfec- 
tion; and  that  other  nations  may 
be  made  fenfible  by  our  precepts 
of  the  injuries  they  fuffer,  and  may 
learn  by  our  example  how  to  redre's 
them.  It  is  a  debt  which  France 
owes  to  mankind. 

This  celebrated  declaration  of 
rights  has  been  fo  long  before  the 
world,  and  has  every  where,  parti- 
cularly in  this  country,  been  already 
fo  much  difcuffed,  th^^t  any  obier- 
vation  now  upon  it  would  not  only 
,be  needlefs,  but  could  fcarcely  avoid 
feeing  a  repetition  of  what  has  been 
already  faid.  It  was  allowed  by  all 
parties,  even  in  France,  to  contain 
much  good  matter,  and  the  nobles 
and  clergy  acknowledged  that  many 
•f  iti  articles  were  excellent.  Gon- 
fidered  as  a  compofition,  it  bears 
•evident  marks  of  harte,  and  is  by 
no  means  a  regular  and  homo- 
geneous work.  Sometimes  it  an- 
nounces rights ;  again  it  prefcribes 
reftraints:  here  it  anticipates  the 
objedls  of  legiflation ;  and  there  it 
diredls  and  attack  againlldefpotifm, 
which  it  could  not  confiftently  fup- 
pofe  to  exilL     It  was  ;iot  till  the 


end  of  Augufi:  that  the  produftioa 
was  finifhed. 

Perhnps  there  was  fcarcely  lefa 
truth  than  wit  in  Mirabeau's  obfer- 
vation  on  this  declararion,  "  That  it 
"  would  anfwer  no  other  purpofe 
"  than  tliat  of  a  political  almanack 
"  for  the  current  year." 

Through  this  whole  courfe,  the 
aflembly  was  divided  into  a  number 
of  feclions  or  committees,  to  each 
of  which  was  afligncd  fome  fpecified 
part  of  the  new  conftitution,  oa 
which  it  was  to  give  its  opinion  and 
advice  in  a  report,  v/hich  then  be- 
came a  fubjcft  of  general  difcuiiion. 
But  in  thus  fettling  the  conftitution, 
a  quefcion  (as  all  things  were  riow 
unhinged)  neceflhrily  arofe,  which 
ferved  more  to  divide  the  opinions 
and  to  agitate  the  minds  of  mea 
than  any  other;  this  was  the  grand 
quellion.  What  Ihare  of  autho- 
rity it  was  fitting  the  king  tliouKl 
poflefs  in  the  new  legillature?  This 
operated  like  a  touchftone.  In 
other  matters,  the  different  orders 
and  parties  were  conftantly  divided 
among  themfelveSj  but  now,  every 
man  found  himfelf  under  a  necef- 
fity  of  avowing  and  fuppcrling  his 
principles,  or  of  giving  them  up 
for  ever.  What  had  never  hap- 
pened before,  the  prefident  now  faw, 
on  his  right  hand  and  on  his  left, 
the  whole  adembly  arranged  in  two 
grand  hoftile  divisions,  and  thefe  fo 
nearly  poifed  in  point  of  number, 
that  the  moft  experienced  eye  could 
not  determine  on  which  fide  the 
advantage  might  lie.  The  conflidts 
were  fo  hard  fcught  on  both  lides, 
fo  often  renewed,  and  fo  long  con- 
tinued, and  the  fubjed  of  debate  fo 
indullrioufly  fpread  and  univerfally 
known,  that  the  whole  nation  be- 
came parties  in  the  conteft,  ajid  the 
[C]  diflentiwa 
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di/Tention  and  agitation  was  not  lefs 
among  the  people  at  large,  than  it 
was  within  the  walls  of  the  aflem- 
bly.  All  the  paffions  which  had 
hitherto  been  in  fome  degree  fmo- 
ihered,  now  burft  forth  with  greater 
force  from  their  rellraint,  and  many 
fprung  from  recent  caufes,  appear- 
ed in  all  the  ardour  of  juvenility. 
Rabaut  owns,  that  every  debate  in 
the  alTembly  was  now  a  quairel; 
and  the  heat  and  violence  without 
was  ftill  greater. 

On  the  one  fide  were  arranged, 
in  the  firft  inftance,  thofe  who  had  at 
all  times  confidered  the  fovereign 
as  the  fole  and  rightful  legiflator ; 
with  thefe  were  joined  thofc  who, 
without  entering  into  the  abllratt 
.principle,  were  from  habit  or  opi- 
nion attached  to  monarchy,  and 
who  were  ftruck  with  dread  and 
horror  at  the  fudden  torrcnt  of  re- 
publicanifm  v/hich  now  fo  fuddenly 
overfpread  the  land;  to  thefe  were 
to  be  added  the  fmaller  band,  who 
felt  themfelves  attacked  by  affeftion 
to  the  king's  perfon,  and  that  much 
more  numerous,  which,  from  in- 
tereiled  motives,  found  itfelf  bound 
at  all  events  to  the  fapnort  of  king- 
ly government.  But  the  great  force 
on  that  fide  was  a  new  acceffion  ; 
being  compofed  of  the  nobility  and 
iiiergy,  who,  though  reduced  in  pow- 
er, v/ere  Hill  refpeftable,  if  not  for- 
midable, from  their  number,  as  well 
as  from  what  ftill  remained  of  their 
influence.  Thefe,  become  at  length 
fenfible  of  the  baleful  effeCi  of  their 
pafl;  tergiverfation,  refiefting  in  bit- 
ternefs  of  heart  upon  the  manner 
in  which  both  orders  had  been  al- 
ternately duped  by  the  commons, 
and  led  blindly  to  play  their  own 
game  into  their  hands,  and  clearly 
•perceiving   now   that  nothing  lefs 


than  their  final  ruin  was  intended, 
were  equally  convinced  that  nothing 
could  avert  that  ruin,  but  the  re- 
taining of  fo  much  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  king,  as  miglit  prove 
fome  check  to  the  prevailing  fyllem, 
and  enable  him  to  interpofe  with 
eiretS  in  their  prefervation. 

On  the  other  fide  was  oppofed,  in 
much  clofer  and  firmer  array,  and 
much  better  officered  and  command- 
ed, the  whole  body  of  republicans 
throughout  the  kingdom  ;  who,  not- 
withllanding  the  innumerable  divi- 
fions  into  which  they  were  formed, 
and  the  great  dillances  by  which 
the  parts  were  feparated,  were  fo 
intimately  conneded,  and  their 
correfpondence  and  union  fo  per- 
fedly  eftablifned,  that  iheir  general 
movements  difplayed  the  facility 
which  might  have  been  expefted 
from  thofe  of  a  fmgle  individual. 
With  thefe  weiis  joined  no  fmall 
number  of  men,  who  itood  in  the 
very  odd  predicamect,  that  though 
they  joined  the  republicans  in  every 
thing,  they  were  notwithllanding 
attached  to  fome  undefined  or  un- 
known fpecies  of  monarchy,  but 
were  unable  to  decide  in  themfelves 
what  that  fliould  be ;  thefe  having 
no  other  principle  of  union  or  ac- 
tion than  one  common  fear,  that  the 
crown  might  recover  its  forraer 
preponderance  and  power,  could  fee 
no  other  evil  or  danger  whatever  ; 
but  that  was  fo  ftrongly  fixed  in  their 
minds,  that  it  feem.ed  difficult  to 
affign  what  degree  of  humiliation 
or  weaknefs  it  could  be  reduced  to, 
which  would  prove  fufficient  to  re- 
move their  apprehenfions.  Under 
this  impreffion,  although  they  were 
direftly  adverfe  to  repoblicaniim 
in  principle,  their  condud  produced 
the  fame  eiFcft  as  if  they  had  l^esn 
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the  warmeft  and  mofl:  determined 
zealots  in  the  caufe  ;  nor  were  they 
awakened  from  this  dclufion  till  tiie 
bufinefs  was  over,  when  their  opi- 
nion and  adlion  were  become  as 
ufelefs  as  their  repentance. 

But  that  great  power  which  over- 
ruled al;  others  in  the  kingdom,  that 
turbulent  metropolis  which  contain- 
ed within  its  olJ  .alls  a  very  nu- 
merous ard  a  moft  peculiar  nation, 
was  not  only  lufiicient  to  turn  but 
diiefled  the  management  of  the 
fcale  in  all  cafes  as  it  liked.  Paris, 
therefore,  little  needed  the  aid  of 
Jlennes  in  Brittany,  and  feveral  other 
of  the  more  confiderable  cities  and 
towns,  which  having  received  the 
fame  republican  bias,  were,  how- 
ever inferior  in  ftrength,  fcarcely 
lefs  zealous  in  the  caufe. 

One  of  the  queilions  which  arofe 
upon  this  fubjcft,  and  which  was  the 
longefl  and  the  moft  violently  agi- 
tated, both  witliin  and  without  the 
aflcmbly,  was  that  relative  to  the 
king's  'vctOy  or  negative,  upon  the 
paffing  of  laws.  The  difference 
between  the  two  parties  upon  this 
quelHon  was  fo  wide,  that  it  feemed 
fcarcely  poflible  they  could  ever 
meet  or  unite ;  for  while  one  brought 
ilrong  rcafons  to  fhew  that  this  au- 
thority in  the  crown  was  indifpen- 
fably  neceffary  to  the  public  interell, 
in  order  to  preferve  a  check  upon 
the  tumultuary  nature  of  public  af- 
.femblies,  and  prevent  their  palling 
not  only  without  due  conlideration, 
but  under  the  influence  perhaps  of 
the  moll:  fudden  and  outrageous  paf- 
fions,  laws,  which  from  their  abfur- 
dity,  their  iniquity,  or  impolicy, 
might  draw  on  national  difgracc, 
public  injurtice,  or  even  foreign 
danger.  On  the  other  iide,  the  re- 
taining of  this  power  in  the  king's 
bands,  it  was  reprefented,  would  be 


the  means  of  overthrowing  every 
thing  that  had  yet  been  done  for  the 
liberty  and  good  of  the  people ; 
that  by  this  negative,  without  af- 
figning  reafon  or  motive  for  his 
conduct,  he  might  obftru6l  thofe 
mtafures  which  were  of  the  highefl 
utility  to  the  people,  merely  to  fa- 
vour the  intrigues  of  his  court,  or 
the  machinations  of  his  minifters  ; 
that  by  thus  impeding  or  arrefting 
the  operations  of  the  affembly, 
the  great  work  of  regeneration, 
which  the  people  now  fo  confi- 
dently expedled,  would  be  ren- 
dered impratlicable,  and  all  their 
hopes  fruftrated  ;  that  if  the  ill 
effefts  of  this  dangerous  power  did 
not  even  immediately  take  place, 
they  would  not  be  the  lefs  certain 
when  the  proper  feafon  arrived  for 
their  operation  ;  that  when  the  pre- 
fent  vigilance  of  the  people  and 
their  reprefentatives  was  relaxed, 
and  means  ufed  to  lull  them  into  a 
fatal  fecurity,  then  the  king  might 
fuddenly,  at  his  pleafure,  inflidt  a 
paralytic  frroke  upon  the  legiflative 
body,  which  would  difable  and  ren-i 
der  it  totally  ufelefs.  And  that,  in 
fa£t,  this  'veto  was  a  never-failing 
inftrument  of  tyranny.,  and  the  moll 
odious  and  dangerous  relick  of  an- 
cient defpotifm  which  could  poflibly 
be  retained. 

The  queilion  was  branched  out 
into  feveral  parts.  After  they  had 
been  occupied  in  the  firll  inftance 
to  make  iuch  proviHon  as  fliould 
prevent  the  operation  of  the  --veto 
with  refpedl  to  the  adts  of  the  pre- 
fent  ailembly,  the  clear  difcernment 
of  Mounier  fhewed  that  this  was 
mere  walle  of  time,  the  fubjeifl  not 
admitting  of  a  queftion ;  for  the 
prefent  affenibly  being  appointed  bv 
the  nation,  for  the  Ipecial  purpofi 
of  framing   a   conftitution,   it  waJ 
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tliertby  placed  in  a  fitaatlon  dif- 
ferent, uitli  refncifl  to  the  royal 
ncjrative,  from  what  its  fucceflbrs 
might  be ;  the  real  fa^ft  being,  that 
tlic  roval  power,  during  their  per- 
form.-^nce  cf  that  duty,  was,  of  ne- 
C-nity,  virtually  though  not  formal- 
ly fafpendfd  :  fo  that  tht-ir  conlli- 
tuent  a.51s  were  not  to  depend  upon 
thj  king's pleafure or  fandion — they 
required  his  direifl  acceptance,  which 
could  not  b^  refufed. 

The  hrll  part  of  the  fubjecl  be- 
ing thus  diffofed  of,  the  polTible  or 
probable  future  confcquence  of  the 
royal  fanflion's  being  retained  or 
abolirned,  becam3  the  fubjed  of 
difcufiion ;  and  another  quelHou 
fprung  from  this.  If  the  king  is  al- 
lowed to  have  a  negative  upon  laws, 
fnall  that  negative  be  final,  or  fliall 
it  only  be  fufpenfive  for  a,  limited 
time  ? 

In  t'le  mean  time,  tlie  fecondary 
agents  or  leaders  of  the  populace  in 
Paris  began  to  interfere  openly  on 
the  OiUc-fiicn  of  t'le  I'eio,  and  on  all 
the  other  pcin.ts  relative  to  the  con- 
fritutiim,  which  were  then  agitated 
by  the  aff.mb!y-;  while  t'le  crov/ds 
in  their  own  galleries  became  every 
day  more  infolert  and  outrageous, 
drowning  the  voice  of  thofe  mem- 
bers vv'honi  thev  did  not  Ii'-:e,  by 
hoctings  and  rcvilings,  and  endea- 
vouring to  over-awe  thern  by  infult 
3n4  menace ;  while  long  li!ls  of 
members  who  \ycre  marked  to  be 
profc  ibed,  were  difperfed  not  only 
in  the  capital,  but  through  every 
part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  popular  fermertation  in 
Pario  was  rifi  tg  to  the  higliefl  pitch. 
AW  the  old  manoeuvres  which  had 
produced  fuch  extraordinary  effect 
in  the  preceding  months  of  June 
and  Ju'v,  were  renev/ed  in  the  g.Tr- 
dens-  6i    ^sje  palais  royal,   and    ia 


t*.ic  adjoining  political  coffee-hou{c*, 
Tlie  turbulent  St.  Huruge  (for- 
me ily  an  olHc'T  in  the  king's  fer- 
vice)  but  noted  for  the  great  (hare 
which  he  had  held  in  all  the  dif- 
turbances  of  the  capital,  propofed. 
to  fend  a  deputation  to  Verfailles, 
to  infift  that  the  king,  the  dauphin, 
and  the  national  afi'embly,  Ihould 
refide  at  Paris ;  and  fent  deputies 
to  the  Hotel  de  ViHe,  to  demand 
the  approbation  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  ailembled  there  to  t"his  mea- 
fure.  The  Hotel  de  Ville,  under 
the  influence  of  M.  Bailly,  the 
mayor,  together  with  La  Fayette, 
behaved  with  fenfe  and  fpirit  apon 
this  occafion  :  the  former  itrongly 
prohibited  all  tumultuous  aiTemblies ; 
and  La  Fayette,  by  the  alTillance  of 
his  national  guards,  gave  effeft  to 
the  decree,  by  committing  St. 
Huruge,  Tinlot,  and  fome  of  the 
moit  violent  motion  -  makers  an4 
agitators  to  prifon.— r-Ti>us  was  fe- 
dicion  for  a  ihort  fpace  checked. 

The  counts  of  Clermont  Toh- 
nere,  LaUy  Tollenda^  with  Moy- 
nier,  and  other  mea  of  eminence, 
made  heavy  complaints  in  the  na- 
tional afTemblv  of  thofe  rebellinus 
attempts  againft  the  f  eedom  of  the 
king,  and  of  that  body  itfelf ;  as 
we!'  as  thofe  lils  of  profcription 
whic:\  were  everv  where  fpread,  in- 
cluding the  names  of  al!  thofe  :rcm- 
be-s  vvho.wifnei  vvell  to  the  project 
of  two  chambers,  or  who  fuppoited 
the  royal  negative;  and  of  the  ano- 
nvmous  letters  which  they  daily  re- 
ceived, threatening  them  with  de^ 
ftrudion. 

Mirabeau,  and  fome  of  his  friends, 
faid  they  had  received  letters  equal- 
ly violent  and  threatening,  for  vot- 
ing againft  tithes;  and  the  firll  af- 
fected to  treat  wita  the  greateil  con- 
tempt and  ridicule  the  pa;.ic  tcrro.-? 
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tD  which  certain  cowardly  members 
w  ere  liable.  The  aflembly,  accord- 
ing to  its  cftablidied  cuftom  in  all 
cales  relative  to  that  people,  palled 
over  the  infults  of  the  Parifi.  ns, 
V  ithout  fiifwing  t\\e  fmallcll  ipirit, 
and  therchy  became  liabU.'  to  the 
ueceflary  coniequence,  oi  being  cx- 
pofed  to  Itil.  greater  inlults  in  future. 

For  fome  lime  paft,  but  particu- 
larly fince  the  late  animc.fities  which 
had  arifen  among  the  parties,  lit.ries 
cf'  plots  and  confpiracies  had  been 
moil  unaccountably  ipread  through 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  ard 
deeply  afFefted  tiie  minds  of  the 
people.  Some  of  tneie  were  chaig- 
ed  direitly  upon  the  couit,  among 
which  the  intenoed  rfcape  of  ii.e 
king  and  the  roy.il  family  from 
Verfailles  to  Met?.,  formed  the  prin- 
cipal figure.  Others  were  charged 
upon  the  arillocratic  partV'}  wno 
were  fupnofed  to  intend  the  rcilo- 
ration  cf  the  king  lo  his  foimcr 
power,  merely  to  render  him  an  in- 
Itrumer.t  for  the  attainment  of  ihcir 
O'vn  ends,  and  for  further  f  curing 
what  they  attained.  How  far  thele 
plots  were  real  or  pretended,  it  is 
impoffibie  at  prclent  to  decide. 
There  certainly  never  v.as  a  period 
or  a  country  in  which  fabrications 
of  this  iort,  however  falle,  and 
however  palpably  inconfiltent  and 
ablurd,  would  have  been  received 
with  greater  avidity,  or  credited 
with  lefs  enquiry,  tnan  France  at 
this  time.  It  is  likewiic  to  be  re- 
membered, that  ideas  of  plots  we,e 
at  this  time  highly  ncceflary  to  t..c' 
prevailing  party;  and  we  have  fcen, 
that  they  pofleiied  means,  which 
have  not  often  been  equalled,  of 
making  luch  imprellions  on  tne  pub- 
lic mind  as  they  deemed  neceflarv. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be 
idle  to  fuppofe,  thct  the  multitude 


of  men,  whofe  fituation  and  condi- 
tion in  life  had  been  fo  fuddcn!y 
and  totally  changed,  muft  not  be 
much  diicontented,  and  tliat  they 
would  not  rtadily  embrace  tiny  well- 
founded  fcherrie  for  the  recovery  of 
what  they  had  lolt ;  fo  ih.it  wc  may 
take  it  for  granted,  that  there  would 
have  been  an  abundance  of  p!ottei  --, 
if  there  had  been  any  fealible  plit 
formed.  Lut  the  total  defeat  of 
evidence  to  prove  the  exilltncc  (;f 
any,  at  a  time  wner.  the  cikovery 
was  fo  eagerly  fouglit,  and  io  muck 
depcndtd  on  the  proof,  Ihongly  in- 
dicate that  thefc  reports  and  alarms 
were  mere  political  fabrications, 
calcu'ated  to  anlwer  certain  pur- 
pole*.,  and  to  produce  certain  o!- 
vious  efieds.  Indeed  tiic  ftate  of 
public  affiiirs,  the  temper  that  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  country,  and 
the  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  pev- 
fr.ntr)',  a'l  concurred  in  rendering 
it  impofTible  for  the  ariiiocrates  to 
form  any  rational  and  v.eil-foundid 
fcliem- ,  for  tne  prefent  recovery  (>( 
their  afiairs.  It  is  ret  to  be  dcubttd 
but  that  they  were  guilty  of  great 
indif;  etions ;  and  tnat  in  their 
cups,  through  their  habituiil  loofc- 
neis  c^  fpcech,  and  natural  turn  for 
boafting,  they  laid  many  things 
which  ihey  never  thought  of  v.hcn 
fober.  Ti.is  was  in  character,  and 
to  be  expeftcd. 

The  reports,  however,  produced 
the  lame  cffeft  in  one  rclpect,  as  if 
the  plots  had  been  real,  by  cxcUing 
a  great  and  general  L  rment  through 
the  nation,  it  uas  net  to  be  e\- 
pcdtd  t;:at  the  Parifians,  ever  cre- 
dulous, and  ever  fufpici(..us,  fljcuIJ 
be  tne  lalt  that  were  thus  arretted. 
Every  thing  began  to  bear  a  inofc 
dangerous  appearance  in  th:.t  city, 
and  all  who  r.aa  witnelTcJ  their  late 
violences,  had  every   thing  now  lo 

[C  3]  apprehend  i 


^8]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1790. 


RDijrehend  ;  and  a  fecond  explofion 
lilce  that  of  the  B.  ftile  fctmed  al- 
ready in  view.  The  king's  'veto 
was,  however,  the  prefent  oilerfible 
cauie  of  tumult*  \{  that  was  al- 
Jowf  ,  the  clergy  and  nobles,  they 
cried,  will  renew  all  their  power ; 
— *'  We  mu*l  aft,  and  inftantly  too, 
"  e'f.-,  in  three  days,  F  ance  will 
*'  bf  jnflaved."  In  the  height  of 
this  ferment,  two  violent  refolutions, 
which  were  tranfniitted  from  the 
towns  of  Rennes  and  Dinant,  pro- 
duced a  fimilar  effeft  to  what  a 
large  quantity  of  oil  poured  upon  a 
lire  already  raging  might  have 
done. 

In  this  ftate  of  things  the  king, 
ever  difpoled  to  accommodate  and 
conciliate,  in  tl:e  hope  of  reftoring 
quiet,  and  if  poffible  of  ellablilh- 
ing  good  temper,  determined  to 
foften  matters  with  refpeft  to  the 
<veto ;  a  conceffion  which  .came  the 
better  from  him,  as  the  ailembly 
were  involved  in  a  fort  of  a  dilem- 
ma from  their  own  paft  declaration, 
that  his  fanftion  was  neceffary  to 
the  pafling  of  laws,  fo  that  they 
could  not  with  any  propriety  pro- 
ceed to  thofe  extremities  on  the 
fubjeft,  which  the  mofl  violent  of 
the  republican  party  wiihed.  Neck- 
ar  was  accordingly  difpatched  to 
the  piTembly  with  a  memoire,  pro- 
pofing  a  -veto  which  iliould  only 
have  the  pov/er  of  fufpending  laws 
during  one  or  two  legiflatures.  This 
was  received  with  evident  fatisfac- 
tion,  excepting  by  fome  of  the  moft 
violent  of  thole  who  fupported  (not 
the  king,  but)  the  fcvereignty, 
who  would  not  admit  any  modiiica- 
tioii  of  the  'ueto,  and  infifted  that  he 
had  been  ill  advifed  by  his  miniflers 
in  propofmg  the  conceffion.  They 
being,  however,  over-ruled,  it  was 
at  length   agreed,    that  the    king 


Ihould  have  the  power  to  fufpend  3> 
law  during  two  legiflatures;  but, 
that  if  the  third  aflembly  perfifted 
in  it,  he  Ihould  then  be  obliged  to 
give  his  fanftion. 

It  was  a  curious  circumftance  In 
Mirabeau's  conduft,  that  while  he 
fupported  the  royal  'veto  with  the 
utmoft  vehemence  of  his  charafter, 
and  that  one  of  the  bcft  fpeeches 
he  ever  made  was  upon  that  ground, 
his  emiflaries  in  Paris  were  in- 
ftrufted  to  perfuade  tlie  people  that 
he  opposed  it  with  all  his  might;, 
and  to  fapport  the  delufion,he  took 
cave  to  quit  the  aflembly  juft  before 
the  divifion,  that  his  vote  might  not 
appear  as  a  record  againfl  it. 

Another  bufmefs  of  not  lefs  im- 
portance underwent  at  the  fame  time 
a  courfe  of  long  and  great  dilcuflion. 
This  was,  *'  whether  the  national 
"  aflembly  fliould  be  comp^fed  of 
"  one  or  two  chambers  ?"  The 
committee  of  conftitution  had  al- 
ready given  their  opinion  upon  this 
fubjeft,  by  recommending  a  fenate 
and  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  each 
of  which  fhould  pofiefs  a  negative 
upon  the  proceedings  of  the  other. 
This,  or  fomething  like  it,  bearing 
fome  refemblance  to  the  Britifli 
conftitution,  was,  as  we  have  for- 
merly fecn,  the  favourite  fcheme 
with  Lally,  Clermont,  and  the 
other  leaders  of  the  moderate 
party,  who,  equally  zealous  with 
the  republicans,  for  the  efiablifh- 
ment  of  a  free  government,  confi- 
dered  a  limited  monarchy,  with  a 
conftitution  fo  formed  as  that  the 
principal  parts  fliould  operate  as 
mutual  and  perpetual  checks  upon 
each  other,  as  affording  the  faireft 
profpeft  for  tlie  attainment  and  per- 
manence of  that  objeft. 

It  may  be  eafily  underllood,  that 

the  party  who  now  held  all  power 

exciulively 
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exclufively  in  their  own  hands,  and 
ruled  the  nation  as  they  willed, 
without  any  refponfibility  upon  their 
condud,  were  little  difpOied  to 
fabmit  to  the  laying  of  any  checks 
or  rcftraints  upon  their  proceedings. 
It  would  have  been  as  if  the  long 
parliament  inEngland,  after  abolifli- 
ing  the  houfe  of  lords,  had  then 
appointed  another  body  to  be  its 
fubflitute  in  controlling  their  own 
arts.  It  is  faid,  and  the  fad  is  af- 
firmed to  be  now  publicly  known, 
that  the  influence,  public  opinion, 
and  patriotic  difmterefted  charafter 
of  the  leaders  of  the  moderate 
party,  having  rendered  their  fanc- 
tion  and  countenance  highly  necef- 
fary  in  many  of  the  late  arrange- 
ments, they  had  been  artfully  amufed 
and  led  along  with  an  idea  that 
their  favourite  fcheme  of  two  cham- 
bers and  of  mutual  checks  was  fo 
rational  and  neceflary  a  meafure, 
that  in  fettling  the  conftitution  it 
muft  be  generally  agreed  to. 

It  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  the 
minds  of  the  people  had  been  al- 
ready poifoned  in  an  extreme  degree 
upon  the  fubjed  of  the  three  cham- 
bers, which  they  were  tauglit  to 
confidcr  as  the  great  land-marks  of 
defpotifm,  and  as  utterly  incompa- 
tible with  every  fcheme  of  reform, 
and  every  principle  and  hope  of 
liberty.  This  prejudice  was  eafily 
diredcd  againft  any  plurality  of 
chambers ;  againll  two,  as  well  as 
againfl  any  greater  number.  It  u'as 
liV.e  the  cry  of  "  A  mad  dog !"  The 
people  accordingly  took  a  moll  de- 
cided part  in  the  bufmefs ;  efpecially 
thofe  in  the  gallcrie?:,  and  the  Pari- 
fians.  They  mufl  be  fccptical  in- 
deed wlio  are  in  any  great  doubt, 
whether  prefent  incani  were  want- 
ing to  excite  this  fL-rmentation. 
ii\en  in  the  a.Tembly,  every  p.ower 


dilHnfl  from  that  of  the  reprefenta- 
tivcs  of  the  people  at  large  was 
branded  with  the  name  of  arillocra- 
cy ;  and  fenates  were  rendered  odious 
by  being  indiicriminately  compared 
to  that  of  Venice.  A  fchifm  like- 
wife  arofe,  as  ufual,  among  thofc 
parties,  who  were  bound  bv  every 
principle  of  reafon  and  policy  to 
have  aded  with  one  accord;  mod 
of  the  nobility  and  clergy  voting 
againft  the  m.eafure,  becaufe  they 
thought  it  would  entirely  preclude 
the  renewal  at  any  future  time,  of 
their  old  favourite  fyftem  of  fitting 
in  three  orders.  The  very  reafon, 
if  it  had  been  valid,  why  the  friends 
of  the  new  conflitution  ihould  have 
fupported  the  meafure. 

Under  all  thefe  circumftances, 
within  and  without,  the  queftion  of 
one  or  two  chambers  w  as  finally  piit 

c     ^  -,      to  the  vote,  when 

bept.  lo,    ITSO.       ,        ■   . 

^         '      I    ^    only    eighty- nme 

members  voted  for  two  chambers, 
againfl  a  majority  ofabove  nine  hun- 
dred. Although  it  is  evident  that  the 
meafure  mull  have  been  rejefled 
without  any  external  violence,  yet 
it  is  not  incurious  to  fee  the  freedom 
of  fufFrage  which  prevailed  in  this 
new  temple  of  liberty.  Of  this, 
exclufivc  of  lifts  of  profcription  and 
incei\diary  letters,  we  have  two  fpe-  . 
cific  inllances :  The  firfl  is  from 
Laily  Tolendal,  who  afierts,  that 
feveral  members  of  the  popular  fide 
faid  to  him  indi\idually,  "  Would 
you  have  me  expofe  my  wife  and 
children  to  be  murdered  bv  the 
mob  ?" — Tiie  fecond  is  from  Mou- 
nicr,  who  declares,  that  different 
members  came  to  him  to  beg  cer- 
tificates that  they  had  not  given  un- 
pnpul.ar  votes,  as  they  had  heard 
their  country  feats  were  to  be  burnt, 

Tlie  affembly  likcwife  decreed, 
that  the  legiflatiA-e  body  fhould  be 

[C  4]  renewed 
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renewed  every  two  years  by  elec- 
tions, and  that  this  biennial  period 
fuculd  be  denominated  a  legiflature. 
This  meafure  of  limiting  the  term 
of  each  convention  to  two  years, 
was  founded  on  the  prejudices  de- 
rived from  that  numerous  body  of 
Englifli  writers,  who  conftantly  re- 
prefent  our  feptennial  parliaments 
as  fraught  wjth  the  greateft  dan- 
gers to  the  Hate,  and  as  aftually 
produdlive  of  all  our  public  evils. 
The  effeds produced  by  the  adoption 
of  this  guarded  meafure  in  France 
will  appear  in  its  time. 

It  was  about  this  time,  that  the 
afiembly  received  a  letter,  written 
directly  in  the  king's  name,  in  which, 
after  approving  of  the  general  fpirit 
of  their  determinations,  he,  how- 
ever, declared,  that  there  v/ere  a  few 
articles  to  which  he  could  give  on'y 
a  conditional  aflent ;  promifing, 
however,  to  modify  or  renounce  his 
own  opinions,  if  convinced  by  the 
obfcrvations  of  the  national  aflemblv, 
Ke  then  remarked  on  the  hardlhip 
of  abolifhing,  v.'ithout  any  compen- 
fation  to  the  landlord,  thofe  rents, 
which  had  once,  indeed,  been  paid 
as  a  compenfation  for  perfcnal  fer- 
vitude,  but  which,  having  been  fet- 
tled between  the  lords  and  their  vaf- 
fals  ages  ago,  had  fmce  frequently 
changed  hands,  had  been  exchang- 
ed, or  bought  and  ibid  for  a  valua- 
ble confidcration,  without  the  pur- 
chafers  obferving  or  thinking  of  the 
odious  origin  of  their  tit'es. 

The  king  then  took  notice  in  his 
letter  of  the  danger  of  oftending, 
and  the  impropriety  cf  offering 
wrong  and  injury  to  feveral  of  the 
German  prince^,  who  held  great 
feudal  pofi'eiTions  in  A 1  face,  and 
f^~-me  of  the  neighbouring  territo- 
ries, v/hich  were  guaranteed  to  them 
by  the  molt  folema   treaties ;  but 


whofe  eftates  and  property  were  all 
indifcriminatcly  involved  in  the  ge- 
neral efieft  of  the  decree  for  the 
reform  of  the  feudal  fyftem.  He 
concluded  by  obferving  the  va- 
rious difficulties  which  would  at- 
tend the  unconditional  abolition  of 
tythes,  without  making  an  honoura- 
ble provifion  for  the  clergy,  and 
laying  the  burden  of  their  fubfill- 
ence  equally  upon  all  clafles  of  the 
citizens. 

This  letter  was  ill  received,  and 
occafioned  much  general  difcontent  j 
not  on  account  of  its  matter,  which, 
whether  agreed  to  or  not,  none 
could  pretend  to  be  unreafonable, 
but  on  account  of  the  interference  of 
the  executive  power  in  attempting 
to  influence  the  legiflative,  by  en- 
tering into  a  difculfion  of  laws 
which  it  v/as  only  called  upon  to 
give  a  fanfiion  to ;  or,  in  this  ia- 
ftance,  as  being  parts  of  the  new 
conftitution,  merely  to  accept.  The 
confequence  may  be  eafily  judged. 
The  king  was  obliged  to  give  his 
fandlion  fimply,  without  obfervation 
or  comment ;  and  the  principle  was 
eflablifhed  or  avowed,  that  fo  far 
from  fufpending,  he  could  not  even 
offer  his  advice  upon,  muchlefs  cri- 
ticife  the  meafures  of  the  prefent  le- 
gillature.  The  aiTembly,  however, 
paid  fo  much  attention  to  him  as 
to  fend  word,  that  in  the  future 
dircufTion  or  carrying  into  ad;  the 
principles  to  which  he  objefted, 
they  would  confider,  and  pay  a  pro- 
per regard  to  the  opinions  he  had 
given. 

In  the  mean  time,  things  were 
tending  faft  to  an  unexampled  cri- 
fis,  which  was  to  produce  a  new  and 
extraordinary  face  of  affairs.  The 
violent  republicans,  both  within  and 
without  the  affembly,  had  it  long  in 
contemplation,  and  were  now  deter- 

nained, 
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mined,  that  by  fomc  means  or  other, 
the  refidence  both  of  the  court  and 
of  the  national  aflembly  Ihould  be 
transferred  from  Verfailles  to  Paris. 
This  defign  being  known,  the  court, 
and  particularly  the  cjueen,  were 
ftruck  with  horror  at  the  idea  of 
being  compelled  to  refide  among  fo 
tumultuous  a  people,  who  from  their 
bloody  aiSls  of  cruelty  had  already 
been  ftigmatized  in  the  public  prints 
by  the  name  of  the  cannibals  of  Pa- 
ris. At  the  fame  time,  that  the  no- 
bility might  have  no  doubt  remain- 
ing as  to  their  impending  and  abfo- 
lute  ruin,  they  were  regaled  in  every 
coffee-houfe  with  writings,  in  which 
the  ftiongeil  hopey  were  exprefled, 
that  in  a  very  fhort  time,  the  term 
•nobility 'would  for  ever  bebanifhed 
from,  the  French  language.  Under 
the<e  circumftances  on  both  fides,  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted  (although  the 
faft  has  in  no  degree  been  proved) 
that  the  queen  Hftened  eagerly  to 
any  propolal  for  removing  the  court 
to  feme  reafonable  diftance,  which 
might  prevent  that,  to  her,  molt 
dreadful  of  all  events,  the  being 
committed  to  the  jealous  and  dan- 
gerous cuftody  ot  the  frantic,  un- 
controlled, and  ever  fufpicious  Pa- 
rifians ;  nc«-  will  it  be  doubted,  on 
the  other  hand,  their  charafter  con- 
fidered,  that  many  rafh  and  impru- 
dent things  were  fald  or  propofed 
by  the  difcon tented   nobles. 

As  correlative  to  this  ftate  of 
things,  the  moll  atrocious  accufa- 
tions,  which  the  bittereft  rancour 
could  imagine,  were  unfparingly 
laid  by  each  party  againft  the  other. 
The  nobles  and  clergy  were  every 
day  charged  with  new  confpiracies 
againll  the  revolution  ;  and  each 
garniflied  with  its  peculiar  circum- 
Itances  of  alarm  or  of  horror.  It  was 
ferioufly   and  confidently   aflerted, 


as  if  the  writer  had  himfelf  feen  it, 
that  a  fubfcription  was  fccretly 
opened  for  the  murder  of  all  good 
citizens ;  and  that  prie'.ls  and  nobles 
were  the  fubfcribers  to  this  bloody 
inftrument  of  prolcription.  It  was 
further  faid,  that  it  was  refolved 
once  more  to  invell  Paris  and  Ver- 
failles with  an  army,  to  di/Tolve,, 
fvvord  in  hand,  the  national  af- 
fembly,  and  to  kindle  in  every  part 
of  the  empire  the  flames  of  civil 
war.  On  the  other  fide  a  charge 
was  openly  laid,  by  men  of  emi- 
nence, who  did  not  Ihrink  from  fup- 
porting  it,  that  the  violent  repub- 
licans were  refolved,  at  the  hazard 
of  murder  and  civil  war,  to  compel 
the  king  and  the  national  aflembly 
to  refide  within  the  walls  of  Paris, 
and  thus  render  both,  and  through 
them  the  whole  nation,  fubfervient 
to  the  influence,  and  inftruments  to 
the  caprice  of  that  turbulent  ca- 
pital. 

1  he  rebellious  French  guards, 
who  had  deferted  and  fought  a- 
gainft  their  fovereign,  and  who 
were  now  in  the  aftual  pay  of  the 
city  of  Paris,  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  center  companies,  were 
fcized  (unlefs  it  proceeded  from 
fome  hidden  caufe)  with  a  moft 
unaccountable  fit  of  ambition,  to 
have  again  the  honour  of  attending 
and  guarding  the  king's  perfon, 
which  they  claimed  as  an  undoubted 
right,  and  even  talked  of  marching 
to  Verfailles  to  enforce  the  claim. 
St.  Huruge,  who  was  now  at  li- 
berty, was  the  chief  infligator  and 
caballer  in  this  matter.  It  will  be 
eafily  judged  that,  exclufive  of  the 
apparent  danger  of  entrufting  the 
king's  perfon  in  fuch  hands,  nothing 
could  be  more  pcrfonally  odious  or 
mortifying  to  him,  than  to  be  com- 
pelled to  endure  the  fight  and  at- 
tendance 
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tendance  of  men,  who  had  already 
fo  fliamefully  trampled  upon  their 
oaths,  and  violated  all  the  bonds  of 
military  fubordination,  duty  as  fol- 
diers,  and  loyalty  as  fubjedts. 

The  only  proteftion  the  king 
could  rely  on  in  cafe  of  any  fudden 
incurfion  from  Paris,  or  of  any  fud- 
den attack  from  the  rabble  of  Ver- 
failles  (who  were  only  fecond  to 
their  brethren  in  the  capital  in  all 
adls  of  violence  and  cruelty)  refted 
in  his  gardes  des  corps,  a  regiment 
formed  upon  the  fame  principles 
with  our  ancient  Englifh  life  guards, 
being  compofed  entirely  of  gentle- 
men ;  upon  which  account,  they 
were  at  this  time  peculiarly  de- 
teiied  by  the  people.  He  was 
likewife  attended  by  the  national 
guards  of  Verfailles,  who  had  placed 
themfelves  for  that  purpofe  under 
the  command  of  D'Eftaing;  but 
their  principles  were  known  to  be 
too  deeply  infedled  by  thofe  of  the 
community  to  which  they  belonged, 
to  warrant  the  fmalleft  confidence 
being  placed  in  their  protedion. 
It  appears  that  letters  from  La 
Fayette  to  D'Ellaing,  indicative  of 
fome  approaching  or  apprehended 
danger,  had  been  communicated  by 
the  latter  to  the  municipal  commit- 
tee of  Verfailles,  who  were  accord- 
ingly perfuaded  to  demand  an  ad- 
ditional regiment,  in  order  to  pro- 
tedt  the  town  from  any  fudden  vi- 
olence. The  compliance  with  this 
requeft,  which  was  not  obtained 
without  difficulty,  and  the  confe- 
quent  fending  for  the  regiment  of 
Flanders  to  perform  that  duly,  were 
the  common,  and,  in  all  other  cafes, 
indifferent  and  innocent  circum- 
ilances,  which,  under  the  fatality  of 
the  prefent  times,  opened  the  way 
to  all  the  horrid  mircKiefs  which  fo 
fpeedily  enfued. 


(>  In  the  mean  time,  the 

"^^  ■  ^*  alTembly  had  confirmed 
the  hereditary  fucceflion  of  the 
crown  in  its  ancient  form,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  Salic  law;  and  feem- 
cd  difpofed  to  recur  to  ancient  loy- 
alty, by  dec'a^ing  the  king's  perfoo 
facred  and  inviolable.  The  duke 
of  Orleans  and  his  party  brought 
on  a  violent  debate  upon  the  fubjedl 
of  the  fucceflion,  in  which  Mira- 
beau  took  an  eager  part,  and  which 
was  produ6live  of  words  and  cir- 
cumftances  that  ferved  to  open  the 
eyes  of  many,  who  had  not  b-'fore 
difcerned  the  operative  motives  of 
many  parts  of  their  condudt,  and 
the  grand  cbjeft  of  their  views. 
They  eagerly  contended,  that  the 
affembly  fhould  confirm  the  renun- 
ciation's made  by  Philip  the  Yih.  of 
Spain,  of  his  right  of  fucceflion  to 
the  French  crown,  by  declaring 
them  to  be  valid  and  legal;  and  of 
courfe  that  the  Orleans  branch 
would  be  the  next  in  fucceflion, 
after  the  failure  of  the  prefent 
royal  line.  The  afl'embly,  how- 
ever, deemed  it  too  imprudent  and 
dangerous  a  meafure,  in  the  prefent 
jftate  of  affairs,  for  them  to  enter  at 
all  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  Spanifli 
renunciations;  and  that  it  would  be 
equally  idle  and  ridiculous  to  agi- 
tate queflions  now  upon  events 
which  might  never  take  place. 
Mirabeau,  who  was  the  moft  un- 
guarded of  mankind  in  his  exprcf- 
lions,  feemed  to  count  as  nothing 
all.  the  lives  now  exilting,  which 
muft,  fome  how  or  other,  be  dif- 
pofed of,  before  any  difpute  could 
a  rife  upon  the  ground  of  fucceflion  ; 
he  faid  openlv,  that  fuch  a  fubjefl 
of  difcuflion  mightarife  much  fooner 
tlian  was  expedted;  that  rhe  corpu- 
lence of  the  king  and  of  Monfieur  ' 
aflcrded  lif.le  caufe  for  expedling' 
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their  lives  to  be  lading;  that  the 
dauphin  was  only  a  weakly  infant; 
and  as  to  the  count  d'Artois,  and 
his  two  fons,  he  afFedted  fcarcely  to 
con/ider  them  as  exifling  with  re- 
fpeft  to  thatquelHon,  reprefcnting 
them  not  only  as  fugitives,  but 
nearly  as  outlaws. 

The  arrival  of  the  regiment  of 
Flanders  caufed  as  great  a  ferment 
at  Paris  and  A'erfailles,  as  that  of 
a  powerful  foreign  invading  array 
could  have  done.  The  ufaal  bag- 
gage, llores,  and  fix-pounders  of  a 
regiment,  were  immediately  fwelled 
into  magazines  of  warlike  ftores 
and  trains  of  artillery.  All  the 
orators  of  the  palais  royal  were  fet 
to  work,  and  feemed  infpired  with 
new  vigour  in  their  fuccefsful  efforts 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  ; 
affuring  them,  as  a  matter  of  fad  of 
which  they  had  direft  knowledge, 
that  the  king  intended  to  make  his 
efcape  under  the  efcort  of  this  re- 
giment; and  fluting  in  dreadful  co- 
lours the  confequences  which  mufl 
necefiarily  take  place  from  the  ac- 
complilhment  of  this  defign. 

In  the  mean  time,  numerous  de- 
tachments of  thofe  zealous  and  in- 
defatigable fupporters  of  Parifian 
liberty,  the  women  of  pieafure,  were 
difpatched  to  Verfailles,  in  order  to 
make  converts  and  eftablilh  their 
iniiuence  among  the  new-comers; 
one  of  their  principal  objeiSls  being 
to  embroil  the  private  foldiers  and 
their  officers,  by  continually  leading 
the  former  into  thofe  petty  negledls 
of  duty,  which,  though  apparently 
trivial  in  themfelves,  are  lb  totally 
fubverfive  of  all  military  difcipline 
and  order,  that  no  relaxaiion  of 
tJiem  ca!i  be  admitted  in  any  army. 
We  are  inforined  by  Rabaut,  that 
on  the  arrival  of  the  regiment  of 
Flanders,  the  citizens  of  Verfailles 


and  the  court  ftrove  which  fhould 
fhov.'er  moft  carefTcs  upon  it ;  ther 
former  on  the  foldiers,  the  latter  on 
the  officers.  It  is  evident  that  this 
regiment,  for  the  fhort  period  that 
the  funfhine  lafled,  needed  not  to 
have  envied  any  other  in  Cliriften- 
dom  for  the  goodnefs  of  its  quarters; 
the  foldiers,  from  the  firft  day,  being, 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  fraternity  with  the 
inhabitants,  that  they  feemed  incor- 
porated in  one  body  ;  ,  and  fuch 
a  continual  fcene  of  fealHng  and 
good  chear  prevailing,  as  left  little 
time  or  difpofuion  for  recalling  to 
remembrance  the  feverity  of  mili- 
tary duties. 

Before  we  enter  into  the  particu- 
lars of  the  fucceeding  convulfions, 
perhaps  it  may  not  be  difpleafing  to 
many  of  our  readers,  to  take  a  view 
of  tnat  piclure  of  the  flate  of  public 
affairs  at  this  time  which  was  drawn 
by  Rabaut ;  which  he  affures  us  was 
faithfully  done ;  and  which  in- 
cludes the  pre-difpofmg  caufes 
which  operated  upon  the  Parilians 
in  their  conduct.  He  fays,  that 
"  Paris  was  a  prey  to  all  the  mife- 
ries  of  famine,  even  in  the  midft  of 
abundance ;  bread  was  dear,  and  of 
a  bad  quality ;  the  inhabitants  were 
Icnockingat  the  doors  of  the  bakers, 
in  order  to  obtain  relief;  it  feemed 
that  meafures  had  been  taken  to 
exafperate  the  people  againft  tlie 
new  popular  powers;  and  perfbns, 
evidently  paid  for  occafioning  dif- 
turbances,  befieged  the  fhops  of  the 
bakers,  carried  away  the  bread, 
threw  it  into  the  river,  and  returned 
for  the  purpofe  of  renewing  this 
pradlice.  The  provinces  were  af- 
frighted by  a  circulated  whifper,  of 
the  approaching  flight  of  the  king, 
and  of  a  counter-revolution ;  and  the 
party  which  defired  it,  already 
vaunted  of  it  loudly,  and  with  that 
overweening 
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cverweenlrg  confidence,  which  it 
hath  fhewn  upon  every  new  confpi- 
facv;  At  length,  the  alarmed  ca- 
pital Lw  no  other  means  of  termi- 
iiating  its  fears,  both  for  France  aird 
fbf  the  deputies,  than  by  pofierTmg 
ihe  national  afTenibly  and  the  kir.g 
^^'itiiin  her  walls,  where  a  hundred 
thtjufend  arms  were  ready  to  defend 
tli^m,  wh^re  f:x  hundred  thoufand 
peffdns  Were  continually  on  the 
Watthagai^ft  confpiracies." 

A  qUeltion,  which  fhould  never 
be  Gilt  of  mind  in  reading  this  ac- 
etiuut  is,  Itt  whofe  hands  was  the 
government  of  Paris  at  that  time 

t laced  :  and,  as  derived  from  the 
imci  Who  were  the  perfons  em- 
{»loyed  to  provide  the  capital  with 
ii?orn  ;  and  if  they  did  not  fulfil 
their  duty>  why  were  they  not 
removeci.''  It  might  have  been 
fuppofed,  that  the  rabble  of  Paris 
ih  thai  feafon  of  famine,  would  have 
b'een  much  more  profitably  employed 
altmg  the  Seine,  in  angling  for  the 
loaves  newly  thrown  into  the  river, 
'thaft  in  railing  ufelefs  riots  in  the 
ftreets,  r.hd  about  the  bakers  (hops. 
It  will  perhaps  be  a  matter  of  fur- 
|jl-ize  to  fome,  that  of  the  fix  hun- 
uj'ed  thoufand  pairs  of  jealous  and 
fiifpicicus  eyes  which  were  ever 
Watching  confpiracies  in  Paris,  they 
rhbuld  all  look  fo  diredly  one  way-, 
'.is  never  to  take  a  view  of  the  banks 
of  the  river,  nor  of  the  pafTages  lead- 
ing thereto;  and  that  neither  chance 
tv  fortune  fnould  fo  far  befriend 
them,  as  to  enable  them  in  a  fingle 
ihrtance  to  detecl  anv  of  that  atro- 
tirtus  gang  of  Confplrators,  who  thus 
wantonly  robbed  them  of  the  means 
of  fubiiftance  and  life.  We  cannot 
help  cbferving,  that  the  abundant 
prenty  of  which  Rabaut  fpeaks,  ac- 
cords but  badly  with  the  im.menfe 
fums  of  money    which  were  foon 
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after  dlfpofed  of  to  foreign  nations, 
in  order  to  induce  them  to  tranfport 
corn  or  grain  of  any  kind  into 
France ;  a  m.eafure  which  was  not, 
however,  fufficient  to  prefcr\'e  that 
country  from  all  the  bittenjefs  cf 
famine. 

But  whether  the  pitfliire  be  cor- 
reft  or  not.  It  Was  at  the  period 
which  it  intends  to  defcribe,  that 
'the  officers  of  the  king's 
life  guards  at  Vcrfailles 
gave  an  entertainment  to  thofe  of 
the  regiment  of  Flanders;  it  being, 
according  to  the  writers  on  one  i\dt 
of  the  quefdon,  the  ufual  etiquette 
in  the  fervice,  for  the  o.'Hcers  in 
garrifon  to  entertain  the  new-comers 
upon  their  being  joined  by  ftran- 
gers  ;  but  Rabaut  afierts,  that  this  was 
the  fiift  banquet  v/hich  thj  king's 
guards,  as  a  corps,  had  ever  yet 
given.  He  farther  afTerts,  that  the 
great  objeft  of  this  feall  was,  to  at- 
tach the  military  to  the  king ;  and 
that,  in  purfuance  of  endeavours 
which  had  been  ufed  fbr  fome  days 
to  gain  over  the  national  guards  of 
Verlailles,  feveral  of  their  officers 
were  invited  upon  this  feltive  oc- 
cafion.  Rabaut  feems  to  confider 
it  in  every  refpefl  as  the  effeci:  of 
a  fettled  plan,  contrived  by  the 
court.  However  that  was,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  thij  extraordinary  day 
and  night  were  too  ridicuioully 
contemptible,  to  m.erit  any  enquiryj 
whether  they  were  the  tfFevft  of  de- 
liberative folly,  or  of  cafual  intern.^ 
perance  and  m.adnefs. 

The  king  and  queen  were  moil 
injudicioufly  advifed  to  vlfit  thcfe 
bacchanals  after  dinner,  and  to  bring 
the  infant  dauphin  with  them.  The 
extravagance  of  the  joy  that  pre- 
vailed upon  their  appearance  was 
beyond  all  deicrlpt^ion,  and  the 
whole  company  feemed  to  be  men 

mad 
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m:id  with  loyalty.  A  loyal  air, 
Vvhich,  with  a  fong  appropriated  to 
it,  <«  O  Richard,  O  mon  Rot!"  Sec. 
had  till  very  lately  been  highly  po- 
pu'ar,  being  now  played  by  the 
mufic,  excited  the  gene  ml  fever  to 
the  higheli  pitch.  Rabaat  fayi  tliat 
the  duuphin  was  <;arried  by  his 
royal  mother  CQiripIetely  roijnd  the 
table  ;  that  enthuliafm  then  taking 
pon'eflion  of  the  gue^ls,  they,  fword 
in  handt  i.irank  the  augult  healths 
of  all  the  family,  while  the  court, 
bowing  and  curtfeyingj  retired. 

The  banquet  was  continued 
through  the  greater  part  of  the 
night,  and  ended  in  the  moit  com- 
plete drunkennefs.  It  will  be  no 
great  matter  of  furprize,  that  the 
mod  imprudent  and  the  i.ilhell: 
{hings  vverie  faid  or  done.  It  is  laid 
on  one  fide,  that  after  repeated  li- 
bations to  th--  royal  family,  one  of 
the  prefent  faihio-.iable  toalls,  either 
the  nation,  the  new  conlHtution,  or 
$he  alfembly  being  propoied  by  one 
of  tho  Verftilllan  OiHcers,  it  was  re- 
jeftad  with  the  greatell  marks  of 
contempt.  It  appears  that  the  an- 
cient white  cockade  had  never  been 
quitted  by  ths  royal  life  guard?, 
wiio  had  confl^ntly  rcfufed  adopting 
the  new  Itrip^d  one  of  the  Parifians; 
and  that  tlje  o>]ic::rs  of  FUnders  in 
one  of  t'le  fieaks  of  their  f  llivi-y. 
having  adopted  a  fimilar  determi- 
nation, ftripped  the  national  cock- 
ades out  of  their  .hats,  and,  it  is 
faid,  wrtre  fupplied  by  the  court  la- 
dics  with  white  cne*^,  as  fa'^  as  they 
co'.ild  make,  or  p-ocur?  them  to  be 
made,  ft  was  like  vife  added,  and 
had  d  prodigious  efle!!  in  inflaming 
ths  populac,  that  the  national 
••ockade^  na;i  been  torn,  tampled 
upon,  and  trcared  uiti  every  mark 
^f  routempt  vvJiich  folly  or  outrage 
'.>ali  lifpire.     This,  Jiqwevcr,  ap^ 


pears  to  liave  been  one  of  thofe  nii 
merous  calumnies  which  were  now 
fo  fuccefsfully  propagated,  on  every 
occafion  in  which  the  court  was  any 
way  concerned ;  the  charge  being 
abfolutely  refuted  by  the  folemn 
teftimony  on  oath  of  all  Qr  molt  o<" 
the  officers  who  were  that  night 
prefent. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  rage 
which  the  i^ccpunt  of  this  ill-fated 
banquet,  loaded  with  all  the  adr 
ditional  circumAances  which  malice 
and  invfntipn  could  fupply,  pro? 
duced  upon  the  populace  of  Pari;, 
The  famine  which  prefl'cd  fo  forely 
upon  fo  val}  a  multitude,  would  in 
itfelf,  independent  of  all  political 
caufea,  have  been  fufficient  to  dij[- 
pofe  a  much  more  temper^itp  and 
better-conditioned  peopl?  to  out- 
rage and  viplence.  They  immedi- 
ately charged  the  queen  with  being 
at  the  he.id  (  fa  confpiracy  for  carry- 
ing off  the  king  and  exciting  a  civil 
\var ;  and  they  reprefented  this  afr 
fair  at  Verfailles  as  the  opening  of 
the  plot;  this  they  faid  was  too  mar 
nifeft  to  admit  of  a  queilion ;  and 
the  contempt  fbcwn  for  the  national 
cockades  with  the  refufal  to  drinl-; 
profperity  to  the  nation,  were  to  b? 
<ponfile-cd  as  a  declaration  of  vyar  i 
that  it  was  time  to  tern]inatp  aj 
cnce  a'l  thefe  inquietudes;  and  thaj 
as  lome  were  dcfirous  of  carrying 
off  the  king  to  place  him  at  the 
hf"ad  of  a  party,  they  had  no  other 
courfe  to  take,  than  to  be  before^ 
hind  with  them,  by  f'curing  his 
perfon  in  thecipital.,--We  pafsovef 
th.'  fciirriiities  and  motives  to  im.- 
mediate  violence  which  were  thrown 
out  by  the  caballei  s  a:id  demagogue?, 
At  f'.e  iame  time,  the  ilarving  mul- 
titude, i^.aving  been  taught  to  belie\« 
that  tae  fimine  proceeded  fiom  th§ 
coijrt,  and  Jjad  been  particularly  ex- 
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cited  by  the  fchemes  for  carrying 
off  the  king,  were  loud  in  their  out- 
cries for  proceeding  to  Verfailles,  in 
order  to  demand  bread  from  him, 
and  for  bringing  him  to  Paris,  and 
keeping  him  there,  as  the  only 
means  for  re-producing  plenty  to 
that  city.  Jt  necvds  fcarccly  to  be 
obferved,  that  accounts  of  the  recent 
excefTes  at  a  banquet,  cannot  tend 
much  to  tranquillize  the  minds  of 
hungry  men. 

Nothing    feemed   more    unlucky 
than  that  the  king  lliould  at  this  cri- 
tical period  have  involved  himfelf  in 
a  difpute  with  the  national  aflem- 
bly.     It   appears   that  fome  of  the 
firil  articles  of  the  coniiitution,  par- 
ticularly that  wiiich  enaifled  the  in- 
divifibility  of  the  affembly,  the  fuf- 
penfion  on  the  royal  'veto,  with   the 
declaration  of  rights    of  men,  had 
not  yet  received  the  king's  fandion; 
and  ho'  fecmed  now,  in  the  mofl  dan- 
gerous feafon  v/hicli  could  poilibly 
have  been  chofen,  to  affuii-ie  an  air  of 
confidence,  and  fome   difpofition  to 
preferve  his   rights,  which,   though 
now  totally  out  of  time,  might  have 
long  fince  been  exerted  to  great  ad- 
vantage.     Being    now  preffed    for 
the  fanftion,  the  king  entered  into 
■  a  fort  of  an  argumentative  written 
difcuffion  with  the  aflembly,  in  which 
the  following  words  were  particu- 
larly marked    as    affording    great 
caufe  of  offence  :     "  I    grant,  ac- 
"  cording  to   your  defire,  my  ac- 
"  ccfTion  to  thefe  articles;    but  on 
**  the   pofitive  condition,    which  I 
"  will  never   depart  from,   that  by 
•■^  the  general  reialt  of  your  deli- 
**  herations,    the    executive  power 
"^  fnall  have  its  entire  efFeft  in  the 
*♦  hands  of  the  monarch." 

This  capitulary  mefl'age  or  an- 
fwer  vias  delivered  on  the  morning 
pf  the  5tli  of  Odober,  and  immedi- 


ately produced  the  moft  violent  de- 
bates :    in   the  courfe  of  thefe,  Pe- 
tion    having  inveighed  againft  the 
late    imprudent     feall    of  the    life 
guards,  and   afferting   that   it  had 
been  attended  both  with    criminal 
words  and  aftions,  a  member  on  the 
other  fide  afked,  whether  he  would 
venture  to  denounce   (that  is  to  im- 
peach)   any  particular  perfon,  and 
feemed  to  dare  him  to  it?  With  that 
Mirabcau  Jlarted  up,  and  with  the 
utmofi:  fury  in  his   looks  and  man- 
ner, cried  out,    "  Declare  that   the 
"  king's  perfon  alone  \% /acred,  and 
"  I  v.ill  bring  forward  the  impeach- 
"  ment    mylelf"       When    he    fat 
down,  he  informed  the  people  near 
him,  that  the  queen   and  the  duke 
de    Guiche,    colonel    of    the    life 
guards,  were  the  objcdts  he  had  in 
view.      Mounier    happened  to    be 
preiident,  and  values  himfelf  highly 
for    thofe   laft    but  powerful   exer- 
tions   of  his   official   authority,   by 
which  lie  prevented  the  agitation  of 
a    queiHon,   which    moft    probably 
would  have  led  to    the  mafiacre    of 
the   unfortunate    queen.      The  de- 
bate on  the  king's   anfwer  was  re- 
iumed,  in  which  it  was  declared,  that 
the  aflembly  ought  not  to  be  con- 
tented with  any  thing  lefs  than  his 
entire   acceptation;    that  this  pre- 
tended aiTent,  including   its  caufes, 
amounted  to  a  real  proteft  ;  and  that 
the  rights  of  nations  had  exifted  long 
before  kings  were  ever  thought  of. 
The  prefident  was  deputed  to  ftate 
this  matter  to  the  king;  but  a  new 
fet  of  legiflators    from   Paris  were 
deftined  to  interv-ene,  and  to  throw 
all  things  into  confafion.  The  king, 
however,  in  the   courfe  of  all  the 
tumults  and  dangers  of  the  fucceed- 
ing  day  and  night,  was  obliged  to 
find  leifure   for  retracing,  as  ufual, 
his  own  pofitions ;   and  for  giving  a 
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full  acceptance,  pare  and  unmixed, 
without  comment  or  referve,  to  all 
the  decrees  of  the  aflembly. 

The  ferment  in  Paris  had  rifen  to 
its  high^l  pitch  on  that  very  day, 
and  the  flame  which  had  for  fome 
tlays  been  rather  fmothcring  than 
lighting,  burll  out  in  its  utmoll  vio- 
lence. There  are  the  flrongell  rea- 
sons for  fuppofmg,  that  the  Orleans 
cabal,  though  aflilled  and  fupported 
by  the  republicans  on  very  diiFerent 
grounds,  were  the  immediate  and 
principal  authors  of  the  prefent 
dillurbances ;  none  other  could,  in 
any  degree,  equally  influence  and 
command  the  rabble  of  that  city,  as 
the  fadion  in  quellion.  /\n  univerial 
cry  Vvas  railed  in  the  morning  to  go 
to  Vcrfailles,  to  demand  bread  of 
the  king  and  the  afl"embly,  and  to 
take  vengeance  on  the  gardes  du 
corps.  It  was  deemed  fitting  that 
the  women  (hould  take  the  lead  in 
this  infurrcftion,  and  fitter  inflru- 
ments  could  not  h.ive  been  chofen. 
Befides  the  ]3ames  du  Halle,  and  all 
the  other  clafles  of  female  auxilia- 
ries to  Parifian  liberty  which  we 
have  heretofore  defcribed,  and  of 
which  the  lanes,  allies,  cellars  and 
garrets,  poured  out  fo  vaft  an 
abundance,  they  are  faid  to  have 
preiTcd  every  woman  they  met  with 
into  the  fervice.  It  may  be  confi- 
dcred  as  fome  fort  of  concurrent 
telHmony  that  this  fcheme  was  pre- 
concerted, and  that  the  cabal  had 
more  prudence  than  to  truft  the  bu- 
finefs  entirely  to  the  conduft  of 
thefe  heroines,  that  a  great  number 
of  men.difguifcd  in  women's  clothes, 
ucre  intermixed  in  the  ranks  of  this 
fuppofed  female  army.  Bread,  was 
at  firll  the  watch  word  and  the  uni- 
i-crfal  cry  of  this  ilrangc  afibmblage, 
which  Rabaut  dcfcribcs  as  compoled 
0/  mothers  frantic  with  defpair, 
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through  the  dreadful  circumftance 
of  not  having  bread  to  give  to  their 
famiflied  children. 

Arms  were,  however,  thought  ne- 
ceflfary,  as  affording  more  effedual 
means  for  the  obtaining  of  bread 
than  mere  fupplication.  They  ac- 
cordingly proceeded  to  the  Hotel 
de  Ville,  or  Town  Houfe,  which 
they  broke  open  and  plundered ; 
and  gave  an  early  fpecimen  of  their 
courage  in  paiTing  thither,  by  mak- 
ing their  way  boldly  through  feveral 
battalioHs  of  Parifian  guards  who 
were  drawn  up  armed  in  the  open 
fpace  before  that  building.  Having 
met  on  the  flairs  of  the  Town 
Houfe  an  unfortunate  eccleflaflic, 
they,  as  an  effay  in  the  bufinefs  of 
death,  immediately  hung  him  up  by 
the  neck.  Soma  of  their  male  fol- 
lowers, whether  it  was  through  mer- 
cy, or  by  way  of  varying  the  paftime, 
cut  the  prieft  down  before  he  was 
quite  dead;  and  then  fo  efredual:/ 
kicked  and  toflcd  his  carcale  about, 
that  in  a  lliort  time  he  fully  reco- 
vered his  fenfibility,  and  was  m.oll 
unexpededly  permitted  to  get  home 
as  he  could.  After  plundering  the 
Hotel  de  Ville,  f'eizing  a  magazine 
of  arms,  gathering  the  artillery  to- 
gether, 2.".d  forcing  open  the  prifons, 
with  tumult  ur.defcribable,  this  her- 
maphrodite army  fet  out  about 
noon,  for  Verfailles,  the  cannon  be- 
ing dragged  behind  as  a  rear-guard. 
The  vociferous  cries  for  bread  were 
now  changed  into  loud  threats  and 
horrid  imprecations  againll  the 
queen,  the  life  guards,  and  the 
clergy,  all  of  whom  they  devoted 
as  viAims  to  their  vengeance.  One 
Maillard,  ia  the  proper  garb  and 
charader  of  a  man,  appeared  now  as 
their  leader;  on  whoiu  Rabaut  be- 
Ito^vs  high  prailc  tor  the  dilcipline, 
order,  and  goveriimjnt  v.hich  he 
cilablifV.ei' 
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feftablillied  among  them ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  feems  to  tlunk, 
no  limits  could  otherwife  have  been 
afligned  to  the  efFeds  of  their  capri- 
cious uproar. 

A  fecond  army  of  Amazons  was 
preparing  to  follow  the  firll,  who 
were  with  much  difficult'/  difperied 
by  La  Fayette,  the  national  guards 
telling  their  general  that  they  could 
hot  hre  upon,  or  uie  any  force 
againft  their  fellow-citizens  who 
were  alking  for  bread.  At  the 
fame  time,  the  rage  for  going  to 
V'erfailles,  which  had  for  feme  days 
been  induftrioufly  fomented  among 
the  people,  was  now  become  gene- 
ral, and  fo  -ftrongly  infedted  the  na- 
tional troops,  that  they  rather  com- 
manded than  defired  their  officers 
10  l^ad  iiiem  thither.  Upon  this  oc- 
cafion  fome  of  the  grenadiers  told 
La  Fayette  without  referve,  that  un- 
dcrjianding  the  king  nvas  a,t  Uiot, 
there  ivas  no  doubt  but  matters  -ujould 
go  on  much  better  by  the  appointment 
if  a  council  of  rigency .  As  this  was 
net  only  the  peculiar  language  and 
dodlrine  of  Mirabeau,  and  of  thofc 
other  leaders  of  the  cabal  who  were 
initiated  in  its  moil  fecret  mylteries, 
but  as  it  was  publicly  known  that 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  council  of  re- 
fe;ency  was  the  moft  immediate  ob- 
ject of  their  ambition,  none  could 
be  at  a  lofs  to  determine  from  what 
fource  the  grenadiers  had  derived 
this  idea. 

La  Fayette,  who  feemed  aftonifh- 
ed  at  even  the  idea  of  offering  any 
violence  to  the  king's  perfon,  or 
Jaying  any  reftiaint  upon  his  in- 
clination with  refpecl  to  residence, 
endeavoured  to  allay  this  fermenta- 
tion, and  temporized  with  the  troops 
as  long  as  poflihle ;  but  they  be- 
coming every  inllant  more  outrage- 
eus,  and  at  length  direding  theii- 


menaces  againll  himfelf,  he  and  his 
principal  officers,  under  an  imme- 
diate apprehenfion  for  their  lives, 
were  compelled  to  fubmit  to  the  de- 
mands of  the  foldiery  :  bat  in  order 
to  legalize  his  proceedings  as  much 
as  he  could,  he  iirft  required  and 
obtained  an  order  from,  the  mayor 
and  council  of  Paris,  to  lay  before 
the  king  the  uneafinefs  of  his  peo- 
ple. Tnis  done,  he  began  his  march 
from  Paris,  at  the  head  of  the  na- 
tional army,  accompanied  by  its 
artillery,  and  with  every  difplay  of 
military  pomp  and  parade,  about 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Ra- 
baut  obferves,  "  No  pencil  can  de- 
"  pH^l  the  frantic  joy  cf  Paris,  on 
"  beholding  her  militia  march, 
"  with  the  intention  of  feeking 
♦<  and  bringing  away  the  king.  The 
•«  capital  is  affured  that  her  diftrefs 
"  (hall  at  length  be  terminated." 

Notwithilanding  the  boailed  dif- 
cipline  and  order  which  Maillard 
was  faid  to  have  fo  fuddenly,  ar.d  it 
might  almo[l  be  faiJ  miraculoufly, 
eftablilhed  in  his  Amazon  army,  it 
appears  their  march  to  Verfailles 
was  marked  by  fuch  circumftances 
of  outrage,  fuch  brutality,  and  grofs 
obfcenity  of  language,  and  fuch 
horrid  and  profane  curfes,  oatlu 
and  imprecations,  as  were  without 
example  in  any  country  under  the 
nam.e  or  character  of  civilization. 
It  was  currently  reported  at  the 
time,  and  we  never  heard  it  contra- 
difted,  that  having  hung  up  to 
death  two  unfortunate  paflengers 
whom  they  met  on  the  way,  they 
had  the  audacity  to  boaft  to  the  na- 
tional aflembly  of  theie  wanton  and 
horrid  murders,  W'hich,  it  lieems,  no 
member  would  venture  to  reprove 
them  for.  Maillard  prevailed  on  the 
v/omen,  which  certsinly  could  have 
been  no  eafy  tafk,  to  permit  him  to  be 

their 
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their  fpokefman  to  the  aflembly ; 
but  they  frequently,  notwithftand- 
ing,  interrupted  him  by  their  oaths 
and  mcnacei.  I'he  orator  inveighed 
againll  the  ariliocrates  as  the  au- 
thors of  the  famine,  and  for  infult- 
ing  the  national  cockade ;  and  he 
complained  of  the',  ife  guards,  for 
wearing  white  cockades.  The  ai- 
fembly  fent  a  deputation  of  the  moll 
decent  of  the  women,  with  their 
orator  Maillard,  accompanied  by 
their  own  prefident,  M.  Mounier, 
to  wait  upon  the  king  :  the  fubjeft 
of  the  deputation  being  confined  to 
the  fcarcity  of  provilions  only.  The 
king,  who  was  ju.1  returned  from 
the  chace,  received  them  kindly, 
and  ifllied  the  ftrongefl  orders  in 
his  power  to  give,  for  the  imme- 
diate fupply  of  Paris  with  pro- 
vifions. 

In  the  mean  time  no  words  could 
defcribe,  if  the  recital  of  fucha  de- 
fcription  could  even  be  endured,  the 
extravagance  of  the  fcenes  which 
the  women  exhibited  at  the  national 
afiembly.  They  not  only  filled 
the  galleries,  and  all  the  open  parts 
of  the  hall,  but  in  proportion  as  they 
became  intoxicated,  which  they 
were,  not  at  all  flow  in  doing,  they 
mixed  with  the  members,  crouded 
into  their  feats,  overwhelmed  them 
with  their,  vociferation  and  noife, 
and  at  length,  upon  the  abfencc  of 
the  prefident  with  the  king,  in  pro- 
curing the  royal  fandion  to  the  de- 
crees, they  mounted  into  and  took 
pofl'eihon  of  his  chair.  Such  was 
the  fcene  of  confufion,  and  fuch  was 
the  fcciety,  in  which  the  moll  awful 
and  momentous  .bufmefs  that  per- 
haps was  ever  tranfarted  by  any 
body  of  men,  the  eftablifliment  of 
a  new  conftitutionin  a  vail  country, 
which  went  to  the  total  overthrow 
©f  the  old,  and  of  all  its  appendant 
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rights,  laws,  and  inftitutions,  which 
had  been  confirmed  by  the  fanftiori 
{Jt  untold  ages,  was  completed  and 
promulgated.  It  is  reported,  that 
Mounier,  as  an  aft  of  duty  to  his 
fovereign,  and  independent  of  his 
official  fituation,  advifed  the  kin^ 
to  fubmit  fo  far  to  the  neceiTity  of 
t';e  time,  as  to  give  his  pure  and 
fmiple  acceptation  to  the  conftitu- 
tion.al  articles,  although  he  acknow- 
Icdged  that  they  were  in  fe\errtl 
parts  extremely  fiulty,  with  refpeit 
both  to  policy  and  to  jullice ;  but 
that  he  at  the  fame  time  advifed  the 
king  to  refjft  conragcoally,  and  to 
the  utmoft,  the  infolent  and  violent 
attempts  of  the  Parilians;and  to  call 
on  tlie  national  afiembly,  that  at  the 
time  he  was  facrificing  every  thing 
to  their  defi..-e,  they  would  c.xert 
themfelves  in  aflerting  their  own 
freedom  ai:d  that  of  tlieir  fovereign. 
It  is  likewife  faid,  that  the  king  wag 
difpoi'ed  to  adopt  this  counfel,  but 
that  the  danger  to  which  the  queen 
was  expofed  clogged  his  meafures 
and  defigns ;  to  remedy  this  evil  he 
fent  for  the  royal  carriages,  in  order 
that  fhe  might  be  removed  to  fome 
placcof  greater  fafety  than  the  pre- 
fent,  but  the  carriages  were  flopped 
and  feizcd  by  the  rabble.  The 
queen,  however,  as  foon  as  (he  heard 
of  the  defign,  put  an  end  to  all  far- 
ther thought  of  it,  by  nobly  refuf- 
ing  to  abandon  her  hulband  in  the 
hour  of  danger  ;  declaring,  with  a 
magnanimky  worthy  the  daughter 
of  Mfiria  Tiierefa,  that,  "flie  would 
"  ftay  and  die  at  thet,king's  feet." 

The  events  of  this  .4^y,  nighT, 
and  the  enfuing  morning,  could 
fcarcely  be  more  irregular  and  con- 
fufed,  than  the  narratives  of  them 
which  have  been  laid  before  the 
public.  Scarcely  any  two  of  them 
ag'-ee,  in  time,     faft,   or    circum- 
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ftancc,  a?  to  any  thing ;  fo  that  it 
is  hardly  poliible  in  ibnie  inftances 
to  tr^cc,  wl'.at  was  the  prece.linjr 
or  thelubiCkjuent  aift ;  and  we  mult 
trail  more  to  opinioa  than  know- 
ledge for  placing  them  in  their  pro- 
per and  natural  order. 

We  are  informed  by  Rab^iut,  that 
after  Maillard,  with  his  female 
army,  had  fet  cut  from  Paris, 
♦'  there  ifliieJ  forth  alfo  a  multitude 
"  of  men,  armed  with  pikes,  battle- 
"  axes,  and  fliarpened  flakes,  men 
"  whofe  hatred  was  principally  di- 
"■  reeled  againft  the  cjueen,  and 
"  again  il  the  warriors  of  the  life 
"  guards."  That,  "  with  this 
"  fecond  army  of  invaders,  came 
*'  feveral  perfons,  whofe  appearance 
*'  betokened  that  they  were  foreign- 
*'  ers,  and  who  Teemed  to  have  been 
"  fummoned  for  the  dccafion ;  for 
"  the  men  of  Paris  have  a  caft  of 
*'  countenance  peculiar  to  them- 
*'  felves,  and  thore  who  are  ac- 
"  quainted  with  it  are  well  able  to 
'•  diHinguifh  fuch  flrangers  as  mix 
"  among  them.  Thefe  ferocious 
*•'  battalions  had  taken  the  lead  of 
*'  the  national  guards,  with  whom 
*'  we  muit  be  careful  to  avoid  con- 
*•  founding  them.  They  proved 
*'  the  caufe  of  all  the  dillurbanc£ 
*'  which  enfued  on  the  following 
"  day."  This  ilrange  llory  of 
imaginary  foreigners,  feems  calcur 
lated  merely  to  remove  from  his 
favourite  Parilians  fome  part  of  the 
odium  attached  to  the  enfuing  atro- 
cities, and  to  periuadc  his  readers 
that  an  infufion  of  foreign  ferocity 
into  the  milky  difpofition  of  fhofe 
peaceful  citizens,  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceHary  to  their  produftion. 

While  the  extraordinary  appear- 
ance and  conduft  of  thefe  unnum- 
bered hoils  of  male  and  female  ruf- 
fians ftruck  terror  into  all  beholders. 


and  each  of  their  movements  fcemed 
c;iicula:ju  to  overwhelm  every  ob- 
ject that  came  in  their  way,  the  iirll 
meaiure  auopted  by  the  king  was 
an  order  to  the  troops  not  to  fire  by 
any  means  upon  the  people.  The 
next  was  naturally  an  enquiry  into 
the  means  of  protection  and  fafety 
which  he  poflell'cd ;  and  thefe  were 
found  milerably  dcfe>.^live  indeed. 
The  dragoons  of  Flanders  had  al- 
ready been  as  thoroughly  debauched 
at  Verfailles,  and  as  totally  feduced 
from  their  duty,  as  the  French 
guards  had  before  been  at  Paris. 
The  national  guards  of  Verfailles, 
wlio  am.Gunted  to  about  four  thou- 
fand,  and  who  might  have  been  ex- 
pccled  to  be  the  natural  and  zealous 
proteftors  of  their  fovereign,  who  had 
fpcnt  his  life  amongfl:  them,  were  in 
fafl  his  moll  determined  enemies, 
and  vied  with  the  Parifians,  if  they 
did  not  exceed  them.,  in  their  invete- 
racy againit  the  whole  royal  family. 
As  if  Jiis  had  not  been  fufficient, 
they  likevvife  bore  a  long  and  par- 
ticular animofity  to  t.he  life  guards, 
v.-hich  one  Le  Cointre,  of  Verfailles, 
had  for  feveral  d;iys  been  equally 
incefl'ant  and  fuccefsful  in  his  en- 
deavours to  increafe  to  the  highell 
polfible  pitch.  In  thefe  circum- 
llances,  the  king  ordered  the  dra- 
goons to  retire  from  Verfailles,  re- 
taining only  a  fmall  numiber,  who 
aftcd  as  centinels  in  tJie  interior 
parts  of  the  palace.  Thus  his  whole 
means  of  lecurity  and  defence,  en- 
vironed on  every  fide,  as  he  was, 
with  enemies  and  danger,  was  at 
length  reduced  to  the  fingle  body  of 
the  gardes  du  corps :  and  thefe, 
whole  courage  and  fidelity  were  un- 
doubted, were,  however,  far  from 
being  numerous ;  and  were  at  the 
fame  time  furrounded  by  private  as 
well  as  by  public  eneiiiies. 

It 
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It  is  impoflible  to  fpeak  with  any 
acauracy  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  finl  Icuffle  originated  at  Ver- 
failles;  nor  would  it  be  eafily  fet- 
tled, at  what  particular  time  even  it 
took  place,  any  farther  than  that  it 
was  in  fome  part  of  the  evening,  and 
probably  before  it  was  dark.  The 
democratic  accounts  fay,  that  the 
life  guards  fired  wantonly  upon  the 
national  guards  of  Verfailles,  and 
having  wounded  fome  of  them,  oc- 
eaiioncd  a  return  of  their  fire.  This 
appears  fo  contrary  to  all  reafon  and 
probability,  that  it  would  require 
the  Itrongeil  and  moft  poiitive  evi- 
dence to  render  it  credible.  Ano- 
ther account,  which  feems  much 
more  probable,  ftates,  that  an  inha- 
bitant of  Verfailles,  whofe  name  is 
mentioned,  having  mi?i:ed  with  the 
rabble,  and  endeavouring  witli  them 
to  force  his  way  through  the  iron 
gates,  was  wounded  by  the  life 
guards  who  defended  the  entrance, 
and  that  this  being  refented  by  the 
national  guards  as  an  attack  upon 
the  whole  corps,  immediately  drew 
on  their  fire.  Howe/er  it  happened, 
it  was  prodaftive  of  lefs  mifchief 
than  could  have  been  expected ;  a 
few  were  wounded  on  both  fides, 
but  we  do  not  learn  that  any  pcrfon 
was  killed.  The  hollile  parties 
came  to  fome  explanations;  and  it 
fcems  as  if  fomething  like  an  ar- 
millice  was  concluded  betw  een  them 
for  the  prcfent. 

As  foon  as  the  king's  ratification 
of  the  conflitutional  art'cles,  Vv'hich 
was  about  ten  at  night,  was  received 
by  the  aflembly,  moll  of  the  mem- 
bers, if  not  all,  were  glad  to  make 
their  efcape  from  the  capricious  rage 
and  eternal  clamour  of  the  frantic 
female  bacchanals,  by  wjiom  they 
v/ere  ftill  accampanicd,  furroundcd, 
and  in  every  ftnfc  incommoded :   fo 


that  the  hall  and  the  feats  of  legif- 
lation  were  literally  abandoned  to 
them.  In  the  mean  time,  the  fu- 
rious banditti  without,  who  filled 
every  place,  excepting  the  interior 
of  the  caftle  or  palace,  which  they 
furrounded  and  befieged,  fpread  ter- 
ror and  confufion  through  the  whole 
city,  as  it  was  impofTible  even  for 
their  friends  to  determine  to  what 
objeds  the  rapine  or  fury  of  fo  law- 
lefs  and  frantic  a  rabble  might 
chance  to  be  direfted. 

The  deputies  had  fcarcely  time 
to  efcape  from  the  noife  and  turnult 
in  their  hall,  ^nd  to  feek  for  retire- 
ment and  quiet  in  their  refpcdHve 
apartm.ents,  when  a  new  alarm  was 
given,  which  occafioned  their  im- 
mediate recal,  and  appeared  more 
formidable  than  any  that  had  yet 
taken  place.  This  proceeded  from 
the  unexpedted  news,  that  P'ayette 
was  marching,  at  the  head  of  an 
army  of  30,000  men,  to  Verfailles  ; 
and  this  intelligence  was  foon  con- 
firmed by  fignals  of  mufquetry  and 
rockets  which  were  feen  and  heard 
at  a  diilance.  To  expedite  the 
march,  and  for  the  better  preferva- 
tion  of  order,  he  had  divided  his 
.vmy  into  three  columns,  each  of 
which  proceeded  by  a  feparate 
route;  but  adjulled  their  movements 
witJi  fo  much  regularity,  that  they 
all  arrived  about  the  fame  time. 
As  ro  intelligence  had  yet  been 
received  of  the  caufes  or  objeds  of 
this  march,  it  could  not  fail  to  e.vcite 
doubt,  And  fome  degree  of  alarm, 
in  all  th.*  diiferent  parties. 

It  is  arioufly  told,  that  Fayette 
made  his  troops  flop  in  the  avenue 
of  Vcriaiilts,  and  fwear  fidelity  to 
the  king  and  to  the  laws.  Who  can, 
avoid  beinij  furpriitd  that  the  fa- 
bricators oi  this  abfurd  Irory  fhould 
not  once  have  r'^ftefled^,  how  mar.7 
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hours  ic  would  coil,  even  in  open 
daylight,  to adminiller  an  oath  to  an 
army  of  30,000  men?  nor  how  cx- 
tenfive  a  plain  would  have  been  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  purpofe ;  or  at  lead 
for  the  troops  who  were  fworn  to 
file  off  to  and  foim  on,  while  their 
remainincr  fellows  were  underp-oinc; 
the  ceremony.  It  is,  indeed,  not 
impoffiblc,  that  Fayette,  and  thofe 
principal  officers  who  were  immedi- 
ately  iibout  his  perfon,  miglit,  at 
the  awful  appearance  of  the  caltle, 
to  which  they  were  approaching, 
and  perhaps  fome  recolieftion  of 
former  greatnefs  and  fplendour, 
have  entered  into  fome  fuch  com- 
paft  or  oath. 

However  that  was.  La  Fayette 
certainly  fhewed  the  m.oft  pacific 
difpoiition.  He  prefented  himfelf 
£ril  before  the  king,  and  then  before 
the  aiTembly,  and  behaved  to  both 
with  every  appearance  of  the  great- 
eft  refpeft  and  even  fubmifTion.  He 
lamented  to  Mounier,  the  meafures 
v<,h;ch  a  powerful  cabal  had  forced 
him  into;  and  it  was  underftcod 
from  his  difcourfe,  that  by  a  few  fub- 
millions  from  the  gardes  du  corps, 
and  their  adoption  of  the  national 
cockade,  all  the  exilHng  differences 
would  be  reconciled,  and  all  jei- 
loufies  removed.  This  was  excel- 
lent, and  fpeaking  like  a  man  of 
honour ;  without  facrificing  any 
part  of  his  principles,  "or  deviating 
in  any  degree  from  his  duty,'  v.ith 
rcfpe£l  to  the"  caufe  whxh  he 
efpoared.  And  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  fubfequent  error,  tniftake, 
Lmprudence,  or  v.-hatever  it  m.ay  be 
diRed,  which  he  fell  into,  the  event 
might  poffibly  have  bem  happy, 
much,  if  not  the  whole,  t.^  the  fuc- 
ceeding  evils  prevented,  and  his 
name  long  remembered  v/ith  praife. 

U  was  about  midnight  when  La 


Fayette  arrived  at  Verfailles :  be- 
tween two  and  three  in  the  morning, 
he  moll  unfortunately  and  fatally 
pcrfuaded  Mounier  to  break  up  the 
afl'embly  and  retire  to  reft;  an  ad- 
vice which  opened  the  way  to  all 
the  ruin  which  enfued.  It  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  but  that,  through  the 
buftle,  fatigues,  and  fears  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  Fayette  muft  have 
been  greatly  exhauftcd,  and  fleep 
highly  neceflary  to  him;  but  he 
fhould  have  remembered,  particu- 
larly as  a  foldier,  that  in  cafes  of 
great  emergency,  moment,  and 
danger,  it  was  his  duty  to  refift 
to  the  utmoft,  and  even  to  over- 
come, if  poflible,  the  calls  of  nature. 
He  well  knew  the  cruel  arul  bloody 
difpoiition  of  that  uncouritable 
crew  of  male  and  female  ruf- 
fians, who  filled  and  furrounded  ths 
whole  city  and  its  environs ;  and 
if  he  thought  at  all,  he  could  not 
but  exped,  knowing  lb  well  as  he 
did  the  motives  and  objeds  of  their 
coming,  that  they  would  take  fome 
fatal  advantage  of  his  going  to  reft. 
Nor  were  the  national  afTembly  at 
al!  excufable,  in  purlijing  his  ad- 
vice; they  could  not  but  perceive 
the  prefture  of  the  motive  on  his 
part  which  produced  it ;  and  as 
they  had  fo  lately  made  no  diiliculty 
of  fitting  up  and  w?.tching  a  night 
for  their  own  protection,  they  ftiould 
not  have  hefitated  in  paying  a  fimi- 
lar  attention  to  the  fafety  of  their 
fovereign  at  this  .moment  of  fuch 
imminent  danger,  when  his  own 
life,  and  the  lives  of  his  whole  fa- 
mily, were  evidently  at  ftake. 

Notwithftanding  the  horrors  of 
the  fituation,  the  hearing  her  life 
repeatedly  threatened,  and  her 
blood  howled  for,  the  queen  pof- 
feffed  fuch  a  ftock  of  intrepidity  and 
coolnefs,  that  Ihe  retired  to  reji  at 
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two  o'clock,  and  if  we  credit  the 
atteftations  of  her  bed-chamber  wo- 
men, flept  foundly.  At  fix  o'clock, 
a  numerous  body  of  ihofe  ruffians 
who  had  arrived  the  day  before 
from  Paris,  broke,  with  furious  me- 
naces, into  the  courts  of  the  palace, 
where  they  feized  Monfrs.  de  Huttes 
and  Varicourt,  two  of  the  life  guards, 
dragged  tliem  from  their  polls, 
and  murdered  them  in  the  moll 
cruel  manner;  their  heads  being, 
with  many  blows,  fevered  from  their 
bodies  by  the  bungling  hands  and 
blunt  axe  of  one  Nicolas,  a  felf- 
conflitated  executioner,  who  had 
from  liking  taken  up  this  bufinefs, 
and  from  the  beginning  of  the  trou- 
bles gloried  in  mangling  and  be- 
heading all  the  fuljpefted  royalills 
that  were  put  into  his  hands. 

Another  party  rufhcd  into  the 
queen's  apartments,  with  loud  out- 
cries, execrations,  and  threats,  too 
horrid  to  be  related  or  endured,  by 
any  but  the  moll  favage  minds,  in 
the  recital.  The  centinel,  M.  de 
Miomandre,  after  bravely  refilling 
for  a  few  minutes,  finding  himfelf 
entirely  overpowered,  opened  the 
(jueen's  door,  and  called  out  with 
a  loud  voice,  "  Save  the  queen,  her 
"  life  is  aimed  at !  I  Hand  alone 
**  againil  tiyo  thou/and tigen !'"  He 
foon  after  funk  down  covered  with 
wounds,  and  was  left  for  dead  ;  but 
coming  again  to  the  ufe  of.  his 
fenfes,  he  had  the  fortune  to  creep 
away  unobferved  through  the  crowd  : 
it  will  afford  plcafure  to  all  admir- 
ers of  courage  and  fidelity  to  know 
that  he  was  afterwards  cured  of  his 
wounds.  The  unhappy  queen 
flew  almoft  naked  through  the  apart- 
ments, Itarting  at  the  found  of  the 
piftols  which  were  continually  fired 
in  the  courts,  and' calling  eagerly 
to  fuch  guards  as  fhe  happened  to 
meet,  "  O   my  friends  1    fave  my 


"life,  fave  my  children!"  From 
whatever  caufe  it  proceeded,  fome 
inftantaneous  impulfe  feemed  to  fix 
a  perfuafion  in  the  minds  of  the 
attendants,  that  the  life  of  the  poor 
young  prince,  the  heir  to  the  crown, 
was  particularly  aimed  at;  and  this 
operated  fo  ilrongly,  that  without 
waiting  for  orders,  they  ran  in- 
ftantly,  as  if  by  a  common  fympa- 
thy,  to  the  children's  apartments, 
and  brought  them  away  half- 
naked,  to  place  them  under  the 
protedion  of  their  royal  father. 
Such  being  the  force  of  ancient 
prejudice  and  opinion,  that  they 
IHII  thought  Frenchmen  could  not 
but  pay  fome  reverence  to  the  per- 
fon  of  their  king. 

The  king,  awakened  by  the  noife, 
flew  through  a  private  pafi'age  to 
the  queen's  apartment,  in  order  to 
fave  her  life,  or  to  perifn  along 
with  her.  He  was  met  by  fome  of 
his  guards,  who  efcorted  him  back 
to  his  own  apartment,  where  the 
queen  was  already  arrived,  and  the 
children  fpeedily  after.  The  guards 
were  in  the  mean  time  hunted  from 
place  to  place,  through  all  the  pur- 
lieus of  the  palace,  much  in  the  fame 
manner  that  the  protellants  had 
been  after  the  maffacre  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew. A  confiderable  party  of 
thofe  who  had  been  on  duty  in  the  in- 
terior palace  had  only  time  to  barri- 
cade themfelves  in  fome  of  the  rooms 
adjoining  to  the  royal  apartments; 
and  being  there  completely  enclofed, 
the  purfuing  murderers  were  in  the 
acl  of  forcing  open  the  doors.  At 
this  critical  moment  La  Fayette  and 
1 «".  oflicers  fortunately  appeared, 
and  with  much  perfuafion  and  in- 
treaty  induced  them  to  deiill.  It 
would  feem  llrange  in  any  other 
polTible  cafe,  that  a  general  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  army,  in!tead  of 
immediately  applying  the  force  in 
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his  hands  to  difperfe,  if  net  to  pu- 
jiiih,  a  body  of  ruffians,  whom  he 
had  detected  in  the  very  ntts  of 
murder  and  treafon,  ftiouki  degrade 
himfeif  to  intreaty  and  fupjilica- 
tion  to  procure  tht;ir  forbearance. 
But  fuch  was  the  prcfcnt  unexam- 
pled ilate  of  affairs,  that  Fayette 
could  not  atft  othenvife.  His  faith- 
ful foldiers,  the  Parifian  or  national 
guards,  had  already  declared  that 
they  would  not  ufe  force  againft 
their  fellow  citizens,  in  which  de- 
fcription  they  included  all  the  ban- 
ditti who  were  now  in  and  about 
Verfailies  ;  and  a  hw  of  them  had 
this  very  morning  aftbrdcd  a  fpeci- 
men  of  the  difpofition  and  conduct 
to  be  expcded  from  the  whole  ;  for 
being  on  duty  near  the  fpot  where 
MM.  de  Huttes  and  Varicourt 
were  fo  barbaroufly  murdered,  and 
in  full  fight  of  that  inhuman  tranf- 
aftion,  no  principle  of  generofity 
or  fympathy  could  induce  them  to 
interfere,  or  make  the  fmallell  at- 
tempt to  fave  them. 

It  cannot  but  excite  furprize  that 
a  man  who,  like  Rabaut,  had  fome 
charafter  to  fupport  and  preferve, 
ihould  have  fo  difguifcd,  altered, 
and  miilated  the  tranfadions  of  this 
night  and  morning,  that  no  one, 
acquainted  with  them,  could,  with- 
out referring  to  the  date,  judge, 
from  his  account,  what  period  he 
alluded  to,  or  what  events  he  was 
defcribing.  In  the  face  of  the  moft 
irrefragable  teftimonies,  and  in  fome 
inftances  of  fatfts  corroborated  upon 
«ath  before  a  tribunal  of  juftice,  he 
ftates  things  direilly  contrary.  In 
particular,  v/ith  refpetl:  to  *Jie 
conduct  of  the  national  troops  and 
the  banditti,  he  Hates  feveral  ren- 
counters to  have  taken  place  be- 
tween them ;  that  the  former,  by 
force,  not    onlv  fooii   cleared   the 


palace  and  its  environs  of  the  ruf- 
fians, but  that  they  likewife  com- 
pelled them  to  Lave  all  the  plun- 
der which  they  had  feized  behind; 
that,  upon  fome  new  occafion,  U\cy 
purfucd  and  routed  them  again  ; 
and  they  feem  at  length  to  have 
driven  them  qqite  away,  and  ob- 
liged them  to  purfue  a  new  route  to 
Paris.  So  that  by  this  itatement, 
the  national  troops  would  have 
merited  high  praife  for  the  zeal  and 
adlivity  with  which  they  quelled 
and  difperfed  this  rabble. 

But  it  is  time  to  return,  and  to 
fee  things  as  tliey  really  were.  The 
king,  accompanied  and  protected 
by  L^  Fayette,  went  through  the 
palace,  his  mind  being  fo  occupied 
by  the  danger  cf  the  guards,  that 
it  could  dwell  upon  no  other  fubjed; 
than  that  of  recommending  then; 
to  the  mercy  of  the  crowd,  with  af- 
furances  to  all  that  they  were  un- 
juiily  accufed.  He  then  went  to  a 
balcony,  where  he  repeated  the  iame 
interceihon  to  the  crowd  who  filled 
the  courts  below ;  but  the  mob,  in- 
ftead  of  paying  any  attention  to  the 
fupplication  of  their  fovereign,  roar- 
ed out  with  the  utmofl  violence 
and  indecency  for  the  queen.  Fay- 
ette accordingly  went  for  her.  She 
hefitated  a  moment,  and  afked  if  her 
prefence  was  neceflary  to  appeafe 
the  people  ?  He  affured  her  it  was. 
"  Then,"  faid  flie,  "  1  will  go,  even  if 
"  I  was  jure  that  I  went  to  execution." 
She  accordingly  appeared  in  the  bal- 
cony, with  the  dauphin  in  her  arms  ; 
and  the  popular  fury  (eemed  in  fome 
degree  to  fubfide ;  although  in  the 
depofitions  given  before  the  chate- 
let  it  is  teftified,  that  mufkets  were 
at  that  very  tlm.e  feen  levelled  in 
the  crowd,  which  appeared  to  the 
deponents  to  be  pointed  diredtly  at 
the  queen.  Some  fort  of  calm,  how- 
ever. 
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as  if  it  were  to  infiilt  fliUen  great- 
nef's  by  mockery,  a  party  of  the  ob- 
roxious  life  guards,  deprived  of 
tiieir  arms,  and  treated  as  prifoners 
of  war,  were,  with  drooping  hi^ads, 
and  revolting  hearts,  appointed,  un- 
der the  name  of  an  efcort,  to  attend 
their  fbvcrcigns.  Tliat  the  procef- 
fion,  however  deplorable,  might,  in 
all  its  parts  be  charafteriiUc,  the 
mangled  and  bloody  heads  of  the 
two  guards  who  had  been  murdered 
in  the  morning  were  carried  along 
on  pikes  to  grace  the  fpc£lacle ; 
and,  it  is  faid,  were  frequently  and 
defignedly  exhibited  before  the  win- 
dows of  the  carriage  which  convev- 
ed  the  royal  captives.  We  fhall  not 
defile  our  page,  norinfult  the  deli- 
cacy, or  fhock  the  feelings  of  our 
readers,  by  repeating  any  of  tlie 
obicene,  liivage,  and  horrid  exprcf- 
fions,  which  the  bcalls  of  women 
ufed  in  the  hearing  of  the  queen, 
and  directed  to  her  hearing. 

Such  was  the  mournful  ^.^    ,  , 
proceffion,  whicli  attended  '^"-  °^"» 
the  removal  of  Louis  XVI.     ^7  9- 
King  of  France,  from  his  palace  at 
V'erlailles,  to  his  prifon  in  1,'aris. 

As  time  brings  out  many  of  thofe 
hidden  circumllnnces,  in  cafes  of 
plots  and  confpiracies,  which  are 
not  at  iirft  known,  or  perhaps  fuf- 
peded,  fo  it  has  for  fome  time  been 
reported,  both  on  the  continent  and 
here,  and  we  fmd  is  credited  by 
perfons  who  have  more  than  com- 
mon means  of  information,  that  the 
too  great  and  overgrown  fubjed, 
who  is  now  confidcred  as  ;^hj  prin- 
cipal author  and  caufe  of  thofe  dif- 
turbanccs  which  have  ruined  France, 
was  himfelf  prefcnt  in  dlfeiuife 
among  the  mob  who  were  declined 
in  the  morning  to  the  attack  of  the 
palace;  that  he  was  revealed,  not- 
withllandvng    his   diiguife,    to    the 

[/>  4]  leaders. 


<ver,  took  place  for  a  few  minutes, 
U'hich  was  fuddenly  interrupted  by 
an  univerfal  cry,  direded  to  the 
royal  pair,  "To  Paris,  to  Paris!" 
There  was  no  refufmg  nor  renion- 
ftrating ;  the  whole  royal  family 
were  at  the  mercy  of  the  rabble ; 
nor  could  Fayette  have  infured  their 
lives  for  a  moment,  if  they  appear- 
ed only  to  hefitate. 

The  king's  afient  was  foon  noti- 
fied to  all  the  parts  of  the  crowd  by 
papers  immediately  difperfed  for  the 
purpofe ;  and  after  a  preparation 
not  much  longer  than  that  of  chang- 
ing horfes  on  an  EngUth  poll  road, 
one  of  the  moll  degrading  and  me- 
lancholy proceflions  commenced,  of 
which  there  is  any  record  in  hillory. 
The  fovereign  of  one  of  the  great- 
cd,  moll  powerful,  and  moll  fplendid 
monarchies  in  the  univcrfe,  govern- 
ing a  people  long  and  far  renowned 
for  arriving  near  the  fummit  of  ci- 
vilization, learning,  arts,  and  fcience, 
a  nation  likewile  particularly  re- 
nowned for  the  valour,  generofity, 
and  nice  attention  to  honour  which 
has  dldinguilhed  its  nobility  through 
a  courfe  of  ages;  and  yet  this  fove- 
reign, without  foreign  invafion  or 
war,  without  any  avowed  domellic 
competitor  for  his  throne,  and  even 
without  any  acknowledged  rebellion 
of  his  fubjeds,  is,  in  the  face  of  day, 
with  liis  queen  and  family,  dragged 
from  their  palace,  and  led  captives 
in  favage  triumph,  by  bands  of  the 
meanell  and  moll  contemptible  ruf- 
fians in  his  dominions,  and  by  thofe 
modern  furies  the  abandont-d  women 
of  Paris,  who,  for  every  degree  of  in- 
famy and  wickednels,  but  particu- 
larly for  ferocity  and  thiril  of  blood, 
have  not,  moll  fortunately  for  man- 
kind, their  fimilitudes  upon  any  part 
of  the  fice  of  the  globe.  To  ren- 
der the  triumph  more  complete,  or. 
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leaders,  by  certain  prefixed  marks 
or  fignals ;  that  the  principal  fer- 
vice  which  he  intended  was,  from 
his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  palace,  to  lead  tlie 
banditti  by  the  neareft  way  to  the 
royal  apartments,  in  which  cafe  it 
is  fuppofed,  that  all  that  part  of  the 
royal  family  would  have  been  in- 
Hantly  facrificed.  That  fortunately 
his  heart,  according  to  its  ufual  cuf- 
tom,  failed  when  he  arrived  at  the 
fccne  of  action  ;  and  that  he  accord- 
ingly flunk  away  from  his  alTociates, 
whofe  numbers,  violence,  and  fero- 
city, were  poHibly  among  the  caufes 
cf  his  terror.  It  is  likewifs  told, 
as  a  part  and  confirmation  of  the 
fame  flory,  that  Mirabeau,  in  his 
rage  at  what  he  confidered  fuch 
Ihameful  conduft,  threw  cut  the 
following  extraordinary  farcafm : 
"  That  man  conftantly  carries  a 
*'  cocked  piftol  loaded  with  mifchief 
"  in  his  hand,  but  his  cowardice  is 
"  fo  extreme  that  he  never  can  draw 
"  the  trigger." 

Mounier,  who  had  relied  too 
much  upon  La  Fayette's  vigilance, 
and  upon  the  order  of  fafety  which 
had  he  eftablifired  for  the  night,  when 
Awakened  late  by  an  account  of  the 
"horrid  tranfaftlons  which  were  tak- 
ing place,  at  cnce  augured  the 
downfall  both  of  liberty  and  mo- 
narchy, to  each  of  which  he  was 
moft  zealoufly  attached.  He  haf- 
tened  to  the  aflembly,  and  propofed 
that  thc-y  fhould  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  the  palace,  hold  their  meet- 
ing in  the  grand  falcon  of  Verfailles, 
and  affiit  the  king  with  their  advice, 
as  well  as  with  their  aiTiflance  and 
'^0<-'.protedion,  at  this  momentous  cri- 
fis.  But  it  did  not  at  all  fuit  the 
\-iews  of  the  patriots  in  any  degree 
to  impede,  much  lefs  to  prevent, 
the  difmal  precelTion  to  Paris :    Mi- 


rabeau anfwered,  in  his  ufual  cha- 
racter, that  it  was  beneath  their 
dignity  to  meet  in  the  king's  palace; 
and  this  anfwer  was  received  by  the 
i-cll  of  the  party,  as  a  full  and  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  for  continuing  as  they 
were.  Mounier  declares,  that  the 
joy  of  Mirabeau,  Barnave,  and  others 
of  the  moft  violent  leaders,  was  fo 
extreme,  as  to  become  indecently 
apparent;  whilft  the  members  on 
the  other  fide,  expecting  every  mo- 
ment to  be  furrounded  by  an  armed 
rabble,  trembled  for  their  lives, 
and  dared  not  utter  a  word.  To 
while  away  time  it  was  voted,  that 
the  national  afiemhly  was  infe- 
parable  from  the  king;  after  which 
any  trifling  bufmefs  that  could  be 
thought  of  was  brought  forward,  to 
afford  fome  appearance  of  debating 
until  the  bufmefs  at  the  palace  was 
entirely  over. 

The  broken  remnants  of  the  mid- 
dle or  moderate  party,  of  whom 
Mounier  was  the  head,  and  who 
had  ever  endeavoured  to  eftablifn, 
what  they  conceived  to  be  the  fafefl 
and  moll;  permanent  fyilem  of  liber- 
ty for  the  people,  under  the  form 
of  a  linnti:-d  monarchy,  to  be  regu- 
lated and  kept  v/ithin  proper  bounds 
by  a  conllitution  fomewhat  refem- 
bling  that  of  England,  held  a  meet- 
ing m  the  evening,  at  which  it  was 
ftated,  that  having  long,  with  great 
peril  to  themfelves,  difcharged 
their  duty  as  honell  men,  in  en 
deavouring  to  flem  the  torrent  oi 
republicanifm,  to  defeat  the  una- 
vovved,  and  therefore  more  dange- 
rous defigns  of  fome  of  the  fadious 
leaders,  to  eilablifh  the  liberty  of 
the  people,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  preferve  the  proper  and  neceflary 
rights  of  the  monarchy  inviolate; 
that  after  this  long  and  virtuous 
ftruggle,  it  was  nov/  a  matter  of 
grievous 
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grievous  refie£tion  to  perceive,  not 
only  that  all  their  efforts  were  fruit- 
lefb,  buc  that  a  directly  contrary  and 
moll  dangerous   ilate  of  affairs  had 
taken  place.      They  faw  the  mo- 
narchy   overthrown ;     the    king    a 
prifoner,    not    merely  to  his   own 
lubjefts,   confidered     generally    as 
fuch,    but   to  the.  rabble  of  Paris; 
while  his  life  hung  fufpended  by  a 
hair,  which  it  was  in  the  power  of 
every  ruffian  to  fnap  or  to  cut  in  a 
moment.     They  faw  that  liberty  for 
which  they  had  fo  much  contended, 
now  placed   in  fuch  a  train,  that  if 
caufco  produced  their  proper  effefts, 
it  was  likely  to  be  dcftroyed  before 
it   was  formed.     The   national  af- 
fcmbly  muft  now  remove  to  Paris, 
which  had  for  iome  time  been  the 
prime  wilh.and  chief  objed  in  view, 
with  fome  of  the  moft  dangerous  of 
the  fadious  leaders  who  ruled  that 
body.     In  Paris,  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  would  become  as  ab- 
folute  priibners  as  the  king  ;  and 
France  would  bcgoverned  by  laws, 
framed   by  thefe    leaders,  and  en- 
forced on  the  aifembly  by  the   ter- 
ror of  their  inihuments,  the  cabals 
and  mobs  of  the   capital.     As  for 
themfelves,  the  purity  of  their  views 
and   the  integrity  of  their  condud 
could  not  preferve  them  from  con- 
tinual danger  and  menace  to  their 
lives ;  indeed  it  was  unhappily  too 
clearly  Ihewn,  that  thefe  were  qua- 
lities now  fo   little  regarded,  that 
they  could  procure  neither  eAeem 
nor  fafety.     The  quellion  now  for 
them    to    confider    was.    Whether, 
having  fulfilled  tlie  duty  which  they 
owed   to  the  public  to  the    utmoft 
©f  their  power,  but  without  effcd, 
and    finding    affairs  now   in  a  Hate 
which  not  only  rendered  them  to- 
tally   ufelefs    for    the    prefent,  but 
which  cut  oiF  all  hope  of  their  ever 


being  otherwife  under  the  prefent 
fyllem,  they  fhould,  notwithftand- 
ing,  perfevere  in  the  fame  fruitlefs 
toil,  and  devote  their  lives,  with- 
out a  competent  objed,  by  placing 
them  in  the  hands  of  the  Parifians ; 
or  whether  they  fhnuld  at  once  fe- 
cede  from  the  aifembly,  and  fubmit 
their  condud  in  every  thing,  along 
with  the  caufcs  of  this  procedure, 
to  their  conftiiuents,  as  well  as  to 
the  public  at  large  ? 

The  greater  part  of  the  members 
prefent,  notwithllanding  thefe  rea- 
fons,  in  the  veracity  of  which  they 
all  equally  agreed,  were  yet  unwil- 
ling to  abandon  their  feats.  Mou- 
nier  and  Lally  Tolendal  were  at 
the  head  of  the  feceders. 

But  before  Mounier  had  quitted 
the  prefideut's   chair,  he   had  the 
addrefs,  with  the  fervent  aid  of  his 
friends,  to   carry  a  very  important 
refolution,  and  which  there  was  lit- 
tle reafon  to  exped  could  have  been 
pafl'ed.     This  was  an  order  for  an 
enquiry    into    the  horrid  maffacre, 
intended  and  adually  commenced 
on  the  6th  of  Odober,  and  for  pro- 
fecuting  the  authors  thereof.     This 
was  the  foundation  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings which  were  ccnduded  in 
the  chatelet  upon  the  fubjed ;  and 
though  fubilantial  juftice  was   not 
obtained,   nor    probably    could    be 
cxpeded,  yet  it  could  not  be  with- 
out   fome   good  efl-cd,  by    letting 
wanton   murderers    lee,    that    they 
might  not  always   be  fafe  in    the 
gratification    of   that    horrid    pro- 
penfity  ;  and  reminding  them,  that 
public  enquiries,  and  public  profe- 
cutions,  were  not  plealant  matters 
to  play  widi.     It  would  have  done 
much  honour  to  the  national  afTem- 
bly,  would    have  prevented  much 
well-founded  reproach,  which  will 
not  wear  off  while  the  memory  of 
I  any 
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any  of  their  afts  continue,  and 
would  have  prevented  acls  which 
uill  be  an  eternal  Il;dn  to  their 
country,  if  they  had  paJied,  and 
fupported  with  vigour,  many  fimi- 
lar  refolutions ;  inllcad  of  turning 
accounts  of  the  moll  inhuman  mur- 
ders to  ridicule,  and  fhamcfuUy 
joking  upon  the  purity  or  impurity 
of  the  blood  thu;;  fhed. 

Nothing  at  the  lame  time  can  af- 
ford a  llronger  demonltration  of  the 
homage  paid  to  Mounier's  charac- 
ter, and  of  the  awful  afcendancy 
which  virtue  holds  over  thofe  even 
v.ho  abhor  its  name,  than  that  he 
ihould  have  been  able  to  carry  a 
refolution  fo  abhorent  to  the  likings 
of  all  the  principal  leaders  of  the 
faftions;  —  they  evidently  fhrunk 
before  it.  He  has  declared  himfelf, 
that  the  refledion  of  his  liaving 
carried  this  meafure  of  humanity 
and  jullice,  was  no  fmall  folace  to 
him  in  his  fubfequent  troubles  and 
misfortunes.  This  was  Jiis  lall 
public  art  :  and  he,  who  had  not 
long  fince  been  one  of  the  moil 
popular  men  in  the  kingdom,  was, 
at  no  diflant  period,  deflined  to  fly 
from  his  country,  and  to  retire  to 
Geneva  for  tlie  prefervation  of  his 
life.  Tiiis  obligation  he  owed  to 
Barnave  and  others  of  his  brother 
deputies,  who,  unable  to  refill  or  en- 
dure his  virtue  when  prefent,  took 
care  to  prepofiefs  the  minds  of  the 
people  fo  elfedually  againfl  him,  as 
to  prevent  the  poflibility  of  his  being 
ever  again  troublefome.  Mounier 
was,  with  rcfpeft  to  Uridnefs  of  in- 
tegrity, purity  of  principle,  love 
and  admiration  of  virtue,  undoubt- 
edly the  firft  man  in  the  afl'embly, 
and  feemed  to  belong  to  another 
age  rather  than  to  the  prefent.  In 
talents  and  abilities  he  was  fccond 
to  none  in  that  body ;  but  tiiey  were 


not  ihowy,  nor  calculated  to  catch 
the  vulgar  ;  fo  that  his  popularity 
arofe  from  the  general  fenle  enter- 
tained of  his  virtue.  He  was  an 
enthuliailic  lover  of  liberty,  and 
as  determined  a  foe  to  tyranny  in 
every  ihape  and  form ;  but  the  li- 
berty which  he  adored,  and  wiihed 
to  eftablifh,  was  a  rational  and 
regular  one,  fenced  in  with  infu- 
perable  reflraints  againil  its  dege- 
nerating into  licentioufnefs  and  a- 
narchy,  as  well  as  with  impaffable 
mounds  againft  the  inroads  of  def- 
potifm.  In  political  affairs  his 
faults  were,  being  too  refined  and 
fpeculative,  and  fom.etimes  being 
immoveable  in  Jiis  opinions. 

We  thought  it  both  becoming 
and  a  part  of  our  duty,  to  fay  thus 
much  of  a  fallen  and  unfortunate, 
but  a  very  eminent  m.an  ;  and  the 
more  fo,  as  there  is  little  probabili- 
ty that  he  will  ever  again  come 
within  our  obfcrvation. 

Mounier  declared  to  a  few  par- 
ticular friend.',  at  his  quitting  Paris, 
how  much  he  was  opprefled  by  the 
m.elancholy  refledlion,  that  all  his 
efforts  in  favour  of  liberty  had  only 
ended  in  enflaving  France  to  the 
defpotifm  of  fadlion,  inllead  of  the 
defpotifm  of  royalty. 

Two  faftions,  with  views  totally 
different  and  incompatible,  had  an 
equal  fhare  in  promoting  the  late 
diforders  and  violence.  The  re- 
publican levellers  intended,  by  the 
removal  to  Paris,  to  place  the  un- 
happy fovereign  fo  entirely  in  their 
own  power,  and  by  the  aid  of  the 
Parifians  to  purge  the  aflembly  fo 
totally  of  all  n'ho  oppofed  them, 
that  neither  the  king,  the  nobles, 
nor  the  clergy,  could  find  it  poihble 
afterwards  to  defend  any  of  their 
rights,  not  on'y  by  arms,  but  even 
by  legal  reaUance.     And  they  well 

faw 
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law  that  the  bare  name  of  the  king, 
which  did  not  produce  the  rmallelt 
benefit  to  himfeif,  might  be  turned 
to  great  account  by  aifordiiig  Tome 
fandion  to  tJicir  proceedings,  antl 
thereby  become  a  molt  uietul  inllru- 
rnent  in  the  confirmation  of  their 
power.  Upon  thefe  principles  no 
deugns  that  afiefted  the  king's  lifj 
could  originate  or  be  received  in 
this  party. 

The  other  faction,  of  which  Mi- 
rabeau  was,  at  le;ill,  the  ollenfible 
head,  and  the  leaders  of  which  were 
generally  called  the  cabal,  held  very 
different  views,  though  they  pur- 
fued  the  fame  means,  and  uled  the 
fame  inflruments,  the  mobs  of  fans, 
for  their  attainment.  The  iiril,  as 
we  have  feen,  wiihed  to  confine 
the  king,  perhaps  for  life,  within 
the  walls  of  that  capital ;  but  the 
fecond  hoped  to  terrify  hj.in  into 
a  flight;  in  which  cafe  they  would 
have  proceeded  to  depofition  ;  and 
pofiibiy  the  circumrtances  of  the 
flight  might  have  afforded  an  op- 
portunity for  greater  and  more  de- 
ciiive  violence.  Though  thefe  af- 
lumed  the  charaftcr  of  republicans, 
and  generally  aded  along  with 
them,  yet  fo  far  were  they  from 
widiing  the  overthrow  of  the  Ibve- 
reignty,  that  they  very  reluctantly 
admitted  even  the  reductions  tJiat 
were  made  in  its  authority;  they 
wiflied  it  to  continue  perfedl  and 
whole,  but  wanted  to  change  the 
hands  in  which  it  was  placed  ;  fo 
that  having  fct  up  a  phantom  of 
power,  which,  from  its  wcaknef^, 
they  knew  they  could  manage  as 
they  pleafed,  a  very  few  of  thei'- 
principal  leaders  would  be  enabled 
afterwards  to  govern  with  fupreme 
autliority.  This  party  was  from 
two  caufes  particularly  dangerous ; 
pnc  was  the  extreme  pro-'ligacy,  and 


total  want  of  principle,  joined  with 
uncommon  abilities,  of  fome  of  its 
leaders ;  the  other  was  the  profound 
fecrecy  with  which  its  ultimate 
views  were  kept  concealed,  fb  that 
the  real  objects  of  its  purfuit  and 
condud  were  never  apparent. 

'^I'he  republican  party  were  tri- 
umphant upon  this  occafion ;  and 
the  views  of  the  cabal,  if  not  en- 
tirely feen  through,  were  at  leall  fo 
far  underitood,  as  to  excite  much 
millrurt,  and  draw  no  fmall  degree 
of  odium  upon  their  leaders, 

Though  the  revolution  v/as  now 
completed,  and  no  vifible  obitaclc 
remaining  which  could  check  tiie 
republicans  in  their  future  career, 
yet  the  idea  of  fhutting  thcmfelves 
up  within  the  walls  of  the  turbu- 
lent city  of  Paris,  where  ioo,coo 
pair  of  jealous  and  fufpicious  eyes 
were  to  be  an  eternal  watcli  upon 
their  condud  and  adions;  where 
they  were  to  be  fubjeded  to  the  ca- 
price of  a  frantic  and  bloody  popu- 
lace, who  Jiad  conllituted  thcmfelves 
both  judges  and  executioners  of  the 
law  in  all  cafes  of  life  and  death  ; 
and  whei-e  the  moll  zealous  patriot 
was  liable  to  become  an  inilanta- 
neous  vidim  to  the  falfell  report, 
or  to  the  moft  unfounded  fufpicion  ; 
thefe  confiderations,  ading  altoge- 
ther, could  not  but  Itrike  a  great 
part  of  the  aflembly  with  the  nioa: 
ferious  and  alarming  appreiienfions, 
and  thereby  ierve  much  to  leflen 
that  fatisfadion  and  exultation  of 
pride  and  fuccefs,  which  tiicir  hgnal 
triumph  over  the  crown,  and  that 
extreme  and  abjed  fiate  of  degra- 
dation to  which  it  was  reduced, 
rnight  otherwife  have  atrbrded. 

In  order,  by  every  means  in  their 

power,  to  guard  againll  this  danger, 

which,     however     unavowed,    was 

equally  obvious  to  all,  the  afl'embly 

immediately 
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immediately  pafled  the  ftrongeft  re- 
lolutions  tiuit  could  be  framed,  re- 
fpcfting  the  facrednefs  and  inviola- 
bility of  their  peribns.  But  thefe 
being  in  no  degree  fuiricient  to  re- 
move the  general  imprcirion  of  dan- 
ger wh.ich  had  taken  place,  fo  great 
a  number  of  members  were  conii- 
nually  applying  for  leave  of  ab- 
fence,  that  it  Teemed  at  length  as 
if  the  aflenibly  would  be  entirely 
deferied;  and  it  was  found  necef- 
fary,  as  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  to 
pafs  an  order  or  refolution,  that  no 
farther  applications  for  leave  fhould 
be  received. 

Thefe  apprehenfions  had  not, 
however,  time  to  wear  off  before  an 
event  took  place  which  fufRciently 
ftiewed  that  they  were  by  no  means 
ill-founded.  For  the  affembly  had 
rot  been  long  in  Paris,  when  thoie 
loyal  and  peaceable  citizens,  being 
perhaps  apprehenfive  that  their 
rights  and  authority  might,  v/ith- 
out  frequent  exertion,,  become  dor- 
mant, and  lapfe  into  what  the  law- 
yers call  a  icate  of  defuetude,  deter- 
mined to  o-ivetlicir  newvifitants  of 


founded  in  his  ears,  he  was,  at  noon 
day,  dragged  out  of  his  own  houfe, 
and  inftantly  hanged  before  the  door, 
in  the  iight  of  his  wife  and  fa- 
mily. 

While    the    affembly   were.  at.  a 
diftance,  matters  of  this  fort  were 
pafTed  over  without  concern  or  no- 
tice ;  but   this  tumult  taking  place 
under  their  eyes,  and   the   danger 
feeming  already  at  tlieir  own  doors, 
the  alarm  and  apprehenfion  excited 
by  it  were  beyond  defcription.   This 
paroxyfm  of  terror,  however,  pro- 
duced an  excellent  eftedt,  it  rouzed 
the  affembly  into  a  degree  of  exer- 
tion, the  want  of  wliich  had  been 
long  and  lamentably  felt ;   and  its 
very  excefs  proved  the  means  of  in- 
fpiring  them  with  courage.     They 
likewile    could   not    but    feel    how 
much  their    authority  and    dignity 
were  fet   at  nought  and  degraded, 
and  that  public  opinion,  upon  which 
every   thing    depended,    would    be 
fliaken,    if   fo   violent   an   outrage, 
committed  almofi  in  their  prefence, 
and  as  if  it  had  been  to  Ihew  who 
were  in  future  to  be   their  mailers. 


the  affembly  an   early  fpecimen   of    had  been  fuffered  to  pafs  with  im- 


what  thofe  rights  and  that  authority 
were,  fo  as  to  prevent  all  future 
miflakes  about  their  nature  and 
extent,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  afford 
a  ftriking  inflance  of  their  own  due 
qualification,  from  the  eafe  and  fa- 
cility with  which  they  admioillered 
fummary  juftice.  There  could  be  no 
want  of  an  objcft  on  which  to  dif- 
play  their  juftice  and  dexterity, 
while  there  remained  a  baker  liill 
in  exillence.  The-  lot  accordingly 
fell  upon  an  unfortunate  member  of 
that  fraternity,  who  happened-  to  be 
totally    innocent    of    any    knov/n 


puntty.  Under  thefe,  and  fimilar 
imprelTions,  the  affembly  imme- 
diately paffed  a  very  effcdtive  and 
fevere  law,  founded  much  upon  the 
principle  of  the  Englifn  riot  aft,  by 
which  the  municipal  magiHrates 
were  obliged  to  proclaim  martial 
law  whenever  the  m.ob  proceeded  to 
outrage;  and  were  befides  furnifhed 
with  a  red,  or,  as  it  is  called  by  fea- 
men,  a  bloody  fiag,  which,  upon 
fuch  occaficns,  was  to  be  difplayed 
from  the  town  houfe,  as  a  foimida- 
ble  emblem  of  the  confequences 
which  would  enfue.     In  the  fame 


crime,  or  of  any  breach  whatever  of  fpirit,  the  Parifian  rabble  were  con- 
the  laws ;  but  the  pithy  death-term  demned  to  the  inexpreffible  mortifi- 
of   *  monopolizer'  being    luddenly    cation  of  behplding  two  or  three  of 

the 
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;he  moi^  notorious  of  their  brethren, 
who  were  concerned  in  the  late  tu- 
mult and  murder,  publicly  hanged. 
Thefe  vigorous  meafures  produced 
an  immediate  happy  efFecl;  and  or- 
der and  quiet  were  for  fonie  time 
eltabliihed. 

An  event  now  took  place  which 
could  not  fail  to  allonilh  all  thofe 
who  were  not  admitted  deeply  into 
the  fecrets  of  affairs.  This  was  tl^e 
extraordinary meaiure  offending  the 
duke  of  Orleans  out  of  the  king- 
dom. To  undcrlland  this  we  are 
to  obferve,  that  nothing  could  ex- 
ceed the  indignation  of  La  Fayette 
at  the  unexpeded  dlfobeclience 
which  he  experienced  from  his 
troops  on  the  5th  of  Odobsr.  All 
the  mutual  ties  which  fliould  unite 
a  general  and  his  army  feemed  at 
once  difiblved;  and,  befides  the  dif- 
appointment,  and  wound  to  his 
pride,  the  perfonal  fecurity  of  % 
commander  feemed  in  a  very  pre- 
carious Rate,  whofe  troops  difdained 
to  obey,  and  who  made  no  fcruple 
of  flying  in  the  face  of  his  authori- 
ty and  command.  He  well  knew 
that  their  difobedlcncc  and  mutiny 
did  not  originate  with  themfelves, 
but  were  produced  by  the  machina- 
tions of  the  cabal;  and  he  directed 
all  his  indignation  and  refentment 
to  ihsir  proper  object,  tlie  fuppufed 
father  of  that  faftion.  For,  what- 
ever La  Fayette's  private  political 
views  might  iiave  been,  there  cer- 
tainly was  nothing  farther  removed 
from  them,  or  which  he  abhorred 
more,  even  in  ide;i,  than  that  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  tiirough  any  con- 
vulfion,  or  change  of  circumllances, 
or  under  any  denomination,  of  re- 
gent or  otherwifc,  fhould  ever  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  public  affairs. 
He  faw  that  the  feafon  was  highly 
favourable  to  ih;  gratification  of  hii 


enmity;  that  the  viev/s  of  tlie  cabal 
were  thoroughly  fcen  through,  and 
they  had  consequently  loft  all  in- 
fluence, weight,  and  confidence  in 
the  affembly;  that  Mirabeau  had 
not  been  more  unfortunate  in  his 
views  to  aggrandize  his  principal 
than  himfelf^;  and  that  his  late  de- 
fign  of  forcing  hlmfelf  into  tha 
royal  adminillration,  was  lb  well 
undericood,  that  his  preparatory  m.o- 
tion  was  rejefled,  with  every  mark 
not  only  of  difguft  but  abhor- 
rence. 

It  is  faid,  that  the  leading  party 
in  the  aflbmbly  had  already  derived 
all  the  benents  from  th;;  duke  which 
they  wiihed,  or  at  any  time  in. 
tended  :  his  pecuniary  aid  had  from 
the  beginning  bern  indifpenfably 
necefiary  to  their  fucceis,  without 
it  they  could  have  done  nothing; 
but  now  things  were  totally  chang- 
ed ;  if  his  treafures  had  not  even 
been  pretty  well  exhaufted,  thcv 
v/ere  not,  however,  in  that  ftate  of 
neceffity  which  rendered  them  once 
indifpenfable;  he  had  been  as  lono' 
the  iniirument  to  their  purpofes  as 
was  ncccflary,  to  continue  it  longer 
would  be  folly.  Beiides  that  fits 
fervices  were  no  longer  wanted,  his 
prefence  was  becoming  trouble- 
fome  ;  and  might,  under  certain, 
circumflances,  tiirough  his  influence 
with  the  rabble,  poHlbly  prove  dan- 
gerous. 

Whether  the  opinion  that  tbcfe 
motives  operated  upon  the  affembly 
be  well  founded  or  not,  it  feems 
evident  that  La  Fayette  muil  have 
had  a  certainty  of  being  well  fup- 
ported  when  he  ventured  upon  fo 
bold,  and  fcemingly  fb  dangerous  a 
meafure.  He  fettled  the  bufmefs 
like  a  foIdier,.with  little  ceremony 
but  peremptory  elFcdl.  In  a  Oxort 
and    ludden    conference    witji    the 

duke, 
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duke,  he   informed  him  in  a  few  and   accompanied  with    an   air   of 

words,  that  hii   preience  in  France  fuch   dtcilive    authority,    that    the 

was  at  this   juncture   incompatible  duke,  furprized  and  fubdue.l,  ih'unk 

with  the  good  of  the  nation;  that  under  its  effedl;    and,  every  thing 

England,    where   he   was  well   ac-  being  prepared,  was  difpatched  tb 

quainted,  was  deemed  the  country  Enn'iand. 

moll  fitting  for  liini  to  retire   to ;         Mirabeau's  rage  v/as  unbouriv^ed 

that  a  pailport  from  the  king  was  at  this   cowardly  fubmifiion,  as  he 

ready  for  him  ;  and  that,  to  cover  tern.ed  it,  of  the  diike.  It  was  given 

the  matter,  he  lliould  be  apparently  in  evidence  before  the  chatelet,  that 

fent  to  execute  a   private  coi  mnf-  lie  concluded  a  torrent  of  the  grof- 

fionfrom  his  majeih'  in  that  cc'.'"-  feit  abufe  by  exclaiming,  "  He  does 

try.     The  mandate  was  fo  peremp-  "  not  dei'erve  tlie  trouble  that  has 

tory,  delivered  with  fuch  firmncfs,  "  been  taken  for  his  fake  1" 
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EffeSis  cf  thz  tranfcElions  in  France  upon  the  7}iinds  cf  the  people  of  Great - 
Britain.  Gcmral  difpcf.tion  in  their  fa-uour  at  the  cormnencement  of  the 
re-volution.  Various  political  /peculations  t  hereon.  The  euils  nx;hich  follo~i.ved 
forcfcen  by  more  accurate  ohjer-uers,  and particidarly  fcretcld  in  the  celebrated 
ivork  of  Mr.  Burke.  Th:  interejl  -ivhich  the  French  leaders  had  in  in- 
'volnjing  the  furroundingftates  in  the  fame  dijlractions.  Their  attempts,  and 
the  ejr'ecis  cf  them,  particularly  in  Great-Britain  and  Irela-id.  Meeting  of 
parliament.  Speech  from  the  throne.  j^dd>-efs  'voted  in  both  houfes  nvithout 
debate.  Acl  cf  indemnity  relatit'e  to  the  order  of  council  for  fopping  the 
exportation  of  corn.  Military  ejlimaies  anitnad-verted  upon  by  Sir  Grey 
Cooper,  Mr.  Marfpam,  and  Mr.  Fox ;  and  defeyided  by  Mr.  Gren~jilh  and 
Mr.  Pitt,  Seme  exprcjjions  cf  Mr.  Fox,  applauding  the  French  revolaticHf 
and  the  ccnduir  cf  the  French  army  en  that  occaf.on,  cenfured  by  Col.  Phipps, 
T'he  Jame  fubjed  taken  up  by  Mr.  Buri;e.  His  fpeech  upon  the  fpirit  and 
confeq^ucfices  of  that  e^oent,  and  his  regret  at  dijjering  in  opinion  from  Mr. 
Fox.  His  opinion  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  French  aimy,  and  con- 
cerning the  comparifcn  betm.'een  the  French  re-uolution,  and  the  re-vcluticn  of 
1688.  His  fpeech  recei'ued -I'sith general  applaufe,  Mr.  Fox,  in  reply ^  la- 
ments the  difference  cf  opinion  betvjeen  them.  His  encomium  upon  Mr, 
Burke.  Explainshisonxnfentifnetits  rejpecfing  the  French  re'voluticn.  Pro- 
fefes  his  political  principles.  His  opinion  cf  the  re-vclution  of  iSi^,  His 
apolog-y  for  the  excefes  of  the  French  patriots.  Mr.  Sheridan^ s  fpeech  upon 
the  fame  cccafon.  Declares  his  entire  difference  cf  opinion  from  Mr.  Burke. 
Defends  the  French  re'jclution.  Apologizes  for  its  excefjes.  Charges  Mr. 
Burke  nvith  being  an  ad'vccate  for  defpotifm.  Compl:me7its  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  and  other  French  patriots.  His  opinion  of  the  resolution  of  1&88.. 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  other  fnembers,  rife  to  exprefs  their  obligations  and  gratitude 
to  Mr.  Burke  for  thefentijnents  he  had  e.xprcffed  during  the  debate. 

IT 
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IT  was  impoflible  thattranfaftions 
of  the  kind  we  have  juli  been  re- 
lating, fhould  iiot,  in  every  point  of 
view,  forcibly  attraft  the  attention 
of  all  the  furrounding  nations  of 
Europe.  Bi't,  to  tlie  people  of  thcfe 
kingdoms,  they  became,  at  an  early 
period,  from  fcvcral  peculiar  circum- 
Itances,  a  fubjcd  matter  of  a  more 
dired,  as  well  as  ferious  interelr. 
Before  we  proceed, (therefore,  to  the 
detail  of  our'parliamentary  proceed- 
ings, it  will  be  neceilary  to  give  a 
fhort  account  of  the  general  imprcf- 
fion  which  the  tranfadion^  of  France 
made  upon  the  public  mind ;  to 
point  out  the  different  views  they 
fuggelted  to  political  parties, and  tlie 
firlt  appearance  of  a  dehgn  to  form 
a  common  caufe  between  the  fpe- 
culative  reformers  of  our  own  na- 
tion, and  the  levelling  party,  which 
foon  became  all-powerful,  in  France. 
The  reader  will  have  remarked 
the  many  favourable  circumftances, 
under  which  the  dates-general  of 
France  were  at  hrft  aflembled,  and 
which  feemed  to  require  but  an  ordi- 
nary degrej  of  public  virtue  and  poli- 
tical prudence  to  improve  them  into 
the  moil  importantad  vantages.  With 
a  fpirit  of  conceifion  tending  to  faci- 
lity, the  reprefentatives  of  the  two  firll 
orders,  the  clergy  and  the  nobility, 
were  empowered,  by  the  inllrudions 
of  their  refpeitive  conftituents,  to 
concede  upon  almoll  all  the  points, 
which  had  ever  been  confidercd  as 
invidious,  or  were  then  in  dil'putc, 
and  particularly  thcfe  of  pecuniary 
privileges.  Every  thing  that  could 
be  required  from  a  prince,  to  whom 
the  happinefs  of  his  people  had  ever 
been  the  objeA  neareil  his  heart, 
was  to  be  reckoned  upon  as  certain ; 
and,  amongft  the  reft,  the  future  pe- 
riodical meetings  of  the  ftates,  by 
which  Oie  gradual  improvement  of 


the  conftitution,  without  convulfion, 
perhaps  without  conteft,  was  almoll 
a  ncceffary  confequence. 

Whillt  the  affairs  of  France  wore 
this  piomiling  afpeft,  the  Englilh 
nation  fecmcd  dilpofed  to  congratu- 
late, with  lincerity,  its  ancient  rival 
upon  the  dawn  of  its  liberty.  A 
laudable  partiality  for  their  own 
country  had,  indeed,  excited  apprc- 
hcnfions  in  fome,  that  France,  by 
availing  itlelf  of  the  advantages  of  a 
free  conftitution,  might  become  a 
more  powerful,  and  confequentiv  a 
more  dangerous  neighbour:  whilft 
others,  led  away  by  the  filliionsble 
theories  of  the  dav,  conceived,  that 
v.hatever  temptations  to  ambition 
France  might  derive  from  its  future 
profperity,  they  would  be  more  than 
countei  balanced  by  thofe  principles 
cf  equity  and  moderation,  which 
might  be  cxpe<^ed  to  prcv.-ii!  under 
its  new  fyllcm  of  government,  in 
proportion  to  the  predominance  cf  the 
popu'arinterelbin  it.  This  latter  o- 
pinion  had  its  advocates  particularly 
amongil  thofe,  who  were  admirers  of 
republican  forms  of  government,  and 
willing  to  cafl:  an  odium  upon  mo- 
narchy by  attributing  all  the  wars 
which  have  deiolated  the  world,  to 
the  ambition  and  avarice  of  princes. 

Such,  in  general,  were  the  opini- 
ons which  fioared  upon  the  public 
mind;  and  rather  as  matter  of  cu- 
rious fpeculation,  than  of  national 
concern.  But  upon  what  a  fuperti- 
cial  view  of  things  thefe  opinions 
were  formed,  in  all  their  pans,  the 
events,  that  have  fmce  happened, 
have  fully  evinced.  The  evils, 
however,  which  at  that  time  exilled 
only  in  their  principles,  or  in  fuch 
effeds  as  might  be  fuppofed  occa- 
fional  or  collateral,  did  not  even 
then  cfcape  more  experienced  ob- 
fervcrs.  They  were  developed  and 
purfuei 
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purfuc  J  to  the  dreadful  confcquences, 
which  have  fince  eniued.  Before 
the  clofe  of  the  year  1789,  a  cele- 
brated member  of  the  Britifli  par- 
liament, in  a  work,  which  will  re- 
main to  the  latell  poilerity  as  a  mo- 
nument of  enlightened  patriotifm 
and  unrivalled  poUcical  judgment, 
not  only  warned  the  French  nation 
of  the  dreadful  precipice,  upon  whicli 
it  llood,  but  foretold,  «itha  ciixum- 
IKintial  exaililnefs,  thefe  horrors, 
which,  tj-.ough  fince  aclcd  almost  un- 
der our  eyes,  we  hefitate  to  believe. 
At  the  fime  time,  he  laid  open  to 
the  view  of  all  Europe,  the  defigns 
of  a  faflion,  which  aimed  direftiy, 
both  from  policy  and  upon  prin- 
ciple, at  the  total  fubverfion  of  all 
iti)  eilabiiihed  governments. 

It  vvas  evident  to  the  projeiSlors 
of  the  French  revolution,  that  their 
plan  mull  r-ecefihrily  exceed  the  li- 
mits of  their  own  territory.  Con- 
fcious  of  the  defperate  lengths  to 
which  their  lyflem  led,  and  refolved 
to  puib  it  to  it?  utmoft  extent,  they 
could  not  exped,  that  either  the  po- 
licy or  generofitv  of  the  neighbour- 
ing flates  would  fulrer  them  to  re- 
main unconcerned  jpeftators  of  the 
fcenes  they  were  preparing  to  a6l, 
or  inattentive  to  the  principles  cfla- 
blifaed,  in  order  to  juftifyor  produce 
them.  They  favv,  that  it  was  net 
lefs  n  ^ceiTary  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
general  plan,  than  to  the  execution 
of  that  part,  in  which  they  were  im- 
mediately engaged,  to  involve  the 
other  nations,  v.ithout  delay,  in  the 
ianie  diitraftions.  And  notwith- 
Itanding  thev  faikd,  for  the  moft 
part,  in  this  attempt,  yet  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  but  that  the  countenance 
thev  received  amongft  individuals 
in  foreign  countries,  though  not  at- 
tended with  fatal  confequences  to 
thofe  countries  themfelveb,  yet  by 


the  credit  it  gave  to  the  exao-o-erated 
accounts  given  by  their  journalilb  of 
the  general  prevalence  of  their  prin- 
ciples, contributed,  in  no  fmall  de- 
gree, to  encourage  the  prevalent 
tadtion  to  the  perpetration  of  thofe 
dreadful  excefi'es,  v/hich  they  were 
afterwards  wrought  up  to  commit. 

vSuch  were  the  zeal  and  activity 
of  the  French  agitators,  and  fuch 
the  extent  and  boldnefs  of  their 
plans,  that  it  is  notorious,  that  there 
was  no  part  of  Europe  in  which  their 
agents  were  not  eitabliflied  for  the 
purpoie  of  difieminating  their  per- 
nicious principles.  Great-Britam 
and  Ireland  offered,  upon  many  ob- 
vious accounts,  the  fairell  field  to  the 
induitry  of  thefe  democratic  miifion- 
aries.  It  was  not  neglcfted,  and 
was  cultivated  nor  without  fuccefs. 
Aiflive  and  zealous  partizans  were 
found  ready  to  co-operate  with 
tliem.  Nor  was  this  confined  to  in^ 
divic'uals:  but  various  political  fo- 
cieties,  of  more  or  lefs  ancient  de- 
nomination, made  it  their  bufinefs 
to  propagate  their  principles,  and 
recommend  their  example.  The  no- 
bility of  France  had  not  been  long 
profcribed  and  the  church  plunder- 
ed, nor  the  king  many  days  led  cap- 
tive to  Paris,  before  letters  of  con- 
gratulation were  fent  from  feveral  of 
thefe  focieties  in  both  kingdoms,  and 
a  regular  official  correfpondence  o- 
pened  between  them  and  the  leaders 
in  France.  In  the  tranfadlions  of 
thefe  focieties,  the  means  by  which 
the  revolution  was  carried  on  and 
effedled,  if  not  always  praifed,  were 
yet  pronounced  to  be  fanctified  by 
the  end ;  the  example  was  recom- 
mended, as  a  glorious  pattern  for  the 
imitation  of  mankind,  and  fan- 
guine  expeftations  were  held  out, 
that  it  was  but  the  firlf,  though  an 
eflential  and  leading  ftep  to  the  gene- 
ral 
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T/A  emancipation  of  Europe.  That 
thefe  public  declarations  might  not 
mifs  their  efFeft  upon  the  minds  of 
the  people,  they  we/e  accompanied 
with  plaintive  compariibns  between 
the  auguft  perfection  of  the  new 
French  conilitiition,  and  th?  imper- 
feitions  of  our  own;  and  the  palm 
of  havini^  fo  foon  outltripped  their 
ancient  rivals  in  the  glorious  race 
of  freedom,  was  conceded  with  af- 
fetHied  regret  and  hunilliation. 

At  the  fame  time  the  pref,  teemed 
with  the  molt  daring  libels  upon  the 
conliitution  of  this  ccuncry,  and  all 
its_  conftituent  pats.  They  were 
diftrihuted  gratis,  and  circulated  with 
aftoniiliing  induilry,  not  only  a- 
mongll  the  lowefl  clafs  of  the  com- 
munity, but  through  the  army  and 
the  navy.  In  thefe  writings  the  peo- 
ple were  invited  to  form  themfelves 
into  clubs  and  focicties,  after  the 
manner  of  the.  French;  and  many 
were  a<5lual!y  formed  in  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  molt  populous  towns  cf 
the  kingdom,  avowedly  affiliated  (to 
r.fe  an  expreffion  of  their  own)  by 
the  democratic  clubs  in  France. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  things  pre- 
vious to  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
which  took  place  on  Thurfday  the 
2111  day  of  January. 

In  the  fpecch  from  the  throne,  his 
majelly,  after  exprefling  his  concern 
at  the  continuance  of  the  war  on  the 
continent,  and  lamenting  the  inter- 
nal com^motions  which  dillurbed  the 
tranquillity  cf  different  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, informed  the  two  houfes,  that 
he  continued  to  receive  aflurances 
of  the  good  difpofition  of  all  foreign 
powers  towards  thefe  kingdoms :  and 
that  he  was  perfuaded  thcv  would 
entertain  with  him  a  deep  and  grate  • 
ful  fenfe  ot  the  favour  of  providence 
in  continuing  to  his  iubjercs  tlie  in- 
sreafing  advantages  of  peace;  and 

\  OL.  XXXII. 


the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  thofd 
invaluable  bleflinj-^s  wiiich  they  had 
fo  long  derived  from  our  excellent 
confliiution. 

After  the  ufual  demand  of  fuppHes 
for  the  fcrvices  of  the  year,  he  in- 
formed them  of  the  mcafures  he  had 
been  under  the  necefiity  of  taking, 
during  the  reccfs  of  par'iament,  tor 
preventing  the  exportation  and  fa- 
cilitating the  importation  of  corn, 
and  that  he  had  direfted  a  copy  of 
the  order  iirued  for  that  purpoie  to 
be  laid  before  them. 

Before  the  houfe  of  lords  proceed- 
ed to  take  his  majelh 's  fpecch  into 
confideration,  the  marquis  of  Hath, 
the  marquis  of  Salilbury,  the  earl  of 
Mount  Edgecumbe,  and  the  earl  of 
Fortefcue,  who  had  been  advanced, 
during  the  recefs  of  parliament,  to 
their  feveral  refpedive  rank^  in  the 
peerage,  took  their  feats  v.ith  liie 
accultomcd  fclemnitics. 

The  uiual  addreli'es  were  moved, 
and  fecondcd  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
by  lord  vifcount  Falmouth  and  lord 
Cathcart;  and  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons by  the  vifcount  A'alletort  and 
Mr.  Cawthorne,  and  voted  v/ithout 
oppofition  or  debate.  The  topics 
chiefly  infilled  upon  by  the  feveral 
fpeakers,  were  the  notoriety  of  th^ 
fads  mentioned  or  alluded  to  in  the 
fpecch  from  the  throne, and  theflrii*. 
ing  contrail  wiach  the  happirtfs  and. 
profperity  of  this  nation  ex];ibited, 
when  compared  with  the  fitua:ion  cf 
almofl  every  other  power  in  Eu- 
rope; circum'iances  which,  thry 
faid,  were  to  be  attributed,  in  the 
firft  place,  to  the  fupcrior  excellence 
of  oar  conltitution,  and,  in  the  fe- 
cund, to  t:.c  V  ife  and  prudent  ad- 
miiiiflration  of  the  executive  go- 
vernment.— In  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, as  foon  as  the  addrefs  was 
voted,  an  ail  of  indemnity  was  order- 

[E]  ^  ed 
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ed  to  be  brought  in,  refpedllng  the 
orders  ot  council  alluded  to  in  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

The  elUm;ites  for  the  military 
eftablilhment.s  were  nearly  the  fame 
with  tiiofc  of  the  preceding  year,  and 
were  not  voted  without  fonie  objec- 
tions from  the  fide  of  oppofition. 
It  was  obferved  by  Sir  Grey  Coo- 
per, Mr.  Mariham,  and  Mr.  Fox, 
t;>at  eight  years  of  peace  had  elapf- 
ed,  and  that  the  military  ellimates 
v/ere  not  yet  redacted  even  to  the 
peace  ellabliilinient  of  I775»  though 
the  committee  of  finance,  which  fat 
in  the  year  1786,  had  presumed  upon 
a  ftill  vn-eater  r«ducHion.  That  there 
was  nuihing  in  the  aftual  fituation 
of  affairs  that  called  for  this  extra- 
ordinary military  force  :  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  liis  Majefty  had  af- 
fured  them  of  the  pacific  difpoiltion 
of  all  the  foreign  powers ;  tJiat  our 
antient  rival  and  enemy,  in  confe- 
quence  of  her  internal  difturbances, 
would  probably  be  difablcd  from 
giving  us  any  molelhition  for  a  long 
courfe  of  years  ;  and,  lallly,  that  the 
alliances  we  had  made,  and  the  fub- 
fidiary  treaties  we  had  entered  into 
on  the  continent,  inafmuch  as  they 
multiplied  the  chances  of  our  being 
involved  in  war,  were  proportiona- 
bly  mifchievous,  if  tliey  did  not  en- 
able Ub  to  reduce  our  expences  in 
time  of  peace. 

To  thefe  arguments  it  was  an- 
Avered  in  general  by  Mr.  Greoville 
and  Mr.  Fitt,  that  though  there  was 
no  reafon  at  prefent  to  apprehend 
that  we  (hould  be  engaged  in  hodi- 
lities  with  any  foreign  power;  yet 
the  unfettled  llate  of  Europe,  and  the 
internal  fituation  of  feveral  parts  of 
it,  made  it  neceflfary  for  us  to  keep 
ourfelves  in  fuch  a  ftate,  as  might 
enable  u$  to  aft  with  vigour  and 
cffeft.  if  occafion  Ihould  reqo're. 
That  it  was  a  prepoflerous  ceconomy 


to  tempt  an  attack  by  our  weakne(s, 
and  for  a  miferable  prefent  faving 
to  hazard  a  great  future  cxpence. 
That  our  foreign  alliances,  which 
had  been  approved  of  by  all  parties 
as  neceilarv  for  the  preicrvation  of 
that  balance  of  power  in  Europe^ 
upon  which  the  permanence  of  its 
tranquillity  depended,  could  only  be 
rendered  effectual  for  that  purpofe, 
by  our  being  able  to  lupport  them 
with  an  adequate  ibrce  ;  and,  laltly, 
that  it  would  be  found  upon  an  exa-« 
inination  of  the  detail  of  all  our  mi- 
litary eilablifhments,  that  they  could 
not  with  comnion  prudence  be  re- 
duced to  a  narrower  fcale. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  upon 
this  fubjed,  Mr.  Fox  took  occafion 
to  remark,  tJiat  the  conduil:  of  the 
French  foldiers,  during  the  late  com- 
motion;, tended  greatly  to  remove 
one  of  tliif  objections,  wiiich  he  had 
always  entertained  againlt  ftanding 
armies.  That  army,  by  refufing  to 
obey  the  didates  of  the  court,  had 
fet  a  glorious  example  to  all  the  mi- 
litary of  Europe,  and  had  {hewn,  that 
men,  by  becoming  foldiers,  did  not 
ceafe  to  be  citizens. 

This  remark  did  not  pafs  without 
animadveruon  at  the  tune  it  was 
made.  Colonel  Fhipps  begged  leave 
to  enter  his  protell:  againll  the  com- 
pliment which  had  been  paid  to  the 
profeffion,  to  which  he  had  die  ho- 
nour to  belong,  fo  far  as  it  was  con- 
neftcd  with  any  approbation  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  French  army. 
He  conceived,  that  the  conduft  of* 
the  Britiih  army  in  the  year  1780, 
might  have  furniilied  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  with  a  m  ich 
more  unexceptionable  ground  of 
panegyric.  He  would  there  have 
found  the  foldicry  of  this  natioA  not 
joining  thcfe,  who  were  riotoufly 
diiturbing  the  public  pert.ce  and 
fcattering  ruia  among  individuals ; 

re; 
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hot  the  firft,  in  violation  of  their 
oaths  and  cf  their  allegiance,  to  head 
anarchy  and  rebellion;  but  men 
really  feeling  as  citizens  and  fol- 
diers,  patiently  fubmitting  to  the  in- 
fults  of  the  populace,  and,  in  fpite  of 
provocation,  maintaining  the  laws 
and  acting  under  the  conUituted  au- 
thorities of  the  realm. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  when 
the  military  efiimates  were  reported 
from  the  committee,  a  further  debate 
took  place  ;  in  which  Mr.  Fox  hav- 
ing again  let  fall  fome  expreflions  of 
applaufe  of  the  French  revolution, 
Mr.  Burke  rofe,  and  after  a  few  ob- 
fervations  upon  the  general  ftate  of 
Europe,  as  it  afFidlcd  the  quelHon 
of  encreafing  or  diminidiing  the  mi- 
litary force  of  Great  Britain;  he 
adverted,  in  a  more  particular  man- 
ner, to  the  fituation  of  France.  That 
Country,  he  remarked,  by  the  mere 
circumllaiice  of  its  vicinity,  ought 
to  be  the  firft  objed;  of  our  vigilance, 
not  only  with  regard  to  her  aftual 
power,  but  alfo  to  her  influence  and 
e\ample,  which  had  once  been,  and 
might  again  become,  more  danger- 
ous to  us  than  her  worft  hoftility. 
He  inftanced  the  earlier  part  of  the 
reign  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  and 
the  difficulty,  with  which  the  patriots 
of  that  day  flruggled  in  this  country 
againft  the  influence  of  an  example, 
which,  by  its  fplendor  and  fuccefs; 
had  not  only  captivated  our  then  fo- 
vereigns  king  Charles  and  king 
James,  but  gained  fomething  upon 
all  ranks  of  people.  The  danger,  in 
the  laft  age,  he  obferved,  was  from 
an  example  of  defpotifm  in  govern- 
ment, and  of  intolerance  in  reli- 
gion. In  the  prefent  the  difeafe 
was  altered,  but  it  was  far  more 
likely  to  be  contagious ;  it  was  on 
the  fide  of  religion,  atheifm,  and, 
with  regard  to  government,  anar- 
chy ;  it  was  the  dinger  of  being  led 


through  an  admiration  of  fuccefsfu! 
fraud  and  violence,  to  an  imitatiot* 
of  the  excefles  of  an  irrational,  un- 
principled, profcribing,  confifcaiingi 
plundering,  ferocious,  bloody,  and 
tyrannical  democracy. 

He  then  proceeded  to  obferve, 
that  the  very  worll  part  of  the  ex- 
ample fct  us  in  France  was,  in  his 
opinion,  the  late  aflumption  of  citi- 
zenfhip  by  the  army.  As  this  opi- 
nion w'as  in  diredl  oppofition  to  the 
fentiments  of  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke 
exprefled  tlie  great  regret  he  felt  in 
diitering  from  his  right  honourable 
friend;  and  after  pronouncing  a  fine 
panegyric  upon  his  fuperior  abili- 
ties, and  bearing  teflimony  to  the 
natural  moderation,  difnucrelled- 
nefs,  and  benevolence  of  his  difpoii- 
tion,  he  begged  the  houfe  to  judge 
from  his  coming  forward  to  mark 
an  exprefiion  or  two  of  his  bell 
friend,  how  anxious  he  was  to  keep 
tlie  diftemper  of  France  from  the 
leaft  countenance  in  England,  where> 
he  was  fure,fome  wicked  perions  had 
fhewn  a  fi:rong  difpofition  to  recom- 
mend an  imitation  of  the  French  fpi- 
rit  of  reform  ;  fo  ftrongly,  he  faid, 
was  he  oppoAd  to  any  the  Icaft  ten- 
dency towards  the  means  of  intro- 
ducing a  democracy  like  theirs,  as 
well  as  to  the  end  itfelf,  that  he 
would  abandon  his  beft  friends,  and 
join  with  his  worft  enemks,  to  op.^ 
pofe  either  the  means  or  the  end. 

Mr.  Burke  then  took  a  concife 
view  of  what  had  been  lately  done 
in  France.  That  nation,  he  obfetv-* 
cd,  had  gloried  (and  fome  people  in 
England  had  thought  fit  to  takd 
fiiarc  in  that  glory)  in  inaking  .•i  re- 
t'olution ;  as  if  revolutions  were 
^ood  things  in  themfelves.  All  the 
horrors  and  all  the  crimes  of  the 
anarchy,  which  led  to  their  revolu- 
tion, which  attend  its  progrefs,  and 
which  may  virtually  attend  it  in  \%i 

[£]  *  eftabU(hmfcnf, 
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eltablillinient,  nafs  for  nothing  with 
the  lovers  of  revolucions.  The 
French  have  made  dieir  way,  thro' 
the  deflruclion  of  their  country,  to  a 
bad  conftitution,  when  they  were  ab- 
folutely  in  poiTeiTion  of  a  good  one. 
They  were  in  polTellion  of  it  the  day 
•  the  States  met  in  feparatc  orders. 
Their  bufiaefs,  had  they  been  either 
virtuous,  or  wife,  or  had  been  left  to 
their  own  judgment,  was  to  fecure 
the  ilabiiiiy  and  independence  of 
the  States,  according  to  thofe  orders, 
under  the  monarch  on  the  throne. 
It  was  then  their  duty  to  redrefs 
grievances. 

Inuead  of  redreffing  grievances, 
and  improving  the  fabric  of  their 
ftate,  to  which  they  were  called  by 
the'r  monarch,  and  fent  by  their 
country,  they  were  made  to  take  a 
very  different  courfe.  They  iirft 
deilroyed  all  the  balances  and  coun- 
terpoifes,  which  ferve  to  nx  the  ftate 
and  to  give  it  a  .fteady  siireftion, 
and  which  fu)-nifli  fure  corredlives 
to  any  violent  fpirit  which  may  pre- 
vail in  any  of  the  orders.  Thefe 
balances  exiiled  in  their  oldeft  con- 
ftitution,  and  in  the  confdtution  of 
this  country,  and  in  the  coniiitution 
cf  all  the  countries  in  Europe.  Thefe 
they  rafnly  deftroyed,  and  then  they 
melted  down  the  whole  into  one  in- 
congruous, ill-conne£led  mafs. 

^'/hen  they  had  done  this,  they 
inflantly,  with  the  moll  atrocious 
perfidy  and  breach  of  all  faith  among 
men,  laid  the  axe  to  the  root  of  all 
property,  and  confequently  of  all 
rational  profperity,  by  the  princi- 
ples thev  eflabliflied,  and  the  exam- 
ple they  fet,  in  confifcating  all  the 
pofleffions  of  the  church.  They 
made  and  recorded  a  fort  of  infti- 
*uteand  digeft  of  anarchy,  called  the 
rights  of  man,  in  fuch  a  pedantic 
sbufe  of  elementary  principles  as 
wowld  have  difgrac?d  boys  at  fcltcol; 


but  this  declaration  of  rights  was 
uorfe  th.^n  trifiing  and  pedantic  in 
them  ;  as  by  their  name  and  autho- 
rity, they  fyfcematically  dellroyed 
every  hold  of  authority  by  opinion, 
religious  or  civil,  on  the  minds  of 
the  people.  By  this  mad  df-clara- 
tion,  they  fubverted  the  iiate,  and 
brought  on  fuch  calamities  as  no 
country,  without  a  long  war,  has 
ever  been  known  to  fufrer,  and 
which  may  in  the  end  produce  fuch 
a  war,  and,  perhaps,  many  fuch. 
Should  they  ev^en  perfectly  fucceed 
in  what  they  propofe,  as  they  were 
likely  enough  to  do,  and  eilablifh  a 
democracy,  or  a  mob  of  democra- 
cies, in  a  country  circum.lianced  like 
France,  they  would  eftablifh  a  very 
bad  government — a  very  bad  fpecies 
of  tyranny. 

Eut  tJie  worll  efF?ft  of  all  their 
proceedings,  he  faid,  was  on  their 
military.  If  the  queilion  was,  whe- 
ther foldiers  were  to  forget  they 
Were  citizens,  as  an  abHracl  propo- 
fition,  he  could  have  no  difference 
about  it ;  though,  as  it  is  ufual, 
when  abftradl  principles  are  to  be 
applied,  much  was  to  be  thought  on 
the  manner  of  uniting  the  character 
of  citizen  and  foldier.  But  as  ap- 
plied to  the  events  which  had  hap- 
pened in  France,  where  the  abftradt 
principle  was  clothed  with  its  cir- 
cuiiiftances,  he  thought  that  his 
friend  would  agree  v/ith  him,  that 
what  was  done  there  furnilhed  no 
matter  of  exultation,  either  in  the 
aft  or  the  example.  Jc  was  not  an 
army  embodied  under  the  rcfpedla- 
ble  patriot  citizens  of  the  ftate  in 
refifting  tyranny.  Nothing  like  it. 
It  was  the  cafe  of  common  foldiers 
deferring  from  their  officers,  to  join 
a  furious,  licentious  populace. 

He  expreiTcd  his  concern  that  this 
ftrange  thing,  called  a  Revolution 
in  France,  Ihould  be  compared  with 

the 
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trie  glorious  event,  commonly  called 
the  Revolution  in  England  ;  and  the 
conduft  of  the  foldiL-ry,  on  that  oc- 
caiion,  compared  with  the  behaviour 
ot  ibme  of  the  troops  of  France  in 
the  prefent  inibance.  At  that  pe- 
riod, the  prince  of  Orange,  a  prince 
C't  the  blood  royal  in  England,  was 
Cilled  in  by  the  flower  of  the  Eng- 
lilTi  arillocracy  to  defend  its  ancient 
conilitution,  and  not  to  level  all  dif- 
tindions.  To  this  prince,  fo  in- 
vited, the  ariltocratic  leaders  who 
commanded  tiie  troops,  vv^ent  over 
with  their  feveral  corps,  in  bodies, 
to  the  deliverer  of  their  country. 
Military  obedience  changed  its  ob- 
jefl;  but  military  difcipline  was  not 
for  a  moment  interrupted  in  its  prin- 
,  ciple. 

But  as  the  conduift  of  the  Englifli 
armies  was  diherent,  fo  was  that  of 
the  whole  EngliiTi  nation  at  that 
time.  In  truth,  the  circumflances 
of  our  revolution  (as  it  is  called) 
and  that  of  France,  are  juft  the  re- 
rerl'e  of  each  other  in  almofl  every 
particular,  and  in  the  whole  fpirit  of 
the  tranfadion.  Wmt  we  did  was 
in  trutli  and  fubftance,  and  in  a  con- 
fritutional  light,  a  revolution,  rot 
made,  but  prevented.  We  took  fo- 
lid  fecurities;  we  fettled  doubtful 
queilions;  we  corredled  anomalies 
in  our  law.  Jn  the  ftable,  funda- 
mental parts  of  our  conilitution  we 
made  no  revolution ;  no,  nor  any 
alteration  at  all.  We  did  not  im- 
pair the  monarchy :  perhaps  it  might 
be  (hewn,  that  we  ftrengthened  it 
very  conliderably.  The  church  was 
not  impaired.  The  nation  kept  the 
f;imc  ranks,  the  fame  privileges,  the 
fame  franchifts,  the  fame  rules  for 
property.  The  church  and  the  ftate 
were  the  fame  aher  the  revolution 
that  they  were  before,  but  better  fe- 
■cured  in  every  part. 

/Iccor-dingly  the  fta.te  floiviflied. 


Inftead  of  lying  as  dead,  in  a  fort  of 
trance,  or  ex  poled,  as  fome  others, 
in  an  epileptic  fit,  to  the  pity  or  de- 
rifion  of  the  world,  for  her  wild,  ri- 
diculous, convuifive  movements,  im- 
potent to  every  pnrpofe  but  that  of 
dalhing  out  her  brains  againil  tiic 
pavement.  Great  Britain  rofe  above 
the  ftandard,even  of  her  former  fe'f. 
An  a^ra  of  a  more  i.i^proved  domef- 
tic  profperity  then  commenced,  and 
ftill  continues,  not  only  unimpaired, 
but  growing,  under  the  wafting  hand 
of  time. 

This  fpeech  of  Mr.  Burke  was 
received  with  great  and  general  ap- 
plaufe.    As  foon  as  he  fat  down,  Mr. 
Fox  rofe  and  faid,  that  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  had  mixed  his  re- 
marks upon  what  he  had  faid  with 
fo  much  perfonal  kindnefs  towards 
him,  that -lie  felt  himielf  under  a  dif- 
ficulty in   making  any  return,  left 
the  houfe  fhould  doubt  his  fmcerit)^, 
and  coniider  what  he  might  fay  as 
a  mere  difcharge  of  a  debt  of  com- 
pliments.    He  mull,  however,  de-' 
clare,  that  fuch  was  his  fenfe  of  the 
judgment  of  his  right  honourable 
friend,  and  fiKh   the  ePamation  in 
which  ha  held  his  friendfliip,  that  if 
he  were  to  put  all  the  political  in- 
formation which  he  had  learnt  from 
books,  all  which  he  had  gained  from 
fcience,  and  all  which  any  know- 
ledge   of  the  world  and  its  affairs 
had  taught  him,  into  one  fcale,  and 
the  improvement,  which  he  had  de- 
rived   from    his    right    honourable 
friend's  inftruftion  and  converfation, 
were  placed  in  the  other,  he  ihould 
be  at  a  Icfs  to  decide,  to  which  to 
give  the  preference. 

With  refpefl  to  the  approbaticn 
he  bid  exprefled  of  the  latecondiKfl 
of  the  French  military,  and  his  ex- 
ultation upon  the  revohnicn,  which 
had  taken  place  in  that  countrv,' 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  fhould  lUll  irain- 
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tain  that  lie  was  not  wrong  in  fo  do- 
ing. But  he  hoped  that  no  perfon 
would  thence  infer,  either  that  he 
was  a  friend  to  democracy,  or  ap- 
proved of  the  excefles  which  had 
been  committed  in  France.  With 
refpefl  to  the  former  point,  he  de- 
clared himfelf  equally  the  enemy  of 
all  abfolute  forms  of  government, 
whether  an  abfolute  monarchy,  an 
abfolute  ariftocracy,  or  an  abfolute 
democracy,  and  approved  only  of  a 
mixed  government,  like  our  own. 
But  though  he  fliould  never  lend 
himfelf  to  fupport  any  cabal  or 
fcheme,  formed  in  order  to  intro^ 
duce  dangerous  innovations  into  our 
excellent  conititution  ;  he  would 
rot,  however,  run  the  length  of  de- 
claring, that  he  was  an  enemy  to 
every  fpecies  of  innovation,  becaufe 
that  conftitution,  which  we  all  re- 
vered, owed  its  perfedion  to  inno- 
vation. He  differed  greatly  from 
Mr.  Burke  in  his  opinion  of  the  re- 
volution of  1688,  in  v/hich  he  con- 
ceived that  many  innovations  had 
taken  place,  and  he  thought  that  cafe 
was  certainly  more  parallel  to  the 
revolution  in  France  than  his  right 
honourable  friend  feemed  willing  to 
allow.  With  regard  to  the  fcenes  of 
bloodfhed  and  cruelty  which  had 
been  afted  in  France,  no  man  could 
have  heard  of  them  without  lament- 
ing them;  but  ftill  when  the  fevere 
tyranny,  under  which  that  people 
had  fo  long  groaned,  was  confidered, 
the  exceffes  v.hicli  they  committed, 
in  their  endeavour  to  Ihake  off  the 
yoke  of  defpotifm,  might, he  thought, 
be  fpoken  of  with  fome  degree  of 
compaffion;  and  he  was  perfuaded 
that,  unfettled  as  their  prefent  ffate 
appeared,  it  was  preferable  to  their 
former  condition,  and  that  ultimate- 
ly it  would  be  for  the  advantajje  of 
iJiat  country. 


After  a  fliort  explanation  from 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  and 
faid,  that  the  very  rcafons  which 
Mr.  Burke  had  given  for  expreffmg 
the  fcntiments,  which  he  had  that  day 
uttered,  namely,  an  apprehenfion  of 
being  fuppolcd  to  acquiefce  in  the 
opinions  of  thofe,  for  whom  he  en- 
tertained the  highcft  regard  and 
with  whom  he  had  uniformly  afted^, 
operated  alfo  on  his  mind,  and  made 
him  feel  it  a  duty  to  declare,  that  he 
differed  decidedly  from  that  right 
honourable  gentleman  in  almoll 
every  word  that  he  had  uttered  re~ 
fpeding  the  French  revolution. 
Mr.  Sheridan  added  fome  warm 
compliments  to  Mr.  Burke's  general 
principles ;  but  faid,  that  he  could 
not  conceive  how  it  was  poffible  for 
a  perfon  of  fuch  principles,  or  for 
any  man  who  valued  our  own  con- 
ftitution, and  revered  the  revolution 
that  obtained  it  for  us,  to  unite  with 
fuch  feelings  an  indignant  and  un- 
qualified abhorrence  of  all  the  pro^ 
ceedings  of  the  patriotic  party  in 
France. 

He  conceived,  he  faid,  theirs  to 
be  as  juft  a  revolution  as  ours,  pro- 
ceeding upon  as  found  a  principle 
and  a  greater  provocation,  and  ve- 
hemently defended  the  general  views 
and  condudl  of  the  national  afiem- 
bly.  He  joined  with  Mr.  Burke  in 
abhorring  the  cruelties  that  had  been 
committed ;  but  what,  he  faid,  was 
the  awful  leffort  that  was  to  be  ga- 
thered from  the  outrages  of  the  po- 
pulace ?  Whar,  but  an  abhorrence 
of  that  accurfed  fyftem  of  defpotic 
government,  v/hich  fets  an  example 
of  depravity  to  the  flaves  it  rules 
over  :  and  if  a  day  of  power  comes 
to  the  wretched  populace,  is  it  to  be 
wondered  at,  however  it  is  to  be 
regretted,  that  they  adt  without  any 
of  thofe  feelings  of  juftice  or  hu- 
manity. 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.        [71 


manity,  which  the  principles  and 
practice  of  the  governors  had  llrip- 
ped  them  of? 

Mr.  Sheridan  went  into  feveral 
other  topics  refpedling  the  French 
revolution,  and  charged  Mr.  Burke 
with  being  an  advocate  for  defpo- 
tifm,  and  with  having  fpoken  of  the 
national  aflembly'  with  an  unwar- 
rantable freedom  of  fpeech. 

After  paying  fome  high  compli- 
ments to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
monfieur  Baily,  and  others  of  th^ 
French  patriots,  Mr.  Sheridan  con- 
cluded, with  exprefling  a  farther 
difference  with  Mr.  Burke  with  re- 
fpeft  to  our  own  revolution  of  i688. 
He  had  ever  been  accullomed  to 
confidcr  it  as  the  glorious  a^ra  that 
gave  real  and  efficient  freedom  to 


this  country,  and  eflabliflied,  on  a 
permanent  bafis,  thofe  facred  prin- 
ciples of  govermnent,  and  reve- 
rence for  the  rights  of  men,  which 
he,  for  one,  could  not  value  here, 
without  wifhing  to  fee  them  difFufed 
throughout  the  world. 

Mr.  Eurke  made  a  fliort  r^ply  to 
Mr.  Sheridan,  after  which  Mr.  Pitt 
and  feveral  other  members  exprefled 
their  concurrence  with  Mr.  Burke 
in  the  fentiments  he  had  delivered, 
and  their  fenfe  of  the  obligation  he 
had  conferred  upon  his  country  by 
the  part  he  had  that  day  taken. 

The  elHmates  delivered  in  for  the 
fervice  of  the  army  and  ordnance, 
were  then  voted  by  the  houfe  with- 
out alteration. 


CHAP. 


IV. 


^he  d'ljfenters  encouraged,  hy  the /mall  majority  by  tK;bich  the  motion  for  the 
repeal  of  the  tefi  and  corporation  aii  <iKias  rejetted  the  lajl  feffion,  to  rene->.u 
their  application.  Steps  taken  by  them  to  fupport  it.  Jlar?n  of  the  friends 
of  the  ejiablijhed  church.  Mr.  Fox'sypeech  upon  mo'vifig  for  the  repeal.  His 
general  principles  of  toleration.  His  opinion  of  the  i?npolicy  and  inj-.rjlice  of 
the  teji  laivs.  Argues  from  the  merits  of  the  dijjenters.  Urges  the  exarnple 
of  France.  Cenfures  the  conduct  of  the  bijhop  of  St.  Daz-id's.  Concludes 
rivith  declaring  his  dx^  termination  to  fupport  the  qutfion  he  had  brought  for- 
nxjard  upon  e'very  future  occafion.  Motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt.  He  objects 
to  its  extent,  and  the  principles  on  nvhich  it  iv  as  fupport  ed.  Is  of  opinion  it 
might  affect  thefecurity  of  the  church.  He  confders  the  tejl  aijs  as  proper 
rejlraints  on  the  prerogative  of  the  cronvn.  Animadverts  on  the  attempts  of 
the  dijfcnters  to  influence  metnbers  of  parliament.  Thinks  it  '^vould  be  dan- 
gerous to  truji  them  ivith  potvcr.  And  that  tefts,  the  fever  it  y  ofivhicb  could 
be  occaftonally  mitigated,  ivere  neceffnry  to  enable  government  to  nvard  off" 
danger  in  cafes  of  neccjjity.  Mr,  Burke  cojicurs  ivith  Mr.  Fox  in  bis  prin- 
ciples of  toleration  ;  but  thinks  the  dijfcnters,  at  the  prefent  moment,  not  in~ 
titled  to  indulgence.  Charges  thetn  ivitb  factious  and  dangerous  practices, 
and  reads  'various papers  in  fupport  of  his  charge.  Suggejls  the  propriety  of 
a  neiu  tcfl,  and  of  a  committee  to  enquire  into  their  recent  condud.  Mr. 
Fox^s  motion  reje/ted  by  a  inajority  of  294.  /o  105.  Motion  by  Mr.  Flood 
for  a  reform  in  parliament.  States  the  inadequacy  of  the  prefent  mode  of 
reprefentation.  Propofcs  otic  hundred  additional  metnbcrs  to  be  chofcn  by  re~ 
ftdent  houfekeepers.  His  arguments  to  pro've  the  necejpty  of  a  reform.  An- 
J-n'crs  objections.     The  meiion  oppofed  by  Mr,  Wyndham.     Ue  aferts,  that 
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the  houfc  of  commons,  as  at  prcfcnt  ccnpi'.uted,  is  adequate  for  all  hejiefcial 
purpcjes.  Anjhvers  the  chjeltions  relative  to  the  American  xvar.  Deprecates 
iirnrr-vations  founded  upon  theories.  Okjcds  to  the  time  as  da7igerous.  Mr. 
Pitt  chjeds  to  the  motion  as  ill-ftmed.  Sir  'James  fohnjh7ie^s  ohjecliojis. 
Mr.  Fox  fupports  the  viotion,  and  anf-wers  the  ohjecticn  of  its  being  ill- 
timed.  Mr.  Burke  in  reply.  Other  fpeakers  on  both  fides  the  quejiion. 
Ike  motion  agreed  to  he  ^<.<:ithdra^jjn. 


THE  very  fmall  m.ijcrrity  by 
_^  which  Mr.  Be.Uifoy's  motion 
for  the  relief  of  pre reilant  diri'ent.'rs 
\\"A  been  rej.'ded  laft  year  ^,  julli- 
fied  the  peri'everance  of  that  body 
in  renewing  their  appUcation  to  par- 
liament, and  could  not  fail  of  giving 
them  fanguiue  hopes  of  iuccefs. 
Another  application  was  immediate- 
ly determined  upon,"*to  b^e  made  in 
theprefent  fcfiions,  and  the  interval 
was  employed,  with  indefatigable  in- 
duilry,  in  making  every  poihble  ex- 
ertion to  fortify  their  caafe,  both  by 
general  appeals  to  the  people,  and 
by  an  aftive  canvas  of  individual 
members  oi  parliament.  The  cir- 
cumfcance  of  an  approac-'ing  gene- 
ral elcclion  v/as  alfo  thought  fa- 
\-ou-,able  to  their  attempt,  on  ac- 
count of  their  great  weight  and 
influence  in  many  counties  and  cor- 
porations, and  their  avowed  deter- 
•jninat'cn  to  exert  them,  on  the  en- 
fuing  occafion,  in  the  fupport  of  fuch 
candidates  only,  as  were  known,  or 
Hiould  promiie,  to  be  their  fup- 
porters.  At  the  fame  time  \'i  ap- 
pears, that  they  wifhed  to  confoli- 
date  with  their  own,  the  intereft  of 
the  Roman  catholic  difTcnters,  and 
probably  exped'ted,  that  they  (hould 
derive  fome  accefiion  of  llrength 
from  that  quarter,  by  extending  their 
application  fo  as  to  include  in  it  the 
members  of  that  perfuafjon.  Their 
caufe,  thus  promifing  and  thus  fup- 
ported,  it  was  refolvcdto  entruft,  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  to  the  zeal 
^ud  talents  of  Mr.  Fox. 

*  See  Annual  Re^iiler  for 


On  the  other  hand,  the  friends  of 
the  cftablillied  church,  alarmed  by 
the  activity  and  confidence  ct  their 
opponents,  exhibited  fome  fymptoms 
of  vigour  in  preparing  for  its  de- 
fence. Appeals  were  anfwered  by 
appeals,  and  in  one  inftance,  at  lealt, 
an  eminent  prelate  of  the  church 
was  found  to  have  ufed  his  influence 
amongfl  his  clergy  in  oppofition  to  a 
parliamentary  candidate.exprefsly  on 
account  of  his  having  voted  for  the 
repeal  of  the  corporationand  teft  acls. 
Bat  what  contributed  moll  efpecially 
to  prejudice  the  public  mind  againil 
the  claim.5  of  the  diflenters,  was  the 
'violence  with  which  lom,e  of  their 
leaders  engaged  in  the  politics  of  the 
times,  their  known  corriipondence 
wid)  France,  and  their  open  avowal, 
that  the  repeal  of  the  cifenfive  aft 
was  not  fought  for  as  their  mairi  ob- 
jedl,  but  as  a  ilep  towards  a  total 
den-'Olition  of  all  church  eftablifh- 
mcnts.  Even  fome  of  the  mioft  mo- 
derate and  mofl  relpcclable  of  their 
own  party,  alarmed  or  diiguftcd  at 
the  fpirit  of  their  proceedings,  re- 
fufed  to  concur  in  the  propoled  ap- 
plication. 

On  Tuefday  the  fecond  of  March, 
Mr.  Fox,  agreeably  to  the  notice  he 
had  given,  brought  the  fubjeft  be- 
fore the  houfe  of  vcommons,  which 
was  one  of  the  fulleft  that  hud  been 
for  fome  time  aflembled.  He  be- 
gan his  fpeech  with  obferving,  that 
he  had  not  obtrud?d  himfelf  upon 
the  cccafion,  but  that  he  came  for- 
ward at  the  exprefs  wiila  and  iblici-. 

the  year  1729,  page  i-:j.8. 
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tatlon  of  the  perfons  moft  intereflcd 
in  tJie  fucccfs  of  the  motion  he  was 
about  to  make  :  that  it  was  a  fubjecl 
of  fome  triumph  and  exultation  to 
him,  to  fee  thofe  men,  who  on 
former  occafions  had  adled  with  the 
moil  violent  hoilility  towards  him, 
dsfirous  nocwith'.landing,  of  entruit- 
ing  t  .eir  dcareft  intcrefts  to  him. 

The  argument  which  Mr.  Fox 
chieHy  laboured  to  eftablilh  was  of 
tiiis  kind :  that  reUgious  tefts  were 
julliiiable  only  upon  a  fuppofition, 
that  men  Wiio  entertained  certain 
fijecuhtirc  opinions,  would  be  led 
by  thofc  opinions  to  commit  adions 
that  were  in  thcmfelves  immoral  and 
hurtful  tofociccy.  Now  it  was  un- 
warrantable, he  contended,  to  i^fer 
a  priori,  and  contrary  to  tlie  profef- 
fions  and  declarations  of  the  perfons 
holding  fuch  opinions,  that  their 
opinions  would  pi-oduce  aftr  injuri--- 
ous  to  the  commonwea!.  To  pre- 
fume  to  judge  of  other  men's  opi- 
nions, aiid  to  know  the  confequences 
of  them  better  than  thcmfelves,  was 
iiic  conftant  pradtice,  and  was  of  the 
very  eiH-nce,  of  perfecution.  Ho.v 
little  fpeculative  opinions  were,  in 
faft,  to  be  confidered  as  difqualifi- 
cations  for  being  admitted  into  civil 
employments,  was  evident  from  \a- 
ricus  inlliances.  Thofe  who  were 
the  moll  fcrongly  attached  to  tl;e 
prefent  conftitution  of  the  houfe  of 
co»nmons,  would  not  contend,  that 
the  duke  of  Richmond  ou,-5ht  to  be 
difquaUfied  from  being  ma'lcr-ijene- 
ral  of  the  ordnince,  or  Mr.  Pitc  from 
being  tirftlor.d  ofthetreafury,becaufe 
they  were  ci  opinion  that  the  pre- 
fent mode  of  reprefentation  was  de- 
feclive  and  called  for  amendment, 
I 'or  the  fame  rcafon,  he  did  not  fee 
why  tiie  church  diould  be  fuppol'ed 
to  be-  in  danger,  though  Dr.  Frielllev 
Limfelf  were  at  the  hr^d  of  it.  The 
objeil  of  the  tell  laws,  at  lirft,  had 


been  to  exclude  anti-monarchical 
men  from  civil  offices ;  but  he  would 
ever  reprobaie  luch  a  procedure  ;  it 
was  aiTting  under  falie  preterxes ; 
its  tenaency  led  to  hypocriiy,  and 
ferved  as  a  re-lraint  upun  the  good 
and  confcientious  only.  Inilcad  of 
a  formal  and  dired  oat^h  of  allegi- 
ance, there  was  an  indired,  politi- 
cal tell  reforted  to,  by  means  of  3 
religious  tell;  although  the  obliga- 
tion of  all  dired  political  tells  had 
been  jullly  exploded  by  the  p.'-adice 
of  the  country,  V/hy  not  have  pro- 
pofed  a  m.onarchical  tell  at  once  ? 
It  would  have  anfwered  the  end  by 
far  more  efledually  th.an  the  prefent 
tell: ;  for  the  teft  now  given  went 
only  to  gueTs  at  a  man's  opinion : 
it  m.ight  admit  tncfe  whole  political 
fentiments  might  be  inimical  to  the 
conftitution,  while  it  opei  ated  di- 
redly  againft  others  wno  were  a- 
mongfl  its  llauncheil  friends.  With 
refped  to  the  c.imcn,  he  ridiculed 
the  opinion,  that  it  might  be  endan- 
gered by  the  repeal  of  the  ads,  as 
of  all  others  the  moit  unfounded  and 
abfurd.  The  only  danger  that  the 
church  had  to  apprehend,  was  from 
the  lupine  indolence  of  the  clergy, 
and  the  luperior  adivicy  and  zeal  of 
the  diilent^'rs  in  the  diicharge  of  the 
duties  of  ti'ieir  facred  functions. 

l\Ir.  fox  then  argued  from  the 
merits  of  the  diffentcrs,  firfl  hiP.ori- 
caily ;  and  then  contended  generally, 
tiiat  the  political  principles  they  were 
fuppofed  to  entertain  were  leA  ini- 
mical to  the  Britifli  conililution, 
tlian  tiiofe  of  the  high  churchmen. 

With  rciped  to  French  poHucs, 
he  did  iicv  fee  what  the  prefent  quc-f- 
tion  had  to  do  with  them.  He  re- 
probated the  injuftice  of  imputii^c^ 
to  any  liody  of  men  the  exception- 
able condud  of  a  few  individuals 
amongll  them,  and  contended,  that 
his  motion  ought  to  hz  decided  upon 
gcntial 
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general  principles.  Yet  he  faw  no 
realon  but  the  example  of  France 
ought  to  have  its  influence ;  the 
church  there  was  now  fuftering  for 
its  former  intolerance.  However  he 
jni^ht  rejoice  in  the  emancipation 
of  near  tliirty  miliions  of  his  fel- 
low-creatures, and  in  the  fpirit  which 
gave  rife  to  iLe  revolution  ;  yet  he 
■was  free  to  own  there  were  fome 
ai5ls  of  the  new  government  which 
he  could  not  applaud.  The  fum- 
mary  and  indifcriminare  forfeiture 
of  the  property  of  the  church  came 
under  this  defcription.  But  the  vio- 
lence of  this  proceeding  rriight,  in 
fome  meafure,  be  attributed  to  form- 
er ecclefiailical  oppreflions ;  and,  irt 
particular,  to  the  impolitic  revoca- 
tion of  the  edift  of  Nantes.  i3efore 
that  period,  there  exilled  no  teft  in 
France;  protellants  and  catholics 
■were  indiicriminately  admitted  into 
civil  and  military  oflxes :  but  by 
that  ralh  meafure,  liberality  and  to- 
leration were  thro'.vn  away;  the 
arts  and  manufactures  were  driven 
into  other  countries,  to  flourifh  in  a 
more  genial  foil,  and  under  a  milder 
form  of  government.  This  (hould 
ferve  as  a  caution  to  the  church  of 
England  ;  perfecution  may  prevail 
for  a  time,  but  it  generally  termi- 
nates in  the  punifhment  of  its  abet- 
tors. 

After  animadverting  upon  the 
conduft  of  the  bifhop  of  St.  David's, 
who  had,  about  that  time,  fent  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  the  clergy  of  his  dio- 
cefe,  dilTuading  them,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  from  giving  their  votes  for  a 
certain  member  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, on  account  of  his  having  (up- 
ported  the  petition  of  the  diffenters, 
and  thereby  attempted  to  overthrow 
our  ecclefiaftical  conftitution  ;/Mr. 
Fox  concluded  an  able,  temperate, 
and  judicious  fpcech,  by  declaring, 
that  he  was  fufiiciently  aware  of  tlie 


unpopularity  of  the  caufe  he  had  un^ 
dertaken  ;  that  he  knew  that  iome 
of  the  perfons,  whom  he  molt  va- 
lued and  refpected,  differed  with  him 
in  opinion  upon  the  fubjeft ;  that  he 
had  no  particular  connexion  witli 
the  parties,  who  confidered  them- 
felves  as  aggrieved,  but,  on  the  conr 
trary,  that  they  had  been  amongft 
his  moll  violent  political  enemies ; 
but  regarding  their  caufe  as  the 
caufe  of  truth  and  liberty,  he  fhould 
give  it  his  warmeft  fupport  both 
upon  the  prefent  and  on  every  fu- 
ture occafion. 

The  aft  of  the  13  th  of  Charles  II. 
"  for  the  well  governing  and  regu- 
"  lating  corporations,  &c."  and  the 
aft  of  the  25th  of  Charles  II.  ♦'  for 
"  preventing  dangers  v/hich  may 
"  arifc  from  popilh  reculants,  &c." 
having  been  previoufly  read  at  the 
table,  Mr.  Fox  moved, — "  That  this 
houfe  will  immediately  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
to  confider  of  ib  much  of  the  faid 
aifts  as  requires  perfons,  before  they 
are  admitted  to  any  office,  civil  or 
militan.-,  or  any  place  of  truil  under 
the  crown,  to  receive  the  facrament 
of  the  Lord's  fupper  according  to 
the  rites  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land," 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  Sir 
Henry  Hoghton,  and  oppofed  in  a 
long  and  able  fpeech  by  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  began  by  expreffing  his  obliga- 
tions to  Mr.  Fox  for  his  clear  and 
candid  ftatementof  the  precife  objedl 
of  the  diflenters  in  their  prefent  ap- 
plication, and  of  the  full  extent  to 
which  his  motion  was  intended  to 
be  carried.  Whatever  doubts  he 
might  before  have  entertained  rela- 
tive to  the  expediency  of  admitting 
any  alteration  in  the  afts,  which  had 
been  read,  he  certainly  could  not 
hefitate  a  moment  in  oppofing  their 
direft  and  total  abolition. 
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If  the  principle  that  had  been  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Fox  was  admitted,  that 
(iSiions  were  the  only  tell  that  ought 
to  be  reforted  to  in  cafes  iikc  the 
prefent,  there  would  be  an  end  of 
what  had  always  been  elleemed  one 
of  the  tells  of  political  wifdom,  the 
policy  oi prevention.  He  confulered 
the  church  of  England,  as  by  law 
ellablilhed,  to  be  fo  ell'ential  a  part 
of  the  conllitution,  that  whatever 
endangered  it,  would  necefl'arily 
afFed  the  fecurity  of  the  whole ; 
and  therefore  that  it  ought  to  be 
guarded  with  the  moll  watchful  jea- 
loufy.  It  was  for  this  reafon,  he 
conceived,  that  the  legiflature  had 
thought  fit  even  to  abridge  one  of 
the  undoubted  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  by  preventing  the  fovereign 
from  employing  perfons  in  offices  of 
trull,  who  could  not  give  a  certain 
pledge  of  their  attachment  to  the 
ellablilhed  government  in  church 
and  Hate.  And  he  reminded  the 
houfe,  that  our  conllitution  owed  its 
prefent  exiftence  to  the  fanflion  of 
thofe  laws ;  that  had  they  not  ex- 
iiled,  the  family  of  Stuart  might 
have  been  at  that  time  in  pofTeflion 
of  the  throne,  and  that  houfe  de- 
prived of  the  privilege  even  of  de- 
liberating upon  the  quellion  then 
before  them. 

The  conllitution,  he  faid,  by 
inverting  the  executive  power  with 
the  fole  appointment  to  offices  of 
trull,  and  making  it  ultimately  re- 
fponfible  for  their  execution,  mull 
be  fuppoi'id  to  have  joined  to  it  the 
power  of  judging  of  the  fitnefs  or 
unfitnefs  of  individuals  to  occupy 
thofe  nations.  In  the  excrcife  of 
this  difcretionary  authority,  the  ex- 
ecutive power  might  poflibly  be  in- 
duced, by  peculiar  circumllances,  to 
exclude  fome  certain  defcriptions  of 
people;  and  furely  what  the  exe- 
cutive government  might  adopt  as 


a  meafure  of  necelTary  policy,  the 
fupreme  legiflative  power  might 
enadl  upon  the  fame  grounds  of  ex- 
pediency. The  claim  as  of  right  to 
civil  offices,  appeared  to  him  per- 
feftly  abfurd  and  ridiculous,  unlefs 
it  were  agreed,  that  the  officas  in 
quellion  were  created  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  thofe  who  occupied  them, 
and  not  as  trulls  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public,  and  that  they  ought  to 
be  dillributed  upon  the  principle  of 
public  lottery,  in  which  every  man 
ought  to  have  an  equal  chance  for 
a  prize. 

Having  argued  the  quellion  of 
right,  Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  conli- 
fider  that  of  expediency.  And  here 
he  gave  it  as  his  decided  opinion, 
that  the  afts  in  quellion  were  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  fecurity  of  the  ella- 
blilhed church.  He  could  not,  he 
faid,  avoid  remarking  a  little  on 
the  conduct  of  the  diil'enters,  who, 
at  the  moment  they  were  reprobat- 
ing a  tell,  had  pretty  publicly  indi- 
cated an  intention  of  forming  aflb- 
ciations  throughout  the  whole  coun- 
try, for  the  purpofe  of  putting  the 
members  of  that  houle  to  a  tell,  and 
of  refolving  to  judge  of  their  fit- 
nefs to  fill  their  feats  by  their  votes 
on  this  fingle  quellion.  They  had 
explained  themfelves  fmce  indeed, 
and  declared,  that  they  never  meant 
to  put  a  tell  to  any  one ;  in  the  ex- 
planation, however,  it  appeared  that 
they  had  retained  the  fubilance, 
though  they  had  done  away  the 
word  :  for  in  the  refolutions  of 
their  meeting,  figned  by  Mr.  Jeffe- 
ries,  it  was  declared,  that  they  meant 
to  give  their  fupport  to  fuch  mem- 
bers as  proved  themfelves  to  be 
friends  to  religious  and  civil  liberty, 
the  true  meaning  of  which  general 
terms  mull  llrike  every  man.  It 
was  evident,  that  the  dillenters 
would  not  confider  any  one  a  friend 
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to  religions  and  civit  liberty,  who 
did  not  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the 
tell  anu  corporation  a£ts.  In  his 
cpiulon,  therefore,  they  crime  wich 
arxiil  grace  to  folicit  tiie  repeal  of  a 
ic^il,.  when  at  the  fame  n'.omeni:  they 
tiu-v^atenecl  the  houfe  with  orte. 

He  uz£d  pot,  he  faid,  lrou[)le  the 
hottie  10  prove,  that  the  diHenters 
Tjould  cxercife  power,  if  put  in  pof- 
feiuon  of  it,  iince  the  pofleflion  of 

,  power  jilways  produced  the  inclioa- 
lioa  ta  exsFcife  it;  and,  without 
mesjfiiRg  to  throw  any  ilignia  on  the 
^iilc-Gtifs,   he  could  not  helitate   a 

-momeiit  in  fuppofing  it  probable, 
that  tl'icy  might  feel  ijicliiicd  to  ex- 
crcife  tiieir  power  to  the  fubverfion 
cF  the  eflrablilhed  church  ;  it  would 
Is  fb  far  from  reprehenfib  e  m  them, 
that,,  pofL"ei5ng  the  principles  they 
frofefs,  and  adring  conrcientioufiy 
upon  thofe  principles,  it  would  be- 
come their  duty,  as  honefc  men,  to 
snake  the  endeavour ;  for  thofe  who 
confldered  the  eltablifhed  church  to 
fee  finfal  and  bordering  on  idolatry, 
would  rot  aft  confcientioully  nor 
cofiiiicently,  urilefs  tjicy  exerclfed 
;£ll  the  legal  meaRS  in  their  power  to 
da  z\v3.y  that  idolatry. 

The  teft  b-ws  had  beec  declared' 
iEeiEcacieus  and  niigaory,  a,s  the 
?egiuatDre  had  been  obliged  every 
i'rfion  eo  pafs  zn  ail  of  indemnity. 
}.'£  the  fact  was  fo,  the  corr-^ilaint  of 
cpprefiTon  roeit  ceafe-;  for,  from 
ths  right  honourable  gentleman's 
csTi  saguvnent  it  was  obvious,  tuat 
l?ie  kvvs  were  not  inforced..  .AI- 
tkongh  the  temperate  forbearance 
ci  government  from  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  was  truly  laudable, 
v/fien  the  danger  was  neither  jmrrd- 
tcnt  xor  alarming  to  the  church, 
whofe  permanent  fafety.  was  their, 
objeft;  yet,  to  repeal  the  laws  in 
<juei^!on,  hecaufe  their  execution 
wai  KOt  always  necefiary,  u  oeld  be 


impolitic  in  the  extreme ;  as  the 
legiflature,  if  it  once  fullered  the 
remedy  againll:  fuch  danger  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tive government,  might  not  be  able 
to  place  it  there  again  v/hen  the 
exigence  of  the  times  might  render 
it  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  fafety 
of  the  church. 

Mr.  Burke  concurred  with  Mr, 
Fox  upon  the  general  ground  of  many 
of  his  arguments  refpefting  tolera- 
tion, and  dcclavcd,  that  had  the  re- 
peal been  moved  for  ten  years  :igo, 
he  fhould  probably  have  joined  him 
in  fupporting  it ;  but  he  had  the 
Ihcngefc  reafons  to  believe,  that 
many  of  the  perfons  now  calling 
themfelves  dljftnters,  and  who  flood 
the  moil  forv.ard  in  the  prefent  ap- 
plication for  relief,  v.'ere  men  of 
faftious  and  dangerous  principles, 
a<5luated  by  no  motives  of  religion 
or  confcience,  to  which  toleration 
could  ill  any  rational  fenfe  be  ap- 
plied. This  led  him  to  remark 
upon  the  danger  and  abiurdity,  of 
recurring  to  .iburaft  original  rights 
in  determining  civil  regulations,^ 
upon  theii-  incompatibility  with 
each  other,  and  upon  the  advantages 
which  men  derived  iii  exchange  for 
tli.e  rightij  of  nature  from  the  efta- 
blilhments  of  ciTil  fociety,  and  of  its 
ricceffai-y  concomitant,  religion. 

Mr.  jiiirke  alfo  agreed  with  Mr. 
Fox,  that  men  were  not  to  be  judg- 
ed merely  by  their  fpeculative  opi- 
nions, but  by  their  opinions  and 
condmfi  taken  together.  It  v^as  bj 
thefe  that  he  fliould  judge  how  far 
the  petitioners  vvcre  entitled  to  the 
indulgence  they  requeued  ;  by  their 
ads,  their  declarations,  and  their 
avowed  intentions. 

PvTr.  Burke   tiisn   produced  and 
read  to  the  houfe,  fe\eral  authentic 
documents  to  fubftantiate  the  alle- 
gations   he   had    before  made:~f. 
^mongi^ 
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AmongH  thefe  was  a  catechirm  cir- 
culated amongll  the  differ.ters,  cx- 
prefsly  adopted  by  fome  and  pnb- 
iiciy  condemned   by   none,  wiiich, 
inllead  of  teaching  the  principUis  of 
revealed  religion,  was  full  of  the 
rnofl;  audacious  libels  upon  the  na- 
tional efrabiifliments  and  ccntinu;d 
invedives  upon  kings  and  biiiiops. 
Another    was    a   letter    written  by 
Mr.   Fletcher,  a  difientcr,  from  a 
meeting    of    difienting     minifters, 
holdcn   at    Bolton,    in    Lancaihirc. 
Mr.   Fletcher  ftated   ih  iiis  letter, 
that  the  inceting  avowed  fuch  vio- 
lent principles,  that  h^;  would  not 
flay,  but  came  away  with  feme  other 
moderate   men.      It   afi'erted,   that 
one  member,  on  being  afkcd  wliat 
was  their  objeil,  and  whether  they 
meant  to  fcek  for  any  thing  more 
than  the  repeal  of  the  tcft  and  cor- 
poration afts.  anfwe'"ed,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  our  Saviour,  "  We  know  . 
*'  thofe  things,  which  ye  are  not  yet 
"^  able  to  bear."     And  on  another 
member's  faying,  "   Give  them  a 
*'  little  light  into  what  v/e  intend," 
they  informed  him,  that  they  did  not 
care  the  n'p  of  a  ftra.v  for  tiie  repeal 
of  the  toll  and  corporation  ads,  but 
that  they  dcligned  to  try  for  the  abo- 
lition of  the  tythes  and  liturgy.     In 
addition  to  thefe  documents,  he  read 
feveral  well-known    extracts  -from 
the  writings  of  Doi^lor  Pi"icll;ley  ard 
Dodor  Price,  exprefsive  of  their  hot- 
tility  to  all  ellablillunents,  their  pei-- 
fiiafion  that  thofe  of  religion  were 
fmful  and  idolatrous,  and  their  de- 
termination to  proceed  ftep  by  ftep 
till  they  were  dcmoliflied. 

Mr.  Burke  conclu:led  his  fpeech 
by  declaring  it  to  be  his  opiniou, 
on  account  of  the  many  alarming 
and  fufpicious  circumltances,  under 
which  the  prefent  application  came 
to  parliament,  that  if  the  tell  and 
corfAjration  ails  were  repealed,  fo.nic 


other  teft  ought  to  he  fubftitijted. 
He  faid  he  had  a  draft  of  another 
tell  in  his  pocket,  nnd  he  had  forr;:- 
ed  an  idea  of  m.oving  the  previons 
queilicn,  with  a  view  afcerwardt  to 
move  for  a  committee  to  examine 
into  the  recent  cor-daft  of  the  dif- 
ferters.  He  did  not  v/ifh  thchoufe 
to  rely  on  his  fads  befors  he  h-.2 
eilablill>cd  them  by  proof,  of  vvhicli 
he  knew  them  to  be  capable.  JC 
however,  they  fivoaid,  upcn  inre/ii- 
gation,  not  appear  to  befourided,  h; 
would  hold  hinifelf  bound  to  •<.■•:.; 
for  the  repeal  of  the  tell  and  cj  •  - 
ration  ads.  if  they  fnouid  t  ■  - 
the  bed  way  of  laying  the  qu- 
at  reit,  wocld  be  by  c-ctuing  te-  .a 
vote  upon  the  modonjie  would  C\fi%- 
mit. 

Mr.  Fox  mad?'  a  long;  ret)]y,  i:;i 
which  he  partir  aarly  urged  the  in- 
jufdce  of  deci<iing  a  gcTjeralqisei- 
tlon  ef  rigi)t  upon  the  condud  of  a 
few  individuals:  rfter  which  the 
houfc  divided,  for  the  motion  105, 
againfl  it  zcj^. 

The  next  queflion  of  importanre 
which  engaged  the  confideratibn  iof 
.the  houfe  of  commons,  vva-s  amotioit 
made  by  Mr.  Flood,  on  the  4.th  -of 
March,  for  leave  to  bring  in  -aTjiU 
to  amend  the  repiefciitation  of  the 
people  in  parliament. 

The  grounds  upon  ivhich  Mr, 
Flood  proceeded  were  thefe:  That 
as,  by  the  general  law  of  the  condl- 
tution,  trie  majority  is  to  decide  for 
the  whole,  the  Tcprr!ema':ive  rmiS: 
be  chofcn  by  a  body  of  conftitucnt?, 
v>'hereof  the  eledlve  franchife  maj 
extend  to  the  majorit}'  of  the  pro- 
pie.  For,  f  the  conlHttjent  bodr 
confifted  of  but  one  thoufand  for 
the  whole  nation,  th*"  veprefcntati'<  ci 
chofcn  by  that  thoufan-l  could  rot, 
in  any  rational  fenfc,  be  the  adv.:J 
rcprefentative  of  the  people. — ^Thnt 
notliing  lefs  than  a  ccnflituent  hv^ 
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dy,  formed  on  a  principle  that  ex- 
tends to  the  majority,  can  be  con- 
rtirutionally  adequate  to  the  return 
i:f  an   aclual  reprefentative  of  the 
people ;  and  that  unlefs  the  people 
be  actually  reprefented,  they  are  not 
conlHtutionally   reprefented    at   alK 
He    admitted    that    property,    to   a 
(Certain  degree,  is  a  neceflary  ingre- 
dient to  the  eleftive  power  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  that  franchife  ought  not  to 
go  beyond  property  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  it  ought  to  be  as  nearly  com- 
menfurate   to   it  as  pothble.^    Pro- 
perty, by  the  original  principle  of 
the  conrtitution,  was  the  fonrce   of 
ull  power,  both  eleiftive  and  legifla- 
tive ;    the   Uberi  terie/ites,    including 
at   that  time,   in  efteft,  the^  whole 
property  of  the  country,  and   ex- 
tending to  the  mafs  of  the  people, 
H'ere  the  tlecflive  body.     The  per- 
fons  whom  they  chofe  to  reprefent 
them  in  parliament,  fat  in  right  of 
the  property  of  their  eledors ;  and 
the  barons  fat  in  right  of  their  own 
baronies  ;  that  is  to  fay,  of  their  own 
property.     At  that  time  the  latter 
■Ivere  not  creatures  of  royal  patent  as 
ftow.     But  now  that   the  lords  are 
Creatures  of  royal  patent  merely,  and 
that  freehold  property  is  but  a  part 
of  the  property  of  the  nation,  the  na- 
tional property  is  not  as  fully  repre- 
fented as  it  was  originally,  and  as 
it  ought  to  be  ftill  by  the  conftltu- 
fion. — That  the  cofiflitucnt  body  is 
alfo  defeiflive  in  point  of  number, 
as  well  as  in  point  of  property ;  the 
whole  number  of  elcdlors  being  in- 
finitely {hort  of  what  it  ought  to  be, 
and,  what  i.^  worfe,  the  majority  of 
the   reprcftntatives  who  decide  for 
the  whole,  chofcn  by  a  number  of 
eleflors  not  exceeding  fix  or  eight 
thoufand  ;   though   thefe   reprefen- 
tative? are  to  adl  for  eight  millions 
of  people. — That  a   new  body    of 
fionilituents  is   therefore   wanting ; 


and  in  their  appointment  two  things 
are  to  be  confidered  ;  one,  that 
they  fhould  be  numerous  enough, 
bccaufe  numbers  are  neceflary  to 
the  fpirit  of  liberty  ;  the  other, 
that  they  jhould  have  a  com.petent 
degree  of  property,  becaufe  that  is 
conducive  to  the  fpirit  of  order. 

To   fupply   this  deficiency,  both 
in  the  reprefentative  and  conftituent 
body,  Mr.  Flood  propofed,  that  one 
hundred  members  fiiould  be  added, 
and  that  they  fhould  be  elefted  by  the 
refident  householders  in  every  county 
^-refident :  firlt,  becaufe  they  muft 
be  befi:  acquainted  with  every  local 
circumftance ;  and  next,  becaufe  they 
can  attend  at  evei'y  place  of  elec- 
tion,   with   the  leaft   inconvenience 
and   expence   to   thcmfelves,  or  to 
the  candidate  : — Houfeholders,  be- 
caufe being  mafiers  of  families,  they 
mufl;  be  fufiiciently  refponfible  to  be 
entitled  to  franchife.     There  is  no 
country  in  the  world,  he  faid,    in 
whith   the    houfeholders    of  it    are 
confidered  as  the  rabble-^no  coun- 
try can  be  faid  to  be  free,  where 
they  are  not  allowed  to  be  efficient 
citizens ;   they  ar?,  exclufive  of  the 
rabble,  the  great  mafs  of  the  peo- 
ple ;    they  are  the  natural   guards 
of  popular  liberty  in  the  firil:  flages 
of  it— without  them  it  cannot  be 
retailed  ;  as  long  as  they  have  this 
conftitutional  influence,  and  till  they 
become  generally  corrupt,  popular 
liberty  cannot  be  taken  away. 

In  order  to  evince  the  neceflity 
of  the  reform  propofed,  Mr.  Flood 
ufed  the  following  argument :  The 
conftitution,  he  faid,  confifls  of 
three  orders,  one  monarchical,  one 
ariilocratic,  and  one  popular  j  the 
balance  confilb  in  maintaining  the 
equipoife  between  them.  This  ba- 
lance was  lofl;  in  the  firll  part  of  the 
Norman  aera ;  it  was  recovered  in 
forac  degree  afterwards }  it  was  im- 
paired 
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paired  again  in  the  period  of  the 
Tudors  and  Stuarts ;  at  the  revolu- 
tion it  is  fuppoled  to  have  been  again 
recovered.  Let  us  fee  whether  it 
has  not  been  impaired  fince.  The 
lords  have  been  the  moil  ftationary 
part ;  yet,  by  a  great  increafc  of 
their  numbers  of  late,  the  upper 
houfe  has  obtained  a  great  many 
patrimonial  and  private  borougks ; 
thereby  obtaining  an  influence  over 
the  houfe  of  commons,  which  does 
not  conilitutionally  belong  to  them. 
But  the  great  alteration  has  hap- 
pened on  the  part  of  the  crown. 
On  this  point  he  quoted  the  autho- 
rity of  Mr.  Juilice  Biackftone  and 
*  Mr.  Hume  ;  and,  laftly,  the  memo- 
rable revolution  of  the  houfe  of 
commonsT^*'  that  the  influence  of 
"  the  crown  had  increafed,  was 
"  increaling,  and  ought  to  be  di- 
"  minifhed."  Does  any  man,  he 
frud,  doubt  this  authority .'  Were 
not  they  who  voted  it  witneiTes  of 
the  faiii,  as  well  as  judges  of  the 
propofuion  ?  Bu:  it  does  not  reft 
on  their  authority ;  an  aft  of  the 
whole  Icgiflature  has  fince  con- 
firmed their  wordr — they  have  been 
made  ftatute  by  the  aft  of  reform 
that  paifed  afterwards.  But  v,hat 
has  happened  fince  ?  An  Ealt  India 
bill  has  pafled,  and  a  declaratory 
law.  And  what  is  the  confcquence  ? 
No  man  who  has  any  modefty,  or 
who  ever  expefts  to  be  credited, 
will  deny,  that  by  thofe  laws  more 
influence  has  been  conveyed  to  the 
crown,  or  the  minifter,  than  was 
fubcrafted  by  that  aft  of  reform. 
Af  er  anfwering  the  objcftions  that 
ni~ht  hz  made  to  his  motion  as  ill- 
timed,  innovating  on  the  conltitu- 
tion,  and  tending  to  excite  difcon- 
tents  among  the  people,  Mr. 
Flood  concluded  to   the  followine 

olontefc^uiett  has  ia'd,  that  a  free 


people  will  pay  more  taxes  with 
greater  alacrity,  than  a  people  t.hat 
are  not  free  ;  and  he  adds  the  rea- 
fon,  becaufe  they  have  a  compenfa- 
tion  in  the  rights  they  enjoy.  The 
people  of  Efigland  pay  fifteen  mil- 
lions and  a  half  annually  to  the 
revenue.  This  purchafe  they  pay 
for  the  coniHtution.  bhall  they  not 
have  the  benefit  of  it  ?  Every  indi- 
vidual pays  fifty  {hillings  a  year.— 
How  many  enjoyments  mufr  every 
inferior  individual  relinquilh,  ami 
how  much  labour  m.ufc  he  undergo, 
to  enable  him  to  make  this  contri- 
bution r  No  people  ever  dcferved 
better  of  government  than  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  at  this  moment 'j 
they  ha\e  not  only  fubmitted  with 
alacrity  to  this  enormous  mafs  of 
taxation,  but  when  the  health  of 
the  rights  of  their  fovereign  were 
at  ftake,  they  gathered  around  the 
throne  with  unexampled  zeal :  Can 
fuch  a  people  be  denied  their  privi- 
leges ?  Can  their  privileges  h^  ?. 
fubjeft  of  indifference  or  rcmilfrief* 
to  this  houfe  ?  1  cannot  believe  it ; 
and  therefore  I  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people  in  parlia- 
ment. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  Grigby,  and  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Wvndham,  who  obferved,  that,  m 
his  opinion,  before  the  houfe  couM 
receive  the  motion,  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  ought  iirlt  to 
make  out  fome  fpecihc  grievance, 
arifing  out  of  the  prcfent  mode  of 
reprefentation,  and  then  propofe  hi« 
remedy ;  and  when  the  houle  were 
put  in  pcilelTion  of  both,  it  woulA 
be  for  them  to  judge  how  fcir  the 
firll  was  afcertained  and  the  fccond 
proportionate,  and  to  decide  whc» 
ther  the  remedy  ought  to  be  adopt* 
cd  or  not.  Mr.  F  lood  had  faid,  that 
the  rsprefcntation  was  inadequate, 
without 


So]         ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1790. 


without  producing  any  {aA  in  proof 
of  tlie  allegarion,  except  an  arith- 
metical calcnl;;tion, which  only  prov- 
ed it  to  be,  what  needed  no  proof, 
iincqu.^l.  The  right  honourable 
o;eiit!eman  feemed  to  have  con- 
founded the  end  with  the  means. 
Evperience  had  convinced  them, 
that  the  rcprefentation  was  not  ina- 
dequate, but  that  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, conftitutcd  as  it  was,  anfwered 
all  the  beneficial  purpofes  that  could 
pofTibly  be  dcfired.  This  was  a 
caib  in  wliich  wn  might  lofe  every 
thing  and  could  gain  nothing.  The 
liberty  of  the  country  fiood  in  need 
of  no  fpeculative  fecurity,  it  could 
not  be  better  fecured  than  it  was. 

Mr.  Flood  having  adduced  the 
fupport  given  in  parliament  to  the 
Ame-  ican  war,  contrary  to  the  fenfe 
of  the  people,  as  a  proof  of  the  ne- 
ceinty  of  a  reform,  Mr.  Wyndham 
denied,  that  the  continuance  of  the 
American  war  had  been  owing  to 
the  inadequacy  of  reprefentation  ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  faid,  it  was  the 
war  of  the  people :  a'  better  proof 
of  which  need  not-  be  defircd,  than 
v/hat  had  happened  to  the  rncm.ber 
for  Briftol,  a  right  honourable  friend 
of  his  (Mr.  Burke),  who  had  been 
turned  out  for  oppofiag  'its  continu- 
ance. To-vards  the  clofe  of  ihat  war, 
vviiich  had  been  undertaken  u'ith  no 
better  reafons,  he  was  afraid,  than  the 
hope  cf  f^ving  tliemfelves  bv  taxing 
America,  a  clamour  indeed  was 
raifed  on  account  of  the  expence 
and  ill  fuccefs  attending  it,  and  the 
cry  was  for  a  reform  of  repefen- 
tation  in  parliament,  as  a  remedy 
for  the  evils,  which  the  people  had 
at  leaft  their  fhare  in  bringing 
upon  thersifclvcs.  He  hnd  hoped, 
that  the  wild  notions  which  were 
gen --rst^'d  during  tliatvvar,  had  hap- 
pily fubfided,  never  to  rife  again  : 
and  he  was  forry  to  find,  that,  like 


locufts,  they  had  only  lain  torpid, 
atid  had  been  brought  to  life  again 
by  the  heat  and  fermentation  which 
prevailed  in  the  affairs  of  the  conti- 
nent. He  was  forry  to  hear  them 
again  buzzing  abroad,  and  thought 
it  por1;ended  no  good  to  the  verdure 
and  beauty  of  the  Britifh  conftitu- 
tion. 

But  if  he  had  approved  ever  fo 
much  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman's propofition  for  a  parlia- 
mentary reform,  he  fhould  objed  to 
it  on  account  of  the  time  at  which 
he  had  thought  proper  to  introduce 
it.  What,  he  faid,  would  he  advife 
them  to  repair  their  houfe  in  the 
hurricane  fcafon  ?  Speculatifts  and 
vifionaries  enough  were  at  work  in 
a  neighbouring  country  ;  there  was 
projeft  againft  projed,  and  theory 
againfl  theory,  froniihus  adverjis 
png7iani'ia\  he  intreated  the  houfe 
to  wait  a  little  for  the  event,  and  in 
the  mean  time  to  guard  with  all 
pofTible  care  againll  catching  from 
them  the  infeftion. 

Mr.  Pitt  followed  Mr.  Wyndham, 
and  faid,  that  after  the  extraordi- 
nary difplay  of  ingenuity  and  wif- 
dom  which  the  houfe  had  juil:  heard, 
little  remained  to  be  faid  upon  the 
merits  of  the  motion.  What  he 
fhould  fay,  therefore,  would  relate  to 
the  queition,  fo  far  as  he  might  be 
thought  pcrfonally  concerned  in  it. 
He  had  brouglit  forward,  fome  years 
back,  a  propofition  of  the  fame  na- 
ture ;  to  which  the  oppcfition  had 
been  fuccefsful,  though  the  times, 
and  a  variety  of  other  circumftances, 
vv-ere  then  mo  e  favourable  than  at 
prefent.  The  chief  objection,  then, 
was,  the  danger  of  innovation;  and 
it  v^as  a  knowledge  of  the  impref- 
■fion  that  argument  had  made,  which 
rendered  him  defirous  of  waiting 
till  fome  more  favouralle  moment 
than  the  prefent  ftiould  offer  iticlf, 

when 
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Vvhen  he  moft  certainly  fliould  again 
fubmit  his  ideas  upon  the  iubjedl  to 
the  houre;atprerent,unicrs  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  con- 
fcnt  to  withdraw  his  motion,  he 
fliould  move  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Pitt 
declared,  that  if  he  were  focced  to 
come  to  a  fpecinc  vote  upon  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  plan 
for  amending  the  conftitution,  he 
{hould  be  againlt  it;  and  even  if  it 
v/ere  his  own  propohtion,  he  (hould 
aft  in  the  fame  manner,  feeling  that 
the  caufe  of  reform  might  fuffcr  dif. 
grace  and  lofe  ground  from  being 
brought  forward  at  an  improper  mo- 
ment. 

Sir  James  Johnflone  contended, 
that  if  the  propofitions  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  were  com- 
plied with,  the  aft  of  union  would 
be  violated,  and  in  that  cafe  the  two 
countries  muil  be  placed  in  the  fame 
fituation  in  which  they  ftood  before 
the  union,  and  then  the  difficulty 
would  be  to  bring  them  together 
again.  By  the  union  England  was 
to  have  313  members  in  that  houfe, 
and  Scotland  45.  If  the  aft  of  uni- 
on were  difiblved,  probably  that 
houfe  would  think,  eight  members 
from  Scotland  enow,  but  the  Scotch 
parliament  might  infift  upon  having 
200  at  leail.  The  parliament  had 
done  extremely  well  for  fome  years 
part  ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would 
fuffcr  them  to  try  the  experiment  for 
another  century,  and  then,  if  it  did 
not  anfwer,  he  would  be  glad  to  fc- 
-^ond  his  motion. 

Mr.  Vox  argaei  in  favour  of  the 
motion  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  can- 
didly faid,  that  he  believed  the 
opinion  he  fupported  was  not  that 


of  the  majority  either  within  or  with- 
out the  doors  of  parliament.  He  dif- 
fered from  iVir.  Wyndham  on  thj 
point  of  the  American  war,  and  was 
of  opinion,  that  had  the  houfe  of 
commons  been  differently  con^Htut- 
cd  at  that  time,  it  would  have  put  an 
end  to  that  war  much  earlier.  Sure 
a!fo  he  was,  that  what  had  happened 
in  1784,  would  never,  in  that  cafe, 
have  taken  place.  He  differed  to- 
t.dly  from  Mr.  Wyndham  in  the  fen- 
timents  he  had  exprciled  relative  to 
France.  That  genileman  had  afk- 
ed,  would  any  man  repair  his  houfe 
in  the  hurricane  ?  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he 
would  be  glad  to  know  v/liat  feafon 
was  more  proper  to  fet  about  a  re- 
pair in,  than  when  an  hurricane  was 
near,  and  might  pofhbly  burft  forth  ? 
He  concluded  with  declaring,  that 
he  thought  the  reform  propofed  by 
Mr.  Flood  the  beil  of  all  he  had  yet 
heard  fuggeiled. 

Mr.  Burke  combated  the  various 
arguments  that  had  been  urged  in 
ftvour  of  the  motion.  He  particu- 
larly contended,  that  the  people  did 
not  wifh  for  any  reform,  and  that 
fach  attempts  did  not  originate  with, 
or  wei'e  countenanced  by  them.  H* 
contended,  that  the  American  war 
w.is  a  war  of  the  people,  and  xhzt  it 
v/as  put  an  end  to  by  the  virtue  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  with  fcarce 
any  interference  of  the  peo^-jJe,  and 
almail  without  tlieir  confent. 

Mr.  Powi-i,  Mr.  "VVilberforce,  and 
Mr.  Secretary  Grenville,  fpoke  on 
the  fame  fide;  and  Mr.  Coiutney, 
Sir  joTeph  Mawbey,  Mr.  Martin. 
Mr.  Dunccmbe,  and  others,  for  the 
motion.  At  length  Mr.  Flood  a- 
gieed  that  it  itoulJ  b::  withdrawn. 
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CHAP.      V. 

Motion  by  idr.  Montagu  for  increafing  the  [alary  of  the  fpcaker  of  the  hoiifg 
of  commons.  He  fates  bis  prefent  emoluments,  argues  ifpat  their  infufi- 
c-Cficy,  and  prop-fes  that  they  jhould  be  advanced  to  f .  5 ,000  per  annum. 
Mellon  oppofed  bv  ?Jr.  H:/f}y,  as  tending  to  cncrecfe  the  infl:-cnce  of  the 
cro-ivn.  Supported  b)/  ^.Ir.  Marf\un  and  other  gentlemen,  yimendnient  pro- 
pofed  in  the  coiKmlilee  that  the  Julary  ficuld  be  f.  6oot)  per  an. mm, 
lAnd  carried  by  a  large  majority.  India  budget  opened  by  Mr.  Dundas, 
CsfKpa>-ati--ue  fatemcnt  cf  the  re^venues  and  charges  in  India.  Flourijhing 
fate  of  tije  coinpaifs  ajjairs  in  general.  Doubts  exprefld  by  Mr.  Hufey. 
Speech  of  Mr.  Francis  upon  the  affairs  of  India.  Proofs  cf  the  ccm- 
panfs  dijirefs.  Oofer-'Vaticns  on  the  duty  On  fait.  Remarks  on  the  letter  of 
Lord  Cor.i-Tvallis.  Mr.  De'jaynes  in  reply  t .  Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Df^ndas 
ttferts  the  faljhood  of  Mr.  Francises  fatanent.  Rcfolutions  pafjed  by  the 
committee.  Sir  f.  R.  Aliller's  account  rf  the  proceedings  cf  the  committee  on. 
tvciohts  and  7neafures,  tc  be  infertcd  entire  in  the  article  of  ufeful  projecis. 
Petitions  prcfented  for  the  repeal  of  the  tobacco  excife  act.  Motion  upon 
that  Jubjed  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  afjerts  that  the  aei  had  endangered  the 
foreign  trade,  encouraged  Jmuggling,  and  laid  the  manufadurcr  under  infuper- 
oMf  hardjhips.  hlr.  Pitt  in  reply.  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Mr.  Wy7idha?n,  and 
]\Ir.  Fox,  for  the  motion.  Rejeded  by  a  majority  of  191  to  1 47.  Bill 
paP'ed  to  exiilain  and  amend  the  tobacco  ad.  Clauje  to  grant  trial  by  juries 
rejeded.  Budget  j^or  the  year  1790.  Flourljl^ingfate  of  the  f  nances  and 
gro--u:ini>  prc/perity  of  the  country.  Remarks  on  the  budget  by  Mr.  Sheridan. 
Mejjc'.'^e  from  the  king  to  both  houfes  of  parliament  relative  to  the  difputes 
•i.\rith  Spain.  Addreffes  meted  unanimoujly.  Motions  for  papers  and  dibates 
therecn.  Vote  of  credit  j'or  a  million.  Committee  on  American  claims. 
Cafe  cf  Mr.Penn.  Compenjation  -voted for  the  lofj'es  of  his  family.  Penfon 
granted  to  Dr.  IVillis.  Amendment  of  the  tontine  ad.  Account  cf  pro- 
ceedings relati-ve  to  the  flave  trade.  Proceedings  relative  to  the  triad  of 
Mr.  Haftings.  Speech  from  the  throne.  Parliajnent  prorogued.  Summery 
cf  the  proceedings  of  the  Irifh  parliament. 

■  N  the  I  oth  of  March,  the  right  the  dignity  of  fuch  a  ftation,  and 

honourable   Frederick   Mon-  contended    that    this    gre.it    oflicer 

tafu  role  and   requeiled  the  alten-  ought  to  be  enabled  to  appear  and 

tion  of  the  hcuie  to  a  fubjcd:   in  live,  v.hcrevcr  he  was,  and  at  all 

which   he   conceived    their    honour  times,   not   only  while   he    was  in 

and   dignity,  and  the  dignity  and  town,  and  pemling  the  continuance 

intereft  of  all  the  people  of  Great  of  the  feffion  of  parliament,  but  in 

Britain  to  be  ell'entially  concerned ;  the  country,  or  wherever  he  might 

—He  meant,  the  due  fupport  of  the  chul'o  to  go,  during  the  rccefi,  witit 

ohiioe  of  the  fpeaker  of  that  houfe.  the  fplendor  and  ir.ipjrtance  beccm- 

He  then  lilted,  that  the  emoluments  ing,  what  he  undoubtedly  was,  the 

hitherto  enjoyed  by  a  fpeaker  of  the  firlt    commoner    in    the    kingdom. 

houfe  of  commons  were  exceeding-  Upon   an  inquiry  into  the  amount 

ly  if>adequate  to  the  maintenance  of  and  nature  of  the   profits   cf   his 

place. 
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place?,  he  had  been  given  to  under- 
ftand,  that  the  fpeaker's  fees,  com- 
munibiis  aunts,  might  be  computed, 
on  an  average  of  ten  years,  at  the 
Aim  of  1,232/.  and  on  an  average  of 
twelve  years,  at  the  fum  of  1,266/. 
and  that  the  allowance  to  the  Ipeak- 
er  from  the  exchequer  was  about 
l,6So/.,  fo  that  putting  the  two  funis 
together,  the  emoUimcnts  of  the 
fpeaker  did  not  amount  to  3000/.*, 
a  fum  by  no  means  adequate  to  the 
dignity  of  the  office,  which  he  and 
every  member  of  that  houfe  mull 
uilh  to  fee  properly  fufiained.  It 
was  on  this  account  that  the  predc- 
ceflbrs  of  the  prefent  fpeaker  hnd 
generally  hoi  !en  places  under  the 
crown.  Sir  Spencer  Conipton  had 
iillcd  the  office  of  pay-mailer  of  the 
army;  and  Mr.  Onilovv,  a  name 
never  to  be  mentioned  in  that  houfe 
iv.it  with  reverence,  had  been  trea- 
furcr  of  the  navy.  He  did  not  like 
that  the  fpeaker  of  that  iioufe  fhould 
be  under  the  necjffity  of  looking  for 
rhe  favours  of  the  crown,  and,  there- 
tore,  he  wifhed  the  houfe  itfelf  to 
make  an  adequate  provinon  for  him. 
He  related  the  following  anecdote 
in  confirmation  of  his  argument. 
When  Mr.  Onflov/was  fpeaker,  and 
held  the  office  of  treafurer  of  the 
navy,  upon  a  warm  diicuifion  of  a 
certain  political  point,  the  queiHon 
came  to  be  decided  by  the  cafiing 
vote  of  the  fpeaker,  which  Mr.  On- 
flow gave  in  oppofition  to  the  court. 
This  condufl  was  refentcd  by  the 
court  party,  and  the  place  wr.ich  he 
Jield  was  thrown  in  \n%  tc'eth.  Mr. 
Onllow,  being  a  hi:^h-fpi:ited  man, 
the    very    next    day    rcligncd    his 


place ;  and  though  he  held  the 
office  of  fpeaker  for  eighteen  years 
afterwards,  to  the  difgrace  of  the 
houfe,  he  received  no  more  than  the" 
afual  income,  of  the  amount  of  which 
the  houfe  was  now  apprized.  The 
confequcncc  was,  that  when  he  re- 
figned,  Mr.  Onflow  mud  have  re- 
tired in  a  very  uncom.'brtab'e  ilate, 
indeed,  had  not  the  houfe,  aware  of 
the  circumftance,  and  fcf. irizf  its 
own  credit  or  difgrace  involved  in 
its  conduct  on  the  occafion,  voted 
Mr.  Onllow  a  penfion  of  3000/.  a 
year. 

With  regard  to  fees  nrifing  out  of 
the  bufmefs  of  the  houfe,  he  thought 
tjiey  Ihould  be  Icfc  evaftly  as  they 
were,  as  a  check'upon  frivolous  appli- 
cations. If  the  fees  were  aboliihed, 
the  houfe  would  be  ov^erwhelmed  with 
fuch  a  deluge  of  private  bulinefs, 
that  it  would  be  impoffibb  to  get 
through  the  whole  of  it.  With  re- 
fpeft  to  the  other  part  o^.  the  fpeak- 
er's  emoluments,  he  fhould  propofe 
that  fo  much  might  be  added  oac 
of  the  finking  fund  as  to  make  up 
the  whole  5,000/.  a  year  at  leaf}. 
Such  an  addition  might  be  confuicr- 
ed  as  the  price  paid  for  the  purcliafe 
of  the  fpeaker's  independence  ;  and 
the  public  (he  conceived)  v/ould 
chcarfully  pay  for  a  purchafe,  in 
which  they  had  fo  great  an  intereil. 

Having  explained  wiiat  he  meant 
to  fuggell,  when  the  houfe  fliould 
be  in  a  committee,  Mr.  Montagu 
bepged  leave  to  addrcfs  iiimfelf  per- 
(bnaliy  to  the  civiir,  and  to  aJure  the 
fpeaker,  that  he  had  heard  his  manly 
addrefi  at  the  commence  nisr.t  of  the 
feflion  with  great  pleafure,  and  that 


*  Mr.  Mcr.tngn  afterwards  Ratod  to  the  committee,  that,  hefides  thefe  frnolu- 
tn^nts,  the  fptakr-r  was  prdi. nied  at  ilio  coitinienctrntiu  ct  a  new  prirjiamtnt  with 
1000  !.  for<ij'.iipment  money,  r.ooo  owr.ctsi  cf  pbte,  loo/.  for  Ibti-i.ary,  and  tv;a 
*;-:5/htaJs  ot  clurst  annual'v. 

IF  2]  he 
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he  had  witnefled,  with  infinite  fatis- 
faiflicn,  fmce  he  had  held  his  l;iigh 
office,  hii  great  politcners  and  afla- 
bilitv,  his  Uriel  iinprjtiality,  his 
great  attention  to  bufincr.  bc^h  pub- 
lic and  private,  and,  ahove  all,  his 
care  and  attention  to  the  forms  of 
the  houfc,  and  fornis,  he  mull  be  al- 
lowed to  fay,  were  the  very  efi'ence 
of  a  popular  afTembly  like  the  houie 
of  comnrions.  Mr.  Montagu,  in  con- 
clufion,  moved, 

"  That  this  houfe  will,  en  P^-Ion- 
*'  day  next,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com- 
•'  mittee  ef  the  whole  houfe,  to  con- 
"  fider  of  an  allowance  to  be  made 
"  to   the  fpealier  of  the' houfe   of 
"  commons   for    the    time    being, 
•'■  more  adequate  to  the  dignity  of 
"  the  laid  ofHce,  and  fo  the  expence 
"  neccliiirily  attending  the  fame." 
The   motion  being  feconded  by 
the  honoarable  Mr.  Marflmm,  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  exchequer  hav- 
ing figniued  his  majefty's  confc-nt, 
Mr.  Piuffey  rofe  to  exprcfs  his  dif- 
approbation  of  the  meafure,  as  tend- 
ing to  increaf?  the  influenc&  of  the 
crown,  by  annexing  fo  large  a  fi-' 
lary  to  an  office  undeniably  in  the 
diipofal  of  its  minifters.    He  was  of 
opinion  that  it  would  add  nothing  to 
the  independence  of  their  fpcaker. 
Thofe  who  had  formerly  held  offices 
under  the  "crown  had  not  been  com- 
plained of ;  and  he  had  nodaubtbut 
that  the  v;orthy  gentleir.an  who  now 
filled,  and  thofe  who  fhould  Be  call- 
ed to.  tiie  chair,  woukV  be  equally 
independent    with    or    vvithout    a 
place. 

Tlie  arguments  of  Mr.  Hufiey  ap- 
pear to  have  made  no  impreffion 
u-pon  the  houfe,  and  the  motion  was 
carried  without  any  other  diflcntient 
voice.  In  the  committee  which  fat 
■  on  the  15th,  Mr.  Montagu  moved, 
•*  That  ii  ii  the  ODiiiion  cf  this  com- 


1790. 

''  mittee,  that  for  more  effedluafl/ 
■'  fupporting  the  dignity  of  the 
"  fpeakcr  of  the  houi'c  of  commons- 
"  of  Great  Britain,  the  lords  com- 
"  niilTioners  of  hi'  majefty's  treafury 
"  be  direded  to  iilue  from  the  ex- 
"  chequer  fuch  lum  a*^,  tvygether 
"  with  'he  fahry  of  the  faid  office 
"  of  5  /.  per  day,  and  the  fees  there- 
"  of  upon  private  bills,  will  make" 
"  the  whole  50C0A 

A  motion  b.ilng  made  by  Sirjame* 
Johnftone,  that  inllead  of  50C0/, 
ihould  be  inferted  6000/.  the  fame 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  i  ■-.  -j.  ta 

28'. 

On  the  3iil  of  March  Mr.  Dun- 
das  opened  the  India  budget.  He 
began  with  the  fate  of  Bengal,  the 
revenues  of  which,  he  fiid,  exceed 
the  charges  by  a  fum  of  2,1 36,71 1  /. 
This  excefs  of  revenue  was  178,000/, 
above  the  eHimate  of  the  laft  year, 
and  he  accounted  for  the  increafe 
from  a  better  colleftion  of  the  land 
revenues,  and  an  increafe  on  that  of 
fp.lt.  This  great  increafe  of  revenue 
he  confide  red  to  be  a  ftrcng  proof 
of  the  profperity  of  the  country^ 
which  w^as  fo  rapidly  increafmg,  that 
he  doubted  not  but  in  a  very  few 
years,  the  company  would  be  en- 
abled to  pay  off  the  whole  of  their 
arrears;  and  tl;at  the  Britifn  pouef- 
fions  of  India  would  be  more  nou- 
riihing  in  wealth,  in  commerce,  m^a- 
nufadluies,  and  in  every  enjoyment, 
than  any  other  part  of  the  whole 
continent  of  Hindofian. 

He  then  took  a  review  of  the  fi- 
nances of  Madras,  the  cftablifhment 
of  which,  he  faid,  exceeded  the  in- 
come ;  but  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
rricafures  might  he  taken  to  bring 
the  expenditure  within  the  revenue. 
Of  Bombay,  he  fiid',  he  had  not  re- 
ceived later  accounts  than  thofe,  on 
which  he  had  grounded  the  refolu- 

tion 
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lion  of  laft  year,  Of  Bencoolen  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  Ifland,  he  faid, 
kc  had  la't  year  eftimated  the  ex- 
pence  too  low  bv  5000/.;  as  he  now 
found  by  accounts  received  fince 
that  time,  that  inllead  of  bo.ooj/. 
he  ought  to  have  eiliniated  thtm  at 
65,000/.  Upon  the^whole  ftate- 
pient,  however,  there  was   a   very 

The  Revenues  of  £. 

Bengal  5,619.594 

Madras  1,21^,229 

Bombay  138,228 


The  Charges  pf 
Beniral 
Madras 
■Bombay 


3,183,250 

1,302,037 

568,710 


confiderabie  exccfs.  He  la.1  year 
clHmated  the  furplus  at  1,516,119/. 
but  the  accounts  fur  178S-9,  pr-,vc 
a  confiderabie  increafe  of  clear  re- 
venue. 

The  whole  of  the  revenues  and 
charges,  with  th«ir  totds,  from  ti:c 
accounts  of  ,1788-9;  Itood  as  fol-' 
lows : 


6,971,451   Total  Revenue. 


5,053,997  Total  of  Charges. 


Leaving  a  clear  furplus  of 

From  v/hichwas  to  be  deduct  d,  for 
bencoolen  and  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
Ifland,  65,000/.  which  would  leave 
a  nett  revenue  of  1,852,454:/.  and 
gave  an  exceeding  over  the  lad  cili- 

mateof  336,335^- 
To  the  before  mentioned  nett  re- 
venue of  1,852,454/.  vs'as  to  be  add- 
ed for  exports,  230,361/.  which 
wou'd  mak'-  a  fum  of  2,i47.8j5/. 
applicable  to  the  diLharge  of  debts, 
and  purchafe  of  invcfrments. 

The  debts  of  the  company  for  the 
laft  yenr,  were  7,604,754/.  tho,''e  of 
ihs  prelct't  year,,6,50i,385/.  giving 
a.  dccreafe  of  1,103,369/. 

Ke  flattered  himieif  that  by  the 
flaiement  he  had  jud  made,  the  com- 
jnittec  wo::Id  be  cnvibled  to  jt-'dge 
accurately  and  fatisfartorily  of  t:ie 
revenues  of  India,  which  v/ere  in  a 
moft  fiourifliing  llatc,  and  had  been 
gradually  improving  for  fome  years. 
He  confidered  the  increafe  on  tiie 
iand  revenue  to  be  permanent;  he 
would  not,  however,  fav  the  fame  of 


1,917454 

that  on  fair,  nor  did  he  wifh  an  in- 
creafe of  revenue  from  tiiat  article, 
if  it  was  occafioned,  as  he  believed 
it  was,  from  a  rife  of  price  on  the  con- 
fumer,  which,  he  laid,  mull  be  an 
cppreiHcn  on  the  natives,  to  whona 
fait  was  an  ablblute  neceu'.iry  of  life, 
a;;d  to  whole  eafe  he  fliculd  conli- 
dcr  a  decrenfc  in  the  revenue  on  ihat 
article  a  \ery  good  facrifice.  He 
gave  itai  Ids  ojiinion,  that  ourefla- 
bliflaments  might  be  confiderahly 
loivered,  an  J  tiie  fu'-pluffes  tbcreby 
iricrtafed.  This  country,  he  faid, 
was  likely,  f  om  a  v.itiety  of  cir- 
cumrtances,  long  to  enjoy  an  undif- 
lurbed  peace  at  home  and  abroad. 
Wiien  her  fltuation  was  compared 
with  that  of  ether  European  na- 
tioiis;  and  xvhcn  cur  connection  with 
Holland,  a  power  of  great  cor.fc- 
quer.ce  in  India,  was  alio  reme;j-!- 
bercd,  he  hoped  he  fl^.culd  not  be 
confidered  as  too  fanguine  in  the 
opinion  he  entertained,  that  Eng- 
iund  had  no  darigcr  to  aonrehend 
[^'  5]  flora 
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from  any  I'liropcan  rival  in  Indi.i  ; 
and  he  was  contident  that  wc  fhouM 
h;ive  nothing  there  to  fear  from  tlic 
combination  of  any  Indian  powers, 
lo  long  as  we  continued  to  prercrvc 
our  prefentgood  faith  toward  thcin, 
and     tiod    in    the    path    we    were 
now  in,  that  of  moderation.     It  was 
well  known,  he  obfervcd,  that  there 
ivas  a  prince,  who,  inheriting  all  the 
ambitious  and  turbulent  views  of  his 
father,  polfelfed  the  fame  rancorous 
fpirit  againll  the  Knglilh,  whom  he 
ever  had,  and  moll:  likely  ever  would 
endeavour  to  extirpate  from  India. 
That  prince  had,  liowcver,  loft  no  in- 
confiderable  portion  of  the  confc- 
quence  he  formerly  was  pofTeffed  of; 
and  his  opinion  was,  that  our  efta- 
blifhments  had  for  fome  time  been 
more  than  iuilicient  to  repel  any  at- 
tack he  could  make.    Other  ci!  cuni- 
ilances  had  recently  occurred,  which 
flill  rendered  ua   more  formidable, 
and    our   eftablifhments    Hill    more 
competent  to  bear  a  rcdudion,  with- 
out endangering  the  public  fafety. 
The  circunillances  he  aliuded  to  were, 
the  ftate  of  the  French  fettlement  at 
Pondicherry,  and  a  requifition  v/hich 
had   been  made  from   the  king  of 
the  Tiavancore  country  (one  ot  the 
oldeft  and  bell  allies  of  the  Engliih 
in  India)  for  a  confsderable  body  of 
our  troops  to  be  taken  i):to  his  pav, 
for  the  purpofe  of  covering  the  fron- 
tier of  his  territory  to  the  wcftward, 
which  requifition  would  be  complied 
with,  and  orders  fent  out  for  the 
purpofe  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
year,       By    this    arrangement    our 
inilitaryeii:ablin;ment  at  Teilichery, 
would  in  a  great  meafure  be  Aiper- 
feded  ;    and   thcfe    of  Madras  and 
Bcmbav  might  fafcly  be  diminifh- 
ed.      He  concluded  by  Hating,   as 
^n    additional    proof   of  the   prof- 
perity  of  the  affairs  of  tiie  company 
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in  India,  that  the  difcount  on  ihcit 
bonds  at  Bengal,  which  were  at 
eight  fer  cc-'tf.  on  the  commcnce- 
nient  of  the  government  of  Lord 
Cnrnwallis,  had  fallen  to  the  incon- 
fiderable  difcount  of  Icfs  than  one 
and  a  half. 

Mr.  Huffcy  v/as  of  opinion,  that 
to  judge  fcirly  of  the  Company'!* 
fituation,  their  affairs  at  home  a:id 
abroad  ought  to  be  confidered  toge- 
ther; i'C  could  net  confider  their  af- 
fairs at  home  to  be  in  a  profperous 
way,  while  they  were  continually 
borrowing;  and  had  borrowed  from 
the  year  1781,  no  lefs  a  fum  than 
5,800,0001. 

Mr.  Francis  made  a  long  reply 
to   Mr.  Dundas.     He  infilled  that 
the  true,  the  proper,  and  t!ie  only 
intelligible  proof  of  tlie  propofitiona 
in  quellion,  \vould  have  been  to  have 
produced  a  fliort  and  limple  account 
ofdebts  paid  off,  ofan  in  vellment  pur- 
chafed  with  a  fiirplus  of  revenue,  of 
r.ett  profit  upon  that  invellment,  and 
of  a    thriving,   happy,    induflrious 
people  in  the  Irdian  provinces  un- 
der our  dominion.     What  fignified 
aU  the  right  l.onourable  genilcman's 
arithmetic,  when  the  notorious  fisTts 
were,  that  we    had  no  return  from 
India,  but  a  return  or  transfer  of 
debts,  which  the  Company  could  net 
pay,  and  which  fooner  or  later  mufl 
lall  upon  the  fhoulders  of  England  ; 
when  the  Company,  iriileuu  t  f  dif- 
charging  their  bonds,  and  clearing 
themfelves  from  the  burthen  of  their 
debts    at   home,   were    every    year 
coming  to  parliament  for  afiiilance, 
for  leave  to  borrow  iiiore  and  niore 
money,  for  an  authority  to  increafc 
their  caiiital,  or  for  the  dircft  power 
of  the  Icgiflature   to  pioteft  them 
Rgainll:  their  creditors,  either  by  au- 
thorifmg  them  not  to  accept,  or  not 
to  pay  the  bills  tlicy  l;ad  accepted ; 

and. 
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andf  finally,  when  tlie  letters  frotn 
Lord  Coniuallis,  now  Iving  on  t'le 
table,  deicribei  Bengal  as  a  cicclin- 
iiing  and  almoll:  ruined  country. 

As  a  proof  of  the  diilrefs  of  t'lc 
company's  aiFairs  at  Iionie,  and  the 
poverty  of  their  treafury,  he  Hated, 
chat  th;y  were  then  taking  up  fil- 
ver,  tin,  and  copper  upon  credit, 
vhich  formerly  they  ufed  to  pay  for 
with  ready  money.  Tlie  difoount 
upon  their  Bengal  bonds  he  alfo 
conCdered  as  another  fjniptom  of 
diftrefs. 

With  regard  to  Bengal,  Mr. 
.Dundas  had  faid,  that  thcy«/;M7^/'s 
being  colleded  entire  was  a  proof 
of  the  profperity  of  a  country,  and 
that  therefore  Bengal  was  nioit  prof- 
perous.  Neither  the  premifes  nor 
the  inference  were  founded  on  fad, 
Cnce  an  oppreffive  government 
might  get  their  revenue  entire,  and 
the  country  be  neverthelcls  rapidly- 
going  to  ruin. 

Mr.  Francis  proceeded  to  take 
•notice  of  what  Mr,  Dimdas  jiad  faid 
■refpeding  the  revenue  arifing  from 
fait.  He  had  truly  Ihitcd  fait  to  be 
a  necefiary  of  life  in  Bengal  more 
than  in  any  other  country.  It  ac- 
tually was  ib;  and  nature  lecmed  to 
iiave  confidercd  t!ie  circunillance,  as 
it  hath  made  fait  one  of  tJie  cheap- 
•f'i  'manufadures  of  the  country. 
Thcv  could  r-et  it  there  for  next  to 
nothing,  if  an  opprefiive  revenue 
were  not  derived  from  it.  The  late 
Lord  CUve,  who  was  accufed  of  hav- 
ing ellablilhed  amcnopo!y  of  fait,  had 
cxprelsjy  provided,  "  That  the  price 
"  of  fa!t,  fold  by  the  Society  of 
"  Trade,  fliould  never  exceed  200 
"  rupees  per  100  mau'ids;"  and 
Mr.  Bolts,  who  tlretchcd  every  thing 
to  the  utmoil  that  could  be  brought 
Xo  bear  againi't  the  government  of 
Lord  Clive,  ilatt^i  500  rupees  per 


loo  maund;,  as  the  highert  price  to 
the  confumer. 

The  felling  price  of  the  company 
at  Calcut'a,  ajpeared  to  have  bi-tn 
in  Augull,  1789,  about  300  Sicca 
rupees  per  100  maunds.  At  one  pe- 
riod within  thefe  two  years,  the 
price,  at  the  company's  fale,  had  got 
up  to  the  enormous  amount  of  700 
Sicca  rupees;  upon  whicli  there  was 
alio  to  be  a  proportionate  increafe 
for  proiit  and  cnarges  on  tue  re- 
tai'. 

But  fuppofing  the  final  retail  price 
ot  ialt,  in  the  provinces,  to  be  yoo 
Sicca  rupees  per  100  maunds,  it 
would  tJien  colt  the  confumer  two- 
pence three  -  farthings  per  pound 
Knglilh.  Every  individual  native 
would,  as  long  as  it  is  polubic  for 
him  to  get  it,  confume  half  a  chit- 
tac,  or  one  ounce  per  day;  confe- 
quently  a  family  of  live  perfons,  liv- 
ing on  the  labour  of  one  man,mu!t 
fpcnd  5-i6ths  of  two- pence  ihree- 
farthings  in  fait,  or  about  tiiree-f.ir- 
taings  a  day.  The  medium  price 
of  labour  througliout  Bengal,  i^  one 
anna  and  half  perday,or  three  pence 
halfpenny  Eng'ifh.  Conftquentlv, 
when  he  has  pai.-l  for  the  fait,  with- 
out which  his  vegetable  food  would 
be  poiibn  to  him,  he  has  jult  f.-ven 
farthings  a  day  left  to  provide  Jiim- 
felf,  a  wife,  a-id  three  children,  u  ith 
every  other  necflary  of  life,  and  to 
pay  fome  rent  for  a  mud-houfe;  not 
to  inMuion  any  allowance  for  fait  for 
his  cow,  if  he  has  one^  for  without 
fait  the  cattle  in  that  country  cannot 
cxill  for  any  ufeful  purpofc. 

Mr.  Francis  concluded  with  fomc 
ob'crvations  u|:cn  the  letter  of 
Lord  CornwalliL-,  dated  2d  .'iugull 
1789.  The  firlt  pailage  he  remark- 
ed upon  was  tiiC  rcllowinc.— "  The 
"  fcLurity  of  property,  .'lo-'.evjr,  ai-;d 
"  tnc  certaii'ty  \\  hich  each  inJivi- 
[  r  4]  "  du.il 
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«*  dual  ivill  )'.o-\:ficl  of  being  allow- 
"  ed  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  own 
••  labours,  mull;  operate  uniformly 
*'  as  incitements  to  exertion  and  in- 
"  dufti-y."— This,  Mr. Francis  faid, 
was  a  pretty  plain  confeffion  of  the 
miferv  and  oppreflion  the  inhabi- 
tants had  long  fuffered. 

The  letter  proceeded  thus ;  "  I 
♦'  have  purpofely,  in  thefe  fettle- 
•'  ments,  propofed  to  withdraw  the 
*'  S'"-S'^  from  the  zeniindars,  and 
*•  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of 
*'  government,  in  order  that  it  may 
^*  at  all  times  have  an  unreftraincd 
"  power  to  raife  or  lower  the  in- 
*'  ternal  taxes  or  duties  on  par- 
**  ticular  articles  of  produce  of  ma- 
♦«  nufadtures,  as  may  be  found  moft 
*«  fuitable  to  the  general  interells 
^*  of  commerce ;  but,  above  ail, 
<'  as  the  land  revenue,  when  the 
"  jumma  is  once  fixed,  cannot  en- 
"  creafe,  that  the  company  may, 
"  through  the  medium  of  duties 
♦  '  upon  an  encreaied  confumption 
♦'  of  the  neceflari?s  and  luxuries  of 
*'  life,  participate  in  the  wealth  and 
*'  advantages,  which,  I  trull,  will  be 
♦«  the  confequences  of  a  permanent 
'■'  revenue  fettlement  to  the  inhabi- 
*'  lants  of  this  country,"  Upon  this 
he  rem.arkcd,  that  Lord  Cornwallis 
gaVe  the  people  of  the  country  a 
quietus  in  an  eifential  point,  viz.  in 
a  permanent  revenue  fettlement,  or 
fixed  land-tax,  and  at  the  fame  time 
advifed  the  company  to  tax  the  ne- 
ceiTaries  and  luxuries  of  life.  Would 
he  have  them  encreafe  the  tax  on 
fait?  and  4s  to  luxuries,  v\'hat  v.ere 
the  luxuries  of  life  to  a  Hindoo  ? 
Did  they  expeft  to  get  any  thing  by 
a  duty  on  betel-nut  and  tobacco  ^ 
Or  would  they  tax  oil  and  ghee? 

In  the  next  fcflion  of  the  letter. 
Lord  Cornv^'aUis  afi'ures  the  direc- 
tors, ''■  that  it  will  be  of  the  utmofi: 
importance,  that  the  principal  land- 


holders and  traders  in  the  interior 
p.-i'-ts  of  the  country  fliould  be  re- 
llorcd  to  fuch  circumlt.ir.ces  as  to 
enable  them  to  fupport  their  families 
with  deccncv."  Had  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  been  year  after 
year  boalting  of  the  profpcrity  of 
the  province  of  Bengal,  (ailced  Mr, 
Francis)  and  was  it  only  in  the  year 
1790,  that  it  was  recommended  that 
the  principal  land-holders  and  trad-, 
ers  in  the  provinces  lliould  be  re-: 
ftored  to  the  power  of  fupporting 
their  families  with  decency  ?  This 
was  a  frelh  proof  of  the  miferable 
and  ruinous  Hate  of  Bengal.  The 
next  paragraph  ccnfefied,  that  agri- 
culture and  internal  commerce  md' 
for  many  years  been  gradually  de- 
clining, and  that  at  preient,  except-^ 
ing  the  clafs  of  Shrofi's  and  lian- 
yans,  the  inhabitants  of  ihefe  pro- 
vinces were  advancing  hailily  to  a 
general  ftate  of  poverty  and  wretch- 
ednefs ;  and  Lord  Cornwailis  laid, 
"  in  that  defcription  he  mull:  aifo 
include  almol!;  every  zemindar  in  the 
company's  territories.''  Thefe  fads, 
Mr.  Francis  fiid,  he  told  them  long 
ago,  and  therefo.e  he  concurred 
vvith  LordCornwalli?,  when  he  iV.id, 
in  tiie  fame  paragraph,  "  that  theftj 
miferable  effecls  were  ovving  to  the 
bad  management  of  the  late  govern- 
ment." 

Mr.  Franris  next  mentioned  the 
paragraph  relative  to  opium  ;  "  he 
(Lord  Cernwailis)  doubted  not  but 
the  relief  given  to  the  Ryots,  may 
occafion  lome  increafc  of  price  on 
the  offers  that  will  be  made  by  the 
candidates. for  the  contract;  but  he 
was  perfaaded,  that  the  lofs  would 
be  mo;e  than  compenfated  to  the 
company,  by  the  encouragement  that 
would  be  given  to  the  Ryots  to  ex-: 
tend  the  cultivation  of  the  poppy." 
Thus,  faid  Mr.  Francis,  Lord  Ccrnr 
wallis  darps  not  tell   the  company 

of 
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ef  a  lofs  without  aKvnys  offering 
a  compenfation.  Mr.  Frar.cis  re- 
probated the  extenfion  of  the  cul- 
tivation of  opium :  poppies,  he 
faid,  were  the  moll  noxious  weeds 
that  grew;  had  it  been  an  exten- 
fion  oi  the  cultivation  of  grai'i,  he 
fhou.'d  have  thought  the  fuggcftion 
a  laudable  one.  ' 

Jn  unfvver  to  Mr.  Francis,  Mr. 
Dovaynes,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
pany, declared,  that  tiie  company 
were  in  no  need  whatever  of  cre- 
dit ;  it  was  not  true  that  they  were 
ftrnding  out  tiieir  filver  and  other  ex- 
ports upon  credit ;  they  h;d  already 
paid  for  their  ufual  quantity  of  lil- 
ver,  and  were  ready  to  pav  to-mor- 
row for  the  quanticy  ilow  in  treaty, 
if  a  fair  price  was  agreed  upon. 

Mr.  Dundas  declared  his  afto- 
r.iOiment,  that  any  man  could  To  wil- 
fully have  attempted  to  pervert  eve- 
ry line  he  had  quoted  of  the  letters 
from  Lord  Cornwallis;  and  by  fe- 
Jcfting  paifafres  partially,  and  de- 
taching- them  from  the  context, 
pervert  their  f^nfe,  roifiipply  their 
reference,  and  dellroy  tlieir  rr.ean- 
irg.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would 
carefully  perule  thoie  letters  in  their 
clofets,  and  he  was  confident  tiiat 
every  candid  man  would  be  con- 
vinced, that  the  Jionour.iblc  gentle- 
man's an'errions  were  unfounded. 

The  fa  els  ftated  by  Mr.  IDunJas 
were  then  moved  in  the  iorni  of  rc- 
folutions,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
committee. 

On  the  I  5th  of  April,  Sir  }ohn 
Riggs  Miller  informed  the  houfe  cf 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  take  into  confideration 
the  lubjefl  of  ■u.-ei^hts  ai::i  mcr.jhrcs. 
His  fpcech,  upon  thisocca.^.on,  con- 
tained a  full  and  accurate  detail  of 
the  various  means  which  had  been 
^ggclled  for  obtaining  a  true  and 
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fixed  ftandard  of  meafure  :  but  as, 
Iro.n  the  nature  of  the  iuveftigation, 
it  does  not  admit  of  ari  abridgm.ewc, 
we  conceive  it  will  be  raore  accept- 
able to  our  reajeri  to  have  it  entire 
in  our  next  volume,  under   the  cir-. 

During  thfc  cwurfe  of  the  feiTion,  a 
great  numbtjr  of  petitions  from  va- 
rious parts  of  Great-Britain,  had 
been  predated,  pr:-tying  for  the  re- 
peal oft.it  a'fl  for  funje;t.ing  dealers 
in  tob:icco  to  tiie  excife,  which  had 
palli?d  in  the  Laft  feilion  of  parlia- 
ment. Thefe  petitions  were,  on  the 
mviion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  referred  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe; 
."rd  the  16th  of  April  was  fixed  for 
takinff  them  inro  confideration.  On 
that  day  Mr.  Sheridan  began  a  long 
and  eloquent  fpecch,  with  an  invec- 
tive againil  the  whole  fyllem  of  the 
excife  l.iv/s;  in  which  he  illuitrateJ 
and  urged  with  great  force  all  the 
ufual  topics  vvhicii  have  been  em- 
ployed upon  that  popular  thelis.  He 
then  adverted  to  the  peculiar  ha;d- 
fhips  of  the  tobacco  bill;  andenforced 
t'-.e  objections  v.iiich  had  been  made 
iall  year,  by  a  number  oi  allega-ions 
taken  from  the  pttiiions,  which  nad 
been  presented,  and  inloi  niation  he 
had  received  from  the  nianufadturevs 
themiclves. 

From  the  m.afs  of  evidence  which 
had  been  given  on  the  fubjed  of  this 
aol,  M-.  Si'ieridan  drew  the  follow- 
ing conclufions.  Fi:"l^,  that  tne  ex- 
port .rade  to  foreign  countries  muft 
be  greatly  injured,  if  not  totr.!Iydc- 
Itroved,  by  th:;  ad.  The  price  paid 
for  licences  was  propoitiuned  to  the 
quantity  of  tobacco  manufadurc  1, 
and,  confequtrtly,  it  ought  to  l^ 
confidered  as  a  tax,  w  hich  Riuil  raiic 
tJie  price  ot  the  article  in  the  fo- 
reign markets  Tiiis  was  contrary 
to  every   found  principle  of  trade, 

w  hich 
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wiiich  co-:3v'ci'.';urd  ;i'l  burdens  laid, 
without  abfoUue  ncceliity,  oa  ar- 
ticles of  exportation.  Again,  if  a 
toiviccpnill  was  in  tiie  ad  of  getting 
ready  to  txecule  aa  order  frcni  a- 
broad,  he  niuil  fufpend  his  woik,  if 
the  excife  oliicer  fhculd  conic  to 
take  a  furvcy ;  he  «vait  attend  him 
whilft  weigbiniT  tiie  llock  ;  and  ma- 
ny hours,  perluips  ibinc  days,  being 
]oll  in  this  bufincls,  the  i-cifcl  in 
u'hich  he  was  to  iliip  the  goods  or- 
dered by  his  foreign  correfpondent, 
probably  might  be  obliged  to  put  to 
fca  in  the  mean  time,  and  thus  the 
order  would  be  loll,  and  perhaps  the 
cUilomeis  for  ever.  As  to  the  en- 
toaragement  which  the  ad  gave  to 
Imuggling,  though  its  avowed  ob- 
jecl;  was  to  fupprefs  it,  he  observed, 
sliat  formerly,  one  difficulty  which 
attended  the  fin^ggling  of  tobacco 
was,  that  even  aher  it  Was  landed 
and  houfed,  it  was  ftill  liable  to 
feizure.  But  this  dilfic-ulty  was 
completely  removed  by  the  prefent 
aft;  for,  the  mnment  it  got  under 
the  roof  cf  the  tobacconili,  it  was  as 
facred  as  if  it  had  paid  duty. 

Among  the  ma^y  hardihips  of  the 
manufacturers  under  this  rXr,  there 
were  two  cf  a  very  ferious  nature. 
One,  that  the  tobacco  during  the 
procefs  cf  its  manufaflure  migJit, 
from  the  moiilure  or  drynefs  cf  tiic 
air,  lofe  or  g:iin  more  in  weight, 
than  the  table  laid  down  in  the  adl 
allowed.  What,  then,  was  the  ma- 
Tiufafcurer  to  do  ?  He  could  not  an- 
fwer  for  the  flate  cf  theatmoiphcre; 
and  if  his  goods  had  dtcreafed  in 
v.'cight  through  heat,  or  increafed 
through  moillure,  v.ithout  any  acb 
cf  his,  to  a  degree  beyond  the  Itand- 
ard  cliabliihed  by  the  adi,  then  was 
he  liable  to  ruinous  fines  and  penal- 
ties. The  commilT oners,  before 
tJiey  could,   in  juliice,  levy  thefe 


fines,   ought  to  afcertain    that  the 
weather  will  abva^•s  be  in  that  pjc- 
cife  ilate  of  heat  or  cold  w  hich  the 
ail   fuppofed    it   would    be,      'i'hey 
on;'!u  to  make  Chiiilmas  irive  li-cu- 
rity  for  frolt;  take  a  bond  for   hot 
weather  from    Augufl,   and  oblige 
damp-}  and  fogs  to  take  out  permits. 
It  was  true,  that  where  the  increafe 
or    dccreafe,   beyond    the    allowed 
table,  appeared  to  Jiave  been  really 
the  cfiect  of  the  weather,  and  not  of 
anv  intciuion  in  the  manufacturer  to 
defraud  the   revenue,   the  conimif- 
iioncra  ordered  the  goods,  if  ieized, 
to  be  rertored,  and  the  penalty  re- 
mitted.    But  he  had  two  ftrong  ob- 
jcftions    to   this  exercife  of  iilegal 
mercy  by  the  commiihoners.     FmH, 
it  gave   them  a  dii'penfing  power, 
which  parliament  had  not  thought 
proper  to  allow  even  to  the  king, 
And.fecondly,  this  difpenfmg  power 
might  be  ufed  to  very  bad  pu.-pofes. 
VVl-,en  the  law  was  harih  and  fevere, 
and  the  executive  power  indulgent, 
and  willing  to  fof.en  its  rig;)-.-i-,  the 
people  v/ould  be  led  to  diilike  their 
own  reprefentaiives,  u'ho  couldpafsa 
rigorous  l.iw,  and  to  liy  to  the  crown 
for  relief  againft  it.     if  a  difpenfing 
pov.'er  could  be  tokrared,  it  mufl  be 
when  the  benefit  cf  it  was  general, 
and  extended,  with.cut  exception,  to 
every  clafs  of  fubjeds  without  dif- 
tinftion.     But  in  the  cafe  of"  remit- 
ting   fines    to    manufadlurers    who 
fliould  have  incurred  them,  an  in- 
quifnion  might  be  fet  on  foot  into, 
the  life  and  political  principles  of 
each    individual,    and    thofe    only 
might    feel  the  indulgence  of  the 
conim.iflioners  who  ihould  be  found 
to  be  the  friends  and  fuppcrters  of 
th-  fubfiiting  adminiflration. 

The  fccoud  hardfaip,  perhaps 
greater  than  any  other,  ccufidcrcd 
ill  a  mere  commsiciaJ  light,  vvas, 
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that  the  myileiies  of  their  tragic  "  the  furvcy  of  the  excifo  is  jjip- 
v.L-ie  laid  open,  to  the  irreparable  "  p'icab'e  to  the  ma;iufaCtor\of  lo- 
injurT  of  their  families  and  fortunes.     "  bacco." 

Of  tlie  value  of  tbnie  of  tlic^e  myf-  The  chance'lor  of  the  exchequer, 

teries  the  committee  might  form  an  in  reply  to  ivlr.  Siierdati,  ohfcrvcd, 
idea,  when  th'-y  recollected  thut  it  that  ciie  cl.ief  turn  of  his  argument 
had  been  [i  roved  in  evidence,  thatone  had  beeti  directed  agai  nil  the  whole 
manufat'.arer  had  refuied  20,000 1.  fyftem  of  excife,  a  fyllem  wliicli 
for  the  difclofure  of  a  fccret  in  the  raifed  no  lef-  a  fum  annually  thaa 
inanufacluring  of  tobacco  that  was  fix  millions  and  a  half  of  the  reve- 
peculiar  to  himfelf.  nue,  and  without  which  fyllem,  he 

When  the  manufaclurers  were  un-  believed,  neither  the  refources  of. 
der  examination  at  the  bar,  they  had  the  country,  nor  the  ingenuity  of 
not  let  fall  any  exprellion,  which  man,  would  be  competent  to  raife 
Miio;ht  intimate,  that  it  was  their  in-  fo  confidcrable  a  fum.  In  his  mo- 
tcntion  to  quit  tlic  trade  if  the  aft  tion,  however,  he  flopped  ihort,  and 
was  not  repealed  ;  they  thought  that  objccled  barely  to  the  excife  on  to- 
i'uch  an  intimation  would  not  be  bacco.  He  was  willing  to  leave  t!ie 
d:*cent  iit  them,  as  it  would  appear  manufaiturer  of  malt,  the  manufac- 
lilce  a  threat ;  but  what  their  refpcft  turer  of  foap,  the  manufadurer  of 
for  parliament  would  not  fuller  them  il.irch,  the  manuf;Kfturer  of  ca.idlc^* 
to  utter  at  the  bar,  they  had  faid  to  and  the  dealers  in  wine  and  fpiri;u- 
him  in  private  ;  and  he  believed  he  ous  liquors,  fubjeft  to  all  that  into- 
jnight  afl'ure  the  committee,  if  the  lerable  tyranny  and  oppreffion  which 
bill  was  not  repealed,  the  tobacco  he  had  defcribed  with  fo  much  encr- 
manufafture  wculd  be  lolt  to  this  gy  and  eloquence.  If  the  tobacco 
country.  acl  were  to  be  taken  up  on  general 

Mr.  Sheridan  nowafkcd  the  chan-  principles,  the  chancellor  of  the  cx- 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  what  were  chequer  faid,  he  was  at  a  l.ofs  to 
the  migh'y  advantages  gained  by  know  how  it  applied  to  the  confri- 
the  revenue,  which  could  be  con-  tuiicn  more  than  any  other  excilV 
fidcred  as  a  compenfation  for  fuch  bill,  paiied  at  any  former  peri'^d,  and 
hardlhips  and  encroachments  upon  tlieiefore  llopping  iliort,  as  the  ho- 
the  liberty  of  the  lubiecli'  l"he  ncurable  gentleman  had  done,  and 
produce  was  but  25,000/.  .more  confining  himfelf  foleiy  to  the  to- 
than  was  coUeded  on  tobacco  be-  bacco  act,  his  general  argument  was 
fore  this  ntl:  pafied,  and  the  duty  inconli/'lent  and  contradidory. 
was  rnifedfrom  1 1  Id.  per  lb.  to  I5d.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 

Would  any  man,  to  whom  the  rights     next  obi'erved,  that  it  was  his  dutv, 
of  the  people  were  dear,  for  fo  in-     and    the  dutv  of  that  houf.-,  to  re- 


fignificant  an  ir.creafe  of  revenue 
invade  thofe  rights;  but,  above  all, 
would  he,  for  fuch  an  increafe,  riik 
the  iofs  of  the  whole  :  which  he  ve- 
iii/  believed  would  happen  if  the 
act  was  not  repealed.  A^lr.  Sheridan 
coocluded  his  remarks  by  moving 
?he   following    rcfolution ;    *'  That 


ceive.  with  a  confidcrrdilc  degree  of 
caution  and  doubt,  the  evidence  de- 
livered at  their  bar;  he  niLant  no 
•.viledion  on  tlie  gentlemen  ;  he  be- 
lieved they  were  very  worthy  men, 
bat  they  mijht  have  been  aduatcd 
confide:ably  by  prejudices,  which 
natural;;.-  might  be  e.peded  to  hive 

arjleu 
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;iiircn  in  the  irinds  of  peiionsob-.  i- 
ouily  interelted.  The  hoa.  gentle- 
man himicif  had  ftatcd  thr.t  the  m;i- 
rufin^^urers  were,  before  the  aft,  the 
only  medium  for  conveying  the  iiii- 
cit  tobacco  i"ixMn  the  imuggler  to 
the  confunier;  and  taking  this  for 
granted,  and  the  ilatemcnt  of  the 
tobacconiib  tliemfelves,  tliat  eight 
millions  of  pounds  weight  were  an- 
nually fmagglcd,  the  confequLnce 
would  then  cviJcutly  appear,  that 
for  years  they, had  divided  among 
them  400,000  pounds  ilerling,  of 
which  fum  the  revenue  ^jad  been  de- 
frauded J  and,  if  an  average  could 
be  taken,  each  man's  Ih.-re  of  this 
plunder  was  mere  than  a  ihoufand 
pounds  annually.  The  houfe  being 
in  poffelhon  of  thi5  notorious  ana 
dired  fraud,  he  was  furc  it  was  not 
afking  too  much  of  them  to  weigh 
well' the  eviden,ce  before  they  de^ 
cided  againit  the  remedy  already 
provided  for  the  evil.  As  to  the 
argument  about  the  discovery  of  the 
mvuerie-s  and  the  great  danger  ci 
the  manufadturers  fccrets  bei"g  ^^- 
pofed,  upon  which  fo  much  ilrefs 
had  been  laid;  if  the  fecrets  v/ere 
fo  eafdy  ciiiccverable  Ijy  an  exciie- 
man  upon  a  mere  view,  they  mull  un- 
doubtedly  be  known  to  the  maviu- 
fadlurers  workmen,  and  confequent- 
ly  at  a!l  times  liable  to  be  divulged. 
Mr.  Pitt  concluded  with  obiervmg., 
that  during  the  cxiilerxe  of  the  act, 
the  confumprion  had  very  confide r- 
shly  encreafcd,  which  was  a  com- 
plete refutation,  and  a  conclufive 
aniwer  to  the  aflcrtion  of  tfie  adl's 
being  likely  to  drive  the  manufac- 
turer from  this  country.  The  pub- 
lic had  already,  in  the  tv.o lealt  pro- 
ductive quarters  of  the  year,  receiv- 
ed 130,000/.  over  and  'above  the 
wonted  income  of  revenue  frcm  to- 
bacco ia  ih^  fame  q^uarters  before 


the  aft  pafiVd ;  and  in  all  probabi- 
lity, the  difference  on  the  next 
two  quarters  of  cxcife  would  -make 
the  wl'iolc  produce  of  the  difference 
300,000/.  at  tne  lealL 

Tlie  motion  was  powerfully  fiip. 
ported  by  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Mr. 
Wyndham,  and  Mr.  Fox.  The  firli 
coniended,  that  the  evidence  of  the 
manufafturei's  and  officers  of  excife 
haduncontrovertibly  eitabliflied  the 
follovsing  propoiitions.  i.  That 
there  is  no  mode  by  which  the  fur~ 
vey'  can  be  made,  fave  only  by 
taking  the  whole  flock  of  each  ma- 
nufafturer.  2.  That  flock  cannot 
be  taken  by  any  other  manner  than 
by  weight.  3.  That  itis  abfolately 
neceflary  to  except  frcm  being 
weighed,  all  that  part  of  the  ftock, 
that  is  in  the  aftual  operation  of 
manufafture.  4.  That  tliis  excep^ 
ticn  deitroys  the  r,u!e. 

Mr.  Wyndham  icpj-obated  the 
fpeech  of  the  phanceiior  of  the  ex- 
cnequer,  as  a  laboUi-ed  and  indecent 
panegyric  upon  the  whole  fyfl:em  of 
excilc  laws,  and  fuch  as  had  never 
before  been  heard  in  that  houfe. 
No  one  wcaid  venture  to  alTert,  that 
the  exciie  was  not  ai^verfe  to  the 
piinciples  of  the  conlHtution.  it 
was  an  evil  which,  perhaps,  circum- 
ftances  had » made  necefTary  to  pre- 
vent a  greater;  but  neceliity  a!one 
could  julliiy  it.  It  might  it'felf  be- 
coiTit  the  greateft  of  ail  evils.  Con^ 
fidered  even  as  a  neceffary  meafure, 
it  fhould  be  ufed  with  caution :  it 
might  be  pufhed  beyond  its  due  ex- 
tent; it  might  be  diigraced  by  be- 
ing injudicioudy  managed;  itmight, 
like  a  :ool,befpoilt  by  being  worked 
with  too  much.  ]  c  had  been  avcu'cd, 
that  it  was  to  be  limited  only  juft  as 
the  flateof  our  fmances  may  admit. 
Ke  lamented  that  the  nation  feemed 
fo  much  difpofed  to  facriiice  every 

other 
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ether  confideration  to  revenue,  and 
exprefied  Wis  fears  that  the  monied 
inicrelb  had  fo  totally  corrupted  all 
ranks  of  people,  that  they  fecPx-ied 
ehtirely  to  have  changed  and  al- 
ttred  their  notions  upon  great  po- 
lilicil  fubjefts,  on  which  fonrkcjly 
every  man  felt  alarm  and  jealoiiry. 

Mr.  Secretary  Grcnville  ihongly 
protCiled  againft  tlic  manner  in 
wjiich  the  qiieflion  had  been  ar- 
gued, as  tending  to  raife  a  clamour 
againft  laws,  upon  which,  as  tliofe 
gentlemen  v/ell  knew,  the  whole 
national  credit,  and  with  it.  the 
very  exillence  of  the  empire  de- 
pended. 

The  members  for  the  city  of  Lon- 
don and  for  Southwark  fpoke  in 
favour  of  the  motion;  and  Mr. 
Sheridan,  after  a  long  reply,  hav- 
ing altered  the  queftion  to  a  motion 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  tobacco  aft,  the  committee  at 
lencrth  divided  —  aves  14.7—0063 
191. 

An  aft  was  afterwards  pa.led  to 
explain  and  amend  the  aft  of  the 
I.^fl  year,  and  to  relieve  the  mar.u- 
Isftttrers  from  certain  hawifnips 
therein.  Upon  tlic  third  reading 
of  this  aft.  Sir  ¥/atkin  Lewis  mov,- 
cd  that  a  claufe  (liould  be  inferted, 
giving  the  right  of  a  trial  by  jury 
to  all  the  peribns  fubjeft  to  the  nft. 

The  Attorney  General  objefted 
to  the  claufe,  as  a  dangerous  expe- 
riment upon  what  conlHtuted  one- 
third  of  the  revenue  of  the  !:ing- 
dom.  He  remarked,  that  the  mode 
of  coHefting  the  exciie  hid  Hood 
now  near  a  century  and  a  half;  yet 
it  was  never,  during  tiiat  time,  dif- 
covered  ;hat  any  dancer  arofe  to 
the  conftitution  from  it.  Ke  con- 
cluded vvitli  faying,  he  flioulJ  vote- 
againll  the  cl  .ufe. 

Mr.    Bcaufoy'   replied,     and    in 


ftrong  terms  reprobated  th? encroach- 
ments v/liich  the  excife  was  making 
on  the  liberty  of  the  people,  and 
con" ended  for  the  necelTity  of  in- 
ierting  the  claufe  :  as  did  Mr.  She- 
ridan, Mr.  Watfon,  M-.  Savvbridge, 
and  Ivlr.  M.'irtin;  bnt  upon  a  divifi- 
on  of  the  Iloufe,  I  he  noes  were  loo, 
ayes  22— majority  againll  the  claufe 
-<■• 

On  the  15th  of  April  the  Char- 
celhir  cf  the  E>;cheqiier  opened  the 
budget  for  t!ie  year  179c,  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  oi!r  readers  wi  i 
find  in  its  uiual  place.  He  began 
bv  conoratulanng;  the  committee 
upon  th:;  prcfperous  Hate  of  the  fi- 
nances of  the  country,  which  he 
was  that  day  enabled  to  lay  I>efore 
them,  not  upon  fpeculation  and  from 
conieJlure,  but  upon  fafts.  After 
Hating  the  items  of  the  fupplies 
voted,  and  of  the  ways  and  m.ean.', 
h-e  ca'ied  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  fum  ftaied  as  the  furplu* 
of  the  confolidated  fu:id — Tiiis  he 
lliid  was  edimatcd  upon  an  average 
of  the  tliree  lail  years,  which  Vv'ouid 
give  an  as^erage  of  500,000!.  leC; 
than  the  produce  of  the  lail  year, 
and  which,  confequently,  could  not 
be  confjdered  as  an  unfair  one  ;  ami, 
by  that  ellimate,  it  would  appear 
that  the  p-rowin£r  furplus  of  the  con- 
folidated  fund' was  1,903,0001.;  "o 
this  was  to  be  added  an  encreaie 
on  ^taxes  not  taken  into  that  efli- 
maic,  amounting  to  6c,ooo!.  lie 
took  for  balances  of  arrea.s 
icojoool.  and  for  an  incre.ife  ort 
the  tobacco  duties  another  loo.occl. 
He  was  fanguine  in  his  expciraticn 
of  th*  produce  from  the  arrears  cf 
airclTci  taxes,  vvhich  in  the  lair  year 
amounted  to  240.000!.  over  the 
permanent  aHVltment  ;  there  lliil 
remained  out-Handing  arrears  to  tiic 
amount  ot  6oo,cool.  wij'ch  grad.i- 
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ally  were  to  be  drawn  in  ;  and, 
from  thf  exertions  niride  for  that 
purpole,  he  conceived  he  might 
juitlv  reckon  upon  150,000!.  being 
brought  in  during  ihc  prefent  year; 
ail  wiiich  funis  added  togttlier, 
would  give  a  torul  of  wavs  and 
means  of  5,996,000!.  which  fum 
was  more  than  fuSvcicnt  10  meet  the 
fupply,  and  aii'ordcd  fair  ground  to 
ettimate  the  growing  produce  of 
the  coeifolidatL'd  fund  for  the  next 
year,  at  2,300.0001.  Mr.  Pitt  then 
proceeded  to  'late  the  extraordinary 
cxpences  wliich  had  been  defrayed 
fince  the  year  1786,  with  the  afiift- 
ance  only  of  a  loan  of  a  fingle  mil- 
lion, v.'hich  had  been  borrowed  lull 
year.  He  recapitulated  the  unfore- 
ieen  increafe  of  tlie  peace  eftablifh- 
nient  from  various  caufes,  fuch  as 
the  aggravated  extraordinaries  of 
the  navy,  arifing  from  large  pur- 
chafes  of  timber,  and  other  llores  ; 
the  extraordinaries  of  the  armA', 
owing  to  the  unliquidated  demands 
at  the  end  of  the  war  ;  the  expcr.ce 
of  the  armament  in  1 787,  the  charge 
which  the  genero;:ty  of  Parliament 
had  incurred  on  account  of  the  loy- 
aliils  ;  the  debts  of  the  Priivce  of 
Wales;  all  of  which,  with  the  re- 
duclion  of  the  national  debt,  v^  ould 
he  found  to  amount  to  fix  millions. 
The  increafe  of  revenue,  which  had 
enabled  the  public  thus  to  meet  the 
various  charges  he  had  mentioned,  he 
regarded  as  perm.ancnt,  and  as  o:i- 
{.ina'.ir.g  in  two  caufes  ;  the  iup- 
preflon  of  fmuggiing,  and  the  in- 
crerfe  of  the  commerce  ci  the 
ccuntrv.  The  exports,  as  valued 
by  the  cunom-hoa'c  entries,  for  laJr 
year,  amounted  to  no  lefs  a  fum 
than  18,513,000'.;  of  which  the 
Britim  manufactured  goods  ex- 
ported an'ounted  to  i5,;j.94.,cooI.  ; 
upou  an   avcr-.ge   of  the    exports 
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fix  years  prior  to  the  American 
uar,  which  average  he  took  on  ac- 
count of  thofe  years  being  the  pe- 
riod in  which  our  commerce  flou- 
rilhed  m.oll ;  it  appeared,  thnt  the 
Bri'.i'h  manufadured  goods  export- 
ed, amounted  to  no  more  than 
10,342,0001.  The  imports  for  the 
lall  year,  amounted  to  a  higher  fum 
than  was  ever  before  known,  being 
valued  at  I7,82  8,.goo1.  At  firil 
figiit,  this  increafe  of  import  miglit 
appear  dif:;dvan:agcou.=,  as  it  would 
le^'m  to  lefi'en  the  balance  of  trade 
in  favour  of  the  country ;  this  the 
ccnnmittee,  however,  would  per- 
ceive, upon  inveftigation,  not  to  be 
t'le  cafe,  but  that  the  increafe  of 
imports  arofe  from  circumlcances 
whicii  demonilrated  the  increafe  of 
the  wealth  and  profperity  of  the 
country;  it  iuued  from  remittances 
of  fortunes  of  the  Eafl  and  Weft 
Indies;  from  the  increafe  of  im- 
portations from  Irelaiui,  wiiich  gen- 
tlemen v.ould  rccolledl  was  a  proof 
of  the  increa fmg  proiperity  of  that 
valuable  part  of  the  empire  ;  from 
the  Greenland  and  South  Wales 
filhcries,  the  imports  from  which 
v/ere  to  be  coniidertd  as  adding  to 
the  ftock  of  the  country,  being 
wealth  poured  in  from  the  ocean. 
Our  navigation  liad  increafed  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  cur 
ccmracrce.  In  the  year  1773,  there 
belonged  to  Sritilh  ports  g.zz.i  vef- 
iVls,  and  63,000  feamen ;  and  in 
the  year  1788,  11,085  veiTels,  and 
83,000  feam.en }  fhewing  an  in- 
creafe of  feamen  in  17S8,  above 
the  number  in  1773,  of  no  lefs  than 
one-third. 

Mr.  Pitt  concluded  \\\:h  an  en- 
comium upon  the  Britifn  conlHtu- 
tion  ;  to  wdiich,  under  Providence, 
the  profpcrous  Hate  of  the  nation 
was  to  be  aicribed,  and  which  it 

was 
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was  therefore  their  moll  fiicred  duty 
to  maintain  inviolate  and  to  de- 
fead  againll  all  innovations. 

Mr.  -Sheridan  diifered  from  the 
ch.;ncellor  of  the  excliequer  with 
refped  to  the  adlual  receipt,  and  tlic 
a.il;ual  expenditure.  If  the  averages 
o!"  1 7 f«6 - 7 -  8,  were  t.i ken,  it  v.'Oidd  ap- 
pear that  the  receipt  forthoie  three 
years  feverally  had  been  15,140,000!. 
and  the  expenditure  17,140,000!. 
making  a  delicicncy  of  fix  millions 
on  the  wliole.  From  the  live  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  three  per  cents. 
redeemed,  was  to  be  deducted  the 
additional  million  of  exchequer  bills 
ifTued,  the  money  borrowed  laft 
year,  the  increafe  of  the  navy  debt, 
and  one  quarter's  revenue  antici- 
pated, which  was  every  fliilling  debt 
incurred,  as  much  as  if  it  had  been 
aftually  borrowed,  making  in  all 
3,500,000!'.  The  average  income 
of  four  years,  including  the  la'd  year, 
would  be  found  to  be  fnort  of  v.nat 
the  revenue  committee  had  tak  n 
it  at,  though  annual  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  2oo,coc].  had  been  laid 
fmce  they  made  their  calculation  ; 
and  regulatioiis  for  improving  the 
coUeition  of  old  taxes  adopted, 
which  the  committee  had  pointed 
out  as  a  refource  to  provi.de  tor 
contingencies,  and  not  as  neceiTary 
to  make  good  their  cJlimate. — He 
contended  that  there  was  rsot  a  fin- 
gle  pound  applicable  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  national  debt,  and  de- 
clared that  nothing  would  put  the 
finances  into  a  proper  Itatc,  but 
either  raifing  the  income  to  tlie  ex- 
penditure, or  lowering  ih.'  expendi- 
ture to  the  income  ;  at  preieni  th?re 
exiiled  a  plain  deficiency  of  one 
iniilion. 

,1'he  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 


faid,  Mr.  Sheridan  went  for  an 
aver.igc  to  a  period  which  had  no 
analogy  to  the  prefent,  in  order  10 
t  ke  in  the  year  1786,  before  the 
commercial  treaty  was  paflbd,  the 
new  taxes  rendered  produdive,  orr 
the  regulations  for  an  improvejV 
collection  adopted  ;  and  then  com- 
pared the  permanent  revenue  witit 
the  temporary  expenditure.  He; 
ftruck  cut  the  pro.Iuce  of  the  lot- 
t'jr>-,  merely  becaufe  he  dilliked  a 
loiter V,  and  retained  tiie  temporary 
cxpence  of  the  American  lovaliils, 
which  it  WIS  intended  to  meet.  He 
admitted  that  the  receipt  and  the  ex- 
penditure could  not  be  brought  to  a 
permament  balance  without  a  con- 
iiderable  reduftion  of  expence  ;  buc 
the  time  when  the  reven.ue  commit- 
tee had  calculated  that  fuch  a  ba- 
lance would  be  efifeded,  was  the  end 
of  the  year  1790,  not  the  beginning, 
and  was  not,  tht^refore,  matter  for 
the  diicuilion  of  that  day. 

On  the  5th  of  May  iVlr.  Pitt  de- 
livered to  ihe  houfe  a  meiTage  from 
his  majeicy  ♦,  in  which  he  informed 
them  of  tae  violence  that  had  been- 
committed  upon  two  vefleis  belong- 
ing to  his  majefty's  fcbjeds,  on  the 
north-weitern  coalt  ui'  America,  by 
an  olHcer  commanding  two  Spaniiii 
fhipsofwar:  of  his  applications  to 
the  court  of  Spain  for  fatisfadion  : 
of  its  claims  to  an  exclufive  right 
of  navigation  in  t,hofe  feas,  and  its 
houile  preparations :  and  of  his  ma- 
jciiy's  determination  to  fuppojt  ths 
honour  of  his  crown,  and  t;ie  rights 
and  iutereils  of  his  people.  The 
meilagc  being  read,  Mr.  Pitt  mov- 
ed taat  it  fiiould  betaken  into  con- 
udcration  the  fclloAing  day. 

On  the  6th  the  niejTage  having 
been  again  iVad,  Mr.  Pitt  rofe  and 
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reniarkc-'.,  that  however  natural  it 
might  be  to  look  with  concern  upon 
the  circum'ilanccs  fctited  in  his  rna- 
jcfty's  n-enkge.sndnll  thefaturc  pcf- 
iiblc  occurrences  to  which  it  miglit 
lead,  lie  coiicfived  tJiat  he  flicii'd 
rot  do  jullice  to  the  feelings  and 
public  {pi' it  of  thr.t  houfcj,  if  he  en- 
tertained, for  a  momc'nt,  an  idea 
that  there  could  arife  any  dilrercnce 
of  opinion  a-s  to  the  meafures  which 
luch  circumilanccs  would  make  it 
neceilary  to  adopt.  There  was  no 
occafion  for  hirn  to  enlarge  upon 
the  facls  (laced  in  his  majeily's  mef- 
fage  ;  the  bare  mention  of  them  (he 
was  periuaded)  would  prove  fufncient 
to  induce  the  hcufe  to  give  their 
concurrence  to  the  addrefs  with 
which  he  fiiould  move.  Thefe  fads 
were:  that  his  majefty's  fubj-'dls 
had  been  forcibly  interrupted  in  a 
trade  which  they  had  carried  on, 
for  years,  without  molellation,  in 
parts  of  America  where  they  had 
2.n  incontjovertible  right  of  trad- 
ing, and  in  places  to  which  no 
country  could  claim  an  exclufive 
light  of  commerce  and  navigation  ; 
that  this  interruption  had  been 
made  by  a  feizure  oftwo  fnips,  their 
c/rgo  and  companies,  without  any 
previous  notice  :  that  the  officers 
and  crev,  £  of  tJiofe  veiTels  had  been 
carried  to  a  Spaniili  port  as  prifon- 
^;s  of  v/ar,  and  the  cargoes  of  tlie 
veiTels  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of 
the  captors,  witlicut  e\'en  the  form 
of  ccndcmnaticn  or  judicature, 
.  v/ivich.  has  alwjiys  been  deemed  ne- 
eeflaiv,  even  in  limes  of  war. — He 
wiuied  to  abftain  from  every  word 
cf  aggravation;  th'?  ftatcrrent  of 
thefe  fafls  was  fufflcient  tp  induce 
a  Briti'h  houle  of  commons  to  de- 
mand ample  xeflitutioiVto  tr.e' indi- 


viduals irjured,  and  full  fatisfa(Pi(ott 
to  the  nation  for  its  infult.d  he- 
nour.  It  was  true,  that  one  of  the 
vciicls  bad  been  delivered  up  by  the 
viceroy  of  iVlexico,  but  no  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  nation  had  thereby  been 
given  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  court 
cf  Madrid  had  advanced  a  cir.im  to 
the  exclufive  rig-ht  of  navio-^-tion  in 
thofe  fcas,  that  was  unfounded  and 
exorbitant,  indefinite  in  its  confe- 
qucnces,  aiining  deitruition  to  our 
valuable  fifneries  in  the  fouthern 
ocean,  and  tending  to  the  annihi- 
lation of  a  commerce  in  its  infancy, 
which  we  were  jufl:  beginning  to 
carry  on  to  the  profit  of  the  coun- 
try, in  hitherto  unfrequented  parts 
of  the  globe ;  it  was  therefore  ne- 
cefTary  and  incumbent  upon  the 
nation  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as 
might  in  future  prevent  any  fach 
dilputes.  Vv'hen,  in  addition  to 
this  condud  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
the  houfe  were  a'fo  acquainted, 
by  the  m.efiage,  of  the  vigorous 
preparations  making  in  the  dif- 
ferent fen  ports  of  chat  kingdom, 
there  could  not  be  a  doubt  of  the 
propriety  cf  our  preparing  to  "a£l 
with  vigour  and  effeft  in  fupporc 
of  the  honour  of  his  majeily's  crown, 
and  the  intercfts  of  his  people.  At 
the  fame  time  the  houfe,  he  was 
confident,  would  heartily  agree  in 
his  majcily's  wifli,  that  the  prefent 
difpute  might  be  terminated  amica- 
bly, and  that  we  (hou'd  not  be 
driven  to  the  necefSty  of  having  re- 
courfe  to  micafures  of  hoitiiity. 
•  Mr.  Pitt  concluded  by  moving 
an  addrefs  in  the  ufual  form  *,  which 
beipg  feconded  by  Mr.  Grenville, 
fdr.  X^GX.rofc,  and  faid,  J>e  fhould 
give  .his  vote  moll:  heartily  for  the 
addrefs,  in  which  he  believed  the 
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houfe  would  be  unanimous.  At  the 
fame  time,  he  could  not  avoid  expref- 
fmg  a  wifh  that  the  meflage  had  been 
more  full ;  and  particularly  that  it 
ought  to  have  acquainted  the  houfe 
what  our  Ihips  were  doing  in  thole 
parts  of  America,  when  they  were 
f:;ized.  Mr.  Fox  then  remarked,  that 
it  was  now  fcarcely  a  fortnight  fince 
the  miniller  had  given  that  houfe  the 
moil  flattering  account  of  the  pro- 
fperous  rtate  of  the  country;  and  in 
no  part  of  his  fpeech  did  he  feem 
more  confident,  than  in  the  aflur- 
ances  he  gave  the  houfe  of  the  prof- 
pedl  of  the  continuance  of  peace.  He 
knew  at  that  time  that  the  lldps  had 
been  feized,  and  that  the  crews 
had  been  fent  to  a  Spanifh  port  pri- 
fbners  of  war ;  he  underftaod  that 
the  Spanifh  arabaffador  had  not 
only  avowed  the  capture,  but  ac- 
companied it  with  a  complaint  and 
requifition  that  his  majefty  would 
not  fuifcr  his  fubjeils  to  trade  on 
thofe  cOvifls,  and  lifli  in  the  fouthern 
ocean.  It  was  generally  known 
that  Spain  was  carrying  on  great 
armaments.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  better  opportunities 
«f  knowing  what  the  extent  of  the 
armament  was,  than  he  could  pre- 
tend to;  but  when  Spain  was  arm- 
ing, it  was  not  very  reafonable  to 
think  that  we  fhould  be  long  at 
peace.  He  mentioned  thefe  cir- 
cumrtances  not  only  as  proofs  of  a 
flrange  inconfillcncy  in  the  minif 
ter's  language,  but  bccaufe  the  ex- 
.  travagance  of  the  hopes  holden  out 
'by  minifters  had  added  greatly  to 
the  difappointment,  the  alarm,  and 
the  fears  of  the  public,  when  th^y 
fuddenly  found  thofe  hopes  fulfi- 
fied.  Had  not  fuch  fallacious  ex- 
pectations been  excited,  he  truited 
that  his  majefly's  meffage  would  not 
Vol.  X.KXii. 


have  had  the  eifeft  on  the  public 
funds,  and'jthe  minds  of  men,  which 
it  had  produced. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  millaken 
in  his  llatement  of  the  circumflances 
to  which  he  had  referred.  He  had 
faid,  '•'  We  knew  every  thing  when 
the  budget  was  opened,  that  we 
know  now."  The  cafe  was  dired^.y 
the  reverfe.  We  knew  nothinp-  of 
the  facts  in  quelHon,  but  what  vve 
had  learned  from  the  ilatcment  of  the 
Spanifli  ambafi'ador,  whofe  commu- 
nication was  extremely  vague  and 
general,  and  related  only  to  the 
capture  of  one  of  the  veflels,  and 
that  without  the  particulars.  He 
had  faid,  we  then  knew  the  whole 
of  the  claim  of  Spain  ;  whereas  u  c 
did  QOt  know  it  diftiniftly,  till  at  a 
period  fubfequent  to  the  budget- 
day.  Neither  did  we  know  the 
extent  of  the  preparations  of  th*; 
court  of  Spain  in  her  feveral  ports, 
till  a  very  few  days  fmce.  But  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would 
give  him  leave,  in  his  turn,  to  make 
a  fingle  remark  on  vs'hat  had  fallen 
from  him.  The  right  honourablcr 
gentleman  had  affirmed,  that  he  for 
months  had  known  of  the  arma- 
ments of  Spain,  and  yet,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  feflion,  he  h.id 
argued  on  the  propriety  of  dimi- 
nilhing  the  forces  of  the  country, 
and  had  exprcbly  contended  that 
we  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
the  court  of  Spain. 

Several  motions  for  p.ipcrs  rela- 
tive to  the  diipute  with  Spain  were 
afterwards  made  by  the  menibcrs  of 
oppofition,  the  cbjeds  of  which  were 
to  afcertaip,  Hrft,  the  precipe  rature 
of  the  tranladion  at  Nootka  Sound, 
and  the  value  of  the  trade  which  i: 
w.is  inte.ndvd  to  eftablilh  in  th:;: 
[G]  F*-: 
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part  of  the  world;  and,  fccondly,  the 
dates  of  t)ie  communication  made  by 
the  court  of  Madrid  of  the  feizure 
of  the  ErigUlh  Ihips,  and  of  its 
grounds  for  liavlng;  fo  dtMie  ;  and 
after,  the  dates  of  the  intelligence  re- 
ceive.! of  the  hoftilc  preparations  of 
t'lat  power.  Thcfe  motions  were 
m  'de  with  a  view  to  ceafure  the  con- 
iludl  of  the  chancellor  cf  the  exche- 
quer, who,  it  was  faid,  in  his  fpeech 
upon  the  opening  of  the  budget, 
had  held  foith  the  great  advantages 
of  the  foiit!-.-fea  trade,  at  the  time  he 
knew  it  to  be  both  infignificant  and 
precarious :  and  the  profpedt  of  a 
continuance  of  peace,  when  he  knew 
we  were  upon  the  point  of  being 
embroiled  with  Spain. 

I'liefe  motions  were  refifled  by 
adminiilration,  as  tending  to  a  uif- 
clofure  cf  circumftances,  which,  in 
■  the  prefent  con'ucUire,  it  would  be 
'  dangerous  to  divulge;  and  the  im- 
putations tliey  were  intended  to 
convey,  were  metwitii  a  general  de- 
nial of  their  truth,  and  declaiations 
that  they  Ihould  be  ready  to  meet 
the  charges  fully  and  direftly,  as 
foon  as  it  could  be  done  with  pro- 
prietv.  Upon  a  divifion,  there  ap- 
peared for  the  produdion  of  papers 
121,  agamil  it  213. 

A  motion  was  alfo  made  by  Mr. 
Francis,  for  an  account  of  all  the 
appointments  of  ambaiuuiors  to  M  a- 
drid  ilnce  the  lali:  peace,  the  Talari ?s 
paid  them,  and  the  periods  of  their 
refidcnce.  This  motion  being  ac- 
ceded to,  and  the  papers  laid  be- 
fore the  houfe,  Mr.  Francis  moved  a 
Tefolution  grounded  upon  them,  that 
it  appearing,  "  that  fince  the  year 
1783,  four  ambailadors  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  court  of  Madrid,  and 
an  expence  incurred  on  their  ac- 
count of  35,602/.  and  that  no  am- 
baflhdorb  had  refided  there  but  for 


thirteen  months,  his  majelty  Hiould 
be  rcquefted  to  give  dii-cdidns  for 
the  due  performance  in  future  of 
(he  ferviccs  belonging  to  thofe  ap- 
pointments." In  anfwer  to  the  charge 
implied  in  Mr.  Francis's  motion,  a 
circumllantial  account  was  given  of 
the  caufes,  which  had  prevented  the 
refidenceof '.he  anibafliidors  in  Spain; 
and  the  order  of  the  day  being  call  •' 
cd  for,  the  houfe  divided,  for  the 
order  95,  againll  it  59. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  addrefs, 
in  anlwer  to  the  m.efTage,  was  moved 
by  the  duke  of  Leeds,  and  fecondcd 
by  lord  Rawdon,  and  a  motion  for 
the  produdion  of  papers  relative  to 
the  capture  of  the  \efl'els,  and  to  the 
armaments  preparing  in  Spain,  was 
negatived  v.ithout  a  divifion.  On 
the  12th  of  May,  another  motion 
was  made  by  the  earl  of  Kinnoul 
upon  the  fam.e  fubjed.  His  lord- 
fhip  cbfcrved,  that  for  his  own  part, 
he  Ihould  not  hefit^.te  to  declare, 
that  he  Itrongly  fufpeded  the  mi- 
ni llcr  of  having,,  for  purpofes  belt 
known  to  himfelf,  kept  back,  for  a 
confiderable  time,  the  information 
given  to  the  houfe  by  his  majeily's 
mefiage.  He  fufpeded  adminiftra- 
tion  alfo  of  having  negieded  to 
make  a  timely  preparation,  propor- 
tioned to  the  armament^s  of  Spain, 
by  ^^'hich  negled  that  country  had 
been  encouraged,  to  defend  the  ag- 
greflion  compiained  of.  He  con- 
demned his  majelly's  fervants  for 
having  deluded  t  le  country  by  liold- 
ing  out  a  profped  of  permanent 
peace,  when  they  muit:  have  known 
of  the  probable  grounds  of  an  ap- 
proaching war.  Fie  judged  it  pro- 
per, therefore,  to  move  for  the  date 
of  the  firil  ofncial  information  re- 
ceived. He  wifned  not  to  move  for 
any  paper  that  could  be  objeded  to 
on  the  grounds  of  ilate  fccrecy.  The 
fii'bilar.ce 
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■fubftance  of  the  informatiofi  given 
in  the  reinonllrance  of  the  Spanifh 
ambalTador  had  been  Hated  in  his 
znajelly's  mellage  ;  he  dcrired,on])^ 
to  have  the  date  of  the  receipt  of 
that  information.  This  could  in  no 
ways  prove  iajuriou;;  to  the  intercfts 
cf  the  country,  and  he  thought  it 
would  neither  be  candid  to  the  houfe, 
nor  honourable  to  the  ininiiter,  to  re- 
fufe  it.  In  conclafion,  Lord  Kinnoul 
moved  for  "  Art  humble  addrefs  to 
his  Majctly,  that  he  would  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  order  to  be  laid 
before  the  houfe,  the  date  of  the 
receipt  of  the  renionilrance  prefcnt- 
ed  by  the  Spanifh  ambaflador  to  his 
majelly's  minifters,  by  order  of  his 
court." 

'  Lord  VValfingham  then  rofe,  and 
faid,  that  the  motion  of  the  noble 
lord  could  not  be  agreed  to,  unlefs 
the  Jioufc  departed  from  a  rule 
which  they  had  invariably  and  wife- 
ly obferved;  that  of  never  fuffering 
papers  to  be  produced  relative  to  a 
iiegociation  with  a  foreign  power, 
pending  fuch  a  nsgociaticn. 

The  motion  was  fupported  by  lord 
Portchcrter,  lord  Carliile,  and  lord 
Stormont  :-^and  the  queftion  being 
put,  the  houfe  divided,  and  there 
appeared,  contents  34,  non-con- 
tents 53. 

On  the  loth  of  May  a  vote  ofcre-i 
dit  for  one  million  palled  the  houfe 
of  commons  without  oppofitibn. 

In  our  30th  volume  we  have  given 
a  particular  account  of  the  compcn-* 
fation  voted  for  the  American  loy- 
aliils,  of  the  principles  upon  whicii 
it  v/as  dilhibuted,  and  of  tJ»e  cafe  of 
Mr.  Harford. 

Our  readers  \vi])  alfo  find  at  the 
end  of  the  h!>Iforic:.l  p^rt  of  this  vo- 
lume, a  ilatcmcrt  laid  before  the 
i^oufe  of  co'rnions  of  the  claims 
ro;uie,  and  oi  lofliss  allowed  bv  the 


commifTioners  for  examining  the 
claims  of  the  American  loyalilLs  On 
tlie  1 1  th  of  May,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  after  ftating  the  a- 
mount  of  the  claims  given  in  by  the 
American  loyalitts,  the  amount  al- 
lowed by  the  commifiioners,  and  the 
fums  already  paid,  moved,  that  the 
fum  of  224,000/.  be  granted  for  far- 
ther payments ;  and  the  fum  of 
32,000/.  to  make  gorri  the  loiTes 
fuilained  by  certain  perfons,  "inhabi- 
tants of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. Some  of  thefe,  he  faid,  had 
fullained  very  heavy  lolTes  by  a  con- 
dufX  which  entitled  them  to  the  mu- 
nificence of  this  country ;  and  it 
was  found  on  enquiry,  that  the  rea- 
fon  why  they  had  not  applied  in  per- 
Ion  for  compcnfation,  was,  that  their 
loifes  had  deprived  them  of  the 
means  of  leaving  America.  At  the 
fame  time  be  gave  notice,  that  on 
the  enfuing  Tuefday  he  fliould  pro- 
pofe  a  compenfation,  in  the  way  of 
perpetual  annuity,  to  the  Penn  fa- 
mily, whofe  lofles  were  cfliuiated  br 
the  commillioners  at  500,000/.  and, 
^.Kq,  for  fome  other  claims  not  yet 
provided  for. 

He  then  moved  a  mode  of  com- 
penfation for  fueh  perfons  as  fuftain- 
ed  lofles  by  fupplying  the  army 
or  the  navy  v/ith  llores,  provifiont, 
&c.;  for  fijcii  as  fnfFcredby  the  cef- 
fion  of  Florida  ;  and  for  fuch  as  fuf- 
ftred  by  loffes  of  income  arifm'g 
from  oflices. 

On  the  14th,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  called  the  attention  oi" 
the  committee  to  the  lofTes  fuftainc(i 
by  the  family  of  Penn.  Their  cafe, 
he  fajd,  wss  d^fferen^  from  that- 
of  any  other  of  the  American  loyal- 
iuS,  and  could  not  be  governed  by 
any  of  the  rules  already  laid  dowr: 
by  the  aoufe.  He  Hated  their  ai- 
lov,i-d  lufj  to  Jje  fco.cco.'.  't.nd  pro- 
[O  a  J  pofei 
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pofed  to  grant  to  them  and  their 
keirs  an  annuity  of  4000  /.  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  confolidated  fund.  He 
obferved,  that  the  Hate  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  fcnfible  of  the  great  merit  of 
the  family,  had  granted  a  fum  of 
1 30,000  /.  fterling,  to  be  paid  by  in- 
flalments.  The  faft,  however,  was, 
that  11,000/.  was  all  that  had  been 
paid,  though  the  family  had  no  rea- 
fon  to  doubt  the  ulrimate  payment. 
He  thought  that  the  granting  of  this 
annuity,  in  the  manner  propofed, 
would  be  a  ftrong  mark  of  the  na- 
tional generofity  and  refpe£l  for  the 
fervices  of  their  great  anceiior.  He 
hoped  the  committee  would  think 
with  him,  that  the  annuity  he  had 
propofed  was  neither  profufe  on  the 
one  hand,  nor  fparing  on  the  other. 
He  concluded  by  moving  a  refolu- 
tion  for  granting  the  faid  annuity 
from  the  5th  of  January  1 790. 

Mr.  F.  Montagu  and  other  mem- 
bers were  of  opinion,  that  5000/. 
ought  to  be  the  leaft  fum  granted  as 
anar.nuity  to  that  refpeclable  fami- 
ly. Mr.  Wiimot argued,  that  taking 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  Harford,  whofe  lols 
was  eitimated  at  230,000  /.  and  vvJio 
received  a  compenfation  of  70,000/, 
as  a  rule,  a  grant  of  5000/.  per  an- 
num would  IHII  be  belov/  the  mark. 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Francis  thought 
4000/.  fufficieat,and  declaring  they 
Ihould  take  the  knk  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  that  fum  was  agreed  upon 
without  a  dlvifion. 

On  the  17th  of  May,  a  meflage 
from  his  majeily  was  delivered  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  ac- 
quainting the  houfe  with  his  inten- 
tions of  granting  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Willis,  a  penfior>  of  one  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  nett,  for  tv/enty-one 
years  ;  and  requefting  the  affiitance 
of  parliament  for  that  purpofe :  a 
bill  was  the  next  day  ordered  to  be 


brought  in  for  the  purpofe  rtien- 
tioned  in  the  meffage,  and  pafled 
both  houfes. 

On  the  26th  of  May  the  houfe 
having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houle,  upon  the 
tontine  ad.  of  the  lalt  feilions,  Mr. 
Pitt  begged  leave  to  remind  the 
committee,  that  the  tontine  had  ori- 
ginally been  propofed  as  an  experi- 
ment, and,  at  the  time,  it  had  ap- 
peared to  him  a  reafonable  expedla- 
tion,  that  it  would  have  proved 
of  equal  advantage  to  the  public 
and  the  fubfcribers.  This,  how- 
ever, had  not  been  the  cafe ;  and  al- 
though the  tontine  originally  bore 
a  premium,  it  had  flnce  been  at  a 
confiderable  difcount,  and  if  per- 
filted  in  according  to  the  original 
terms,  the  individuals  who  had  taken 
the  whole  of  it  muft  fuitain  a  very 
confiderable  lofs ;  an  event  which 
he  had  little  doubt  but  that  the 
committee  would  feel  it  became 
them  to  endeavour  to  guard  againfl, 
and  the  more  efpecially,  if  any  means 
of  doing  fo  could  be  fuggefted  which 
would  not  militate  againft  the  pub- 
lic intereil.  The  committee  w  ould 
recoJleft,  that  when  he  had  firft 
opened  the  fubjeft,  with  a  view  of 
aHbrding  the  original  fubfcribers 
reliiff,  he  had  hinted  at  enlarging 
the  time  of  r.^mination  from  Oftober 
to  April ;  but,  tipon  mature  confi- 
deration,  it  had  appeared,  that  al- 
though fuch  a  ixieafure  U'ould  afford 
the  original  fubfcribers  eflential  re- 
lief,  it  could  not  be  adopted  with 
perfcd  fecurity  to  thofe  perfons  wlio 
had  been  already  nominated  ;  and 
therefore,  it  had  been  confidered  as 
advifenble  to  pufh  that  propofition 
no  farther.  He  meant  to  propofe 
to  give  thofe  who.  held  the  (hares  of 
the  tontine  an  option  of  exchanging 
it  for  long  annuities,  and  to  em- 
3  powe-r 
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power  the  commiflioners  of  the  trea- 
iury  to  nominate  to  the  fhares,  which 
might  be  Vacant  when  the  period  of 
nomination  to  Ihares  fhould  expire, 
which  would  be  in  Odober  next, 
and  to  hold  the  fame  for  the  pi»blic. 
By  thefe  means  gentlemen  would 
fee  that  faith  would  be  kept  with  the 
perfons  whofe  lives  were  already  in- 
terelied,  the  original  fubfcribers 
would  be  refcued  from  the  rifque 
they  at  prefent  ran,  in  confequence 
of  a  fpeculation,  which,  />>jma  /ar;e, 
had  undoubtedly  been  a  laudable 
one,  and  the  public  itfelf  would  be 
no  fufFerer. 

The  propofition  of  Mr.  Pitt,  after 
fome  oppofition,  in  which  it  was 
urged  that  the  fubfcribers  might 
conceive  thcmielves  to  be  injured, 
and  confequently  that  their  confent 
ought  to  be  obtained,  was  adopted 
by  the  committee,  and  a  bill  paffed 
both  houfes  for  carrying  it  into  ef- 
fect.     , 

The  fubjed  of  the  flave  trade  was 
ag.'^.in  moved  by  Mr.  Wilberforce 
early  in  the  feffion.  The  evidence 
produced  by  the  planters  was  rot 
gone  through  till  near  the  clofc,  and 
the  remaining  time  was  employed 
in  examining  fome  additional  wit- 
neflcs  in  favour  of  the  abolition. 
The  further  confideration  of  the 
fubjCift  was  then  adjourned. 

Upon  the  i6th  day  of  February, 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Hallings  re-com- 
menced in  Wertminller-hall,  being 
the  iifty-fifth  day  of  the  litting  of 
the  court.  The  court  fate  in  this 
feflion  but  thirteen  days,  in  which 
the  managers  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons went  through  the  charge  re- 
lative to  the  receipt  of  prefents, 
which  was  opened  by  Mr.  Anlbu- 
ther,  and  the  evidence  fummed  up 
and  oblerved  upon,  in  a  fpeech  which 
lailed  two  days,  by  Mr.  Fox.    The 


[lOI 

court  adjourned  on  Wedncfday  the 
9th  of  June,  being  the  fixty-eighth 
day. 

On  the  1 1  th  day  of  May,  Mr. 
Burke  called  the  attention  of  the 
houfe  to  a  motion  he  had  to  offer 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  protraded 
continuance  of  the  trial.  After  fome 
obfervations  upon  the  petition  pre- 
fented  by  Mr.  Haftings  to  tlie  houfe 
of  Lords,  he  adverted  to  what  he 
conceived  to  be  the  principal  caufes 
of  its  not  having  been  brought  to  a 
fpeedier  conclulion  :  the  firlt  was, 
the  determination  of  the  houfe  of 
Lords,  obtained  at  the  iriitance  of 
Mr.  Haftings,  to  proceed  upon  all 
the  articles  of  charge  before  they 
came  to  any  decilion ;  anotlier 
was,  that  the  counfel  for  Mr.  Haf- 
tings had  infilled  upon  reading  pa- 
pers at  large  inllead  of  extracts :  but 
what  occafioned,  perhaps,  the  great- 
eft  delav,  was,  that  the  managers 
were  not  made  acquainted  with  the 
grounds  and  extent  of  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  dccifions  of  the 
houfe  of  Lordswere  made  refpefting 
the  admiflibility  of  evidence.  This 
made  it  impolTible  for  them  to 
know  how  far  the  next  queftions, 
which  they  intended  to  put,  might, 
or  might  not,  militate  againft  thofe 
principles.  He  concluded  by  mov- 
ing the  follovving  refolutions  ; 

"  That  this  houfe,  taking  into 
"  confideration  the  interruptions 
*'  occafioned  by  the  occupations  of 
"  the  judges  and  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
"  as  alfo  the  impediments  which 
"  have  occurred,  or  may  occur,  in 
"  the  coorfe  of  the  trial  of  the  im- 
"  pcachment  of  Warren  Haftings, 
"  Efq;  doth,  v/ithout  meaning  to 
"  abandon  the  truth  or  importance 
"  of  the  charges,  authorife  the  ma- 
"  nagcrs  of  tlieir  faid  impeachment, 
"  to  infift  only  upon,  iuch  and  10 
[G  3]  many 
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-»*  many  of  the  f.iid  charges  as  ihall 
*'  appear  to  them  the  moll  condu- 
♦'  civc  to  the  obtaining  fpeedy  and 
"  effcflual  juftice  againit  the  faid 
"  Warren  HalHngs." 

2d,  "  That  the  commons  of  Great 
*'  Britain  in  parliament  aflombled, 
"•  from  a  regard  to  their  o\vn  ho- 
"^  nour,  and  from  the  duty  which 
*'  they  owe  to  all  the  commons  of 
'■'  Great  Britain,  in  whofe  nam.e^  as 
"  well  as  in  their  own,  they  a6l  in 
*•'  the  public  prorecutions  by  them 
"  carried  on  before  the  houfe  of 
"  Lords,  are  bound  to  perfevere  in 
"  their  impeachment  againil  Waj-- 
*•■  ren  HaiHng?,  Efq;  late  governor- 
"  general  of  Bengal,  until  judgment 
*'  may  be  obtained  upon  the  moft 
"  important  articles  in  the  fame." 

On  the  17th  of  May  complaint 
was  made  to  the  houle  by  general 
Burgoyne  of  a  libellous  publication 
infertedinone  of  the  morning  papers 
with  the  fignatare  of  John  Scott,  a 
member  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
grofsly  reflefting  upon  the  conduft  of 
the  managers  of  the  impeachment, 
and  upon  the  juftice  of  that  houfe. 
The  letter  was  then  read  by  the  clerk, 
and  major  Scott  being  called  io  an- 
fwer  this  complaint,  avowed  himfelf 
to  be  the  author  of  the  letter  in 
queftion  ;  and  at  the  fam.e  tim.e  de- 
clared, that  no  man  living  had  a 
.higher  refpeft  for  the  rules  of  the 
houfe  than  he  had  ;  and  if  he  had 
-broken  them,  \it  had  done  fo  unin- 
tentionally, and  was  forry  for  it. 
The  honourable  major  then  entered 
into  a  general  juftification  of  his 
letter,  and  declared,  that  if  he  had 
,)^een  guilty  of  an  error  in  his  con- 
dud,  he  had  been  drawn  into  it  by 
■ffreat  examples.  He  then  enterad 
into  a  variety  of.  publications  by 
JVIr.  Burke,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  ge- 


neral Burgoyne,  which  he  confi-. 
dered  to  be  by  far  ftrcnger  libeb 
than  he  had  ever  written. 

Major  Scott,  according  to  th« 
pradice  of  the  houfe,  having  given 
in  his  defence,  imm.ediately  with- 
drew. 

General  Burgoyne  then  moved^ 
"  That  it  is  againil:  the  law  and 
ufage  of  parliament,  and  a  high 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  houfe, 
to  write  or  publilh,  or  caufe  to  be 
written  or  publiihcd,  any  fcandalous 
or  libellous  refleclions  on  the  honour 
and  juftice  of  this  houfe,  in  any  of 
the  impeachments  or  profecuticns  in 
which  it  is  engaged."  Which  be- 
ing voted  without  a  divifion,  he 
next  moved,  "  That  it  appears  to 
this  houfe,  that  the  letter  now  deli- 
vered in,  is  a  fcandalous  and  libel- 
lous paper  reflecting  on  the  honour 
and  juftice  of  this  houfe,  and  on  the 
condufl  of  the  managers  appointed 
to  conducl  the  impeachment  now- 
proceeding  againft  Warren  Hall- 
ings,  efq." 

Upon  the  fuggefdon  of  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  that  in  a 
matter  relative  to  their  own  privi- 
leges, and  efpecially  a§  a  great 
laxity  of  pradice  had  of  late  years 
obtained  with  refpect  to  publica- 
tions upon  the  proceedings  of  par- 
liament, the  houfe  ought  to  proceed 
v\ith  all  poiliblc  caution.  He  then 
mioved,  that  the  debate  be  adjourn- 
ed to  Thurfday,  the  27th  of  May. 
it  was  then  refumed,  and  after  a 
long  converfation,  in  which  the 
prevailing  abufes  of  the  freedom  of 
the  prefs  were  pointedly  difcufled, 
the  motion  was  adopted. 

It  was  then  moved,  "  That  John 
Scott,  efq.  a  member  of  that  houfe, 
in  publiihing  the  faid  letter,  was 
guilty  of  a  grofs  and  fcandalous  li- 
4.  bplj 
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bel,refle(^ing  upon  tliehoafe  of  com- 
inoHs,  and  upon  the  maiir.ger:  of  the 
impeachment." 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by  Mr, 
Wig]ey,\vho  thought  tliat  tJie  houfe, 
in  its  jullice,  ought  not  to  proceed 
in  a  fevere  manner  ag-ainU  the  Iio- 
nourable  member;  v/ha,  he  faid, 
had  already  made  the  niofl  fatiifac- 
tory  and  fufHcient  apology  for  what 
he  llood  accufcd  of.  He  then  made 
a  number  oF  obfcrvations  on  fe- 
veral  pamphlets  written  by  gentle- 
men on  the  fide  of  oppofition  ;  and 
thought  that  the  houfe,  as  well  as  the 
honourable  member  accufed,  had  a 
right  to  enquire  into  the  nature  of 
thofe  pamphlets,  and  to  proceed 
upon  them  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  houfe  is  now  doing  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe. 

After  feveral  amendments  pro- 
pofed  by  diiierent  members,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  motion  {hould  liand 
as  follows  :  *'  That  John  Scott,  efq. 
having  avowed  hjmfelf  tqbe  the  wri- 
ter of  the  faid  letter,  was  guilty  of  a 
violation  of  his  duty  as  a  member  of 
that  houfe,  and  of  refletTling  upon. die 
managers  of  the  impeachment." 

Mr.  Jekyll  then  moved  the  pre- 
vious queftion ;  which  was  nega- 
tived, and  the  motion,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

General  Burgcyne  then  moved, 
"  That  major  Scott  be  reprimanded 
at  the  bar  of  that  houfe,  for  his  con- 
dud  in  publilliing  the  iaid  libel." 
•  This  motion  brought  on  a  very 
long  and  perfonal  debate,  in  which 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  und  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham  took  a  part;  ai>d,  after  a  confi- 
derable  oppofition,  it  was  agreed 
that  major  Scott  fliould  be  repri- 
jnanded  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  moved,  that  John 
Scott,  efq;  do  attend  in  his  place  in 
■that,  houfe  to-morrow. 


The  order  of  the  day  being  ti-ien 
r.'ad  for  the  attendance  of  Joim 
Scott,  efq.  in  his  place,  and  the 
Grangers  being  ordered  to  with- 
draw, he  ^'I'as  reprimanded  by  the 
fpeaker  in  the  following  terms: 

"  Mr.  Scott,  the.  houie  have  re- 
fdlved,  that  ydu,  being  the  abthor  of- 
a  letter  which  the  houfe  have  de- 
clared to  be  a  fcandalous  and  libel- 
lous paper,  retleiting  on  the  lionijur 
and  jufiice  of  this  houfe,  rnd  on.  the 
conduit  of  the  managers  appointed 
to  manage  the  impeachment  now  de- 
pending againft  Warren  HalHngs, 
efq.  are  guilty  of  a  violation  of  your 
duty  as  a  member  of  this  houfe.  and 
of  a  high  breach  of  the  pri\  ilege  of 
this  houfe. 

"  On  the  nature  and  magnitude 
of  your  offence  it  is  unneceflary  for 
me  to  dwell :  whatever  has  a  ten- 
dency to  depreciate  the  honour  and 
julHce  of  this  houfe,  particularly  in 
theexercife  of  its  inquifuorial  func- 
tions, tends  in  the  fame  proportion 
to  weaken  and  degrade  the  energies 
and  dignity  of  the  Britilli  conftitu- 
tion. 

"  The  privileges  of  this  houfe 
have  a  claim  to  the  refpc«5l  of  every 
fubjedl  of  this  country.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  this  houfe,  it  is  your  duty^  as 
it  is  a  part  of  your  trull,  to  fupport 
and  prote>5l  them.  Had  a  fenfe  of 
thefc  obligations  produced,  its  due 
influence  on  your  mind  and  conduct, 
you  would  have  avoided  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  houfe,  and  I  ibould 
have  been  fpared  the  pain  of  de- 
claring to  you  the  refult  of  it.  Tiia 
moderation  of  the  houfe  is  not, 
however,  lefs  manifell  on  this  ccca- 
fion,  than  their  jull  fenfe  of  their 
own  dignity,  and  of  the  importance 
of  their  own  privileges.  Jt  is  my 
duty,  in  addrelfmg  you,  to  be  guid- 
ed by  the  lenity  which  marks  tlulr 

[G4]  prr)- 
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proceedings ;  and  in  the  perfuafion 
that  tJie  judgment  of  the  houfe  will 
operate  as  an  efFt;£lual  admonition 
to  yourfelf  and  to  others,  I  forbear 
to  iay  more,  than  that  the  houfe 
have  direftfd  that  I  reprimand  you 
for  your  faid  offence ;  and,  in  obe- 
dience to  their  commands,  I  do  re- 
primand you  accordingly." 

On  the  ioth  day  of  June,  the  king 
put  an  end  to  the  fefilon  by  a  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  in  which  he  ac- 
tjuainted  the  two  houfes  that  he  liad 
yet  received  no  fatisfadlory  anfwer 
from  Madrid ;  and  was  therefore 
under  the  necelTity  of  continuing  to 
proceed  with  expedition  and  vigour 
in  preparations  for  war,  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  which  he  had  received 
the  fcrongeil  aflurances  from  his  al- 
Jies,  of  their  determination  to  fulfil 
the  engagements  of  the  exifling 
treaties.. 

He  thsn  informed  theqi  of  his  in- 
tention of  immediately  difiblving 
the  prefent,  and  calling  a  new  pr;r- 
iiament;  thanked  them  for  the  proofs 
they  had  given  of  loyally  to  his  per- 
fon,  of  attachment  to  the  principles 
of  the  conftitution,  and  of  attention 
to  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of 
■?he  people  ;  and  concluded  by  de- 
claring, that  as  the  loyally  and  pub- 
lic fpirit,  the  induftry  and  enterpi  iz.e 
cf  his  fubjefts,  had  feconded  their 
exertions,  fo  he  could  rely  on  their 
fenfe  of  the  advantages  which  they 
at  prefent  experience,  as  well  as  on 
their  uniform  and  afFeflionate  at- 
tachment to  his  perfon  and  govern- 
ment, for  a  continuance  of  that  har- 
mony and  confdence  which  muft  at 
all  times  aitord  the  fureft  means  of 
meeting  the  exigencies  of  war,  or 
of  cultivating,  with  increafing  bene- 
fit, the  blefTings  of  peace. 

On  the  day  following  this  parlia- 
iii^nr,  which  was  the  fixteenth  par- 


liament of  Great-Britain,  and  had 
now  fat  feven  feflions,  was  difToIved 
by  proclamation. 

Previous  to  meeting  of  the  par- 
liament of  Ireland,  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham,  after  a  refidence  of 
two  year.s  was  recalled  from  that 
kingdom,  and  the  Earl  of  Weftmor- 
land  appointed  the  lord  lieutenant 
in  his  rtcad ;  a  meafure  vvhicli  was 
probably  adopted  on  account  of 
the  miiunderflanding  which  had 
happened  in  the  laft  feffion  between 
the  houfe  of  commons  and  the  for- 
mer, upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  re- 
gency ;  and  in  order  to  prevent 
any  obftruftion  to  die  affairs  of  go- 
vernment, that  might  arife  fropi  a 
retrofpeft  to  the  traniadions  of  that 
period. 

The  feffion  was  opened  on  the 
twenty-firft  day  of  January  by  a 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  which  went 
upon  the  ufual  topics ;  but  upon  the 
report  of  the  addrefs  an  addition  tq 
it  was  moved,  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
by  lord  Portarlington,  and  by  Mr. 
Grattan,  in  the  commons,  expref- 
fmg  "  the  apprehenfions  wliich  they 
"  entertained  from  the  great  in- 
"  creafe  of  minifterial  influence  and 
"  corruption,  and  requelHng  his 
*'  Majefty  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the 
"  growing  evil,  by  aboliihing  un- 
"  necelTary  and  burthenfome  placc^ 
"  and  eftablifhments."  This  amend- 
ment was  rejedled  in  both  houfes, 
after  long  and  warm  debates,  by 
large  majorities  in  tiie  houfe  of 
lords;  a  ftiong  and  fpirited  protell 
was  entered  and  figned  by  the 
eight  diflenting  peers. 

On  the  fivii  of  February,  Mr. 
Grattan,  after  reprobating,  in  a  long 
fpeech,  the  corrupt  fyftem  of  go- 
vernment which  prevailed  in  that 
country,  and  pointing  out  the  ne^ 
ceflity  for  that  houfe  to  interfere 

for 
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for  the  purpofe  of  protefting  the- 
people  from  the  burthens  it  occa- 
iioned,  made  the  following  motion, 
"  That  the  refolutions  of  this  houie 


number  than  14;  that  fo  rapid  an 
increafe  of  phices,  together  with  the 
number  of  additional  penfions,  could 
not  but  alarm  the  houfe  ;  and  iho' 


"  againfl  increafing  the  number  of    they  never  could  entertain  a  doubt 


the  commiflioners  of  the  revenue, 
*'  and  dividing  the  boards,  be  laid 
"  before  his  Majefty,  with  an  hum- 
"  ble  addrefs,  that  his  Majefly  will 
**  be  gracloufly  plcafed  to  order  to 
*'  be  laid  before  this  houfe  the  par- 
*•  ticulars  of  the  reprefentations,  in 
"  confequence  of  which  two  new 
"  commiflioners  of  cuftoms  have 
*'  been  added,  notv/ithflanding  the 
"  refolutions  of  this  houle  ;  and  alfo 
"  that  his  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly 
*'  pleafed  to  communicate  to  his 
•"  faithful  commons  the  names  of 
"  the  perfons  concerned  in  recom- 
"  mending  that  meafurc." 

Mr.  ConoUy  feconded  the  mo- 
tion, which,  after  much  debate,  was 
jcjeded  by  a  divifion  by  a  majority 
of  135  to  80. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Forbes  called  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  to  the  increafe 
of  the  penfion  lii1;,  and  moved  an 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  to  communi- 
cate to  the  houfe  the  names  of  thofe 
xninifters  -  who  advifed  the  fame. 
This  motion  was  alfo  rejected  by  a 
;najority  of  136  to  92. 

The  members  in  oppohtion  were 
not  difcou raged  by  thefe  repeated 
defeats.  On  the  15th  of  February, 
Mr.G.  Ponfonby  moved  to  reprefent 
to  his  Majefty,  "  That  his  faithful 
commons,  having  taken  into  confi- 
deration  the  growth  of  public  ex- 
pence  in  the  laft  year,  could  not  but 
obferve  many  new  and  increafed 
falaries  annexed  to  offices  granted  to 
members  of  that  houfe,  no  fewer  in 


of  his  Majefty's  afFcdiou  and  re- 
gard for  his  loyal  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, yet  they  feared  that  his  Ma- 
jefty's fervants  may,  by  mifinforma- 
tion,  fo  far  have  abufed  his  Majef- 
ty's confidence  as  to  have  advifed 
iuch  meafures  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
creafing influence."  Mr.  Grattan 
feconded  the  motion :  and  at  one 
o'clock,  after  a  long  debate,  the 
queftion  was  put,  and  the  houfe  di- 
vided, when  there  appeared,  ayes 
87,  noes  146. 

About  the  fame  time  the  follow- 
ing refolution  was  movtd  in  the 
houfe  of  peers  by  the  duke  of  Lcinfter : 

"  Whereas  the  lord  viicount 
Strangford  has  been  deprived  of  a 
penfion,  which,  at  the  requeft  of 
this  houfe,  his  Majefty  was  gra- 
cioufly pleafed  to  grant  him,  until 
an  adequate  provihon  fliould  be 
made  for  him  in  his  own  line  of 
profeflion :  and  whereas  no  caufe 
has  been  fuggefrcd  or  communicat- 
ed to  the  noble  lord  for  fuch  mark 
of  his  Majefty's  difpleafure :  the 
houfe,  therefore,  has  every  ground 
to  believe,  that  the  fame  had  refe- 
rence to  his  condud  in  parliament 
in  the  laft  feflions ;  and  declare  and 
refolve,  that  the  advifer  of  the  mea- 
fure  aded  diiicrpr-<5tfully  to  this 
houfe,  unconftitutionally,  and  un- 
dutifully  to  his  Majefty." 

The  motion  being  put  and  nega- 
tived by  a  majority  of  20,  a  ftrong 
pro-, eft  was  afterwards  entered  in 
the  journals  *. 

T]ie 


*  The  protcft  was  as  follows  : 

Dissentient, 

Bccavife  we  conceive  that  the  power  of  gr-ii>iii\f;  penfions  was  originally  veftcd  in 

the  ciown,  to  ciial)le  the  fovercign,  whom  tin  miiltiiution  rej^ards  as  the  foiititaiii 

pi  gratifica:ioii  and  of  mercy,  to  promote  p-ihlic  virtue,  by  rcwanling  eminent  lei- 

vicei  iind  Iranfccndcnt  UKrit,  and  to  rilicvc  the  dilli't-fs  uuo  whicii  nunof  ancient  anil 

illuliiiou& 
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The  narliament  was  fooQ  after-  of  April  was  diffolved  by  procla-. 
wards,  prorogued,  and  on  the  eighth     mation. 

ilhiftrious  ftmilv  may  have  fallen,  without  any  fault  of  their  own  ;  and  we  are 
fivmlv  pcrfuaded,  that  if  pennons  were  to  be  thus  only  applied,  inftead  of  a  difgracc 
and  ^ritvance,  they  would  become  an  honour  and  ndvantsge  to  the  country;  and 
that  the  national  expence,  which  would  by  this  reftriftion  be  reduced  to  a  compa- 
rative trifle,  would  he  borne  and  provided  for  with  the  utmolt  alacrity  ;  the  wanton 
application  and  profuie  excrhitancy  of  fuch  gratuities,  and  not  t^e  power  of  grant- 
in^-them,  having  ever  been  theob)t.cl  of  complaint  and  animadverhor. — thepenfion 
lilt,  and  not  the  penlion  elh'.blilhment. 

Becaufe  we  conceive,  that  from  his  rank,  and  circumftar.ces  no  man  had  ever  yet 
a  ftronger  and  more  rightful  claim  to  the  royal  bounty  than  the  lord  vifcount  Strang- 
ford,  in  confequcnce  of  which,  and  oii  the  unanimous  addrefs  of  this  hcufc,  a  pen- 
Jion  of  400/.  ferann.  was,  by  his  Majcfty's  humane  goodnefs  and  gracious  con- 
tlelcenfion  to  the  wifhes  of  liis  faithfnl  fubjefts  the  peers  of  this  realm,  granted  to 
him  ;  of  which  penfion,  however,  he  has  been  lately  deprived  without  any  caufe 
whatlbever  having  been  afligned  for  fuch  deprivation. 

Eccaufe  that  when  a  peniion  has  been  granted  to  a  member  of  this  hcufe,  in 
confequence  of  an  addrefs  from  the  lords,  we  humbly  conceive  that  to  adviie  his 
Majedy  to  revoke  the  faid  penfion,  without  previoufly  acquainting  their  lordihips 
with  fuch  intention,  and'with  reafons  of  fuch  revocation,  is  highly  difrefpeftful  to 
^^arliament,  and  derogatory  from  the  dignity  of  this  houfe. 

Becaufe  we  have  every  ground  to  believe  t!.it,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  the  lord 
vifcount  Strangford  has  been  deprived  of  his  penfion  on  account  of  his  conduft  in 
parli:imeni,as  well  from  the  fdence  of  niinillers  refpefting  the  caufe  of  this  public 
mark,  of  his  Majefty's  difplt-afure,  as  becaufe  at  the  period  of  the  faid  de- 
privation, and  of  many  otl'.ers  evidently  on  the  fame  account,  we  have  feen  pen- 
lions  and  place?,  fome  of  them  created  for  the  occafion,  and  even  the  higheft  favours 
fcf  ilie  crovv-n  lavifi'ied  with  a  mere  than  ulual  indecency  of  protufion  and  corrupt 
extravagance,  manifeftly  with  the  vievv'  of  obtaining  undue  mfiuence  in  Parlia- 
nu-nt — miniftry  having  thus  evinced  the  tendency  of  their  punifhments  by  that  of 
their  rewards.  Neither  can  we,  on  this  occafion,  avoid  lamenting  the  additional  con- 
v'.£\ion,  which-evcry  day  brings  along  with  it,  ofthe  juftice  of  our  apprehtrifions, 
that  the  afoiefaid  mealiires,  together  with  many  others,  which  have  for  feme  time 
pa.^  unceafingly  alarmed  us,  are  to  be  confidered  only  as  parts  of  a  general  fyf- 
icm  10  undeimirie  tl  e  l;l)ertie3  of  this  country  by  coiTupticn,  and  to  overthrow, 
hv  fapp'ng  them  from  within,  thofe  bulwarks  of  cur  conititution,  which  are  too 
Urong  to  be  openly  attacked  with  any  probabilny  of  fuccefs. 

Eecaufe  we  conceive,  that  to  punilh  any  member  of  parliament  on  account  of  his 
parl-memaiy  condu^,  by  depriving  him  of  that  which  he  poflefied  from  his  Majcfty's 
favour,  is  in  the  higheft  degree  unconftitutional,  being  a  direft  interference  ofthe 
executive  power  wiih  the  peculiar  province  and  privilege  of  parliament,  and  an  open 
attack  upon  that  freedom  of  the  legiAative  body  which  is  fo  effential  to  public  li- 
berty; and  we  are  therefore  decidedly  and  firmly  of  opinion,  that  the  man  who 
sdvifed  our  mod  gracious  Icvereign,  whofe  truly  royal  mind  is,  we  are  confident, 
iitttrly  incapable  of  any  fuch  meaUire,  unlefs  grofsly  abufed  and  milled,  to  revoke 
the  penfion  io  rightfully  and  humanely  granted  to  the  lord  vifcount  Strangford, 
h;:s  .iffcd  not  only  difrefpeftfuUy  to  this  houfe,  but  in  manifeft  violation  of  the  fun- 
tl'iir.enta!  principles  ofthe  ccnftitution. 

Leinster, 

Cork  and  Orrery, 

MOIRA, 


Farnham, 
Chari-hmont, 
Portarmngto??, 
Rd.  Clonfert. 


C  H   A  p. 
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Prccee^ir.gs  of  the  national  affemhly  after  the  ne^jj  la^jj  had  efahlijhed  fome 
order  and  fecurity  in  Paris.  Apply  clofdy  to  the  'vnji  ?naj~s  of  public  b'ufi- 
nefs  upon  their  hands.  Political  annihilation  of  the  t-i.vo  Jrrjt  orders  of  the 
jiate.  Neiv  la-cvs  for  regulating  eleSiions.  JppcUation  of  active  citizens, 
to  nvhom  applied.  Much  trouble  ft  til  tvith  the  provinces,  to  britig  them  to  a 
furrender  of  their  pduliar  rights  and  privileges.  France  at  length  di-vidcd 
into  eighty -three  departments,  and  the  term  Province  expunged  from  the 
language.  Creation  and  organization  cf  jntinicipalities.  Letters  ds  cachet 
aboUjhed.  Gabelle,  and  others  of  the  mojl  obnoxious  taxes,  abolifijed.  Affem~ 
hly  enter  into  the  intricate  bujincfs  of  f nance  ;  augment  the  pay  of  the  army  \ 
and  ejiablijh  a  ne-zu  bank.  Grand  fcheme  for  feizing  the  eflaics  of  the  clergy, 
and  ojfering  them  as  a  prefent  to  the  nation,  to  ferve  as  a  fujid  and  fecu- 
rity for  tl?e  difcharge  of  the  public  debts,  and  to  anfvjer  other  important 
ptirpcfes.  SoMiC  difficulties  and  objlruclions,  vjhich  appear  in  the  -xvay  of  car- 
ry-ing  this  fcheme  into  execution,  are  far  cut-balanced  by  the  vaji  advantages 
vjhich  it  is  capable  of  pr educing.  Decree  paff'ed,  avhich  declares  all  the 
ecclefinjiical  cfinies  to  be  at  the  difpcfal  of  the  nation.  Stipends  allotted  for 
ok  maintencuice  of  parijh  priejls,  iSc.  Difontents  rife  to  the  highej}  pitch 
afHongJi  the  clergy,  many  of  the  bijhops,  and  nearly  all  the  chapters  in  the 
kingdom,  protefl  againfr  the  decree.  Combination  of  the  canons,  and  eftdea- 
vours  u/ed  at  Rome  to  dra-iv  the  mflUdic'tions  of  the  church  upon  the  national 
affemhly.  Great  prudence  and  addrefs  difplayed  b^  the  ajjembiy  in  its  tranf- 
aJiions  ivith  the  court  of  Rome.  Sovereign  pent  iff  feems  to'  be  fatisjied  voilh 
their  protejiations.  France  fvjanns  n.vith  publications  of  every  fort,  in 
profe  and  in  verff,  againjl  the  national  affemoly,  its  proceedings  and  defgns. 
Several  of  the  parliaments  attempt  to  be  trcublefme,  and protifl  againji  the 
decrees  of  the  affembly;  but  having  loft  all  influence  -ivith  the  people,  are 
'obliged  to  fubmit  reluctantly  to  their  fate.  Parliament  of  Bourdeaux  con- 
tinues longer  in  a  fate  of  turbulence  than  any  of  the  others,  and  endeavours 
to  excite  an  infurredion  in  the  fouth.  Stories  of  plots  and  coiifpiracies  necef- 
fary  to  keep  the  minds  of  the  people  in  conflant  agitation.  Various  accuja- 
tions  againfl  the  king^s  miiiiflcrs,  and  a  greater  number  agalnfl  the  ariflccrates 
in  general.  Animcfities  fc  violent  bet-i>,een  the  remain: ng  ncilcs  in  the  af- 
fembly, and  the  democrat ical  leaders,  that  frequent  duels  are  the  confequence. 
Nation,  in  general,  faid  to  be  unanimous  in  [up porting  the  afemhly,  and  offers 
to  raije  three  millions  of  Joldicrs  in  defence  of  the  ncvj  conjiitution.  Situa- 
tion of  the  captive  king  and  of  the  royal  family  in  the  palace,  novj  flate  pri- 
fon,  of  the  Thuilleries.  Ill  effect  produced  at  home  and  abroad,  and  ivorje 
confequences  likely  to  enfut,  from  the  lunges  captivity,  v^hcn  his  free  fanc~ 
tion  is  neceffary  to  give  validity  to  their  lavjs,  caufes  great  uneajinefs  in  the 
national  afjembly.  Scheme  formed  to  ol>viate  thefe  difficulties,  by  inducing  the 
king  to  appear  to  come  voluntarily  to  the  national  afemhly,  to  declare  him- 
felf  fully  fatisfied  v:ith  all  their  proceedings,  and  that  he  conftders  himfelf 
ifs  being  fit  tlje  head  of  the  revolution.     Liberal  conduct  of  the  af,i"nbly  -iviib 

re/pe:f 
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tefpeFt  to  the  ci'vil  lift.  Kmg  not^vitf.-Jlanding  firtnly  rejeSis  all  the  pirrjiia- 
f.ani  iifcd  to  induce  him  to  pay  the  defired  <vifit.  Great  dijlreffes  of  the 
isutitry.  20,000  people  fid  by  charity  at  Lyons.  6,coo  ejiarcs  ad-vsrtizeJ 
to  be  fold.  Deo-etot^s  noble  mav.ufaduries  at  Lowviers  nearly  ruined.  Riots 
e.t  VerfaiUes.  Seme  ohfer-~cations  on  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  that  peo^ 
pL'  through  thi  courfe  of  the  king's  troubles.  Parifians  become  again  tumul- 
tuous, and,  'ivithout  regard  to  the  general  famine,  ^vcnt  to  ha^ue  the  price 
of  bread  fxcd  at  a  lo-zver  rate  than  it  could  hu-ve  been  afforded  in  the  moji 
plentiful  feafons.  Their  rage  increafed  to  the  highejl  pitch  upon  the  ac- 
quittal of  Bexen-val  by  the  chatelet.  Form  a  plot  for  forci^ig  the  prifon, 
ojui  murdering  him,  en  their  oivn  principles  offummary  jujiice.  All  their 
phevies  o-verthrcn.vK,  and  Paris  reduced  to  order,  through  the  aili^jiiy  and 
■vigour  of  La  Fayette,  ivellfupported  by  the  Bourgeoife  militia.  Surrounds 
A  body  of  i,ioo  of  the  mutineers  at  night,  and  7nakes  2GO  of  them  pr  if  oners, 
Chatelet  proceed  to  the  trials  of  LambeJ'c,  Broglio,  and  ethers  of  the  prin- 
cipal refugees,  for  the  real  or  fuppofed  plot  of  the  preceding  month  of  July. 
Are  ah  acquitted,  through  the  failure  cf  any.  enjidence  to  fuppovt  the  charge. 
Various  coifpiracies  apprehended  cr  Jpokeit  of  fur  the  rejcue  of  the  king's 
perfon.  The  fubjeci  cf  the  kijig^ s  injiant  death,  as  the  ajjigned  penalty  for 
nay  attempt  to  his  refcue,  a  matter  of  public  con-verfation  in  all  companies 
tiud  among  all  ranks,  ^vithout  thefmalleji  exprejjion  of  horror,  at  the  idea  of 
f/i  deplorable  a  catafrophe.  King'j  frmnefs  at  length  gives  iL-ay,  and  hs 
Jkbmits  to  pay  the  propofed  'vi/it  to  the  national  afjembly,  and  to  make^  a 
Jpesch  nearly  fimilar  to  that  prefcribed.  Afairs  cf  the  clergy  fnc.Uy  fettled,. 
their  property  feixed,  and  ajjtgnais  created. 


S  foon  as  the  new  law  for  re- 
ftraining  the  judicial  violences 
©i  tlie  mob,  had  produced  iome  de- 
gree of  order  and  fecuritv  in  Paris, 
th&  national  afiembly  applied  itfelf 
Ciofely  and  without  interruption  for 
ie\cral  months  to  the  adjuihnent  of 
public  bufinels ;  of  which  they  had 
.ftill  foch  an  abundant  quantity  on 
tlieir  hands,  that,  viewed  as  a  whole, 
it  feeined  to  prefent  fucli  an  inex- 
tricable wildernefs  of  jarring  ele- 
ments, fortuitoufiy  jumbled  together, 
SLs  no  time  or  care  could  be  futncient 
:o  ] educe  to  order:  for  what  they 
had  hitherto  done  was  rather  to  be 
coniidcred  as  an  outline,  containing 
liaily  /ketches  of  what  was  further 
intended,  than  as  any  completion  of 
the  Separate  parts  of  the  deiign. 
But,  independent  of  th«  old,  which 
tiiey   had  alreaJy   in    any   degree 


gone  tiirough,  they  had  an  infinite 
quantity  ot  new  matter  to  confidsr^ 
arrange,  and  decide  upon. 

Among  the  moil  remarkable  of 
the  meafures  immediately  adopted, 
was  the  political  annihilation,  at  one 
blow,  of  the  two  firi:  orders  in  point 
of  dignity,  and  the  two  moil:  an- 
cient and  only  (original  orders  of  the- 
Hate  ;  while  things  xvere  now  ar- 
rived at  i'uch  a  pais,  that  this  degra- 
dation of  the  ni;bltb  and  ciergy,  and 
this  total  change  of  the  conihtution, 
was  effedled  without  a  fmgle  ftrug- 
gle,  by  a  fimpie  decree,  which  only- 
announced,  in  lb  many  words, 
"  That  there  was  no  longer  any 
diftinftion  of  ortlers  in  France." 
The  aflembly  then  entered  upon  the 
bufinefs  of  eledlons,  which  required 
an  entirely  new  code  of  laws  or  re- 
gulations, to  render  it  conformable 

to 
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to  th«  prefent  fyfteni.  No  reference 
to  thfe  ancient  form  of  elefting  re- 
prefentatives  for  the  different  or- 
ders could  of  coiirfe  be  admitted  or 
thought  of.  The  regulations  went 
in  the  firil  inftanoe  to  the  eleftion 
of  deputies  in  tJie  primary  afiem- 
ilies,  who  were  again  (as  we  have 
already  feen)  to  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  thofe  deputies  who  were  to 
reprefent  the  nation  in  the  aflembly. 
Though  the  right  of  election  in  the 
primary  afieinblics  was  laid  open  to 
the  citizens  at  large,  yet  feme  fmall 
qualiftcation  with  relped  to  property 
was  required  to  entitle  them  to  vote ; 
andthie  qualification,  flendcr  though 
it  was,  atForded  no  fmall  fatisfaclion 
to  the  friends  of  property  and  a  go- 
vernment bv  Invv',  who  fancied  that 
both  would  from  thence  derive  ibme 
degree  of  fecurity.  Jt  was  farther 
decreed,  that  the  men  thus  entitled 
to  vote  in  the  primary  alTcmblies, 
fhould  have  their  names  regilk-red 
in  books  kept  for  the  purpofe,  and 
lliould  be  chara«Xci'ized  under  the 
diuinftive  appellation  of/zdi-ve  dti- 
-I'/u.  The  qualification  of  thofe 
who  were  chofen  eleiiors  w^is  re- 
quired to  be  lomewhat  higher  than 
that  of  the  former;  but  the  paying 
any  attention  r,t  :dl  to  property, 
however  fmall  that  might  be,  was 
deemed,  on  one  fide,  a  confiderable 
j'oint  gained.  On  the  ether  hand, 
the  moil  fiolent  of  the  repitblican 
and  levelling  party  w^re  ::nijh  out 
of  humour  and  greatly  dilTatis- 
fici  at  this  decree  ;  for  they  wanted 
to  throw  il::  eledtions  Into  the  hand* 
of  the  u  hole  people  without  dilHnc- 
tion,  and  no  other  difqualificaiions 
to  operate  upon  votes,  than  thofe 
Kvjiing  from  infancy,  idiotifm,  cr 
aifoJute  infamy  of  character. 

Notwithftanding  all  that  had  been 
faid  of  the  alac:ity  with  which  the 


provinces  furrentiered  their  pecaKar 
rights  and  privileges,  it  ruDw  ap- 
peared that  thefe  accounts  requirei 
to  be  received  witli  all  thai  cautiam 
and  doubt,  which  was  fo  generalfj 
neceflary  with  rcfpcdi  to  every  thing- 
that  was  given  out  or  publilhed  at 
this  period.  Tiie  cafe  undoubtedly 
was,  that  as  the  deputies -of  the  pri- 
vileged provinces  were  generally 
among  the  mofl  forward  in  iframin*: 
or  adopting  all  the  political  novd- 
ties  of  the  present  time,  ib  the^ 
made  but  little  fcniple  ofiacritkir.V 
the  rights  or  privileges  oftlieir  con- 
fHtuents  to  their  owji  peculiar  doc- 
trines or  defigns;  and  that  t!uF 
conduft,  not  being  at  all  reliihed  W 
gieat  numbers  of  people  in  the 
country,  their  diilatiifadbn  occa- 
fioned  thofe  difficulties  whiclj  the 
ailembly  now  experienced ;  s.r.i 
which  were  indeed  ih  confiderable 
that  it  feemed  as  if  that  body 
had  been  only  commencing  the  ba- 
iinefs.  'i'hat  the  matter  was  dee.m- 
ed  really  farious,  appears  from  cJie 
dcmocratical  writers,  wJio  i-nfoiTB 
us,  that  the  difracisfitftion  upon  thir 
lubjeft  in  the  provinces,  afiordeiii 
the  only  flrong  ground  of  hope 
which  the  ariilocrates  now  pollb;- 
fed  ;  "  ibr^  finding  thcmfelves  unable 
to  deltroy  the  kingdom,  .they  hacl, 
however,  the  confolation  left,  thai 
by  this  means  tli^y  might  bj  able  t® 
diihact  her." 

"il'lie  du'ifion  of  power  v.ns  xo9 
unequal  to  admit  of  any  great  con- 
tell;  nor  do  we  hear  of  :uiy  particu- 
Ja"  act,  done  by,  -or  impated  to  the 
ariftccrates.  The  aflcmbly,  to  i-eo- 
der  every  thing  novel,  and  to  de- 
Uroy  all  velligcs  of  whatever  ptfisi 
before  their  own  reign,  fiicceedei 
in  expunging  the  term  '  Prw  iacr,' 
irom  the  French  vocabulary.  They 
divided  the  kingdom  into  ei«;'.t3'- 
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three  parts,  which  were  dir.inguifh- 
ed  by  the  appellation  of  Depart- 
ments, and   thefe  were   fubdivided 
Lito  other  portions,  under  the  name 
of  Ditlriifts  and  Cantons.    Thus,  by 
cutting  oJf  a  few  Jieads  under  the 
name  of  Provinces,  a  new  nmlti- 
plicd    geriCration    fpruiij^    up,    like 
thole  of  the  hydr.-;,  which  became  in 
due  time  fufficiently  trouble. cmc  in 
their    manaoemcnt ;    and    thub    the 
gccgraphv  of  France  being  totaiiy 
changed,  and  rendered  as  obfolete 
in  an  in:t.mt,  as  that  of  Gaul  un- 
der  Julius  Cxfar  ;   new  maps    be- 
came nccefi'ary,  to  trace  out  or  diilin- 
gaifh  places  uith  wJiich  we  were  the 
Kioll    intimately     acquainted.       It 
mult,  however,    be    acknov.ledged, 
that  whatever  faults  or  inconveni- 
encies    other  parts    of  this    fyllem 
Were    chargeable  with,   the  reduc- 
tion of  ti)e  excluhve  privileges  of 
, peculiar  provinces,  and  the  laying 
them  on  one  common  level  cf  law 
and  government  with  the  refc  of  the 
kingdom,  was  certainly  a  mcafurc 
of  no  fmall  public  utility.     Upon 
this    divilion,    above  two  thoufand 
deputies  of  the  provinces,  cities,  and 
boroughs  which  were  aftected,  hur- 
ried ft.  aightway  to  Paris  from  every 
quarter  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to 
maintain  and  eliabliih  their  refpec- 
live  prcteuiions  ;  and  fo  many  dilh- 
«ul:ies    itili    remained    to    b?    lur- 
mounted,  that  it  coft  three  months 
^f  the   moft  laborious   and  painful 
application,  before  the  faial  arrange- 
ment and  divifion  were  completed. 
««Thcn,"  faysRabaut,"  the  kingdora 
was  confolidated,  and  the  apprehen- 
lion  of  a  confederacy   of  republics 
»vas  done  away." 

The  ah'embly  during  this  time 
went  through  another  tafk,  whic!'. 
they  confidered  of  greit  import  : 
thit  wasihe  0!-2.anizatioa  yfihe  mu- 


nicipa'ities,  or  interior  government.** 
throughout  the  kingdom.     Though 
thefe,  in  their  compofition  and  con- 
llruccion,  bore  a  clofe  refen  blance 
to  our  parifh  veftrics    in  England, 
vet,  from  the  extraordinary  powers 
with  which  they  were  endued,  or  at 
leaft  which  they  affumed,  and  which 
produced  the  fame  efte^fl  as  if  they 
legally  poffefi'ed  them,  together  with 
the  infinity  of  their  number,  the  ig- 
norance, and  unfitnefs  of  charader 
in  other  refpedls,  which  too   gene- 
rally prevailed  among  their  mem- 
bers, they  became    the   immediate 
inftruments   of   a   moil   deplorable 
tvranny,  which,  being  every  where 
ip read,     nothing    could    efcape    or 
eva.de,    and    which    the    aggrieved 
could  find  no  power  any  where  to 
relili.     It  feemed  as  if  tlie  new  go- 
vernment, being  founded  upon  un- 
tried principles  in   fome    inftances, 
and  in  others  run  up  haftily  with- 
out any,  as   occ.ifion  and    circum- 
ftance   concurred   in  favouring  the 
ere»;{ion;  fo,  among  the  numerous 
buttreffes   neceflary  to   fupply  fuch 
gharing  and  dangerous  deficiencies, 
this  was  not  the  leaft  confpicuous, 
that  one  half  of  the  people   fliould 
be  officially  conftituted  fpies  upon, 
and   conrequentiy    mafters    cf,    the 
other  half. 

The  afTembly  abolifhed  letters 
^c  cachet,  a  meafure,  which  if  Hot 
entirely  needlefs,  was  certainly  an 
a<!:l;  of  patriotifm  on  their  fide,  a3 
there  was  no  potver  in  the  nation, 
except  their  own,  by  which  they 
could  be  iirueci.  They  ukewife  if* 
fueJ  a  number  of  regulations  with 
refpeft  to  the  taxes,  mofl  of  which* 
ns  they  were  never  paid,  fccmed  no 
longer  to  exifl.  As  if  it  had  been 
to  give  countenance  to  that  obler- 
vatiou  fu  oi'""ten  repeated,  that  theii* 
geniao  and  difpofidoii  led  move  to 
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dei^roy  than  to  build  up  or  repair, 
notwithftandir.^  the  failure  of'  al- 
nx)il  all  the  otlier  taxes,  excepting 
the  partial  new  one  upon  ellates, 
thev  totally  fupprefled  the  odious 
Gabclle,  or  tax  upon  fait;  a  nica- 
fui-e  which  the  king,  (as  we  have 
formerly  Ihcwn)  in  the  days  of 
hooc,  if  not  of  happinels,  lo  de- 
Toutly  willied  to  have  accomplifli- 
ed  ;  but  which  the  continued  oppo- 
fition  to  his  meafures  by  the  parlia- 
ment of  Paris,  and  the  confequent 
impoffibility  of  his  finding  a  fubiH- 
tute  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  go- 
vernment, rendered  him  incapable 
of  carrying  into  eifcrtr  They  like- 
wife  in  fome  time  aboliilied  the 
iieavy  tax  on  tobacco,  which  was 
nearly  confidered  as  much  a  necef- 
lary  of  life  as  fait  itfelf ;  and  which, 
in  confequence  of  this  regulation, 
was  thrown  into  the  common  mafs 
of  articles  of  general  commerce. 
Nor  was  their  conduft  lefs  merito-  " 
rious  in  fuppreffmg  others  of  the 
inoll  obnoxious  taxes. 

The  aflembly  did  not  ftop  here  ; 
they  entered  bold'y  into  the  untried 
:ind  intricate  walks  of  finance, 
where  they  v.'ere  to  encounter  a 
/ubjecl  of  which  they  were  molt  de- 
plorably ignorant.  They  fcemed 
fenfible  of  the  difadvantage  they 
were  under,  and  did  not  venture 
much.  They,  hov/ever,  faw  the 
prudence  and  expedience  of  aug- 
menting tile  pay  of  the  army;  and 
likewife  ellablifiied  a  new  govern- 
mental bank,  under  the  name  of 
Caijfc  (ie  I' Extraordinaire. 

Thefe  were  only  objects  of  fe- 
Condary,  and  comparatively  i'm\\\ 
Ciinfideration,  when  oppofed  to,  cr 
elHmatcd  by  that  grand  one  which 
had  occupied  the  mind  of  the  af- 
fcmbly^  ever  fince  the  ellabliihment 
oi'  fole'^aad  unlimite.l  power  in  the 


hands  of  the  thil-d  eftatc ;  and  which 
had  probably  been  much  earlier  a 
fubjed  of  frequent  contemplation. 
This  grand  fcheme,  and  fo  it  well 
might  be  called,  from  the  extraor- 
dinary confequcnces  which  it  was 
to  produce,  was  to  find  a  fund  of  fo 
vafl:  a  magnitude,  that  it  Ihould  not 
only  reach  to  the  difcharge  of  the 
whole  national  debt,  enormous  as 
that  was,  but  that  it  fliould  leave 
fuch  a  furplus  behind,  as  would  be 
capable  of  providing  for  thofe  new, 
a-nd  as  yet  unknown  contingencies, 
vvhich  the  new  change  of  affairs  was 
liable  to  produce.  One  of  the 
newly  promulgated  docfrines  was, 
that  all  things  were  to  give  way  to 
the  good  of  the  public,  or  perhaps, 
more  correftly,  that  the  lives  and 
property  of  individuals  were  no 
matters  of  confideraiion,  in  any* 
quelHon  v.here  they  interfered  with 
the  benefit  of  the  whole.  In  a 
v/ord,  that  cverv  thing  belonged  to 
the  nation,  indefinite  as  that  term 
was,  while  the  individuals  \\ho  com- 
pofed  this  great  aggregate,  had 
no  fecurity  in  anv  thing;  and  the 
good  of  the  wljole,  if  the  praftice 
founded  on  it  could  be  carried  to 
the  utmoli  extent  of  the  doctrine, 
might  lead  to  the  dilapidation  and 
ruin  of  all  the  parts  fcparately. 

There  was  no  merit  in  diicover- 
ing  the  fund  which  v.'as  to  anfwer 
thefe  vaft  purpofcs,  for  that  was  at 
hand,  and  in  fall  view ;  it  was  no 
other  than  the  great  landed  ellates 
of  the  clergy  :  indeed  it  was  barely 
tlie  foil;  for  they  hsd  already  givea 
up  the  royalties  and  exclufive  pri- 
vileges, which  had,  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  mon;irchy,  been  at- 
tached to,  and  cor.fidered  as  a  parC 
of  their  eflates.  Though  the  im- 
nienfe  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
this  fchime  were  obvious  Co  every 
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body,  yet  it  feemed  as  if"  fonie  dif- 
ficulties were  likely  to  arife  on  the 
quelHon  of  juftice,  with  refped  to 
llie  intended  application  of  the  fund. 
Some  of  thefe  feemed  more  pecu- 
Karly  to  aft'eft  France  than  they 
could  have  done  nay  other  country. 
For,  being  the  only  people  upon 
earth  who  had  ever  at  once  been 
transformed  into  a  nation  of  phi'.)- 
fophers,  it  feemed  incumbent  upon 
them,  at  leall;  for  a  time,  to  adhere 
clofely  to  the  rules  and  principles  of 
that  fublime  fcience.  Now  as  it  hap- 
pens tliat  Cicero,  who,  without  for- 
mally alfuming  the  name,  was  deem- 
ed in  his  day  no  inconfiderable  phi- 
lofopher,  who  was  certainly  extreme- 
ly well  verfed  in  their  hillory  and 
doftrines,  and  who  could  not  poffi- 
bly  have  laboured  under  any  of  the 
prejudices  imputed  by  modern  phi- 
lofophers  to  chrilHanity,  does  not, 
in  l;is  admirable  treatife  of  the  mo- 
ral and  relative  duties  of  men  in  a 
ftate  of  fociety,  (which  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  fuch  a  compendium  of 
the  cafuillry  of  the  anticnt  heathen 
world,  as  could  not  otherwife  at  this 
time  have  exifted)  admit  expedi- 
ence or  profit  to  afford  any  right 
whatever  for  feizing  the  goods  of 
others ;  and  even  carried  this  doc- 
trine fo  far,  as  not  to  allow  any 
thing  to  be  profitable  which  was  not 
honourable,  nor  any  thing  honour- 
able which  was  not  honeft  and  jull; 
thefe  old-falhioned  doclrines.  which 
it  might  have  been  fuppofed  -would 
have  vaniihed  laider  the  illumina- 
tion of  the  prefe  at  dny,  were,  not- 
withftanding,  troublefome  impedi- 
ments in  the  way  of  the  grand  de- 
fign.  But  the  fuperiority  of  the 
new  philofophy,  and  of  the  genius 
pofTcired  by  its  profeflbrs,  foon  ap- 
peared triumpnaut.  The  principle 
couched  in  tJic  fhort  apothegmati- 


cal  fentence,  that  every  thing  be- 
longed to  the  nation,  happily  re- 
moved every  difficulty,  and  affured 
to  it  tliis  great  property. 

No  revolution  was  perhaps  ever 
fignalized  by  fo  bold  and  fo  grand 
a  ilroke  as  this.  It  was  bold  in  the 
extreme,  becaufe  the  people,  having 
jull  thrown  off  every  degree  of  fub- 
ordination,  were  grown  fo  frantic 
by  their  eafy  fuccefs,  that  they  could 
v.eitiier  think,  nor  it  might  be  faid 
dream,  of  any  thing  but  farther  in- 
novations, and  of  new  revolutions, 
which  they  concluded  might  be 
purchafed  at  as  cheap  a  rate,  and 
accompliflicd  with  as  much  eafe,  as 
the  former.  But  along  with  this, 
the  number  of  clergy  in  the  king- 
dom was  efHmated  at  about  130,00©; 
and  though  this  num.erous  body 
fhould  be  llripped  of  all  the  weight 
derived  from  rank  and  property, 
yet  they  could  not  but  ftiU  retain 
fome  confiderable  influence  over 
tlioie  people  among  whom  they  had 
pailt'd  their  lives  in  habits  of  the 
greateft  intimacy  and  friendfliip, 
befides  being  their  teachers  and  di- 
rectors in  thoie  Chriftian  duties, 
which  at  that  tim?  had  been  confi- 
dered  of  the  laft  importance  to 
mankind.  Now,  though  the  pro- 
feffed  and  real  philolophers  had  long 
fince  fhaken  off  wixh  difdain  all  the 
manacles  of  religion,  yet  it  was  ap- 
prehended, and  indeed,  however  it 
might  be  lamented,  well  known,  that 
the  bulk  of  xl\e  people  had  not  yet 
been  fufficiently  illuminated,  to  ena- 
ble them  to  gtt  rid  of  their  antient 
prejudices,  or,  according  to  the 
new  vocabulary,  fuperliitions ;  for 
though  with  refpeft  to  other  mat- 
ters they  feemed  fufficiently  irreli- 
gious, yet  as  that  was  not  a  philo- 
fophical  irreligion,  which  is  ever 
invincible,  but  was  derived  from 
idleneft. 
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jcJlenefs,  wantonnefs,  and  thofc  paf- 
fK;n^  which  are  apt  to  rredominate 
over  mankind,  fo  it  was  liable  to 
receive  a  bias, and  take  a  dir^-ftion, 
veiv  dilterent  frnm  what  might  be 
wiihed.  It  was  farther  to  be  con- 
iidered,  that  the  court  of  Rome, 
however  degraded  or  fallen,  had 
not  yet  loft  all  its  influence;  and 
that  even  the  tliunders  of  the  Vati- 
can, long  as  they  had  remained  dor- 
mant, might,  in  certain  cafes,  and 
under  certain  ciicumftanccs,  flill 
produce  fome  untoward  efFefl,  efye- 
clally  with  relpeift  to  thofe  weak 
minds,  who  continued  to  be  incutn- 
bered  with  any  religious  fcru:'les. 
Nor  was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the 
Roman  catholic  powers  in  general, 
would  beiiold  with  indifference  fo 
nun"lerou^J  fo  ancient,  and  fo  emi- 
nent a  body,  as  the  members  of  the 
Gallican  church  had  for  a  long 
fiicceffion  of  ages  been,  at  once 
ilripped  of  their  dignities  and  pro- 
perty, without  any  legal  forfeiture 
•incurred,  or  even  the  charge  or 
pretence  of  a  crime  laid  to  cover 
the  violence  and  outrage.  It  was 
a  great  misfortune  to  the  caufe  of 
philofophy,  and  indeed  a  great  de- 
triment to  it,  that  the  proteilant 
ftates  ftill  adhered  frmly  lo  the 
doilrincs  and  principles  of  Chrifti- 
anity;  it  had  happened  likewife, 
from  feme  peculiar  difpofition  of 
mind  which  may  not  be  eafily  ac- 
counted for,  as  it  formed  no  exclu- 
five  or  peculiar  part  of  their  fyllem 
of  morality,  thai  many  individuals 
among  them  had  ever  been  much 
in  the  habit,  even  where  they  had 
no  direft  intereft,  of  enquiring 
Itridly  into,  and  deciding  promptly 
and  fturdily  upon,  fo  far  as  a  publi- 
cation of  realon  and  opinion  could 
be  called  a  dccifion,  all  qucltions 
of  right  and  wrong  among  men. 
Vol.  XXXII. 


witliout  their  being  generally  much 
fwayed  by  the  quality  or  power  of 
any  of  the  parties,  'i  his  difpofition 
in  individuals,  fecmed  to  operate  no 
lefs  upon  the  ftates  of  that  perfua- 
fion,  where  they  had  power  fufficient 
to  carry  the  theory  into  practice ; 
and  they  have  accordingly  been 
noted  in  feveral  in  fiances,  for  re- 
pelling injury  and  irjuftice  with  re- 
fpett  to  others,  as  well  as  to  thcm- 
felves.  It  was  a  farther  mijforture, 
with  refpeft  to  the  protei^ant  flates, 
that  being  all,  even  the  fmalleft  cf 
them,  more  or  lefs  commercial,  they 
paid  a  llri(fl  regird  to  the  rights 
and  fecurity  of  property  in  all  cafes 
whatever,  ?nd  it  w>s  too  much  to 
be  appre!  ended,  would  be  llruclc 
even  v/ith  horror,  at  the  eflablilh- 
ment  of  .n  preccicnt  \yhich  went  to 
fhake  and  loolen  the  foundations  of 
all  trie  landed  property  in  Europe. 
Befide?,  that  although  tl.e  pro- 
teftani'  riuereu  in  many  points  of 
dodlrine  as  well  as  difcipline  from 
the  Romanics,  yet  that  confidering 
them  ftitl  as  men,  and  confequently 
as  brethren  pouefllng  the  fame  com- 
mon nature  with  themfclves,  that 
fympathy  Co  natural  to  mankind, 
and  fo  common  to  the  greatell  part 
of  the  fpecies,  could  not  fail  to 
operate  with  great  force,  at  feeing 
fo  numerous  a  body  of  men,  many 
of  them  eminent  for  their  parts, 
learning  and  virtues,  become,  fo 
fwddenly  and  unexpeftedly,  the  vic- 
tims of  injury  and  \  iolence. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  befides 
the  magnitude,  and  the  intrinfic 
value  of  the  capital  objedl  in  view, 
it  was  accompanied  with  fo  many 
alluring  collateral  circumllances, 
that  it  would  ieem,  upon  any  fcheme 
of  calculation,  to  be  an  ad  of  abfo- 
lute  cowardice  noi  to  enccunter  all 
thefe   difficulties   and    dangers  for 
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its  attainment.  In  tlie  firil  place, 
however  neceffary  the  phrenzy  of 
liberty  which  intoxicated  the  peo- 
ple was  to  the  accomplifliment  of 
the  revolution,  it  was  feen  to  be 
totally  incompatible  with  thofe  fo- 
ber,  fcrious,  and  llcady  maxims  of 
policy,  which  mall  of  neceflity  be 
adopted,  for  the  government  and 
fjcurity  of  fo  great  and  extenfive 
a  kiagdom;  large  armies  and  fleets 
niulT:  be  provided  for,  and  whoever 
the  aumlniftrators  might  be,  the 
civil  expenccs  mail:  run  very  high; 
to  fay  nothing  of  the  interell  of  the 
national  debt,  and  the  fupport  of 
fuch  a  number  of  fortrefles,  as  was 
without  example  in  any  other  coun- 
try. How  then  were  thefe  prodi- 
fious  expences  to  be  provided  for, 
y  a  people  fo  drunk  with  their  new 
•liberty,  that  the  bare  name  of  a  tax 
was  in  the  highell  degree  odious  to 
them ;  and  who,  fo  far  from  being 
pleafed  or  fatisfied  by  the  lighten- 
ing of  their  burthens,  which  the 
abolition  of  the  moft  heavy  and 
obnoxious  of  the  old  ones  produced, 
feemedon  the  contrary  to  grow  more 
violent  in  their  abhorence  of  thofe 
which  remained?  Force,  which 
has  been  fo  often  ufad  with  efFed 
in  fuch  cafes,  would  here  have  been 
inevitably  deilrudive  ;  the  blowing 
up  of  the  new  fyllcm,  and  of  every 
thing  appertaining  to  it,  would  be 
at  once  the  confequence;  and  ano- 
ther revolution,  the  accidental  birth 
of  a  momcxit,  v/ithout  form,  order, 
object  or  defign,  would  take  place, 
tiie  final  confequences  of  which  no 
man  living  could  forfee.  Whereas, 
by  the  attainment  of  the  defired  ob- 
jeft,all  thefe  evils  would  be  averted; 
the  golden  age  would  feem  to  be 
renewed:  taxes,  for  a  time,  would 
no  rrLore  be  Iieard  of;  government 
v.ould feem  to  iuppon  itfelf;    and 


nothing  but  peace  and  felicity  could 
be  expefted  during  the  reign  of  the 
prefent  rulers.  Nor  was  it  perhaps 
forgotten,  among  fo  greatanumbef 
of  more  important  objedts,  that  the 
attainment  of  this  meafure  would 
free  the  aflembly  from  the  neceflity 
of  entering  deeply  into  that  moft 
difficult  talk  of  financiering. 

The  bufinefs  was  brought  for- 
ward about  the  lall  of  OtSober, 
1789;  and  Rabaut  feems  to  men- 
tion, with  fome  furprize,  that  a  moft 
violent  oppofition  arofe  to  it  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  aflembly.  This 
oppofition,  however,  produced  fo 
little  cffeft,  that  a  decree  was  paiTed 
on  the  2d  of  November,  by  v/hich, 
the  ecclefiaftlcal  eftatcs  were  all  de- 
clared to  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
nation;  fubjeded,  iiowever,  to  the 
following  charges  :  to  the  provid- 
ing in  a  proper  manner  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  celebrating  public  wor- 
fhip,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  mi- 
niilers,  and  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor.  To  provide  for  the  fecond 
of  thefe  purpofes,  it  was  decreed, 
that  no  parifhi  miniiler  fhould  have 
a  lefs  fdary  than  twelve  hundred 
livres  a  year,  cxclufive  of  the  houie 
and  gardens  hitherto  annexed  to  the 
parfonage.  This  decree,  v/hich  was 
pafied  on  the  fecond,  was  publifhed 
on  the  third  of  November,  and  re- 
ceived the  faaftion  of  the  captive 
king  on  the  fourth;  a  circumftance 
which  clearly  demonftrated  the  fa- 
cility with  which  bufinefs  of  the 
greateft  importance  was  condudled 
and  concluded  under  the  prefent 
order  of  things. 

Whatever  degree  of  piety,  chrif- 
tian  forbearance,  and  temper,  might 
be  attributed  to  individuals  among 
the  clergy,  we  cannot  be  furprifed, 
while  v/e  confider  them  as  men,  and 
,  as  compoling  a  great  and  numerous 
political 
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political  body  of  the  ftate,  that  they 
did  not  fubmit  with  entire  patience 
and  refignation  to  this  violent  and 
fatal  blow.  Indeed  the  democrati- 
cal  writers  aflert,  (and  we  are  well 
difpofed  to  give  them  credit  upon 
this  occafion)  that  they  endeavour- 
ed to  move  heaven  and  earth  againft 
the  aflembly,  and  confequently 
againft  the  new  government.  They 
publicly  accufed  the  national  af. 
fembly  of  a  fixed  defign  totally  to 
deftroy  religion.  Rabaut  fays,  they 
put  in  pradice  all  thole  mcafures  h 
fiimiliar  to  the  church;  and  wJiich, 
he  fays,  might  perhaps  have   fuc- 


it  had  been  in  a  fituation  and  cir- 
cumftanccs  the  diredl:  rcverfe  of 
what  it  really  was.  The  holy  fa- 
ther was  either  cajoled,  or  pretend- 
ed to  be  fatisfied,  by  reiterated 
proteilations,  of  the  iiv\&:  union  of 
the  national  aflembly  with  the  pope, 
as  head  of  the  chriftian  church,  in 
all  fpiritual  matters ;  as  well  as  of 
their  fidelity  to  the  religion  of  their 
forefathers.  The  vveakncfs  of  the 
court  of  Rome,  the  age  of  the  pon- 
tiff, with  a  grievous  feme  of  the  hu- 
miliations which  that  fee  had  of  late 
years  experienced,  all  concurred  ia 
giving  an   appearance  of  currency 


ceeded,  but    for  the  fuppreflion  of    to  thefe  afTurances;  for  it  is  not  to 
tithes.     In  faft,  that  previous  mea-     be  fuppofcd,  that  the  refinement  of 


fiire  afforded  the  bell  guarantee  that 
could  be  given  for  the  fuccefs  and 
fecurity  of  the  prefent;  it  operat- 
ing as  a  moft  powerful  bribe  in  fe- 
curing  the  voice  and  difpofition  of 
the  multitude.  The  prelate  of 
Treguier  iet  the  example,  v.'hich 
was  foon  followed    by  very  many 


Italian  policy  was  fo  totally  ex- 
hauited,  as  that  their  purport  was 
not  thoroughly  comprehended,  and 
their  real  value  duly  eiHmated. 

The  demorrates  fay,  that  thft 
prefi  now  took  an  entire  new  di- 
rection, and  that  a  prodigious  ma- 
nufafture  was- carried  on  of  pam- 


other  billiops,  who,  in  the  words  of  p.Hlcts  and  periodical  publications 
Rabaut,  *'  overfpread  their  refpec- 
tive  diocefes  with  incendiary  man- 
dates, and  negcciated  a  bull  with 
Rome  for  the  intimidation  of  the 
weak-minded,  and  for  devoting  the 
national  aflembly  to  the  maledic- 
tions   of  the  church."      He  like- 


wife  informs  us,  that  all  the  canons 
of  the  kingdom  entered  into  a  com- 
bination, and  that  almoll  every 
chapter  prOteiled  againll:  the  de- 
cree. 

However  ftrongly  fortified  and 
allured  the  national  aflembly  was 
by  its  prefent  vafl  acquifition, 
which  placed  a  fund  of  wealth  in 
its  hands  beyond  all  example  in  the 
hiftory  of  modern  Europe,  yet  it 
Ihewedasmuch  prudence,  manage- 
mer.t,  and  addrefs,  in  its  tranfac- 
tions  with  the  court  oi'  Rome,  as  if 


againft  government.  That  as  it 
was  well  knoV'^n,  that  bocks  had 
confiderably  alfiiled  the  revolution, 
it  was,  therefore,  imagined,  that, 
books  might  elFcft  a  counter-revo- 
lution. That,  the  eccleiiaftics  ex- 
pected to  dazzle  the  people  of 
France,  by  difleminating  ten  times 
as  many  \olumes  againll  the  na- 
tional affembly  as  tliere  had  been 
publiflicd  in  its  favour;  that  a  mul- 
titude of  printing-prcfles,  bo:h 
within  and  without  the  kingdom, 
were  devoted  to  this  pious  mer- 
chandize; that,  .all  the  difiereuc 
kinds  of  ftyle  were  fummoncd  to  aid 
the  holy  caufe;  poems,  fongs,  epi- 
grams, iatires,  tragedies,  were  writ- 
ten againft  the  national  aflembly, 
againft  its  committees,  againft  its 
moft  celebrated  members,  againft 
[Hz]  the 
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the  city  of  Paris,  and  againrt  the 
national  guards,  v.hom  tliey  nu-n- 
tloned  with  extraordinary  contempt. 
Pamphlets  lucceeded  pamphlets, 
with  a  rapidity  proportioned  to  the 
fury  which  en<Tendercd  them.  Bvthis 
account,  which  is  given  by  Rabaut, 
it  would  feem  that  the  royalifls, 
Avho  were  ever  too  late  in  all  their 
attempts,  enterprizes  and  defigns, 
were  now,  when  it  was  of  no  ufe, 
felzed  with  a  fpirit  of  writing  and 
publication,  which,  if  it  had  ope- 
rated in  due  time,  might  have  been 
produi5live  to  them,  and  the  caufc,  of 
the  moll  ufeful  and  happy  efFcfts. 
The  Judas-like  kifs  of  fraternity,  as 
it  was  termed,  b  /  which  the  clergy 
faid  they  had  teen  circumvented 
and  betrayed,  was  feldom  forgotten 
in  thefe  publications. 

The  parliaments,  who  had  fo 
great  a  Ihare,  though  indireftly,  in 
bringing  on  the  prefent  order  of 
things,  which  it  muft,  however,  be 
acknowledged,  they  by  no  means 
forefaw,  began  now  to  fliudder  at 
the  thoughts  of  their  approaching 
diflblution,  and  wanted  nothing  but 
power,  to  make  a  vigorous  effort 
for  averting  their  impending  fate. 
Thofe  of  Rouen,  of  Bretagne,  and 
of  Metz,  determined,  however  hopc- 
lefs  the  ilTue,  not  to  perifa  without 
a  ftruggle.  They  had  accordingly 
the  hardihood  to  proteft  agalnft  the 
decrees  of  the  national  aflembly. 
But  they  foon  experienced  to  their 
grief,  how  different  the  power  was 
which  they  had  now  to  contend 
with  from  that  which  they  were 
v/ont  to  infult  under  the  name  of  the 
royal  authority.  They  were  for- 
faken  and  delerted  by  thofe  towns 
and  thofe  people  on  whom  they  the 
moll  confided,  and  over  whom  they 
fo  lately  held  the  moft  fupreme 
afcendancy.     Their  fall,  to  wlilch 


they  fubniitted  with  a  bad  grac?, 
\\  as  accelerated  by  this  fruitlefs  ef- 
fort; and  was  embittered  by  thofe 
Kill  and  moft  galling  curfes  of  fallen 
ambition,  by  contempt  and  deri- 
fion.  The  parliament  of  Bourdeaux, 
V,  hich  ftood  fmgly,  held  out  much 
longer,  and  was  much  more  trou- 
blefome,  than  the  other  thfee:  it 
was  indeed  accufed  of  ufmg  every 
pofllble  exertion  to  e.xcitc  an  infur- 
reclion  in  the  South. 

The  newly-created  municipalities 
began  early  to  detraft  from  the  fan- 
guine  hopes  which  had  been  formed 
on  their  injliiution.  This  failure 
of  defign,  or  inisforfuue,  was,  as 
ufual,  attributed  entirely  to  the  evil 
machinations  of  the  aiillocratcs ; 
who,  it  wa's  faid,  feeing  that  this 
new  authority  was  the  lirft  degree; 
in  the  future  adminiflration,  and 
the  only  popular  power  at  that  time 
exilHng:  and  always  endeavouring^ 
by  diminution  or  divifion  to  attain 
the  power  of  deftroying;  they  ufed 
all  their  influence  to  get  their  own 
creatures  elefted  into  thefe  authori- 
ties. We  are  told  afterwards,  with 
a  face  of  the  utmoil  gravity,  that 
whenever  the  eleclors  had  been  thus 
led  to  make  an  improper  choice, 
they  became  viclims  to  the  arts  of 
their  enemies;  andthatthc  mafTacres 
which  have  taken  place  in  certain 
cities  of  the  kingdom,  v/ere  occa- 
fioned  by  evil-minded  municipali- 
ties. Thus  was  a  party  ever  at 
hand,  on  which  to  throw  the  odium 
of  every  misfortune,  domellic  or  fo- 
reign, which  could  poffibly  befal 
the  nation. 

As  it  was  necelfary  not  only  to 
keep  the  people  conllantly  awake, 
but  in  a  ftate  of  abfolute  agitation, 
and  as  the  liing  and  queen  were  too 
clofely  guarded,  to  admit  of  their 
being  held  out  to  excite  fufpicion 

or- 
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or  apprehenfion,  it  was  cafily  feen 
tliLit  other  proper  objeifts  fiiould  be 
fought  for  on  whom  to  father  new 
plots  and  confpiracics.  For,  though 
the  general  term  of  Ariftocrate  could 
and  did  bear  a  great  d.nl,  yet,  to 
prevent  the  effed  from  growing  lan- 
guid and  the  public  mind  from  fink- 
ing in'O  a  ftate  of  quiet  and  inadi- 
viiy,  it  became  occafionally  ncccf- 
far)  to  quicken  and  enliven  the 
fcene  by  new  matter,  and  by  fome 
appearanceoffpecilic  charge,  againft 
fuch  objects  as  leemedbeft  calculated 
for  anfwering  the  purpofe. 

There  was  nodifHculty  in  finding 
thefe  obje(fts;  for  the  king's  mini- 
ilers,  who  wereftill  fuffered  to  retain 
their  offices,  and  who  Itill  tranfadcd 
all  bufinefs  in  his  name,  whether 
qualified  or  not  for  dilcharging  the 
fundlions  of  the  high  places  to  which 
they  were  appointed,  were,  from 
their  ficuation,  eminently  calculated 
for  this  purpofe.  A  violent  outcry 
was  accordingly  raifed,  and  a  num- 
ber of  charges  laid  againft  them ; 
though  no  attempt  was  m^de  to 
bring  them  to  the  point  of  trial  or 
impeachment.  If  fome  of  thefe 
charges  were  fo  loofe  and  indefinite, 
that  they  would  as  e.vraQIy  fuit  any 
other  body  of  men  as  thofe  againft 
•whom  they  were  particularly  di- 
rected, it  is  to  be  oblerved,  that  this 
was  the  current  political  language, 
both  in  writing  and  fpcaking,  and 
the  cftabliihed  falhion  of  the  time; 
if  oth.ers  of  them  feemed  incompre- 
hcnfible  or  impofhble,  let  it  be  re- 
collciflcd,  that  the  people  on  whom 
tiicy  were  intended  to  operate,  were 
much  more  likely  to  be  fafcinated 
by  thofc  things  which. were  unintel- 
ligible or  incomprehenfible,  than  by 
tl.ofe  fimple  fads,  narrated  in  plain 
language,  which  came  home  to  every 
tJiiii';  undcrftanding. 


The  minifters  were  c^arcfcd,  with 
ferying  the  caufe  of  the  dii'iffedled 
by  their  inadlion  ;  ard  thnt.  by  re- 
tarding the  tranlmiflion  and  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  new  lav/s,  they  there- 
by dcfignedly  prolonged  the  exift- 
ence  of  anarchy;  indulging  them- 
felves  in  the  fond  hope,  th't  the 
people,  difgrfted  v. 'th  continual 
icenes  of  endlefs  confufion,  would 
call  loudly  for  the  old  goverr.mcnt, 
under  v\hich  they  had  enjoyed  a 
ftupid  tranquillity.  That,  at  the 
fame  time,  th^fe  foes  to  liberty,  had 
inlidioufly  created  a  carcity  of 
grain;  that  they  likeuifc  had  infi  • 
dioufly  created  a  fcarcity  of  fpecic; 
and,  that  they  had  i' fidioufly  re- 
fufed  to  give  emyloyment  to  the  ar- 
tifans,  in  the  hope,  that  every  clafs 
of  men  becoming  difi"  tisfied,  the 
people  .v..u;d,  at  lergrh,  grow 
weary  <  1 1  eir  own  courage.  Thefe 
were  an::::-.  :  the  principal  charges 
laid  againft  the  minifters:  our  read- 
ers are  to  bear  in  mind,  though  it 
fcems  to  have  been  totally  forgotten 
by  the  framers  of  thefe  accufations, 
that  long  fince,  and  at  the  very 
commencement  of  the  revolution, 
all  prefcnt  and  future  adminiftra- 
tions  were  rendered  dircfily  anfwer- 
at)]e,  and  perfonally  refponfible  to 
the  national  aflembly,  for  every  part 
of  their  condud  ;  fo  that  neither  the 
king's  name  v/ould  afford  fanftion, 
nor  his  direct  orders  a  juftiHcation, 
for  their  adopting  any  mealure  con- 
trary to  the  fentiments  of  that  body ; 
even  fuppofing  the  king  to  be  now 
a  free  agsnt,  and  capable  of  tranf- 
afting  any  bufinefs. 

The  charges  againft  the  a:ifto- 
crates  in  general,  or  more  particu- 
larly again  the  moft  confiderable 
and  aftive  members  of  the  two  ruin- 
ed orders,  vv'ere  more  abundant  than 
thofe  againft  the  minifters.     Tiiefe 

I  H  3]  male- 


iiS]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1790. 

malecontcnts  were  faid  to  be  dif- 
perfcd  through  every  court  in  Hu- 
rope,  and  were  faid  to  be  feconded 
in  almoft  all,  by  the  French  nmbaf- 
fadors  at  thofe  refpeftive  courts ; 
their  joint  endeavours  being  to  dif- 
feminate  every  where  their  own  in- 
vincible hatred  againft  their  native 
country.  That  in  thofe  cc^rts  they 
laid  the  foundations  of  a  gfjicral 
confederacy  of  all  the  powers  of 
Chriftcndom  againit  France.  That 
their  objeft  was,  to  perfaade  the  fe- 
veral  crowned  heads,  that  this  caui'e 
was  the  caufe  of  all  king?,  and,  that 
it  behoved  them  all  equally  to  unite 
their  common  ftrength,  in  order  to 
reftore  the  arbitrary  authority  of 
Lewis  XVI.  Imprudent  men  ! 
(Rabaut  exclaims)  whenever  per- 
ceived, that  they  were,  at  the  fame 
time,  teaching  Europe  that  this  was 
alfo  the  caui'e  of  nations.  That, 
two  princes,  who  had  taken  refuge 
a.t  Turin,  affembled  there  fome  of 
the  gentry,  and  threatened  France 
with  an  invafion  by  the  way  of  Nice, 
und  by  the  way  of  Savoy;  and  had 
fent  errifl'aries  into  Provence,  to 
Nifmes,  and  to  Lyons,  while  ti  e 
king  of  Sardinia  put  his  army  in 
motion  on  the  frontiers.  It  cannot 
efcape  the  memoiy  of  mofi:  of  our 
readers,  how  totally  unprovided  for 
war,  or  even  for  any  degree  of  de- 
fence, that  king  was  long  after,  when 
his  dominions  were  fo  violently  in- 
vaded and  over-run  by  the  French; 
and  when  his  moll;  ancient  duke  Jem 
of  Savoy  v.as,  fo  far  as  a  decree 
could  give  permanence  to  the  wrong, 
for  ever  annexed  to  the  majefly  of 
the  people  in  the  new  republic. 
The  lall  charge  was  extremely  well 
dcfigncd,  and  could  not  but  produce 
its  intended  effect.  It  was  to  this 
purpofe,  that  it  was  then  publicly 
declared,  that  Paris  v.'as  no  longer 


worthy  of  the  prefence  of  her  king  j 
and  that  Lyons  deferved  the  honoi;r 
of  being  the  capital  of  the  eni- 
pire. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  animoiities 
between  the  democratical  leaders 
and  the  remainder  of  the  nobles  who 
fiill  continued  in  the  affembly,  were 
grown  fo  violent  and  inveterate, 
that  duels  became  frequent  between 
the  enraged  parties;  and  as  the 
lafl:  appeal  is  made  to  the  fword  in 
the  great  political  debates  of  na- 
tions, fo  here,  the  fmaller  politi- 
cal differences  between  parties  and. 
individuals,  were  referred  to  the 
lame  arbitrary  decifion.  And  as  it 
has  ber-n  long  and  often  obierved, 
that  a  c'langc  of  condition  f  equent- 
ly  produces  a  great  change  in  the 
manners,  and  •even,  apparently,  in 
the  nature  of  men,  fo  itfcemed  now, 
that  as  the  demo;: rates  had  already 
ftripped  the  nobility  of  all  power, 
fo  that,  intending  to  be  their  luccef- 
fors  in  every  thing,  they  would  now 
deprive  them  of  the  only  exclufive 
claim  of  diftinclion  which  was  Hill 
left  untouched,  and  which  they  had 
pofTefTed  unrivalled  for  fo  many 
ages,  that  of  a  decided  fuperiority 
in  all  the  hardy  deeds  of  arms  and 
chivalry. 

To  counterbalance  all  thofe  dan- 
gers, real  or  fjppofed,  with  which 
France  was  faid  to  be  environed,  we 
are  informed  that  the  nation  at  large 
was  unanimous  in  fupporting  the 
afiembly  :  that  its  tabic  was  covered 
with  addrefles  from  every  town  and 
ciiy,  exprefhve  of  their  afl'eftion,  of 
their  admiration,  and  of  their  grati- 
tude; promifing  it  three  milhons  of 
foldiers  for  the  defence  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  encouraging  it  to  per- 
fevere  in  its  patriotifm.  It  might 
well  be  imagined  that  with  fo  pro- 
digious a  ma»s  of  flrength,  which 
4.  has 
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has  In  no  degree  been  equalled  fince 
the  days  of  Xerxes,  they  had  little 
caufc  to  he  apprehenfive,  of  either 
foreign  invafion  ordomeltic  conipi- 
racy :  and  yet  they  feem  to  have 
been  tremblingly  alive  to  both. 

The  admirers  of  a  flowery  and 
eloquent  ftile  may  not  be  difpleafed 
at  feeing  the  manner  in  which  our 
author,  Rabaut,  defcribes  the  con- 
dud  and  proceedings  of  the  new  fole 
power  of  the  empire  under  thefe 
circumllances.  "  The  national  af- 
fembly,  occupied  in  parrying  thefe 
attacks,  was  ftill  advancing  with 
great  (hides,  trampling  upon  the 
ruins  of  defpotifm,  combating  every 
prejudice,  difcomfiting  every  error, 
making  war  on  every  abufe,  de- 
ilroying  ufurped  rights,  and  re-efta- 
blilhing  that  precious  equality, 
which  gives  anew  to  nations  the  ro- 
bull  benefits  of  youth,  and  regene- 
rates them,  by  reftoring  them  to 
their  primitive  ftate  of  purity." 
We  know  fome  cavillers  might  afk. 
How  that  equality  couid  be  re-efta- 
blifhed  which  never  before  fubfiil- 
ed  ?  and  might  likewite  perverfely 
enquire.  In  what  period  of  the  gol- 
den age  that  primitive  purity  exift- 
ed,  to  which  the  people  were  now  fo 
happily  reftored  ?  But  it  might  well 
be  aniwered.  That  fuch  men,  who 
would  wifli  to  manacle  eloquence, 
and  to  fhackle  flowery  defcription, 
muft  be  by  nature  adveile  to  all  the 
beauties  of  ftyle,  and  graces  of  com- 
pofition;  and  mull  likewife  labour 
under  fome  fatal  prejudices,  which 
would  lead  them  to  queftion  the  le- 
gitimacy of  the  new  philofophy. 

We  have  yet  taken  no  ipecific 
notice  of  the  fituation  of  the  king 
and  the  royal  family  from  the  time 
of  their  removal  to  Paris.  The  pa- 
lace of  the  Thuilleries,  which  was 
^e^ined  to  be  their  prilon,  had  been 


fo  long  uninhabited,  was  fo  much 
out  of  repair,  the  rooms  were  fo 
cold  and  d.-imp,  and  the  furniture, 
either  removed  or  totally  ruined, 
that  there  was  not  a  fmgle  npart- 
ment  in  the  whole,  which,  with  re- 
fped  even  to  health,  independent  of 
appearance  or  convenience,  was  lit 
for  the  reception  of  any  perfon  what- 
ever. TJiefe  were  ncr,  however, 
times  for  the  wafting  ofmuch  thought 
in  the  contemplation  of  fmall  evils, 
when  the  greateft  that  could  occur 
were  conftantly  to  be  apprehended, 
if  not  aftually  expeftcd.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  the  apartments,  fo  far 
as  was  immediately  necefiaKy  to  the 
convenience  of  the  royal  family, 
wtre  foon  furnilhed,  and  rendered 
otherwile  habitable. 

The  bed  and  moft  authentic  ac- 
count which  we  have  feen  of  the 
ftate  of  the  king's  confinement  is 
given  by  an  Knglifh.nan,  whoie  ve- 
racity is  unimpeachable,  and  who 
from  the  extenflvenefs  of  his  con- 
nexions and  acquaintance  with  per- 
fons  at  that  time  of  the  firft  rank  in 
France,  as  well  as  from  his  mixing 
much  with  perfons  of  all  clafles  and 
condition  in  life,  had  opportunities 
of  information  which  feldom  occur 
to  foreigners.  For  we  are  to  ob- 
serve, that  in  perufing  Rabaut  and 
others  of  the  democratical  writers, 
it  would  never  occur  to  any  reader, 
who  was  not  otherwife  acquainted 
with  the  fubjed,  that  the  king  had 
been  at  any  time  under  the  fmailell 
degree  whatever  of  reftraint  or  du^ 
refs. 

It  appears  from  this  authority, 
that  early  in  the  year  1790,  but 
when,  ic  being  near  three  mortiis 
after  the  proceflion  from  Vcrfailies, 
the  violence  andfufpicion  of  the  peo- 
ple might  be  fuppofcd  confijerably 
abated,  that,  at  thatperiod,  a  body  of 
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800  men,  with  two  pieces  of  cannon, 
mounteJ  guard  every  morning  at 
the  Thuilleric--.  That, 
on  a  day  ipeciiicd,  the 
writer  beheld  the  ex- 


January  4th, 
1790. 


was  extorted,  under  a  ftate  of  re- 
ftraint,  which,  depriving  him  of  all 
free  agency,  render  d  him,  by  the 
law;  and  confent  of  all  nations,  in- 
capable  of  any   legal  a6\,  or  that 


traordinarv  fpeiftacle  of  the  king  of    could  be  binding   on  hi'nielf,  any 


France  walking  in  the  gardens  with 
iix  grenadiers  of  the  bourgeoife  mi- 
litia. I'hat  the  doors  of  the  gar- 
dens were  kept  (hut  while  he  walk- 
ed in  them,  in  order  to  exclude  all 


longer  than   the   compulfion  which 
produced  it  continued  to  •  oerate. 

To  remove  this  difficulty  was 
julUy  coi^fidered  an  obj'ft  of  the 
gr<'a'erL  ini;  oit'ice;  and  no  means 


perfons  but  deputies,  or  thofe  who  were  accordingly  to  be  fpared  for 
procured  admiflion  tickets,  from  en-  its  attainment.  Tiiis  could  only  be 
tering.  That  when  he  re-entered  accomplifliedby  perfuahon  :  a  id  the 
the  palace,  the  doors  of  the  gardens  facility  of  the  king's  nature  ieemed 
were  thrown  open  to  all  perfons  to  afford  no  fmall  hope  of  luccels,  in 
without  diltinftion,  although  the  any  thing  that  depended  upon  that 
queen,  v'.ch  a  lady  of  her  court,  was  mode  of  proceeding.  Th=  defign 
ftill  walking  in  them.  That  ihe  was  was  to  induce  the  fovereign  to  go 
likewife  attended  fo  clofely  by  the  fuddenly,  and  apparently  of  nis  own 
gardes  bourgeoife,  that  fhe  mult  have  mere  motion,  to  the  national  afiem- 
fpoken  very  low  not  to  be  overheard     bly,  and  there,  in  a  fet  fpcech,  to 

declare  himfelf  perfcftly  fatisfied 
with  all  their  proceedings,  and  like- 
wiie,  that  he  confidered  himfelf  as 
being  at  the  head  of  the  revolution, 
in  terms  fo  explicit,  as  to  take  away 
a!i  idea  or  pretence  of  his  being  in 
a  Hate  of  coercion  or  confinement^ 
La  Fayette  was  either  the  framer  o 
this  plan,  cfv  one  of  thofe  who  was 
moil  languine  in  its  purfuit,  and  who 
placed  the  greateil  confidence  in  its 
fuccpfs. 

Tlis  afiembly  had  juft  difplayed 
an  unexpected  att  of  liberality  and 
attention  with  refppd  to  the  king's 
pcrfon,  which  could  not  but  produce 
the  greater  effeit  from  its  b;-ing  un- 
expciSed ;  and  which  could  not  fail 
to  make  a  lirong  imprcflion  on  a 
mind  fo  very  fufceptible  of  gratitude 
as  his  was  known  to  be.  Fcr,  on  the 
quellion  being  propofed,  juil  at  ths 
opening  of  the  year,  v/hat  annual 
fum  it  would  be  fitting  to  aliign  for 


by  them.  That  the  dauphin  (who 
is  dcfcribed  as  a  pretty,  well-coun- 
tenanced boy,  of  five  or  fix  years 
old)  was  at  work,  with  a  little  hoe 
and  rake,  in  a  fmall  garden  which 
had  been  railed  off  for  his  amufement; 
but  that  even  he  was  not  without 
a  guard  of  two  grenadiers  upon 
him.  Our  author,  who  was  then  a 
flrong  advocate  for  the  revolatior, 
acknowledges  that  it  was  a  fhock- 
ing  fpeftacle,  to  behold  the  royal 
family  thus  iLut  up  clofe  prilon- 
ers*. 

Theaffembly  felt  no  fmall  uneafi- 
nefs  at  the  ill  effeft  vvhich  the  con- 
finement of  the  king  (however  it 
was  attempted  to  be  denied  or  pal- 
liated) produced  upon  the  public 
opinion,  in  other  countries  ab  well 
as  at  home;  and  of  the  flrong  handle 
which  it  afforded  to  their  enemies 
for  calling  in  queftion  the  validity 
of  thofe  lawi»  to  which  his  fanftion 


*  See  Young's  Tour,  p.  264,  265. 
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the  royal  oxpences  and  fupport  cf 
the  houfiiojd,  or  what  ii  ufuaily 
called  tho  civil  lift,  the  afrcmbly.iu- 
ftead  cf  delating  the  fubjeft,  or 
forming  any  rciolu'ion  on  ihe  quef- 
tioo,  adopteu  the  iibert- !  n-ealurc  of 
fenciing  a  deputntion  to  the  fove- 
re;gn,  with  an  addrefs,  rcquelHng 
th'u  he  would  inmfelf  name  the  Jum 
that  would  be  fufficicnt  for  the  pur- 
potf,  and  praying,  that  in  fo  doing, 
he  would  ccniult  lefs  his  fpirit  of 
ceconomy,  than  a  fenfe  of  that  dig- 
nity, which  ought  to  environ  the 
throne  \vith  a  becoming  fplendour. 
The  liberality  of  this  condudt  gain- 
ed the  afiembly  great  credit,  and 
brought  them  abundant  praiie  from 
all  lorts  of  people  ;  the  moll  iurious 
of  the  enrages  would  have  been  a- 
ihamed  to  condemn  the  generofity 
of  the  adlion ;  and  the  bittereft  of 
their  enemies  among  the  royalilts 
found  it  difficult  to  refrain  from  fome 
commendation. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  the  apparent 
eifeft  with  refpeft  to  other  matters, 
which  this  attention  fhewn  by  the 
a/Trmbiy  to  the  perfonal  eafe  and 
dignity  of  the  fovereign  produced 
on  his  mind,  he  totally  rejeited,  and 
continued  with  great  firmncfs  to  re- 
jetH:,  all  the  perluafions  which  were 
ufed,  and  all  the  inducements  held 
out,  to  compafs  his  wiilied-for  vifit, 
and  the  making  of  his  intended 
fpecch  to  that  body.  This  obllinscy, 
as  it  was  termed,  was,  as  ufual  in 
all  cafes,  where  his  conduct  did  not 
evadly  fuit  the  wi.hes  cf  the  pre- 
vailing party,  attributed  entirely  to 
the  machinations  of  the  queen,  who 
vsas  thereby,  if  pofliblc,  rendered 
more  odious  than  before. 

Notwithftanding  the  great  and 
rumberlefs  benefits  which  had  been 
Oiowered  upon  the  people,  notwith- 
ftanding the  rcmiliion  of  taxes,  or, 


what  produced  the  fnme  effect,  the 
refufal  of  paying  tbofe  that  were  not 
jemitti'd  and  notwith Handing  thofc 
innumerable  and  unfpeakable  blcf- 
fings  which  were  fuppcfed  to  bein- 
cltidfdin  the  magical  term  of  rege- 
neration, yet,  fuch  is  the  perverfe- 
ncfs  at  certain  times  incident  to  the 
aKairs  of  mankinci,  that  every  clafs 
of  men  in  the  kingdom  was  the  di- 
re«5l  revcrfe  of  being  happy,  pro- 
fperous,  or  contented.  There  were 
at  this  time  above  fix  thoufand  land- 
ed eilatfs,  a  great  number  of  them 
very  confiderable,  publicly  adver- 
tifed  for  fale  in  France,  and  fcarce- 
ly  a  purchafcrto  be  found  upon  any 
terms.  In  the  capital,  trading,  and 
manufacturing  city  of  Lyons,  fo 
long  the  ieat  of  indullry  and  opu- 
lence, no  lefs  than  20,coo  peoole 
were  fupported  and  fed  by  charity. 
Things  were  no  better  in  Norman- 
dy, where  the  famous  woolle  :  cloth 
m'anufadory  at  Louviers,  which  was 
fcarcely  equalled  in  Europe,  and 
v/here  the  celebrated  M.  Decrctot 
gnined  fo  much  honour  by  the  un- 
paralleled heauty  and  excellence  of 
his  fabrics,  was  already  tending 
faft  to  abfolute  ruin.  A  great  cot- 
ton manufacture,  at  the  fame  place, 
and,  as  we  apprehend,  conducted  by 
the  fame  director,  was  ftill  in  a  worlb 
fcate  than  the  woollen. 

There  were  not  many  circum- 
ftances  attending  the  revolution 
more  fingular,  or  which  afforded  a 
more  ftriking  initance  of  the  degrees 
of  turpitude  and  atrocity,  to  which 
mankind,  under  the  dominion  of 
certain  operating  caufes,  which  are 
rot  always  obvious  nor  eafilv  traced 
to  their  fource,  is  capable  of  arriv- 
ing, than  the  conduft  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Verfailles.  That  place  had 
firft  rifcn  from  being  an  obfcure  vil- 
lage, through  the  i.mmenfe  fums  of 

money 
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money  which  Lewis  XIV.  fquan- 
dered  in  raifing  its  luperb  palace, 
and  in  forming  thofe  prodigious 
jjardeas  and  water-works,  whole 
magnificence  and  greatncls  long  ex- 
cited the  admiration  and  afloniili- 
jnent  of  all  Europe.  The  fuper- 
fluitv  and  wallc  which  necefiariiy  at- 
tended the  expenditure  of  two  hun- 
dered  millions  of  livres,  difpofed  of 
in  fuch  a  manner,  and  under  the 
condudl  of  fuch  a  man,  could  not  but 
afford  abundant  means  for  nourifli- 
ing  and  forterinj;  the  growth  of  a 
young  city.  The  continual  xefi- 
dence  for  more  than  a  century,  of 
the  mof;  magnificent,  expenfive,  and 
ty  many  degrees  t!ie  moft  munifi- 
cent court  in  Chriflendom,  as  well 
Bs  of  all  the  firft  nobility  in  that  vail 
kingdom,  efreftually  completed  what 
V.  as  thus  begun  5  and  Veriaines,with 
a  population  of  60,000  perlons,  had 
rilen  to  fuch  a  degree  of  confidera- 
Cion  and  opulence,  as  to  ftand  at  the 
head  of  what  may  be  called  the  fe- 
cond-rate  cities  of  the  kingdom. 

Yet  this  people  thus  originating, 
growing,  thriving,  and  arriving  at 
maturity,  who  it  might  be  laid, 
v*ithout  much  hyperbole,  had  for 
more  than  a  century  paft  been  con- 
^lutly  fed  by  the  court,  and  all 
wearing  its  livery,  had,  from  the 
coiamer.cem.ent  of  his  troubles,  been 
among  the  foremoil:  of  the  prefent 
fovereign's  moft  implacably  ene- 
mies, extending  their  malevoknce 
to  every  part  of  the  royal  family, 
and  fce.T.ing  emolous  to  exceed  the 
Pariuans  in  their  animcfity  and  ma- 
lice. Like  them  too,  they  had  con- 
ftituted  themfelves  fole  judges,  dif- 
penfers,  and  executors  of  the  laws. 
So  that  the  fame  men  being  judges, 
acctife»s,witnelTes,  and  executioners, 
mnch  time  was  faved  in  all  criminal 
pr^fecutions.     It  remains,  however. 


to  be  lamented  that  this  career  of 
patriotifm  in  purfuit  of  fummary 
julHce,  was,  in  Verfailles,  produdive 
of  Ibme  horrid  murders,  although 
the  voice  and  majeily  of  the  people 
gave  them  the  fandion  of  legality; 
and  thtfe  feemed  the  more  unlucky, 
as  they  occurred  in  private  family 
cafes,  where  no  party  or  political 
motives  could  have  any  concern. 

The  felicity  of  the  Verfaillians 
received  a  m.ortal  blow  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  court  to  Paris;  the 
danger  of  which  they  ieemed  totally 
blind  to  until  it  was  given.  By  that 
they  not  only  loft  the  conftant  butt 
and  objedl;  of  all  their  amufements, 
along  with  the  delicious  plealure  of 
continually  infulting  fallen  miajefty, 
but  they  loft  thereby  their  eftablifh- 
ed  ground  and  pretext  for  riots  and 
tumults,  without  whichit  was  fcarce- 
ly  poffible  f(>r  them  now  to  exift. 
They  likewife  felt,  with  inexpref- 
fible  mortification,  that  they  had  in- 
ftantaneoufly  loft  all  their  paft  con- 
fequence;  that  inftead  of  being 
looked  up  to  as  competitors  in  all 
deeds  of  renown  with  the  proud  Pa- 
rifians,  they  were  now  no  longer 
either  named  or  thought  of;  while 
the  voracious  capital,  along  with  the 
king,  would  gorge  itfelf  with  all  the 
praile  and  fame  appertaining  tp 
others. 

In  fuch  a  ftate  of  difcontent,  and 
with  fuch  inherent  difpofitions,  they 
could  never  want  pretences  for  riots 
and  tumults;  the  dearnefs  of  bread, 
and  Icarcity  of  ail  kinds  of  provi- 
fions,  independent  of  all  the  other 
grounds  of  complaint  which  inge-t 
nuity  could  be  at  no  loi's  in  devifaig, 
afforded  an  abundant  ftock  of  com- 
buftjble  matter  to  feed  the  rage  of 
an  enflamed  populace  ;  who  were  at 
the  lame  time  peculiarly  agitated  by 
a  hidden  fcurce  of  difcontent  which 

they 
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they  could  not  -vow,  but  which  did 

not  op^'.Pie  vvii.'  the  lei?  force  from 
its  being  cone  •  led  ;  t.iis  was  the 
want  and  priv-,ce  difti^l  :h;"y  al- 
ready ibrely  .^elt  in  thpir  farr.i'i.i, 
through  .he  1  jis  cA  chc.  pecuniary 
and  oiaer  r.Mefs  they  conAantly 
drew  from  ".hat  court,  wjic  .  they 
could  not  endure,  nor  would  fuffc. 
to  exift  a.r.'»g  '"hem,  at  t.ie  time 
that  it  was  aftording  ihem  nil  thefe 
benefiti.  Fr  m  thvu;,  and  other 
caufes,  Vrrfailles  conti-.:ued  in  a  ftate 
pf  the  ;^ixa.ieil  infubordinaiior  and 
diforuer from  the  rlncof  the  king's 
removal  to  Paris ;  but  this  ftate  of 
things  was  i'o  common,  and  it  being 
befides  a  generally  received  doftrine, 
fhat  tumu'ts  and  diiorders,  were  the 
genuine  etfeft.s  of  patriotifm,  and 
that  their  worft  confequences,  iuch 
as  conflagrations  and  maliacres,  were 
the  natural  reiult  and  legitimate 
iiTue  of  revolutions;  while  iuch  par- 
tial evils  were  not  worth  a  confider- 
ation,  when  oppofed  to  that  im- 
xncnfe  mafs  of  benefits  by  which  they 
were  produced  ;  under  all  thefe  cir- 
cumllances  and  conliderations,  to- 
gether with  a  fenfj  of  their  pall  fer- 
vices,  and  a  full  confidence  in  the 
purity  of  their  intentions,  however 
millaken  or  mifguiJed  they  might 
be  in  the  mode  of  expreffion,  the 
exorbitances  of  the  Veriaillians  pall- 
ed for  a  long  time  without  any  par- 
ticular notice. 

It  happened,  however,  in  procefs 
of  time,  that  the  national  aflembly 
became  ferioufly  apprehenfive,  that 
thefe  people,  whom  they  had  confi- 
dered  only  as  noify  and  riotous 
friends,  were,  after  all  their  intem- 
perance and  violence  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  quellion,  become  fecret 
and  dangerous  enemies.  In  fine, 
they  came  to  be  confidered  as  no 
better  than  a  generation  of  plotters 


and  confpirators;  and  were  ftrongly 
lulperied  of  a  c-iminality,  whk:,,  in 
any  other  leafcn,  and  with  -cIm  ct  to 
any  other  naiion,  wo-;li  have  ap- 
peared incredible,  thai  of  leaguing 
with  the  a-iftocrates  for  the  over- 
throw of  the  new.  conilitutlon,  and 
the  edab'iniiTient  of  a  counter-revo- 
lution. About  the  fcafonof  Chri!t- 
mas  thefe  fufpicions  and  charges  ran 
fo  high,  xh-'X  nothing  was  talked  of 
but  Vej-lllThian  plots  and  confpira- 
cies ;  >ind  tlie  alarm  became  very 
general.  One  of  the  ridicuinus  To- 
ries then  belie /ed  and  circulated 
was,  that  a  body  of  men  was  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  march  from  Verfailles  to 
Paris,  in  order  to  mur  ler  La  Fay- 
ette, Bailly,  Neckar,  and  fome  other 
popu!archarafters.  This  improbable 
tale,  dc.icient  in  every  circumftance 
which  could  give  it  the  moil:  dillant 
appearance  of  credibility,  produced, 
houever,  the  efred,  of  ■occalioiiing 
fome  confiderable  increafe  of  the 
guards  in  Paris,  as  well  as  fome  rd- 
terations  in  their  arrangement.  An- 
other  much  more  prob;'.blell:ory  was, 
that  a  great  number  of  the  rabble  oF 
Verfailles  had  intermixed  with  their 
brethren  at  Paris,  in  order  to  exci:e 
them  to  diforders  and  tumu'ts.  All 
thefe  plots,  like  fo  many  hundred 
othe.s  which  were  hourly  diiTenu- 
nated,  came,  however,  at  leng^Ui  to 
nothing;  and  it  was  not  long  before 
Verfailles  and  its  inhabitants  were 
funk  in  a  ftate  of  utter  oblivion. 

Before  we  entirely  difmifs  tins 
people,  who  are  notlikely  everagaiu 
to  afford  any  occafion  for  comiiig 
within  our  notice,  although  it  mu:t 
be  attended  with  fome  anticipation 
in  point  of  chronology,  we  think  it 
may  afford  no  fmall  fatisfiflion  to 
many  of  our  readers  to  be  informed 
of  a  certain  fort  of  poedcal  julHce, 
which,   in  the   common  courl'c   of 

events. 
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ever.ts,  left  apparently  to  their  na- 
tural operation,  fortune  has  admi- 
rillcicd  to  fo  pervcrfe  a  generation 
of  mtn.  It  is  tjien  to  b'"  (bfcrved, 
tkat  liom  the  ftate  of  populadon, 
ran%,  and  opulence  which  we  have 
defcribed,  there  is  fcarce'y,  at  the 
time  vvc  are  writing,  in  the  whole 
kingi-lom  of  France,  fo  fallen,  fo  re- 
duced, Icj  beggarly  a  town  as  Ver- 
failles;  while  want  and  diflrcfs  ope- 
rating upon  a  proper  diipofition  of 
mind,  have  rendered  the  inhabitants 
fo  pocorious  for  fliarping  and  impo- 
fition,  tliat  their  lodgings,  which 
might  afford  them  fome  tolerable 
means  of  iup^-ort,  generally  lie, 
through  this  caufc,  untenanted  upon 
their  hand;,;  although  the  purity  of 
the  air,  the  excellency  of  the  fitua- 
tion,  the  quiet  and  liience  which 
now  reign  there,  along  with  that 
penfive  pleaiure  which  men  derive 
from  contemplating  the  ruins  of 
fallen  greatnefs,  would  othcrv/ife 
have  rendered  it,  both  to  natives  and 
foreigners,  one  of  the  moll  delight- 
ful places  of  retirement  tliat  could 
^.ny  where  be  found. 

'']  he  populace  of  Paris,  rotwith- 
llanding  the  feverity  of  the  late  law 
againil  riots,  and  the  terrors  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  hoiiling  of 
the  bloody  H.iji,  began  to  give  ihong 
indications  of  their  difpofirion  to  re- 
new their  ufual  courie  of  tiimuhs, 
abcuithe  very  time  that  theirneigh- 
bours  of  Veiiallles  were  fo  iedu- 
Jouilv  forcing  themfelves  into  no- 
tice, and  had  excited  fo  much  fuf- 
}  icion  and  tr;.uble.  One  of'tlie  af- 
iigned  caufes  for  thefe  movements 
■civ.ong  the  Parifians  was  the  price 
of  bread.  This  efieniial  article  of 
life,  vvithcut  any  regard  to  the  prices 
oi  grain,  or  confideration  with  re- 
{p:  ll  to  the  famine  which  then  fo 
ifverely   prcfl'ed  all  others^  inufted 


that  the  price  of  bread  fliould  be 
unalterably  fixed  in  Paris  at  the  very 
low  rate  of  two  fous  per  pound. 
This  demand  will  appear  the  snore 
lingular  and  curious,  when  it  is 
kiiuvvn,  that  the  Parifian?  were  at 
this  time  fupplied  with  bread  at, a 
rate  which  would,  ca-tcris  paribus, 
prove  an  cxpence  or  lofo  to  the  na- 
tion of  twenty-two  m.Hions  ol  livres 
a  year;  they  coniumii  g  bread  tQ 
that  amount  ch.e  per  than  it  could 
be  procured  by  any  other  men  in 
the  kingdom. 

But  the  Parifians  felt  another 
caufe  of  difcontent,  which  opcated 
much  more  gricvoufly  up(in  tiicir 
imaginationsthan  the  price  of  broad, 
hoever  iinerefling  that  might  ap- 
pear. The  proceedings  of  the  court 
ofchatelet  had  given  the  greatcll 
offence  to  the  body  of  the  populace. 
That  court  having  been  conlH Luted 
by  the  national  afiembly  a  tempo- 
rary judicature  for  the  trial  and  pu- 
nifhment  of  all  treasons  againll  the 
nation,  had  accordingly  prcccedid 
through,  what  vvefliould  have  called 
here,  a  courfe  of  ftate  t:ia!s.  They 
began  their  proccfs  with  the  baron 
de  Bezenval,  the  Swifs  general,, 
whofs  life,  as  we  have  before  feen. 
had  been  preferved  with  fo  much 
difliculty  from  the  fury  of  the  Pari- 
fians. They  accordingly  watched 
the  iffue  of  this  trial  with  the  deep- 
ell  anxiety ;  ftill  flattering  them- 
fclvcs  that  the  court  would  not  dare 
to  acquit  a  man  who  they  had  fo 
long  and  fo  often  condjmned:  and 
warmly  hoping,  that  (o  long  and 
grievous  a  cefiaticn  from  aftion  and 
amuienienL  as  they  had  now  endured, 
would  be  clofed  by  a  fportive  holi- 
day, on  which  the  baron's  mangled 
carcaie,dragged  in  proceGion  through 
the  ftrcets,  and  his  head  exalted  on 
a  pike,  V  ould  renew  a  pleafmg  re- 
membrance 
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membrance  of  all   their  pad   tri- 
umphs. 

The  fturdy  Switzer  facer'  his  trial 
with  a  degree  of  compofure,  firm- 
nefsjand  rerolution,  which  aftonifhed 
the  beholders;  and  repelled  the  ac- 
cufations  brought  againit  him  with 
fuch  judgment  and  fpirit,  that  the 
court  could  not,  either  with  regard 
to  juflice,  or  to  their  own  charafter, 
poflibly  avoid  acquitting  him  ;  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  fuperior  con- 
tempt which  he  fhewed  for  any  dan- 
ger that  might  accrue  from  a  due 
difcharge  of  his  military  duties, 
feemed  to  overawe  even  his  ene- 
mies. It  is  however  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  Swifs  cantons  took  fo  fpi- 
rited  a  part  in  behalf  of  their  fuf- 
fering  commander,  that  it  is  thought 
the  national  alTembly  did  not  wilh 
matters  to  be  carried  to  extremity 
againft  him ;  fo  that  the  violence  of 
the  mob  was  poffibly  the  greatell 
danger,  which  he  apprehended  he 
had  to  encounter. 

Although  the  court  had  not  yet 
declared  the  fentence,  yet  every 
body  being  now  convinced  of  his 
acquittal,  nothing  could  exceed  the 
rage  and  indignation  of  the  popu- 
lace; who  confider^d  the  boalted 
benefits  of  the  revolution  as  r.othing 
but  deceptions,  iftlie  majelly  of  the 
people  was  to  be  thus  flagrantly  in- 
fulted,  and  their  authority  grofsly 
invaded,  by  attempting  to  ilripthem 
of  the  inherent  right  of  fummary 
and  executive  jultice.  They  ac- 
cordingly determined  to  force  the 
prifon  in  which  Bczenval  was  con- 
fined by  thechatelet,  and  to  exhibit 
in  hisperfonamemorableand  bloody 
inllance  to  mankin.l  of  that  inexor- 
able julHce  by  which  they  were 
guided;  the  execution  of  which 
Ihould  not  be  prevented  or  diverted, 
by  any  laws  or  by  any  authoritr. 


The  1 2th  of  January  was  fixed 
upon  for  the  execution  of  this  1e- 
fign;  and  the  expectation  and  c  jcl 
hopes  of  the  rabble  ^ercrifen  ti^rhe 
highell  point  at  wh  ch  ihev  were 
capable  of  arriving.  But  things 
were  much  changed  in  this  refpeft, 
and  they  were  not  able  in  their  pre- 
fent  ftate  to  condud  fchemfs  of  this 
nature  with  that  fecrccy  and  con- 
cealment, whici  are  fo  necoifiry  to 
their  fuccefs,  and  w  hich  allbrded 
them  fuch  infinite  advantages  in 
their  pall  conflifts  with  the  court. 
Bdilly,  La  Fayette,  the  chatelet,  the 
national  affembly,  and,  in  a  word, 
every  part  of  government,  became 
mailers  of  the  whole  defign,  before 
it  could  be  carried  into  execution, 
and  all  adopted  fuch  meafures  as 
feemed  belt  calculated  for  its  pre- 
vention or  defeat.  La  Fayette  acted 
with  great  vigour,  diligence,  aisd 
effeilt;  but  one  circumilance  in  hi^ 
conduft  occafioned  much  furpri.'e, 
and  afforded  no  fmall  room  for  fpe- 
culation.  This  was  his  placino-  the 
fecurity  of  Paris,  and  the  prefcrv.i- 
tion  of  her  tranquillity,  in  the  hands 
of  the  bou'-geoife  militia,  inft-^id  of 
entrufting  tilem  to  the  regular  liand- 
iag  forces,  who  received  con.lanc 
pay,  and  of  whom  the  late  French 
guards  formed  foconfpicuous  a  nart» 
Nothing  could  be  more  flattering  to 
the  militia  than  this  dilUnction,  anJ 
mark  of  unlimited  confidence,  in  a 
cafe  of  fo  much  fuppofed  danger ; 
they  accordingly  acted  their  part 
inimitably  well;  but  nothing  could 
be  a  more  galling  affront  to  the  re- 
gular troops  than  this  preference  gi- 
ven to  men  whom  they  defpliod. 

Though  the  immediate  defigns  of 
the  plotters  were  thus  overthrown, 
yet  the  capital  continued  in  a  itate 
of  great  diforder  for  two  or  tliree 
days.  Cabals  and  meetings  were 
conunually 
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continually  taking  place,  and  all  the 
pail  indications  ofmifchief were  re- 
ne.ved,  and  feemed  to  appear  in 
ftronger  colours  than  ufual.  The 
Verfaillians  were  again  fuppofed 
formidable,  and  thouTands  of  them 
were  faid  to  be  mixed  with  the  Pa- 
rifians.  Mifchiefs  of  every  kind, 
and  accompanied  with  every  degree 
of  horror  and  ruin,  were  generally 
expeded ;  and  even  thofe  the  beil 
informed,  fuppofed  fome  great,  and 
probably  dreadful  event.  The  ari- 
llocrates  were  charged  with  being 
the  authors  of  all  tills  evil,  in  their 
endeavours  to  carry  off  the  king, 
and  to  bring  about  a  counter-revo- 
iution.  Itwould  only  have  expofed 
a  ftranger  to  mockery  or  fufpicion, 
if  he  attempted  to  fliow  the  glaring 
improbability  of  fo  unnatural  arid 
monftrous  a  conlitionor  alliance,  as 
that  fuppofed  between  the  royalilh 
and  the  rabble  of  Paris  or  Verfailles, 
who  fcem-ed  by  fome  inherent  in- 
flinft  dcftincd  to  be  their  mortal  and 
implacable  enemies.  At  the  fame 
time,  it  was  openly  faid  on  all  fides, 
that  the  king's  life  would  be  the  im- 
mediate facrifice  to  any  attempt  to 
refcue  his  peribn;  and  that  the 
whole  royal  family  v.'ould  probably 
perilli  at  the  fame  inilant.  All  fo- 
reigners, who  had  any  knowledge  of 
the  former,  and  even  very  hue  cha- 
rafcer  of  the  people,  were  aftonilTied 
at  the  co-lr.cfs  and  indifference  with 
which  ti;'j  immolation  of  the  fove- 
reign,  in  fuch  a  circumfiauce,  was 
publicly  talked  of,  in  all  companies, 
from  the  highcft  to  the  lowefl,  as  an 
acl  which  of  courfe  muit  take 
place. 

In  the  mean  time,  La  Fayette  and 
his  militia,  by  a  vigorous  act  of  ex- 
ertion, put  an  end  to  the  combuflion 
in  Paris.  He  iuddenly  furrounded 
at  nigiit,  a  body  of  i  loo  of  the  mu- 


tineers, who  were  alTembled  in  thd 
Champs  Ely/ies,  of  whom  he  made  200 
prifoners,  the  reft  being  fo  terrified, 
that  they  feemed  to  confidcr  them- 
felves  happy  in  efcaping  with  their 
lives.  On  fearching  the  prifoners, 
they  were  found  well  furnifhed  with 
powder  and  ball,  made  up  into  car- 
tridges, but  not  a  fingle  mulket  was 
found  or  feen  in  the  whole  party. 
This  put  a  flop  for  the  prefent  to 
nodlurnal  meetings,  as  well  as  to 
riots  by  day.  Yet  fuch  was  the  ge- 
nius of  the  time  for  the  fabrication 
of  plots,  for  the  difcovery  of  myfte- 
ries  in  the  moft  common  and  obvi- 
ous occurrences,  and  for  the  belief 
of  the  moft  incredible  fables,  that 
this  was  ftill  infilled  upon,  and  that 
by  men  otherwife  of  good  fenfe  and 
well  informed,  to  be  the  beginning 
of  a  grand  arillocratical  plot,  deeply 
laid  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  confti- 
tution  and  prefent  government.  A 
troublefome  queftion,  however,  ftill 
remained  to  be  folved,  who  thofe 
immediate  inftruments  of  the  plot, 
thofe  aftual  rioters  were  ?  With  the 
evidence  of  zco  prifoners  before 
them,  this  feemed  a  queftion  eafiiy 
refolved ;  bat  it  would  be  too  mucli 
to  fuppofe  the  patriotic  Parifians  the 
authors  of  fuch  a  crime  ;  and  as  to 
the  Verfaillians,  befides  that  they 
had  boine  their  full  fhare  of  re- 
proach already,  they  were  too  near 
neighbours  to  be  loaded  with  all  the 
infamy.  In  this  ditiiculty,  the  terrrv 
of  brigavids,  which  had  already  an- 
fvveredfo  excellent  a  purpofe,  in  de- 
flroving  the  callles  of  the  nobilitv, 
luckily  occurred;  but, asif  queftions 
multiplied  in  proportion  as  they 
were  refolved,  ituill  remained  to  be 
anfvvered,  who  diefe  brigands  were  ? 
if  they  were  m.en  like  others,  and 
not  totally  imaginary  beings,  their 
exiftcnce  might  furely  be  eafily 
identified. 
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identified.  The  only  folution  that 
could  be  found  to  this  quelHon,  was 
the  fuppofuion  that  they  were  com- 
pofed  of  Germans  and  other  fo- 
reigners, who  had  come  to  Paris  for 
the  purpofe  of  raifing  tumults,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  carrying  of 
this  incomprehenfibic  plot  into  exe- 
cution. 

Bezenval  being  acquitted,  and 
fafely  dilcharged  from  Paris,  the 
chatelet  now  ventured  upon  what 
before  would  have  feemed  a  moll 
dangerous  tafk,  that  of  proceeding 
to  the  trial  of  the  prince  of  Lam- 
befcofmarfhal  Broglio,  and  of  fome 
others  of  thofe  principal  fugitives, 
who  had  been  long  accufed  of  that 
real  or  fuppofed  plot,  for  the  de- 
ilrudion  of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  the 
rational  aflembly,  for  governing  the 
kinQ:do3i  entirely  by  the  fword,  and 
placing  the  king  in  a  rtate  of  more 
unbridled  defpotifm,  than  even  the 
worft  of  his  predeceflbrs  had  polTef- 
fed  or  attempted,  and  which  had  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  revolution  in 
the  preceding  month  of  July,  as  well 
as  of  all  its  fubfequent  confequences, 
to  the  prefent  day.  As  the  event  of 
thefe  trials  feemed  to  include  in  no 
fmall  degree  the  grand  queftion  on 
the  neceffity,  juftnefs,  or  fitnefs  of 
the  revolution,  which  derived  its 
birth  from  this  fuppofed  plot,  fo  no 
caufe  could  be  more  interefting,  or 
excite  greater  expedation;  and  the 
feveral  parts  of  it  had  been  fo  long, 
fo  often,  and  fo  peremptorily  re- 
peated and  alTerted,  that  it  was  fup- 
pofed fuch  a  body  of  evidence  as 
nothing  could  refill  or  controvert, 
would  now  be  brought  forward  in 
its  fupport.  But  to  the  inexprellible 
furprize  of  every  body,  excepting, 
perhaps,  thofe,  who  were  in  the  im- 
mediate fee  ret  of  things,  no  evi- 
dence beyond  conje^ure,  inference. 


vague  reports,  and  hearfay  conver- 
fations,  appeared  on  the  fide  of  the 
profecution  ;  fo  that  the  plot  ftilllay 
in  its  original  llate  of  darknefs,  and 
Broglio.with  theothcr  fugitives,were 
of  courfe  acquitted  of  the  crime  of 
Uze  nation. 

It  will  always  be  found  difficult 
in  many  cafco,  to  reconcile  or  ac- 
count for  the  various  concradiftions 
and  iricoofi.lencies,  which  appear  in 
the  condudl  and  aflisns  of  men. 
Although  this  bufinefs  undoubtedly 
flood  foremoll:  in  point  of  importance 
of  all  thofe  which  had  been  prefcrih* 
ed  to  the  cognizance  of  the  chatelet, 
yet  there  are  good  rcafons  for  be- 
lieving that  its  being  brought  for- 
ward was  highly  difagreeable  to  the 
principal  rulers ;  who  could  not  wifh 
that  the  weaknefs  which  now  ap- 
peared in  fo  effential  a  point,  through 
the  total  failure  of  all  evidence  in 
its  fupport,  (hould  have  been  thus 
nakedly  expofed  to  eU  the  world. 
It  was  probably  imagined,  that  this 
was  an  affair  which  carried  fuch  ap- 
pearances of  danger  on  whatever 
fide  it  was  examined,  that  the  cha- 
telet would  not  venture  to  meddle 
with  it;  and  it  was  poffibly  intend- 
ed, that  no  great  apology  would  be 
necefTary  to  juftify  the  omilnon. 
However  that  v/as,  the  ch?.telet  fooa 
became  an  obj^fl  of  conllant  abufo 
with  the  democratical  writers,  and 
was  treated  with  a  coldnefs  and  in- 
difference by  the  alTembly,  which 
fl.'ongly  indicated  that  its  new  pow- 
ers were  not  likely  to  be  lafling. 

It  would  feem  as  if  this  ftate  of 
things  produced  in  one  inftance  z 
difpofition  to  temporize,  and  accom- 
modate matters  to  the  occafion,  in 
that  court,  which  ill  accorded  with 
that  high  character  of  honour  and 
inflexible  integrity,  which  through 
a  long  courfe  of  pall  years  it  had, 

ia 
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in  defiance  ot  power,  fojuilly  merit- 
ed, and  (o  often  nobly  luilained. 
This  k'  as  m  tue  cafe  ot  one  Favras, 
who,  if  v\  c  mill  .ke  not,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  narion^l  aflembly.  This 
man  was  charged  with  being  con- 
cerned in  a  plot  for  overthrowing 
the  new  conftitution,  and  for  brl.g- 
irg  abouta  counter-revolution.  The 
evi  jence  againlt  him  was  fo  weak 
and  defedive,  that  it  has  been  com- 
pared with  that  which  has  heretofore 
been  received,  an  J  brought  fo  much 
dif^race  u;.on  the  coiirfe  of  legal 
juftice  in  our  own  country,  in  thoib 
unfortunate  periods  of  its  hillory, 
when  Titus  Gates  an.:  Amilar  vil- 
lains were  alio  vved  to  flouriili  and  fuch 
Jiien  as  Jeffe-ies  were  the  difpenfers 
of  nur  laws.  Favras  was  condemned 
and  executed  ;  and  this  unfortunate 
man  was  generally  confidered  as  a 
vidlim  deftin'^d  to  be  a  peace-offer- 
ing to  the  Pniifians;  in  the  vain 
hope  of  reconciling  them  to  the  lofs 
of  thofe  others  on  whom  their  defire 
was  much  more  ftro  'gly  i-.xed.  It 
was  a  curious  circumftance,  and 
worthy  of  notice,  that  the  condufl 
of  the  chattlet,  infiead  of  procuring 
the  end  propofed,  was  equally  re- 
probated and  condemned  by  both 
parties ;  and  that  that  court  was 
overwhelmed  with  fuch  torrents  of 
reproach  coming  from  all  quarters, 
as  it  had  never  before  in  the  courfe 
of  its  exiftence  experienced. 

Convinced  as  they  undoubtedly 
were  of  its  juftnefs,  the  chatelet  did 
not  fink  under  the  weight  of  the  re- 
proach ;  but  feemed  defirous  of  re- 
trieving their  charafter  by  the  vi- 
gour with  which  they  profecuted  the 
enquiry  after  the  authors  of  the  plot, 
murders,  and  intended  mafTacre  of 
the  6ih  of  October;  being  thofe 
v/orthy  citizens,  who  had  been  re- 
prefented  by  the  democratical  wri- 


ters  as  to'.  j,lly  innocent  of  all  crime, 
and  as  .ifling  purely  in  theii  own 
defence.  Not  content,  however, 
with  this  inftance  of  independ-mce 
and  fpirit  as  if  it  were  to  affoid  a 
demonftration  that  the  love  of  juf- 
tice was  the  only  operative  motive 
of  their  aftions,  they  <.  ntered  deep- 
ly and  with  the  utmoft  earned  nefs 
into  that,  evidently,  mo'^  critical  and 
dangerous  bufineis,  and  enquiry  into 
the  conTuft,  defigns  and  proceedings 
of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  of  Mi- 
rabeau,  who  acling  apparently  as  his 
inllriiment,  was  in  fait  the  framer 
of  every  thing  that  (hewed  genius 
in  h!5  plans,  and  that  v/ent  beyond 
cunning  in  his  projeds.  It  requir- 
ed no  infpiration,  nor  even  much 
fagacity,  to  have  feen,  that  whether 
thefe  enquiries  came  within  the  let- 
ter of  their  inftrudticns  or  not,  they 
could  not  at  all  accord  with  theirfpi- 
ntanddengn;  and  were  widely  dif- 
ferent from  the  purpofes  to  which 
that  court  owed  its  temporary  infti- 
tution.  They  were,  however,  ad- 
mitted to  proceed  to  a  certain  de- 
cent and  confiderable  length  in  tiieir 
enquiries;  until  at  length  becoming 
too  trou'slcfome,  bringing  matters  to 
light  which  there  was  no  occafion 
fliould  be  publicly  known,  and  the 
prefervation  of  thofe  appearances 
which  operated  to  their  inflitution 
being  no  longer  neceflary,  their 
powers  were  fuddenly  withdrawn, 
their  enquiries  left  unfinifhed,  and 
the  chatelet  for  ever  laid  by.  This 
was  foon  followed  by  the  total  anni- 
hilation of  that,  and  of  all  the  other 
ancient  courts  of  law  and  jalHcein 
the  kingdom. 

In  the  mean  time  the  king's  firm- 
nefs  in  rejetling  the  propofed  viiit 
and  coalition,  v/as,  through  means 
or  motives  of  which  we  are  not  in- 
formed, at  length  overcome.     It  is 

not 
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fabt  to  be  fuppofed  th.it  he  could  be 
totally  indifferent  to  the  menaces 
againll  his  life  wMch  were  continu- 
ally thrown  out  in  cafe  of  any  at- 
tempt to  refcue  his  perfon,  (an  event 
hourly  to  be  looked  for,  without  his 
concurrence  or  knowledge,  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  temper  and  difcon- 
tent  which  prevailed  through  fo 
great  apart  of  thenation)  and  con - 
fidering.his  remarkable  atfeclion  for 
the  queen  and  children,  whofe  lives, 
he  knew,  hung  by  the  fame  hair  with 
his  own,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  but 
he  was  as  deeply  affeJled  on  their 
account  as  his  own.  Perhaps  other 
motives  might  have  operated. 
P  ,  ,  Whatever  they  were, 
^  ''  the  king  appeared  ftid- 
'"  '  denly  at  the  national 
afTembly,  where  he  complained  of 
the  attempts  which  were  made  to 
(hake  the  bafis  of  the  new  conftitu- 
tion,  and  declared  it  to  be  his  defire, 
that  it  ihould  be  univerfally  known, 
that  the  monarch  and  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  nation  were  entirely 
united ;  that  their  wiflaes  were  the 
fame ;  that  he  would  defend  the 
conftitutional  liberty,  the  principles 
of  which  the  general  wi{h,  in  con- 
cert with  his  own,  had  confecrated ; 
and  that,  conjointly  with  the  queen, 
he  would  early  form  the  heart  and 
the  fentimcnts  of  hi*  fon,  for  that 
new  order  of  things,  which  the  cir- 
cumfiances  of  the  empire  had  intro- 
duced and  fandlified. 

As  foon  as  the  king  was  with- 
drawn, the  afi'cmbly  voted  an  ad- 
drefs  of  thanks  to  him  ;  and  per- 
ceiving at  once  the  deep  diimay  and 
conllernaticn  with  vvhich  this  unex- 
peifled  meafure  fcemed  ner.rly  to 
overwhelm  the  minority,  they  in- 
ftantly  determined  to  take  advan- 
tage of  their  confufion  and  alloniih- 
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ment,  and  immediately  ifiTaed  a  dc?- 
cree,  which,  in  that  llate,  none  had 
the  courage  to  oppofe,  and  by 
which,  e\cry  m^raoer  was  obliged 
to  take  the  newly-dcvifed  civic  oathj 
under  the  penalty  of  being  exclud- 
ed from  giving  his  vote  on  any  oc- 
cafion.  This  teft  was  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, that  they  had  reafon  for  con- 
ceiving it  wojld  prove  effedual  in 
purging  the  aiTembly  of  moll,  if  not 
ail  of  thofe,  v.  hofc  names  or  coun- 
tenance they  no  longer  vvanted,  and 
whofe  company  they  no  farther 
wiHied  to  be  troablcd  with.  Ths 
alfembly  then  decreed  a  general  ad- 
dreis  to  tae  provmces,  remmding 
them  of  all  it  Jiad  dur.e  for  the  fake 
of  public  liberty,  laying  before  them 
v/liat  it  propoiei  farther  to  do,  for 
the  complete  regeneration  of  the 
empire,  and  holding  out  proper  rea- 
fons  and  arguments  to  prepofTefs 
them,  againlt  thofe  unfavourable 
imprefilons  which  evil  m.indcd  pcr- 
fons  were  endeavouring  to  infufe 
upon  their  minds. 

Soon  after  the  exhibition  of  this 
Rate  farce,  this  flrange  and  extra- 
ordinary coalition,  by  which  th? 
king  without  gaiiiing  one  new  friend 
loll  many  of  the  old,  ar.d  much  cf 
thj  coniidence  and  conf-cleration 
wl.ich  he  held  wi:h  all,  the  rational 
aiTembly  re  fumed  the  affairs  of  the 
clergy,  a  bafi.iefs  vvhich  they  julUy 
confidered  of  the  lad  imporrar-te,  a? 
their  cflates  and  property  were  to 
fupply  that  pledge  and  fecuiitVj; 
which  was  to  be  oifered  to  the  na- 
tion for^  the  difclKiroc  of  tacir  im  - 
menfe  debts,  as  well  as  to  make 
good  the  cuner.t  dei'.eicnci:-s  which 
a.o  e,  from  the  failure  of  payment 
c{  the  remaining  laxc;,  and  t.ic  tj- 
til  iofs  of  the  inoil  productive'^ 
i^"h::h  had  been  generally  icpeA-lca.- 

y]  Ac- 
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P  ,  v.    -^'^  ^^^^  meeting  the  af- 

leb.^  i3tn,  ^^^^^^    fuppreffed    all 

''°  ■  monallic  ellablifhinents 
for  ever,  and  confifcatcd  all  their 
lands ;  allowing,  however,  the  pre- 
fent  friars  and  nuns  to  continue  in 
the  obfervance  of  their  monallic 
vows ;  granting  them  fome  mode- 
rate ftipends  for  maintenance  ;  and 
to  the  nuns,  the  fpecial  favour  and 
privilege,  (which  was  indeed  an  a£l 
of  great  humanity,  independent  of 
its  juflice)  that'  thejjj  Ihould  not  be 
removed  from  the  convents  in  which 
they  then  rciided,  without  their  ov/n 
tonfent  ar,d  free  choice. 

As  the  bufmefs  of  the  clergy  was 
now  b-^ought  nearly  to  a  concluhon, 
at  leait  with  refpefl  to  fa£l,  though 
not  entirely  as  to  time,  we  fhall  pur- 
fue  it  to  the  end,  leavir.g  thofe  in- 
termediate matters  which , 'occurred 
in  its.coarfe  fubjeft  to  further  ob- 
fervation.  In  the  fucceeding  month 
of  April,  the  aflembly  completed 
their  plan.  They  voted  away,  in 
purfuance  of  their  prior  refolution 
of  November,  all  the  territorial  pof- 
feifions  of  the  diurch,  deflining 
them  in  general,  but  rot  fpeciiic 
terms,  to  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt.  They  afiigned  to  the  ci.urch- 
inen,  in  return,  certain  fixed  pen- 
iions,  which  though  much  fmaller 
tlian  their  former  revenues,  were, 
perh::p3,  barely  fufficient  for  their 
exifter.ce ;  although  not  in  any  de- 
gree ibitable  to  their  paft  habits, 
condition,  cr  modes  of  living;  many 
of  them  being  necefiUrily  of  the  firJt 
familiss  in  the  kingdom, and  long  ufed 
to  fplendour,  refpci!:,  and  opulence. 
The  affembiy  like  wife,  at  this  time, 
began  to  iflue  to  the  creditors  of  the 
rtate  a  new  kind  of  p:iper  money 


under  the  name  of  afiignations,  tluit 
is  aflignats,  on  the  church  lands  thus 
confifcated,  which  were  to  be  the 
general  fecurity  for  all  the  paper 
thus  iffued.  From  hence  originated 
that  inundation  of  afiignats  which 
have  fmce  deluged  France  and  the 
neighbouring  countries.;  and  which 
have  excited  the  aJtonifhment  of 
Europe,  through  the  extraordinary 
exertions  which  they  have  enabled 
her  to  make. 

It  was  a  curious  circtmrtance  that 
Mirabc.u,  who  had  fo  lately  pub- 
lifhed  a  fevere  Philippic  again!!  the 
emperon  Jofcph  for  the  injullice  of 
his  claim  on  the  Scheldt,  and  in 
wHch  he  particularly  reprobated  his 
conduct  with  refpeft  to  the  plunder 
of  the  monalleries  and  convents  in 
the  Low  Countries,  fhould  now,  in 
fo  fhort  a  period  of  time,  have  fo 
totally  departed  from  the  fentiments 
which  he  then  avowed,  that  through 
the  whole  progrefs  of  the  prefent 
bufmeC,  he  was,  on  every  occafion, 
the  itrong;i1:  and  moft  determined 
leader  in,  or  fupportcr  of  all  the  vio- 
lent proceedings  carried  on  againft 
the  French  clergy.  The  following 
fentencc,  acidrefl'ed  .to  the  emperor, 
in  the  treatife  we  have  mentioned, 
will  ferve  to  illuftrate  this  condud  as 
well  as  to  juftify  the  obfervation  : 
"  Difpife  the  monks  as  much  as  you 
pleafe,  but  do  not  rob  them  ;  for  it 
is  unlawful  to  rob  cither  the  molt 
determined  atiieift  or  the  moil:  cre- 
dulous capuchin  friar."  So  much 
do  men's  f.ntim.ents  vary  v.'ith  cir- 
cumftances,  even  in  quelHons  of 
right  or  wrong,  of  juftice  or  injuf- 
tice !  quellions,  which  it  might  be 
fupftofed  did  not  adinit  ofany  change 
of  opinion. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.      VII. 

IneffgSlual  attempts  made  by  the  French  privileged  orders,  for  procuring  re- 
drefs  or  fuccour  from  the  neighbouring  cotitinental  ponvers.  State  of  political 
affairs  in  Europe,  vjhich,  -jjith  ether  caufes,  tended  to  produce  that  indiffer- 
ence ^with  refptcl  to  France  nvhich  noixj  appeared.  Courts  of  Madrid  and 
Turin.  Rajh  and  impetuous  proceedings,  along  vjith  the  contemptuous  lan- 
guage ufed  by  the  national  affembly,  ferves  continually  to  create  ne-zu  enemies 
abroad  as  nxiell  as  at  home.  Wrong  offered  to  the  Germati  princes  njuith 
refpeJi  to  their  poffejjions  and  rights  in  Alface,  embitters  the  '-whole  empire 
againji  the  nenxj  government,  and  implants  deeply  the  feeds  of  future  conten- 
tion and  ivar.  iVeJi  India  colonies  throivn  into  a  Jlate  of  the  utmoff  df- 
trder  and  confujion,  and  at  length  precipitated  into  the  mojl  dreadful  fcenes 
tf  deflation,  conflagration,  and  maffacre,  -ivhich  terminate  in  final  defiruc- 
tion,by  a  fries  of  ill-judged  and  precipitate  meofitres,  of  impolitic,  impraSii- 
cahle,  or  contradiclory  decrees.  Great  diforders  in  the  army.  Soldiers  thro-iv 
off  all  fubordination  and  difcipline.  The  people  being  no-w  in  poffejfon  of 
liberty,  a  deftre  of  uncontrolled  rule  and  fo'vereignty  becomes  the  leading  and 
general  paffion,  a  circumfiance  ^..vhich  fer-ves  greatly  to  unite  them,  and  ts 
Jlrengthen  the  nen.v  fyjiem.  The  zveak  attempts  of  the  royalijls,  and  the  con- 
tinual reports  of  plots,  confpiracies,  and  invafons,  caufe  fucb  a  general 
alarm,  that  the  provinces  affociate  and  arm  ;  fo  that  France  feems  covered 
i>jith  camps  and  armies.  State  of  the  arifiocrates  and  parties  adferje  to 
government.  Corf  ca  annexed  to  France  as  part  of  the  kingdom.  Applica- 
tion from  the  court  of  Spain  relative  to  the  difpute  njuith  England,  brings  on 
a  debate  on  the  quejiion,  in  nvhofe  hands  the  right  of  peace  and  ivar  fjould 
be  lodged.  Second  application  from  Spain  brings  on  a  change  of  the  minijiry. 
Mutiny  of  the  fleet  at  Brefl.  Anacharis  Clcotz,  introduces  to  the  affembly 
his  ambaffadors  from  all  mankind.  Decree  for  abolifl?ing  all  titles,  and  ob- 
literating all  memorials  of  nobility  and  family  diflintlion,for  ever  in  France. 
Grand  national  confederation  at  Parts.  Bloody  contefl  at  Nancy.  Mr. 
Neckar  quits  the  kingdom,  after  various  df graces,  and  narrovJy  efcaping 
the  fury  of  the  Parifians.  Schifm  of  the  French  clergy  ;  the  greater  part  cf 
nvho?n  fubmit  to  the  lofs  of  their  penfions,  and  to  expulfon  from  their  pafloral 
duties,  rather  than  to  tak  (the  nevjly-prefcribed  oaths. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  the  ed  in  a  little  time  to  acquire  freHi 

immediate  difniay  produced  aftivity   and   new   vigour,    from   a 

by  the  late  ad  of  the  king,  in  ap-  check  which  had  at  Hrft  imprefled 

proving  of  all   the   proceedings  of  tli^m  with  fuch  viJibleconfternation. 

the  aflembly,   and    in    difclaiming  For  though,  in  order  to  ftrength- 

and    reprobating   all  the   meafures  en    both,   they    wiihcd    to     make 

puriued  in   his   favour,  the   ruined  their  own  caufe  common  with  that 

privileged   orders  foon   rccollcflcd  of  the  crown,  in  every  attempt  for 

themfclvcs,  and  inftcad  of  finking  the  recovery  of  the  lolt,  or  the  pre- 

under  that  uncxpedcd  blow,  fccm-  fcrvation  ofwhat  remained  of  their 

[  /  2  ]  Biutual 
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mutuiil  rights,  yet  they  confidered 
their  own  dilUncl  intcrcfls  as  being 
of  too  great  a  magnitude,  and  too 
imniediate  an  importance,  to  be  fa- 
crificed  to  the  weaknefs,  the  ca- 
price, or  to  the  perfonal  terrors,  of 
their  wretched,  imprifoned  fove- 
reign. 

In  this  ftate  they  naturally  turn- 
ed their  eyes  in  the  firft  inftance  to 
their  own  refugee  princes  at  the 
court  of  Turin,  with  whom  they 
held  a  clofe  corrcfpondence,  parti- 
cularly from  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces ;  but  thefe  ruined  princes, 
who  .were  beholden  to  flranp-ers 
for  flicker  and  fubfiltence,  could  af- 
ford no  other  means  of  fupport  or 
affiflance  than  the  little  which 
might  pofiibly  be  derived  merely 
from  their  names  and  rank  ;  while 
this  fource,  weak  and  confined  as  it 
would  have  been  at  belt,  was  ftill 
farther  narrowed,  and  reduced  al- 
moft  to  nothing,  by  the  peculiar 
unpopularity  in  which  the  rafhnefs 
and  imprudence  of  the  count  d'Ar- 
tois,  had  very  unfortunately  involv- 
ed that  prince.  The  alarmed  and 
diftrelled  nobility  did  not,  however, 
xeft  here ;  they  are  faid  to  have 
been  incefiant  in  their  applications 
to  all  the  neighbouring  continental 
powers  for  their  interference  in  de- 
livering their  king,  and  in  aiTiltiiig 
to  eltablilh  in  their  wretched  coun- 
try fome  jnft  and  equitable  form  of 
government,  which,  under  the  fanc- 
tionof  a  limited  and  well-regulated 
ir.onarchy,  might  put  an  end  to  the 
prcfent  horrid  fccne  of  confufion 
and  anarchy,  v/hile  it  afforded  li- 
berty of  perion  and  fccnrity  of  pro- 
perty to  every  order  and  clafi  of  the 
people. 

But    it   happened    unfortunately 
v.'ith  refpci't  to  the  caufc  of  the  dlf- 
fre/Tcd,    tjn:   Europe   feldoai    has 
t 


been,  through  a  long  courfe  of 
years,  in  a  Itate  lefs  capable  of  af- 
fording the  fuccour  now  demanded, 
or  in  which  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, or  the  difpofition  of  the  fove- 
reigns,were  lefs  calculated  for  under- 
taking any  enterprize,  than  at  the 
prefent.  The  mad  ambition  of  the 
emperor  Jofeph,  under  the  influence 
of  the  overwhelming  power  and 
vaft  defigns  ofRuffia,  to  which  he 
became  To  miferable  a  dupe,  befides 
the  ruin  and  the  fpirit  of  revolt 
which  it  fpread  through  his  own 
vaft  dominions,  had  in  no  fmall  de- 
gree deranged  the  general  policy 
of  Europe;  for  while  fcveral  ftates 
were  watching  with  apprehenfion 
and  difmay,  the  dreaded  evils  which 
the  farther  progrefs  and  fuccefs  of 
the  dangerous  combination  between 
thefe  two  mighty  empires  were  ca- 
pable of  producing,  others,  who  be- 
ing more  powerful  were  lefs  appre- 
henfive  of  danger,  were,  however, 
no  lefs  occupied  in  attending  to  the 
fame  objedls,  in  the  hope  of  deriv- 
ing fome  benefit  to  themfelves  in 
the  ifi"ue,  from  the  poffibly  difaf- 
trous  events,  and  from  the  unfore- 
feen  circumftances  of  difunion, 
which  the  courfe  of  fo  doubtful  a 
purfuit,  and  of  fo  impolitic  and  un- 
natural an  alliance,  might  be  capa- 
ble of  producing.  While  all  fpirit 
of  adventure  was  thus  efi'vidually  re- 
ftraincd  in  the  centre  and  north  of 
Europe,  the  court  of  Spain,  fo 
clofely  united  in  blood  and  alliance 
v.ith  the  king  and  government  of 
France,  was,  at  this  critical  fea- 
fon,  when  the  exiftence  of  the  great 
and  parent  ftock  of  the  Bourbon 
line  was  more  than  at  ftake,  moil 
indbiftriouny  involving  herfelf  in  a 
ridiculous  fquabble  with  England, 
the  objeci  of  difpute  fcarcely  bcar- 
ipig-  or  dcfciviiig  a  nume  ;  and  wss 
wantonly 
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■^intonly  and  blindly  ruilung  into 
a  contell  which  fhe  was  totally  in- 
capable of  fuftaining.  On  the  other 
/ide  of  rhe  Mediterranean,  the  king 
of  Sardinia,  befides  his  being  by 
nature  a  peaceable  prince  totally 
indifpofed  to  war,  was  not,  from  the 
ftate  of  his  finances,  of  his  army,  of 
his  fortrefles,  or  of  any  of  the  lead- 
ing requifites  efTcntial  to  fiich  a  de- 
cifion,  in  any  condition  to  hazard 
the  experiment,  even  fuppofing  that 
his  own  dilpolitioii  had  prompted 
him  ever  fo  ftrongly  to  the  mea- 
fure. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  it  fo 
happened,  that  fcarcely  in  any  age 
ancient  or  modern,  whether  among 
refined  or  half  civilized  nations,  any 
fimiJar  body  of  men,  fo  fuddenly 
involved  in  the  moll:  pitiable  ftate 
of  degradation  and  ruin,  ever  ex- 
cited io  little  fympathy,  or  ever  met 
with  fo  cold  and  forbidding  a  recep- 
tion, as  the  French  nobility  expe- 
rienced upon  this  occafion  in  all 
the  neighbouring  countries.  They 
were,  almoft  without  exception, 
every  where  beheld  with  a  preju- 
diced and  malignant,  rather  than  a 
kind  or  benevolent  eye :  and  even 
while  they  yet  poflelTed  money, 
found  it  difficult  to  procure  ihelter. 
It  would  be  in  vain  to  attribute  this 
general  public  diflike  (for  it  was 
much  Wronger  than  mere  indiifer- 
ence)  to  political  caufes  or  motives, 
any  more  than  to  the  particular  dif- 
pofition  of  fovereigns.  For,  although 
the  human  mind  willingly  makes 
many  great  (acrlnces  to  laws,  to  go- 
vernment, and  to  power,  it  i>  by  no 
means  diipofed  to  rclign  it«  fympa- 
thies  or  antipathicb  to  the  will  or 
opinion  of  oti:ers;  and  perhaps  Icfs 
ib  to  its  rulers  than  to  any.  ].i\ 
whatever  intcrelts  thehe^rt  it  is  ex- 
tremely tenacious  J  nature  feqmirrij 


to  have  implanted  that  principle  in. 
order  to  afford  ferae  flielter  or  re- 
fuge, even  in  defpite  of  power,  to 
the  forlorn  viff ims  of  oppreiTion  ani 
diilrefs.  There  Icems  much  room 
then  for  prefuming,  unlels  fome 
more  cogent  caufe  can  be  produced, 
than  the  infufferable  vanity  and  ar- 
rogance, which  had  ever  marked 
the  charafter  of  that  people,  whe- 
ther colledlively  or  individually, 
thi-oiigh  all  the  days  of  thci;-  prof- 
perity,  was  now,  in  the  hard  feafoiv 
of  their  adverfity,  too  well  remem- 
bered by  thofe  neighbours,  whom 
they  had  heretofore  treated  with  tlie 
moll  fupreme  and  mortifying  con- 
tempt. 

But  the  overweening  confidence, 
the  rafli  and  imperious  language, 
with  the  precipitate  determinations 
of  the  national  aflembly,  were  fully 
competent  to  the  creation  of  ene- 
mies abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  who 
might  otherwife  have  been  friends, 
or  at  leall  indifferent  fpedators.  In 
their  rage  for  the  total  overthrow 
and  abolition  of  the  feudal  fyllem, 
they  had  paid  as  little  regard  to  the 
rights  and  interells  of  foreigners,  as 
they  had  done  in  all  cafes  with  re- 
fpc>;ft  to  thole  of  their  ov.n  nobility 
and  clergy.  The  duke  of  Wirtem- 
berg,  thf  prjnce  of  Deuxponts,  with 
many  other  German  princes  both 
fecular  and  ecclefiallical,  held  great 
pofieffions  in  Alface,  and  ether  pro- 
vinces, which  Fiance  had  hereto- 
fore wrenched  from  the  empire  in 
the  days  of  its  troubles  and  diilrefs, 
and  which  thefe  princc^s  held  by  the 
fame  original  tenure  that  they  ^lid 
their  other  cllates  more  innnediati-ly 
at  home.  Thefe  ieveral  diltricls. 
with  all  the  ancient  rights  apper- 
taining to  them,  were,  in  the  year 
1648,  after  the  forcible  transfer  of 
paramount  donvnio:i  by  arms   hal 
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already  taken  place,  fartlier  fe- 
cured,  confirmed,  and  guaranteed 
to  the  poflellbrs,  in  the  ilrongefl 
manner,  by  the  celebrated  treaty 
of  Weftphalia,  to  which  France  her- 
felf  was  a  contraifting  party,  and 
from  which  alone  fhe  can  derive 
£ny  legal  title  or  claim  to  the  pro- 
vinces in  quellion,  of  which  thefe 
lefTer  fiefs  compofe  a  confiderable 
part.  Yet  thefe  rights,  fo  authen- 
tically confirmed  and  guaranteed, 
had  been,  without  the  fmalleft  ex- 
planation cr  ceremony,  totally  fet 
alide  and  fubverted,  by  the  fimple 
decree  of  a  new  and  unheard-of 
body  of  men,  who  fuddenly  called 
themfelves  a  French  aflembly,  while 
a  captive  king,  in  violation  of  trea- 
ties by  which  he  was  perfonally, 
and  his  country  through  him  di- 
j-eftly  bound,  and  in  direft  contra- 
didlion  to  his  own  opinion  and  ad- 
vice publicly  com.municated  to  that 
afiembly,  was  compelled,  moft  un- 
willingly, to  give  his  fandtion  to 
this  violation  and  wrong. 

■We  have  already  feen  the  indig- 
nation excited  in  the  afibmbly,  juft 
before  the  king's  removal  from 
V'erfailles,  upon  receiving  his  let- 
ter, in  which  he  had  ventured  to 
expollulate,  in  the  gentleft  terms, 
upon  the  impolicy  and  danger,  as 
v/ell  as  the  flagrant  injuilice,  of  this, 
and  of  feme  others  of  their  ads, 
which  had  been  then  haflily  de- 
creed ;  we  have  likewife  feen,  that 
at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  in  the  midft 
of  that  dreadful  tumult,  in  which 
his  life  apparently  hung  by  a  fmgle 
hair,  he  was  obliged,  without  com.- 
rnent,  explanation,  or  referve,  to 
give  his  fandion  to  this  decree,  as 
well  as  to  that  which  eftablidied  and 
confirmed  the  revolution,  and  to  all 
others  which   were  then  in  read  • 


nefs.  Upon  this,  as  well  as  upon 
every  other  occafion  in  which  the  ' 
fubjedl  was  at  all  mentioned,  the 
national  aflembly  afFedled  to  treat 
the  rights  and  claims,  as  v/ell  as  the 
perfons  and  condition  of  the  fo- 
reign princes  with  the  moft  infuf- 
ferable  contempt  ;  nor  did  their 
great  bond  of  right  and  fecurity, 
the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  which  is 
confidered  as  the  Magna  Charta  of 
the  Germanic  empire,  and  held  by 
that  people  as  little  lefs  than  facred, 
meet  with  any  greater  refpeft. 

This  occafioned  a  general  outcry 
againft  the  French,  and  particularly 
againft  the  conduft  of  their  aflem- 
bly, in  Germany  ;  while  the  injured 
princes,  no  lefs  irritated  perhaps  by 
the  injarious  treatment  which  they 
received,  than  by  their  immediate 
lofles,  were  inceflant  in  their  appli- 
cations, both  individually  and  col- 
ledively,  to  the  diet  of  the  empire 
for  proteftion  and  redrefs.  The 
diet  took  up  the  buflnefs  with  great 
fpirit ;  and  though  the  untoward 
ftate  of  public  afl'airs  did  not  yet  af- 
ford leifure  to  the  great  powers  of  the 
empire  to  take  fuch  an  active  fliare 
in  the  buflnefs  as  might  give  imme- 
diate efiicacy  to  its  proceedings  and 
intentions,  it  was  by  no  means  the 
lefs  fcnfible  of  the  injury  and  wrong, 
and  of  the  infult  thereby  offered  to 
the  v.hole  Germanic  body.  It  is 
not  indeed  improbable,  that  the 
vexatious  inability  of  enforcing  its 
rci'oktions  which  the  diet  now  ex- 
perienced, fervcd  much  to  increafe 
its  indignation  and  refentment.  We 
accordingly  find,  that  the  diet  be- 
came and  continued  exceedingly 
adverfe,  and  avowedly  di'pofed  to 
be  hoftile  to  the  new  French  go- 
vernment, which  they  confidered  as 
commencing  its  career  by  a  flagrant 
violation 
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violation  of  public  faith  and  of  the 
moll  facred  treaties,  of  fetting  the 
general  opinions  and  laws  of  man- 
kind at  defiance,  and  of  wiOiing  to 
difToIve  or  overthrow  all  thofe 
compads  between  rations,  which 
had  been  conftrudlcd  as  mounds  for 
the  prefervation  of  their  mutual 
peace  and  fecurity.  Jn  this  tem- 
per, and  wich  thefe  opinions,  the 
Germanic  body,  through  the  me- 
dium of  its  diet,  only  waited  for 
the  arrival  of  the  proper  fcafon,  and 
the  concurrence  of  the  proper 
means,  to  carry  the  eitefl  of  their 
refentment,  and  the  redrei's  of  the 
injury  oH^ercd,  at  once  into  execu- 
tion 

Thus  from  the  habit  of  giving 
a  loole  and  unbounded  fcopc  to 
haughty,  contemptuous,  and  arro- 
gant language,  oi  lurning  all  niAt- 
lers,  however  fcrious,  to  ridicule, 
which  did  not  entirely  correfpond 
with  their  own  ideas,  cr  diredtly 
fuit  their  liking,  and  by  a  dii^ato- 
rial  and  peremptory  mode  of  pro- 
Cfeding,  in  all  points  correfponding 
witii  the  language  and  manner, 
were  the  feeds  of  a  fevcre,  bitter, 
and  extenfive  war,  capable  of  events 
and  confequences  far  beyond  all 
calculation,  moft  indulliioufly  fown 
by  the  national  afiembly  in  that 
wide  and  powerful  empire.  Where- 
as, if  a  due  attention  had  been  at 
firil  paid  to  propriety  of  language 
and  conduct,  if  the  femblance  of 
julHce  and  equity  had  been  oblerv- 
ed,  by  duly  examining  and  confi- 
'  dering  the  rights  of  the  princes  and 
tiie  obligations  of  treaties,  and  if 
the  relult  of  this  enquiry  had  been, 
the  propoful  of  a  fair  compenfation 
to  the  toimcr  for  the  furrender  of 
their  feudal  rights,  there  is  not  the 
fmallell  room  for  doubting,  that  this 
troublefome   bufinefs    would    have 


been  eafily  accommodated ;  and  if 
the  princes  had  even  in  fome  de- 
gree^  overrated  their  demands,  poli- 
tical prudence  would  have  fliewn, 
that  it  was  more  eligible  to  fubmit 
to  fome  fmali  prefcn:  recuniary  ex- 
tortion, and  thereby  get  quit  of  a 
claim  which  could  never  be  renew- 
ed, than  to  Tuiier,  particularly  m  (o 
critical  a  feafon  as  the  prefent,  luch 
a  bone  of  endlefs  difcord  to  conti- 
nue conftantly  in  view. 

When  it  was  too  late,  the  afiem- 
bly feemed  in  fome  degree  to  be- 
come fenlible  of  its  error,  or  at  leafl 
to  be  alarmed  at  the  effeci:  which  it 
was  already  producing,  and  feveral 
months  after  the  abolition  of  the 
feudal  rights,  it  carelefsly  voted  an 
indemnification  to  the  German 
princes.  Eut  the  fcafon  for  conci- 
liatory accommodation  was  now 
pall;  the  refentment  of  the  injured 
hud  rilen  to  its  utmotl  pitch  ;  they 
perceived  that  tlie  indignation  of 
their  friends,  n'-ighbcur.;,  and  co- 
eilates  in  gen^-ral,  was  equally  ex- 
cited with  their  own  ;  they  had  been 
forced  to  appeal  to  another  Iburce 
for  redrefs,  whicu  they  -cnew  would 
fooner  or  later  be  obtained,  and 
that  probably  accompanied  with  a 
pLafmg  gratification  of  their  ven- 
geance. Uwder  thefe  circumilances, 
and  in  this  temper,  they  refufed  to 
fell  or  to  barter  their  birthrights. 
The  afiembly  i"hewed  a  itoical  in- 
diflerence,  which  they  feemed  to 
think  confonant  with  the  ftern  and 
inflexible  dignity  of  Republicans, 
upon  this  refufal.  They,  however, 
ordered  the  clfer  of  indemnification 
to  be  repeated,  and  left  the  matter 
after  to  take  its  ordinary  courfe. 

Nor   was  tlie  national   afiembly 

more  fortunate   with   rcfpeft  to  the 

government  of  the  French  colonics 

in  the  Weil  Indies,  than  it  was  in 

[/4]  it. 
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its  tranfacftions  with  foreigners ;  and 
thefe  f;re.it,  and  apparently  inex- 
haultible  fources  of  the  commerce, 
v-ealth,  power,  and  r.aval  force  of 
France,  ha\'e  in  the  ifiue  been  to- 
tally ruined,  by  a  feries  of  precipi- 
tate mealures,  of  raih  and  untried 
f.hemes,  adopted  without  due  con- 
ficleratipn,  <;•  competent  knowledge 
of  the  fubjeiTt,  and  founded  upon 
tjie  lame  order  of  sbllraft  notions, 
end  nie:aphyf!Cal  dreams,  which  nad 
involved  the  parent  covmtry  in  its 
prcfent  unparilielcu  fituation.  It 
had  been  early  ar.d  well  obferved 
in  the  aiJemUy  by  M.  Barnave,  an 
able  5r,d  eminent  leader  in  the  ac- 
compliihmen:  c  f  the  revolution,  and 
who  wciu  all  lengths  withtiie  ruling 
party,  "  that,  unfortunately,  their 
"  rij^hts  of  rnen  could  not  appl 


meafure ;  but  neither  thefe  confir 
derations,  nor  the  eloquence  nor 
warnings  of  Barnave,  were  at  all 
capable  of  refifling  that  democrati- 
cal  rage  for  liberty  and  equality 
which  now  prevailed. 

A  fociety  had  for  fome  time  fub- 
fiucd  in  France  under   the  title  of 
Vaini  de  Noir,  or  the  friends  of  the 
negroes,  which   owed  its  origin  tQ 
the    fecietics    formed    in    England 
upon  the  fame  principle ;  and  like 
them  iffued  feveral  publications   ir! 
favour  of  the  opprefled  Africans^ 
which  being  induftrioudy  circulated 
in  the  Well  India  Iflands,  and  well 
fuited  to  the  capacities  as  well  as  to 
the  likings  of  that  people,  produced 
fuch  an  -effeft,  that  they  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  contributed  much  tq 
the  dreadful  enormities  which  af- 
terwards took  place  in  thefe  colo- 
nies.    Although    this    fociety   was 
not  much  diflinguilhed  by  the  rank, 
abilitief,    or    even    number    ci  its 
men.bers,  nor  indeed  by  any  thing, 
but  the  humanity  of  its  objedl,  and 
the  private  virtues  of  feveral  of  the 
individuals  of  which  it  was  com- 
poied,  yet  this    being  the    age   of 
ientiment,  as  well  as  of  innovation, 
and    the  doftrines  it  held    out  ac- 
cording with  thofe  favourite  ones 
of    univerfal  liberty   and    general 
equality,  they  became  fo  faihion- 
al)!e,  that  fome  names  of  confidera- 
ble  eminence  were  rendered  cdious, 
ai:d  tlieir  poflefibrs  marked  out,  not 
cnly  as  enemies   to  humanity,  but 
to  the  rcw  philcfophy  and  the  fyf- 
tcm  formed  on  it  in  all  their  parts, 


pply  to 
"  the  Weft  Indies ;  that  if  they  en- 
"  deavoured  to  make  the  applica- 
*.'  tion,  ihey  would  Icfe  their  colo- 
f*  uies,  impoveriih  their  trading 
f  and  rnanufadiiring  towns,  until 
"  the  common  people,  grown  defpe- 
"  rate  by  the  difappointmcnt  of 
"  \\ieiv  hp.pes,  would  be  ready  to  fell 
f*  themfelves  to  the  enemies  of  the 
"  revolution."  Indeed  there  can  be 

no   qiiefcipn,    but    that   confidered 

merely  as  a  fubjeft  of  Hate  policy, 

without   any  reference  to  philofo- 

phy,  or  to  the  milder  feelings  ofliu- 

Kianity,  that  the  general  declaration 

cf  the  rights  of  inan,  without  any 

dillinrticn  of  country  or  colour,  by 

a  nation   pofTcliing  great   and    ex- 

tenfive  cclonies  cultivated  by  flavef, 

and  ftiil  determined  to  retain  thefe 

colonies,  undei    a  full  intention  of    for  having  ventured,  on  motives  of 

tcapirg   all   the  cuilomary   adv?.n-     policy,   of  general   fafety,   and   cf 

Tages  from  jhenij  without  providing     juflice  to  the  planter5,   to  expofe, 

sny    fubfliuues    for    the    fiaves,  or     what  appeared  to  them,  their  falla- 

any  irdemrif.cation  for  their  own-     cy,  impropriety,  and  danger. 

crs,  mufi  ever  be  deemed  a  rafh,  as         The  planters  had  made  a  com- 

>vc!l   as   4  haAy    and    innprovident*    plaint  to  the  king,  long  be-fore  the 

pom- 
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the  firft,  the  greatell,  the  moft  lad- 
ing, and  the  moll:  deplorable  vic- 
tim to  the  enfuing  calamities. 
Though  a  contempt  of  all  govern- 
ment and  fubordination  foon  be- 
came general  among  all  orders  and 
degrees  of  men,  yet  the  troops 
feem  to  have  been  among  the  firft 
who  afforded  a  praftical  example  of 
the  enjoyment  of  their  new  liberty. 
This  was  difplayed  by  the  regiment 
of  Port  au  Prince,  in  the  murder 
of  their  colonel,  a  brave  and  dif- 
tinguillied  officer ;  who,  in  open 
day,  was  flaughtered  at  the  head  of 
his  regiment.  Single  enormities, 
however  ftriking  in  thcmfelves, 
were  foon  loft  in  the  general  glare 
of  the  greater  which  were  to  fuc- 
ceed.  The  colonills,  like  the  peo- 
ple in  France,  v/erc  divided  into 
two  great  parties,  the  royalifts  and 
the  republicans,  each  of  which  ap- 
peared at  different  times  to  predo- 
minate ;  but  the  prefTure  of  do- 
mellic  troubles  and  dangers  excited 
by  the  new  Hate  of  things  too  im- 
mediately afieded  the  planters,  to 
admit  of  their  yet  cutting  each 
others  throats  about  the  politics  of 
Europe. 

For  the  prefcnt  occafion  drew 
forth  and  brought  into  a  liate  of 
great  notoriety  a  new  race  of  men, 
wliO  had  hitherto  been  Ji'.tle  kncwn 
or  heard  cf,  at  leall  on  this  fuie  the 
Atlantic.  Thefe  were  the  rnulat- 
toes,  a  numerous,  bold,  hardy,  dar- 
ing, and  profligate  race ;  who  being 
derived  from  tiic  proiriicuous  inter- 
courfe  between  white  men  and  ne- 
groo  women,  were,  by  a  flrange  • 
perverlioa  of  language,  dilti-iguiih- 
td  by  the  appe  lation  of  people  of 
colour.  The  much  greater  p:'.ri  of 
thcfc  were  by  birth  in  the  condi.ion 
of  free  men,  with  refpeil  to  pc.  ion 
and  property,  but  v/crc  icciudcd  by- 
law 


Gommencement  of  his  troubles,  of 
the  dangers  to  which  they 'were  al- 
ready expofed,  and  of  the  greater 
to  which  they  were  liable,  through 
the  proceedings  of  this  fociety;  but 
they  were  grievoufly  difappointed 
upon  receiving  for  anfwer,  "  That 
!*•  he  was  glad  to  hear  there  was 
"  fuch  a  fociety,  and  that  fome  of 
"  his  fubjeufs  had  humanity  enough 
"  to  concern  themfelves  about  the 
"  fate  of  the  poor  negroes."  An 
anfwer  which  futRciently  tellifies  the 
natural  tendernefs  and  goodnefs 
which  pofTefTed  the  heart  of  the  fo- 
vereign ;  whatever  imprefTion  it 
may  make  with  refpei^  to  his  poli- 
tical wifdom  or  knowledge.  His 
minifters,  however,  held  very  dif- 
ferent fentiments  from  the  king  up- 
on this  fubjeft.  Calonne  haJ  de- 
creed confiderable  bounties  to  en- 
courage and  increafe  the  flave 
trade  ;  and  Neckar,  the  avowed 
child  of  fentinient,  philanthropy,  and 
morality,  not  only  continued  thefe 
bounties,  but  in  a  treatife,  abound- 
ing otherwife  with  precepts  and  fen- 
timents of  the  greatel!  humanity, 
laid  it  down  as  an  incontrovertible 
axiom,  "  that  the  nation  which  fets 
"  the  example  of  abolifhing  the 
"  (lave  trade,  will  become  the  dupe 
"  of  its  own  generofity." 

The  exertions  of  the  friends  of 
the  negroes,  vvhether  at  home  or 
abroad,  feemed,  however,  to  have 
loft  all  confuleration  and  even  re- 
membrance, as  foon  as  an  account 
of  the  revolution  at  home  reached 
the  iflands,  and  that  the  doftrines  of 
pniverfal  liberty  and  equality  were 
pronjulgaled  among  the  colonifts. 
The  beautiful  iflanJ  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, the  fineft  parts  of  which 
were  covered  with  a  i. umber  of  the 
port  flourifhing,  rich,  and  happy 
colonies  perhaps  in  the  world,  was 
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law  from  any  fharc  in  the  civil  go- 
vernment, and  confequently  from 
giving  their  votes  in  the  eleftion  of 
magiltrates  or  deputies.  Thefe 
now  infilled  upon  a  full  participa- 
tion of  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  tree  citizens,  without  any  regard 
to  the  difundions  of  birth  or  co- 
lour, which,  they  faid,  had  been 
formed  in  the  days  of  dcfpotifm, 
darknefs,  and  ignorance  ;  and  being 
much  more  numerous,  as  well  as 
far  exceeding  in  bodily  flrength 
and  courage  the  luxurious  and 
enervated  whites,  they  fupported 
their  claims,  not  only  with  an  ap- 
parent fenfe  of  their  fuperiority,  but 
with  all  that  prompt  intemperance 
and  arrogance,  which  feems  to  be 
peculiarly  charaderiflic  of  that 
race. 

Both  parties  fent  deputies  to  the 
national  aifembly  ;  jarring,  contra- 
diiSlory,  and  inexplicit  decrees  were 
fent  out :  fome  of  which  were  faid 
not  to  be  underftood,  fome  imprac- 
ticable, and  others  would  not  be 
obeyed.  The  colonial  aflcmbly  was 
fufpeded  by  the  national  of  aiming 
at  independency ;  ant-  it  was  faid 
that  the  planters  talked  publicly  of 
calling  in  the  Englilh  and  furren- 
dering  the  ifland  to  them.  Some 
of  the  decrees  were  underftood  by 
the  mulattoes  to  confer  rights  on 
them,  which  the  whites  would  not 
allow  them  to  pofi'efs,  and  which 
the  others  prepared  to  wreil  from 
them  by  force ;  and  until  this  at- 
tempt was  made,  the  animofity,  and 
mutual  abhorrence  of  the  parties, 
was  increafed  to  a  degree  feldom 
equalled.  In  procefs  of  time,  com- 
millioners  were  repeatedly  fent  from 
France  ;  but  thefe  carrying  out 
with  them  the  violent  political  pre- 
judices which  they  had  imbibed  at 
home,  and  being  generally  men  de- 


void of  principle,  if  not  of  abilities, 
inftead  of  attempting  to  heal  dif- 
ferences, they,  upon  their  arrival, 
depending  upon  the  chances  which 
length  of  time,  diilance,  and  the 
uncertain  Hate  of  government  in 
the  mother  country,  might  produce 
in  their  favour,  looked  only  to  pro- 
cure immediate  power  and  confe- 
quence,  by  placing  themfclves  at 
the  head  of  feme  of  the  contending 
fiidjons;  and  thus  rufliing  at  once 
as  principals,  into  all  the  rage  and 
firy  of  civil  difcord,  increafed  to  its 
utmoft  pitch,  that  confufion  and 
mifchief  which  they  were  intended 
to  remedy. 

It  would  fill  a  volume  of  no  in- 
confiderable  fize  to  give  only  a  brief 
narrative  of  ihe  troubles  which  en- 
fucd  in  the  French  iflands ;  of  the 
continual  difputes  which  arofe,  and 
the  fliort  irtermiflions  of  feeming 
conciliation  which  took  place  be- 
tween the  whites  and  the  mulattoes, 
the  m.afters  and  their  Haves,  ihe  go- 
vernors and  the  colonial  afiemblies, 
and  between  the  national  afiembly 
at  home,  and  the  two  lall: :  With- 
out taking  into  the  account  the  po- 
litical factions  which  raged,  and  in- 
creafed the  general  confufion  and 
fury  ;  while  every  arrival  from 
France  was  pregnant  with  new 
fources  of  difcord.  In  St.  Do- 
mingo alone,  three  diiierent  colo- 
nial aflerhblics  were  chofen  in  three 
different  parfs  of  the  ifland,  who  all 
fitting  at  the  fame  time,  were  only 
diilinguiihed  by  their  endlefs  con- 
tention. 

A  curious  obfervation,  which  may 
not,  perhaps,  be  entirely  unworthy 
the  contemplation  of  philofophy, 
arifes  from  a  curfory  confideration 
of  this  fubjeft  ;  which  is,  that  m.an- 
kind  are  fcarcely  more  flow  in  tiie 
progrcfs    of   moral    improvement, 
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than  they  are  in  totally  fhaking  ofF 
all  ideas,  natural  or  acquired,  of  or- 
der and  juftice.  We  fee  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance,  mifrule  and  difordcr 
producing  a  jumble  of  all  the  pai- 
fions,  of  almoft  all  orders,  parties, 
colours,  and  degrees  of  men,  which 
are  thrown  into  a  ilate  of  the  moft 
violent  fermentation ;  and  yet  we 
fee,  that  it  required  fome  confider- 
able  courfe  of  practice  in  the  com- 
miffion  of  crimes,  and  no  fmall  ex- 
tent of  time,  before  this  chaos  of 
anarchy  and  confufion  could  produce 
its  ultimate  effed,  and  plunge,  even 
the  moft  depraved,  or  molt  ignorant 
of  mankind,  into  the  lalt  pofTible  de- 
gree of  atrocity  and  guilt. 

As  the  feries  of  calamity  and  ruin 
which 'fell  upon  the  French  colonies 
are  ftill  fcarcely  doled,  it  muft  fuMice 
for  us  at  the  prefent  to  obferve,  that 
the  mulattocs  were  the  firft,  in  St. 
Domingo,  who  had  recourfe  to  arms; 
that  numbers  of  negroes  were  by 
degrees  armed  and  drawn  in  as 
auxiliaries  ;  that  after  dreadful 
fcenes  of  devaftation,  flaughter,  and 
horror,  the  fiaves  being  trained  to 
lofe  all  refpeft  for,  and  d'  cad  of  their 
mafters,  rofe  upon  their  own  ac- 
count in  rebellion,  to  the  number  of 
a  hundred  thoufand  or  more,  with  a 
view  of  totally  exterminating  the 
whites.  And  that  thus,  though  by 
flow  degrees,  the  aid  of  artillery, 
and  the  benolit  of  fortifications  long 
prefcrving  fome  degree  of  balance, 
the  final  ruin  of  that  fine  ifland  was 
preceded  and  accompanied  by  fuch 
horrid  fcenes  of  cruelty,  murder, 
mafl'acre,  conflagration,  and  general 
dcfolatiun,  as  have  feldom  di (graced 
the  page  of  hiftory,  ,or  equally 
wrung  the  hearts  of  mankind  in  the 
recital. 

While    the    colonies   were    thus 
coHimcncing,  or  already  in  the  courfe 


of  their  difaftrous  career,  that  plots, 
confpiracies,  and  infurredlions,  were 
the  conftant  fubjefts  of  difcourfe  and 
approhenfion  at  home,  and  that  the 
fmothering  feeds  of  foreign  war 
were  ill  covered  in  Germany,  the 
ftate  of  the  army,  which  had  in  a 
great  meafure  thrown  off  all  fubor- 
dination  and  difcipline,  was  a  fource 
of  much  uneafmefs  to  the  national 
aflcmbly.  The  troops  had  been 
guilty  of  great  outrages  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom ;  but  tumult 
and  outrage  were  things  now  fo 
common,  that  thefe  might  have 
paiTed  without  much  notice,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  uncertainty 
from  what  fpirlt  they  proceeded, 
and  of  the  political  fentiments  which 
operated  on  the  foldiers.  Proper 
means  were  ufed  to  found  the  prin- 
ciples both  of  officers  and  private 
men,  and  the  refult  of  the  enquiry 
was  faid  to  be,  that  the  former  were 
verv  generally  ariftocrates,  and  were 
fuppofed  to  have  been  already  cor- 
rupted by  that  party ;  but  that  the 
foldiers  were  as  generally  well  dif- 
pofed  to  the  revolution,  and  might 
without  much  difficulty  be  firmly  fe- 
cured  to  it.  This  objedl  being  ac- 
cordingly eafily  attained,  the  army 
became,  like  the  nation,  divided 
into  two  great  parties.  But  the 
means  thus  ufed  for  gaining  or  fe- 
curing  the  foldiers,  however  necef- 
lary  it  might  have  been  on  the  pre- 
fent occafion,  had  the  ill  effed  of 
dellroying  all  remains  <jf  fubordina- 
tion  and  difcipline  in  the  army;  the 
foldiers,  fweliing  with  the  import- 
ance which  they  found  they  polief- 
fed,  and  thereby  fecure  of  fupport 
and  proteftion  in  all  cafes,  nov/  add- 
ed contempt  and  party  aninijfity  to 
that  dillike,  arifing  only  from  an 
averfion  to  command,  which  they 
had  before  entertained  for  their  of- 
ficers. 
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iicers.  Such  an  army  was  little  cal- 
culated for  public  defence,  or  con- 
ten  cion  with  a  foreign  enemy,  how- 
ever it  might,  through  the  very  ex- 
cefs  of  its  faultinefs,  exceed  all  others 
in  the  peculiar  fcrvice  of  overawing 
and  controlling  the  difafFcfted  at 
home;  cfpecially  in  a  Hate  of  tilings, 
»vhere  the  end  was  generally  allow- 
ed to  jultify  the  means ;  and  ads  of 
violence  and  outrage  were  feldom 
enquired  into,  if  they  were  commit- 
ted on  the  right  fiJe  cf  the  queftion, 
«r  under  the  influence,  as  it  was 
termed,  of  true  patriotifm. 

A  change  which  now  took  plaqe, 
CT  which  had  rather  been  gradually 
growing  in  the  difpofition  and  fen- 
lim.ents  of  the  people  fmce  the  com- 
mencement of  the  revolution,  how- 
ever dangerous  or  fatal  it  niight 
prove  in  its  future  operation  or 
confequences,  afforded,  for  the  pre- 
fcnt,  the  greateft  ilrength  and  iecu- 
ricy  to  the  new  fyfiem,  which  it 
could  poilibly  obtain.  This  was 
the  violent  pallion  for  fovercignty, 
which  eaflly  fuperfedcd  the  weaker 
dciirc  of  liberty,  whofc  poff^iiion 
appeared  as  nothing,  when  placed 
in  comparifon  with  the  charms  of 
that  feducing  enchantrefs.  This 
paflion  was  not  confined  to  any  par- 
ticular order  or  clafs  of  men,  but 
ipread  like  a  contagion  liirough  all 
ranks  cf  the  populace  in  every  part 
of  the  kingdom,  and  rendered  them 
as  zealous  patriots,  in  the  common 
acceptation  of  thatte»m  at  the  time, 
that  is,  as  anxious  and  as  violent 
fupporters  of  the  prefent  fyllcm,  as 
the  national  aiTt'mbly  themfelves. 

It  may  [tj  cafily  remembered, 
that  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Troubles  this  fupreme  authority  had 
b:'en  continually  exercifed  without, 
ipryple  or  ceremony,  not  only  by 
thofe  fmaller  or  e^'cater  communis 


ties  who  carried  the  appearance  ot^ 
afting  in  a  public  capacity,  but  very 
generaUy  by  mere  individuals,  or 
by  any  accidental  collection  of  them, 
whether  brought  together  in  the 
purfuit  of  particular  revenge,  or 
prompted  by  the  general  defire  of 
plunder.  In  a  word,  the  exercife  of 
this  uncontrouled  authority,  was  held 
to  be  not  only  the  criterion  but  the 
offence  of  freedom;  and  by  degrees, 
its  continual  prafiice,  led  not  only 
the  larger  dillrifts,  but  even  fmaller 
communities,  in  a  great  meafure  to 
confider  themfelves  and  to  adl,  with- 
out any  formal  affumption  of  the 
name,  as  difdnci  republics,  though 
connedled  by  fome  fort  of  federal 
union,  the  nature  of  which  they  took 
no  ucuble  to  enquire  into.  They, 
however,  confidered  the  national  af- 
fembly  as  a  necefiary  legillative  and 
executive  head,  for  the  purpofes  of 
preventing  difcord  among  the  num- 
berlefs  p;!rts,  of  conducing  the  pub- 
lic bufmefs,  including  the  manage- 
ment of  the  revenue,  and  of  concen- 
trating and  direfting  the  common 
force;  v/hile  with  all  thcfe  high 
powers,  they  held  that  body  to  be 
ultimately  fubjedl  to  their  general 
and  fupreme  controul.  Upon  the 
fame  principle,  and  under  the  fame 
impreffion,  every  ai^ive  citi7,cn,  if 
not  every  one  at  large,  now  Hood 
high  in  his  own  eftimation,  as  be- 
ing one  of  the  five  or  fix  millions  of 
joint  fovereigns  who  ruled  a  great 
empire. 

This  general  paffion  for  rule  ia, 
the  people,  and  opinion  of  its  being 
a  right,  fo  fubverfive  of  all  govern- 
ment, and  not  lefs  incompatible  with, 
the  principles  of  a  republic  than  a 
monarchy,  having  been  brought 
into  being  and  aft  by  circumitance 
and  occafion,  was  nourifhed  and 
foftered,  not  only  by  the  new  doc- 
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trlncs  promulgated  by  the  rational 
ftfTembly,  but,  perhaps,  flill  more,  by 
the  new  and  flrange  language  wJiich 
.  it  became  fafhionable  to  ule  in  that 
body;  the  majefty  of  the  people, 
their  fupreme  authority,  their  un- 
controllable power,  to  which  all 
things  mull  bend,  and  even  the 
principles  of  law,  julUcc,  and  right 
give  way,  being  the  ufual  flowers  of 
ipecch  which  adorned  every  ha- 
rangue, that  pretended  to  any  merit, 
or  that  hoped  for  any  praife.  The 
cffefl  of  luch  language  continually 
refounding  in  the  ears  of  a  people 
already  maddened  by  the  very  doc- 
trines which  it  conveyed  and  con- 
firmed, may  be  much  more  eafily 
imagined  than  exprefled.  In  fa£l, 
popularity  being  the  idol  to  which 
aU  the  writers  and  orators,  not  only 
in  the  aflembly,  but  throughout  the 
kingdom,  paid  their  conllant  and 
molt  fervent  devotion,  all  their  wri- 
tings aixl  all  their  fpecches,  were 
diredcd  to  flatter  the  populace,  and 
eonfequently  tended  to  cheriih  and 
increafe  this  dangerous  phrenzy. 

As  the  defire  of  r-ule  and  fove- 
relgnty  is  inherent  in  the  human 
breafl,  and  among  the  Ihongell  of 
all  the  pafllons  that  infeft  it,  it  can- 
not be  wondered  at,  that  the  petty 
but  numerous  poflTeflbrs  of  new  and 
unexpe(fted  power,  fliould  determine, 
at  all  events,  to  prcfcrvc  To  invalu- 
able a  treafure,  and  fhould  tremble 
at  every  appreluTiion  of  its  lofs. 
"This  coalefced  the  apparent  bulk  of 
(he  ration,  or  at  leail  tlie  aifting 
part  of  it,  to  a  man,  in  one  common 
intercft,  and  bond  of  union,  which, 
however  fragile  all  other  ties  might 
prove,  carried  in  its  nature  the  ap- 
pearance of  indijiblubility,  as  the 
^aufes  which  produced  it  could  ne- 
ver ceafe  to  opsrate.  The  moft  un- 
isiformed.  of  tliofe,  wha  were  thuj 


fuddenly  curft,  or  as  they  deemed  it 
blell  with  the  pofl^elnon  of  power, 
couid  fcarccly  avoid  perceiving, 
that  no  other  fyftcm  of  government 
upon  earth,  than  the  prefent,  couli 
or  would  have  endued  them  witil 
fuch  an  authority ;  and  every  man 
accordingly  found  himfelf  immedi- 
ately bound,  by  the  moft  captivatin£r 
and  irrefiilable  motives,  to  fupporc 
and  defend  at  all  rifques,  and  in  de- 
fiance of  all  perils,  that  ftatc  of  things 
which  procured  him  fuch  unfpcak- 
ablc  happinefs. 

The  real  or  pretended  plots  and 
confpiracies,  as  well  as  the  foreign 
dangers  which  were  unceafmgiy 
held  out,  along  with  the  real  va<,>ue 
and  futile  induftry  of  the  refticfs  and 
ruined  royaliib,  who  were  ea^^erlr 
grafping  at  every  flnadow,  v/hicli 
ieemed  to  indicate  in  the  weakcft 
degree,  the  moft  delufive  hopes  of 
recovering  their  lights,  oxited  the 
greateJl  poffibie  alarm  among  thofe 
people,  who  were  row  in  pollcflioB 
of  all  the  fmaller  diviflons  of  power 
and  authority,  and  who  were  deter-, 
mined  to  mamtain  what  they  pof- 
feflcd.  The  province  of  Bretagne 
was  the  fini  that  fet  the  example  of 
aflbciating,  arming,  and  formJng 
large  bodi<;s  of  men  in  mi'itaiy  ar- 
ray, v/ith  an  aflumption  of  tiie  go- 
vernment and  appearance  of  aimics, 
for  the  defence  of  the  new  conliitu 
tion  againft  all  its  enemies  forciq-n 
or  domeftic.  This  example  was 
fpecdj'y  followed  by  its  neiglihours, 
particularly  the  provinces  on  the 
foath'jrn  fide,  a  id  in  a  littiu*  time 
became  general  throughout  ili: 
kir.jEjdcm. 

Thus  was  prodaced  that  extraordi- 
nary difpiay  of  ths  might  and  grear- 
nefs  of  Fiance,  the  glories  cf  which, 
even  the  eloquent  hillorian  of  thtr 
revolution,  fjcms  at  Ibme  lofs  to  fir-i 
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words  fufficiently  fplendid  to  de- 
fcribe ;  although  he  Informs  us, 
*'  that  (he  earth  fcemed  to  bring 
forth  armies."  That,  "  nothing  was 
to  be  fecn  any  where  but  battalions 
of  citizens,  who,  aflcmbled  in  thou- 
fands,  were  fwearing  to  live  free,  or 
tp  perilh.  The  clang  of  arms,  the 
military  mufic,  the  banners  floating 
in  the  wind,  the  delightful  fenti- 
ments  of  brotherhood,  which  bound 
fo  great  a  multitude  to  one  and  the 
fame  caufe,  all  awakened  ih  their 
hearts  the  enthufiafm  of  liberty." 
And  that  ""Trance  beheld  four  mil- 
lions of  men  in  arms  upon  her  plains ; 
millions  confcious  of  their  ftrengih, 
and  well  acquainted  with  their 
rights." 

And  yet,  notwithftanding  this  ter- 
rific muiler-rcll,  which  feemed  to 
hold  out  defiance  to  the  united  force 
of  mankind,  there  is  every  reafon  to 
believe  that  the  number  of  the  dif- 
afFefled  throughout  the  kingdom, 
w^as  at  leaft  equal  to  that  of  the  fup- 
porters  of  the  new  fyllem  ;  fo  that 
the  fuppofed  four  millions  of  men  in 
arms  muft  have  b?en  a  grofs  exag- 
geration, as  the  general  population 
mull:  otherwife  have  /ar  exceeded 
any  rational  eftimate  that  ever  v/as 
or  could  be  made  of  it;  without  ob- 
ferving,  what  has  fince  evidently 
appeared,  that  the  kingdom  did  not 
poflefs  arms  fufucient  for  one  fourth 
of  the  afiigned  number.  For  befidcs 
the  two  great  bodies  of  the  nobility 
and  clergy,  whofe  diicontent  was 
avov^ed,  and  th:ir  enmity  fcarcely 
denied,  even  fo  far  as  prudence  and 
fafety  required,  all  the  late  parlia- 
ments and  magill rates  through  out 
the  kingdom,  with  all  th.e  ret:;incr3 
and  harbingers  or  law  and  of  juilice, 
ih  all  their  various  degrees,  (wiiofe 
numbers  in  France  were  fo  prodi- 


gious, that  a  true  eftimate  of  them, 
if  it  could  be  made,  would  appear 
incredible)  were  to  a  man,  except- 
ing fomething  between  one  and  two 
hundred  village  attornies  who  fat  in 
the  national  afiembly,  totally  ad- 
verfe  and  hoilile  to  the  new  govern- 
ment. This  body  was  deemed  {o 
formidable,  that  Rabaiit  feems  to 
confider,  the  men  of  the  law,  the 
appellation  by  which  he  clafTed  them 
in  the  grofs,  among  the  moft  dan- 
gerous enemies  of  the  new  conlHtu- 
tion.  To  thefe  were  to  be  added 
the  working  manufa£lurers  through- 
out the  kingdom,  whofe  number  was 
beyond  count,  and  whofe  diftrelTes 
were  now  great  and  general ;  nor 
was  perhaps  the  number  of  labo- 
rious poor  in  the  provinces  much 
lefs,  whofe  families  could  fcarcely 
have  exifted  in  any  manner,  but  for 
the  follering  benevolence  and  boun- 
ty of  their  lords,  who  were  now  ei- 
ther ruined  or  abfent,  and  of  the 
clergy,  who  were  in  Itill  a  worfe 
ftate.  To  all  thefe  might  be  added 
an  immenfe  number  of  others,  under 
various  defcriptions,  whofe  lofles  or 
difappointments  had  rendered  them 
unhappy,  and  confequently  dilTatif- 
fied  with  the  prefent  Hate  of  af- 
fairs. 

The  diforders,  tumults,  aflaflina- 
tions,  and  maflacres,  which  were 
continually  taking  place  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  particularly 
in  the  great  cities,  being  in  many 
inilaiices  attributed  to  the  bad  con- 
duit of  the  nnmicipalities,  and  to 
contentions  between  themfelves,  the 
aiTembly  pafled  a  decree  that  all 
municipalities  fiiound  be  anfwerable 
for  any  damage  done  by  rioters  in 
their  refpedtive  dillrifts.  A  law 
which  might  have  produced  an  ex- 
ccller.t  eifedi  if  it  had  been  properly 
enforced. 
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enforced,  but  from  that  being  ne- 
gleftcd  anfvvered  little  or  no  pur- 
pofe. 

The  aflembly  annexed  the  ifland 
of  Corfica  infeparably  to  France,  by 
conftituting  it  a  member  of  the 
kingdom,  and  thus,  in  the  language 
of  Rabauc,  att;xhing  it  by  the  de- 
lightful chains  of  liberty  and  equa- 
lity. .That  body  likewife,  looking 
forward  to  the  future  greatnefs  and 
glory  of  France,  as  well  as  to  fan 
and  increafe  to  its  utmoft  height  the 
glowing  flame  of  liberty,  in  the  true 
fpirit  of  ancient  rcpublicanilm,  de- 
creed mural  crowns  to  be  publicly 
prefented  to  the  conquerors  of  the 
Baftile. 

The  unexpecled  difpute  between 
Spain  and  England,  which  was  a 
matter  of  furprife,  as  well  from  its 
fuddennefs  as  the  infignidcance  of 
the  caufe,  to  all  Europe,  interrupted, 
in  fome  degree,  the  proceedings  of 
the  national  afTembly  in  the  regula- 
tion of  domeftic  affairs  and  govern- 
ment. The  court  of  Madrid  having 
upon  this  occaficn  claimed  the  af- 
fiftance  which  France  was  bound  by 
the  family  compatl  to  afford,  in  cai'e 

«,  ..L    of  a  war,  the  king  fent 

May  nth,  n-    '        .i       n- 

'  _    •'        a  meliage  to  the  aiiem- 

'"  '  bly,  informing  them  of 
the  difpute,  the  claim,  and  of  the 
great  naval  preparations  r/.ade  by 
the  Englilh;  at  the  fame  time  re- 
quiring their  alliilance,  for  the  e- 
quipment  of  a  fleet  of  14.  fail  of  the 
line,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  a-Tift  in 
fullillin?  the  mutual  enFap-emcnts 
fubfifting  between  the  nations. 
Though  the  anfwer  to  this  meffage 
was  civil  enough,  but  guarded  again  !l 
at  all  entering  into  the  fubjcc^,  it 
immediately  brought  up  a  very-  in- 
terefting  debate  upon  a  moil  import- 
ant fubje6l ;  this  was  the  grand 
quellion,  in  wliofe  hands  the  power 


of  making  peace  and  war,  fhould  at 
the  prcfent  and  in  future  be  lodged? 
The  moft  violent  of  the  democratic 
party  infilled,  that  this  great  autho- 
rity could  be  fafely  lodged  in  no 
other  hands  but  thofe  of  he  affem- 
bly  ;  and  in  fupporting  this  opinion, 
repeated  with  great  energy  all  thofe 
common-place  topics  of  abufe,  and 
railing  accufaiions,  which  it  was 
now  {0  filbionable  to  bring  forward, 
againft  kings,  tyrants,  and  conquer- 
ors ;  as  if  no  republics  had  ever  en- 
tered into  wars,  and  as  if  none  of 
their  faiftious  demagogues,  to  an- 
fwer their  private  purpofes  or  am- 
bition, had  ever  unjuftly  and  impo- 
litically  caufed  them. 

One  of  the  deputies  on  tlie  other 
fide  gave  a  great  turn  to  the  debate 
by  telling  the  affsmbly,  "  that  if 
they  took  this  power  to  themfelves, 
a  battle  would  foon  be  fought  in  the 
middle  of  tl.clr  hall  between  Spanilh 
piaftres  and  Englifn  guineas."  This 
llroke  had  great  effed,  and  contri- 
buted to  a  fort  of  compromife  bc- 
tv/een  the  parties,  which  at  length 
produced  a  decree,  the  main  purport 
of  which  with  refpeil  to  the  qucf- 
tion  was,  that  v/ar  lliould  not  be 
made,  but  by  a  decree  of  the  national 
affembly,  after  the  king's  formal  no- 
tification cf  ills  opinion  of  the  necef- 
fity  of  war;  and  that  the  king  Ihould 
be  obliged  to  make  peace  if  the  af- 
fcmbly  require  it. 

In  this  decree  was  included  that 
celebrated  claufe,  which  was  for  a 
time  tJic  fubjedl  of  fo  much  panegy- 
ric, and  which,  in  the  name  of  the 
French  nation,  renounced  for  ever, 
all  conqucib,  and  confequently  all 
wars  leading  to  that  objcrt.  If  this 
excellent  refohuioa  had  l)cen  adher- 
ed :o,  it  v.ould  have  produced  a  moil 
happy  effed,  through  the  favourable 
inipreilion  which  it  would  have  made 
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upon  the  fentiments  of  mankind, 
and  particularly  on  the  neighbour- 
ing Itates,  with  refpeft  to  the  wif- 
dom,  moderation,  juftice,  and  peace- 
able dii'pofition  which  predominated 
in  the  new  government ;  which  all 
Europe  would  then  find  itfelf  inte- 
refted  in  fupportiiig,  and  which  the 
moft  ren^.ote  nations  could  not  avoid 
regarding  with  refpeft  and  admira- 
tion. 

But  this  meflage  from  the  king 
threw  the  city  of  Paris  into  a  Hate 
of  the  mofl:  violent  agitation,  and  led 
the  populace  nearly  to  the  point  of 
renewing  all  the  outrages  which  they 
had  ever  before  exhibited ;  for  this 
ever  relilefs  and  turbulent  people 
thought  fit  to  conceive,  that  the 
whole  bufinefs  was  the  effect  of  a 
eonnefted  plot,  formed  by  the  king 
and  the  ariflocrates,  in  order  to  find 
a  pretence  for  uniting  the  naval  and 
military  forces  of  both  nations,  and 
thereby  accomplifhing  a  counter  re- 
volution. Upon  this  occafion  Mi- 
rabeau,  who  had  the  fortune  of  be- 
ing fo  often  alternately,  the  idol,  or 
the  averfion  of  the  ir.ob,  became  the 
objeift  of  their  utmofi:  execration  and 
rage.  For  having  given  it  as  his 
opinion  in  the  allembly,  "  that  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  the 
pov>-er  o:  peace  and  war  muft  be  left 
to  t})e  king:"  although  he  had  in- 
troduced this  opinion  bv  a  long  pre- 
lude aiming  at  popularity,  but  which 
was,  however,  rather  too  uiblim.e  to 
be  eafdy  ujiderftood,  it  v/as  immedi- 
ately reponed,  either  by  the  denio- 
cratic  party  in  the  aflc?nblyj  or  by 
thofe  in  the  galleries,  that  he  had 
been  bribed  by  the  court  i  and  this 
charge  being  fpeedily  conveyed  to 
the  populace,  a  pamphlet  was  within 
a  few  hours  cried  and  hawked  about 
the  flreets,  entitled,  "  77:e  gnat 
Trcache-ry  cf  tJ:c  ^.timt  MiralnauJ'    In 


this  dangerous  predicament  he  fhcw* 
ed  great  ftoutnefsj  and  braved  th* 
democrates  ;  but  found  means  foon 
after,  as  ufual,  to  reconcile  mat- 
ters. 

The  aflembly  imrriediately  pub- 
liflied  their  decree^  which,  with  other 
explanations  on  the  fubjeft,  and 
means  ufed  to  aflliage  the  fever  of 
the  people,  reftored  things  to  a  ftate 
of  quiet.  They  then  appointed  a 
committee  to  examine  into  and  re- 
port upon,  all  treaties  of  alliance  ex- 
ifting  between  France  and  other 
countries.  This  enquiry  was  found- 
ed upon  a  new  doftrine  at  this  time 
held  by  many  of  the  moft  violent 
republicans,  that  all  treaties  con- 
cluded by  kings  vrere  in  their  nature 
Illegal,  therefore  null,  and  coufe- 
quently  fiiould  not  be  binding  on 
the  nation. 

We  fliall  purfue  this  fubjeft  with 
refpetfl  to  Spain  to  its  conclufion, 
though  a  lapfe  of  feveral  weeks  took 
place  before  it  was  again  brought 
forward.  It  appears  from  the  event, 
that  however  other  treaties  were  con- 
fidered,  it  was  determined  to  fup- 
port  the  connexion  and  alliance 
with  Spain,  even  at  the  hazard  of  ar 
war ;  a  confequence  which,  in  the 
prefent  convulfedand  disjointed  ftate 
of  the  nation,  muft  have  been  at- 
tended with  the  utmoft  danger. 
During  this  interval,  the  difpofition 
of  the  people,  with  refpeft  to  Eng- 
land, had  undergone  a  fudden  and 
total  change.  Violent  fpeeches  had 
been  made  both  in  the  aile-mbly  and 
the  popular  clubs,  and  violent  pam- 
phlets publillied,  all  calculated  to 
agitate  and  inflame  the  public  miind, 
by  expatiating  upon  the  ambitiou!> 
views  and  dangerous  defigns  attri- 
buted to  England.  Commicrcird  jea- 
loufy  was  rouzed  :irA  brought  into^ 
play  to  fartlier  tliis  chanj^e  in  th» 
natioiiaJ 
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national  difpofitlon.  The  merchants 
of  the  fouthern  provinces,  a  great, 
powerful,  and  numerous  order  of 
men,  were  ahrmed  by  the  apprehen- 
fion,  that  ii  Spain  fiiould  be  deferted 
in  thh  e  ne:;^ency,  (lie  would  find 
herfelf  uadi  r  a  nece'hty  of  conclud- 
ing a  treaty  vvith  England,  which, 
in  its  coi*fcquences,  might  prove 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  interelcs  of 
France.  The  remonilrances  and 
influence  of  th.e  merchants  uere  fe- 
conded  and  confirmed  by  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  alliances,  which 
was  highly  favourable  to  Spain,  and 
confequently  adverfe  to  England. 

Thii-.gs  were  in  this  train,  when 
M.  de  Montmorin,  in  the  beginning 
of  Auguft,  laid  before  the  national 
alFembly,  a  recent  application  from 
the  court  of  Spain  for  the  expelled 
alilftance.  The  fitting  out  of  a 
powerful  fleet,  and  a  defenfive  alli- 
ance with  Spain,  were  immediately 
determined  upon;  the  alTembly  at 
the  fame  time  deprecating  any  alli- 
ance for  ofFenfive  purpofes ;  a  re- 
ferve  which  could  operate  only  in 
words,  as  the  afliftancc  muft  from 
its  nature  prove  offenfive.  A  fleet 
of  above  thirty  fail  was  fitted  out  at 
Breft  vvith  the  utmolt  pofllble  expe- 
dition ;  but  the  French  naval  force 
had  by  this  time  fliaken  off  all  fub- 
ordination  and  difcipline,  with  the 
fame  contempt  that  the  army  had 
done,  and  the  feamen  were  become 
in  all  refpe5ts  as  diforderly  and  li- 
centious as  the  foldiers.  They  had 
already  gone  to  f\ich  a  length  as  to 
refufe  to  ferve  mider  any  officers  but 
fuch  as  they  liked ;  had  inftituted 
committees  to  report  \ipon  t!ie  naval 
qualifications,  and  the  political  prin- 
ciples, of  their  commanders ;  and 
had,  in  fome  inftances,  cafiiicred 
their  captains,  and  chofen  new  ones; 
a  meafure  dcdncible  from,  and  fully 
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warranted  by,  that  part  of  the  nevv 
doctrifies,  which  held,  that  kings 
were  liable  to  be  cafiiiered  for  mif- 
behaviour  like  footmen.  Thefe  mu- 
tineers had  likewifc  l^een  guilty  of 
great  diforders  and  exceifes  in  the 
port  and  town  of  Brelt ;  and,  it  was 
faid,  were  encouraged  and  fupj)ort- 
ed  in  all  their  enormi'ies  by  the  mu- 
nicipality of  that  place. 

M.  Albert  de  Rioms,  was  firft  ad- 
miral, and  commander  in  chief  of 
this  mutinous  fleet,  a  man  of  good 
charafter,  deemed  an  able  officer, 
and  fully  competent  to  difciiarge  the 
duties  of  his  command  in  all  fitua- 
tions  of  fervice  that  .could  occur. 
It  was  faid,  and  is  believed,  that 
whatever  the  adrn'ral's  other  qualin- 
catlons  might  be,  he  was  fufpe6led 
of  not  being  fo  thoroughly  demo- 
cratic in  his  principles  as  the  violent 
party  in  the  alTemblv  wifhed.  It  was 
likewiie  fuppofed,  that  they  wanted 
to  make  the  diforders  at  Brell  a  pre- 
tence, for  turning  both  that  admiral 
and  the  prefent  minifters  out  of  their 
offices  together;  at  the  latter  of 
whom,  we  have  already  feen,  thev 
had  been  long  carping,  without  their 
being  able  to  bring  any  one  direft 
charge  to  the  proof  againfl:  them. 
Some  new  penal  marine  law  or  code, 
which  had  been  haftily  voted  by 
the  aflemibly,  gave  fuch  offence  to 
the  failors,  that  a  more  violent  mu- 
tiny than  any  which  had  yet  taken 
place,  fuddenly  broke  out  at  Breft. 

As  every  thing  was  now  done  by 
committees,  one  was  immediately 
appointed,  to  enquire  into  and  re- 
port upon  the  caufes  of  thefe  difor- 
ders. M.  Mcnou,  the  mouth  of  the 
committee,  reported,  that  both  the 
failor*  and  the  municipality  were' 
deferving  not  only  of  cenfure  but 
punifliment;  but  he  at  the  fame 
time   reureTented,  that  the  gcneraj 


140]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1790. 


diflike  to  and  want  of  confidence  in 
the  minirtry,  was  the  latent  caiife  of 
all  the  riots,  mutinies,  and  difoiilers 
in  the  kingdom.  A  motion  was  ini- 
inediatelv  made  for  acciilingthe  n.i- 
niilers,  but  through  Ibmc  ftrange 
chance,  not  accounted  for,  it  was 
moll  unexpeftedly  loll;  a  difap- 
pointment  which  excited  the  highefl 
and  moft  vifible  degree  of  rage  in 
the  democratic  pnrty. 

Upon  the  re-conii  deration  of  the 
report  on  th.e  following  day,  the 
fame  reporter,  who  had  before  ac- 
knowledged that  both  the  failors 
'iandthe  municipality  had  been  guilty 
of  crimes  defervlng  oi  puniui'.uent, 
had  the  effrontery  to  tell  the  alTem- 
b'y,  that  fince  they  would  not  pu- 
nlfli  the  real  authors  of  rnifchief, 
they  ought  not  to  punifli  men,  who 
had  only  erred  through  an  excefs 
of  patriotifm.  This  ftrange  doc- 
trine was  adopted  as  foon.  as  deli- 
vered; and,  in  defiance  of  all  regard 
to  military  order,  fubornination,  and 
difcipline,  the  mutinous  failors  v/ere 
onlv  mildly  exhorted  to  return  to 
their  duty;  fonfething  like  an  apo- 
logy made  to  them  for  the  new  pe- 
nal articles,  by  proraifing  to  re-confi- 
der  them ;  at  the  lame  time  that  they 
were  flattered  by  preienting  them 
with  a  new  Itripcd  flag,  which  was 
to  fuperfede  tte  ancient  white  mili- 
tary enfign  of  France.  The  rage  of 
the  democratic  party  at  the  defeat 
which  they  had  met  with  on  the  pre- 
cediiig  day,  was  fo  e.xceffive  as  to 
becom.e  intolerable ;  and  fome  of  the 
oppofite  fide  having  ftrongly  expref- 
fed  their  difapprobation  at  the  mea- 
fure  propofed  of  changing  the  na- 
tional flag,  this  awakened  all  the 
fuppreflcd  fury  of  Mirabeau,  who, 
with  his  ufual  intemperance  and 
▼iolence,  cried  out,  "  The  ariilo- 
crr.tss  are  grown  iiifokiit  from  tiisir 


vii'T-ory  of  yellerday ;  a  fortnight 
ago  tliey  dared  not,  for  their  own 
faiety,  to  have  objected  to  this  pro- 
por?i,"  Thcfc  words  being  highly 
relented,  broufi^ht  forth  the  immedi- 
ate reply,  "  That  it  was  hnguage 
worthy  only  of  a  leader  of  banditti. *■' 
Thus  v.'as  inflantly  j)roduced  one 
of  th(7le  fcenes  of  diforder,  noife, 
clamour,  and  beat,  which  have  i'o 
often  difgraced  that  body. 

The  fervants  or  affiftants  of  thf' 
executive  government  being  no\y 
convinced  that  their  official  fate  was 
finally  determined,  did  not  hold  it 
to  be  cither  prudent  or  wife  to  urge 
tlie  exertions  of  power  to  anv  far- 
ther extremity.  The  marine  mini- 
frcr,  Luzerne,  religned,  and  was  re*- 
placed  by  Flurieu  ;  but  fome  fufpi- 
cion  or  diflike  prevailing  ag'ainll 
him,  lie  met  with  fo  many  mortifi- 
cations from  the  aflembly,  that  lie 
was  loon  after  glad  to  refign,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  M.  Thevenard. 
M.  Tour  du  Pin,  the  war  minifler, 
was  fucceeded  by  M.  Duportail, 
who  had  the  fortune  to  pleafe  the 
aflembly,  but  was  loudly  reproach- 
ed by  the  other  fide,  for  totally  nfu 
glefting  the  difcipliue  of  the  army, 
and  fuffering  the  foldiers,  already 
too  little  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  any 
order  or  controul,  to  becom.e  en- 
tirely independent  of  all  command; 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  grew  to 
be  the  common  accufers  of  their  of- 
ficers, and  couftituted  themfelves 
judges  not  oiUy  of  their  aflions  but 
of  their  principles.  The  other  mi- 
nitlers  were  weeded  out  one  after 
another;  and  the  admiral,  de  Rioms, 
having  likewife  religned,  he  was 
fucceeded  in  the  command  of  the 
Brell  fleet  by  Bougainville. 

Though  th.e  failors  at  Breft  were 
pacified,  and  the  preparations  car- 
ried on  with  fuch  vigour  as  to  be 

near!/ 
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nearly  if  not  quite  concluded,  the 
court  of  Spain  received  fuch  terrible 
accounts  of  the  incorrigible  fpirit  of 
diforder  and  mutiny  wnich  prevail- 
ed in  the  French  fleet,  that  it  is  faid 
to  have  been  imprefTed  with  the 
greateft  dread,  of  enj;agin;^,  with 
fuch  conforts,  in  a  doubtful  war 
v^'ith  a  moft  formidable  enemy  ;  the 
whole  fortune  and  fuccefs  of  which 
fnuft  alniofl:  entirely  de])end  upon 
the  joint  and  great  naval  exertions 
of  the  united  nations.  This  impref- 
fion  was  luppofed  and  believed  to 
be  the  principal  operative  motive 
with  Spain,  in  inducing  her  fud- 
denly  to  conclude  the  convention 
with  England,  which  fettled  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  nations, 
^rhus  was  prevented  a  war,  wluch 
might,  poffiblvj  in  its  courfe  and 
confequences,  have  greatly  changed, 
if  not  totally  altered,  the  ftate  of  in- 
ternal affairs  in  France.  It  is  no 
great  prefumption  then  to  fujipofe, 
or  even  conclude,  that  neither  the 
king,  the  court,  nor  tne  royaliils  in 
general,  could  have  been  by  anv 
jneans  averfe  to  the  war's  taking 
place  at  this  junilure. 

During  thefe  tranfacflions  the  vio- 
lent republican  party  found  them- 
felves  fo  much  increafed  in  flrength 
and  in  number,  both  within  and 
without  the  aflemblv,  and  believing 
the  new  fyflem  to  be  fo.Mrnilv  efta- 
bliflied  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  dan- 
ger, did  not  deem  it  neceflary  to 
tubmit  any  longer  to  the  reftraint  of 
obferving  any  terms  with  the  nobi- 
lity, but  thought  tliev  might  venture 
boldly  to  bring  forward  their  grand 
i»nd  long-concerted  fclieme  for  tlie 
Total  extirjiation  of  that  body  ;  and 
even,  fo  far  as  it  was  poUible  to  be 
done,  to  crdi't  and  obliterate  t!)e  very 
name,  a^ng  with  all  memorials  and 
xfmembrsnce  of  their  pail  exiftence. 


We  are  to  obferve,  that. many  of  the 
moft  eminent  of  the  French  nobi- 
lity, whether  with  rcfpedf  to  family,  . 
fortune,  chara6ter,  or  influence,  (a- 
mong  whom  we  (liall  only  mention 
as  inftances,  the  dukes  de  Roche- 
foucault  and  de  Liancourt)  althougii 
they  abhorred  fome  of  the  violent 
afts  of  the  airembly,  were  ftill  zea- 
lous adherents  to  the  rerolution,  i'o 
far  as  its  originally  avowed  prin- 
ciples went ;  for  they  were  no  lefs 
averie  to  the  ancient  defpotifm  of 
the  crown,  than  the  dcmocrates,  but 
then  they  detefled  republicaniftn, 
perhaps,  even  n^ore  than  defpotifrii, 
as  the  greater  evil  of  the  two.  Their 
object  was  a  rational,  moderate,  li- 
mited monarchy,  whofe  powers 
(hould  be  precifely  defined,  which, 
with  full  fecurity  to  the  perfons  and 
property  of  the  people,  with  all  the 
liberty  that  was  compatible  with 
good  government,  fhould  at  the  fame 
time  have  its  own  rights  as  firmly 
fecured,  and  as  well  guarded,  as 
theirs.  It  -will  be  eafilv  drawn  from 
a  recollection  of  paQ:  circumftances, 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  fupport 
and  influence  of  fuch  men  as  thefe, 
in  different  fcafons  of  great  diflicul  ■ 
ty,  the  bufinefs  of  the  revolution 
could  fcarcely,  if  at  all,  have  been 
accomi)lifhed.  But  they  were  now 
no  longer  deemed  neceflary,  and 
thev  ex[)erienc:d,  to  their  grief  and 
cofl,  that  from  the  beginning  thev 
had  been  made  inltrument^  and  tool's 
to  the  defigns  of  that  fa<ftion,  whicii 
they  abhorred  and  detefled  be\  ond 
all  others. 

This  occafion  ol)liijcs  us  to  brincr 
forward  an  adventurer  with  a  lirange 
name,  and  of  a  ftill  ftranger  charac- 
ter, Anacharfis  Clootz,  a  malcon- 
tent Pruffian;  who  wanted  to  com- 
municatf  the  knowledgf  of  that  li- 
berty to  the  French,  wiych  ht  daicd 
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not  to  talk  about  at  hoirc.  He  was 
one  of  thole  men,  who,  excepting 
by  the  comniillion  of  fome  extraor- 
dinary enormity,  could  never  have 
been  called  into  notice,  under  any 
other  ftate  of  things  than  fuch  as 
now  prevails  in  France  ;  but  hav- 
ing received  lb  nnich  education  in 
Germany,  as  was  fufficicnt  to  exalt 
his  natural  extravagance  to  its  ut- 
iTioll  pitch,  his  felf-confidence  fuf- 
fcrcd  him  to  mifs  no  opportunity  of 
exhibiting  his  talents  to  the  public. 
As  declamation,  philofophu,  and  the 
negative  quality  of  infidelity,  were 
the  points  in  which  he  fuppofed 
himfelf  principally  to  excel,  the 
confufions  of  Paris  had  for  feveral 
months  opened  the  faireft  field  to 
him  for  the  difplay,  at  kail,  of  the 
former  of  thefe  talents,  that  he  could 
have  wilhed ;  but  whether  it  was 
that  the  people  thought  they  had 
orators  and  philofophers  enough  of 
their  own,  and  that  infidelity  was 
too  common  to  bear  any  value,  or 
that  the  bom.baft  which  leaded  his 
eloquence  was  incomprehenCble 
even  to  the  Parifians,  fo  it  was,  that 
all  his  exertions  were  unable  to  pulh 
him  furvvard  into  any  degree  of  par- 
ticular notice. 

The  modern  Anacharfis,  thus  foil- 
ed in  his  hopes,  that  eloquence  and 
philofophy  would  have  opened  the 
way  to  fame  and  to  fortune,  farewd- 
ly  conceived,  that  extravagar.ce 
might  poiTibly  fucceed  Avhere  they 
failed.  Haying  procured  a  number 
of  thofe  vagabonds  who  filled  and 
infefted  th-^;  Streets  of  Paiis,  and  hir- 
ed all  the  foreign,  ancient,  and.'^jro- 
tefque  dreffes,  whxh  the  opera  and 
plav-houfes  could  furnif]!,  ii  order 
to  difguifc  them,  he  masqueraded  at 
the  head  of  this  motley  crew  to  the 
national  aflemb/y,  where  he  intro- 
duced them  as  Grangers  arrived  from 


all  or  n^.ofi:  of  tlie  nations  of  the 
globe,  being  the  virtual  ambalfadors 
of  all  thole  enflaved  nations  who 
M'iflied  to  be  free,  and  were  there- 
fore difpofed  to  enter  into  fraternity 
with  France,  for  the  glorious  pur- 
pofe  of  ellablilliing  liberty  through- 
out the  world.  The  orator,  to  give 
a  lull  difpla'v  to  his  talents,  delivered 
a  fpeech  in  the  name  of  his  dumb 
gan^j  of  ambafladors,  which,  for  ab- 
furdity  and  bombafi,  equalled  any 
thing  that  ever  was  or  can  be  fpo- 
ken.  In  this  he  reprefented  the  am- 
balTadors  of  all  exifiing  govern- 
meats,  as  being  thecfelves  Haves, 
the  rfprcfentatives  of  tyrants,  and 
therefore  unfitting  to  be  received  in 
that  honourable  public  charaflcr 
which  they  afiun:ed  :  that  thofe 
citizens  by  whom  he  wxs  accompa- 
nied were  the  real  reprefentatives 
and ambaffadors  of  n.ankind,  and  had 
conltituted  him,  in  their  name,  to 
demand  places  for  them,  fuitable  to 
their  rank  and  charafter,  at  the  en- 

■  ^'^'"''S  gi'^i'id  confederation  of  the  na- 
tion. 

So  barefaced,  fo  impudent,  fo  ri- 
diculous a  farce,  was  never  before 

splayed  off  before  any  public  alTcm- 
bly ;  or  before  any  collection  of 
men  fuppofed  to  be  in  polTellion  of 
their  rational  faculties.  To  heighten, 
if  any  thing  could  fo  do,  the  ridicu- 
loulheis  of  the  fccne,  it  was  aHirm- 

.  ed,  that  feveral  of  the  Afiatic  ambaf- 
fadors,  firipped  of  their  hired  robes 
and  piun-es,  were  feen  at  the  doors 
of  theaflenibly,  in  their  proper  garb 
and  chara'fler,  humbly  foliciting  the 
payaient  of  their  wages  ;  -a  trifling 
niptter,  which,  it  would  feem,  the 
fubliuie  ideas  of  their  orator  had  ren- 
dered him  inattentive  to. 

It  feems,  however,  probable,  if 
we  Judge  from  the  imm.ediate  oon- 
fequenceij  that  this  e>:hibitioii  wjis 

not 
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ROt  to  be  entirely  attributed  to  the 
extravagance  or  infanity  of  Clootz; 
but  was  calculated  to  anfwer  a  moft 
ferious  and  important  pnrpofe.  But 
to  underfland  this,  it  may  be  ne- 
cefTary  to  obferve,  that  Irom  the 
bad,  and  too  often  fliameful  effefts, 
which  the  wine  dr^nk  at  dinner  had 
frequently  produced  on  the  debates 
of  the  airembly,  it  had  long  become 
a  ftanding  rule,  thou^^h  without  any 
particular  order  for  it,  that  no  bufi- 
nefs  of  moment  fhould  be  brought 
forward  at  the  evening  fittings.  On 
this  account  they  were  generalfy 
very  thinly  attended,  moll  of  the 
m'embers  gladly  feizing  the  opportu- 
nity of  indulging  thcfe  purfuits  of 
private  bufinefs  or  pleafure,  from 
which  they  had  been  withheld  by 
the  morning  fitting.  The  exhibi- 
tion we  have  defcribed  was  p.efent- 
■r  ,     ed  at  an   evening   fit- 

•'  °    ■  Hngi    when  the  hnufe 

was  not,  indeed,  (o  thin  as  ufual, 
but,  however  it  happened,  fo  it  was, 
that  the  moft  violent  of  the  demo- 
cratic leaders,  and  thut  party  in  ge- 
neral, were  thofe  wno  principaUy 
attended. 

Whea  tiie  anibafladors  bTd  ?.f\ed 
their  part,  and  were  withdrawn,  it 
feemed  as  if  the  aflembly  thought  it 
neceir^ry  likewiie  to  z£t  theirs.  As 
if  they  had  believed  the  mockery 
which  they  juft  beheld  to  be  a 
reality,  and  that  the  ambalTadors  of 
all  mankind  were  in  fai^  prefent, 
and  fupplicating  their  protection, 
they  were  all  at  onte,  as  if  it  had 
been  an  ele<^ric  ftiock.  ftruck  with 
tlie  moft  violent  fit  of  eutiuifia  m 
for  liberty,  vvhich  it  was  polubl-  to 
defcribe  or  imagine.  The  fii-ft  ef- 
fufion  of  this  palfion  was  laudable: 
it  was  a  decree  to  deftrov  or  remove 
thofe  figures  of  chained  Haves,  in- 
tended  ;o  reprefent    pro'ftrate   and 


conquered  nations,  which  fur- 
rounded  the  ftatuc  (o  much  cele- 
brated, and  fo  often  condemned  and 
ridiculed,  of  Loui^>  XIV.  and  which, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  this  decree, 
might  have  long  continued  ftiame- 
ful  memorials  of  the  infuiferable 
vanity  and  arrogance  of  that  moi 
narcb. 

The  fucceeding  effect  of  this  en- 
tiuifiafm  was  not  fo  blamelefs.  The 
refolution  for  abolifliing  hereditary 
nobility  for  ever,  was,  in  this  fame, 
evening's  fitting,  introduced,  de- 
bated in  a  certain  manner,  and  paf- 
fed  into  an  iirevocable  law  before 
their  rifing.  It  was  to  little  purpofe 
that  the  nobility,  all  the  royalifts, 
and  many  others,  who  were  not  ab- 
folute  republicans,  cried  out,  in  tlie 
midft  of  their  diftrefs  or  aftonifli- 
ment,  againft  the  unfairnefs  and  dlf- 
honefty  of  this  proceeding,  which 
t,;ev  laid  openly  was  carried  by 
f^r.itagem  and  furprize.  The  law 
was  paiTed,  arid  there  was  ho  re- 
medy !  there  was  no  houfe  of  lords 
to  check  the  exorbitance  of  a  houfe 
of  conunons ;  there  was  no  king, 
with  freedom  or  power  to  curb  the 
cnomiities  of  either,  or  both ;  and, 
to  crown  the  evil,  the  alTembly  it- 
felf  was  unfortunately  not  bound 
by  any  of  the  wlioleforae  and  oe- 
cefiarv  regulations  which  lo  iiappily 
prevail  in  the  Englifn  parliament; 
by  which  previous  notice  is  given 
of  the  introdu>ft'  )n  of  a  new  law; 
by  which  every  bid  muft  go  through 
a  certain  number  of  readings,  and  a 
reafonable  time  is  allotted  for  du.e 
confidcration,  before  it  can  be  paf- 
{ed  ;  and  by  which,  in  cafes  of  mo- 
ment, a  general  call  of  one  or  both 
houfes  takes  pb'  e,  and  all  tl;e 
menibers  are  olUiged,  under  penalty, 
to  give  tlieir  attend  nice  on  a  day 
appointed.      All  tUefc  fovms,  fo  ne- 
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fcdary  to  cool  and  wife  delibera- 
tion, all  thefc  checks  and  powers  of 
controul,  were  here  wanting. 

In  tliis  extraordinary  decree,  not 
contented  with  declaring  in  its  pre- 
amble that  hereditaiy  nobility  was 
incompatible  with  the  liberty  of 
France,  they  declare,  in  general 
teriTifi,  M'ith  peculiar  arrogance,  that 
hereditaiy  nobilitv  is  incompatible 
Avith  a  free  ftate ;  thereby  implicat- 
ing all  the  reil  of  Europe,  excepting 
a  very  few  petty  democratic  repub- 
lics, to  be  in  a  Hate  of  flaverv.  It 
aboliflies  for  ever  all  titles  exifting 
in  France,  from  the  prince  to  the 
loweft,  equivalent  to  our  efquire  ; 
and,  with  a  precifion  which  rather 
indicated  a  long  and  well-concerted 
defign,  than  a  fudden  fit  of  paffion, 
it  forbids  the  application  of  all  terms 
of  diftinftlon  or  refpeft,  iifually 
pxid  to  certain  degrees  of  rank,  of- 
fice, or  authority,  fiich  as  highnefs, 
excellency,  &c.  from  being  ufed  to 
any  man  or  body  of  men.  It  like- 
wife  abolifaed  all  blazonrv,  coats  of 
arms,  and  liveiies ;  in  a  word,  every 
memorial  of  heraldry  and  anceftry 
ivas  obliterated.  It  aboliflied  aU 
names  derived  from  eflates,  a  cul 
torn  long  and  generally  eft.iblifheff 
in  France,  and  vvhich  produced  m 
fmall  trouble  and  perplexity  in  read- 
ing and  endeavo'iriag  to  compre- 
hend the  hiflory  of  that  country. 

The  princes  of  the  blood  were 
ftripp'd  like  others  of  all  titles  de- 
rived from  eiliateG  or  places,  fuch  as 
Artois,  Provence,  or  Orleans,  and 
of  every  ceremonial  of  phrafe,  ad- 
drefs,  or  mark  of  refpeft,  which 
could  diftinguifli  them  from  the 
commori  mafs  of  the  people.  The 
decree  defcended  to'  minutiae  which 
appeared  ridiculous ;  fuch  as  to 
fome  trifling  marks  of  diftinL'^ion 
and  rcfpeft  which  were  ufually  paid 


at  church  to  fome  of  the  principal 
nobility,  to  men  high  in  office,  as 
the  governors  of  great  towns  or  of 
provinces,  and  not  unfrequently  to 
the  lords  of  pariflies,  in  their  own 
churches. 

This  decree  excited  a  height  of 
indignation  before  unknown  in  the 
whole  body  of  gentjenien  throught 
out  the  kingdom,  who  fent  up  re- 
peated protefts  againft  it;  but  there 
was  So  little  regard  paid  to  them, 
that  they  were  not  even  futfered  to 
be  inferted  in  the  journals.  The  no- 
bility and  clergy  of  Alface  were 
peculiarly  enraged  ;  they  deriving 
their  honours  as  well  as  their  emo-^ 
luments  not  from  France  but  from 
the  German  empire,  and  both  being 
befides  fecured  to  them  by  the 
treaty  of  Weftphalia,  The  demo- 
cratic writers  fay,  that  from  that 
day,  the  greatelt  part  of  the  nobles 
of  the  kingdom  became  the  unap- 
peafeable  enemies  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  ;  and  that  this  decree  had  de- 
termined them  to  excite  a  civil  war, 
and  to  perifli  upon  the  ruins  of 
Fratice,  rather  than  renounce  their 
claim  to  honour. 

The  decree  which  was  pafTed  on 
the  19th  received  the  king's  fane-, 
ion  on  the  21  ft  of  June  ;  and  was 
ignalized  by  the  fingular  circum- 
ftance,  that  of  all  his  minifters, 
Neckar  alone,  a  plebeian,  a  repub- 
lican, a  man  born  and  bred  in  a 
democracy,  iufifted  on  his  not  giv- 
ing it  his  fanclion,  but  on  the  con- 
trary to  fend  back  his  exprefs  difap- 
probation  to  the  afreirjbly.  Beingj 
over-ruled  in  his  attempt  by  the 
joint  oppcfition  of  the  other  mi- 
nifte.-s,  he  immediately  publifhed  a 
pamphlet,  containing  a  number  of 
very  judicious  obfervations  on  the 
decree,  and  inform; '-tg  the  public 
of  the  reafons  which  operated  upoa 
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Mm  in  advifing  the  king  to  rcfufe 
his  fanftion. 

It  would  feem  idle  to  offer  r.ny 
comments  on  the  jullice  or  the  po- 
licy of  this  decree :  it  fpeaks  for 
itfelf.  Ti;e  language  held  by  the 
■democratic  writers,  of  the  abfurdity 
and  folly  of  being  angry  at  the  lofs 
of  fuch  baubles  and  tiitles  as  titles 
and  frivolous  diflin^ftions,  would 
feem  rather  to  correfpond  with  the 
ideas  which  we  might  fuppofe  be- 
ings jufl:  dropj)ed  from  anotl-.er  ])]a- 
jiet  to  conceive,  than  thofe  of  men, 
who,  it  might  be  fuppofed,  nniic  of 
neceflity  know  fomcthing  of  tlx:  af- 
fairs of  this  world. 

A  grand  confederation  had  for 
fome  time  been  announced  by  the 
national  aflembly,  which  was  to  take 

J)lace  on  the  celebrated  14th  of  Ju- 
y,  the  annivcrfary  of  the  memora- 
ble taking  of  the  liaftilc  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  which  was  Jiow 
dellined    to    be     rendered     facred 
through  all  fucceeding  ages.     The 
objedts  of  this  grand  national  meet- 
ing were  confiderable,  and  the  de- 
fign  well  calculated  for  its  purpofes. 
It  was  in  no  fmall  degree,  by  this 
appearance  of  the  general  fuffrage 
of  tlie  people,  to  legalize,  as  well  as 
to  confirm  the  rcvohition.     It  was 
to  bind  the  king,  the  affembly,  and 
the   people   together,   by  new,   fo- 
jlemn,    and    jiublic    oaths.      And, 
\yhat  was  not  the  leaft  in  confidcra- 
tion,  it  was  hoped  that  it  might  be 
a  means  of  reforming  the  licentious 
and    mutinous    difpofition    of   the 
troops,  which  was  every  day  bitak- 
ing  out  into  arts  of  the  utmoft  dif- 
grder  and  violence,  to  the  no  fmall 
untafinefs,  and   even  apprehenfion 
of  the   alfcmblv.      Nor  were  their 
own  lavouritcs,  the  national  guard*^, 
nuch  more  to  bp  commended  for 
fiipir  order.     On  this  account,  every 


regiment  throughout  the  kingdoin 
was  obliged  to  fend  a  delegation 
of  their  foldiers  and  officers,  who 
were  to  fwear  in  behalf  of  the  whole 
regiment ;  and  the  battalions  of  na- 
tional guards  were  obliged  to  con- 
form to  the  fame  regulation. 

The  duke  of  Orleans,  who  ncrw 
found  the  firff  ftuits  of  his  crooked 
politics,  to  be  a  degradation  from 
the  highcfl:  rank  and  title  of  princes 
to  the  humble  ffation  of  a  common 
citizen,  had  long  felt  with  impa- 
tience and  grief,  that  exile  in  Eng- 
land, which  fo  painfully  withheld 
him  from  partaking  in  the  fa^Trions 
and  turbulence  of  the  grand  fcene 
of  adfion  at  the  Palais  Royale  and 
in  Paris.  He  accordingly  applied 
to  the  alfembly  for  leave  to  return, 
in  order  to  afliff,  and  to  be  fvvorn  at 
the  (Confederation;  this  was  granted, 
notwithllanding  the  jealoufy  of  La 
Fayette,  who  ufed  every  poffible 
means  to  prevent  his  return. 

The    preparations   for   this   new 
and  extraordinary  fpeffacle  were  at- 
tended with  immenfe  labour.     Nd 
lefs   than   12,000    hired   workmed 
were  employed, and  the  v.ork  would 
not   have  been  finiflied   any  thing 
r.early  within  the  tinx,  if  it  h?d  not 
been  for  the  extr«iordinary  exertions 
of  tlie  Parifians,    who,    with  their 
wives  and  children,  were  to  be  feen 
from  morning  to  night  in  the  hcit- 
tefl  weather,  with  fj^ades,  fliovclt;, 
pick-axes,  and  barrows,  labouring  jy 
digging   and  removing  the  mould 
from  the  great  field  of  the  Chaiirji 
de  Mars,  which   was  deftincd  e\'tY 
more   to   be    diflingui-flied   bv  tluc 
name  of  the  Field  of  the  Confede- 
ration.    It  was  necdVary  to  remo*'e 
feveral  feet  of  earth  from  the  fur- 
face  of  this  field,  which  Avas  about 
half  an  Erglifli  mile  in  kiigtlx,  and 
wide  in  proportion,  iii  ordu"  to  iur- 
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round  it  with  ier.ts  riimj  ia  the 
fcrm  of  an  amphitheatre,  for  the 
piirpofe  of  accommodatiug  fome- 
tliing  towards  half  a  millioa  of  peo- 
ple", who  were  expected  t:,-  behold 
xl-»e  fpetftacle.  A  vaft  fcalToid  was 
treifled  m  the  center,  wiiere  the 
iing  and  the  natlonai  aireinbly  were 
to-  be  placed,  and  w'^>^€i■e-  the  naciou- 
aL  altar  being  likcnvile  ere£ted,  they 
vere  tcv  take  the:  prtfcvibed  oath  in 
the  fight  of  all  the  people;  who,  in 
their  feveral  clafies,  w^re  all  to  fp 
througli  the  fame  rite,  or  cerenio- 
RiaK  whichever  it  may  be  called. 
Nothing  was  omitted,  nor  no  ca- 
|)en<:e  fpared,  which  could  alford 
fplendor  to  this  fpectacle;  n-iUnc, 
Hicenfe,  flags,  ftreamer?,  military 
pomp,  every  thing  that  could  daz- 
zle the  eves  or  fafcinate  tne  imagi- 
natiGn  of  a  vain  and  irivolous  peo- 
ple, ever  addiftcd  to  flioivs,  and 
captivated  by  trifles,  was  here  exhi- 
bited. 

It  fortunately  happened,  though 
contrary  to  ex]jeftalion,  that  no  dif- 
ordei'  or  mifchief  attended,  or  pro- 
ceeded from,  this  accumulation  of 
lb  extraordinary  a  multitude.  The 
fcii^tg,  the  affcmbly,  the  army,  and 
fhe  people,  were  all  reciproc:illy 
f\vorn.  The  purport  of  the  oath 
was  the  maintenance  of  the  confti- 
tuticrt  againft  all  oppugners  ;  to 
winch  was  added,  "  to  continue  free 
or  to  perifti."'  The  fame  oath  was 
taken  on  the  fame  day  throughout 
the.  whole  kingdom ;  and  all  the 
Sroops  of  every  fort,  new  a;"id  old, 
■acre  perfonally  fworn  at  their  re- 
fpective  ftations,  as  well  as  by  dele- 
gation at  Paris. 

Ths  troops  were,  however,  too 
far  advanced  in  licentiouaiefs,  to  be 
cured  at  reftrained  by  oaths ;  th«y 
claiined  grtat  merit  from  their  fer- 
Vices    ill    redi'eirmg     the    alledged 


grievances  of  the  nation  ;  and  tliey 
prefumed  that  they  were  well  au- 
thorized to  redrefs  their  own.  They 
pretc-ndcd  that  tlielr  officers  cheated 
them,  for  ia  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things  it  fcarcely  feems  probable 
that  it  could  have  been  more  than  a 
pretence,  and  under  that  colour  fe- 
veral  regiments  plundered  their  mi- 
litary chefls.  The  avei-fion  and 
Ci-tntempt  in  which  they  were  tuught 
to  regard  their  officers,  led  to  accu- 
la'iions  of  this  nature,  as  well  as  to  a 
total  cntempt  of  every  degree  of 
fubordination  and  difcipline.  But 
this  was  only  a  fmall  part  of  the 
enormit.es  which  they  were  guilty 
of.  The  fnternal  feafts  and  inti- 
mate coanecftions  between  the  inha- 
bitants aiid  ti'ie  foidiery,  which  had 
been  fo  much  encouraged  and  pro- 
moted in  the  beginning  of  the  revo- 
lution, for  the  purpofe  of  debauch- 
ing; the  arrny  ;roin  its  allegiance, 
beiides  producing  that  efftft,  pro- 
duced otiieis  which  either  were  not 
forefeea,  or  which^  if  they  were,  it 
was  determined  to  fubm't  to  for  the 
attainment  of  the  gr?nd  object. 
The  foldiers,  as  might  be  expf.fted, 
vain  of  the  new  appellation  of  citi- 
zens, proud  of  their  confratemicy, 
and  of  the  n-;-.'.-  company  into  whicii 
they  were  ad.nitted,  and  their  heads 
ftill  f.'.rtuer  turned  by  the  fliare 
Vvhichthey  e!?pecled  to  hold  in  tint 
rfew  fovereignty,  which  was  to  be 
fhattered  into  fo  many  divifions, 
became  all  at  once  politicians,  ca- 
balJei-s,  and  reformer:-  Thcv  be- 
came ever)'  where  micmbers  of  thofe 
clubs  where  they  were  fiationed, 
and  naturally  embracing  their  o;)i- 
nions,  formed  as  many  political 
{e&:?,  a«d  were  as  zealous  partizans 
in  all  the  great  bufinefs  ©f  reform 
and  government,  as  thofe  with  whom 
they  lived.     By  thefe  means  they 
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came  to  bear  a  great,  and  In  many 
places  a  principal  fnire,  in  all  thofe 
dreaclfiil  tuniulh  and  difordcrs  which 
were  continually  breaking  out,  and 
fpreadjng  every  degree  of  outrage 
and  violence  in  the  greater  towns 
and  cities.  Thefe  were,  in  general, 
.kindly  confi^iered  as  the  genuine 
marks  and  eftccts  of  patriotifm,  and 
if  at  all  regarded  as  evils,  were  only 
deemed  to  be  the  necelTary  appen- 
dages of  revolutions,  in  which  cer- 
tain degrees  of  wrong  and  violence 
paved  the  way  for  the  attain^iicnt  o^ 
the  grent  end. 

At  Nmcy,  the  capital  of  L^r- 
rain,  thefe  excelL-s  ^'ere  curried  by 
the  troops,  and  bv  the  ruling  party, 
of  tl:e  townfir.en.  whofcemed  joinllv 
to  fet  the  aircmbly  at  dcHance,  to  fo 
extraordinary  a  pircli,  that  they  we;e 
tleemed,  if  not  declared,  to  be  in  a 
ftate  of  abrolute  rebellion.  The  njar- 
t^iiis  de  Bouille,  (A-ho,  we  have  for- 
merly icen,  h::d  been  fo  much  diilin- 
guiflicd  by  the  honour  andhumani- 
tv,  as  well  as  by  the  ability  which  he 
difplayed  in  the  Weil:  Indies,  dur- 
ing the  late  war  with  England)  then 
commanded  the  troops  at  Metz,  and 
in  that  quarter;  and  received  an 
order  from  the  alTen:!blv  to  fupprefs 
the  infurgents  at  Nancy  by  force  of 
arms.  This  order  v/as  repented  al- 
moft  as  foon  as  it  was  ilFucd ;  for 
befides  its  being  contrary  to  the 
eftabliihed  practice  of  never  punifli- 
ing  democratic  criminals,  they  fuf- 
pefted  Bouille  of  being  an  aj-ifto- 
crat.  and  were  apprehejifive  that  he 
might  direct  the  army  which  he  had 
thus  coUefted  to  the  purpofc  of  a 
counter-revolution.  Under  this  im- 
prcfhon  they  were  debating  about 
recalling  tlie  deci'ee,  and  fending 
corami^ioners  to  pacify',  inftead  of 
troops  to  reduce  the  iiifurgents. 

iJiit  Da  Souille  was  too  aJert  aai 


active  a  commander,  and  knew  the 
duties  of  his  profeflTion  too  vvell,  to 
lofe  any  time  in  the  execution  of 
hi^  orders.  He,  as  it  were  inftant- 
ly,  collected  a  confiderable  force, 
compofed  partly  of  national  tro6;>s, 
and  partly  of  thofe  of  the  line-;  anl 
the  officers  being  particularly  at- 
tached to  him,  as  were  even  tlic 
commoo  fokfiery  of  the  old  troops 
in  no  finall  degree,  he  appeared  be- 
fore Nancy  with  an  exptdHioa 
which  furprifed  every  body  -eiie  m 
well  as  the  infurgents.  He  feiand 
the  latter,  however,  prepared  fat;, 
and  determined  on  a  vigorons  de-. 
fence.  A  bloody  conteft  took  piacf, 
in  which  the  infur^^errts  were  re- 
duced with  confiderabie  {laai^'htei^ 
and  with  no  fmsJl  lofs  to  the  affail- 
ants. 

The  emT'.arraiTment  of  the  afTejrH 
My  on  Bouilie's  fuccefs  feemed  ra- 
ther ridiculous.  They  could  R«r 
but  r.pparer.tly  approve  the  couduS: 
of  an  otF'cer,  who  b4  diiplaved 
great  Iplrit  and  extraordinary  dif- 
patch  in  the  execution  of  their  or- 
der-. ;  at  the  fame  time  that  tlvey  wci-e 
in  faft  forry  for  the  event,  and  not  i 
little  uneafy  at  placing  fo  m«cii 
power  in  the  hands  of  a  man  u-.h» 
they  unju lily  fufpecled  would  ap- 
ply it  to  dangerous  purpofes.  Su^ 
the  rage  of  the  Parifians  at  the  {bed- 
ding of  fo  much  patriotic  bloo4 
v.:o  beyond  all  defcrit>tioru  Thev 
confidered  and  reprefented  all  the 
infurgents  who  were  flaiji  as  mar- 
tvrs  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and 
Bouille  with  his  troops  as  murder- 
ing ariftocrates,  w;.o  were  endea- 
vouring to  commence  a  counter-re- 
volution. They  furrounded  the 
houfe  of  aflembly  in  great  bodies, 
and  loudly  and  peremptorily  de- 
manded the  .head  cf  3  juille,  and  the 
heads  of  ail  the  nihufteri  wlio  had  any 
ccijctrn 
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Concern  in  the  tranf;iftion..  The 
fermtnt  was  i?  violent,  that  nothing 
lefs  than  the  rcfoKition  and  firmnefs 
-cf  the  national  guards,  could  have 
TMrevented  their  proceeding  to  the 
Lft  extremities. 

This  ferment  unex;,-eitcdly  pro- 
duced, or  at  leaft  hallened,  the  re- 
fignation  of  Mr.  Ncckar,  and  his 
£nal  departure  from  France.  That 
miniiler,  who  had  fo  long  been  the 
idol  of  the  people  at  Paris  and  Ver- 
failies,  havin-^,  on  the  night  of  that 
tumult,  received  intclUgence  that  he 
was  deftined  to  be  made  a  viftim 
fo  the  fury  of  the  mob,  he  fled  from 
his  houfc,  and  fpent  many  hours 
under  the  greateft  apprehenfion  and 
terror  in  the  fields  near  Paris.  He 
now  at  once  perceived,  that  he  liad 
not  only  held  his  place  too  long 
for  his  fafety,  but  for  his  honour. 
He  had  long  felt  h"s  credit  with 
the  afTembly  declining  ;  but  ever 
fince  the  removal  of  that  body  to 
Paris,  he  experienced  fuch  repeated 
inftances  of  (light  and  indiiference, 
as  made  him  feel  to  the  heart,  that 
he  was  noAV  onlv  confidered  as  the. 
tool  of  a  party,  who  having  done  its 
bufmefs  was  no  longer  thought  ne- 
ceflary,  and  might  be  laid  by  with- 
out ceremony.  Camus,  and  feve- 
ral  other  of  their  member:-:,  feeirsed 
^o  make  it  a  point  continually  to 
cavil  at  his  plans,  and  to  bring  cap- 
tious charges  and  accufations  upon 
trifling  or  contemptible  matters 
a^ainll:  him :  nor  was  this  imgra- 
cious  and  unworthy  conduct  ever 
in  the  fmalleft  degree  difcounte- 
nanced.  In  return  for  this  treat- 
ment, he  frequently  told  the  afTem- 
bly home  and  blunt  truths,  which 
did  not  by  any  means  tend  to  con- 
ciliate favour. 

On  this  recent  affair  at  Paris,  he 
lient  a  ietttr  with  his  rcfignation  to 


the  national  aflembly,  who  having 
read  it,  called,  with  the  mofl  carc- 
lefs  and  contemptuous  indifference, 
for  the   ordtr  of  the  day^  without 
taking    the   fmalleft    notice    of   it. 
Pierced    through   and    through    by 
this  d"::'dainful  treatment,   tiii's   un- 
grateful r-turn   to  all  his  paft  ac- 
knowledged    fervices,   which,  un- 
doubtedly, was    not    the   lefs   felt 
from  a  vexatious  recollcrtion  of  the 
fuifome  flatteries  with  which  thev 
had  heretofore  fo  often   bedawbed 
him,  the  unhappy  minifter  fet  out 
diretfly   for   Swiiferland.      But   he 
foon  found  that  the  bitter  cup  of 
his  humiliation  was  not  yet  exhauft- 
ed,  and  that  the  dregs  were  among 
the  moft  odious  parts  of  the  potion. 
Mr.  Neckar  was  flopped  at  a  little 
town  called  Arci-fur-Aube  by  the 
national  guard,  who  being  now  alf 
ftatefmen,  and  in  a  certain  degree 
fovereigns,  wifely  determined,  that 
it  was  by  no  means  fitting  a  finan- 
cial minifter  fliould  be  permitted  to" 
quit  the  country  until  he  had  made 
a  fair  fettlement,  and  undergone  a 
ftriifl   fcrutiny  as  to   his  accounts, 
and  they  accordingly  confined  him 
as  a  prifoner.     He  was  gov/  to  un- 
dergo the  mortification  of  a  fecond 
application  to  the  national  affembly, 
in    which    he    ftated,    that    above 
160,000 1.  fterling   of  his   property 
being  lodged  in  the  French  funds, 
and  confequently  within  their  cog- 
nizance,  that   fum,  which  he   had 
depofit'  d  there  through  the  patriotic 
motive  of  fupporting  the  public  cre- 
dit, would  be  an  ample  fecurity  for 
anv  error  or  deficiency  which  could 
pofui)Iy    appear   in    his   accounts ; 
and  therefore  requefting,    that^  his 
health,  in  its  prefent  precarious  ftate,, 
f])Ould  no  longer  be  injured,  either 
by    confinement,    or    by   detention 
ft<3;n  the  .i.lubrious  air  of  hii  native 
eountrva 
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<ic)%intry.  The  affeirbly  retuvned  a 
dry  aniwer,  but  ordered  his  releafe ; 
and  he  at  length  arrived  fately  in 
his  own  country. 

Such  was  the  fate  ofaminifter, 
who  hcx\  pafTed  throuy;h  fiich  couri'es 
of  jxipulant}-,  as,  perhaps,  have 
fcaixciy  been  equalled  by  any  fo- 
reigner in  any  countiy.  Vet,  fo 
uncertiiln  is  the  ftate  of  public  fa- 
Tour,  and  fo  rapid  the  decline  of 
popularity,  that  lie  now  retired  to 
his  native  countrv  without  the 
fmalleft  n-:ark  of  honour,  efle'^m,  or 
regret  from  that  nation,  which  had 
in  the  preceding  year,  commenced 
a  rebellion  againfl  its  fovereign  on 
his  account.  Whatever  Mr.  Neck- 
ar's  political  faults  or  errors  might 
have  been  as  a  miniftcr,  he  joiiclicd 
Inch  excdlertt  qu"Gties  as  a  man,  as 
rriuft  ever  entitle  him  to  refpetH:- 
His  integrity  v.-as  in  both  charac- 
ters beyond  doubt  or  fufpicion ;  and 
his  ftrict  attention  to  the  diicharge 
and  practice  of  all  the  moral  duties 
and  virtues  was  never  called  in  quel- 
lion  by  his  enemies.  Happy  he 
may  now  consider  that  concuner.ce 
ot  circumftanc£s  and  caufes  whicli 
obliged  him  to  quit  France  at  fo 
early  and  timely  a  period ;  and  l,:s 
Jarnily  may  confoie  themfclves  in 
bis  prcfent  exifteiice  ft^-  t!-,at.  now, 
hopclefs  property  which  he  left  be- 
hind. 

New  contefts  v^'lth  the  clergv  af- 
forded the  principal  objects  ct  bufi- 
Jiefs  in  which  the  national  allembly 
were  engaged  for  the  ren:ainder  of 
the  year.  Thele  arofe  from  the  va- 
rious meafures  adopted,  and  decree; 
pafled,  for,  what  was  called,  the  or- 
ganization of  the  church.  One  of 
ihefe  was.  the  rendering  e^'ery  be- 
nefice in  the  kingdom,  from  a  cu- 
racy to  a  bifliopric,  eleftive.  Ano- 
6ber  was,  the  adoiitting  people  of 


all  religions,  not  excepting  Jews,  to 
vote  at  thefe  elections.  And  ano- 
ther was,  the  totally  altering  the  an- 
ciently eftabJiflied  extent  and  limits 
■of -diocefes. 

The  clergy  became  troublefonvr 
upon  thefe  accounts.  Thev  fald 
that  whatever  right  the  nation'miwhr 
have  to  feize  their  revenues,  it  nei- 
ther could  have  any  right  or  pre- 
tence to  intti-fere  or  to  m.ike  anv 
alteration  in  the  difcipiine  or  fpirl- 
tual  government  of  the  church : 
they  therefoic  demanded  the  convcu. 
cation  of  a  national  council  to  fettle 
thefe  matters,  as  they  could  not  poC- 
fibly  without  tint  detenriir.atioji 
fubmit  to  the  prcfent  decrees.  As 
nothing  could  be  ir.ore  oppofite  Li> 
the  ideas  or  liking  of  t!-,e  national 
alTembly  than  to  admit  bv  ^nv 
means  of  the  calling  together  fi:cli 
an  aflem.bly,  they  wei=e  highly  in- 
cenfed  at  tucfe  objev^ions  made  bv 
the  clergy  to  their  decrees,  ajid  ix 
that  fpirit  determined  at  once  to 
punilh  their  reh-a6l:orir>ef^,  and  tt* 
cut  oif  the  means  of  ail  future  cif- 
putes,  by  impofing  a  new  oath  oa 
them,  by  wb.ich  the}'  w^re  bound  tj 
oblerve  and  fubmit  to  the  conftitii- 
tion  as  decreed  by  the  alJembly,  ia 
all  cafes  w  hatever, 

Vaft  numbers  of  tl'je  clergy'  rc- 
fufed  to  take  this  oath,  and  amon^ 
them  many  who  had  in  the  bec^in- 
ning  been  firmly  attached  to  the 
commons,  and  furthered  the  revo- 
lution by  eveiy  means  in  their  pow- 
er. But  fuch  aids  were  not  DO\r 
v/anted.  Mary  offered  to  take  rlts 
oath  if  th.ey  were  allowed,  as  a  {al- 
vo,  that  it  did  not  extend  to  admit 
of  any  fplritual  authority  in  the  af- 
fembly  ;  but  though  tl-it  bcdv  had 
generally  difclaimed  all  inteifererixe 
in  the  fpirltual  part  of  religion,  vet 
they  would  not  JdJow  of  any  rtHevrc 

isk 
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in  the  oath,  or  admit  any  explana- 
tion of  it.  All  the  clergv^,  without 
exception  or  diftint^tion,  who  re- 
fufed  to  take  the  oath,  were  imme- 
diately ejeLlcd  from  their  benefices, 
and  others  placed  in  their  room  ; 
the  biflioprics  were  filled  up  by  cu- 
rates. The  oath  being  confidered 
as  no  Icfs  than  perjury,  being  a  di- 
reft  breach  of  that  taken  at  ordina- 
tion, it  may  not  be  difficult  to  form 
ipme  judgment  of  the  character  of 
thofe  men  who  were  now  to  in- 
ftnift  the  people  in  the  duties  of  re- 
ligion and  morality.  It  afforded  a 
glorious  inflance  of  tiie  integrity  of 
tiie-  French  clergy,  that  of  r  3  r  bi- 
fhops,  only  three  were  found  fervile 
enough  to  betray  their  confcience 
and  their  honour,  in  {looping  to 
take  the  oath  for  the  prefervation  of 
their  bilhoprics. 

This  meafure  occafioned  a  fchifm 
among  the  people  as  well  as  the 
clerg}- ;  for  the  more  devout  and 
icrupylousj  who  were  flili  not  a  few 


in  the  kingdom,  refufed  to  acknovv- 
ledge  thefe  new  paftors,  and  parti- 
cularly to  receive  the  facraments  at 
their  hands  ;  which,  according  to 
their  religious  perfuafion,  it  was  the 
height  of  prophanation,  if  not  fa- 
crilege,  for  them  to  adminifler. 
They  were  the  firther  confirmed  ia 
this  opinion,  by  the  utter  difapprp- 
bation  of  the  oath  which  the  pype 
had  publicly  exprefled.  "Thus  did 
France  produce  in  an  inflant  the 
mofl  numerous  body  of  nonjuring' 
clergy  .  which  ever  exifted  in  ahy 
country :  and  fuch  was  the  defpo- 
tifm  which  prevailed  in  a  republi- 
can afl"embly,  that  would  compel 
men's  perfons,  minds,  and  confci- 
ences,  to  bend  in  all  things,  without 
referve,  to  its  almighty  uill.  Even 
the  more  m.oderate  of  the  democra- 
tical  writers,  regretted  and  condemn- 
ed, as  a  harlli  and  imprudent  mea- 
fure, the  forcing  of  fuch  an  oath  at 
once  upon  minds  unprepared  to  re-^ 
ceive  it.- 
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JANUARY. 

VIL  '"F^HJS  day  there  was  no 
X  court  either  at  Windl'or 
br  St.  James's,  as  ufual  on  New 
Year's  day,  confequently  the  Lau- 
reat's  ode  was  omitted.  The  New 
Year's  ode  not  being  performed  as 
ufual,  has  occafioned  much  fpecu- 
lation — It  may  not  be  unacceptable 
to  our  readers  to  give  them  the  fol- 
lowing paflage  from  Mr.  Gibbon's 
laft  volume  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman 
Empire :  "  The  title  of  Poet  Lau- 
rcatj  which  cullom  rather  than  va- 
nity perpetuates  in  the  Englifh 
court,  was  firft  invented  by  the  Ca;- 
iars  of  Germany.  From  Augullus 
to  Louis,  the  mufe  has  been  too 
often  falfe  and  venal ;  but  I  much 
doubt  whether  any  age  or  court  can 
produce  a  hmilar  eftablilhm.ent  of  a 
ftipendiary  poet,  who  ia  every  reign, 
and  at  ail  events,  is  bound  to  fur- 
nifh,  twice  a  year,  a  meafare  of 
praife  and  verfc,  fuch  as  m.iy  be 
lung  in  the  chapel,  and,  I  beiieve, 
in  the  prdence  of  the  fovereign. 
I  fpeak  the  more  freely,  as  the  beft 
time  for  abolindng  this  ridiculous 
cufrom  is  while  the  prince  is  a  man 
of  virtue,  and  the  poet  a  man  of 
genius." 

The  Oxford  Canal  was  this 


2d 


day  opened  b^  the  arrival  of 
Vol.  XXXil. 


upwards  of  200  tons  of  coals,  be 
fides  corn  and  other  effeds.  Tiic 
fjrll  boat  entered  the  bafon  a  fcv. 
minutes  before  twelve  o'clock,  dii- 
playing  the  u'lion  flag,  and  having 
on  board  the  band  belonging  to  th'; 
Oxfordihire  militia. 

At  a  meeting,  lately  held,  of  the 
trullees  of  John  Stock,  efq.  late  of 
Hampllead,  who  bequeathed  200  /. 
a  year  to  be  divided  r.mong  ten 
curates  of  the  church  of  England, 
whofe  incomes  did  not  exceed  4c  /. 
per  ann.  thirty -eight  petitions  were 
prefented  and  received  from  poo; 
curates  to  partiike  of  this  ber.evo- 
lencc,  manv  of  whofe  ftioendii  were 
not  more  than  25/.  a  vear,  with 
which  tliey  had  to  fupport  large: 
families. 

The  prifoners,  convlited  at 
the  Admiralty  Sefiions,  v.'ere  ^  * 
executed  at  Execution  Deck  pur- 
fuant  to  their  fevera!  fentencej, 
vi:-:.  John  Claik  and  Edward  Hob- 
bins,  for  ftealing  off  ihe  Eand's 
End  a  beat,  fevera!  fails,  and  a 
wooden  compafs,  the  property  of 
MefT.  Hurry  and  Co.;  John  Wil- 
liams and  Hugh  Wiifon;  for  a  nnuinv 
on  board  the  Gregfon  of  Liver- 
pool, at  Duke's  Cove,  off  the  coaft 
of  Africa ;  and  Thomas  Brett,  for 
Scaling  from  a  Dutch  hoy,  at  Dun- 
genefs  Roads,  three  calks  of  gene- 
va, 16  bales,  and  other  merchan- 
dize, thy  property  of  perfors   mx- 

[  -."»  J  known. 
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known.     They  are  all   ordered  to 
be  hung  in  chains. 

The  bankrupts  in  1788  were  709  ; 
in  1752  were  116.  Thefe  were  the 
moll  and  leait  numerous  fuice  1 740  ; 
in  1789- there  were  584. 

.  ,  The  Severn  flooded  a  few 

days  ago  higher  than  has 
been  known  for  theie  twenty  years. 
At  Shrcwfbury  and  its  environs, 
particalarly  at  the  Abbey  Forgate, 
FrankwcII,  and  cotton -mill-,  there 
was  no  paihr;^  without  a  boat. 

On  the  lakes  and  h)»h  moun- 
taitious  land  of  Cumberland  and 
We  llmor  eland,  there  has  been 
fcarcely  any  fnow,  and  not  any  ice 
two  inches  thick.  The  wind  and 
rain  have  exceeded,  as  much  as  the 
fnow  and  ice  fall  fhort  of,  the  ufual 
proportions.  Both  are  unexampled 
in  the  memory  of  man. 

,  The  feflions  ended  at  the 

°  '*  Old  Bailey,  when  fentence 
of  death  was  paffed  upon  13  con- 
vidts ;  one  was  fentenced  to  be  tranf- 
ported  for  14  years,  29  to  be  tranf- 
ported  for  feven  years,  ieven  to  be 
imprifoned  in  Newgate,  18  in 
Clerkenwell  Bridewell,  21  to  be 
publickly  whipped,  and  16  were 
dtlivered  by  proclamation. 

^  As  his  majelty  was  going 
in  flate  to  the  houfe  of  peers, 
on  pafling  the  corner  oppofite  Carle- 
ton  Houfe,  in  St.  James's  Park,  a 
ilone  was  thrown  at  the  coach  by  a 
tall  man  drefTed  in  a  fcarlet  coat, 
black  breeches,  a  ftriped  waiftccat, 
a  cocked  hat,  with  an  orange-co^ 
loured  ccckride ;  he  was  imme- 
diaiely  ?.pp:chended  and  taken  to 
Mr,  Grenville's  office,  in  the  trea- 
fury,  Whitehall,  where  he  under- 
went an  examination  by  the  attorney 
general  and  iTr  Sampfon  Wright, 
before  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Grenvilie,  the 
duke  of  Leeds,  Earl  ci'  Chatham, 


&c.  uhlch  lafted  four  hours,  whert. 
he  was  committed  to  priibn  for  fur- 
ther examination.  He  proves  to 
be  the  fame  perfon  who  wrote  a 
libel  againll  his  majeily,  av.d  lluck 
it  on  the  whalebone  in  the  court- 
yard, St.  James's,  about  a  foitnight 
fince,  and  figned  his  name  John. 
Frith,  lieutenant  ef  the  ftcond  bat- 
talion of  royals.  After  undergoing 
feveral  .  ther  examinations,  he  was 
committed  to  Newgate  for  trial  on 
a  charge  of  high  trealon. 

The  accounts  relati-,  e  to  _^  n 
the-  early  appearance  of  •'  " 
fprlng  this  year  are  too  numerous 
to  be  particularized.  Almoft  evevy 
production  that  the  month  of  April 
ufually  exhibits  in  the  garden,  and 
in  the  field,  were  to  be  ieen  at  the 
clofe  of  this  month  in  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom. 

DiED,atHorfeley,  county  of  Der- 
by, at  the  age  of  107,  Mrs.  Frances 
Barton.  It  is  faid  fhe  vv-ell  remem- 
bered the  revolution  in  1688,  and 
that  flie  danced  at  a  merry-making 
on  that  glorious  occafion.  Her  huf- 
band  had  been  fexton  of  the  parilh 
church  70  years;  and  this  antient 
pair  frequently  boaited  that  fhe  had 
brought  into  tlie  world,  and  he  had 
buried,  tlie  pariili  twice  over. 

At  Miles-court,  Bath,  aged  79, 
Mrs.  Burr,  grand-niece  of  fir  Ifaac 
Newton,  bv  a  daughter  of  his  mo- 
ther, who  married,  for  her  fecond 
hu/band,  the;,Rcv.  Mr.  Sm.ith.  She 
had  a  perfeft  recoUeclion  of  that 
great  philofopher,  and  remembered 
palTmg  much  time  at  his  houfe  in 
St  Martin's-lane  ;  and  that,  when  a 
child,  fhe  had  fpeni  whole  evenings 
in  his  ftudy,  as  he  was  remarkably 
fond  of  children.  She  remembered, 
alfo,  the  ftrength  of  his  iight,  his 
examining  old  coins,  and  reading 
the    fmalleft  print  Without   fpefta- 

dcs ; 


CHRONICLE. 


['95 


ties;  the  drift  ceconomy  of  his  ex- 
pences,  with  the  regularity  of  his 
domelHc  arrangements,  ?.nd  that  he 
feldom  dined  without  company, 
with  whom  he  was  remarkably  plea- 
fant  and  chearful, 

A  Portuguefe  woman,  who,  fome 
days  before  her  death,  had  attained 
the  age  of  109. 

Lately,  at  Rome,  aged  43.  Bro- 
ther Barnabas,  of  St.  Nicholas,  a 
religious  quellor,  of  the  order  of 
the  barefooted  Auguftines.  A  great 
multitude  of  people  vifitcd  the  con- 
vent where  his  body  was  expoied 
for  four  days.  A  number  of  mira-. 
cles  are  laid  to  have  been  performed 
by  him  both  before  and  after  his 
death; 

Aged  128,  John  Jacob,  the  cele- 
brated patriarch  of  Mount  Jura, 
who  came  to  pay  his  compliments 
to  the  national  aficmbly  laft  year. 
.  Aged  104,  at  Cropton  near  Pic- 
kering, Mrs.  Mary  Jackfon. 

At  Lean  Cadwallader,  in  the 
115th  year  of  liis  age,  the  cele- 
brated Hugh  Llewellyn,  well  known 
in  the  neighbouring  counties  for 
his  mufical  fkill,  particularly  on  the 
Wel(h-harp,  which  he  played  until 
within  a  fortnight  of  his  death. 

FEBRUARY. 

The  two  annual  premium'? 
ef  25  /.  e;i.ch,  bequeathed  by 
the  late  Dr.  Smith,  of  Cambridge, 
to  the  two  junior  bachelors  of  arts, 
who  fiiall  appear  to  be  the  bell  pro- 
ficients in  mathematics  and  na- 
tural philofophy,  were,  on  Friday 
tlv  29th,  adjudged  to  Mr.  Bridge, 
of  Peterhoufe  College,  and  Mr. 
Wrangham,  of  Trinity-Hall. 
,  ,  The   printer  of  The   Times 

•^  '    was  brought  up  from  Newgate 


to  the  king's  bench  to  receive  judg- 
ment for  two  libels  of  which  he  had 
been  convidled.  He  was  fentenced 
for  the  firll,  which  was  on  the  prince 
of  Wales  and  the  duke  of  York 
(charging  their  royal  highneffes 
with  having  lb  demeaned  them- 
felves  as  to  incur  the  juft  difappro- 
tion  of  his  majefty)  to  pay  a  fine  of 
100/.  and  be  imprifoned  in  New- 
gate one  year  after  the  expiration 
of  his  prefent  confinement; — and 
for  the  fecond,  which  was  on  the 
duke  of  Clarence,  he  was  fined 
100/. 

The  \ihc\  againft  the  duke  of 
Clarence  affertcd  that  his  royal 
highnefs  returned  f  cm  his  flation 
without  authority  fiom  the  admi- 
ralty or  the  commanding  ofiicer. 

His  royal  highnefs  the  prince  j,  , 
of  Wales  had  a  uate  levee,  for 
the  firlt  time,  at  his  yalace  of  Carl- 
ton-houfe. 

Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  who      ^  , 
has  honc'.'.:;'.hly  filled  for  22 
years  the  chair  of  the  royal  acade- 
my, formally  notified  to  the  council 
his  relignatioa  a=;  prefident. 

A  man  of  thi  name  of  Edward 
Derick,  who  either  is,  or  afFedts  to 
be,  a.  maniack,  went  to  St.  James's 
this  evening,  and  defired  the  mar- 
Ihalmen  to  introduce  him  to  his 
majelty  ;  he  was  of  courfe  informed 
that  his  requeft  could  not  be  com- 
plied with.  He  then  faid,  that  he 
had  letters  of  the  utmoll  import- 
ance for  the  queen,  and  .v.-rv/?  be  ad- 
mitted. The  marlhalmen  Itoppec! 
him;  and  his  behaviour  in  confe- 
quence  was  fo  riotous,  that  they 
were  under  the  neceihty  of  taking 
him  into  cuflody.  He  fays  he  was 
born  at  Caldecot  in  Cheihire,  and 
that  he  llept  on  Tueiday  near  Rum- 
ford  in  Efi'ex.  He  is  aboui  1^  years 
[.V  2]  of 
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cf  age,  very  mean  in  his  appearance, 
and  dikoarfes  in  die  iVile  of  a 
quake r.  He  was  committed  to 
Tothill-fields  Bridewell. 

Lately  a  cafe  was  argued  and  de- 
termined in  the  court  of  king's 
bench,  of  fome  importance  to  the 
mercantile  world.  The  cjueiHon 
was,  "  Whether  a  payment  made 
in  bank  notes  can  legally  be  deemed 
a  payment  made  in  mcney?"  The 
court  faid,  that  the  judges  had  not 
yet  gone  to  the  extent  of  deciding 
that  thtf  tender  of  a  debt  in  bank 
notes  was  a  good  tender,  unlefs  the 
parly  accepted  them  as  cafn.  A 
payment,  however,  made  in  bank 
notes  might  certainly  be  deemed  a 
paymer.t  made  in  money,  and  might 
be  fo  llyled  in  a  deed  or  other  in- 
ftrument  by  which  any  fum  is  ftated 
to  be  given  or  paid.  Bank  notes 
were  unqueilionably  called  money, 
and  fo  confidered  by  the  world. 

A  young  woman,  of  the  name  of 
Finch,  took  t!;e  fatal  refolution  of 
putting  an  end  to  her  prefent  ex- 
ilicnce,  by  Avallowing  a  quantity 
ef  arfenic.  What  renders  ti'.is  moil 
remarkable  is,  fhe  prevailed  upon 
the  fervant  maid  of  Mr.  Huddy,  a 
paflry'-cook,  to  accompany  her  in 
the  fatal  refolution.  They  took  to 
the  amount  of  two  car.ces  between 
them ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
Mifs  Grace  Finch  ilruggled  with 
tlie  drug  in  violent  convulfions 
about  three  hours,  and  then  ex- 
pired. The  maid  fervant  conti- 
«ued  in  a  moil:  miferable  llate  till 
the  next  morning,  when  fnc  expired 
alfo. 

The  celebrated  Phirndor  played 
three  games  at  chefs  hlindfilded, 
with  three  different  perfons  at  once : 
two  with  Dr.  Relet,  and  Capt. 
^nuui,  he  giii;  ed;   and  the  thud 


with    count    Bruhl    was    a    drawn 
game. 

Died,  at  Sutton,  near  Bingham, 
in  the  103d  year  of  her  age,  Han- 
nah Jenk,  a  widov/  of  that  village, 
who  remained  her  faculties  in  the 
moil  perfect  manner  till  a  very  fhort 
time  previous  to  her  death. 

At  Edinburgh,  aged  upwards  of 
80,  the  celebrated  William  CuUen, 
M.D.  tirft  phyfician  to  his  mijefty 
for  Scotland. — Notwithilanding  the 
number  of  years  he  read  leisures 
there,  he  has  not  left  property 
enough  to  fupport  his  daughters. 
His  miftaken  notions  of  farming 
contributed  not  a  little  to  reduce 
his  income. 

At  Iflington,  aged  68,  Jolm  ^^, 
Hyacinth  de  Magelhaens,  ^ 
F.R.S.  member  of  many  foreign 
academies,  formerly  an  AuguiHne 
monk  at  Lifbon,  and  great  grandfon 
of  the  celebrated  navigator,  Ferdi- 
nando  M.  who  gave  his  name  to 
the  ftraight  difcovered  by  him  in 
i;ig.  He  was  alfo  related  to  the 
jefuit  M.  who  travelled  over  China 
from  1640  to  1648,  till  he  uas  car- 
ried to  the  court  at  Pekin,  where 
he  refided  29  years,  and  died  in 
1677.  He  was  a  ftudious,  inge- 
nious, and  learned  man,  particu- 
larly diflinguifhed  among  the  lite- 
rati in  this  and  other  enlight- 
ened countries  for  his  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  moft  branches  of 
natural  philofophy,  and  no  lefs  in- 
genious in  his  experiments  therein^ 
particularly  in  mechanics. 

At  his  houfe  in  Hereford,         ^, 
,  c  1        lOth. 

at  the  age  of  105    years,  the 

Rev.  William  Davies,  who  took  »'.3 

degree  of  M.A.  at  Chrill;  Church, 

Oxford,  in  17 15.     He  retained  his 

faculties    in    a     great    degree    till 

within  a  fevY  years  cf  his  death.  ■ 
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A  bill  of  indi<ftment  was 
found  by  the  grand  jury  againft 
John  Frith,  for  high  trealbn,  in 
compaffing  the  life  of  the  king,  by 
throwing  a  llone  againfl  his  coaCh, 
as  he  went  to  the  parliament  houfe. 
,  The  following  conviifis  re- 
'  ceived  fentenco  of  death  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  viz.  James  Eaft,  Wil- 
liam Wilibn,  James  Betts,  Samuel 
Dring,  Jofeph  Phiilips,  Thomas 
Alexander,  and  Henry  Jones,  alias 
Denton.  Three  were  lentenccd  to 
be  tranfported  for  14  years,  21  for 
feven  years,  feven  fined  and  impri- 
foned,  feven  publickly  whipped, 
and  24.  difcharged  by  proclama- 
tion. 

^  J         This  sftemoon  another  ma- 
^  '    niac  went  to  St.  James's,  where 
he  feized  the  colours  belonging  to 
the   firft    regiment,   who   were    on 
guard,    which  were  placed  in   the 
court  yard   as  ufual.      The  fentry 
who  guard ->d  the   colours  not  ob- 
ferving  him,  he  made  his  efcape  to 
the  whalebone,  where  he  was  feized 
by    another    fentry,   who    fccurcd 
him  till  he  got  other  alTiilance  ;  the 
maniac  immediately  threw  down  tiie 
ftandard,  when  he  was  taken  into 
cuftody  by  two  cf  the  marlhalme'n, 
who    conveyed   him  in  a  hacknjy 
coach    to    the   public    ofiice,    Bo'v 
Street,  where  he  underwent  an  exa- 
mination Defore  iir  SampfonWriglit. 
On   fir  Sampson's  alking   him    his 
reafon  for  taking  away  the  colours, 
he  faid  he  was  a  native  of  the  I  lie 
of  Man;  that  his  name  was  Tho- 
mas Cannon ;  that  he  went   ye!l:er- 
day  morning  to  Kenfington  Palace 
in  expeftation  cf  feeing  his  majefty 
pafs  to  Windfor,  afid  on  his  return 
lie  had  completed  his  poisit.^^'.Mch 


he  had  in  view  for  fomc  time  back, 
by  throwing  down  the  royal  ilar.d- 
ard  of  England.  His  reafon,  he 
faiJ,  he  would  not  give,  unkfs  he 
was  introduced  to  the  liing,  the 
prince  of  Wales,  and  Mr.  Pitt.  He 
was  committed  to  Covent  Garden 
watch-houfe. 

The  difagreeable  intelligence  , 
was  received  of  the  lofs  ot  the  ^ 
company's  fhip  Vanfitta.-^,  in  the 
Ilreio-hts  of  Billoton,  in  November 
laft.  No  lives  were  left  cirlier  a- 
mong  the  officers  or  fhip's  company; 
the  affillance  they  received  from 
two  country  fliips  enabled  them  to 
fave  great  part  of  the  filver  on 
boajd,  and  fome  other  part  of  the 
cargo. 

The  two  gold  medals,  value  fif- 
teen guineas  each,  giv-en  annually 
by  his  grace  the  duke  of  Grafton, 
chancellor  of  the  univerfity  of  Cam- 
bridge, for  the  encouragement  of 
clafiical  learning,  are  this  year  ad- 
judged to  Mr.  Francis  Wrangham, 
B.A.  of  Trinity  Hall,  and  Mr.  John 
Tweddell,  B.A.  of  Trimty  Col- 
lege. 

Somer/et  Houfe. — The  eilimates,  as 
delivered  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
are  as  fcllcw  :  E::pended  334.,703  /.; 
to  be  expended,  33,500/. 

A  grant  to  earl  Stanhope,  for 
I'.is  new-invented  method  of  con- 
diidting  veflels  without  fails  againil 
v.-ind,  waves,  current,  and  tide,  his 
p:ifl"<'d  the  great  feal. 

On  Sunday  the  1.4th  inftant,  four 
men  were  feen  on  the  other  fide 
Staines,  walking  towards  that  town. 
Tney  had  tlic  appearance  of  fo- 
reigners, were  dreiVed  as  fuiiors,  and 
one  rather  better  than  die  ie!\.  In 
the  evening  of  the  fr.me  day,  tht-y 
went  to  the  Ihop  of  a  barber  at 
Staines,  and  were  Ihavcd,  aiid  t!ie 
man  who  was  "bcil  drclTed  paid  for 
[A' 3]  the 
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the  reft.  He  had  a  large  bag  of 
money ;  but  whether  of  gold  or 
filver,  is  not  known.  From  this 
fhcp  they  went  to  the  White  Lion, 
flipped,  and  llept ;  and  at  four  on 
Sunday  morning  rofe,  had  each  a 
glafs  of  brandy,  for  which  the  beil- 
dreffed  man  ftill  paid  for  his  com- 
panions, and  having  drunk  it,  they 
all  fet  out  together  on  the  road  to 
London. 

On  Monday  morning,  as  a  man 
was  driving  his  cows  in  a  field  near 
Be!font-lane,   about   thirteen  miles 
from   London,  he  difcovered  in  a 
ditch  a  number  of  brambles  with  a 
quantity  of  new-raifed  earth  thrown 
over  them,  which  curiofity  led  "him 
to  examine,  when,  to  his  furprize, 
he  difcovered  the  dead  body  of  a 
man,  mangled  in  a  moil  inhuman 
manner,   the  throat   cut,   the  fkull 
f.aftured,  one  arm  broke,  and  one 
hand  almoft  cut  in  pieces.     At  this 
time  the  duke  of  Cumberland  being 
out  with  his  hounds,  the  dogs  took 
the  fcent,  and  traced  the  biocd  from 
the  road  to  the  fpot  where  the  body 
was    found,    which   by   his    royal 
highnefs's    order    was    removed    to 
the   Black   Dog  at   Belfont,  where 
the   coroner's    inquell     was    after- 
wards fummonedto  fit;  and  at  which 
place  the  barber  by  whom  the  four 
men  were  ftaved,  and  the  people  at 
the  White  Lion,  where   they  llept, 
were  fummoned  to  appear,  and  all 
agree    that  the  deceafed  is   one  of 
thofe   four  m&n,  and  the  identical 
perfon  who    paid  for  all   the   reft. 
Thefe  particulars  were  communicat- 
ed to  fir  Sampfon  Wright  by  his  roy- 
al highne'"s  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
Avho  has  taken  uncommon  pains  to 
bring  the  murderers  to  juftice. 

On   Friday  night   the    19th  they 
were  found  on  board  a  Portuguefe 


vefi'el,  where,  after  fome  refiftancCi 
they  were  hand-cufted,  and  commit- 
ted to  different  prifons  till  the  20th, 
when,  at  the  defire  of  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  they  were  examined 
at  the  public  ofiice  in  Bow  Street^ 
where  the  ofiicer  who  took  them 
gave  a  particular  account  of  the  ar- 
ticles found  at  their  lodgings,  con- 
fifting,  among  other  things,  of  A 
relick  which  the*  deceafed  ufed  to 
wear  about  his  neck,  and  a  coat. 

The  firft  evidence  called  was  Fre- 
derico  Solaro,  a  Genoele.     He  de- 
pofed,  that  the  name  of  the  deceafed 
was  Jofeph,  but  cculd  not   tell  his 
other  name  ;  that  he,  tliis  deponent, 
Antonio  Murina,  a  Venetian;  Ja- 
chin-?harao,  a  Genoefe ;  and    Ste- 
phan   Apologie,   a    Ruflian ;    came 
home    in  the  fliip   Crown    Prince, 
captain  Nicondia,  from  the  ifland 
of  Sardinia ;  that  they  all  left   the 
ftiip    at    the    fame    time   at  Portf- 
mouth ;  that  they  received  their  pay 
before    they   fet   off    for   London. 
He  walked  with  them  about  three 
m.iles    farther  '  than    Gofport,    and 
wanting  to  get  to  London  as  foon 
as    he  could,  he  turned  back  and 
came    by    the    coach.       He    heard 
nothing   more   of  them    till   Wed- 
nefday  laft,  when,  hearing  of  the 
murder,   he    had    fome  ftrong    fuf- 
picion    of  the    prifoners ;    and  ac- 
cordingly came  to    this  office,  and 
gave  what   defcription  of  them  he 
could  ;  that,  on  fir  Sampfon  Wright 
fending  him  to  Staines  to  examine 
the  deceafed,  he  knew  him.     The 
officers    then    produced    the    relick 
mounted  with  filver,  and  the  other 
articles   they   had   taken  from    the 
prifoners.     He   had   feen   them  on 
board  of  the  ftiip,  and  likewife  faw 
the  deceafed  with  the  relick.     He 
certainly   would  have  parted  with 

his 
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liis  life  rather  than  the  relick.  The 
prifoners  were  examined  apart,  and 
al]  denied  committing  the  murder. 

They  were  committed  to  diiier- 
ent  gaols,  in  order  for  re-examina- 
tion. 

A  very  curious  difcovery  has 
lately  taken  place  at  Blackwall, 
near  the  river  Thames,  where  Mr. 
Perry,  the  fliip-builder,  had  appro- 
priated about  ieven  acres  of  land 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  wet 
dock.  In  digging  the  ground,  re- 
gular ftrata  of  land,  clay,  &c.  have 
been  found,  proper  for  making 
bricks ;  and.  i  z  feet  below  the  fur- 
nace, hazle-ttees,  v/ith  the  nuts  upon 
them. 

Died,  in  the  ifl"e  of  Sky,  Mrs. 
Flora  Macdonald,  famed  in  the 
annals  of  the  late  pretender. 

In  the  19th  year  of  his  age  Gto. 
Haftings,  efq.  only  fon  of  Mr.  Haf- 
tings  of,  Folkftone,  to  whom  the 
title  of  earl  of  Huntingdon  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  lately  devolved. 

At  Ipfwich,  in  his  iooth  year, 
Alexander  Dean,  efq. 

In  her  108th  year,  and  in  full 
pofieilion  of  all  her  faculties,  Mrs. 
■Bridget  Scaver,  late  of  Treay, 
county  of  Armagh. 


APRIL. 

h  A  duf  1  was  lately  fought  in 

'*  Luttrelilowii  between  Mr.  Cor- 
ran,  M.P.  and  major  Hobart,  fe- 
cretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  oc- 
cafioned  by  fome  words  fpoken  in 
parliament.  The  meeting  was  at 
the  Hermitage,  one  of  lord  Car- 
hampton's  feats ;  Mr.  Coi  ran  was 
attended  by  Mr.  Egan  ;  major  Ho- 
bart by  lord  Carhampton.  Being 
put  to  their  ground,  and  agreed  to 
fire  as  they  chofe,  Mr,  Corran  fired 


flrft,  without  effed;  vvhereypon  ma- 
jor Hobart  faid,  "  He  hoped  Mr. 
Corran  was  fatisfied."  Mr.  Egaii 
than  called  out  to  major  Hobart 
that  he  had  not  fired,  as  did  M*". 
Corran.  The  major,  advancing  a 
Hep  or  two  towards  Mr.  Corran, 
repeated  what  he  had  faid  before. 
Mr.  Corran  replied,  "  I  am  forry, 
fir,  you  have  taken  this  ad- 
vantage; but  you  have  made  it 
impoflible  for  me  not  to  be  fatif- 
fied." 

On  the  14th  inft.  advice  v/as  re- 
ceived at  Edinburgh,  f.om  William 
Pulteney,  efq.  who  has  inilltuted  a 
profeflbrihip  for  agriculture  in  the 
univerfity  there,  thitt  he  had  fixed 
upon  Dr.  Andrew  Coventry  to  fill 
that  office. 

Ledure^  are  to  be  delivered  an- 
nually.— The  fubjeds  are,  refpei^- 
ing  the  nature  of  foils  and  manures, 
the  courtruflion  of  implements  cf 
hufbr.adry,  the  bcft  and  moll  fuc- 
cefsful  known  practices,  the  man- 
ner of  inllituting  experiments  to 
afcertain  the  eifed  of  a  prailice  in 
any  given  foil  or  climate,  and  the 
beft  manner  of  introducing  or  train- 
ing fkilful  labourers  and  country 
artificers,  \\  here  theie  may  be  want- 
ing. 

The  patronage  of  this  inftitutlon, 
after  the  deceafe  of  the  founder,  is 
veiled  jointly  in,  i.  The  judges  of 
the  courts  of  fellion  and  exchequer  ; 
2.  The  magiftnites  and  town  coun- 
cil of  Edinburgli.  3.  The  univer- 
fity of  Edinbnrcrh.  One  delegate 
from  each  of  thefe  bodies  is  to  meet 
in  a  hall  in  the  univerfity  ;  and  .1 
majority  determine  the  eledion,  in 
cafe  of  a  vacancy. 

A  duel  was  fought  at  Muflelbo- 

rough  Links,  near  Edinburgh,   on 

the  14th  inll.   between  fir  George 

Ramlay,  and  captain  Macrae ;  the 
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eircumftances  flated  are  precifely  as 
follows : 

A  ferv-ant  of  fir  George,  keeping 
a  chair  aX  the  door  of.  the  Edin- 
burgh theatre,  was  ordered  by  capt. 
Macrae  to  remove  it ;  on  his  ob- 
jefting,  fomc  words  enfned,  and  the 
fracas  concluded  in  captain  Macrae's 
chalHiing  the  fervant  very  feverely. 
Meeting  the  next  day  with  fir 
George  Ramiay,  he  infifted  on  his 
di  miffing  the  man  from  his  fervice. 
This  was  rcfufed,  on  tlie  ground, 
that  wiiatever  was  the  mifconciudl 
of  the  fervant,  he  had  already  re- 
ceived a  fuilicicnt  punifliment. 

A  challenge  was  the  immediate 
confequence  of  this  refufal.  The 
parties  me:  on MulTelborough Links ; 
fir  George  Ramfay  accompanied  by 
fir  William  Maxwell  of  Moncrief ; 
and  capt.  Macrae  by  Mr.  Hay. 
The  former  fired  firft,  but  without 
efFetft.  Capt.  Macrae  returned  the 
fire,  and  lodc-ed  his  ball  fo  near  the 
heart  of  his  antagomft,  that  every 
art  to  extradt  it  was  fruitlefs.  Sir 
George  languilhed  in  much  agony 
until  Friday  morning,  when  he  ex- 
pired. 

The  deceafed  was  a  gentleman  of 
the  moll:  amiable  character  and  dif- 
pofition,  and  had  but  lately  married 
a  beautiful  young  lady,  the  filler  of 
lord  Saltoun. 

_  ,  The  lord  chancellor  com- 

^"^  '  mitted  the  rev.  Mr.  Stevens 
to  the  fieet  prifon,  for  carrying  a 
young  lady  of  the  name  of  Jefferies 
to  Gretna-Green,  where  he  was 
married  to  her,  fhe  being  a  ward 
of  the  court  of  chancery.  The  mo- 
tlier,  aunt,  and  other  relations  and 
friends  of  the  lady,  ail  bore  honour- 
able tcilimony,  %y  their  affidavitr, 
to  the  character  of  Mr.  Stevens,  and 
dcpofed  that  they  approved  of  the 
marriage,  alLhough  it  was  ccntra(fl- 


ed  without  their  privity.  The  Ior4 
chancellor  faid,  there  could  be  nq 
excufe  for  a  clergyman  of  the  eflab- 
lifhed  church  carrying  award  oi  th& 
court  to  Scotland,  and  there  being 
married  by  a  blackfmith.  The  pro- 
tection of  the  wards  of  that  court 
was  of  great  importance.  His  lord- 
ihlp,  however,  paid  due  attention  to 
the  aflidavits,  whjch  he  faid  might 
become  a  fubjedt  of  future  confide- 
ration. 

Sfephano  Apologi,  Antonio  , 
Marini,  and  Jacintha  Farari,  ^9-  ' 
for  the  murder  of  th^rir  companion 
near  Belfont;  and  Thomas  Hewet 
Matters,  for  the  murder  of  his  mif- 
trefs's  daughter,  Mary  Lovcden, 
near  Whitechapel,  were  executed 
before  the  debtor's  door  ^t  New- 
gate, purfuant  to  their  fentence. 
The  three  forn^ier  having  received 
the  Sacrament  according  to  the  ce- 
remonies of  the  Romiib  church, 
about  fix  o'clock  they  made  a  full 
confeilion  of  .the  horrid  deed.  An- 
tonio Mariili  (who  profefied  him- 
felf  to  be  the  fon  of  one  of  the  Ve- 
netian rioblefle,  and  fpoke  Latin, 
Spanifh,  French,  and  Italisn  very 
elegantly  and  fluently)  declared  to 
the  prieil:  who  attended  them,  that 
they  had  all  agreed  to  kill  their 
comrade  as  he  llept  in  his  bed  two 
nights  before  the  murder  was  com- 
mitted; but  that  he,.  Marini,  was 
fo  fhocked  at  the  idea  of  it  on  re- 
fieftion,  that  he  detenrrined  to  a- 
bandon  it,  and  from  that  time  never 
failed  to  pray  fome  hoars  each  day, 
that  the  deity  would  ftrengthen  Jiini 
in  this  refoluiion.  That  at  tag  time 
the  murder  was  perpetrated,  he  was 
walking  more  than  a  hundred  yards 
before  them,  when  he  heard  the  de- 
ceafed cry  aloud,  "  Antonio — OJi 
Antonio  !"  That  he  ran  back  and 
found  hiKi  lifelefs,  with  one  arm 
broken. 
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broken,  and  his  flcull  fractured,  which 
Jie  learnt  was  done  by  Apologi  in 
knocking  him  down;  ^nd  that  his 
throat  was  cut  in  two  places  by 
Parari  with  a  knife  which  he  had 
borrowed  of  him  that  morning. 
That  he  was  in  great  horror  at  the 
fight  of  fuch  afpe£tacle!  bnt  alTiiled 
in  burying  the  body,  for  fear  of  a 
difcovery,  and  that  he  fliould  be 
deemed  an  acccflarv  in  the  murder. 
• — : — Apoiogi  and  Farari  acknow- 
ledged all  he  thus  faid  was  ibic^ly 
irue.  On  afcending  the  fcafFold, 
Apologi  and  Farari  difcovered  great 
perturbation  of  mind,  and  wept  a- 
bundantly.  -Ivlarini  deported  him- 
felf  with  more  fortitude,  and  yet 
with  becoming  decency.  Thomas 
Jiewet  Mafters  likc'cife  fhewed  a 
becoming  contrition.  After  a  few 
minutes  fpcnt  in  devotion  with  their 
refpeclive  min'fters,  tfie  drop  fell, 
when  they  expiated  (it  is  hoped) 
iheir  offences,  in  the  prefenc-  of  an 
incredible  number  of  fpedators. 
After  hanging  the  ufual  time,  their 
bodies  were  cut  down,  and  fent  to 
furgeons'  hall  for  dilleftion. 

At  Warwick  aihzts  a  perfbn  was 
indicted  for  Real  in  g  a  horfe.  It 
was  proved,  that  he  hired  the  horfe 
at  Lorydon,  to  go  a  {];ort  journey  ; 
lh:\t  he  rode  him  to  Birmingham, 
and  there  fold  him,  and  converted 
the  money  to  his  ov,ti  ufe.  Theie 
circumitances  were  ful^mitted  to 
the  confideration  of  the  jury;  who 
brought  in  their  verdi»^c,  "  guiky 
of  felling  the  horfe."  The  judge 
told  them,  he  knew  no  law  that 
made  the  felling  a  horfe  a  capital 
crime ;  and  referred  back  to  the 
charge  in  the  indidlment.  They 
then  laid  their  head^  together  agi in, 
and,  after  mature  confideration, 
brought  in  their  fenal  verdict,  "  not 
guilty." 


Mr.  Erikine  on  the  part  oF  ,  . 
fir  James  Marriot,  judge  of  ^ 
the  nigh  court  of  admiralty,  movei 
the  court  of  kind's  b^nch  for  a  cri- 
minal information  againit  David 
Parry,  efq;  governor  of  the  iflaui 
of  Ijarbadoes,  for  an  infult  offeraj 
to  lir  James  in  his  charadcr  as  a 
judge.  A  caufe  had  been  tried  ia 
the  court  of  admiralty,  ia  which  the 
governor  was  concerned,  and,  ia 
giving  judgment  in  that  caule,  fir 
Jam.es  made  feveral  obfervations  oa 
the  conduce  of  the  governor,  whicli 
the  governor  refented,  and  called 
upon  fir  James  hi  the  chara:'.er  of 
a  gentleman.  The  rule  was  grajited. 

But  oi;  the  8th  of  May,  the  go- 
vernor, by  his  counfel,  fignified  nis 
deiire  of  apologizing  to  fir  James 
ibr  his  warmth.  The  apology  was 
accepted  ;  the  rule  difcharged. 

Died,  i6th,  at  tlie  houfe  of  a 
relation  near  Paris,  in  the  diocefe  of 
Bayonne,  M.  Bourgslais,  author  of 
fome  very  curious  remarks  on  rae- 
taphyficai  and  hiilorical  chronology. 
He  wao  born  a  c-ipple,  and  foent 
his  life  in  ftudy.  The  various  fyf- 
tems  of  ucred  chronology  he  treated 
upon  with  great  ability.  He  was 
v/cll  verfedin  mod  of  the  European 
languages.  With  all  his  abilities, 
however,  he  exiiled  in  the  Ihade  of 
poverty. 

At  Philadelphia,  aged  84  _  , 
vears  and  3  months,  Benjamin  ' 
Franklin,  efq.  LL.D.  and  F.R.S. 
He  was  born  in  1706,  and  brought 
up  in  the  profellion  of  a  printer;  ia 
which  capacity  he  worked  fome 
vears  as  a  journeyman  with  the 
iate  Mr.  Watts. 

His  love  of  fcience  can  be  traced 
from  an  early  period.  A  letter  of 
bis  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  dated  June 
2,  1725,  is  printed  in  vol.  L.  p.  459, 
*f  t  e  Gi-^ntleman's  M  igazine. 
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He  appeared  here  in  the  line  of  his 
bufinels;  but  had  procured  letters 
to,  and  was  well  received  by,  Mar- 
tia  Folkes,  ei'q.  afterwards  Prefi- 
dent  of  the  Royal  Society,  and, 
tnrough  hun,  was  known  to  Dr. 
Clarke.  In  1735,  Mr.  Franklin 
Jiad  a  fevere  pleurify,  which  ternii- 
Tiated  in  an  abfcefs  on  the  left  lobe 
"of  his  lungs,  and  he  was  then  al- 
rnoil  fuffecated  with  the  quantity 
and  fuudennefs  of  the  difcharge. 
A  fecoftd  attack  of  a  fimilar  nature 
"happened  fome  years  after  this, 
from  which  he  foon  recovered^  and 
'did  not  appear  to  fuffer  any  incon- 
venience in  his  refpiration  from 
ihefe  difeafes. 

In  1 75  9,  he  publifhed"  AnHifto- 
Vical  Review  of  the  Government  of 
T'enfylvania;"  and  in  1760,  ''The 
interefts  of  Great  Britain  confider- 
"ed,  with  regard  to  her  colonies." 
'In  177^  he  altradled  the  public  no- 
\ice  bv  a  letter  on  the  duel  between 
Mr.  Whateiey  and  Mr.  Temple. — 
•On  the  29th  of  January,  1774,  he 
was  heard  before  the  privy  council, 
on  a  petition  he  had  long  before 
■^ircfciited,  as  agent  for  Maflkchyret? 
^av,  agaiaft  their  governor,  Mr. 
'Hutchinfon  ;  when  the  petition  was 
abruptly  difmiffed,  and  Mr.  Frank- 
'lin  temoved  from  the  office  of  de- 
puty poftmafter-ger.eral  for  the  Cc- 
ioni'es.  Previous  to  this  period,  it 
is  a  teflimony  to  truth,  and  bare 
jufti'ce  to  his  memory,  to  obferve, 
that  he  ufed  his  uar.oft  endeavours 
'to  prevent  a  breach  between  Great 
"Britain  and  America;  and  it  is 
"perhaps  to  be  lamented  that  his 
counfels  were  difregarded.  He 
from  this  time  entertained  fo  ardent 
a  refeintment,  that  neitlier  politenefs 
'ror  moderation  could  reilrain  the 
mod  pointed  and  bitter  farcafms 
agninft  the  conduft  of  England  in 
"rtrrxcd  ccrrtpanics.     In  the  fummer 


of  1775,  '^^  returned  to  Philadel-. 
phia,  and  was  immediately  elefted 
one  of  their  delegates  to  t;.e  Con- 
tinental Congivi's.  In  December 
that  year,  being  now  near  70  years 
of  age,  he  arrived  at  Paris,  aiid  foon 
after  took  the  houie  wiiich  Lord 
Stormoi't  had  occapi'.d. 

In  February,  1777,  ^^  ''"'^'^  ^^^ 
regular  appointmenL  of  plenipoten-. 
tiary  from  the  Congiefs  to  the 
French  court;  but  obtained  leave 
ofdifmiffion  in  1780.  His  pafiport 
to  Capt.  Cook  bears  date  March 
loth,  1779.  In  1783  he  cauicd  a 
medal  to  be  ftruck  to  commemorate 
the  independence  of  America.  July 
24-th,  1785,  he  embarked  at  Havre, 
aiid  on  the  fame  day  landed  at 
Southampton;  whence,  after  a  flight 
refrcihinent,  he  failed  for  Co^es, 
v»'here  a  veflel  was  ready  to  convey 
him  to  Philadelphia,  He  was  re- 
reived  there,  Sept.  ijth,  with  Tini- 
verfal  acclamation.  The  memories 
of  the  aged  are  not  fuppofed  to  be 
retentive.  Franklin  was  an  excep- 
f\on  to  this  rule;  he  acquired 
French  after  feventy;  he  fpoke  flu- 
ently, and.  even  fcientifically,  in  that 
language.  'In  his  French  e-.:ubafly 
])v.  Franklin  became  the  ton,  the 
falhionable  topic  of  modifli  conver- 
fation ;  the  ladies  had  hats  a-/a- 
-Franklin;  and  crov,ds  of  belles  and 
beaux  often  fluttered  after  him  in 
the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries. 

The  ftone,  with  which  D r.  -Frank- 
lin had  been  afliifted  for  fevefal 
years,  had  for  the  laft  12  months 
confined  him  chiefly  to  his  bed;  and 
during  the  extreme  painful  parox- 
yfms  he  was  obliged  to  take  lauda* 
num,  to  mitigate  his  tortures ;  ftill, 
in. the  intervals  of  pain,  he  not  only 
amufed  himfelf  with  reading,  and 
•converfing  chearfuliy  with  his  fami- 
ly, and  a  few  friends  who  vifited 
him,    bBt  was   often  employed  in 

doing 
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doing  bufinefs  of  a  public  as  well  as 
private  nature;  and  in  every  in- 
ftance  diplayed,  not  only  a  readi- 
nefs  and  difpofition  of  doing  good, 
but  the  fulleft  and  cleared  pofiellion 
of  his  mental  abilities.  About  fix- 
teen  days  before  his  death,  he  was 
fcized  with  a  feverifli  indifpofition, 
without  any  particular  fymptoms 
attending  it  till  the  third  or  fourth 
day,  when  he  complained  of  a  pain 
in  his  left  breaft,  which  increafed 
until  it  became  extremely  acute, 
with  a  cough,  and  laborious  breath- 
ing. In  this  frame  of  body  and 
mind  he  continued  till  five  days  be- 
fore his  death,  when  his  pain  and 
difficulty  of  breathing  entirely  left 
him,  and  his  family  were  flattering 
themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  his 
recovery ;  but  an  impoflhumation, 
which  had  formed  itfelf  in  his  lungs, 
fuddenly  burft,  and  difcharged  a 
great  quantity  of  matter,  which  he 
continued  to  throw  up  while  he  had 
fufiicient  ftrength  to  do  it,  but  as 
that  failed,  the  organs  of  refpira- 
tion  becam.e  gradually  opprefled,  a 
calm  lethargic  ftate  fucceeded,  and 
on  the  17th  of  April,  about  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  he  quietly  clofed  a 
long  and  ufeful  life.  He  has  left 
i/Tue  one  fon,  Governor  William 
Franklin,  who  was  a  zealous  and 
aftive  loyalift  during  the  late 
revolution,  and  ivow  refides  in 
London  J  and  a  daughter  married 
to  Mr.  Richard  Bache,  a  merchant 
in  Philadelphia.  To  the  two  latter 
he  has  bequeathed  the  chief  part  of 
his  ellate,  during  their  refpedlive 
lives,  and  afterwards  to  be  divided 
equally  among  their  children.  To  his 
grandion,William Temple  Franklin, 
fcfq.  he  leaves  a  grant  of  fome  lands 
in  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  the  greatcft 
part  of  his  library^  and  all  his  papers. 


befides  fomething  additional  in  cafe 
of  his  marriage.  He  has  alfo  made 
various  bequefts  and  donations  tp 
cities,  public  bodies,  and  individu- 
als; and  has  requefted  that  the  fol- 
lowing epitaph,  which  he  compofed 
for  himfelf  fome  years  ago,  may  bq 
infcribcd  on  his  tombftone  : 

"  The  body  of 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Pri'iter^ 

(like  the  cover  of  an  old  book, 

its  contents  torn  out, 

and  ftript  of  its  lettering  and  gilding) 

lies  here  food  for  worms : 

yet  the  work  itfelf  ihall  not  be  loft, 

but    will    (as  he  believed)   appear 

once  more  in  a  new 

and  more  beautiful  edition, 

correiTied  and  amended 

by 
THE  AUTHOR." 
Philadelphia  never  difplayed  a 
fccnc  of  greater  prandeur  than  was 
exhibited  at  hi^  funeral.  His  re- 
mains were  interred  on  the  21ft; 
and  the  concourle  of  people  afTcm- 
bled  on  the  occafion  was  immenfe. 
The  body  was  attended  to  the  grave 
by  thirty  clergymen,  and  men  of  all 
ranks  and  profcllions,  arranged  in 
the  greateft  order.  All  the  bells  in 
the  city  were  tolled  muffled,  and 
there  wa?  a  difchargc  of  artillery. 
Nothing  was  omitted  that  could 
ihew  the  refpeft  and  veneration  of 
his  fellow-citizens  foffo  exalted  a 
charatfter.  The  Congrefs  have  or- 
dered a  general  mourning  for  one 
month  throughoutthe  United  States; 
and  the  national  affembly  of  France 
have  alfo  decreed  a  general  mourn- 
ing of  three  days. 

Tho  principl-s  and  qualities  of 
elecftricity  were  fcarcely  knovvn^  in 
ilie  laft  age.  The  eleftric  fluid 
waj  barely  mentioned  at  the  end  of 
Newton's  Optics.     It  was  referved 

for 
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for  Franklin  to  inveiligate  its  pro- 
perties ;  and  of  that  branch  of  fcience 
he  may  be  confiiered  as  the  father. 
Theory  was  advanced  to  pradice  and 
utility  by  the  invention  of  the  con- 
duftor.  Nor  were  his  obfervations 
confined  to  this  fcience.  There 
were  few  fubjeds  of  common  utility 
upon  which  he  did  not  comment, 
none  were  touched  by  him  which 
he  did  not  itnprove  and  illuftrate ; 
of  this,  his  Advice  to  Servants— to 
Tradefmen — to  Settlers  in  America 
— on  the  Cure  of  Smoky  Chimnies 
— Rules  for  Clubs  and  forConverfa- 
tion — Maxims  to  convert  a  great 
into  a  fmall  Empire,  written  with 
the  cauftic  Ipirit  of  Swift,  are  abund- 
ant proofs. 


M  A  Y. 

jj^  The  Marfnal  cf  the  King's 
Bench  Prifon  having  com- 
plained to  the  court  of  certain  ir- 
regularities, which  he  had  not  pow- 
er to  reprefs,  that  court,  in  order 
to  prevent  thefe  irregularities,  has 
made  the  following  orders : 

Firjl — That  no  prifoner,  after  the 
firil  day  of  next  Trinity  term,  fhall 
have  any  rule  for  being  abfent  from 
his  confinement,  for  a  longer  fpace 
than  three  days  during  each  term. 

Secondly'-^T\v7iX.  the  New  Prifon 
fhall  be  within  the  rules  cf  the 
King's  Bench. 

Thirdly— 'T\\2X  the  rules  fl-iall  be 
circumfcribed  according  to  the  li- 
mits mentioned  in  the  order;  and 
particularly,  that  every  public  houfe 
locally  fituated  within  the  rules, 
fhall  be  confidered  as  without  the 
rules  ;  fo  that  every  prifoner  \v  ho  is 
feen  it  any  public  houfe  within  the 
rules,  will  render  the  marflial  liable 
to  an  aclion   for  an  efcape.— The 


1790. 

Dog  and  Duck,  the  Circus,  and  'Civc 
other  places  of  public  entertainment 
in  that  neighbourhood,  will  in  con- 
fequence  be  -ivithout  the  rules. 

George  Franklin,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  marines,  received  judgment  of 
the  court  of  king's  bench,  for  fend- 
ing a  challenge  to  his  fuperior  offi- 
cer.— He  was  fentenced  to  a  twelve- 
month's imprifonment  in  the  king's 
bench  prifon,  and  to  find  fecurity 
for  keeping  the  peace  for  two  years, 
himielf  in  lool.  and  two  fecurities 
in  50I.  each. 

J  ames  Chapman  was  brought  , 
from  Newgate  to  the  court  of  ^  ' 
King's  Bench,  to  receive  judgment 
for  the  confpiracy  in  carrying-oiF 
the  countefs  of  Strathmore.  He 
was  fentenced  to  be  imprifoned  in 
Newgate  for  the  term  of  two  years, 
and  du.ing  that  time  to  (land  once 
in  the  pillory  at  Charing-crofs. 

The  recorder  made  his  re-  , 
port  to  the  king  in  council  of  ^  ' 
the  prifoners  under  fentence  of 
death  in  Newgate,  convided  at  the 
iafl  feiT:ons,  when  the  following  were 
ordered  for  execution  on,  the  19th, 
viz.  Thom.as  Parker  and  Sophia 
Girton,  for  coining  and  counterfeit- 
ing the  filver  coin  of  this  realm  call- 
ed a  Ihilling  ;  Edward  Humphreys, 
for  robbing  James  Cumberland 
Bentley,  in  the  Strand,  of  a  cam- 
brick  handkerchief;  and  Guinard 
Villoni,  for  ftealing,  in  the  houfe  of 
James  Daubigny,  anirotr  cheft  con- 
taining about  2000 1.  in  cafh  and 
notes, — The  three  fcien  were  exe- 
cuted accordingly ;  but  the  woman 
has  been  refpited. 

Frith  was  this  morning  ^ 
tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  ^'^• 
high  treafon,  in  throwing  a  ftone  at 
the  king,  when  in  his  coach,  going 
to  the  parliament  houfe.' — The  jury 
acquitted  him,  being   fatisfied,  by 

the 


C  H  R  O  N  I  C  L  E. 


[205 


the  proof  produced,  that  he  is  a 
lunatic.  He  was  tried  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner ;  and  the  attorney 
and  foUcitor  general  behaved  on  the 
occafion  with  becoming  humanity. 

Great  riots  happened  about  this 
time  in  leveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  in  confequence  of  the  elec- 
tion of  members  to  the  new  parlia- 
ment. Colonel  Mafley  being  re- 
turned for  the  county  of  Limerick, 
the  mob  inftantly  attacked  him  and 
his  friends,  and  it  was  with  difficul- 
ty they  efcaped  with  their  lives. 
They  afterwards  razed  to  the 
ground  the  houfes  of  many  gen- 
ihe  men  who  voted  for  him  ;  among 
others,  the  beautiful  feat  of  fir  D. 
Burgh,  although  lady  Burgh,  on 
her  knees,  prayed  them  to  fpare  it. 

Mr.  Power,  fon  to  Richard  Pow- 
er, efq.  one  of  the  candidates  for 
the  county  of  Waterford,  in  confe- 
quence of  an  eleftion  difpHte  with 
captain  Grumbleton  of  the  13th 
regiment  of  dragoons,  went  out  with 
that  gentleman  on  th'!  4th  inllant, 
and  was  ihot  dead  Oii  the  field. 

We  learn  from  New  York,  that 
in  the  reprefentative  houfe  of  the 
united  ftates,  the  report  of  the  fc- 
cretary  of  the  treafury  was  read  in 
full  afiembly ;  when  it  appeared  that 
the  whole  debt  of  the  ftates  a- 
mounted,  with  the  intereft  due 
thereon,  to  25,750,000!.  fterling; 
the  annual  intereft  to  1,320,075  1. 
which  will  be  provided  for  by  the 
propofed  new  duties  on  fpirits, 
v.'ines,  tea,  coffee,  &:c.  The  report 
recommended  an  inland  exc-fe, 
which  it  was  judged  would  fully 
cftablifti  the  national  credit. 

Di£i>,  at  Epfom,  after  a  Oiort 
illncfs,  aged  64,  the  Rev.  Martin  , 
Madan,    M.  A.   autJior   of  "  The-  •, 
lyphthora,"  of  a  late  literal  tranila-  - 
tiou  of  Juvenal  and  Peffius,  and  of 
icvcral  other  publications. 


At  his  apartments  in  the  Briti/h 
Mufeum,  the  Rev,  Charles  Godfrey 
Woide,  D.D.  F.R.  and  A.SS.  rea- 
der and  chaplain  at  the  Dutch  cha- 
pel in  the  Savoy,  and  one  of  the  al- 
fillant  librarians  of  the  Britilh  Mu- 
feum; wiio  publillied,  in  1779,  ^ 
grammar  and  lexicon  of  the  Egyp- 
tian language,  both  in  quarto,  and 
in  1786  the  famous  Alexandrian 
New  I'eftament,  in  folio. 

At  Norwich,  in  his  64th  year. 
Ph.  Lloyd,  D.D.  25  years  dean  of 
that  cathedral. 

At  Trinity  college,  Oxford, 
aged  62,  the  Rev.  Thomas  ^^^• 
V/arton,  B.  D.  fcnior  fellow  of 
that  college,  Camden's  reader  of 
antient  hiftory,  poet  laureat  (in 
which  he  fucceeded  the  late  Mr. 
Whitehead  in  1785),  and  formerly 
profeHbr  of  poetry  in  that  univer- 
fity.  His  fecial  qualities  had  long 
endeared  him  to  the  members  of  his 
own  fociety,  among  wliom  he  con- 
ftantly  refi'ded.  The  brilliancy  of 
his  wit,  the  folidity  of  his  judgment, 
and  tJie  affability  of  his  temper, 
give  to  all  who  had  the  happinefs 
of  his  acquaintance  the  moft  poig- 
nant regret  for  his  irreparable  lofs. 
His  literary  productions  have  ren- 
dered him  pecuHarly  eminent  as 
an  annotator,  a  biographer,  an  an- 
tiquary, and  a  poet;  and  he  may  be 
defervedly  confidcred  as  the  orna- 
ment, not  only  of  the  univerfity, 
but  of  the  literary  world  at  large. 
Such,  indeed,  was  the  vigour  of  his 
mind,  the  claflical  purity  of  his 
tafte,  the  extent  and  the  variety  of  hii 
learning,  that  his  memory  will  be 
for  ever  revered  as  a  profound 
fcholar,  and  a  man  of  true  genius, 
•Learning  muft  deplora  him  as  one 
of  her  beft  and  moft  valuable  or- 
naments. The  fame  which  his 
"  Hitlory  of  Englilli  Poetry"  has' 
obtained  will  remain  an  immortal 
ornament 
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ornament  of  his  induflry,  the  cor- 
rednefs  of  his  judgment,  and  the 
penetration  of  his  underftanding ; 
and  whoever  reads  the  odes  which 
loyalty  didated  at  two  periods  of 
the  year,  will  llied  a  tear  when  he 
finds  that  the  benevolence  and  phi- 
lanthropy of  the  monarch  are  no 
longer  to  receive  their  merited  pa- 
negyricks  from  the  pen  of  a  lover  of 
the  mufes,  who  (corned  to  flatter,  and 
who  detelted  mercenary  adulation. 

Anthony  Warton,  vicar  of  Go- 
dalming,  Surrey, from  1682  to  1715, 
and  buried  in  the  chancel  there, 
with  a  monument,  was  fon  ot  An- 
thony, vicar  of  Breamore,  Hants, 
(younger  brother  of  the  family  of 
Michael  W.  efq.  of  Beverley,  but 
originally  of  Warton-hall,  in  the 
countv  of  Lancafter)  and  was  ad- 
mitred  of  Trinity  college,  Oxford, 
afcerwards  became  gentieman-com- 
moner  of  Magdalen  college,  where 
he  took  the  degree  of  LL.B.  1673. 
He  was  the  father  of  Thomas  War- 
ton,  B.D.  fellow  of  Magdalen  col- 
lege, Oxford,  and  afterwards  pro- 
lefibr-of  poetry  in  that  univerfity, 
and  vicar  of  Bafingftoke,  Hants,  and 
of  Gobham,  Surrey,  who,  by  Eiiza- 
beth,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Jofeph 
Richardfon,  re.fi.or  of  Dunsfold,  had 
two  fons,  John,  the  prefent  able  and 
ivcrciiy  mailer  of  Wmchefter  (chcoi, 
and  I'homas,  the  fubject  of  tftis  ar- 
ticle, and  one  daughter,  Jane. 
Thomas  proceeded  M.  A.  1750; 
B.D.  1767;  was  eledled  poetry 
profeflbr  on  the  death  of  Hawkins, 
1756,  which  he  refigned  before 
1771,  when  he  was  elected  F.A.S. 
and  Camdenian  profeflbr,  1 785,  on 
the  refigr.ation  of  Dr.  Scott.  1ft 
1768  he  was  prefented  to  the  vica- 
rage of  Shalheld,  Wilts;  and,  1782, 
to  the  dohative  of  Hill  Farrance, 
fiomerfet. 


The  profeflbr's  writings  are, 
"  A  Companion  to  the  Guide) 
and  a  Guide  to  the  Companion; 
being  a  complete  fupplement  to  all 
the  accounts  of  Oxford  hitherto 
publilhed,   1760. 

"  The  Triumph  of  Ifis,  1753,'* 
in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Mafon's  "  Ifu,  an 
Elegy,  1748." 

"  The  Life  and  Literary  Re- 
mains of  RalphBathurir,  M.  D.  dean 
of  Wells,  and  prefident  of  Frinitjr 
college,  Oxford,  1761,"  8vo. 

"  The  life  of  fir  Tho.aias  Pope; 
founder  of  Trinity  college,  Oxford, 
1772,"  8vo. 

"  A  Defcrlption  of  the  city,  col- 
lege, and  catiiedral  of  Wincheiler,'* 
without  date  or  name. 

"  Newmarket,  a  Satire,"  1751- 
4to. 

In  Dodfiey's  collection  we  have 
by  him,  vol.  IV.  p.  253,  "  The 
Frogrefs  of  Difcontent;"  VT.  258, 
•'  A  Panegyrick  on  Ale;"  ibid. 
"  The  Plea'fures  of  Melancholy." 

His  other  poetical  effufions  were 
all  coUedted  together  in  a  fmall  oc- 
tavo volume,  1777.  To  thefe 
fhould  now  be  added  the  odes  writ- 
ten in  the  years  1785,  6,  7,  and  8, 
fince  his  appointment  to  the  place 
of  poet  laureat,  1785.  Thefe  were 
only  the  lighter  produdions  of  Mr. 
Warton's  genius.  Jn  I754»  he 
publi!h:cd  "  Obfervations  on  the 
Faerie  Qucene  of  Spenfer,"  which, 
after  he  was  eletfted  profeflbr  of 
poetry  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford, 
he  corrected  and  enlarged,  in  2  vols. 
i2mo.  1760.  He  communicated  ma- 
ny excellent  notes  to  the  hjariorum 
edition  of  Shak'jfpeare,  I786.  But 
his  chief  d'usii^jre  was,  "  The  Hif- 
tory  of  Engliih  Poetfy,  from  the 
ciofe  of  the  eleventh  to  the  com- 
jneiicemen:  of  the  eighteenth  cen- " 
fcury.  To  which  are  prefixed,  Two 
Difl'ertations/ 
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Differtations,  on  the  Origin  of  Ro 
mantic  Fiftion  in    Europe,  ari  on 
the  Jptioduiftioa  of  Learnir^   into 
Englai.d.  ' 

Mr.  W.  engaged,  as  might  natu- 
rally be  expedted,  in  the  Rowleian 
controverfy  ;  -and  his  "  Enquiry  into 
the  Authenticity  of  the  Poems  attri- 
buted to  Thomas  Rowley,  1782," 
carries  convidlion  with  every  unprCr 
judiced  mind. 

His  lall  publication  was,  "  Poems 
on  feveral  Occafions,  Englith,  La- 
tin, and  Italian,  with  Tranilations, 
by  John  Milton;  with  notes  criti- 
cal and  explanatory,  and  other  il- 
luilrat'rons,  1785,"  8vo. 

Mr.  Warton's  «  lliftory  of  Kid- 
dington  Pariili,"  to  the  redory  of 
which  he  was  prefented  in  1771,  by 
the  earl  of  Litchfi^lJ,  printed  for 
private  ufe,  1781,  and  afterwards 
made  public,  is  an  admirable  fpeci- 
men  of  parochial  hi'.lory,  and  of  his 
general  idea  of  fuch  hillory,  which 
lerves  but  to  make  us  regret  that 
he  had  not  opportunity  to  execute 
aiore  of  fuch  a  plan. 

In  the  afternoon  of  May  zjth, 
ills  remains  were  interred  in  the 
ante-chapcl  of  Trinity  college,  near 
thofe  of  Dr.  Huddesford,  their  late 
prefident,  with  the  highell  acade- 
mical honours.  The  vice  chancel- 
lor, the  heads  of  houfes,  the  profef- 
fors,  and  the  proftors,  had  prcvi- 
oully  requefted  permifiion  of  the 
prefident  and  fellows,  to  auen4  the 
funeral. 

In  digging  Mr.  Warton's  grave, 
at  the  depth  of  about  fix  feet,  were 
found  fome  few  remains  of  a  bodv, 
which  appeared  to  have  been  inter- 
red with  his  boots  and  other  appa- 
rel, though  they  had  been  evidently 
inclofed  in  a  coffin.  A  girdle- 
buckle,  about  the  bigneis  of  a 
trown-piece,  was  alfo  dug  np;  an4 


tliere  were  found  about  the  middla. 
of  the  body  fome  fine  filver  thready 
which  might  probably  have  belong- 
ed to  the  fringe  of  the  girdle ;  but 
no  conjectures  can  b^  formed  e;ther 
as  to  the  date  or  pcrlonagc. 


JUNE. 

Yerterday  the  fefiions  at  the  « 
Old  Eaiky  ended,  when  the  * 
following  convjds  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  Thomas  HopkinS;^ 
Richard  Turner,  Elizabeth  Afl:er, 
Henry  White,  William  Read,  an4 
William  jenkiufon ;  two  were  fen- 
tenced  to  be  tranlported  for  four- 
teen years;  thirty-.eight  for  fevei^ 
years;  five  were  fined,  and  to  be 
imprifoned  in  Newgate;  one  ir, 
\yood-ftreet  Compter;  four  in 
Cicrkenwell  liridevvell ;  ten  to  bs 
publickly  whipped ;  a,nd  thirtees^ 
v/ere  difcharged  by  prcclamation. 

This  beinff  the  kind's  birth       , 

.  .  At  1 

day,  when  his  majefty  entered  ^  '  " 
the  53d  year  of  his  age,  there  wa^ 
a  very  numerous  and  brilliant drawr 
ing-room  at  St.  James's  palace. 

A  duel  was  lately  fought  atBridr 
lington,  bet\veen  Mr.  Macduff,  cap-r 
tain's  clerk  of  the  Racehone  fiqop 
cf  war,  and  Mr^  Prince,  mi4lhip- 
man,  in  which  the  latter  was  killed^ 

This    day    the   parliament        , 
was   difTolved    by   pr^clama-         ° 
Xign. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  , 
two  lafl  and  of  the  prefent  '^  ' 
months,  the  ftreets  of  the  metropo- 
lis were  infefted  by  a  villain  of  a 
Ipccies  that  has  hitherto  been  non- 
defcript.  It  was  his  praflice  to  fol- 
low fome  wcll-drelTcd  lady,  whom 
he  fjund  un;iccompanied  by  a  man; 
and  fometimes  after  ufing  grofs  lan- 
guage, fometimcs  without  laying  a 
I  Vord^ 
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word,  to  give  her  a  cut  with  ;i  Hiarp 
inlbuinent  he  held  concealed  in  his. 
hand,  either  throui^h  her  ftays  or 
through  her  petticoats  behind. — Se- 
veral ladies  were  attacked  by  him  in 
tills  manner,  and  feveral  woundedj 
and  the  wretch  had  always  the  addrefs 
to  efcape  undete<51:ed.  At  length, 
on  the  13th  inft.  in  the  afternoon, 
as  Mifs  Porter  was  walking  in  the 
park,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Col- 
inan,  rtT,e  favv  a  man  whom  flie  in- 
formed Mr,  Colman  was  the  per- 
fon  who  had  aflaulted  her  in  the 
manner  fo  often  mentioned  in  the 
news-papers. 

Mr.  Colman  immediately  fol- 
lowed him,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to 
find  out  his  place  of  abode  ;  and  in- 
filled upon  his  going  to  Mifs  Por- 
ter's houfe,  where  all  the  Mifs  Por- 
ters declared  they  perfedly  well 
recolleiTled  him  to  be  the  perfon 
who  had  aflaulted  them.  He  was 
confined  in  St.  James's  watck-houfs 
that  night,  and  yefterday  was 
brought  up  to  the  public  office  in 
Bow-ftreet. 

The  four  Mifs  Porters,  Mifs  Ann 
Froft,  and  th^  two  Mifs  Vaughans, 
fwore  pofitively  to  the  prifoner 
having  aiTaulted  thein  on  two  dif- 
ferent days,  namely,  the  lord  may- 
or's day,  and  the  queen's  birth- 
day. 

The  prifoner's  name  is  Renwick 
Williams;  he  was.  originally  edu- 
cated for  a  dancing-inafler,  but  has 
for  fome  time  followed  tiic  bufincfs 
of  artificial  fiower-makiBg  ;  he  was 
committed  to  New  Prifon,  Clerk.' 
enwell,  for  further  examination. 
[See  his  trial  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  Chronicle.] 

,  The   high  bailiff,  conRa- 

^'^         bles,    &c.    of   Weftmiuiter, 

proceeded  to  the  huftings  before  the 

portico  of  St.  Paul's,  Covent  Gar- 

6 


den,  for  the  purpofc  of  commencing- 
the  eledion  of  members  to  ferve  in 
the  enfuing  parliament ;  when  the 
right  hon.  lord  Hood,  and  the  right 
hon.  Charles  James  Fox,  foon  ap- 
peared, with  a  numerous  r<?tinue, 
and  u'cre  nominated  as  candidates ; 
the  former,  by  captain  Berkeley  ; 
the  latter,  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. 
And  prefently,  totally  unexpected, 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  itcod  up,  and  af- 
ter a  fhovt  fpeech,  nominated  him- 
felf  as  a  candidate  for  their  chqice; 
to  give,  he  faid,  the  eleftors  of 
WellminRer  an  opportunity  to  aflert 
their  independence,  and  not  to  be 
bartered  away  by  minifterial  inr 
ii'-ience,  or  the  man  of  tranfcendant 
abilities;  pledging  himfelf,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  pay  all  honourable 
expences  attea'^ing  the  eledion. 

Both  the  candidates  embraced  the 
opportunity  of  vindicating  their 
cha rafters  from  any  finiiler  vicwsi 
and  protefting  to  lland  each  on  hi« 
own  particular  merit. 

Being  feverally  heard,  about 
twelve  at  noon  the  poll  commenced, 
and  was  not  finally  clofcd  till  the 
2d  of  July;  wken  the  numbers 
were. 

For  Mr.  Fox         -        3516 

For  Lord  Hood      -       3217 

For  Mr.  Home  Tooke  1697 

The   poll    being    declared,    Mx. 

Fox,  in  a  fliort  fpeech,  retiirned  his 

thanks  to  the  eledcrs  for  their  fup- 

port. 

Capt.  Hood  next  addrefled  the 
eleftors ;  and,  for  his  father,  lord 
Hood,  exprefled  a  ilrong  fenfe  of 
gratitude  for  the  return  of  his  lord- 
fhip  to  reprcfent  them  in  parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  Home  Tooke  alfo  attrafted 
the  attention  of  the  populace  by  a 
very  patriotic  harangue,  in  which 
he  complimented  thofe..  worthy  in- 
dependent 
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(Icpencier.t  ele£lors,  who  had  gcTie- 
roufly  fupported  his  caufe,  the  caufe 
of  the  people,  which  he  (hould  ever 
maintain  uhilit  he  had  a  fhiliing 
left. 

J       The   heat   of    the   weather 

22d.  -  r      1  • 

was  more  intenle  than  is  com- 
monly felt  in  the  Welt  Jndies.  in 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer  the  mer- 
cury rofe  to  80*^,  and  was  fuccee  Jed 
in  many  places  by  llorms  of  thun- 
der and  lightning  that  were  very 
deftrudlive,  particularly  in  its  courfe 
to  the  fouth-wellvvard.  At  Yeovil 
a  man  was  torn  to  pieces  by  the 
lightning.  At  Upway,  in  Dorfet- 
fhire,  a  dairy-houfe  was  burned 
down.  And  at  Wincanton,  Frome, 
and  Bradford,  the  ftorm  was  very 
alarming. 

A    duel   was   fought   be- 


25th. 


tween   capt.  Harvey    Afton 


and  lieut.  Fitzgerald  of  the  60th 
regiment  of  foot.  The  caufe  of  the 
dilute  happened  at  Ranelagh,  but 
fo  long  before  the  challenge,  that 
it  was  imagined  all  idea  of  hoftility 
had  ceafed.  A  field  belonging  to 
Chalk-lodge  farm,  near  Hampftead, 
was  the  chofen  fpot,  and  break  of 
day  the  time  appointed.  Lord 
Charles  Fitzroy  was  fecond  to  capt. 
Afton ;  and  Mr.  Wood  was  Tecond 
to  lieut.  Fitzgerald.  Ten  yards 
was  the  ground  meafured;  and  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  had  the  firll  fire.  He 
refted  his  piftol  on  his  left  arm,  and 
took  aim  accordingly.  The  ball 
took  a  direftion  {0  as  to  gJ.ince  on 
Mr.  Alton's  wrift,  and  palTtd  from 
thence  under  his  right  cheek-bone, 
and  through  the  neck.  On  receiv-. 
ing  this  wound,  capt.  Afton  called 
to  his  antagonirt,  "  Are  you  fatif- 
fied  ?"  the  anfwer  returned  was, 
"  I  am  fatisfied."  Mr.  Afton  then 
retired  from  the  ground,  and  was 
aflifted  to  his  carriage.  Happily 
Vol.  XXXII. 


the  wound  is  not  likely  to  prove 
mortal. 

Died,  at  Kingiwood  near  Bath, 
aged  loi,  Mary  Rofe. 

At  Fintiy  Mill,  Edinburgh,  aged 
1 13,  John  Buchanan.  He  retained 
all  hib  faculties. 

At  Dundee,  aged  107,  James 
Peters,  a  travelling  packman. 


JULY. 

In  confequence  of  a  dilpute  ^  , 
which  liapponed  during  the  ^  * 
election  at  Guildford,  Mr.  John 
Alcock  (nephew  to  fir  Jofeph  Maw- 
bey)  called  upon  Mr.  Sewell;  and 
they  met,  at  feven  o'clock  this 
morning,  in  a  field  behind  Kilburn 
Wells ;  the  former  attended  by 
capt.  Burnell,  and  the  latter  by  capt. 
Newgell.  As  focn  as  they  had 
taken  their  ground,  they  both  fired 
together,  without  efted.  Mr.  Sew- 
ell's  fecond  piftol  went  oft"  acci- 
dentally, and  the  ball  lodged  in  his 
own  foot.  Mr.  Alcock  then  fired, 
and  his  ball  pafied  through  the  fkirt 
of  Mr.  SewciTs  coat. — The  feconds 
interpofcd,  and  the  affair  termi- 
nated to  mutual  fatisfaftion. 

A  young  wiiale,  of  the  Greenland 
fpecies,  was  found  this  evening 
among  the  rocks  near  Liverpool. 
It  meafured  18  feet  6  inches  in 
length,  and  i  o  feet  4.  inches  in  cir- 
cumference in  the  largeft  part.  It 
had  been  left  on  fhore  by  the  tide, 
and  was  nearly  dead  when  di (co- 
vered. 

fith  ^^^  commencement  dav  o.t 
Cambridge.  On  the  preced- 
ing evening  his  royal  higlmefs  the 
duke  of  Gloucefter  arrived  at  Tri- 
nity Lodge  ;  and  the  ne.xt  morning 
was  waited  upon  by  the  vice  chan- 
cellor, noblemen,  heids  of  houfL^s 

[0]  doftojs> 
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doftors,  profeflbrs,  &c.  in  their  re- 
fpeclive  robes,  who  conduced  him 
to  the  fenate-houfe,  where  his  roy.il 
highnefs  prince  William  Frederick, 
being  introduced  by  Mr.  Manfel, 
the  public  orator,  was  admitted  to 
the  degree  ot  mafter  of  arts. 

The  company  aflemblcd  upon  the 
occaiion  was  exceedingly  numerous : 
among  others  prefent  were  Mr. 
Pitt,  the  marquis  of  Huntley,  earl 
of  Eullon,  earl  of  Hardwicke,  lord 
George  Thynne,  billiop  of  Ely, 
mafter  of  the  rolls,  &c. 

The  jundion  of  the  Birmingham 
and  Coventry  canals  being  com- 
pleated,  boats  are  preparing  to  pafs 
twice  a  week  between  London  and 
Birmingham.  The  eftabliihment  of 
water-carriage  between  places  that 
have  fuch  an  extenfive  trade,  mull 
greatly  affill  the  commercial  interells 
of  the  kingdom. 

In  a  peat-bog  at  Donnadea,  near 
the  feat  of  fir  Fitzgerald  Aylmer, 
bart.  was  lately  discovered  the  fc- 
pulchre  of  fome  Irifh  chieftain,  at 
the  depth  of  feventeen  feet  below 
■the  furfice  of  the  ground.— In  it 
they  found  a  coffin,  lo  feet  4  inches 
in  length,  containing  a  ikeleton 
S  feet  2^  in  length,  with  a  fpear 
7  feet  long  by  the  fide  of  it ;  but 
the  handle  mouldered  away,  when 
expofed  to  the  air,  and  touched. 
There  were  befides  in  the  coffin 
two  fmall  urns  of  brafs,  on  which 
were  engraven  the  figures  of  the 
fun  and  moon,  of  exquifite  work- 
mandiip,  though  very  antique.  This 
fepulchre  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
built,  and  the  coffin  depofited  in  it, 
before  the  introdudion  of  Chriftia- 
nity  into  Ireland. 

Two  dueis  have  lately  been 
fought  near  Dublin;  one  between 
two  lieutenants  of  the  56th  regi- 
ment of  foot;  and  the  other  between 


loth. 


a  gentleman  of  Rathfarnham  an^ 
his  attorney.  No  life  was  loll  in 
either ;  but  one  of  the  parties 
in  each  rencontre  was  feverely 
wounded. 

This  day  the  feffions  at  the 
Old  Bailey  ended,  when  one 
capital  convid,  vi/.  John  Dyer,  for 
forgery,  received  fcntencc  of  death. 
At  this  feffion,  John  Siymack  was 
indidlcd,  upon  the  profccution  of 
his  own  father,  for  felony. — Adam 
Stymack,  the  father,  laid,  his  fon 
had  often  robbed  him,  and  he  felt 
himfclf  under  the  painful  ncceffity 
of  bringing  him  before  the  court, 
to  five  him,  if  he  could,  from  the 
gallows. 

At  this  feffion  was  tried  alfo  Ro- 
bert faques,  for  a  mifdemeanor,  in 
having  entered  into  a  confpiracy, 
with  one  Stanley  and  others,  a- 
gainfl  the  warden  of  the  Fleet  pri- 
fon,  by  having  the  faid  Stanley  ar- 
reted for  a  iiftitious  debt  of  800  /. 
and  afterwards  affiiling  him  to  make 
his  efcape.  He  was  convicted  on 
the  cleareft  evidence;  and  the  crime 
appeared  fo  heinous,  that  the  judge 
pronounced  fentence  upon  him  with 
peculiar  energy  :  "  Robert  Jaques, 
you  have  been  convicted  of  the 
blackelt  crime  that  ever  came  be- 
fore a  court  of  jidlice  under  the 
denomination  of  a  mifdemeanor,  &c. 
&c. :  therefore  the  fentence  of  the 
court  is,  That  you  be  imprifoned  in 
his  majefty's  gaol  of  Newgate  for 
three  years,  and  that,  during  that 
time,  you  do  ftand  in  and  on  the 
pillory  for  one  hour,  between  twelve 
and  three  in  the  day-time,  at  the 
Royal  Exchange." 

This  evening,  two  young  , 

gentlemen,  having  engaged 
a  boat  at  Vauxhall  to  take  them  to 
London  Bridge;    about   twelve  at 
night,  when  they  entered  the  boat, 

thev 
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they  found  another  man  in  it  be- 
fides  the  waterman,  who,  pretend- 
ing only  to  want  to  crofs  the  water, 
was  permitted  to  remain  :  but,  after 
a  (hort  time,  he,  with  the  afliftance 
of  the  waterman,  dragged  the  young 
gentlemen  alhore,  and  robbed  them 
of  their  watches  and  money. 

J  The  eleftion  of  a  common 
ferjeant  came  on ;  and  Mr. 
Sylvefter  being  the  only  candidate, 
after  fom.e  converfation  concerning 
the  duties  of  his  ofRce,  was  unani- 
moufly  chofen  during  pleafure.  But 
this  being  thought  inconfillent  with 
the  nature  of  his  office,  part  of 
which  is  to  aft  as  a  judge  in  the 
firll  criminal  court  in  the  kingdom, 
it  was  refcinded  next  court-day. 

The  following  cafes  were  lately 
decided  in  the  court  of  king's- 
bench. 

Cafe  I.  Brown  againii  Allen. — 
This  action  was  brought  to  recover 
a  large  fum  for  the  board,  lodging, 
and  maintenance  of  the  defendant's 
wife. 

On  the  part  of  the  phintilF  it 
was  proved,  that  the  defendant's 
wife  had  lodged  and  boarded  three 
years  in  the  houfe  of  the  plaintiff, 
during  which  time  he  had  provided 
her  with  money  to  buy  clothes ; 
that  fhe  came  to  his  houfe,  as  he 
underllood,  in  confequecce  of  the  ill 
treatment  ihe  had  received  from  her 
hufband,  v.ho  had  forcibly  turned 
her  out  of  doors. 

The  counfel  for  the  defendant 
gave  a  quite  different  account. 
This  cafe,  he  faid,  was  marked  with 
the  greateit  enormity  that  ever  dif- 
graced  a  court;  that  the  defendant's 
wife,  without  any  caufe,  eloped 
from  his  houfe,  and  deferted  her 
three  infant  children,  and  ever  Ance 
ived  in  adultery,  and  had  even  at 
imes  gone  by  tlic  plalnuiPs  name. 


\i  caufes  like  this  were  fuccefsful, 
the  condition  of  a  hufband  would 
be  miferable  indeed ;  for  every  in- 
continent wife,  after  deferting  her 
hufband,  would  call  upon  him  to 
defray  the  expences  of  a  life  of  in- 
famy and  prolHtution.  The  plain- 
tiff' was  non-fuited.  The  judge  faid, 
the  law  was  clear  on  this  fubjeft. 
If  a  man  turned  his  wife  out  of 
doors,  whoever  received  her  into 
his  houfe  might  bring  an  aftion, 
and  recover  the  fum  expended  for 
her  neceffary  maintenance ;  but  if 
fhe  elopes,  he  is  not  liable  to  any 
debts  fhe  may  contrad. 

Cafe  2.  An  indidment  preferred 
by  the  relations  of  the  late  earl 
Cowper  againfl  Edward  Topham, 
efq.  proprietor  of  "  The  World,'* 
for  a  libel,  which  appeared  in  that 
paper  on  the  17th  of  February  lall, 
againll  the  late  earl  Cowpar. 

Mr.  Erfkine,  on  the  part  of  the 
profccution,  admitted  that  the  de- 
fendant was  only  refponfible  in  his 
relative  fituation  as  proprietor  of  the 
paper;  in  which  charadler,  how- 
ever, he  mull  be  anfuerable  for 
every  thing  inferted  in  it,  even 
though  it  was  without  his  know- 
ledge ;  and,  he  faid,  this  libel  was 
the  more  unjulHfiable,  as  it  flander- 
ed  the  charadler  of  a  perfon  de- 
ceafed,  and  therefore  incapable  of 
protedling  his  own  reputation- 
Mr.  Topham's  property  in  the 
paper  was  proved  beyond  a  doubt; 
and  the  charge  fuppofed  to  be  li- 
bellous was  contained  under  the 
title  of  "  Memoirs  of  Earl  Cow- 
per;" in  which  it  was  faid,  that, 
while  at  Venice,  and  in  Italy,  he 
led  a  ver}-  diiTipsted  life. 

Mr.  Mingay,  counfel  for  the  de- 
fendant,   obferved,    that,    however 
honourable  the  motives  might  be  of 
the  relations  of  caxi  Cowper,  who 
[0  2J  preferred 
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preferred  the  indidlment,  yet  he 
thought  there  ought  to  be  fome 
meafure  to  their  vengeance.  They 
had  firlt  profecuted  the  printer,  who 
had  let  judgment  go  by  default; 
the  author  was  then  olfered  to  them, 
and  yet  they  were  not  fatisfied  ; 
but  the  defendant,  though  totally 
ignorant  of  the  bufmefs,  mull  be 
drajiged  forward  to  be  made  a  fa- 
crifice  at  the  immaculate  tomb  of 
carl  Cowper.  The  jury,  after  fome 
confideration,  found  the  defendant 
guilty. 

The  counfel  for  the  defendant 
took  two  exceptions :  i.  That  the 
charge  could  not  be  a  libel,  becaufe 
it  defamed  ro  one  perfon  lifiHg. 
2.  That  the  defendant,  as  proprie- 
tor, could  not  be  anfwerable,  unlefs 
it  was  proved  that  he  knew  of  the 
infertion. 

Died,  at  his  houfe  in  Argyle- 
Street,  after  two  hours  illnefs,  ma- 
jor-general William  Roy,  deputy 
quarter- mailer-general,  colonel  of 
the  30th  regiment  of  foot,  furveyor- 
Ji;eneral  of  the  coafls,  F.R.  and 
A.  SS,  He  was  tranfafting  bufmefs 
at  the  war-office  till  eight  o'clock 
the  preceding  evening.  While  co- 
lonel of  artillery,  he  and  his  engi- 
neers, under  colonel  Watfon,  in  the 
winter  of  1746,  made  an  adlual 
furvey  of  Scotland,  which  goes  un- 
der the  name  of  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland's Map,  on  a  very  large 
fcale,  moll  accurately  pointing  out 
every  the  fmallell  fpot,  with  the 
Roman  camps,  &c.  the  original  of 
which  is  in  the  ordnance-office.  He 
reduced  it,  and  engraved  a  few  for 
prefents,  under  the  title  of  "Mappa 
Britannia;  Septentrionalis  facies  Ro- 
mana  fecundum  fidem  monirtnento- 
Tum  perveterum  depidla  ex  Ricardo 
Corinenfi,  monacho  Wellmonallerii, 
tmendata,  &  recehtioribuj  geome- 


tricis  atque  aftronomicis  obfervs- 
tionibus  accommodata.  J.  Chee- 
vcrs,  fc."  a  fmgle  flieet,  18  inches 
by  23]  ;  drawn  by  colonels  Vv^atfon 
and  Roy,  and  called  the  King's 
Map.  It  has  many  camps,  a  good- 
number  of  Roman  names,  a  few 
modern  ones  of  towns,  and  all  the 
rivers  and  hills  properly  laid  down. 
His  experiments  to  obtain  a  rule 
for  mcafuring  heights  with  baro- 
meters may  be  feen  in  the  "  Philo- 
fophical  Tranfaftinns,"  vol.  Ixvii,  7 
his  curious  account  of  the  meafure- 
ment  of  a  bafe  on  Hounfiow  Heath, 
in  vol.  Ixxv.  for  which  he  was  com- 
plimented with  the  Copley  medal; 
his  account  of  the  mode  propofed  to 
be  followed  in  determining  the  re- 
lative fituations  of  the  royal  obfer- 
vatories  of  Greenwich  and  Paris, 
in  vol.  Ixxviii.  By  command  of  his 
majelly,  he  had  lately  undertaken, 
and  had  jull  completed,  a  moll  cu- 
rious, accurate,  and  elaborate  fet  of 
trigonometrical  experiments  and  ob- 
fervations  to  determine  the  true  and 
exadl  latitude  and  longitude  of  the 
two  royal  obfervatories  of  Green- 
wich and  Paris ;  an  account  of 
which,  illuftrated  by  tables  com.- 
puted  from  aftual  meafurements  (to 
take  which,  his  majefty  had  furnifh- 
ed  him  with  fome  very  expenfive 
trigonometrical  inllruments),  he  had 
drawn  up  and  prefented  to  the  royal 
fociety,  and  was  fuperintending  the 
printing  of  it  in  their  "  Tranfac- 
tions"  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

At  Edinburgh,  Adam  Smith,  efq. 
LL.D.  and  F.R.S.  of  London  and 
Edinburgh,  one  of  the  commiffion- 
ers  of  the  cufloms  in  Scotland,  and 
formerly  profefTor  of  moral  philo- 
fophy  in  the  univerlity  of  Glafgow, 
which  he  gave  up  to  travel  with  the 
prefent  dr'ce  of  Buccleugh.  In 
1759  he  publilhed  ■"  The  Theory 
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of  Moral  Sentiments,"  8vo ;  and 
in  1776,  "  The  Wealth  of  Nations," 
2  vols.  4to. 

J,n  Newgate,  the  Rev. Mr. Withers, 
confined  there  ever  fince  November 
laft,  for  a  libel  on  Mrs.  Fitzher- 
bert. 


AUGUST. 

An  uncommonly  dreadful  and 
<ieftrui5live  Itorm  has  fiillen,  on  the 
30th  of  July,  at  Monymuck,  the 
feat  of  fir  Archibald  Grant,  and  its 
neighbourhood.  About  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning  the  fky  was  overcaft, 
and  a  thick,  dark  cloud  fettled  to 
the  eafl: ward.  Some  flafhes  of  light- 
ning foon  appeared,  which  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  dreadful  clap  of  thun- 
der, that  feemed  to  buril  jufl  over- 
head, and  then  to  roll  along  for 
fome  minutes  in  a  direction  from 
rorth  to  fouth.  This  affrighting 
clap  was  fucceeded  by  feveral  o- 
thers,  before  the  clouds  rent,  and 
let  fall  fuch  fhowers  of  ice  and  hail, 
as  no  man  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try ,was  ever  witnefs  to  before. 
The  hail  was  of  the  fize  of  a  mufket- 
ball,  with  an  angular  point  gene- 
rally, and  cut,  or  rather  crufhed, 
every  thing  they  fell  upon.  The 
potatoes,  turneps,  and  greens  of 
every  kind  growing  in  the  gardens, 
were  laid  flat  and  covered  with  its 
weight,  which  in  fome  places  lay 
three  feet  deep.  On  that  day  fir 
Archibald  Grant  filled  his  ice-houfe; 
though,  what  is  remarkable,  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  winter,  he 
was  unable  to  coUeft  a  quantity  of 
fnow  furiicicnt  for  the  purpcfe.  It 
is  not  eafy  to  conceive  the  general 
confternation  of  the  country  people 
on  this  occafion.  Some  feared  for 
their  fiiecp  and  cattle  ;  fome  for 
chemfelves  and  children,   Icll  they 
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fhould  all  be  fmothered  together  in 
the  ruins  of  their  houfes ;  while 
others  tremi)!ed,  thinking  the  great 
day  come,  when  all  things  were  to 
be  at  an  end,  and  the  world  de- 
llroycd  by  fire. 

The  important  event  of  open- 
ing the  Forth  and  Clyde  naviga- 
tion from  fea  to  fea  took  place,  on 
the  28th  of  the  lall  montli,  by  the 
failing  of  a  track-barge  from  the 
bafon  of  the  canal  near  Glafgow  to 
the  river  Clyde  at  Bowling  Bay, 
defcending  thereby  150  feet.  In 
the  courfe  of  her  voyage  fhe  pafled 
along  that  ilupendous  aquedud  over 
the  Kelvin,  a  new  objedl  to  pafien- 
gers  below,  exhibiting  a  velTel  na- 
vigating 70  feet  over  their  heads. 

The     following     are    the    fums 
bought  by  the  commiffioners  for  re^ 
diacing  the  national  debt. 
Conlol.  3  per  cent.    j^.  2,509,800 
Reduced  ditto        -        1,540,700 
Old  South  Sea         -        994,900 
New  ditto       -         -       725,500 
South  Sea,  1751       -       227,000 
5,997,900 

Francis  Fonton,  one  of  the  , 
clerks  in  the  3  per  ceyii.  bank  ^ 
annuity  office  at  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land, was  brought  before  William 
Addington,  efq.  at  the  public  office 
in  Bow  Street,  and  underwent  a 
long  examination.  He  was  charged 
on  the  oaths  of  William  Edwards, 
efq.  accomptant  -  general  of  the 
bank,  John  Beard,  and  Robert 
Hands,  for  knowingly  and  wilfully 
uttering,  forging,  and  counterfeit- 
ing the  name  of  William  Baker,  as 
the  proprietor  of  a  fum  of  550/.  in 
the  3  per  cent,  annuity,  and  thereby 
transferring  the  faid  fum  of  550/, 
and  receiving,  or  endeavouring  to 
receive,  the  fame,  as  his  own  pro- 
perty, with  an  intent  to  cheat  and 
defraud  the  governor  and  company 
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of  the  bank  of  England.  The  faft 
being  clearly  proved,  he  was  fully 
committed  to  New  Prifon,  Clerk- 
enwell,  for  trial,  and  the  parties 
bound  over  to  profecute.  He  has 
been  a  clerk  in  the  bank  near  twenty 
years,  and  bore  the  bell  of  charac- 
ters. 

Same  morning,  at  half  pall  feven 
o'clock,  John  Dyer,  for  forgery,  was 
brought  out  of  Newgate,  and,  after 
the  ufual  folemnitics,  was  executed 
beTore  the  debtors  gate  in  the  Old 
Bailey,  purfuant  to  his  fentence. 
He  was  only  22  years  of  age,  and 
was  brought  up  at  Wellminller- 
fchool. 

Parliament  met,  and  was 
prorogued    to   the   1  zth    of 
Oaober. 

Mr.  Powell,  the  celebrated 
pedellrian,  arrived  in  Lon- 
don from  York.     He  fet  out  on  the 
■zzd  from  the  monument  in  London 
to  walk  to  York  and  back  again  in 
iive  days  and  eighteen  hours,  which 
is  the  fame  time  he  performed  this 
journey    in     the    year    1773  ;    the 
wager  10  guineas  to  13.    On  Mon- 
day night    he    reached    Stamford, 
where  he  flept ;  on  Tuefday  night,  at 
twelve,  he  reached  Doncader,  and 
arrived  in  York  at  25  minutes  after 
one  on  Wednefday  noon  ;  fet  out  on 
his  return   a  quarter  after  four'  in 
the  afternoon,  reached  Ferrybridge 
that  evening,  palled  through  Don- 
cafter  at  eight  o'clock  on  Thurfday 
morning,  and  arrived  at  Grantham 
in  the  evening,  where  he  flept;  at 
five  o'clock  on  Friday  morning  he 
purfued  his  journey,  and  arrived  at 
Bigglelwade    that    evening,  where 
he  alio  flept ;    fet  out  at  half  pall 
four  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning, 
and  arrived  at  the  monument  at  ten 
minutes  pad  four  in  the  afternoon 
(being  one  hour  and  Ht'iy  minutes 


within  the  time),  amid  11  the  accla- 
mations of  a  vail  concourfe  of  peo- 
ple. 

Mr.  Spellard,  for  many  years 
quarter  -  mailer  in  the  i6th  (or 
queen's)  regiment  of  light  dragoons, 
known  by  the  name  of  Burgoyne's, 
and  who  was  captured  with  that 
general  and  lord  Cornwallis  in 
America,  has  lately  arrived  at  Bof- 
ton  from  Gibraltar;  and  is  an  in- 
llance  of  the  good  efi'eds  that  walk- 
ing has  upon  the  health.  This  gen- 
tleman is  confidered  as  one  of  the 
firll  walkers  in  Europe — he  has  late- 
ly walked  through  every  county  in 
England  and  Ireland,  through 
France,  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
a  great  part  of  the  Barbary  States, 
particularly  from  Tangiers  to  Me- 
quinez  and  Fez  in  Morocco,  and 
through  the  Arabs  country ;  he  has 
alfo  walked  about  790  miles  fmce 
he  arrived  in  America. 

Died,  in  Ruflia,  aged  31,  James 
Trevenen,  efq.  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Britifli  navy,  and  a  poll-captain  in 
the  Ruffian  fervice.  In  the  adion 
with  the  Swedifli  fleet  off  Wyburg, 
on  the  4th  of  July,  he  carried  a  com- 
modore's pendant,  and,  after  hav- 
ing gallantly  dilUnguiftied  himfelf, 
was  mortally  wounded  by  the  laft 
fliot  fired  by  the  enemy,  and  died 
on  the  9th.  He  was  a  native  of 
Cornwall,  and  of  a  very  refpeclable 
family  in  that  county.  He  received 
his  education  at  the  royal  academy 
of  Portfmouth;  and  in  the  year 
1776  embarked  as  a  midlhipman 
with  capt.  Cook,  on  his  lall  voyage 
to  the  South  Seas.  In  taking  allro- 
nomical  obfervations,  and  furveying 
the  various  coafts,  he  proved  an 
able  affillant  to  that  great  naviga- 
tor, who  juftly  confidered  him  as  a 
young  gentleman  of  ample  promife 
to  do  honour  to  the  fervice  and  to 
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Ms  country.  On  his  return  from 
that  expedition,  in  1780,  he  was 
promoted  by  the  earl  of  Sandwich 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant;  in  which 
capacity  he  failed,  till  the  conclufion 
of  the  war,  with  capt.  King,  who 
had  the  higheft  eftecm  and  friend- 
Ihip  for  him.  Being  impatient  of 
an  inaftive  life,  in  the  year  1787  he 
iblicited  employment  of  lord  HowC; 
then  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  ; 
but,  unfortunately  for  the  naval  fer- 
vice  of  this  country,  hi^  application 
proved  ineffedlual.  This  refufal 
induced  him  to  draw  up  a  plan  of 
difcovery,  and  a  propofal  for  open- 
ing an  intercourfe  by  fea  between 
Kamtfchatka  and  Japan,  and  the 
northern  parts  of  China  ;  which 
was  laid  before  the  emprefs  of 
Ruflia,  and  fo  well  approved  of  by 
her,  that  fhe  immediately  fent  an 
officer  exprefs  to  invite  him  over  to 
carry  it  into  execution.  He  arrived 
at  Peterfburgh  the  latter  end  of 
Z787  ;  but  the  war  with  the  Turks 
breaking  out,  put  a  flop  to  the  in- 
tended expedition,  and  he  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  accept  the  command 
of  a  fhip  of  the  line.  In  the  various 
engagement*  that  have  taken  place 
in  the  Baltic,  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  hollilities  between  Ruffia 
and  Sweden,  he  has  borne  a  very 
aftivc  part,  and  has  been  honoured 
with  repeated  marks  of  the  em- 
prefs's  favour;  and  doubtlefs,  had 
he  lived,  would  foon  have  arrived 
at  the  firft  rank  in  her  fervice.  He 
was  a  man  of  ftrong  natural  abili- 
ties, greatly  improved  by  cultiva- 
tion; and  poflefled  a  high  fenfe  of 
honour,  and  a  liberal  j^ghtcned 
mind.  To  t]>e  manly  courage,  and 
the  open  generofity  of  a  Britilh 
failor,  he  united,  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, the  education  and.  the  man- 
ners of  a  gentleman.    To  thofe  who 


had  the  pleafure  of  knowing  him, 
his  death  is  deeply  diftrefling ;  and 
to  his  country  the  lofs  of  fo  accom- 
plifhed  an  officer  will  not  eafily  be 
repaired. 

At   his   head-quarters   in  , 

Moravia,  of  a  fever,  in  con-  + 
fequence  of  an  operation  he  under- 
went for  an  obllruftion  in  the  ure- 
thra, Field-marihal  Laudolin,  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  Auftrian 
f<3rce!j.  His  impatience  under  the 
medical  applications,  the  impetuous 
ardour  of  his  charadler,  and  the 
knowledge,  above  all,  of  his  im- 
portance in  the  war,  cC:'tributed  to 
irritate  his  mind,  and  promote  the 
violence  of  the  fevei.  He  refilted 
the  application  ofcataplafms,  before 
and  after  the  inciiions  were  made, 
with  a  fatal  obftinaey,  which  raifed 
the  inflammation  to  fuch  an  height, 
that  he  expired  under  the  acceffion 
of  the  fever.— —He  was  born  in 
1716;  was  a  native  of  Livonia; 
and  defcended  from  a  Scottifli  fa- 
mily. 


SEPTEMBER. 

r.r    /.  We  have  at  length  had, 

^  ■'  in  the  perfon  of  Prmce 

^  '  *  Poninfki,  Grand  Trea- 
furer  of  the  Crown,  a  ftriking  in- 
itancc  of  the  inllability  of  fortune, 
or  more  properly  fpeaking,  o(  the 
certain  retribution  which  focner  or 
later  awaiti  thofe  who  build  their 
own  greatnefs  at  the  expence  of  tlie 
reputation  of  their  country.  It  is 
urneceflary  to  recount  eiihcr  the  un- 
limited power  he  pofl'cfi'ed  at  the 
famous  Dii't  of  Ddccation,  of  which 
he  was  Marlhal!,  and  of  the  Divi- 
fion  of  Poland,  or  the  criminal  pro- 
eels  inftitut  'd  agninft  him,  after  an 
interval  of  fixtecn  years,  for  having 
[O  4]  at 
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at  the  above  period  betrayed  (owing 
to  perlonal  views)  the  dearell  in- 
terefts  of  the  itate.  The  bufinefs, 
it  was  thought,  would  by  degrees 
have  died  away,  but  was  on  a  fud- 
den  refumed  again  ;  and  on  the  rc- 
fumption  of  it  at  tlie  i'cllioo  of  the 
Diet  of  the  loth  iilt.  very  ftrong  de- 
bates took  place.  The  Grand  Trea- 
furer,  forefeeing  the  refult  of  them, 
refolved  to  avoid  the  confequences 
of  it  by  a  fecond  flight ;  and  though 
releafed  for  the  hrft  oftcnce  on  his 
parole,  he  fecretly  quitted  Warfaw 
on  Sunday  the  29th  of  laft  month, 
tiut  was  met  on  the  road  by  the  fame 
Captain  who  guarded  him  the  firil 
time  he  made  his  efcape,  and  who 
was  near  paying  fo  very  dear  for 
it.  I'his  officer  met  him  fifteen 
leagues  from  this  place,  feized  him, 
and  brought  him  back  to  Warfaw. 
This  day  thedelinquent  was  brought 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  Diet, 
which  was  afiembled  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday  lall:,  from  the  morning 
till  late  at  night.  The  fentence, 
which  was  read  to  him,  declares  him 
•'  a  traitor  to  his  country"  of  courfe 
divefted  of  his  nobility,  dignities, 
funftions,  and  employments ;  con- 
demns him  to  be  ftripped  of  the  or- 
ders with  which  he  has  been  deco- 
rate 1  ;  that  he  fhall  quit  Warfaw 
within  twenty -four  hours,  and  the 
country  within  four  weeks;  after 
which,  any  Judge  or  Jurifdidion, 
who  finds  him  on  the  territory  of 
tlie  Republic  may  arreft  him,  and 
punifh  him  with  death.  Prince  Po- 
ninlki,  who  heard  the  judgment 
pronounced  at  the  bar  of  the  tribu- 
nal, muft  further  fubmit  to  the  de- 
grading mortification  of  affifting  at 
its  publication  before  all  the  people 
afTembled  on  the  fquare  before  the 
Town-hall,  where  the  infignia  of 
the  orders  with  which  he  has  been 


decorated  are  to  be  torn  from  him^ 
and  from  whence  he  is  afterwards 
to  be  conduced  through  the  princi- 
pal flreets,  accompanied  by  a  cri- 
er, who  is  to  proclaim,  "  Such  is 
the  fate  of  traitors  to  their  country." 
However,  the  punilbment  of  the 
culprit  will  be  perfonal,  and  will 
not  affcdit  his  contort,  children,  bro- 
thers, or  any  of  bis  family  or  pof- 
terity. 

At  the  Old  Bailey,  Earring- 
ton  was  put  to  the  bar,  indict-  '  * 
ed  for  llcaling  a  gold  watch,  the 
property  of  H.  FI.  Tov/nfend,  efq. 
at  Enfield  races.  He  was  very 
genteelly  dreded.  He  chfiUenged 
one  of  the  jury,  a  Mr.  Mift,  pe- 
remptorily, which  was  allowed. 
Mr.  Townfend  gave  a  very  clear 
and  decifivc  evidence  of  his  lo/ing 
the  watch  from  his  waiftcoat  pocket 
—that  as  he  was  leading  his  horffc 
to  the  poll,  fome  perfon  pufhed  by 
him  in  a  violent  manner,  twice. 
That  on  being  fliewn  him,  by  a 
Mr.  Blades,  as  Barrington,  he  re- 
cognized him  as  the  perfon  who 
had  pullied  by  him,  and  immediate- 
ly fecured  and  carried  him  to  a 
booth.  Here  it  was  proved  by  fe- 
veral  witnefles  that  Barrington 
dropt  a  watch  behind'  him,  which 
was  taken  up  immediately,  and 
proved  to  be  Mr.  Townfend's.  Some 
of  the  witnefles  faw  the  watch  fall- 
ing from  him,  and  were  pofitive  it 
could  come  from  no  other  quarter. 

Before  he  pleaded  in  his  defence, 
he  requeued  to  be  heard ;  which 
being  granted,  he  addrelfed  the 
court  as  follov/s : 

"  My  lords!  At  the  time  of 
my  apprchenfion'I  had  in  my  pocket 
a  filk  purfe,  containing  twenty-two 
guineas  and  filver.  This  property 
was  forcibly  taken  from  me,  and 
although  1  have  applied  to  have  it 
returned, 
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j-etunifid,  it  is  ftill  detained ;  under 
what  pretext,  I  am  totally  at  a  lofs 
to  know.  Perhaps  I  fhare,  in  com- 
mon with  other  miierable  men  in 
my  fituation,  this  har«ilhip,  1  had 
almo'.l  laid  cruelty;  becaufe,  to  de- 
prive priioners  of  their  property,  is 
tantamount  to  withholding  thf  -neans 
of  their  defence,  and  the  cnance  of 
proving  their  innocence.  1  a;n  ad- 
vifcd,  my  lord,  that  iuch  proceed- 
ings are  illegal,  and  diredly  con- 
trary to  a  pofitive  aft  of  parliament 
(nth  Henry  VIl).  I  therefore 
leave  it  to  your  lordfhips,  who,  I 
am  convinced,  will  give  fuch  direc- 
tions as  are  confiftent  with  facred 
law  and  Ibid  juftice." 

The  judges  ordered  the  money  to 
be  returned  ;  which  was  according- 
ly done,  in  open  court. 

Being  now  called  upon  for  his 
defence,  he  faid,  "  I  am  placed  in 
a  very  diftreffing  fituation ;  if  1  am 
filent,  it  may  lead  to  an  opinion  of 
jfny  guilt ;  if  I  fpeak  too  boldly,  it 
may  occafion  the  jury  to  diftruft 
any  thing  which  1  may  advance ; 
on  eitiier  fide  1  am  likely  to  be  in- 
volved in  fome  danger.  I  hope, 
however,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  adverting  only  to  the  prefent 
affair,  will  indulge  me  with  fome  fa- 
vour, and  credit  that  which  wears 
the  femblance  of  truth. 

"  The  evidence  adduced  againil 
me  is,  in  many  parts,  defedlive 
and  inconfiftent;  and  that  of  Mary 
Danby  I  am  inclined  to  think  ra- 
ther unfair,  as  it  never  was  heard  of 
until  this  day.  When  Mr.  Town- 
fend  came  up  to  me  at  Enfield 
races,  he  faid  my  name  was  Har- 
rington, and  that  I  had  robbed  him 
of  his  watch.  I  anfwered  him,  that 
in  the  firll  he  was  right,  but  that  as 
to  the  robbery  he  was  perfedly 
vv  rong.     I  was  then,  amidlt  a  great 


tumult,  conveyed  to  the  booth 
and  a  very  great  misfortune  it  is 
for  me  that  you  have  not  feen  that 
booth,  and  might  thereby  be  ena- 
bled to  judge  how  probable  it  is 
that  another  perfon  might  drop  the 
watch  over  the  rails. 

"  I  was  (binding  clofe  to  the  rails 
when  the  watch  was  claimed,  and 
am  forry  that  this  material  part 
(hould  be  varied  by  the  evidence. 
—  The  coachm.an  faid  before  jullice 
Hubbard,  that  he  did  not  fee  it  fall, 
and  the  probability  that  he  would 
have  called  out  if  he  had,  tended 
very  much  to  invalidate  his  evi- 
dence. He  was  afked  before  Mr. 
Hubbard,  whether  he  could  fwear 
to  the  watch ;  and  although  he  at 
that  time  declined  it,  yet  he  now 
comes  forward,  and  pofitively  af- 
lirms  what  he  had  before  doubted. 

"  From  Mr.  Townfend's  fitua- 
tion, who  was  anxious,  amid  2 
crowd,  to  carefs  a  winning  horfe,  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  in  the 
fqueezing  his  watch  might  either 
have  tumbled  out  of  his  pocket,  or 
might  have  been  taken  by  fome 
perfon,  who,  feeling  for  my  fitua- 
tion when  forcibly  detained  in  the 
booth,  might  have  thrown  it  at  my 
feet,  to  fave  an  innocent  man. 

"  1  am  fenfible  that  common  re- 
port has  injured  my  charader,  and 
it  may  well  be  expeded  that  the 
afi'ertions  in  newfpapcrs  have  confi- 
derably  hurt  my  reputation  for  in- 
tegrity: of  this  I  am  confcious  that 
many  now  prefent  are  convinced ; 
but  I  can,  however,  truft  my  fate 
to  the  noble  nature  of  a  Britiih 
court.  Life  is  the  gift  of  God — 
liberty  the  greatell  blefTing ;  and 
they  cannot  relt  more  fccure  than  in 
the  bread  of  an  Engliih  jurv,  who 
delight  not  in  blood,  but  whofe  only 
failing  is — Humanity. 

"  It 
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"  It  is  probably  expedled  that  I 
fhall  make  an  appeal  to  the  paffions 
—and  if  lean  be  thought  with  juftice 
to  appeal  to  them,  I  will  think  niy- 
felf  foriunate;  for  to  the  paflions 
we  owe  benevolence,  the  beft  of 
virtues. 

"  I  am  now  juft  thirty-two  years 
of  age,  and  from  the  enjoyments  of 
my  part  life  I  am  not  very  impa- 
tienc  about  the  other  thirty-two 
years  which  I  may  reafonably  fup- 
pofe  to  come :. — the  uncertainty  of 
human  happinefs  I  have  often  re- 
marked, and  have  always  confidered 
9  tranquil  heart  as  the  greateft 
bleffing:  —  the  thought  of  death 
may  appal  the  ric^^,  but  it  is  not  fo 
hideous  in  my  eyes,  wjio  have  been 
continually  involved  in  mifery. 

"  I  have  an  afFeftionate  compa- 
nion, and  an  infant  offspring,  whofe 
countenances  have  cheered  me 
through  all  my  misfortunes :  my 
good  name  is  loft  in  this  land;  but 
fhould  I  be  fo  happy  as  to  over- 
come the  prefent  accufation,  I  will 
retire  to  fome  far  diftant  land, 
where  fimplicity  of  manners  will  not 
render  me  a  fubjedt  of  fufpicion,  and 
ratlier  ftarve  upon  the  pavement 
than  be  brought  into  this  predica- 
ment again. 

"  If  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury 
think  me  innocent  of  the  prefent 
accufation,  I  pledge  myfelf  to  en- 
deavour to  recover  my  loft  charac- 
ter ;  and  I  hope,  that  by  my  con- 
duel  my  future  life  will  as  largely 
deferve  applaufe,  as  my  paft  has 
been  fubjecl  to  cenfure  and  fufpi- 
cion." 

Baron  Eyre  then  proceeded  (no 
evidence  whatever  being  offered  on 
behalf  of  the  prifoner)  to  recapi- 
tulate the  evidence,  which  he  did 
with  the  utmoft  precifion  and  im- 
partiality ;  and  the  jury,  with  little 


or  no   hefitation,  brought  in  their 
verdifl — Guiify  / 

The  lord  chief  Baron  then  ad- 
drefted  Harrington  in  a  manner  that 
refleded  the  higheft  honour  upon 
him.  He  obferved  to  him,  that 
during  the  whole  of  his  trial  he  had 
behaved  to  him  with  the  fame  im- 
partiality as  if  he  had  never  before 
feen  him  at  that  bar.  The  event, 
however,  being  over,  and  there  be- 
ing no  danger  cf  prejudicing  him 
in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  heard 
him,  he  could  not  help  reminding 
him  that,  he  had  juft  efcaped,  by  the 
lenity  of  his  profecutor,  that  fate 
which  the  offended  laws  of  his  coun- 
try had  richly  demanded.  He  was 
forry  to  fee  talents  fuch  as  he  pof- 
fefled  fo  bafely  and  fo  fhamefully 
proftituted ;  and  he  could  not  help 
exprefllng  his  fears,  that  from  the 
many  ineffectual  warnings  he  had 
had,  both  in  liis  own  perfon,  and  a 
thoufand  other  inftances,  he  would, 
notwithllanding,  perfill  in  his  evil 
courfes,  till  he  fliould  meet  with  a 
Ihameful  and  ignominious  termina- 
tion of  his  exlftence. 

Barrington  bowed,  and  retired. 

On  the  2 2d,  upon  receiving    his 
Sentence,  he  called  the   attention   of 
the  court  to  the  following  fpeech : 
"  My  Lord, 

"  I  have  much  to  fay  in  extenua- 
tion of  the  crime  for  which  I  ftand 
convifted;  but,  upon  confideration, 
I  will  not  arrert  the  attention  of  the 
court  too  long.  Amongft  the  extra- 
ordinary viciffitudei  incident  to  hu- 
man nature,  it  is  the  peculiar  and 
unfortunate  lot  of  fome  perfons  to 
have  their  beft  wifties  and  moft 
earneft  endeavours  to  deferve  the 
good  opinion  of  fociety  entirely  fruf-; 
trated;  whatever  they  fay  or  do, 
every  aftion  and  its  motive  is  mif- 
interpreted   and    twilied    from   the 
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real  Intention.  That  this  has  been 
my  fate,  does  not  l>and  in  need  of 
any  confirmation.  Every  effort  to 
de'ferve  well  of  mankind,  that  my 
heart  bore  witnefs  to  its  rectitude, 
has  been  conftantly  thwarted,  and 
rendered  abortive.  Many  of  the 
circumftances  of  my  life  have  there- 
fore happened  in  fpite  of  myfelf. 

"  The  world  has  given  me  credit 
for  abilities,  indeed  much  more  than 
I  deferved:  but  I  have  found  no 
kind  hand  to  fofler  thofe  abilities. 
1  might  afk.  Where  was  the  gene- 
rous and  powerful  hand  that  was 
ftretched  forth  to  refcue  George 
Barrington  from  infamy  ?  In  an 
age  like  this,  which  in  many  refpedts 
is  fo  juftly  famed  for  liberal  fenti- 
ments,  it  was  my  hard  lot  that  no 
noble-minded  gentleman  ftepped 
forward  and  faid,  "  You  are  pof- 
"  feffed  of  abilities  which  may  be 
"  ufeful  to  fociety.  I  feel  for  your 
"  fituation,  and  as  long  as  you  aft 
*'  the  part  of  a  good  citizen  I  will 
f  be  your  protector;  you  will  then 
"  have  lime  and  opportunity  to  ref- 
"  cue  yourfelf  from  the  obloquy  of 
*'  your  former  conduct."  Alas! 
my  lord  !  George  Barrington  had 
never  the  fupreme  felicity  of  havino; 
fuch  comfort  adminiftered  to  his 
wounded  fpirit, 

"  As  it  is,  the  die  is  cart,  and  I 
bend  to  my  fate  without  one  mur- 
mur or  complaint." 

On  the  20th  inlL  another  duel 
was  fought  at  Margate,  between 
Mr.  Stephens,  a  young  gentleman 
of  twenty  years  of  age,  only  fur- 
viving  fon  of  Philip  Stephens,  efq. 
of  the  Admiralty;  and  Mr.  Ander- 
fon,  an  attorney.  I'he  parties  met 
at  Kingsgatc,  and,  afcer  exchang- 
ing (hots  without  effeft,  the  feconds 
interpofed.     Mr,  Stephens    infilled 


on  an  apology.  Mr.  Anderfon  faid, 
he  could  not  apologize  for  words  he 
had  never  ufed.  They  again  took 
their  ground,  and,  firing  together, 
Mr.  Anderfon's  ball  entered  the 
head  of  Mr.  Stephens,  and  killed 
him  on  the  fpot.  Mr.  Anderfoa 
was  apprehended ;  and,  as  the  of- 
fence was  committed  within  the  ju- 
riididlion  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  he 
will,  by  a  law  peculiar  to  that  port, 
be  immediately  tried,  without  wait- 
ing for  the  affiles.  The  coroner '» 
inquell  have  brought  it  in  "  Man- 
"  flaughter." 

Being  Michaelmas-dav,  a  ^  , 
Common  Hall  was  convened  -9^^"- 
at  Guildhall,  as  ufual,  for  the  choice 
of  a  Lord  Mayor  for  the  year  enfu- 
ing;  when  alderman  John  Boydell 
was  chofen  without  oppofition. 

Died,  loth.  at  his  apartments 
in  Greenwich  hofpital,  fmccrely 
regretted  by  all  who  had  the  plea- 
fure  of  his  acquaintance,  Capt.  John 
Gore,  one  of  the  captains  of  Green- 
Mich  hofpitaj,  a  moft  experienced 
feaman,  and  an  honour  to  his  pro- 
fefllon.  He  had  failed  four  times 
round  the  world  ;  ill,  with  Comm. 
Byron;  zdly,  with  Capt.  Wallace; 
and  the  two  lall  times  with  Capt. 
James  Cook. 

At  Richmond,  in  the  county  of 
York,  aged  105,  Mrs.  Todd. 

Near  Havant,  Hants,  aged  102 
years,  6  months,  and  8  days,  Mr. 
John  Coomer. 

At  Imley  hall,  the  feat  of  lord 
Dudley  and  Ward,  Charles  Norris, 
Muf.  Bac.  wliofe  name  wjil  hold  a 
relpedable  rank  in  the  annals  of 
Englifh  mufic,  while  his  mild  vir- 
tues and  inolfenfue  difpcfiiion  will 
be  remembered  with  regret  by  all 
who  knew  him. 

David  Rols,  Efq;    late  patentee 

of 
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of  the  the.itre-royal  at  Edinburgh, 
and  well  known  over  the  three  king- 
doms for  his  merit  as  an  ador. 


OCTOBER. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from 
Samuel  Burt,  the  perfon  convided  of 
forgery,  but  pardoned  on  condition 
of  2;oing  to  New  South  Wales;  dated 
from  on  board  the  Scarborough 
tranfport,  Falfe  Bay,  which  contains 
tlie  following  account : 

"  On  the  1 2th  of  February,  our 
fhip  having  feparated  from  the  Sur- 
prize tranfport,  the  Neptune  being 
St  great  way  a -head,  and  the  fea  psr- 
feftly  calm,  the  convifls  began  to 
whifper  from  one  to  the  other  their 
mutinous  intentions;  the  plot  being 
communicated  to  myfelf,  I  readily 
agreed  to  the  fchcme,  aflenting  to 
every  propofal  ef  plunder  and  mur- 
der, until  fuch  time  as  I  became 
completely  mailer  of  the  confpiracy, 
and  the  ringleaders  of  it.  I  then 
apprifcd  the  captain  of  the  fhip,  and 
the  military  officers,  of  the  danger 
they  were  likely  to  encounter;  and 
fo  thoroughly  did  my  inform.ation 
prepare  them  for  the  bufmefs,  that 
with  little  or  no  trouble  the  ring- 
leaders were  fecured,  and  the  fcheme 
entirely  fruilrated.  The  particulars 
being  enquired  into,  they  made  fuch 
confeilions  thath^uman  nature  would 
aimoft  fn udder  at  the  thoughts  of. 
Several  of  them  have  been  flogged 
with  thegreateil  feverity,  and  others 
of  more  dangerous  dcfciiption  are 
at  this  time  cliained  to  the  deck, 
and  it  is  fuppofed  will  be  tried  and 
executed  immediately  on  their  ar- 
rival in  New  South  Wales." 

The  circumftances  of  Burt's  cafe 
were  ratiicr  remarkable.     Being  re- 


jetted  by  a  woman  whom  he  wiflied 
to  marry,  lie  committed  a  forgery, 
and  immediately  afterwards  furreii- 
dcrcd  himfelf  at  Bow-ltreet,  for  the 
purpofe  of  getting  hanged.  Being 
coniidered  as  an  object  of  "compaf- 
fion,  he  was  offered  his  majefty's 
moll:  gracious  pardon,  which  he 
twice  or  thrice  refufed.  The  lady 
at  length  confented  to  marry  him, 
and  he  then  became  as  folicitous  to 
live,  as  he  had  before  been  anxious 
for  death:  but,  during  her  repeated 
vifits  to  him  in  Newgate,  flie  caught 
the  gaol  fever,  and  died. 

Macleod,  the  Scotchman,  , 
aged  102,  walked  ten  miles  on  ° 
the  Hammerfmith  road,  for  a  wager 
of  100  guineas.  Two  hours  and  a 
half  was  the  time  given,  but  he  co- 
vered the  ground  in  two  hours  and 
twenty-three  minutes. 

A  Spaniard,  calling  himfelf  Jofe 
Seylink,  was  apprehended  at  Ply- 
mouth by  two  boatmen,  on  fufpicion 
of  being  a  fpy.  He  was  carried  be- 
fore admiral  Greaves,  who  fent  him 
to  the  mayor  of  that  town  for  exa- 
mination.— His  papers  being  in- 
fpcdled,  it  appeared  he  came  from 
London  on  the  illof  Odober,  and 
went  to  Oxford,  Bath,  Briflol,  and 
Exeter,  and  from  thence  to  Ply- 
mouth, and  wifhed  to  go  to  Fal- 
mouth. He  was  anxious  to  know 
how  many  fliips  were  there,  wilhed 
to  view  the  dock,  magazine,  &r. 
He  feems  an  intelligent,  fenfible 
m.an,  and  had  many  fhrewd  remarks 
on  the  government  and  police  of 
Great  Britain  in  his  journal,  which 
was  written  in  French. 

Jofe  Seylink,  the  Spaniard,        , 
underv.'ent  another  examina- 
tion— but  nothing  material  came  out 
agninft  him.  He  fays  he  came  hither 
to  view   the    arfenal,  fleet,   citadel, 
X  ma- 
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magazine?,  S:c.  as  he  had  at  Portf- 
mouth.  He  faiJ  he  was  u/ie  Ciioyen 
liu  Monde \  that  liis  paliport  was 
V argent  ((hewing  fome  filver),  and 
that  his  companions  were  his  books. 
On  being  queitioned  why  he  came 
by  way  of  Oxford,  &:c  he  faid  to 
fee  the  country,  and  that  he  came 
here  to  goto  Fahnouth  to  embark 
for  Liibon — faid  he  knew  none  of 
his  own  nation  in  London — that  he 
wifhed  not  to  be  recognized  by 
them,  and  that  he  was  a  man  of 
no  note  in  his  own  country. 

He  had  a  good  map  of  the  coail 
with  him  :  but  perfiiied  that  he  had 
no  other  object  than  curiofity — to 
gratify  his  wifh  to  know  the  man- 
ners and  curtoms  of  England. 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  he 
was  averfe  to  write  to  the  Spanifh 
ambafTador  in  London,  which  oc- 
cafions  a  conjedure  that  he  is  not  a 
Spaniard,  but  a  Frenchman. 

On  Tuefday  the  izth  iniL  the 
people  of  Dartford  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood were  terribly  alarmed  by 
the  blowing-up  of  the  powder-mills 
within  a  iliort  mile  of  tliat  town. 

No  certain  account  can  be  given 
of  the  manner  by  which  the  fatal 
fpark  Vv'as  communicated  to  the  gun- 
powder in  the  corning-houfe,  which 
was  the  firil  building  that  blew  up. 
No  work  was  carrying  on  in  that 
place  at  the  time  the  fat:'.!  accident 
happened:  it  is  therefore  fuppofed 
that  feme  eleflric  tire  hr.d  entered 
the  building,  and  ignited  the  loofe 
gunpowder.  From  hence  \.\\z  cxplo- 
fion  inilantly  communicated  itfelf  to 
the  lloves,  to  five  powder-mills,  and 
to  a  clofe  magazine  containing  25 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  which  from 
their  confined  llate,  fpread  dreadful 
devaftation  around.  The  lloves, 
corning-houfe  and  magazines,  were 
inftantiy  levelled  witlune  earth;  the 


rtrong  beams  were  fhivered  in  pieces, 
and  ti-.ro'.vn  every  where  aiound  to 
a  confiderable  diibmce;  and  broken 
bricks,  tiles,  and  pieces  of  wood, 
Ihowered  ruin  on  the  neighbouring- 
fields. 

The  doors  of  a  jiagazine  which 
f:ands  at  a  fmall  diilance  from  the 
v\orks,.to  the  S.W.  up  the  river, 
and  u'hich  contains  near  200  barrel* 
of  gunpov.dcr,  were  forced  open  bv 
the  cxploiion;  but  the  wind  blowing 
with  great  violence  from  that  quar- 
ter, providentially  prevented  the 
flafh  from  reaching  it :  for  had  it 
communicated  with  this  lait,  the 
whole  town  of  Dartford  would  pro- 
bably have  been  laid  in  ruins. 

Six  men  were  deflroyed  in  ths 
dreadful  havock,moft  of  whom  have 
left  wives  and  families  behind  them. 
The  foreman  of  the  works  has  left  a 
vvife  and  feven  children. 

A  caufe  came  on  in  tlie  fhe-  „ 
riiPs  court  at  Guildhall,  in"'""^' 
which  John  Wilkes,  efq.  as  chsm.ber- 
lainof  the  city  of  London,  was  piain- 
tiiF,  and  John  Pardoe,efq,  defendar-u 
The  adion  was  brought  to  recover 
the  fum  of  6ocl.  being  the  penakv 
which  is  ordained  by  a  bye-law  of  the 
court  of  Comm.on  Council,  to  be 
paid  for  declining  to  ferve  the  oflice 
o{  IberifTof  London,  to  which  c'^acc 
the  defendant  had  been  elefted  in 
the  year  1783;  butrefufed  to  ferve, 
on  the  ground  of  his  being  incapa- 
citated. It  appeared  ihn.t  Mr.  Par- 
doe,  when  he  was  chofen  iberij?,  was 
lixty-nine  years  of  age,  in  an  infirm 
ih.te  of  health,  and  totally  unfit  to 
ferve  the  office  of  IheritF.  The  jury, 
vshich  was  fpeci.-il,  gave  a  verdict  for 
the  defendant. 

Canierbii-y,  Oil.  28.  Yefterda/ 
m.orning,  at  ten  o'clock,  Mr.  Poller 
Powell,  the  celebrated  pedellrian,  fct 
oft"  from  ths  Talb^:isn,;n  this  city, 

to 
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to  walk  to  St.  George's  church, 
Southwiirk,  and  back  again,  which 
he  had  engaged  to  perform  in  2^ 
hours,  for  a  wager  of  60  guineas. 
At  ten  o'clock  this  morning  he 
reached  Canterbury  within  two 
miles,  and  confequently  loft  his 
wager.  His  failure  was  occafioned 
by  mitlaking  the  road  through 
the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  go- 
ing round  by  Greenwich,  where  he 
fell  down  feveral  times.  He  was 
brought  the  remainder  of  the  way 
in  a  carriage,  very  much  exhauiled. 

1  On  Monday  laft,  two  troops 

^  ■  of  the  Oxforci  blues,  from  Pe- 
terborough, marched  into  Notting- 
ham, intimation  having  been  gi\  en 
of  an  intended  riot  among  the  frame- 
work knitters  there. 

On  Tuefday  an  outrageous  mob 
collefted,  and  proceeded  to  fuch  afts 
of  violence,  that  the  military  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  firing  upon 
them;  by  which  m.any  were  wound- 
ed, and  upwards  ot  forty  of  the  riot- 
ers were  feized  and  font  to  prifon. 

The  diftiirbance  had  not  fubfided 
on  Wednefday,  on  which  day  one 
of  the  officers  was  much  hurt  by 
fome  glafs  bottles  thrown  at  him. 

Intelligence  is  arrived  that  Mr. 
M'Kendrie,  who  undertook,  between 
two  and  three  years  ago,  to  pene- 
trate from  Montreal  to  the  ocean, 
has  performed  his  enterprize.  He 
took  a.  courfe  north-wefhvard  from 
Montreal,  ajid  he  j-eached  the  ocean, 
according  to  his  obfervation,  about 
the  69th  degree  of  northern  latitude. 
In  his  track  he  found  the  country 
very  unpromi fmg  for  trade,  and  very 
uninviting  otherways. 

,  I'his  day  is  made  memora- 
2  '  '  ble  in  the  annals  of  London,  by 
the  tral  of  two  incendiaries  (the  moil 
dangerous  fet  of  villains  tliat  ever 
entered  into  combination  for  the  de- 


vaftation  of  a  great  and  populous 
city),  namely  Edward  Lowe,  and 
William  Jobbins;  the  firft  in  the  23d 
year  of  his  age ;  the  other  only  iil 
his  19th  year.  Thefc  mifcreants, 
in  concert  with  James  Flindall,  an 
old  oftendcr,  and  Catherine  the  wife 
of  Lowe,  conceived  the  horrid  de- 
fign  of  fetting  fire  to  the  houfe!>  of 
their  opulent  neighbours,  not  from 
malice  to  their  perfons,  or  any  dillike 
of  their  characters,  but  merely  for 
the  fake  of  plunder. 

Fortunately,  they  v/ere  detei^led 
while  th.ey  vrere  yet  but  young  in 
this  villainy.  Had  they  lived  to 
become  proficients,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
fay  to  what  an  extent  of  devaiiation 
they  might  have  carried  their  mif* 
chievous  machinations.  At  their 
outfet,  it  appeared  upon  this  trial, 
that  they  had  dellroyed  property  to 
the  value  0^  forty  thoufand  pou7idsy 
though  all  the  plunder  they  had  been 
able  to  realize,  at  the  rifque  of  their 
lives,  did  not  exceed  half  Jo  many 
pence. 

Flindall,  being  afked  by  the  pri- 
foners'  counfei  how  he  had  main- 
tained himfelf  before  this  affair  hap- 
pened, made  anfwer,  with  allonilh- 
ing  aflurance  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  co\xxX.,by  robbery  and  thieving. 
This  fellow  being  further  afked,  by 
the  fame  counfei.  Did  you  not  fear 
that  the  plan  of  burning  houfes 
might  be  f  ital  to  the  lives  of  majiy 
people  ?  plainly  fhewed  by  his  an- 
fwer, that  it  was  the  very  principle 
he  \\  ent  upon,  that,  when  men  were 
waked  from  their  fleep  with  their 
houfes  on  fire,  they  would  have  lit- 
tle concern  about  their  property, 
while  under  the  terror  of  perilhing 
in  the  flames;  fo  that  the  incendia- 
ries might  enrich  themfelves  with 
the  plunder  before  the  owners  had 
recovered  their  confterjiation. 

Died, 
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D 1 E  D,  at  Bourn,  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  aged  102,  James  Quan- 
borough. 

At  Battyready,  near  Rofs,  Ire- 
land, aged  107,  William  Butler. 

At  the  Hague,  in  the  84th  year 
of  his  age,  and  60th  of  his  miniltry, 
Henry  Fagel,  greffier  to  tlie  States 
General.  He  is  fucceeded  in  his 
office  by  his  grandfon. 

Mr.  John  Edwin,  the  Comedian. 


NOVEMBER. 

Advices  have  been  received  at 
Madrid,  that  the  city  of  Oran,  on 
the  coall  of  Africa,  has  been  almoft 
entirely  demolifhed  by  a  violent 
earthquake  ;  that  twenty  fucceffive 
iliocks  were  felt  at  fhort  intervals. 
The  whole  city  is  delboyed,  and  a 
great  part  of  the  inhabitants  and  of 
the  garrifon  are  buried  under  the 
ruins.  Almolt  all  the  forts  which 
cover  that  place  and  its  diftridl  are 
open  or  deftroyed,  fo  as  not  to  be  in 
a  fituation  to  refill  an  attack.  The 
interior  part  of  the  ganifon  is  in 
ruins  in  many  places,  and  the  con- 
fiderable  number  of  people,  who 
were  wounded  and  not  adlually 
killed  by  this  difafter,  remained 
without  afliftance. 

Accounts  have  alfo  been  received 
from  Carthagena.of  a  lire  which  hap- 
pened a  fhort  time  ago  in  that  dock- 
yard, and  which,  befides  doing  otiier 
damage,  has  entirely  confumed  a 
new  fliip  of  the  line. 

,  A  violent  ftorm  blew  from 
5  ■  the  fouth-wclt.  Among  the 
many  accidents  by  falls  of  chimnies 
in  the  metropolis,  the  moll  remarka- 
ble happened  at  the  houfe  of  J.  An- 
gerltein,  efq.  in  Pall- Mall.  A  flack 
in  the  center  of  the  houfe  broke 


through  the  roof,  and  carried  before 
it  the  floors  of  all  the  flories,  leaving 
the  hall  open  to  the  roof.  Mrs. 
Angcrllein,  who  was  at  breakfall  in 
her  droffing-room,  was  left  behind 
on  the  rtjmains  of  its  floor,  with  her 
maid:  the  men-fervants  had  jull be- 
fore quitted  the  hall. 

At  Serjeant's-inn-hall,  ele-  ^  , 
ven  of  the  Judges  confulted  ^'  ' 
upon  the  cafe  refervedat  the  Old-  Bai- 
ley feffion,  refpedling  the  indidment 
againft  Renwick  Williams,  the  fup- 
pofed  Monjhr. 

The  quelHons  were,  firft.  Whether 
his  having  an  intention  to  cut  the 
perfon  of  Mlfs  Porter,  and  in  carry- 
ing that  intention  into  execution, 
cutting  the  garments  of  that  lady, 
is  an  offence,  within  the  llatute  of 
6  Geo,  I.  c.  23.  f  II.  on  which  he 
was  convifted;  the  jury  giving  ia 
their  verdift,  found,  that  in  cutting 
her  perfon  he  had  thereby  an  in- 
tention to  cut  her  garments  ?  Se- 
condly, Whether  the  ftatute  being; 
In  the  cotijuttilive,  "  That  if  any 
perfon  fhall  aflault  another  with  an 
intent  to  cut  the  garment  of  fuch 
perfon,  and  fhall  cut  the  garment  of 
fuch  perfon,  then  the  oftender  Ihall 
be  guilty  of  felony;"  and  the  in- 
didment,  in  Hating  the  intention, 
not  having  connected  it  with  the  ad, 
by  inferting  the  words  that  he  "  then 
and  there''''  did  cut  her  garment, 
could  be  fupported  in  point  of 
form  ? 

Nine  of  the  eleven  judges  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  offence,  notwith- 
Ilanding  the  finding  of  the  jury,  wa» 
not  within  the  llatute,  and  that  the 
indidment  was  bad  in  point  of  form. 
This  determination  declares  the 
oflence  to  be  only  a  mifdemeanor, 
for  which,  in  all  probability,  Wil- 
liams will  be  indided  at  the  nc.vt 
feffions  at  Hicks 'i-hall. 

18U1.  The 
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The  Recorder  of  London 
made  his  report  of  the  convids 
in  Newgate,  at  the  two  lafl  feffions, 
when  Edward  Lowe  and  William 
Jobbins,  the  two  incendiaries,  were 
ordered  for  execution  in  Alderfgate- 
Itreet,  which  has  lince  taken  place, 
over-againft  the  ruins  of  Mr.  Gild- 
ing's hcufe.  At  the  fame  time  the  fol- 
lowing were  ordered  for  execution, 
at  the  uiual  place,  viz.  Francis  Fon- 
ton,  and  Thomas  Tyler,  for  forge- 
ries; and  James  Royer,  James 
Smith,  and  Edward  Ivory,  for  coun- 
tefeiting  the  current  coin  of  the 
kmgdom;  thefe  have  likewife  been 
executed.  But  AVilliam  Slaughter, 
James  Sullivan,  William  Burbridge, 
and  Thomas  Durkin,  for  burglaries, 
were  ordered  for  tranfportation ;  as 
v/as  Thomas  Brown,  for  privately 
ftealing.  Jane  Norton,  for  ihoplift- 
ing,  Vv  as  ordered  to  be  imprifoned  for 
twelve  months.  And  Jofeph  Biggs, 
George  Storey,  and  ThomasD  unken, 
for  breaking  a  houfe  with  intent  to 
rob,  were  refpited  during  pleafure. 

n        A  very  fevere  ilorm  of  thun- 
21K.  1       ,•   /  •  3      • 

aer,  iightnmg,  ana  ram,   came 

on  at  London,  but  nothing  like  that 
which  took  place  in  the  fouthern 
parts  of  Hampihire  and  Wilts.  The 
Elephant,  of  74  guns,  wasilruck  in 
Portfmoutli  harbour,  in  a  manner 
fcarcely  to  be  defcribed.  The  light- 
ning feemed  firft  to  have  ftruck  the 
heel  of  the  main  top-maft,  and  from 
thence  to  have  deicended  down  the 
body  of  the  maft,  which,  though  a 
flick  of  immenfe  fize,  is  fhivered  to 
fplinters.  The  iron  hoops  that  fur- 
rounded  it,  and  the  woldings,  were 
every  one  broke  in  fmall  pieces,  and 
parts  thereof  driven  to  the  extreme 
parts  of  the  fliip,  both  fore  and  aft; 
the  fulphureous  fmell,  when  the  fliip 
was  firft  ftruck,  was  fo  very,  power- 
ful, that  it  was  difficult  the  people 


below  could  breathe.  This  caufed  an 
alarm  that  the  fhip  was  on  fire,  than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  dread- 
ful on  board  a  man-of-war.  Li  this 
fearful  moment  of  fufpence,  an  im- 
menfe fliower  of  the  largeft  hail  ever 
feen,  added  to  the  terrors  of  the 
night.  But  the  greateft  part  of  the 
officers  and  crew  being  in  bed  (it 
being  near  eleven  o'clock  at  night) 
or  under  cover,  the  direful  etfefts 
that  might  have  been  cxpefted  from 
this  difafter  were  hardly  felt  by 
many  on  board. 

Was  folemnly  argued  and  ^  , 
determined,  in  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  a  queftion  of  confi- 
derable  importance  to  the  mercan- 
tile world.  It  came  before  the  court 
upon  a  motion  for  a  new  trial,  in  a 
caufe,  in  which  a  Mr.  Mead  was 
plaintiff,  and  Mefl".  Young  and  Co. 
defendants.  The  aftion  w^s  brought 
againft  the  defendants,  and  the  ac- 
ceptors of  a  bill  of  exchange,  under  the 
follovyingcircumftances.  The  bill  was 
drawn  by  a  Mr.  Chriftian,  who  is  refi- 
dent  at  Dunkirk,  and  dated  from  that 
place.  It  was  fent  to  the  defend- 
ants, who  live  in  LonSon,  and  made 
payable  to  a  Mr.  Henry  Davis, 
The  defendants,  knowing  it  to  be  a 
bill  of  their  correfpohdent,  accord- 
ingly accepted  it.  The  bill  after- 
wards furreptitioufly  got  into  the 
hands  of  another  Henry  Davis,  who 
fraudulently  put  his  name  on  the 
back,  and  carried  it  to  the  plaintiff", 
who,  finding  the  acceptors  were  men 
of  refponfibility,  gave  him  the  value 
of  it,  not  entertaining  the  leaft: 
doubt  but  that  he  was  the  fame  Hen- 
ry Davis  to  whom  it  was  payable. 

After  hearing  the  counfel  on  both 
fides,  lord  Kenyon  faid,  he  was  thea 
of  the  fame  opinion  as  he  entertain- 
ed when  he  direfted  the  jury  to  find 
a  verdidl  for  the  plaintiff,  upon  the 
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trial.  His  lordOiip  conceived  that, 
no  fraud  having  been  imputed  to 
the  plaintiff,  there  was  no  legal 
gronnd  to  preclude  him  from  ttie 
right  of  recovering  upon  this  bill  ; 
and  he  was  of  opinion,  that  if  any 
man  took  a  bill  payable  to  a  certain 
name,  and  it  is  indorfed  by  the  per- 
fon  of  that  name,  fuch  indorfement 
usis  a  legal  transfer,  although  it 
might  afterwards  turn  out  that  the 
indorfcr  was  not  the  fame  perfon  to 
whom  it  v.as  made  payable.  Unlefs 
this  doftrine  were  admitted,  an  in- 
fuperable  clog  would  be  introduced 
to  the  negociation  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, which  rnuft  deftroy  the 
whole  of  that  fpccies  of  paper 
credit. 

Juftices  AflinrftjEuller,  and  Grofe, 
totally  differed  from  the  Lord  Chief 
JulKce,  and  Ibited  their  reafons  with 
great  deference  in  oppofuion  to  fo 
high  an  authority.  All  thefe  learned 
judges  faid,  that  the  indorfement  of 
the  bill  in  qudVion  was  unquellion- 
ably  a  capital  forgery,  and  that  no 
legal  right  could  be  derived  under 
forgery  or  fiaud.  It  were  bitter 
that  a  clog  Ibould  be  put  to  bills  of 
exchange,  than  they  fliould  be  ne- 
gociated  by  n)eans  of  forgery;  but 
they  conceived  that  no  inconveni- 
ence to  trade  would  accrue  to  mer- 
cantile tranfadions  by  depriving  the 
plaintiff. 

SaUjhttry,  Notj.  27.  The  inhabi- 
tants o{  this  city  were  vilited  lail: 
Sunday  evening  with  a  very  tre- 
mendous llorm  of  lightning  and 
thunder,  accompanied  with  a  very 
heavy  fall  of  rain.  The  high  im- 
pending clouds  were  fo  highlv 
charged  with  the  eleftric  matter, 
that  the  lightning,  which  was  unufu- 
ally  vivid  and  ftrong,  appeared  to 
roll  along  the  ground  like  a  body  of 
liquid  fire,   and   its  freaucnt  tialhcs 

Vol.  XXXil. 


were  fo  inftantaneoufly  fucceeded 
by  fuch  t?rribJe  burlls  of  thunder, 
that  many  perfons  were  exceedingly 
alarmed,  andalmoll  every  houfe  felt 
an  inllantaneous  fhock  from  its  pow- 
erful efiefts.  At  the  Three  Swans 
inn  a  Hack  of  chimnics  was  throwix 
down  with  great  violence,  and  much 
damage  was  done  to  two  rooms 
within  the  houfe,  the  windows  of 
which  were  broken,  and  much  of 
the  furniture  deflroyed.  By  ac- 
counts from  different  parts  of  the 
country,  we  learn,  that  this  Itorm, 
which  began  at  Portfmouth,  con- 
tinued from  Saturday  noon,  the  2 1  ll, 
to  Monday  night,  and  that  its  ef- 
fedls  were  equally  awful  and  de- 
ftruclivc  in  many  places. 

It  has  been  laid  down  as  a  , 

law  in  the  court  of  King's  ^^^  ^* 
Bench  this  term,  that  a  wager,  in 
'\i(^:\i  legal,  is  not  recoverable  if  laid 
on  an  illegal  ohjei\.;  for  inftance,  no 
winnings  can  be  recovered  on  the 
event  of  a  boxing-match,  becaufe 
the  objeft  of  .1  bci  in  the  .*  c  is  a 
lycac/j  of  the  peace  ;  and  fo  it  will 
operate  with  a  wager  laid  on  a 
horfe-race,  provided  the  fum  ra«ed 
for  is  below  wh.'.t  the  adi  of  parlia- 
ment flipulates. 

It  has  likewife  been  laid  down  as 
law  this  term,  that  the  keeper  of  a 
livery-ftable  cannot  detain  a  ho;fe 
for  his  keep,  though  an  inn-keeper 
can.  The  livery-liable  keeper  is 
fuppofed  to  know  the  perfon  from 
whom  he  receives  a  horfe,  and  to 
make  a  bargain  for  his  keep;  bur 
an  inn-keeper  is  from  necefllty 
obliged  to  receive  all  that  come; 
and  witliout  fucli  a  remedv,  he 
would  be  fubjcft  to  many  impofi- 
tions,  which  the  prudent  livcrv-lla- 
ble-keeper  may  avoid  if  he  pleafes; 
at  leaft  fo  fays  Lord  Kenvon. 

Died,  The  Rev.  Michael  Lo-t, 


ii6]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1790. 

lord    to    pay 


D.D.  F.  R.  S.  and  F.  A.  S.  well 
known  to  the  literati  of  this  ;iud 
<nher  c'ountrio,  as  a  man  of  learn- 
ing, and  a  collcdor  ol' curious  and 
valuable  books. 

At  V'agg  fann  (near  Yeovil,  in 
tlie  county  of  Somerlet),  whiclj  he 
had  rented  60  years,  Thomas  Beer, 
aged  101. 

Hannah  WilklnGni,  agi^'d  108. 

In  Jamaica,  aged  ico,  Mrs.  E. 
Gibbon,  a  native  of  Port  Royal. 

At  Maryport,  Cumberland,  aged 
107,  Jofeph  Feale. 

At  Aberdeen,  aged  105,  Ann 
Banncrman. 

At  Crunilin,  Ireland,  aged  100, 
Mrs.  Mary  I'ench. 

At  Afliely,  Lancafliire,  aged  102 
years  i  5  months,  Ifaac  Hyde. 

Mr.  Kendal,  the  celebrated  con- 
ftruftor  of  time-keepers. 


D  E  C  P:  M  B  E  R. 

.,  The.  wrecked  vefTels  on  the 

French  and  Flcmilh  coalls  ex- 
hibit at  this  time  too  many  melan- 
choly efl'eds  of  the  late  hurricane. 
No  lei's  than  twenty-five  fail  of 
vefiels  were  lolt  between  Holland 
and  Cherbourg ;  and  more  than 
400  bodies  have  been  picked  up  on 
the  fands  between  Oftend  and  Bou- 
logne. 

On  Friday  laft  lord  vifcount 
Falkland  attended  the  coutt 
of  king's  bench,  to  receive  his  fen- 
tence,  for  an  aflault  on  Mr.  Henry 
Seymour,  an  ironmonger  at  Maiden- 
head. Mr.  juftice  Aflihuril  obfervcd 
to  hi'i  lordlhip,  that  the  law,  much 
to  its  honour,  regarded  the  meanefl; 
fi.ihje(fts  as  much  as  thofe  of  tJie 
higliell  rank,  and  that  no  elevation 
could  place  a  man  beyond  the  reach 
of  juitice.     He  then  fcntenced  the 


8  th. 
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right    lion,    lord    to     pav    a    fine 
of  20/. 

Francis  Fonton  and  Thomas 
Tyler,  for  forgery  ;  James 
Royer,  lames  Smith,  and  Edward 
Ivory,  for  coining  ;  were  executed 
in  the  Old  Bailey,  purfuant  to  their 
fentences. 

At  ten  o'clock  this  morning  the 
feflion  at  the  Old  Bailey  was  open- 
ed by  the  lord  ma)or,judges  Buller 
and  Aflihuril,  and  the  aldermen 
Newnham  and  Newman. 

Renwick  ^Villiams  was  put  to  the 
bar. 

Judge  Afhhuril  fpoke  nearly  to 
the  following  purport: 

Prifoner,  You  have  been  capitally 
indiftcd  upon  the  ftatute  of  the  6th 
of  Geo.  I.  for  that  you  did  on  the 
iSth  of  January  lall,  in  the  parilh 
of  St.  James's,  wilfully  and  mali- 
cioufly  aflault  Ann  Porter,  and  that 
you  did,  with  force  and  arms,  tear, 
Ipoil,  cut,  and  deface  her  garment, 
namely,  a  illk  gown,  and  other  ap- 
parel ;  and  the  jury  have  found  you 
guilty;  but  your  counfel  have  ar- 
refted  the  judgment  upon  two 
grounds  •,/;_/;",  to  the  form  of  the  in- 
diftment;  JecumUy,  to  the  applica- 
bility of  the  ad  of  parliament  to 
your  particular  offence.  A  majo- 
rity of  the  judges  have,  after  ib- 
lemn  confideratLonj  determined  that 
both  the  objedions  in  arreft  of 
judgment  are  well  founded.  The 
objeftion  to  the  words  of  the  in- 
didment,  that  you  did  then  and 
there  make  an  allault,  and  cut  and 
tear  Ann  Porter's  garment,  being 
ftate^;!  to  be  done  both  at  one  and  the 
fame  time,  is  bad  in  law,  for  the 
aflault  might  be  made  at  one  time 
and  place,  and  the  cutting  and  tear- 
ing at  another.  In  framing  indid- 
rrtents  upon  ads  of  parliament  w  hich 
affed  life,  the  law  requires  that  the 
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utinofl  precifion  (hculd  be  obfervcJ. 
With  rflpcdt  to  tlie  fecond  objec- 
tion, namclV)  that  your  crime  is  not 
within  the  int:;nt  of"  the  ad,  it  is 
confide  red  that  the  ulI  is  made  for 
a  particular  purpofe,  that  ot  wan- 
tonlv  cutting,  tearing,  .i'C.  for  the 
mere  fake  of  mifchief,  and  not  with 
any  previous  malicious  intention. 
Now  an  ailault,  cutting,  c*v;c.  inull 
have  fuch  a  premeditated  intention, 
and  therefore  the  indirtment  is  not 
within  tiie  purview  of  the  act.  But 
although  the  lenity  of  the  law  has 
io  far  judged  favourably  of  your 
cafe,  yet  God  forbid  that  the  com- 
mon law  of  the  land  fhould  not 
reach  fuch  an  enormity  as  you  have 
committed,  and  that  you  fhould  not 
be  punilhed  for  your  temerity  :  you 
are  therefore  to  be  remanded,  to 
take  your  trial  for  themifdemeanour 
at  common  law." 
_,  ]  Renwick    Williams    was 

-*  ■  brought  from  Newgale  t©  the 
ffflions  houfe  on  Clerkenwell  Green, 
and  put  on  his  trial. 

Mr.  Pigott  opened  on  behalf  of 
the  crown,  and  told  the  jury  that 
the  iadidment  was  for  an  cjjhult  and 
I'ttttirv  only. 

The  evidence  of  Mifs  Ann  Por- 
ter and  her  fifter  was  then  given, 
It  was  in  fubllance  the  fame  as  that 
delivered  on  the  former  trial.  All  the 
oc!ier  evidence  was  in  the  fame  Hate. 
At  half  pait  one  next  morning 
tiie  caufe  ended  ;  and  the  jury,  after 
confultinrf   ten  minutes,  found  hiin 

iiuillf. 

He  was  convicled  on  two  other  in- 
dirtments,  and  has  been  fentenced 
\       to  fix  years  imprifonment. 

]  A  chapter  of  the  m.oll  noble 
>  '  order  of  the  garter  was  held 
aher  the  levci'  broke  up,  at  which 
Mere  prcfent  the  king,  prince  of 
Wales,  dukes  of  York  and  Gloucef- 
tcr,  and  marquis  of . Stafford,  when  his 


ferene  highnefs  the  duke  of  Save 
Gotha,  his  grace  ihc  duke  of  Leeds, 
and  the  earl  of  Chatham,  were  choiea 
to'  fill  up  the  vacant  flails.  The 
duke  of  Leeds  and  earl  Chatham 
were  feverally  introduced,  and,  af- 
ter being  knighted,  were  inverted 
with  the  blue  ribbon,  with  the  ufual 
ceremonies. 

Sunday  morning  laft  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Banbury  were  alarmed  by 
the  fudden  falling  in  of  the  princi- 
pal aille  of  the  church,  for  the  tak- 
ing down  and  rebuilding  of  which 
an  act  had  paffed  in  the  lail  par- 
liament. Providentially  feveral  per- 
fons  had  juil  left  church ;  and  had 
it  not  fallen,  it  was  intended  that 
the  workmen  iliould  have  begun 
taking  it  down  on  the  morrow,  in 
w  hich  cafe  many  lives  would  pro- 
bably have  been  loll.  The  crafh 
was  heard  near  two  miles  from  the 
fpot.  On  the  following  day  the 
tower  likevvife  fell. 

The  adjourned  felTion  at  „  , 
the  Old  Bailey  ended,  when  '^^"* 
35  men  and  4  women,  capitally 
convicted,  received  his  majeity's 
pardon  on  condition  of  being  traixf- 
ported  during  their  natural  lives  ^ 
flireeu'ere  pardoned  on  condition  of 
being  tranfported  for  14  years;  and 
twofor  7 years.  Mary  Talbot  rcfufed 
to  accept  his  majelly's  pardon.  She 
faid  her  return  from  tranfportation 
was  en  account  of  three  dear  infants, 
and  that  as  ihe  could  not  take 
them  vviih  her,  ihc  had  rutlier  die. 
The  recorder  pointed  out  the  dread- 
ful precipice  on  which  (he  Itood ;  as  it 
was  moll  likely,  when  her  refufal  was 
reported  to  his  majellv,  (he  would 
be  ordered  for  execution.  She  ftill 
perfiited,  and  was  taken  from  the 
bar  in  llrong  convulfions.  The  be- 
haviour of  fomc  of  the  convids  i)pr>n 
the  above  occniion  was  e\tren;cly 
riotous,  infolent,  and  noifv. 

[P  2]  ■         20th. 
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1  At  Dover,  the  indidment 

preferred    againll    Mr.   An- 

derfon,   for  killing    Mr.  Stephens, 

in  a  duel  at  Marga.te,  was  leturned 

by  the  grand  jury,  ^ot  found. 

j^  Lieut.  King,  of  his  niajefty's 
'  navy,  arrived  yefterday  from 
Harwich  at  the  admiralty,  with 
difpatches  from  Governor  Phillip, 
dated  at  Sydney  Cove,  the  13th  of 
April  laft.  The  colony  had  very 
much  extended  its  agriculture,  ard 
in  particular  the  fpots  laid  out  for 
garden  ground;  but  the  produce 
had  been  rather  fcanty.  Very  to- 
lerable harmony  had  been  prc- 
ferved  among  the  fettlers. 

Dublin,  Dec.  22.  It  is  with  a 
very  fenfible  concern  we  are  ob- 
liged to  announce  to  our  readers  the 
lofs  of  the  Charlemont  packet. 
This  veffel  failed  on  Wednefdav, 
and  h.^d  reached  the  bay  of  Dublin, 
when  flie  was  driven  back  by  a  vio- 
lent ga'e  of  wind ;  not  long  after  a 
large  Weft  Jndiaman  went  to  the 
bottom  with  her  crew  at  the  en- 
trance of  that  harbour.  On  Friday 
the  weather  became  favourable, 
and  the  captain  again  proceeded  to 
fea,  having,  during  this  interval, 
increafed  his  pailengers  to  the  nufn- 
ber  of  about  120.  He  again  had 
nearly  made  the  port  of  Dublin, 
\\  hen  a  fecond  time  he  was  forced  to 
put  back.  By  this  time  the  unea- 
finefs  of  the  people  became  general, 
and  the  cabin  paflengers  were  very 
importunate  with  the  mafter  to 
land  them  at  Holyhead,  although 
he  declared  hlmfelf  imperfedlly  ac- 
quainted with  the  coaft,  and  ex- 
horted them  to  relinquifn  their  in- 
tentions. His  mate,  however,  con- 
fident of  his  own  intimate  know- 
ledge, fucceeded  in  carrying  the 
favourite  point  of  the  paflengers, 
aitd  ihey  accordingly  fleered   thi- 


ther ;  the  confcquences  were  fatal, 
the  mate,  deceived  by  fome  lights, 
millook  his  courfe;  the  veflel  llruck 
on  one  of  the  rock"  which  (kirt  the 
Welch  coaft,  foon  after  went  to 
pieces,  and  fixteen  perfons  only 
efcaped  the  mercilefs  element. 

Among  thofe  providentially  fav- 
ed  is  the  hon.  capt.  Jones,  fon  to 
lord  Ranelagh,  who,  when  the  vef- 
fel  ftruck,  fprang  from  her  on  the 
rock,  and  received  no  injury ; 
through  the  intrepidity  of  this  gen- 
tleman, and  at  an  imm.inent  hazard 
to  himfelf,  a  perfon  belonging  to 
Mr.  Artlty's  company  was  refcued 
from  a  moft  perilous  fituatlon,  be- 
ing caught  by  capt.  Jones  on  the 
return  of  the  wave  which  wafhed 
him  fi-om  the  fame  rock,  on  which 
he  had  alio  leaped  from  the  packet. 

About  twelve  ladies  were  on 
board,  fome  of  whom,  in  expedla- 
tion  of  aOiftance,  and  under  th« 
horrors  of  death  impending  over 
them  in  fo  terrible  a  form,  clung 
round  the  fteward  of  the  ftiip,  who, 
thus  prevented  from  the  poflibility 
of  making  any  efforts  for  his  own 
prefervation,  periflied  in  their  em- 
braces.— Among  other  paflengers 
were  two  Romilh  clergymen,  one  of 
whom  efcaped.  The  captain,  by 
afcer.ding  tlie  flirouds,  was  landed 
in  a  place  of  fafety  on  the  heeling 
of  the  veflel  \.  and  the  mate  has  alfo 
efcaped,  but,  we  are  informed,  is 
imprifoncd,  for  fome  negligence  of 
information,  fatal,  as  is  faid,  to 
manv  who  might  have  been  faved 
on  an  earlier  knowledge  of  the  ftate 
of  the  veflel. 

The  circumftances  of  thofe  who 
uirvlved  this  dreadful  event  (every 
article  but  what  remained  on  their 
backs  being  loft)  were  confiderably 
alleviated  by  the  generous  and  hu- 
mane attention  of  capt.  Jones,  whofe 

bountv 
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bounty  and  benevolence  were  as 
conrpicuous  in  the  hour  of  dillreis, 
as  his  fortitude  was  apparent  in  the 
moment  of  danger. 

,  Between    four     and    five 

^  '  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a 
violent  ilorm  blew  from  the  fouth- 
v'/v-'it,  attended  with  fucceffive  flafncs 
of  lightning,  and  continued  rolls 
of  loud  thunder,  fucceeded  by  heavy 
ihowers  of  hail  and  rain.  Part  of 
the  copper  roofing  of  the  new 
itone  buildings  in  Lincoln's-inn  was 
blown  over  the  Six  Clerks'  office 
into  Chancery-lane,  and  fome  part 
of  it  over  the  roofs  of  the  op- 
pofite  houfes  in  the  lane,  into  a 
yard,  and  part  palled  through  a  gar- 
ret window  of  one  ofthofe  houfes, 
inhabited  by  Mr.  White;  fo  that 
it  mull  have  been  raifed  near  a 
hundred  feet  into  the  air.  Thir- 
teen trees  were  blown  down  in 
Lincoln's-inn  gardens.  A  maid- 
fervant  of  counfcllor  Graham's  was 
killed  in  her  bed,  by  the  falling 
of  allack  of  chimnies,  at  his  cham- 
bers on  the  fouth  fide  of  Lincoln's- 
inn  New-fquare :  his  man-fervynt 
fortunately  efcaped,  by  quitting  his 
bed  on  the  firll  alarm.  Several  trees 
were  blown  down  in  Moorfields, 

Many  houfes  were  unroofed,  and 
others  faltered  confuierably. 

The  high  piles  of  wood  inmoflof 
the  tiinber-yards  round  the  metro- 
polis were  blown  down. 

At  Walthamllow,  a  large  barn, 
feveral  Hacks  of  chimnies,  and  fe- 
Teral  trees  were  blown  down. 

At  Windfor,  the  ilorm  was  very 
dreadful;  the  fcntinels  on  guard 
upon  the  terrace  dcfcribe  the  air  to 
have  been  fo  luminous,  that  they 
could  for  a  minute  fee  at  very 
great  diflances ;  and  inftantly  after  it 
became  dark  Jtn  the  extreme>  with  a 


fmell  refembling  the  frelh  difcharge 
of  cannon. 

The  drivers  on  the  road  from  Sa- 
li/bury,  and  the  paflengers,  corro- 
borate the  teftimony,  that  the  light- 
ning  w:'.s  rather  like  a  ilream  of 
fluid  from  a  glafs-houfe  furnace; 
and  the  horfes  were  fo  generally 
terrified,  that  with  difhtuity  they 
got  on. 

At  Purflect  and  Erith,  which  are 
on  the  oppolite  fides  of  the  river,  a 
few  miles  above  Gravefend,  the  in- 
habitants were  in  one  continued 
alarm  the  greater  part  of  the  night, 
for  fear  of  the  gunpowder  maga- 
zine taking  fire  by  the  continued 
lightnirg. 

At  Harrow- on- the-Hlll  and  St. 
Alban's,  both  elevated  fituations, 
the  eledrical  (hock  was  very  fenft- 
bly  felt,  but  no  milciiief  done; 
though  at  the  latter  the  fire  was 
feen  to  play  through  and  about  the 
abbey  lleeple  in  a  lingular  numnsr. 

As  a  proof  that  tue  Ilorm  was 
as  wide  and  e.vtenfive  as  awefully 
dreadful,  at  Springfield  near  Col- 
cheiler,  the  hail-Hones  were  very 
heavy,  the  lightning  continual,  and, 
wiiii  the  thunder,  refembled  thebe- 
fieging  of  a  fortrefs  by  the  moll 
formidable  enemy. 

At  the  Nore,  a  .Hoop,  that  caft 
anchor  during  the  tempell,  had  her 
fails  torn  from  the  mafls,  but  no- 
body hurt. 

The  fteeple  of  BeckenLam  church 
In  Kent,  a  fpire  built  of  fliingles, 
was  fired,  and  a  part  ddlroyej. 

The  ftiingles  of  the  fpirc  of  Hor- 
fliam  church,  in  Sufiex,  were  fct  on 
fire,  but  were  c.xtinguilhcd  by  tlie 
rain. 

A  hovel  belonging  to  iMr.  Grant, 
of  Towcellcr,  was  blown  down  by 
the  violence  of  the  wind,  by  which 

[^3]  accident. 
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accident,  four  cows  that  \vc  re  under 
it  at  the  time  were  killed.  A  barn 
at  Blifworth  was  likewife  Blown 
down.  Trees  were  blown  up  by 
the  roots,  the  thatch ilripped  offcot- 
tageS;  and  many  chimnies  blown 
down,  in  different  parts  of  the 
country. 

A  very  large  ehu  tree,  by  the  fiue 
of  the  road  about  a  miie  from  Brent- 
wood, was  llruck  down  by  the  liglit- 
ning,  about  two  yards  from  the  bot- 
tom, and  fell  acrofs  the  road,  about 
five  yards  before  the  leaders  of  the 
Ipfvvich  mail  coach.  All  the  horfes 
turned  round,  fnappcd  the  pole, 
everfetthe  coach,  and  tore  the  iiar- 
nefb  to  pieces.  By  the  conlhuftion 
of  the  mail  coach,  the  pailengers 
efcaped  unhurt;  but  the  guard  re- 
ceived a  bruife  in  his  leg. 

1  ne  driver  of  the  Liverpool  ilage- 
coach  was  terribly  fcorched  by  the 
lightning;  ar,(.l  the  dxivcs  of  the 
different  mails  h:;d  the  utmoll  dif- 
ficulty tu  make  their  horfes  keep  the 
road. 

At  Whif^haven,  in  the  night  it 
became  tempelluoi'.s;  the  wind  raged 
dre.lfully;  there  was  much  thunder 
and  Kghtning,  and  a  great  deal  of 
hail  an^  fleet  fell.  Tne  tide  in  the 
harbour  flowed  mucft  earlier  than 
the  U'ual  time,  and  rofe  to  an  allo- 
nifi.ing  height.  Several  of  the 
ihips  -there  were  a  great  number  in 
port)  brvike  adrift  in  the  courft  of 
the  y.i^/^i,  and  many  of  them  were 
damaged,  but  none  nnterially.  The 
profpeft  of  the.fea,  with  the  coming 
■  tide,  was  alarr.ing  beyond  defcrip- 
tion;  the  huee  billows,  chafing 
each  other,  broke  with  irrefill'ble 
fury  over  tne  our.r  works  of  the 
.  harbour,  and  all  was  wliiiened  with 
the  foam. 

Accounts  from  North  Wales  are 
.full  of  melancholy  events.   Trees  in 


fevcral  parts  were  torn   up  by    the 
roots;  and  in  one  place   a  cottage 
was  blown  down,  bv  which  a  man, 
his  wife,  and  four  boys,  were  killed 
in  their  beds.     In  another  place  the 
wind  quite  unrOofed  the  houfe   of  a 
gentleman,  and  blew  the  bell,  &c. 
which  flood  on  his  coach-houfe,  fe- 
veral  yards,  ibattered  the  gable  end 
of  the  llables,  in  which  were  fix  fine 
coach-horfes  and  five  hunters  :  they 
all,  however,  efcaped  unhurt,  except 
two  hunters  that  were  in  the  llafis 
nearert  the  vveil  end,  one  of  which  was 
killed  on  thefpot,  the  other  maimed 
lb  much,  that  it  was    ncceiTary  to 
fhoot  it  immediately.     A  very  fine 
large  hot-houfe,  built  die  laii  fum- 
mer,  was  alfo  entirely  levelled  with 
the  ground;  and  the  gardener,  who 
lived  dole  to  it,  fufiered  very  much, 
fome     bricks,    tiles,     &c.      falling 
through  the  roof  and  top  of  the  bed, 
which  broke  his  left  arm,  andbruifed 
his  thigh  exceedingly. 

The  lldrm  was  feverely  felt  in 
many  parts  of  France.  Several 
houles  at  Dunkirk  were  thrown 
down,  and  much  damage  done 
among  the  (hipping. 

Died,  near  Blarney,  in  the  county 
of  Cork,  in  Ireland,  aged  84,  Oweri 
M'Carthv,  efq.  commonly  called 
Mafier-na-moran,  or  lord  or  mafter 
of  the  principality  of  Moran.  He 
has  left  an  only  fon,  now  governor 
of  Miranda,  and  colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment cf  horfe  in  the  Tortuguefe 
fervice.  The  deceafed  had  1 5  bro- 
thers, 1 3  of  whom  emigrated  for 
bread,  after  lofing  their  eftates  in 
that  kingdom,  and  were  promoted 
to  high  ranks  in  the  different  armies 
of  Fi-ance,  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
Germany. 

At  Arlefcote-houfe,  near    Edge- 
hill,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  Mr. 
Thickneffc,  many  years  high  mafter 
§  of 
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of  St.  Paul's  fcliool,  from  which  em- 
plovmciit  he  had  iviirfd  near 
twenty  years.  He  died  in  the  77th 
vear  of  his  age.  The  mercers 
company  had  fo  great  an  opinion 
of  his  worth,  and.fo  much  gratitude 
for  his  ferviccs,  that  they  would  not 
confent  to  his  refignation,  until  he 
had  named  his  fuccefibr;  and  they 
fettled  upon  him,  during  his  life, 
one  hundred  guineas  a  year.  The 
late  Mr.  Holbcach,  a  bachelor  of 
large  fortune  in  Warwick Inire,  had 
been  Mr.  ThickncHe's  friend  from 
the  time  he  was  upon  the  founda- 
tion at  Winchefter ;  and,  when  he 
refagned  St.  Paul's  fcliool,  tne  good 
old  man  dcfired  him  10  I'ctire  to  a 
wing  of  his  old  manfion-houie,  which 
he  had  left.  Handing  for  that  purpofe 
jiiore  than  fifty  years  before.  When 
Mr.  Tliickne.Oe  arrived  at  this  p'ea- 
jant  remntint  of  hofpitalitv  and 
goodnefs,  fituated  in  the  mic/it  of  a 
noble  park,  ha  found  a  good  fire 
'burning  upon  all  the  hearllis  in  the 
houfe ;  bis  binns  filled  with  wines, 
^nd  an  annuity  upon  his  table,  the 
donation  of  the  generous  owner  : 
but  alas  I  before  the  revolution 
of  one  year,  while  Mr.  Thicknelle 
and  he  were  at  dinner  together,  the 
good  old  man  threw  his  head  back 
jn  his  chair,  and  died  without  a 
groan. 

At  Aldcrwaflcy,  Derbyihirc,  aged 
J  02,  Dorothy  Fletcher. 

At  Carlmywark,  Galloway,  aged 
108,  Jane\'i'alker. 

At  Limerick,  aged  102,  Mrs. 
Magec. 

Near  Donaghadee,  aged  107,  Mr. 
James  Cree. 

At  Utto\eter,  in  StafFordfliire,  ^ 
perfon  of  the  name  of  Raulin,  aged 
32,  nearly  equal  in  weight  to  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Bright,  of  Eflcr, 
viz.  34  Hone.  Th"^g^  ^it  5  ^^'^^ 
^  inches  and  an  half  high.,  he  mca- 


fured    6  feet  4  inches  round    the 
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BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1790. 

Jan.  1.  Lady  Compton,  a  fon  and 
heir. 
21.  Lady  of  Sir  Tho.  Which- 
cote,  bar:.  .    f  11. 
Feb.  9.  Lady  of  Keg.  Pole  Carew, 
eiq.  M.  P.  a  daug.  t^r. 
13.  Lady    Warren,  or  Staple- 

ford-iiall,  a  daughter. 
24-.  Right  non.  lady  Charlotte 
Du.Kias,  a  daughter. 
Lad.  Herb-Tt,  a  daughter. 
Lady   ApUey,  a    fpn   and 
heir. 
March  16.  L.idy  of  fir  John  i*  rede- 
rick,  bart.  Ti  d.iugnter. 
19.  Hon.  Mrs.  Fincii  Hatton, 
a  daughter. 
April  5.  Lady  of  the  bilhop  of  Lin- 
coln, a  fon. 
II.  Lady  vifcount  Falmouth,  a 
fon, 

23.  Lady    of  W.   Baker,    cfq. 

M.  P.  a  daughter, 
Lady  Louvaine,  a  fon. 
Lady  Willoughby  of  Eref- 
by,  a  daughter. 
28.  Lady  of  hon.  colonel  Fane, 
a  fon. 
May  8.  Rt.  hon.  lajy  John  Huflel, 
a  fon.  , 
JO.  Ladv    of   fir    [ohn    Rous, 

bart.  a  daughter. 
21.  At  Paris,   the   duchcfs  of 
Devonlhire,    a    fon    and 
heir. 
Hon.  Mrs.  Cr.ford,  ofNevv 
Park,  a  fon  and  heir. 
?8.  Lady   of  fir  Wm.  Foulis, 
bar:,  a  fon. 
Jqne  14.  Lady  Haddo,  a  fou. 

24.  Lady  of  fir  /Vlcx.  Jarv!s, 

ban.  a  fon. 
[P  4]  ?S.  Lady 
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28.  Lady  of  fir  Geo.  Rumbold, 
bart.  a  fon. 
July  2.  Her     Sicilian    majefty,    a 
prince. 
7.  Rt.  hon.  ladyLouifa  Mac- 
donald,  a  daughter. 
Couruefs    of    Glafgow,    a 
daughur, 

19.  Ladv    cf"    the   right    hon. 

Thomas  Steele,   M.P.   a 
daughter. 

Countefs  of  Caithnefs,  a  fon. 
Aug.  3.  Countefs  of  Harrington,  a 
fon. 
4.  Lady  of  hon.  Lewis  Wat- 
fon,  a  daughter. 

15.  Rt.    hon.    lady    Charlotte 

Lenox,  a  daughter. 

16.  Lady  of  J.  Cox  Hippifley, 

efq.  M.  P.  a  fon  and  heir, 

20.  Lady  of  col.  North,  a  fon. 
Right  hon.  lady  Arden,  a 

daughter. 
Lady  of  Sam.  Smith,  efq. 
M.  P.  a  daughter. 
Sept.  18.  Lady  of  fir  David  Carne- 
gie, bart.  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  fir  John  Ingilby, 
bart.  a  daughter. 
25.  Lady  of  John  Anftruther, 

efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 
30.  Lady  of  hon.  col.  Rodney, 
a  fon. 
Oft.  4.  Countefs  of  Lauderdale,  a 
daughter 
6,  Lady  of  fir  Geo.  A.  W, 
Shuckbu-gh,   baronet,    a 
daughter.' 
S.  Lady  of  fir  Wm.  Cunning- 
ham, bart.  a  fon. 
Lady  Grace  Douglas,   of 
Cavers,  a  fon. 
Lady    of  nr    James    Col- 
quhoun,  ba.i  •.,  a  daughter. 
Rt.  hon.  lady  Charles   So- 
merfet,  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  fir  Henry  Dalli- 
wood,  bart.  a  daughter. 
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Nov.  18.  Countefs  of  Carysfort,  a 

fon. 
Dec.  5.  Lady    of   Geo.    Summer, 
eiq.  M.  P.  a  daughter. 
6.  Rt.  hon.  lady  Stourton,  a 
ion. 
29.  Lady  of  J.  Blackburne,  efq. 
M.  P.  a  fon. 
Right  hon.  lady  Compton, 
a  fon. 
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MARRL'IGLS  for  the  Year  1790. 

Jan.  4.  Duke  of  Dorfet  to    Mifs 
Cope,  eldeil  daughter  of 
lady  Hawkefbury, 
Hon.  Hen.  Fitzroy  to  Rt. 
hon.  lady  Ann  Weftley. 
Hon.   Mr.  Digby  to  Mifs 
Gunning,  one  of  her  ma.^. 
jelly's  maids  of  honour. 
Thomas  Langford  Brooke, 
efq.    of    More,    to    Mifs 
Boughton,  eldert  daughter 
of     fir    Th.    Boughton, 
bart. 
Rev.  J.  Jones,  p.D.  to  the 
dowager  vifcountefs  Afli- 
brook. 
Earl  of  Errol  to  Mifs  Blake, 
eldefl  daughter  of  J.  Blake, 
of     Ardfry,    county     cf 
Galway,  efq. 
Owen  Wynne,  efq.  M.  P. 

to  lady  Sarah  Cole. 
Edw.  Jeron    Rickets,  efq. 
to  the  hon.  Mifs  Twifle- 
ton. 
Feb.      Hon,  John  Spencer  to  lady^ 
Eliz.  Spencer. 
Miles  Sandys,  Efq.  to  Mifs 
Dalrymple,  daughter  of  fir 
J.  Dalrymple,  bart. 
24.  Hen.  Otway,  efq.  to  Mi6 
Cave,  filler  of  fir  Thomas 
Cave. 
Mari;h3.  Hon,  Mr.  Montagu,  fon  of 
vifcount 
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vifcount  Hlnchinbrook,  to 
Mils  .Buckingham. 
J^  5.  John   CTlcralt,  efq.   M.  P. 
to   Mifs   Hale-.,  daughter 
of  fir  Fyni  Hales,  bare. 
22.  Hon.    Ed.   Foley  to   Mifs 

HodgetCs. 
27.  Col.  Frcemantle  to  the  hon. 
Mifj  Ongley. 

In  Italy,  carl  of  Home  to 
Mifs  Coutts. 
iVpril'  Rev,  J.  Eyre  to  Mifs  Char- 
lotte Armytage.,  d.iugjiicr 
of  the  late  fir  George 
Armytage,  bart, 
J 3.  Hon.  Mr.  Townfiiend  to 
the  hon.  Mifs  Southwell. 

William  Elliott,  cldelt  fon 
of  fir  Francis  Elliott,  bait, 
of  Stobbo,  to  Mifs  Rullell. 
24.  Hon.  Henry  Dillon  to 
Mifs  Grant.' 
May.  Co!.  Loftus  to  the  right  hon. 
lady  Eli/,.  Townfliend. 

Ch.  Hoare,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Robinfon,  daughter  of  fir 
Geo.  Robinfon,  bart. 

Edvv.  Hay,  efq.  to  the  hon. 
Mifs  Maria  Murray, 
daughter  of  lord  Elibank. 

Col.  Hotham  to  Mifs  I)\  kc, 
daughter  of  fjr  J.  Di>.on 
Dyke,  bart. 
June.  Hon.  and  Rev.  Arch.  Ham. 
Cathcart  to  Mif^  Fr. 
Henry  Freemanfle. 

Ebcn,  01iphant,efq.  to  Mifs 
Mary  Stirling,  daugJiter 
of  fir  W.  Stirling,  of  Ar- 
dock,  bart. 

Wyndham  Knatchbull,  efq, 
to  Mifs  K-natchbuil,  fif. 
ter  of  fir  Edward  Knatch- 
bull, bart. 

^dw.  Soulhwood  Percival, 
efq.  to  Mifs  Sutton, 
daughter  of  the  late  lord 
Q^o.  Manners  Suttgn. 


Wm.  Hen.  Beauchamp,  efq. 
fon  of  fir  W.  Beauchamp 
Prodtor,  bart.  to  Miis 
Frances  Davis. 

Hen.  Methold,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Eden,  daughter  of  fir  J. 
Eden,  bart. 
July.  Ch.  Yorke,  efq.  M.  P.  to 
Mifs  Harriet  Manning- 
ham. 

Humph.  Prideaux,  efq.  to 
Mifs  St.  Aubyn,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  fir  J.  St. 
Aubyn,  bart. 

Marquis  of  Graham  to  lady 
Caroline  Montagu,  filler 
of  the  duke  of  Manchcf- 
ter. 

W.  P.  Hamond,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Carr,  daughter  of  fir 
Rob.  Carr,  bart. 

Sir   Wm.   V,'.ake,    bart.  to 
Mifs  Sitwell. 
Aug.     Hon.  capt.   Townfhend  to 
Mifs  Gladwyn. 

\Ym.  Trenchard,  efq.  to 
lady  Heiler  Amelia  de 
Burgh,  filler  of  the  mar- 
quis of  Clanricarde. 

Sir  Grithth  Boyntun,  bart. 
to  Mifs  Parkiiurft. 

Hon.  Spencer  Perriva)  to 
Mifs  jane  Wilfon,  daugh- 

>  -  ter  of  f;r  Tho.  Spencer 
Wilfon,  bart. 

Benj.  Jennings,  efq.  to  the 
dow.  vifcountefs  Dudley 
and  Ward. 

Cap.  Ch.  Irvine  to  Mifs 
Diana  Gordon,  daughter 
of  the  late  fir  Alexander 
Gordon  of  LeiTmoor,  bart. 

Sir  Ch.  Afgill,  bart.  to 
Mifs  Jemima  SophiaOgle, 
daughter  of  fir  Chaloner 
Ogle,  bart. 

Jlev.  Str.  Matter  to  Mifs 
£liz. 
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^Eliz.  Mofley,  daughter  of 
iir  John  Parker  Mofley, 
bnrt. 

Kcv.   Mr.  P.ilmer  to  MiTs 
Eliz.  Payne,  daughter  of 
fir  Gillies  Payne,  bart. 
Sept.  4.  James  Lowthcr,  efq.  to  lady 

■  Eliz.  Fane,  filler  of  the 
earl  of  Weftniorland. 
5.  Hon.  Geo.  Annefley,  fon 
of  vifcount  Valentia  to 
the  hon.  IVi  ifs  Anne  Court- 
n.iy. 

Sir  Edward  Hales,  bart.  to 
Mifb  Palmer. 
9.  Hon.    John   Eliot  to   Mifs 
York,  filler  of  the  earl  of 
Hardwicke. 

Dr.  Stewart,  of  Southamp- 
ton, to  lady  Shelley. 
27.Jac.     Bofanquet,     efq.     to 
Mrs.  Grady,  filter  of  fir 
Geo.  Armytage,  bart. 

Peter  Godfrey,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Rowley,  daughter  of  the 
late  fir  Jofliua  Rowley, 
bart. 

Andrew  Stuart,  elq.  M.P. 
to  Mifi  Stirling,  daugh- 
ter of  fir  W.  Stirling,  of 
Ardock,  bart. 

Rowland  Bateman,  efq.  to 
Mifs  Arabella  Denny, 
daughter  of  fir  Barry 
Denny,  bart. 
Ocl.  6w  John  Wigllen,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Lake,daughtcr  of  fir  James 
Winter  Lake,  bart. 

Clirift.  Mufgrave,  efq.  fe- 
cond  fon  of  fir  Philip  Muf- 
grave, to  the  hon.  Mifs 
Archer. 
12.  Earl  of  Donegal]  to  Mifs 
Barbara  Godirey. 

John  Wharton,  efq.  M.  P. 
to  Ivlifs  Sufan  Lambton, 
daughter  of  gen.  Lamb- 
ton. 


Geo.Vefey,  efq.  to  Mifs  La- 
touch,  daughter  of  the 
right  hon.  dow.  Latouch. 

Hon.   John    Colvill,  eldell 

fon   of    lord   Colvill,    to 

Mifs  Ford. 

Nov.     Tho.    Bligh,  efq.    to   lady 

Theodofia  Bligh.    . 

13.  Col.    Couflhiaker    to    the 

hon.  Mifs  Southwell. 
23.  Nich.  Ridley,  efq.  brother 
of  fir  Matthew  Whk.» 
Ridley,  bart.  to  Mifs  Le- 
titja  Atkins. 
Dec.  5.  Capt.Clive  tothe  hon.  Mifs 
Archer. 

Sir  Edw.  Wm.  CroH^ie  to 
Mrs.  Dodd,  daughter  of 
lady  Heiter  Weilenra. 

Wm.  Manfel,  efq.  eldeft  fon 
of  fir  Wm.  Manlel,  bart. 
to  Mifs  Bell. 

Barry  Denny,  efq.  fon  of 
fir  B.  Dennv,  bart.  to 
Mifs  Morireli.' 


PROMOTIONS     for    the 
Year  1790. 

January.  Alaft  Gardner,  efq.  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  commlffioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  high  adr 
miral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
vice  Gower,  refigned. 

Hon.  Mifs  Ju'ia  Digby,  appointed 
one  of  the  maicis  of  honour  to  her 
majefty,  vice  Gunning,  refigned. 

Wm.  Bcllingham,  eiq.  appointed 
one  of  the  commilfioners  in  quality 
of  a  principal  officer  of  his  majelly's 
navy,  vice-  Campbell,  deccafed. 

Francis  Stephens,  efq.  appointed 
a  commiffioner  for  victualling  his 
majefty's  navy,  vice  B'-'Hi'ighanij 
refigned. 

Henry  Hamilton,  efq.  appointe4 
^ovempf 
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governor  aiid  commander  in  chief 
of  ii'ie  Bermuda  or  Somcrs  ifiands, 
vie    Browne. 

Jc  hr.  Major  -  general  Thomas 
Stirling  to  lie  coloue!  of  thv  41  It 
ri'.  iHunt  of  ;";ot,  vice  major-general 
M'lsab,  di-ceafcd. 

The  earl  01  Cheftcrfield  to  be 
joir.t  pollmaiter- general,  vice  the 
earl  of  Weltmorehmd,  lord  h'eut.  of 
Ireland. 

The  right  hon.  Jojin  Charles 
Villieis  to  be  chief  jultic  in  Eyre 
North  of  7   K.-1  .. 

'I'he  hor  Dudley  Ryder  to  be 
comptroiic-i-  of  his  inajeily's  houfe- 
hold,  in  the  room  of  ty.  right  hon. 
John  Charles  "\HIitT?,  rdigncu. 

Gcoro;e  '  Auft,"  effj.  to  be  jfiint 
under  lec.-etary  of  llato  with  Mr. 
Bur:i;e3,  vice  the  hon.  Mr.  Rydf^r. 

March.  Thj  earl  of  Lercelur  :o 
be  m:illcr  of  tne  mint,  vice  the  earl 
of  Cheflerfield  ;  and  vifcount  Fal- 
mouth to  be  captain  of  the  band 
of  gentlemen  peufioners,  vice  the 
carl  of  Leiceuer. 

Earl  Harcourt  to  be  mailer  of  the 


The  right  hon.  Dudley  Ryder,  to 
be  one  of  his  majelly's  commiffion- 
ers  for  the  affairs  of  India. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  member  for  Crick- 
lade,  and  Mr.  iJullcr,  to  be  com- 
miilicncrs  of  excife. 

April.  The  right  hon.  lord  Henry 
John  Spencer,  his  majelly's  fecretary 
oi  embaffy  to  the  ilates-general  of 
the  United  Provinces,  to  the  cha- 
racter of  his  majelty's  miniller  plc- 
nipotentlarv  to  their  hi'^h  mijhti- 

rt'  '  00 

ne.ues. 

James  Duff,  efq.  to  be  his  ma- 
jeity's  confu'  at  Cadiz.  • 

Sir  Al..\andcr  Hood,  to  be  rear 
admiral  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 
room  of  ndnr:;d  Darby,  d'jceafed. 

George  Hammond,  eKj.  to  be  fe- 
cretary of  lei^atiou  at  the  court  of 
Copenhagen. 

Ch..:-}es  Henry  Talbot,  of  Bclfalt, 
«-ivj.  tu  the  digniiy  of  a  baronet  of 
Iri'land. 

The  right  Rev.  Father  in  God 
Lewis  lordbifliop  of  Norwich  tranf- 
la:ed  to  the  lee  of  St.  Afaph. 

June.    Colonel  George  Hotham, 


hfirfc  to  her  majelly,  vice  the  earl     David  Dundas,   Adam  Wiliiamfon, 


of  Waldegrave,  decealed. 

DoL^tor  William  Biack  to  be  firll 
phyfician  to  his  majelly  in  Scot- 
land. 

John  Hunter,  efq..  to  be  furgcon- 
gcneral  of  his  majelly's  forces,  and 
infpedor  of  the  regimental  hofpi- 
tals,  vice  Robert  Adair,  dcceafed. 

Surgeon  Thomas  Kcate,  of  the 
id  reg.  of  foot  guards,  to  be  fur- 
geon  of  Chelfea-hoipital. 

Sir  William  Scott,  to  be  mailer 
of  the  faculties,  in  the  room  of  the 
late  bifliop  of  St.  Afaph. 

Commiflioner  Martin,  of  the 
tlock-yard  at  Porlfmouth,  to  be 
comptroller  of  the  navy,  vice  fir 
Charles  Middleton,  religncd. 


Robert'  Abercromby,  Gerard  Lake, 
Thomas  Mufgrave,  Joleph  Gore- 
ham,  Gulhivus  Guydickens,  j.,;l'u 
Manfell,  George  Morgan,  Alex- 
ander Stewart,  James  Coales,  Ralph 
Dundas,  Richard  Whyte,  Alurcd 
Clarke,  and  James  Hugonin,  to  be 
major-generals  in  the  army. 

Right  hon.  John  James  earl  of 
Abercorn,  to  be  governor  of  the 
counties  of  Donegal  uPid  Tyrone,  in 
Ireland. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Morgan,  A.  M. 
to  the  deanrv  of  his  majeilv's  ca- 
thedral church  of  St.  Patrick,  in 
the  iliocck  of  Ardagh,  in  Ireland. 

The  Rev.  John  Home,  D.  D. 
dcaii  of  Canterbury,  to  the  bi(hop- 

rick 
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rick  of  Norwich,  vice  Dr.  Bagot, 
Uanflatcd  to  St.  Afaph. 

Earl  Gowcr  to  be  his  majelly's 
amboiirador  extraordinary  and  ple- 
jiipotentiary  to  the  moil:  cliriilian 
king-. 

Kight  hon.  George  Granville  Le- 
velon  Earl  Gower,  to  be  one  of  his 
majef^y's  tnoll  hon.  privy  council. 

Charles  Oakeley,  of  Shrewfbury, 
'efq.  to  be  a  baronet  of  the  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain,  and  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body  lawfully  begouen. 

Archibald  Cockburn,  efq.  to  be 
one  of  the  barons  of  his  majefly's 
exchequer  in  Scotland,  vice  the  late 
David  Stewart  Moncrieff:,  efq.  dcT 
ceafed. 

George  Biichan  Hepburn,  efq.  to 
be  judge  of  the  admiralty  court  of 
Scotland,  on  the  rcfignation  of 
Archibald  Cockburn,  efq.  late  judge 
thereof. 

The  right  lion.  George  Henry 
earl  of  Eullon  to  be  lord  lieutenant 
of  tlie  county  of  Suffolk. 

The  right  hou.  James  marquis  of 
Graham  to  be  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Huntingdon. 

The  right  hon.  Philip  earl  of 
Hardwicke  to  be  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Cambridge. 

TJie  Rev.  William  Buller  to  be 
dean  of  Canterbury,  yice  Dr.  John 
Home,  promoted  to  the  bifliopric 
of  Norwich. 

Rev.  Ch.  Harward,  D.  D.  to  be 
dean  of  Exeter,  vice  Dr.  \^'illiam 
Buller,  promoted. 

The  Rev.  Jcfeph  Turner,  D.  D. 
to  be   derm   of  Norwich,    vice   the 
Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Lloyd,  dcceafed. 
The   dignity   of    a    Baron   of  the 

Kingdom  of  Ireland  to  the  fol- 
lowing   perfons    and    their    heirs 

male,  by  the   names,  lliles,  and 

litle;^  under  mentioned,  viz. 

T)ic   Faght  R/.M.'.  William  Cecil 


Pcry,  D.  D.  bifliop  of  Limerick, 
^rdfert,  and  Aghdadoe,  baron 
Glentworth,  of  Mrdlow,  in  Cork. 

Mrs.  Margaretta  Eoitcr,  wife  of 
the  right  hon.  John  Poller,  baronels 
Oriel,  of  CoUon,  in  Louth ;  and  to 
the  heirs  male  of  her  body  lawfully 
begotten  by  the  faid  jolm  Fofter, 
the  dignity  of  baron  Oriel,  of  Col- 
Ion  aforefaid. 

Right  hon.  George  Agar,  baron 
Callan,  of  Callan,  in  Kilkenny. 

Robert  Dillon,  of  Clonbrock,  in 
Galway,  efq.  baron  Clonbrock,  ot 
Clonbiock  aforefaid. 

James  Alexander,  of  Caledon,  ia 
Tyrone,  efq.  baron  Caledon,  of  Ca- 
ledon aforelaid. 

The  dignity  of  a  Baron  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
feveral  Noblemen  and  Gentle- 
men following,  and  the  heirs 
male  of  their  refpcdive  bodies 
lawfully  begotten,  by  die  names, 
ftiles,  and  titles  under  mentioned, 
viz. 

The  right  hon.  Arthur  earl  of 
Donegall,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, baron  Fifnerwick,  of  Filher- 
wick,  in  Statfordlhire. 

I'he  right  hon.  James  earl  of  Fife, 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  baron 
of  Fife,  in  the  county  of  Fife. 

The  right  hon.  James  Bucknall 
Grimilon,  vifcount  Grimllon,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  baion  Veru- 
1am,  of  Gorhambury,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford. 

The -right  hon.  Conftantine  John 
lord  Mulgrave,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  baron  Mulgrave,  of  Mul- 
grave, in  Yorkfhire. 

Archibald  Douglas,  efq.  baron 
Douglas,  of  Douglas,  in  the  county 
of  Lanerk  ;  and 

Edwin  Lafcellcs,  efq.  baron 
Harewood,  of  Harewood,  in  Vork- 
ftiire. 

Rt. 
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Rt.  rev.  I>r.  George  Lewi,  fones, 
bilhop  of  Kilniore,  tranflated  to  the 
biihoprlck  of  Kikiare,  and  to  hold 
the  deanry  of  Chriil  Church:.  Bab- 
Hn,  in  coinmendam,  vice  Jackfon,  de» 
ceafed. 

Rt.  rev.  William  Forter,  bifliop 
of  Cork  and  Rofs,  tranflated  to 
Kilmorc,  vice  Jones. 

Rev.  William  Bennet,  D.  D.  pro- 
moted to  the  bilhoprick  of  Cork 
and  Rofs. 

Right  hen.  William  Pitt,  elefted 
high  Iteward  of  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  vice  earl  Hardwicke, 
deceafed. 

July.  Rev.  Combe  Miller,  M.  A. 
appointed  dean  of  the  cathedral 
church  of  Chichelter,  vice  Harward, 
rtfigned. 

John  Orde,  efq.  governor  of  the 
ifland  of  Dominica,  and  captain  in 
the  royal  navy,  created  a  baronet. 

Henry  James  Pye,  efq.  appointed 
poet  laureat  to  his  majelty,  vice 
Warton,deceafed. 

Paul  Deugenan,  efq.  LL.  D.  to 
be  king's  advocate  in  the  court  of 
admiralty  in  Ireland. 

John  Sylverter,  efq.  to  be  com- 
mon i'erjeant  of  the  city  of  London. 

Auguil.  Jicv.  Mr.  Winltanley, 
of  Hertford  College,  Oxford,  ap- 
pointed Camden  profelibr  of  an- 
ticnt  hillory  ;  vice  Warton,  de- 
ceafed. 

64th  regiment  of  loot.  ?vTajor- 
peneral  John  Leland  to  be  colonel, 
vice  lieut.  gen.  Pomeroy,  deceafed. 

Lieut,  col.  Oliver  De  Lancey,  of 
the  17th  regiment  of  (light)  dra- 
goons, to  be  deputy  adjutant-gen. 
of  the  forces  in  South  Britain,  vice 
major-general  Williamfon,  promoted 
to  the  command  of  the  47th  regi- 
ment. 

47th  regiment  of  foot.  Major- 
general  Adam  WillianifoH  to  be 
colonel,  vice  Guy  lorvi  Dorcliekor. 


Lieut,  col.  James  Moncrief,  of 
the  corps  of  royal  engineers,  to  be 
deputy  quarter -mafter- general  of 
his  majelty's  forces,  vice  major- 
general  William  Roy,  deceafed, 

Charles  Henry  Frafer,  efq.  to  be 
his  majdty's  minifter  plenipoten- 
tiary, to  the  circle  of  Lower  S.ix- 
ony,  and  refidcrlt  with  the  Hanfe 
'I'owns,  vice  Emanuel  Mathias,  efq. 
deceafed. 

William  Hanbury,  efq.  to  be  his 
majefty's  agent  conful  in  the  circle 
of  Lower  Sa\«ny,  and  the  free  cities 
of  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  and  Lubeck. 
Achniralty  Ojfice,  Sept.  2  J . 
This  day,  in  purfuance  of  tht; 
king's  pleafure,  the  following  fbtr- 
officers  of  his  majefty's  fieet  we're 
promoted,  x'lz. 

Sir  Edward  Hughes,  K.  B,  [ohn 
Evans,  and  Mark  Milbanke,  cfqrs. 
vice  admirals  of  the  white,  to  be 
vice  admirals  of  the  red. 

Thomas  Graves,  Robert  Digby, 
and  Benjamin  Marlow,  efqrs.  and 
fir  Alexander  Hood,  K.  B.  vice- 
admirals  of  tiie  blue,  to  be  vice-ad- 
mirals of  the  white. 

Sir  Richard  Hughes,  knt.  John 
Elliott,  .^nd  William  Hotham,  efqr^. 
rear-admirals  of  tue  red,  and  Jofeph 
Peyton,  efq.  rear-admiral  0/  the 
white,  to  be  vice-admirals  of  the 
blue. 

John  Carter  Allen,  efq.  fir 
Charles  Middlcton,  and  fir  John 
Laforey,  barts.  ^  John  Dalrvmple, 
ti(.\.  Herbert  Sawyer,  efq.  fir  Rich. 
King,  knt.  and  Jonathan  Faulknor, 
efq.  rear-admirals  of  the  white,  to 
bu"  rear-admirals  of  the  red, 

Phillip  Affleck,  efq.  fir  Richard. 
Bickerion,  bart.  the  hon.  }.  Lcvc- 
fon  Ciovver,  fir  John  lerv.:,,  K.  H. 
and  Adam  Duncan,  efq.  rear-adnii- 
rali  of  the  blue,  to  be  rear-adniiral<i 
of  the  white. 

The  tollowing  captains  were  alTo 
appoinicU 
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jippointed  flag-officers  of  his  ma- 
jel'ty's  fieet,  viz. 

Richard  Braithwaite,  and  Pi^)!- 
lips  Colliy,  el'qrs.  to  be  rear-admirals 
of  the  white. 

Tiicmas  Fitzherbert,  Samuel  Cor- 
niih,  John  Erifbane,  John  Houlton, 
Charles  Wooifelcy,  Charles  Inglis,- 
and  Sam.  Cranllon  Goodall,  efqrs. 
to  be  rear-admirals  of  the  blue. 

And  the  following  further  pro- 
motions of  fea-officers  have  alfo 
been  made,  viz. 

Twenty  mailers  and  command- 
ers, taken  from  the  liil  of  thofe  who 
were  made  before  the  end  of  1782, 
to  be  poll  captains, 

Twentv  lieutenants,  taken  from 
the  lill  of  thole  who  were  made  be- 
fore the  end  of  1780,  to  be  mailers 
and  commanders. 

Twenty  midlhipmen,  formerlv 
appointed  lieutenants  by  command- 
ers in  chief,  which  r.ppointment,  from 
particular  circumllances,  could  not 
be  confirmed,  to  be  lieutenants. 

Oftober.  Tiie  dignity  of  a  mar- 
quis of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
saln,  to  the  right  hon.  John  James 
Hamilton,  earl  of  Abcrcorn,  and  the 
heirs  male  of  his  body  lawfully  be- 
gotteo,  by  the  name,  llyle,  and  title 
of  marquis  of  Abercorn. 

The  hon.  capt.  Keith  Stewart  to 
the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue 
i'quadron  of  his  majelly's  fleet. 

John  Cowflade,  eiq.  to  be  gentle- 
man uflier  of  the  privy  chamber  to 
her  majefl:y,  vice  the  late  general 
Wynyard ;  John  Smith,  efq.  to  be 
gentleman  ulber  daily  waiter,  vice 

John   Cowflade,  efq. ;  and — 

Molefworth,  efq.  to  be  gentleman 
uQier  quarter  waiter,  vice  John 
Smith,  efq. 

The  right  hon.  John  Charles  Vll- 
liers  to  be  warden  and  chief  jufi:ice 
in  eyre  of  all  his  majelly's  forclts, 
parJis,  chaces,  ajid  warrens  beyond 


Trent,  vice  the  right  hon.  George 
Evelyn,  vifcount  Falmouth. 

Lieutenant  -  general  fir  Robert 
Boyd,  K.  B.  to  be  governor  of  Gib- 
raltar, vice  right  hon.  general  lord 
Heathficld,  deceafed ;  and  major- 
general  fir  Flenry  Calder,  bai  c.  to  be 
Heut.  governor  of  Gibraltar,  vice 
lieut.  gei^.  fir  Robert  Boyd. 

The  right  hon.  Dudley  Ryder  to 
be  prefidcut  of  the  committee  of 
privy  council  appointed  for  the 
ciMiiideriition  of  all  matters  relating 
to  trade  and  foreign  plantations, 
in  the  abfence  of  the  right  hon. 
Charles  lord  Hawkelbury. 

Lord  vifcount  Went'.vorth  to  be 
one  of  the  lords  of  his  majelly's 
bed-chamber. 

Jofliua  Johnfon,  efq.  to  be  con- 
ful  for  the  united  ilates  of  Ame- 
rica at  the  port  of  London,  and  the 
places  adjacent. 

Novem.  Right  hon.  Henry  baron 
Digby,  created  vifcount  Colefliill, 
county  of  Warwick,  and  earl  of 
Dighv,  county  of  Lincoln. 

Right  hon.  Algernon  Percy,  lord 
Louvaine  and  b.iron  of  Alnwick, 
created  earl  of  Beverley,  in  the 
county  of  York. 

Right  hon.  William  Hall  Gage, 
vifcount  Gage  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  and  baron  Gage  of  Firle,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  creat- 
ed baron  Gage  of  Highmeadows, 
count\' of  Glouceller ;  with  remain- 
der to  his  nephew,  Henry  Gage,  efq. 

Right  hon.  William  Wyndham 
Grenville,  created  baron  Grenville, 
of  Wotton  under  Bernewood,  in  the 
county  of  Buckingham. 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Montrofe, 
appointed  mailer  of  the  horfe  to  the 
king,  vice  the  duke  of  Montagu, 
deceafed. 

Decem.  Geo.  Hammond,  efq.  ap- 
pointed fecretary  of  embalfy  at  the 
court  of  Madrid. 

Francis 
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Francis  Drake,  efq.  appointe-d 
fccretary  of  legation  at  the  court 
of  Copenhagen.  ^ 

George  Auguftus  Frederick  Lake, 
eftj.  appointed  one  of  the  pages  of 
honour  to  the  prince  of  Wales. 

Alex.  Shaw,  efq.  appointed  licut. 
governor  of  the  lile  of  Man,  vice 
I)a\vf>.;n,  rcfigncd. 

His  royal  highr.efs  prince  Wil- 
liam Hcni  V  duke  of  Clarence,  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral 
of  the  blue. 


DEATHS  for  the  Year  J  790. 

Jan.  At  Lyons,  fir  Wm.  Mere- 
dith, bart.  He  was  elei^ed  a  repre- 
fentative  in  parliament  for  Wigaii 
in  1755,  and  for  Liverpool  in  1762. 
In  1764.  he  was  appointed  a  lord 
commiiiioner  of  the  admiralty,  which 
he  refjgned  the  year  following,  on 
the  difmiflion  of  the  marquis  of 
Rockingham.  In  1768,  he  was 
again  elecled  for  Liverpool,  and 
\vas  afterwards  appointed  comp- 
troller of  the  houfehold,  from 
which  office  ^e  was  difmifled  fcve- 
ral  years  before  his  death. 

At  his  feat  at  Killrudery,  crvmtv 
of  Wicklow,  the  right  hon.  .Anthony 
Brabazon,  earl  of  Meath.  He  was 
born  in  February,'  1721  ;  married, 
1,758,  Grace,  daughter  of  Jn.  Leigh, 
el'q.  of  Rofs  Garland,  county  of 
Wexford,  and  had  ilTue  four  Tons 
and  fix  daughters.  His  third  fur- 
vjving  (on,  William,  lord  Ardee, 
born  1769,  lately  elefted  knight  of 
the  lliire  for  the  county  of  Dublin, 
fuccecds  him  in  his  honours  and 
ellates. 

Feb.  In  her  3  2d  year,  lady  Hof- 
kyns,  wife  of  fir  Hungerford  Hof- 
kyns,  bart.  only  daughter  of  Edwin 


Francis    Stanhope,    efq.    groom    of 
the  chambers  to  her  majeily. 

Geo.  Darby,  efq.  rear-admiral  of 
England,  and  an  elder  brother  of 
the  Trinity-houfe,  in  which  he  is 
iucceeded  bv  the  right  hon.  William 
Pitt. 

March.  Aged  near  60,  of  a  fe- 
ver and  Hone  in  his  bladder.  Dr. 
Samuel  Hallifax,  bifhop  and  arch- 
deacon of  St.  Afaph,  to  which  fee 
he  was  tranflated  from  Gloucellcr, 
in  March,  17S9. — He  was  a  prelate 
of  great  knowledge,  and  of  great  a- 
bility;  an  incomparable  ci\ilian,and 
an  extremely  acute  public  fpeaker. 
His  fermons  at  bifhop  Warhurton's 
ledures  and  other  writings  are  much 
efteemed,  and  are  written  with  great 
elegance  of  fiyle,  as  well  as  with 
much  profundity  of  thinking. 

Sir  John  Coghill,  bart.  of  Cog- 
hill-hall,  in  tlie  county  of  York. 

In  his  19th  year,  Mr.  Richard 
Green,  of  Minl^erley. 

At  Cambro,  in  Scotland,  fir 
Charles  Erfkine,  bart. 

At  Lelnlter-houfe,  Dublin,  ladv 
Augurta  Fitzgerald,  youngelld;iugh- 
ter  off   the  duke  of  Leinller. 

Right  Rev,  Dr.  Ch.  Jackfon, 
lord  bifhop  of  Kildare. 

i\p!il.  Charlotte  Countefs  of 
Fauconberg.  She  was  daughter  of 
the  late  fir  Mattliew  Lambe,  bart. 
and  filter  of  the  prefent  lord  Mel- 
bourne; 'and  was  married.  May  29, 
1766,  to  Henry  earl  Fauconberg, 
by  whom  Ihe  had  four  daugh- 
ters, > 

Sidi  Mahomet,  emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco. Whilll  taking  the  air  ou 
horfeback,  he  was  fei/.ed  with  a 
pain  near  his  heart;  and  a  fiorm 
fuddenly  arifing,  he  called,  with 
fome  exertion,  for  his  co.nch;  uas 
placed  in  it,   and  inflantly  expired, 

'  Hi. 
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His  remains  have  been  (lepofited  in  May.    At  hishoufeinSt.  JjimesV 

one  of  the  towers  of  Rabat.     His  fquare,  the  right  hon.  Pliilip  Yorke, 

Ion  Muli  el  Zezid  was,  on  the  i  5th,  earl  of  Hardwicke,  vifcountRoyllon, 

proclaimed  emperor  in  his    room  ;  and  lord  Hardwicke,  one  of  the  tel- 

and,  as  it  is  faid,  began  his  reign  lers  of  his  majeftv's  exchequer,  lord 

with  wreaking  his  vengeance  on  the  lieutenant  and  cultos   rotulorum  of 

ispanilh  conful,  to  whom  he  has  be-  the  county  of  Cambridge,  and  high 

haved  with  unexampled  feverity.  ftevvard  of  that  univerfity,  a  trullee 

The  hon.  Mrs.  Wallingham,  re-  of  tlie  Biitifli  Mufeum,  LL.  D. 
}\t\  of  the  late  hon.  commodore  F.R.S.  London,  and  F.S.A.  of 
Robert  Boyle  Walfmgham,  who  was  Scotland.  His  lord ihip  was  born  Dec. 
loll  in  the  Thunderer  man  of  war,  20,  N.S.  1720,  and  fucceeded  his 
fome  years  ago.  She  was  the  father,  the  late  lord  chancellor  Hard- 
daughter  and  coheirefs  of  fir  Charles  wicke,  in  March  1764.  The  titles, 
Hanbury  Williams,  K.B.  and  of  the  and  fuch  parts  of  the  eftate  as  de- 
lady  Frances,  daughter  of  the  late  fccnded  from  the  chancellor,  are 
carl  Coningfby.  devolved    on    P.hilip    Yorke,    efq. 

At  Munich, in  her 68th  year,  after  eideft  fon  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles 

two  days  ilinefs,  her  ferene  highnefs  Yorke,     During    his    refidence  in 

the    duchefs    dowager  of    Bavaria,  Bennet  college,  a  work  was  under- 

Vvidovv  of  duke  Clement.  taken    by   his   lordfhip,  afiifted    bv 

Right  hon.  Hugh    lord  Mafley,  fome   of  his  contemporaries,   inti- 

fon  of  Hugh,  created  lord  MaiTey  tuled,    "  The   Athenian    Letters ;" 

1776.     He  married  Catherine,  eld-  and  though  it  has  not  hitherto  been 

elt  daughter  of  Fdvv.  Taylor,  efq.  printed  with  a  view  to  publication, 

of  Ballynort,    1760,    by  whom    he  yet  it  has  been  circulated  amongll 

had  ifTue  three  fons  and  fjur  daugh-  fo   many  of  his   lordfhip's    friends 


ters,  and  fucceeded  his  father    in 
1788. 

At  R-cHellan,  county  of  Corke, 
the  countefs  of  Orkney  and  inchi- 


and  acquaintance,  that  it  is  well 
known  as  a  work  of  confiderable 
merit.  Fie  publilhed  the  Corre- 
fpondence  of  Sir  Dudley  Carleton, 


qum.     She  was  the  grand-daughter  embiifiador    to    the    ftates    general 

of  George  the   firll  earl,   who  was  during  the  reign  of  James  L  and 

the  fifth  fon  of  William  and   Anne  prefixed  to  it  an  hiftorical  preface, 

duke  and  duchefs  of  ILamilton,  and  containing  an  account  of  the  many 


field-marlhal  of  his  majefty's  forces. 
Both  this  lady  and  her  mother  mar- 
ried earls  of  Inchiquin.  Neither 
of  them  having  male  ifTue,  the  titles 
of  Orkney  have  ever  gone  to  fe- 
males. The  prefent  countefs  is 
married  to  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  (bro- 
ther to  the  marquis  of  Lanfdowne), 
who  has  a  fon,  now  vifconnt  Kirk- 
wall, and  the  firft  heir  male  of  the 
family. 

At  Brillol,  the  hon.  Mifs  Elizab. 
Hewitt,  youngell  daughter  of  the 
late  lord  chancellor  of  Ireland. 


important  negociations  tnat  were 
carried  on  during  that  interefling 
period.  In  1779  he  publifhed  two 
volumes  of  ftate  papers,  feledled 
from  the  colledlions  at  the  Paper- 
ofiice  and  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  as 
well  a?  from  his  own  valuable  goI- 
leclion. — His  lordfhip  was  married, 
in  May  1 7+1,  to  Jemima,  daughter 
of  the  late  earl  of  Breadalbane,  who 
inherited  from  her  grandfather,  the 
late  duke  of  Kent,  eftates  in  the 
counties  of  Bedford,  Efiex,  and 
Wiltlhire,  and  the  antient  baronies 

of 
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of*  Lucas  and  Crud'.vell.  The  title 
of  marquis  of  Grey,  which  was  con- 
ferred upon  t!)e  duke  of  Kent,  with 
remainder  to  hiseldellgrand-uaugh- 
ter,  and  her  heirs-ma!e,  will  now 


nell.  The  barony  of  Montagu  of 
Bougliton  comes  to  lorH  Henry 
Montagu  Scott,  fecond  Ton  of  the 
duke  of  Buccleugh,  who  is  married 
to  tlie  late  duke's  only  daughter.— 


become  extinft;  but  the  barony  of  Hi  grace  was  bcrn  July  26,  1712, 
Lucas  (being  limited  to  heirs  g?ne-  and  fuccc'eded  his  father,  the  late 
ral)  will  deicend,  upon  the  death  of    earl  of  Cardigan,  in  1723.    He  was 


the  marchionefs  Grey,  to  her  eldeil 
daughter,  lady  Amabell  Polwarch, 
widow  of  lord  PoUvarth.  His  lord- 
Ihip's  per^jnal  property,  and  the 
eftates  of  the  duke  of  Kent,  will 
devolve'  upon  his  immediate  de- 
fcendants. 

Lately,  the  right  hen.  Stephen 
Moore,  earl  and  vifcount  Mountca- 
fhell,  baron  Kilwoith,  and  one  of  his 
majelty's  moft  honourable  privy 
council.  His  lordfliip  married,  in  the 
month  of  June,  1769,  lady  Helen 
Rawdon,  fecond  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Moira,  by  whom  he  had 
iRue  Stephen  lord  Kil worth  (now 
earl  of  Mountcafhell),  born  March 
9,  1770,  at  prefent  on  his  travels  ; 
as  al(b  two  other  fons,  John  and 
William,  born  in  1772  and  1775, 
and  a  daughter,  lady  Helen,  born 

in  1773; 

At  his  hoi-.c;  in  privy-gardens, 
George  MoiTtagu  duke  of  Monta- 
gu, marquis  Monthermer,  earl  of 
Cardigan,  baron  Erudenell  of  Stan- 
ton Wivil,  and  baron  Montagu  of 
Bougluon,  mnfter  of  the  horle  to 
the  king,  governor  and  captain  of 
Wiudfor  Caille,  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Huntingdon,  prefi- 
dent  of  St.  Luke's  Hofpital,  vice- 
prehdent  of  St.  George's  Hofpita', 
and  prt-fident  of  the  Ibciety  for  the 
encouragement  of  arts,  F.  R.  S.  ba- 
ronet, and  knight  of  the  moll  noble 
orders  of  the  garter  and  bath. 
Dying  without  male  iflue,  the  duke- 
dom and  marquifate  become  ex- 
tinct. The  earldom  of  Cardigan 
defccnds  to  his  brother,  lord  Brudc- 
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created  duke  of  Montapu,  and 
marquis  Monthermer,  in  1760.  On 
July  7,  1730,  he  married  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  duke  of  Montagu, 
who  died  in  1775,  ^Y  ^^hom  he 
had  ifiiae  John  marquis  of  Monther- 
mer, who  was  created  baron  Mon- 
tagu of  Boughtonin  1762,  and  died 
April  II,  1770,  unmarried;  and 
Elizabeth,  the  p'refer.t  duchefs  of 
B^ccleuo-h. 

o  ^ 

June.  In  his  66th  year,  right 
hon.  J.  Pomeroy,  lieutenant-general 
of  his  majefty's  forces,  colonel  of 
the  64th  regiment  of  foot,  of  which 
he  was  commander  24  years,  M.  P. 
in  the  prelent  Irifh  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Trim,  and  one  of 
his  majeily's  moft  honourable  privy 
council. 

At  his  houfe  in  Portman-fq'aare, 
of  a  pleurify  in  his  fide,  his  excel- 
lenc)  the  count  de  Lucchefi,  envoy 
extraordinary  from  the  king  of  Na- 
ples to  our  court,  whicn  office  he 
had  fiiied  feme  years.  His  re- 
mains were  interred  in  the  burying- 
ground  at  Pancras,  with  the  ufual 
Roman  Catholic  ceremonies.  All 
the  foreign  ambalTadors,  miniilers, 
and  envcvs,  went  in  procefHon  ;  the 
duke  of  L  -eds's  coach  and  f-rvants 
followed  the  heaife,  the  former  in 
their  full  livery;  but  his  grace  was 
not  there,  on  account  of  public  bu- 
finefs. 

Maria  Therefa,  countefs  of  II- 
chclter. 

Ju!v.  At  Calcutta,  the  fon  of 
fir  Ed'.  Aftley,  bart. 

In  Dublin, Mrs.  Molyneux,  filler 

[^  of 
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fir  Capel  Moly 


of  the  right  hon 
neu.Y,  hart. 

Hon.     Mif)     riti:gihbon,    eldell 
daughter  of  the  lord  chaiicellvr. 

At  his  chateau  at  Aix-hi-  Chapelle, 
of  a  fecond  Itroke  of  the  palfy,  in 
Jiis  73d  year,  the  right  hon.  Geo. 
Augullus  EHott,  lord  Heathfield, 
K.  B.  governor  of  Gibraltar,  and 
colonel  of  the  iqth  regiment  of 
light  dragoons. — He  was  born  in 
1 71 8;  and  received  the  firft  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  under  a  pri- 
vate tutor,  and  at  an  early  time  of 
Jife  was  fent  to  the  univerfity  of 
Leyden,  where  he  made  confider- 
able  progrefs  in  claflical  learning, 
and  fpoke  with  fiuencyand  elegance 
the  German  and  French  languages. 
Being  dffigned  for  a  military  life, 
he  was  fent  from  thence  to  the  cele- 
brated Ecole  Royale  du  Genie  Mi- 
litaire,  at  La  Fere  in  Picardy, 
where  he  laid  the  foundation  of 
what  he  fo  confpicuoully  exhibited 
at  the  defence  of  Gibraltar.  In 
1735,  ^^  became  a  volunteer  in  the 
z^d  regiment  of  foot,  or  Royal 
Welch  Fuzileers,  and  foon  after 
was  admitted  into  the  engineer 
corps  at  Woolwich ;  from  whence 
he  purchafed  the  adjutancy  of  the 
2d  troop  of  horfe  -  grenadiers,  in 
.which  he  became  a  captain  and 
major,  as  well  as  lieutenant-colonel, 
when  he  refigned  his  commiffion  as 
an  engineer.  In  1759  he  quitted 
the  horfe-guards,  and  was  feleded 
to  raife,  form,  and  difcipline  the  ill 
regiment  of  light-horfe,  which  bore 
his  name.  Having  gone  through 
.various  departments  in  different  fer- 
vices  with  the  greaiell  marks  of 
bravery  and  military  knowledge,  in 
1775  he  wds  appointed  commander 
in  chief  in  Ireland,  which  he  foon 
relinquilhed,  and  v/as  appointed  to 
the  command  of  Gibraltar,  in  a  for- 
tunate hour  for  the  fafcty  of  that  im- 


portant fortrefs;  where  he,  bv  a  cool 
and  temperate  demeanour,  main- 
tained his  (lation  for  three  years  of 
conftant  inveitment,  in  which  all  the 
powers  of  Spain  wci^  employed, 
and  where  he  never  fpent  his  am- 
munition in  ufelefs  parade,  but  feiz- 
ed  on  the  proper  moment,  with  the 
keenell  perfpedion,  to  make  his  at- 
tack with  fuccefs,  which  ever  crown- 
ed his  endeavours.  All  the  eyes  of 
Europe  were  on  this  garrifon;  and 
his  conduft  as  juftly  exalted  him  to 
the  molt  elevated  rank  in  the  mili- 
tary annals  of  the  day.  On  his  re- 
turn to  England,  the  gratitude  of 
the  Britiili  fenate  was  as  forward  as 
the  public  -".oice  in  giving  him  that 
dillinguilhed  mark  hi^  merit  de- 
ferved,  to  which  his  majelly  was 
pleafed  to  add  that  of  the  peerage, 
by  the  title  of  lord  Heathfield,  baron 
Gibraltar,  on  June  14,  1787,  and 
permitting  his  lordfhip  to  take  alfo 
the  arms  of  the  fortrefs  he  had  fo 
bravely  defended,  to  perpetuate  to 
futarity  his  noble  conduct.  —  He 
married  Anne,  daughter  of  fir  Fran- 
cis Drake,  of  Devonlhire,  and  had 
by  her  (who  died  in  1769)  Francis 
Auguftus,  now  lord  Heathfield,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  the  6th  regiment 
of  horfe. 

Lady  Anne  Paterfon,  relid  of 
fir  John  Paterfon,  bart.  of  Eccles, 
near  Kelfo,  and  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  IVIarchmont. 

Sir  Tho.  Geo.  Shipwith,  bart.  the  . 
title   is  fuppofed   to   defcend    to    a 
relation  in  Virginia. 

Sir  Peter  Hcyman,  bart.  of  So- 
merfield,  Kent.  He  was  formerly  in 
the  navy;  and  at  the  age  of  17 
married  Mifs  Kempe,  daughter  and 

fole  heirefs  of Kempe,  efq.  of 

Plymouth,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children,  who,  as  well  as  his  lady, 
?TC  long  fince  dead ;  and  he  leaving 
no  lirue,  the  title  devo.ves  to  the 
t  Rev. 


C  H  R  O  N 

kcv.  Henry  Pixe  Heyman,  M.  A.  of 
Canterbury,  fellow  of  Emanuel  col- 
ledge,  Cambrid8;c,  grandfon  of  his 
father's  fecond  brother. 

Augull  4.  In  the  87th  year  of 
his  age,  the  rigfht  honourable  Fran- 
cis North,  earl  of  Guildford,  lord 
North  and  Guildford,  treafurer  to 
the  queen's  houiehold,  high  fteward 
of  Banbury,  and  a  vice-prefiJent  of 
St.  George's  hofpital.  His  lordfhip 
was  born  April  13th,  lyo.].,  and  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father  in  1729,  as  lord 
Guildford :  Odober  31ft,  1734,  he 
fucceeded  to  the  title  of  lord  North, 
by  the  death  of  William  lord  North 
and  Grey ;  and  on  March  8th,  1752, 
was  created  earl  of  Guildford.  His 
lordfhip  married,  June  i6th,  1728, 
Lucy,  daughter  of  George  earl  of 
Halifax,  by  which  lady,  who  died 
May  7th,  1734,  he  had  ifl'ue  Fre- 
derick, the  prelent  lord  North  (now 
earl  of  Guildford),  who  was  born 
April  13th,  1732.  By  his  fecond 
lady,  relift  of  George  lord  vifcount 
Lewifnam,  and  only  daughter  of  fir 
Arthur  Kaye,  of  Woodfome  in  York- 
fhire,  bart.  he  had  three  daughters, 
whom  he  furvived,  and  a  fon.  Brown- 
low,  born  in  July,  174I,  the  prefent 
bifhop  of  Wincheller.  His  fecond 
lady  died  April  21ft,  1745;  ^^^  ^^ 
June,  1751,  his  lordlhip  married 
Anne,  relict  of  Lewis  Watfon,  earl 
of  Rockingham,  u  ho  died  without 
iffue  in  December,  1776. 

Katherine,  countefs  dowager  of 
Plymouth,  relift  of  Other  Lewis, 
4th  earl,  to  whom  Ihe  was  married 
in  1750.  She  was  eldeft  daughter 
of  Thomas  lord  Archer,  by  whom 
fhe  had  twelve  children. 

13.  At  Kirklees,  the  feat  of  fir 
George  Armitage,  bart.  his  lady, 
eldeft  daughter  of  lord  Suffield. 

Lady  Mawbey,  wife  of  fir  Jofeph 
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Mawbey,  bart.  She  wss  the  daug.';- 
ter,  and  (on  the  death  of  her  b.o- 
ther,  Jofeph  Pratt,  efq.  in  1766) 
jielrefs  of  Richard  Pratt,  efq.  of 
Vauxhall,  in  the  county  of  Surrey. 

In  Dublin,  lady  Elaney,  mother 
of  the  countefo  of  Clermont. 

Sept.     The  countefs  of  Claren- 
don. 

Archibald  lord  vifcount  Gosford, 
baron  Gosford,  of  Market  rill,  ba- 
ronet of  Nova  Scotia,  and  one  of 
his  mr-tjefty's  molt  honourable  privy 
council.     His  lordihip  was  born  in 
the  year   1718,   and  chofen  M.  P. 
for  the  univerfity  of  Dublin  in  1741. 
He  fucceeded  his  father,  the  iate  iir 
Arthur  Achefon,  in  title  and  eftate 
in  1748.     In  1761,  he  was  chofen 
to  reprefent  the  county  of  Arinagh; 
and  in    1770,  daring   the  admini- 
ftration  of  lord  Townfend,  he  was 
made  a  privy  counfellor.    On  July 
20,  1776,  he  was  advanced  to  the 
peerage,  by  the  title  of  baron  Gos- 
ford, of  Market-hill ;    and   in   the 
year    1785    was    created    vifcount 
Gosford.  —  In    1740    he    married 
Mary,  youngell  daughter  of  John 
Richardfon,  efq.  ofRichill,  county 
of  Armagh ;  and  by  her  ladylhip, 
who  is  Itill  living,  he  has  left  tne 
following  furviving  iffue :  one  fon, 
the  hon.  Arthur  Achefon,  member 
in  the  prefent  parliament    for   the 
borough  of  Old  Leigldin,  and  now 
lord    vifcount    Gosford ;    ar.d    fix 
daughters  :    Anna-Maria,    married 
to  the  Rev.  Henry  Maxwell ;  Ni- 
cola, to  Michael  Obins,el'q.  of  Port- 
adown ;    Julia-Hcnrlerta,  to  Alex. 
Mac  Aulay,  efq.  of  Glenville  ;  Lu- 
cinda,  to    Jeremiah   French,   efq. ; 
Mary,  to  Hugh  Montgomery,  efq. 
of  Caftle  Hume;  and  Sophia,  un- 
married. 

The  lady  of  fir  John  Orde,  Ii.-"-t. 
[^i]  Hon. 
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Hon.  lleut.  gen.  Philip  Sherard. 
He  commanded  as  major-general  in 
the  campaign  of  1762,  and  ac- 
quired great  credit  in  the  affair  of 
Bruckcr  Muhl,  where  he  was  at  the 
head  of  the  i  fl  regiment  of  Britilh 
guards. 

At  his  houfe  in  Pall-mall,  his 
roval  highnefs  prince  Heiiry-Fre- 
derlclc,  duke  of  Cumberland  and 
Strathern,  earl  of  Dublin,  in  Ire- 
land, knight  of  the  moll  honourable 
order  of  the  garter,  o;ie  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  moil  honourable  privy  coun- 
cil, an  admiral  of  the  white,  and 
ranger  of  VVindfdr  Great  Park.  His 
royal  highnefs  was  born  Nov.  7th, 
J  745  ;  and  was  created  an  admiral 
in  1788.  He  married  the  honour- 
able Anne  Horton,  widow  of  Chrif- 
topher  Horton,  efq.  daughter  of  the 
late,  and  filler  of  the  prefent  earl  of 
Carhampton,  by  whom  he  has  left 
no  ifl'ue. — After  laying  in  Hate  two 
days,  the  body  was  depofited,  with 
great  folemnity  and  pomp,  in  the 
vault  of  the  chapel  of  Henry  the 
Vllth,  in  Wellminller-ahbey,  on 
the  ?8th  inilant,  at  ten  o'clock  at 
night. 

23.  At  his  feat  at  Twickenham, 
after  a  long  and  painful  illnefs,  the^ 
inoll  noble  William  Graham,  duke, 
marquis,  and  earl  of  Montrofe,  mar- 
quis and  baron  Graham,  Dundaff", 
Kincarn,  Mindock,  and  Kinabor,  in 
Scotland,  and  earl  and  baron  Gra- 
ham of  Belford,  county  of  North- 
umberland, in  Eng!and.-r-His  grace 
married,  in  Odober,  1742,  Lucy 
Manhers,  daughter  of  John  fecond 
duke  of  Rutland,  by  wliom  (who 
died  June  18th,  1780)  he  had  ilTue, 
one,  James,  marquis  Graham,  born 
February  8th,  I755  (married,  firft, 
March  5th,  1785,  Jemima  Eliza- 
bf^th,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Afh- 
burnham,  hy  whom  he  had  ifTuc  a 


fon,  born  September  4th,  1786:  the 
marchionefs  died  fourteen  days  af- 
ter Ihe  was  delivered,  and  the  child 
died  April  23d,  1787;  and  the  mar- 
quis married,  fecondly,  July,  1790, 
lady  Caroline  Maria  Montagu, 
eldcll  daughter  of  the  late,  and  fif- 
ter  to  the  prefent  duke  of  Manchef- 
ter)  ; — 2.  Lucy,  born  July,  1751, 
and  married  June,  1771,  to  Archi- 
bald Douglas,  efq.  now  lord  Dou- 
glas of  Douglas,  and  heir  to  the  late 
duke  of  Douglas,  by  whom  fhe  has 
ifTue.  His  grace  had  loll  his  eye- 
fight  many  years  before  his  death. 
He  is  i'ucceeded  in  his  titles  and 
ellates  by  his  only  fon  James,  mar- 
quis Graham. 

Sir  John  Moore,  bart.  He  is 
fucceeded  in  title  and  eflate  by  his 
only  brother,  now  fir  Thomas  Moore, 
bart. 

Honourable  Mrs.  Eliza  Gran- 
ville, daughter  of  the  late  celebrat- 
ed vifcount  Lanfdowne,  aunt  to  the 
m.arquis  of  Bath. 

Odober.  In  his  65th  year,  Ed- 
ward Harley  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortimer,  lord  Harley,  a  lord 
of  the  bed-chamber  to  his  majefty, 
lord-lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Rad- 
nor, one  of  the  curators  of  the  Bri- 
tilh Muieum,  LL.D.  and  F.  R.S. 
He  was  born  September  2d,  1726; 
and  was  married,  in  175  i,  to  Mifs 
Sufannah  Archer,  who  is  now  liv- 
ing. Not  having  any  iflue.  Jus 
lordfliip  will  be  fucceeded  in  titles 
and  ellates  by  his  nephew  Edward 
Harley,  efq.  eldeil  fon  of  his  lord^ 
fhip's  late  brother,  the  bifiiop  of 
Hereford. 

Sir  James  Wemyfs,  bart.  of  Bo- 
gie. 

Sir  Tho.  Barnewell,  bart. 

The   right   honourable   dowager 
vifcountefs  Wallingford,  aunt  to  the 
prefent  earl  of  Banbury,  and  daugh- 
ter 
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ter  of  John  Law,  efq.  (who  was 
comptroller-general  of  the  finances 
of  France  in  1719)  by  lady  Ca- 
therine I^iollys,  daughter  of  Nicho- 
las earl  of  iianbury.  Her  late  huf- 
band  William  vifcount  Wallingford, 
was  her  coulin-german,  being  tlie 
eldeft  fon  of  Charles  the  fourth  earl 
of  Banbury,  and  major  in  the  firll 
troop  of  horfc-guards,  M.  P.  for  the 
borough  of  Banbury,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  deceafe  a  patent  was 
making  out  to  call  him  up  to  the 
houfe  of  peers,  his  father,  the  earl  of 
Banbury,  being  then  living.  She 
furvived  her  hufband  (by  whom  iHe 
had  no  iflue)  fifty  years. 

Novenib.  In  his  71ft  year,  right 
honourable  lord  James  Manners, 
youngell  brother  to  the  late  John 
duke  of  Rutland,  uncle  to  the  ce- 
lebrated marquis  of  Granby,  and 
great  uncle  to  the  laft  duke. 

Sir  Hildebrand  Jacob,  bart. 

Aged  90,  Mrs.  Barbara  Slingfby, 
a  maiden  lady,  aunt  to  fir  Thomas 
Turner  Slinglby,  bart. 

The  honourable  John  George 
Montagu,  eidefl;  fon  of  lord  vifcount 
Kinchinbrook,  and  M.P.  for  the 
borough  of  Huntingdon. 

Dorothy  vifcountefs  Lifburne,  rc- 
lift  of  John  fecond  vifcount,  by 
whofe  death  a  large  property  in  that 
county  devolves  to  his  nephew  Wil- 
jnot,  the  prefent  vifcount.  She  was 
daughter  of  Richard  Hill,  efq,  of 
Plenblas,  county  of  Montgomery; 
married  1725,  and  had  one  daugh- 
ter, born  1727,  and  fnice  deceafed. 

Decemb.  In  his  (jii\  year,  right 
honourable  John  Bourke,  earl  of 
Mayo.  He  was  fon  of  Richard 
Bourke,  LL.D.  who  died  in  1727, 
and  was  created  baron  Naas,  of 
Naas,  county  of  Kildare,  1776,  vif- 
count Mayo,  1 78 1,  and  earl  of  the 
county  of  Mayo,  1785.     He  mar- 
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,ried  Mary,  daughter  of  the  f^ight 
honourable  Jofcph  Deane,  lord  chief 
-baron  of  the  cxciiequer,  and  by  her, 
who  died  in  1 774,  had  feven  daugh- 
ters, no-.v  all  deceafed,  and  three 
fons ;  the  eldeft  and  three  youngefl 
daugliters  died  young  ;  the  feccnd, 
John,  vifcount  Naas,  fuccceds  to  his 
ritle  and  ellate ;  and  the  third,  Jo- 
feph  Deane,  bifliop  of  Leighlin  antl 
Ferns,  1772,  was  tranflated  to  the 
arcjibiilioprick  of  Tusm,  17S2. 

The  moft  noble  Jane  duchefs  of 
Athol.  She  was  filler  to  lord  Cath- 
cart,  and  mari-ied  to  the  duke  of 
Athol  Dec.  26th7  1774,  by  vvhoni 
ilic  has  had  ifiuc  four  Ions  and  four 
daughters. 

The  lady  of  fir  Nigel  Bowyer 
Gredey,  bart.  of  Drakelow,  county 
of  Derby.  She  was  the  only  daugh- 
ter and  heirefs  of  the  late  fir  Tho- 
mas Greiley,  bart.  of  that  place, 
and  was  married  to  his  nephew,  the 
prei'ent  baronet,  about  the  year 
1776. 

Sir  Samuel  Hannay,  bart.  M.  P. 
in  the  laft  and  prefent  parliaments 
for  Cameiford,  Wilts.  He  was  for- 
merly an  eminent  chcmift  in  Lon- 
don, and  fucceeded  to  the  baronet- 
age on  the  death  of  the  laft  baronet, 
of  Pv'Iochrum,  in  Scotland,  fo  creat- 
ed in  1630. 


SHERIFFS  appo'nitcd  hy  his 
Majejiy  in  Coiaicii,  for  the  7'ear 
1790;  'Vi::.. 

Berks.  Al.  Cobham,  ofShinficld 
Place,  efq. 

Bucks.  John  Hicks,  of  Braddcn- 
ham,  elq. 

Camiridge  and  Huntbigdon.  T. 
Ground,  ot  Wittlefca,  eiq. 

Cumherl.  W.  Browne,  of  Tal- 
lentire-hall,  efq. 
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Chejhire.    John  Arden,  of  Arden,  Suryey.    S.  Long,  of  Carfhaltoq, 

efq.  efq. 

De'vonjh.  Peter  Perring,  of  Hal-  SuJJix.     H.  Manning,  of  South- 

berton,  elq.  over,  efq. 

Dorjetjh.    H.  W.  Fitch,  of  High  JFar^.mckfiire.    H.   Clay,  of  Bir- 

Hall,  eiq.  mingham,  efq. 

Dm-hyjh.     T.  Wilfon,  of  Derby,  IVorcefterJh.    Ph.  Greflcy,  of  Sal- 

cfq.  warpe  Court,  efq. 

EJfex.     T.  Nottage,  of  Bocking,  Wiltjhire.    Gifford  Warrener,  of 

efq.  Conock,  efq. 

Gloucejler/h.  J.  Blagdon  Hale,  of 

Alderley,  efq.  SOUTH     WALES. 
Harts.     S.  R.  GaufTen,  of  North 

u  '  r    j'j  ■          1  ■L     r>  ^^      11      r  Caerm.    W.  Paxton,   of  Middle- 

He.efor^jh:re.     John  Cotterell,  of  ^on-hall,  efq. 

Garnons,efq.  p^^^^^.   ^.  phiu       of  Hill,  efq. 

Kent.    J.eo.  Bartholomew,  of  Ad-  ^              Matt.  Davies,  of  Wi- 

dmgton,  elq.  1  '          1' 

Leice;}erjh.     E.    Hartop   Wig-iev,  ^f '     ^'   .   ,       •        c  r^ 

r  I  •  ^,    r\  lu        r  G/^w.    W.  Lewis,  of  Greenmea- 

cr  Little  Dalby,  elq.  A     ^     { 

'    Ltncohijh.    Sir  T.   Whichcote,  of  n'             c    tj     u          c  •-n 

Afvvarby,  bart.  ^'T'             ^^      '  °    ^''^""" 

Monmouthjhire    W.  Dinwoody,  of  j^^^^'.    F.  Garbet,  of  Knlll,  efq. 

Abergavenny,  efq.  ^ 

Ncrthumberland.       J.    Lowes,    of 

Ridley-hall,  efq.  NORTH     W  ALES. 

Northamptonjh.    J.  Ereke  Willes, 

of  Aif^rop,  efq.             "  JngJefey.    T.  Williams,  of  Lani- 

Norfolk.  James  Pell,  of  Snare-hill,  -  dan,  efq. 

efq.  Curjzar-u.   R.  Lloyd,  of  GefTelgy- 

Kctfinghamfl).     G.   Chawoith,  cf  farch,  efq. 

Annelley,  efq.  Merioneth.     J.  Wynn    Pugh,    of 

Oxford.    David  Fell,   of  Caver-  Garthmaelen,  efq. 

fliam,  efq.  Montg^mieryPy.   Maurice  Stephens, 

Rutlaniip.    H.  O'Brien,  of  Tix-  of  Birthdw,  efq. 

over,  efq.  Xlenhigh.     E.  Lloyd,  of  Cefn,  efq. 

Salop.    St.  J.  Charlton,  of  Charl-  Vlmtjhire.   C.  Brown,  of  Llwyne- 

ton,  elq.  grin>  ^^1- 

Somer/etjh.  J.  Stephenfon,  cf  Bay- 
ford,  elq. 

Staffardjh.     J.  Sparrow,   of  Biih-  SHERIFF   appointed  hy  his  Royal 

ton,  efq.  Highne/s  the  Prince  rf  Wales  ia 

Suffolk.    Miles  Barne,  ofSatter-  Council, for  the  Tear  \-i^o. 
ley,  efq. 

Co.  Southampton.    G.  Dacre,  jun.  County  of  Ccm-i^all.    R.  Hichenf, 

of  Marweilj  efq.  '  tf  Poltair,  efq. 
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Dr.  Johnfon'j  Monument, 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  friends  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnfon,  held  at  Thomas's 
tavern,  in  Dover-ftrect,  purfuant  to 
public  advcrtlfement,  on  Tuefday, 
January  5th,  1790. 

Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  bart.  in  the  chair. 
The   following   refoluiions   were 
entered  into; 

I.  That  a  fum  of  fix  hundred 
guineas  will  be  requifite  to  erecfl  a 
monument,  in  Weftminfler-Abbey, 
to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Samuel  john- 
fon ;  confilUng  of  a  fmgle  ilatue, 
according  to  the  plan  and  ellimate 
made  by  Mr.  Bacon,  fculptor,  and 
approved  of  by  fir  Jolhua  Reynolds. 

II.  That  the  meafures  which  have 
hitherto  been  taken  to  procure  fub- 
fcrvptions  for  this  purpofe  have  prov- 
ed inclleftual;  the  total  amount  of 
the  fums  already  received  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  pounds. 

III.  'I'liat  a  committee  of  eight 
perfons  be  appointed  (of  which  fir 
William  Scou  and  Sir  Jofliua  Rey- 
nolds, the  furviving  e.vecutors  of 
Dr.  Johnfop,  Ihall  be  two),  to  con- 
fider  of  the  moll  proper  meafures  to 
be  taken  to  procure  contributions 
to  crFcduatc  fo  defirable  an  objeft ; 
and  that  the  laid  committee  be  re- 
tjusfted  to  apply,  by  letter,  in  the 
uanies  of  any  four  of  them,  to  fuch 


perfons  as  may  be  thought  likely  to. 
aid  and  patronize  this  undertaking. 

IV.  That  the  following  fix  gen- 
tlemen, in  conjundion  with  Dr. 
Johnfon's  two  lurviving  executors, 
be  the  committee : 

Sir.  Joseph  Bank?,  bart. 
The  Rt.  Hon.   W.  Wi  n  d  h  a  m. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Ed.  Burke, 
Edmond  Maloke,  efq. 
Philip  Metcai-f,  el'q.  and, 
James  Boswell,  efq. 

V.  Tliat  the  foregoing  refolu- 
tions  be  publilhcd  in  the  news- 
papers. 

VI.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meet- 
ing be  given  to  the  chairman. 

Joseph  Banks. 


Report  of  pe^-fons  appointed  by  a  Com- 
tniitee  of  the  Houfc  of  CommotiSy 
to  injped  the  feveral  Hcufes  and 
other  Buildings  immediately  joining 
to  Wellminlter-hall,  and  the  tivo 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  the  Of~ 
ficcs  thereto  belonging.  See. 

1  N  obedience  to  your  refolution 
I  of  the  I  -th  inftart,  that  we  ihould 
infpeft  all  the  buildings  of  the  houlb 
of  lords,  the  houfe  of  commons,  of- 
fice of  exchequer,  the  difFcicnt  of- 
fices belonging  to  the  fame,  and  the 
other  buildings  contiguous  to  Weu- 
minller-hall,  and  to  report  our  opi- 
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nion  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  fame, 
and  their  fecurity  from  lire  and  other 
accidents ;  we  beg  leave  to  make 
the  foilowing  report,  in  which  we 
are  unanimous,  after  hayin<^  infpetTl;- 
ed  the  fame  with  care  and  atten- 
tion. 

The  houff  of  lords,  prince's  cham- 
ber, and  piinted  chamber, are  build- 
ings of  great  antiquity,  in  many 
parts  dcfcdive;  and  have  been  al- 
tered and  repaired  fo  very  much, 
from  time  to  time,  that,  though 
they  may  fland  many  years,  are  in- 
capable of  uleful  repair  and  im- 
provement ;  and  there  are  cellars 
under  the  whole,  variouHy  occupied, 
only  one  of  which  is  fe cured  by 
arches  from  the  communication  of 
lire.  All  the  buildings  eaft  of  the 
houfe  of  lords  are  in  fo  bad  a  flate, 
that  many  of  them  are  in  immediate 
danger  of  falliiig  down,  and  are 
therefore  unoccupied  and  lliut  up ; 
and  the  others  would  coft  more  to 
repair  than  rebuild  them.  The  build- 
ing weft  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  con- 
tainitrg  the  entrance  thereto,  and  the 
Haircafe  and  committee  room,  is  a 
fubftantial  modern  bull  .ling  ;  and  the 
other  buildings  adjoining,  comprif- 
ing  the  paiiages,  black  rod  and 
privy  feal  rooms,  are  part  built  with 
timber,  liable  to  rapid  decay,  and 
accidents  from  fire;  and  t'le  re- 
mainder extremely  old  and  ruin- 
ous. 

The  houfe  of  commons,  though 
an  ancient  building,  has  been  fo 
continually  repaired,  th?.t  it  is  in  a 
ftaie  to  remain  a  great  many  years  ; 
but  is  fo  connefled  with  the  auditor 
of  the  exchequer's  houfe  and  offices, 
and  fur'oundcd  by  a  great  number 
of  other  buildings,  applied  to  va- 
rious purpoles,  and  in  various  occu- 
pations, as  io  cxpofe  the  wjjole  to  a 
general  conflagration,  fhould  an  ac- 


cidental fire  happen  in  any  one  of 
them. 

The  dwelling-houfe  in  Cotton- 
garden,  belonging  to  the  principal 
clerk  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  com- 
municating therewith,  erefted  with- 
in thirty  years  paft,  is  defective  in 
feverql  places,  from  the  infecurity 
of  the  foundations. 

The  buildings  eafl;  of  Weftmin- 
ftcr-hall,  between  it  and  the  river, 
are  the  pell-ofnce  and  ciiambers  over 
it  in  the  eaft  tower,  and  the  offices 
of  the  exchequer,  contiguous  and 
conneded  with  the  hall,  and  fituate 
between  New  Palace- yard  and  St. 
Stephen's  court :  thofe  of  the  four 
tellers  are  moft  inconveniently  ar- 
ranged, and  liable  to  immediate  de- 
ftrudlion  in  cafe  of  fire,  being  placed 
in  the  upper  llory,  without  any  walls 
of  divifion,  or  arched  floors ;  are  fe- 
parated  only  by  timber  partitions, 
furrounded  by  combufliblc  build- 
ings, fiables,  coach-houfes,  hay-lofts, 
fervanls  lodging-rooms,  and  kit- 
chens :  the  dutcliv  court  of  Lan- 
cailer,  a  flight  building  of  one  room, 
and  over  it  the  dutchy  chamber, 
with  garrets  above;  the  kitchen  of 
the  clerk  to  the  deputy  ufher  of  the 
exchequer,  alow  flied,  between  thefe 
rooms  and  the  eafternmoft  tower, 
and  imm.ediateiy  connefted  with 
them.  The  houfe  inhabited  by  the 
uflier  of  the  exchequer,  in  New  Pa- 
lace-yard, eaft  ward  of  the  dutchy 
court  of  Lancafter,  has  a  brick  front, 
and  its  rear  is  entirely  of  timber, 
lathed  and  plaiftered,  forming  two 
fides  of  a  narrow  court,  from  which 
it  receives  light,  and  which  commu- 
nicates widi  the  windows  of  the 
tellers  office,  calh  rooms,  and  of  the 
dutchy  court;  and  moft  of  the 
kitchen  offices  belonging  to  the  de- 
puty-uiher  and  his  clerk,  are  im- 
mediately under  thofe  offices,  and 
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tlie  fmall  wood  ftaircafes  in  the 
centre  of  them,  and  leading  tlu-reto. 
The  buildings  on  the  cafe  fide  of 
New  Palace- yard,  from  the  king's 
bridge  or  water-gate,  to  the  liouie 
in  pofieflion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  tenant 
to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  as 
teller  of  the  exchequer,  contain  the 
late  cofFeror's  office,  the  office  of 
the  auditor  of  the  land  r.-venue,  t}>e 
lotterv  office,  the  evaminer's  ofHce, 
the  tellers  for  the  payment  of  Ame- 
rican claim?,  the  pells  Amc  ican  of- 
fice, the  ex'chequer-bill  book-binders 
office,  the  office  of  the  auditor  of 
the  principality  of  Wales,  the  an- 
nuity pcll -office,  the  firlt  and  fecond 
anruity  offices,  and  the  14  per  cent, 
annuity  office,  which  are  principally 
conilrudled  with  timber,  lath  and 
plailtered,  or  weather-boarded  ;  in 
manv  places  propt  up,  and  in  others 
contiguous  to  low  flieds.  equally 
combuilible.  The  adjoining  building 
fouthward  is  Mr,  Roberts's  houfe, 
which,  with  the  garden,  occupies  all 
the  fpace  from  St.  Stephen's  cou;t 
to  the  river,  and  is  immediately  con- 
neAed  with  the  laft-mentioned  of- 
fices ;  it  has  been  lately  repaired, 
and  fome  additional  fmall  buildings 
erected  thereto.  The  next  houfe, 
adjoining  fouthward  to  thelaft-men 
tioned,  belongs  to  lord  vifcount  Bay- 
ham  as  teller  of  the  exchequer ;  the 
buildings  and  garden  likewife  ex- 
tend to  the  Thames,  and  are  at  pre- 
fent  unoccupied,  being  in  a  very  di- 
lapidated ilate. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  St.  Stephen's 
court,  againil  the  cart  wall  of  Weit- 
niinfter-hall,  are  the  coach-houfes 
and  (lables  of  the  auditor  of  the 
exchequer,  having  hay -lofts  and 
fervants  lodging-rooms  over  them, 
which  adjoin  to  and  come  clofe  un- 
der the  windows  of  the  office  and 
cafli-room  of  one  of  the  tellers.    On 


the  fouth  of  this  court  is  the  auditor 
of  the  exchequer's  houle,  extending 
fouthward  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  under  part  of  it;  the  garden 
extends  to  the  river.  l"he  buildings 
are  fubftantial,  and  extend  under 
two  of  the  comrrrittee-rooms  of  the 
houfe  of  commons 

The  court  of  exchequer,  and  ex- 
chequer chamber,  contiguous  to,  and 
connefied  with,  Weilminfter-hall, 
are  very  old,  but  not  in  a  Hate  of 
adlual  ruin.  On  the  giound -floor, 
under  the  court  of  exchequer,  is  the 
cullos  brevium  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  and  treafurer's  o.nice  be- 
longing ;  the  cieling  and  walls  of 
them  are  li;,ed  with  deal,  are  inle- 
cure  from  fire,  and  very  damp.  Ad- 
joining wefrward  to  thefe,  and  pro- 
jeding  into  the  ftreet,  to  the  great 
obftrucficn  and  imminent  danger  of 
perfons  and  carriages  paffing  to  and 
from  the  hcufcs  of  parliament,  is  fi- 
tuated  an  old  brick  building,  occu- 
pied on  tlie  ground-floor  by  the  de- 
puty-uflierof  the  court  of  exchequer, 
moll  of  his  rooms  convaining  a  fire- 
place, and  the  ci.lings  are  fLt  and 
low;  CAcr  thefe,  on  tiie  one-pair  of 
ftairs,  is  the  king's  remen^.branccr's 
office,  and  over  that  the  augmenta- 
tion office.  V/e  underlland,  ihat,  fo 
long  ago  as  the  paffing  of  the  aft  of 
parliament  for  building  Weftminfter 
bridge,  a  claufe  was  infertcd,  em- 
powering the  conimiflioners  under 
that  adl  to  remove  this  nulfa'.ice, 
the  roof  of  v/hich  is  immediately 
connedlcd  with  the  court  of  ex- 
chequer. The  public-houfes  and  cof- 
fee-aoufes  on  the  iouth  fiJc  of  New 
palace  yard,  immediately  adjoining 
the  cuftos  brevium  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  are  particularly  dan- 
gerous, as  they  have  feveral  c'nim- 
nies  and  coppers ;  the  roofs  are  un- 
der, and  cloie  to,  the  windows  of 
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the  cuftos  brevium,  and  fomc  of 
them  cove  ed  with  fail-cloth  pitch- 
ed; the  fnioke  of  one  of  the  chim- 
ries  is  conveyed  by  a  flight  tin  fun- 
nel, and,  as  well  as  the  flues,  are 
near  the  windows  of  Weflniinfter- 
hall,  of  the  towers,  and  of  the  court 
of  exchequer. 

Next  to  St.Margaret's-ftreet,  and 
adjoining  fouthward  to  the  old  brick 
building  before -mentioned,  is  a 
building  of  the  fame  kind,  contain- 
ing the  tally  office,  being  a  depofi- 
tary  for  the  tallies  belonging  to  the 
exchequer.  Adjoining  fouthward 
thereto  is  the  coach-houfe  for  the 
judges,  a  flight  timber-building,  co- 
vered with  tiles. 

The  ftone  building  next  St.  Mar- 
garet -  ftreet,  comprizing  commit- 
tee-rooms, and  other  apartments  oc- 
cupied by  officers  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  cull:os  brevium  of  the  court 
of  king's  bench,  and  the  exchequer 
bill  office,  is  of  recent  date,  and 
very  fubdantial  Behind  that  build- 
ing, and  contiguous  to  Weftminfter- 
fe.all,are  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
judges  chambers,  and  record  office, 
v.-hich  are  in  tolerably  good  condi- 
tion; to  them  are  annexed  fundry 
excrercences,moftly  of  timber,  which 
fhoald  be  removed,  as  they  increafe 
the  danger  of  fire  and  its  communi- 
cation. 

The  court  of  requefls  is  in  itfelf 
A  fecure  fubilantial  building,  but 
communicates  with,  and  is  furround- 
ed  on  the  fouth  and  weft  by,  a  va- 
riety of  houfes,  which  ate  private 
property,  part  of  them  timber ; 
which  muft  very  much  endanger  the 
whole  as  long  as  they  remain. 

We  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  this 
ionourablc  committee,  that,  from  the 
very  circumftantial  detail  we  have 
entered  into  of  the  ftate  of  the  va- 
rious parts  of  the  buildings  which 


the  committee  requefted  wi,  :night 
examine,  it  is  almoft  iupc.fiuous  and 
unueceffiiry  to  dccl>art'  our  unani- 
mous opinion,  that  the  1  nzard  they 
have  been,  and  ftill  are,  expofe'l  to 
from  i'.re,  are  fo  great,  that  we  can- 
not help  being  adoniflied  at  their 
having  fo  long  and  fo  happily 
efcaped  (with  but  one  late  and  for- 
tunate exception)  from  the  moll 
imminent  danger.  Unprotected  by 
walls  of  either  brick  or  llone,  con- 
nefled  and  joined  together  by  board- 
ed or  lath  and  plaillered  partitions  ; 
with  iron  bars  to  defend  the  win- 
dows of  the  moft  confequential  of- 
fices, which  ferve  to  attraft  the 
lightning,  to  the  deftruction  of  their 
valuable  contents,  with  funnels  and 
chimnies  running  into  old  decayed 
piers,  in  the  very  bofcm  of  thefe 
combuftible  materials,  in  many  of 
which  fire  from  a  neglected  cliim- 
ney  might  confume  the  whole ;  with- 
out the  poffibility  of  bringing  luf- 
ficient  water  to  extinguHli  the  flames, 
fuch  aid  being  hitherto  overlooked, 
or  deemed  unneceflary,  and  not 
more  than  one  engine  kept  near  the 
moft  elTcntial  offices  in  this  king- 
dom. All  which  is  humbly  fub- 
mitted. 

RoBT.  Adam, 

Geo.  Dance, 

|.   P.  CoCKERELI,, 

H.  Holland, 
JoH  N  Yenn, 

JOHN"    SoANii, 

RoET.  Browne,  . 

Tho.  Tildesle y, 

John  Woolfe,  Jun. 

R.  Adam,  for  R.  Mylne, 

Thos.  Fulling, 

Cha.  Alex.  Craig, 

JAM  Es  Wyatt. 


20th  July, 
1789/ 
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Particulars  refpeiiing  the  laji   Illr.efs 
and  Death  of  the  Emperor. 

ON  the  5th  of  February  very 
unfavourable  fymptoms  began 
to  alarm  his  phyficians. 

On  the  6ih  his  majeAy  was 
thought  to  be  rather  better.  D,r. 
Querin,  his  firft  phyfician,  was  creat- 
ed a  baron  ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  his 
majefty's  confidence  in  his  flcill,  re- 
ceived a  prelent  of  ten  thoufand 
florins. 

It  was  on  the  7th  that  the  emperor 
was  made  fully  acquainted  with  the 
danger  of  his  diforder.  It  was  on  that 
day  that  the  emperor  fent  for  Que- 
rin,  and  infilled  on  knowing  the 
doctor's  real  opinion  of  his  cafe. 
The  doiflor  replied,  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  "  Sire,  your  diforder  is 
incurable." — The  monarch,  feem- 
ingly  not  at  all  afFeded,  faid,  "  I 
have  mighty  affairs  on  my  mind 
that  I  wilh  to  fettle.  Do  you  think 
I  may  be  able  to  hold  out  a  few 
weeks  longer?" — "Your  majefty 
may,  it  h  pojjible,"  faid  the  doftor; 
"  but  fuch  is  the  nature  of  your 
complaint,  that  I  Ihould  conceal 
from  your  majefty  the  truth,  if  I  did 
not  tell  you,  that,  in  cafes  like 
yours,  the  patients  are  every  minute 
in  danger  of  being  carried  off." — 
The  emperor,  on  hearing  this,  was 
filent  for  fome  moments.  He  then 
figncd  a  dlfpatch  which  his  minif- 
ters  had  prepared  for  him.  It  was 
diredled  to  his  brother,  the  grand 
duke  of  Tufcany :  the  object  was, 
to  apprize  his  brother  of  his  ap- 
proaching dlflbhition,  and  to  prefs 
his  highnelVs  prefence  at  \'ienna. 
The  difpatch  was  inllantly  feut  off. 

.A  fhort  time  after  this  interview, 
the  emperor  feemed  more  compofed, 
and  inclined  to  reft. 

He  continued  for  fome  davs  in  a 


ftate  of  great  compofure,  did  buli- 
nefs  with  his  five  fecretaries,  rofe  in 
the  morning,  was  drefled,  and  walk- 
ed about ;  but  his  cough  was  fre- 
quently violent,  and  at  thofe  timcft 
he  feemed  in  danger  of  fuffocatlon. 

On  the  13th  he  received  the  holy 
facrament  in  the  royal  apartments; 
at  which  time  he  called  all  his  fe- 
cretaries before  him,  Ipoke  to  each 
with  great  condefcenfion,  recom- 
mending fidelity  in  their  feveral  de- 
partments to  his  fuccelTor,  and,  as 
a  proof  of  his  approbation  of  their 
coiidudl  to  himfelf,  ordered  each  a 
thoufand  ducats. 

On  the  14th  he  continued  in  the 
fame  ftate  of  contemplative  ferenit]^' 
in  which  he  had  remained  for  fome 
days  before.  But  on  the  15th  he 
grew  worfe ;  and  at  eight  in  ths 
morning,  being  thought  by  his  phy- 
ficians to  be  in  great  danger,  he  re- 
ceived the  extreme  unclion. 

On  the  16th  he  ftill  continued 
ftmggling  with  death,  as  loath  to 
leave  a  country  convulled  and  em- 
barralTed  as  his  dominions  were, 
without  being  able  to  recommend 
to  his  fucceflbr  any  pradlicable  plan 
for  their  arrangement. 

.  On  the  1 7th  his  favourite  niece,tb€ 
archduchcfs  Elizabeth,  who  did  not 
expeft  to  be  delivered  till  March, 
being  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  near 
approach  of  the  emperor's  death, 
was  fuddenly  taken  in  labour  in  the 
morning;  at  fix  in  the  e\'ening  ihe 
was  feized  with  ftrong  convulfions ; 
at  nine  was  delivered ;  and  at  fix 
next  morning  expired. 

The  emperor,  who  had  a  truly 
paternal  affection  for  this  amiable 
princefs,  whom  he  himfe'f  had  cho- 
fen  as  a  fit  confort  for  his  nephew, 
was  inceftantly  making  enquiries  af- 
ter her  health,  after  hearing  ihe  was 
in  labour  ;  and  it  was  thoug;ht  pro- 
per 
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per  at  laft,  that  his  majerty's  con- 
lefibr  fliould  break,  to  him  the  me- 
lancholy event,  which  probably 
accelerated  his  death  by  ibine 
hours. 

His  majcfty,  the  day  after  the 
death  of  the  archduchcfa,  fent  to 
the  countefs  de  Chancos  an  order 
for  100,000  florins,  as  a  mark  of 
gratitude  for  the  attention  which  fhe 
had  Iheu  n  to  tl'.is  beloved  princefs. 
The  countefs  had  been  at  the  head 
of  her  royal  highnefs's  houfehold. 

About  the  fame  time,  findinp- 
death  drawing  near,  his  majeily 
fent  for  cardinal  Migazi,  archbilhop 
of  Vienna.  When  he  arrived,  "  My 
lord,"  faid  the  Emperor,  "  my 
life  is  drawing  fall  to  an  end  :  it  is 
fit  that  I  fhould  die  in  Chriftian 
peace  with  all  men.  If  I  have  of- 
fended you,  I  intreat  your  forgive- 
nefs;  and  through  you  the  forgive- 
nefs  of  all  mankind."  "  Sire,"  faid 
his  eminence,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
"  the  offences  you  have  committed 
againft  man,  your  death  will  expi- 
ate. For  thofe  accountable  to  God, 
God  is  merciful.''''  From  ten  o'clock  at 
night  on  the  19th,  till  half  after  five 
on  the  20th,  his  majefly  continued 
in  the  agonies  of  death,  and  at  that 
hour  expired,  in  the  49th  year  of 
his  age,  and  in  the  26th  year  of  his 
reign  as  emperor  of  the  Romans, 
and  the  10th  as  king  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia.  He  fucceeded  to  the 
imperial  crown,  on  the  demife  of 
his  father  Francis,  the  i8th  of  Au- 
guft,  1765  ;  and  to  the  hereditary 
dominions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
on  the  death  of  his  mother  Maria 
Therefa,  Nov.  29,  1780.  He  was 
twice  married  :  firlt,  to  a  princefs 
of  Parma,  and,  again,  to  a  princefs 
of  Bavaria;  but,  having  left  no 
jflue,  the  hereditary  honours  of  his 
houfe  devolve  on  his  brcUier,  Peter 
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Jjeopold  Jofeph,    grand    duke    of 
Tufcany. 

Two  days  before  his  death,  he 
wrote  with  his  own  hand  a  farewell 
letter  to  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  who, 
it  is  faid,  lies  dungcroufly  ill.  He 
wrote  likevvife  to  prince  Potemkin; 
as  it  is  fuppofed  recommending 
peace. 


Accou7it  of  the   miraculous    Efcape  of 
Captain    Bligh,    of  the    Bounty 

Sloop. 

THIS  fhip  failed  from  England 
in  the  autumn  of  1787,  on  a 
voyage  to  the  Society  lilands,  for 
bread- fruit- trees,  intended  for  our 
Weft-India  fettlements ;  in  which 
climate,  it  was  the  opinion  of  Sir  Jo- 
feph Banks,  they  might  be  fuccefs- 
fully  cultivated,  and  prove  a  fucce- 
dancum  forother  provifions  in  times 
of  fcarcity. 

The  Bounty  had  made  good  the 
objeft  of  her  voyage,  fo  far  as  to 
have  received  on  board  a  great  num- 
ber of  thefe  trees  in  various  ftages 
of  growth ;  and  there  was  every 
prolpeft  of  there  being  capable  of 
prefervation. 

The  fliip,  thus  laden, quitted  Ota- 
heite,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1789,  and 
continued  her  courfe  in  a  wefterly 
diredion,  touching  at  one  more 
ifland,  and  then  meditating  her  pro- 
grefs  through  the  Pacihc  Ocean, 
towards  the  Moluccas. 

The  fliip  loll;  fight  of  the  Friendly 
iflands  on  the  27th  of  that  month, 
and  every  thing  like  good  order  was 
luppofed  to  prevail  on  board;  even 
the  iTiid-watch  was  relieved  without 
the  leaft  apparent  diforder:  but,  at 
day-break  on  the  28th,  the  cabin  of 
Captain  Bligh,  who  commanded  the 
Bounty,  was  forcibly  entered  by  the 
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officer  of  the  watch,  affifted  by  three 
others  upon  the  watch,  who  dragged 
him  inftantly  on  the  deck,  menacing 
his   life  if  he  attempted   to  fpeak. 
His  endeavours  to  exhort  and  bring 
back  the  confpirators  to  their  duty 
proved  of  no  avail.  Each  of  the  del- 
peradoes  was  armed  with  a  drawn 
cutlafs,  or  fixed  bayonet;  and  all  their 
mufquets  wsreavowed  to  be  charged. 
Captain  Bligh  difcovered,   wiien 
he  came  upon  deck,  fjveral  of  the 
crew,  and  mo.1  of  the   otticers,  pi- 
nioned; and  while  he  was  thus  con- 
templating their  perilous  Itate,  the 
laip's  boat  was  :et  over  her  fide,  and 
all  who  were  not  on  the  part  of  tlie 
confpirators,  to  the  number  of  eigh- 
teen, befides  the  Captain,  were  com- 
mitted to  the   boat,  and    no  other 
nourilhment   afforded  to  them  than 
about    14.0    pounds    of  bread,    30 
pounds  of  meat,  one   gallon  and    a 
half  of  rum,  a  like  portion  of  wine, 
and  a  few  gallons  of  water.    A  com- 
pafs  and  quadrant  were  fecured  by 
one  of  thcfc  devoted  viclini;,  as  he 
was  llepping into  the  boat:  and  thus 
abandoned,  the  mutineers,  afier  giv- 
ing them  a   cheer,    ftocd  away,  as 
they  faid,  for  Otaheite. 

The  captain,  in  this  dreadful  fi- 
tuation,  found  his  boatfwain,  car- 
penter, gunner,  furgeon's  mate,  two 
midihipmen,  and  one  maimer's  mate, 
with  Mr,  Nelfon  the  botanill,  and  a 
few  inferior  ofhcers,  among  thofe 
who  were  likely  to  Ihare  his  fate. 
After  a  fhort  confultation,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  put  back  to 
the  Friendly  Iflands;  and  accord- 
ingly they  landed  on  one  of  thcfe, 
in  hopes  they  might  improve  their 
fmall  itock  of  provifions,  on  the  3o:h 
of  April ;  but  were  driven  oft"  by  the 
natives  two  days  after,  and  purfued 
with  fuch  holtillty,  that  one  man 
was  killed,  and  feveral  wounded. 


It  was  then  deliberated,  whether 
they  Ihould  return  to  Otaheite,  and 
throw  themfelves  on  the  clemency 
of  the  natives ;  but  the  apprehenfioa 
of  falling-in  with  the  Bounty,  de- 
termined them,  witii  one  aflent,  to 
make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Ti- 
mor ;  and,  to  eired  this  enterprize, 
allonifhing  to  relate !  they  calcu- 
lated the  diftance  near  4000  miles; 
and,  in  order  that  their  wretched 
fupply  of  provifions  might  endure 
till  they  reached  the  place  of  delH- 
nation,  they  agreed  to  apportion 
their  food  to  one  ounce  of  bread 
and  one  jill  of  water  a  day  for  each 
man.  No  other  nourilhment  did 
they  receive  till  the  5  th  or  6th  of 
Jnne,  when  they  made  the  coail  of 
New  Holland,  and  collefled  a  few 
ihell-filh ;  and  with  this  fcanty  re- 
lief tiiey  held  on  their  courfe  to  Ti- 
mor, which  they  reached  on  the 
12th,  after  having  been  forty-fix 
days  in  a  crazy  open  boat,  too  con- 
fined in  dimeniioas  to  fufFer  any  of 
them  to  lie  down  for  repofc,  and 
without  the  leall  awning  to  proteift 
them  from  the  rsin,  v.'hich  almoll 
inceflantly  foil  for  forty  days.  A 
heavy  Tea  and  fqually  weath.er,  for 
great  part  of  their  courfe,  augment- 
ed their  mifery. 

The  governor  of  this  fettlement, 
which  biilongs  tc  the  Dutch,  afford- 
ed them  every  faccour  they  re- 
quired. They  remained  here,  to 
recruit  their  ftrength  and  fpirits,  till 
the  20th  of  Augu't,  when  they  pro- 
cured a  vefTel  to  carry  them  to  Ea- 
tavia.  They  reached  Eatjvia  on 
the  2d  of  Odober  laft ;  and  from 
thence  captain  Bligh  and  two  of  the 
crew  embarked  for  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  the  reft  of  the 
crew  were  preparing  to  follow  aj 
foon  as  a  paffage  could  be  ob- 
tained. 

Captain 
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Captain  Biigh  reached  the  Cape 
about  the  middle  of  Dec -mbcr;  and 
icon  alter  took  his  pailage  for  Eng- 
kir.d,  whiciihe  reac}ie<l  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  t3thof  Maich,  and  ar- 
rirc:d  in  London  on  the    i^fth. 

The  leader  of  the  mutineers  is 
pamed  Fletcher  Chriilian;  a  man 
of  reiped..ble  famiiy  and  connec- 
tions, and  confidered  a  good  feaman: 
lie  was  of  the  rank  of  nia'ter's  mate 
ef  the  Bounty,  and  fv.rved  regularly 
the  watch  from  the  time  the  fliip 
iailed  fiom  England,  i  fic  com- 
mand of  the  Bounty  thus  devolving 
Bport  him,  there  wa?  no  pciTibility 
of  defeating  his  purpofe ;  as  not  the 
leall  previous  circumflance  could  be 
traced,  from  the  teftimoaies  of  the 
faithful  part  of  the  crew  after  they 
were  in  the  boat,  of  a  mutiny  be- 
ing on  foot.  The  mutineers  were 
to  the  number  of  25  ;  and  thofe  who 
remained  firm  to  their  duty  19; 
confequently,  had  the  flighted  fuf- 
picion  been  entertained  of  the  defign, 
it  might  have  beeneafily  fruflrated, 
as  all  the  principal  officers  remained 
feithful  to  their  commander. 

A  conjecture  not  improb:ible  is, 
that  the  plot  was  projeded  while 
captain  Bligh  was  engaged  on  Ihore 
at  Otaheite  and  other  iflands,  col- 
lecting plants,  and  making  charts. 
This  oificer  only  holds  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  in  our  navy.  His  merit 
pointed  him  out  to  the  Admiralty 
as  highly  qualified  for  this  expedi- 
tion ;  and  the  diftrefies  he  has  un- 
dergone entitle  him  to  every  re- 
ward. In  navigating  his  little  fkifF 
through  fo  dangerous  a  fea,  his  fea- 
manfhip  appears  as  matchlefs  as  the 
undertaking  feems  beyond  the  verge 
of  prchability. 

We  felicitate  thofe  who  were 
companions  in  this  hazardous  voy- 
age,   that   in  the     prefent  Admi- 


ralty board  exifts  a  difpofition  tc^ 
foller  and  protcft  fuffering  merit; 
and  our  dock-yards,  it  is  hoped,  will 
prove  an  afylum  to  moll  of  them  to 
the  end  of  their  li/es. 

We  are  forry  to  add,  that  Mr. 
Nelfon,  the  botanill,  died  foon  after 
the  boat  reached  Timor.  This  gen- 
tleman went  out  with  his  majefty's 
particular  approval:  and  a  fecondary 
objed  of  the  voyage  was  to  colledt 
curious  plants  for  the  botanic  gardea 
at  Kevv. 


Account  of  the  Difajler  that  befel  his 
Majeftfs  Ship  Guardian,  Lieu- 
tenant Riou,  Co7mnander. 

THIS  fhip  was  fitted  out  in  a 
moil  expenfive  manner,  and 
furnifl-ied  with  all  forts  of  (lores 
and  provifions  for  the  new  fettle- 
ment  at  Botany-bay,  and  had  a  very 
profperous  voyage  till  (he  arrived 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where 
file  recruited  her  provifions,  and  in- 
creafed  the  number  of  her  live- 
llock,  beyond  any  former  prece- 
dent. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1789, 
being  in  lat.  44.°  S.  and  long.  41°  30' 
E.  of  London,  the  weather  extreme- 
ly  foggy,  we  faw  an  ifland  of  ice 
about  three  miles  to  the  S.  W. 
Lieutenant  Riou  gave  direftions  to 
iland  towards  it,  in  order  to  collecl 
lumps  of  ice  to  fupply  the  fhip  with, 
water.  This  proceeding  was  judged 
highly  expedient,  as  the  daily  de- 
mand of  water  was  prodigious, 
owing  to  the  great  quantity  pf  cat- 
tle on  board.  As  the  Ihip  ap- 
proached the  iiland,  the  boats  were 
hoifled  out  and  manned,  and  feveral 
lumps  coileded.  During  this  time 
the  fhip  lay-to,  and  on  the  iupply  of 
water  being  brought  on  board,  ihe 

at* 
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sttempted  to  fl::ind  away.  Very  lit- 
tle apprehenfion  was  at  this  time  en- 
tertained of  her  fafety,  although  the 
monllrous  bulk  of  the  ifland  occa- 
fioued  an  unfavourable  cjirent,  and, 
in  fome  meafure,  gave  a  partial  di- 
re(fl;ion  to  the  wind. 

On  a  fudden  the  bafe  of  the  ifland, 
which  projected  under  water  con- 
fidcrably  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
vifible  part,  llruclc  the  bow  of  the 
fhip  ;  fhe  inltantly  fwung  round,  and 
her  head  cleared;  but  her  Item 
coming  on  the  fhoal,  itruck  repeat- 
edlv,  and  the  fea  being  vsry  heavv, 
her  rudder  broke  away,  and  all  her 
•works  abaft  were,  ihivered.  The 
Ihip  in  this  fituation  became  in  a 
degree  embayed  under  the  terrific 
bulk  of  ice  ;  the  height  of  which 
was  twice  that  of  the  main-mall  of 
a  fliip  of  the  line. 

At  this  critical  moment,  the  cap- 
tain and  officers  retaining  their  fpirit, 
their  example  and  vigorous  exer- 
tion led  the  people  to  their  duty; 
but  it  was  with  difficulty  they  were 
prevailed  on  to  overcome  the  hrft 
panic,  and  lend  their  alTillance  to 
trim  and  fill  the  fails.  This  being 
at  laft  eftefted,  and  the  fore  top- 
gallant-fail and  ftay-fails  between 
the  fore  and  main-mall  being  fet  on 
the  Hiip,  flie  began  to  forge-off,  and 
the  fame  inftant  llruck  with  greater 
force,  if  poflible,  than  before,  nearly 
a-breaft  of  the  main  chains,  kept 
crafhing  for  fome  time  along  the  ice 
under  her,  and  at  laft  fhot  entirely 
clear  of  it.  The  weather  continued 
very  foggy,  and  the  wind  blowing 
flrong,  we  foon  loft  fight  of  the  ice  ; 
our  fpirits  then  gained  new  vigour, 
and  ferved  to  fupply  freih  ftrength, 
and  to  fupport  us  under  the  afflic- 
tions which  were  yet  in  embryo. 

From  the  commencement  of  thefe 
misfortURes  to  this  fhort  interval  of 


better  hope,  includee  about  the  fpacf: 
of  half  an  hour;  and  the  cheering 
profpeft  again  vanilhed  as  a  flafli  oi 
lightnino;. 

At  about  a  quarter  paft  eight  the 
carpenter  came  up  from  founding 
tile  well,  and  reported  two  feet  wa- 
ter in  the  hold,  and  that  it  was  in- 
creafing  very  fall.  The  pumps  were 
ordered  to  be  rigged,  and  got  Xo 
work,  and  all  ths  gfficers  and  pc.'>- 
ple  joined  in  a  diligent  and  fpirited 
compliance  therewith.  The  chain- 
pumps  were  at  firll  found  to  L><:  much 
out  of  order,  which  caufed  fome  de- 
lay. Meantime  all  the  hands  that 
could  be  fpared  were  fet  to  v/ork 
to  clear  the  deck  of  the  cattle, 
&c.  holding  themfelve:  in  readinefs, 
however,  to  man  the  pumps,  which 
about  nine  o'clock  were  all  at  wor"-: ; 
and  three  or  four  of  the  people  were 
left  between  decks,  to  holil  up,  and 
heave  overboard,  whatever  they 
could  manage.  The  water  had  ?.t 
this  time  increafed  to  three  feet  and 
a  half,  and  was  ftili  gaining  on  all 
the  pumps.  The  i':\v  hands  Ief"c  be- 
tween decks  did  almoft  more  than 
their  ftrength  could  be  expcdcd  to 
effed  :  in  the  courfe  of  half  an  hciir. 
they  got  up  anc»  hove  overboard 
moft  of  the  bags  cf  flour,  peafe, 
wheat,  barley.  Sec.  received  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  befidei  two 
hogllieads  of  tobacco.  At  r.b..ut 
ten,  water  had  incrcaied  to  five 
feet. 

Since  the  firll  of  our  misFortcn?.^, 
there  had  not  be?n  an  officer  or  man 
unemployed.  It  v.-as,  however,  im- 
poffible  that  the  low  hanJs  we  h.d 
could  hold  out  much  longer,  if  em- 
ployed together  ;  a  refervation  was 
therefore  made,  by  dividing  the 
whole  of  the  officers,  feamen,  con- 
vi»5ls.  Sec.  into  two  watches,-to  re- 
lieve alterrately.     About  half  pz'.l 
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ten,  the  firll  divifion  went  to  the 
pumps.  At  this  time  the  captain 
ordered  refreilinients  to  be  allotted 
*  to  each  man,  taking  particular  care 
that  the  grog  Ihoald  not  be  made 
too  ftrong.  Every  man  received  a 
dram  for  the  firil  iuppjy,  with  bif- 
cuit  and  cheefe,  which  icemed  to 
give  them  frefh  fpirits.  The  rum 
above  was  ioon  neai  ly  expended  ; 
but  the  captain  thought  it  u  ould  be 
extremely  dangerous  to  open  the 
hold  to  get  at  mere,  for  fear  of  the 
men's  getting  at  it.  Wine  and  water 
was  accordingly  given  in  lieu. 

At  midnighi,  the  water  had  in- 
creafed  to  fix  feet,  and  it  was  then 
blowing  a  very  ilrong  gale.  At 
day-brealv  a  tesv  handa  were  fet 
about  filling  one  of  the  lower  ftud- 
ding-fails  with  oakum,  and  the  oft- 
watch  were  ordered  to  get  it  under 
the  fhip's  bottom,  which  was  found 
to  be  extremely  dirncult.  The  leak, 
however,  gained  upon  us  near  a 
foot  of  water  during  this  applica- 
tion. By  unwearied  exertions  at  the 
pumps  it  became  reduced,  and  con- 
tinued diminifning  till  near  eleven 
o'clock,  when  the  water  was  reduced 
to  cnlv  nineteen  inches. 

At  half  pafl  eL'ven  we  were,  how- 
ever, unhappily  informed  that  the 
leak  had  again  gained  upon  us 
fome  inches,  and  continued  to  do  fo, 
more  or  lefs,  for  a  fhort  time. — 
Another  fall  was  then  prepared  for  a 
fecond  fathering,  which  again  en- 
couraged our  hopes.  At  noon  the  wa- 
ter was  2  7  inchesjthe  fhip's  head  about 
W.  the  wind  blowing  very  hard. 

Dec.  25.  It  ftill  continued  to 
blow  a  ftrong  gale,  the  fea  running 
extremely  high,  often  breaking  ever 
the  fViip  with  great  violence.  Be- 
tween one  and  three  in  the  after- 
noon, the  fecond  fothering  was  got 
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under  the  lliip's  bottom.  About  this 
time  feveral  of  the  crew  became 
almoll:  unable  to  perform  any  duty. 
The  weather  was  likswife  uncom- 
monly piercing.  At  four  the  water 
again  gained  on  us,  when  Mr.  Cle- 
ment.- went  down  by  the  way  of  the 
rudder  into  the  gun-room,  and  from 
thence  into  the  bread  and  fpirit 
rooms,  to  endeavour  to  dilcover  the 
leak,  but  vvithout  ef^edt.  It  was  then 
thougiit  fit  to  endeavour  to  icuttle 
the  deck  clofe  aft,  which,  being  out 
of  the  roll  of  the  water,  would  en- 
able us  to  get  up  and  heave  over- 
board fome  more  of  the  cargo. 

Accordingly,  the  captain,  the 
chaplain,  the  purfer,  and  two  men, 
were  employed  in  this  bufmefs,  but 
unfortunately  endeavouring  to  heave 
up  a  cafk,  it  fell  back  on  the  cap- 
tain, and  bruifed  his  hand  in  fo 
fhocking  a  manner,  as  to  difable 
kirn  from  giving  any  farther  af- 
filiance.  This  endeavour  was  then 
given  up,  and  all  hands  were  again 
iet  to  the  pumps. 

At  five  tiie  water  increafed  to 
four  feet,  and  at  midnight  to  four 
feet  and  a  half.  At  this  time  the 
flarboard  pump  became  difabled, 
from  the  wrench  breaking;  and  the 
leak  from  that  time  gained  upon  us 
very  fail. 

At  four  in  the  morning  the  water 
was  reported  to  have  increafed  to 
fix  feet,  and  at  fix  to  feven  feet. 
About  this  time  tne  people  began 
to  break  off  occafionally  from  the 
pumps,  and  10  fecrete  them  elves, 
and  could  only  be  kept  to  their  duty 
by  threatening  to  have  them  thrown 
overboard.  During  the  night,  the 
fore  and  main-top-iails  were  fhiver- 
ed  by  the  violence  of  the  wind,  and 
the  fliip  left  entirely  at  the  mercy 
of  a  moft  tremendous  fca,  the  dread- 
ful 
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ful  ^rofpcfl  being  rendered  ftill 
more  difmal  by  the  thick,  black, 
ilorniy  clouds,  which  appeared  as  if 
colled^ed  to  hide  our  misfortunes 
from  the  compaflionate  eye  of  Pro- 
vidence. 

The  people  till  now  had  been 
kept  unacquainted  with  the  true 
ftate  of  the  fhip,  which  had  hi- 
therto been  reported  favourable  ; 
wJien  one  of  the  carpenters  ftationcd 
to  found  the  well,  c;ime  up,  and  re- 
ported that  the  water  was  as  high 
as  the  hallop'deck,  and  gaining 
above  a  foot  every  half  hour.  The 
officers  could  not  poffibly  fupprefs 
this  report;  and  many  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  were  really  unable  to  bear 
the  fatigue  any  longer,  immediately 
iiefponded,  and  gave  themfelves  up 


plicated,  to  give  up  this  fatal  refo- 
lution,  and  try  for  fafety  in  the 
boats.  It  was  even  hinted  to  him 
how  highly  criminal  it  wa?  to  psr- 
fevere  in  fuch  a  d',-terminatlon ;  but 
he  was  not  to  be  moved  by  any  in- 
treatics. 

He  was,  notwithftnndlng,  as  a-ftive 
in  providing  for  tlie  fafety  of  the 
boats,  as  if  he  intended  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  fccuring  his  own 
efcape.  He  was  throughout  as  calm 
and  colledcd  as  in  the  happier  mo- 
ments of  his  life. 

At  feven  o'clock  fhe  had  fettled 
confiderably  abaft,  and  the  wat«r 
was  coming  in  at  the  rudder-cafe  in 
great  quantities.  At  half  paft  feven, 
the  water  in  the  hold  obliged  the 
people  below  to  come  upon  deck ; 


to  perifh  with  the  fhip.     A  part  of    the  fhip  appeared  to  be  in  a  fmking 
thofe  who  had  got  any  ftrength  left,     ftate,    and  fettdng    bodily  down,  it 


feeing  that  their  utmoft  efforts  to 
favc  the  fhip  were  likely  to  be  in 
vain,  applied  to  the  officers  for  the 
boats,  which  were  promifed  to  be 
got  in  readinefs  for  them,  and  the 
boatfwain  was  diredly  ordered  to 
put  the  mafts,  fails,  and  compafs,  in 
each.  The  cooper  was  alfo  fet  to 
work  to  fill  a  few  quarter-cafks  of 
water  out  of  fome  of  the  butts  on 
deck,  and  provifions  and  ether 
necefTaries  were  got  up  from  the 
hold. 

Many  hours  previous  to  this. 
Lieutenant  Riou  had  privately  de- 
clared to  his  officers,  that  he  faw  the 
final  lofs  of  the  fhip  was  ine\itab!e, 
and  could  not  help  regretting  the 
lofs  of  fo  many  brave  fellows.  "  As 
for  me,"  faid  he,  "  I  have  deter- 
mined to  remain  in  the  fhip,  and 
lliall  endeavour  to  make  my  pre- 
fence  ufcful  as  long  as  there  is  any 
occafion  for  it  " 


was  therefore  almoft  immediately 
agreed  to  have  recourfe  to  tlic  boats. 
While  engaged  in  confultation  on 
this  melancholy  bufinefs,  Mr.  Riou 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Admiralty, 
which  he  delivered  to  Mr.  Clements, 
It  was  as  follows  : 

"  H.  M.  S.   Guardian, 
Dec.  25,  1789. 

"  If  any  part  of  the  officers  or 
crew  of  the  Guardian  Ihould  ever 
furvive  to  get  home,  I  have  only  to 
fay,  their  conduct  after  the  fatal 
ftroke  againll  an  illand  of  ice  wa's 
.admirable  and  wonderful  in  every 
thing  that  relates  to  their  duty,  con- 
fidered  either  as  private  men,  or  in 
hismajel^y's  fervice. 

"  As  there  feems  to  be  no  poffi- 
bility  of  my  remaining  many  hours 
in  this  v.'orld,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
commend to  the  confideration  of 
the  Admiralty  a  filler,  who,  if  my 


C*  nJiiil  or  fervice  (liould  be  fou- i 
He  was  intreated,  and  even  fup-    delerving  any  mcniorv,  their  favour 
Voi.  XXXil.  \R^  niigh. 
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mi^lu  be  fhewn  to,  together  with  a 
widowed  mother. 

"  1  nm,  Sir, 
"  Remaining  with  oreat  refpecl, 
"  Your  ever  obedient  fervant, 
(Signed)       "  E.  Riou." 
"  Phil.  Stephens,  efq." 

He  then  ordered  the  boats  to  be 
hoiftcd  out,  in  order  to  afford  a 
chance  of  fafety  to  as  many  as  he 
could  with  propriety.  Tht  people 
who  were  able  were  accordingly  col- 
Icfted  together,  and  the  cutter 
hoifted  out  on  the  lee-fide,  and  after- 
wards the  other  boats  on  the  booms. 
They  were  fortunately  all  got  into 
the  water  with  very  little  damage; 
but,  the  <ea  running  immenfely  high, 
it  was  with  difiiculty  they  were  kept 
from  being  Hove  along-fide.  The 
launch  being  forced  to  drop  on  the 
quarter,  to  make  room  for  the  two 
cutters,  was  nearly  drawn  under  tne 
quarter  and  A.ink,  and  at  hA\  obliged 
to  caft  adrift  from  the  fnip,  with 
only  feven  or  eight  men  on  board, 
and  without  any  provifion  or  water. 
A  coil  of  rope  was  then  handed 
from  the  quarter-gallery,  and  paiTed 
over  to  Mr.  Somervillc,  the  gunner, 
in  the  jolly-boat  which  hung  over 
the  ftern.  This^boat,  on  being  low- 
ered down,  was  drawn  under  and 
funk.  As  foon  as  the  launch  had 
again  rowed  a  little  nearer  to  the 
fhip,  one  of  the  people  in  her  caught 
hold  ©f  a  rope,  until  the  cutters 
brought  them  provfions,  &c.  and 
veered  to  a  good  diHance  allern.  A 
fmall  quantity  of  bifcuit,  and  an 
eighteen  gallon  cafk  of  water,  was 
then  let  down  between  the  main  and 
mizen  chains  into  the  fmall  cutter, 
which  was  the  lall  thing  taken  m. 
The  purfer  then  got  into  the  main- 
chains,  and  from  thence  leaped  into 
her  J   Mr.  V/adman  an.d  Mr.  Trem- 


lett  likewife  fortunately  got  into  the 
boat  from  the  mizen-chains.  It  was 
with  great  difficulty  rowed  clear  of 
the  fhip,  and  fleered  for  the  launch. 

The  agitation  of  mind  on  this 
melanc'ioly  occafion  may  be  better 
imagined  than  defcribed.  Mr.  Riou 
was  at  this  moment  walking  the 
quarter-deck,  and  fcemed  happy 
the  boat  had  got  fafe  from  along- 
fide.  The  fhip  was  drifting  aflern, 
and  gradually  finking  in  the  water. 
Mr.  Clements  began  to  be  afraid  fhe 
would  drive  upon  the  launch;  he 
therefore  called  to  the  crew,  to  cut 
the  tow-rope,  and  row  out  of  the 
fhip's  wake. 

Mr.  Somerville,  the  gunner,  who 
was  looking  over  the  ihip's  ftern, 
hearing  the  or'^er,  prayed  them  to 
hold  fart  a  moment,  and  he  would 
jump  overboard,  and  fwim  to  them  : 
he  did  fo,  and  was  foLow-ed  by  John 
Spearman,  feaman,  who  were  both 
received  h^e,  and  the  boat  then  cut, 
and  rowed  out  of  the  fhip's  track. 
About  three  quarters  pad  eight  wg 
got  along-fide  the  cutter,  and  Mr. 
Clements,  Mr.  Wadman,  Mr.  Trem- 
lett,  and  the  purler,  with  one  or 
two  more  of  the  men,  went  on 
board,  and  took  two  bags  of  bif- 
cuit and  a  cafk  of  water.  The  crew 
V,  ere  ordered  back  to  the  fhip,  for 
ftirther  fupplies,  and  to  receive  as 
many  of  the  people  as  could  with 
fafety  betaken  on  board. 

They  were  not,  however,  to  be 
prevailed  on  to  return,  but  rowed 
off  to  fome  dillar.ce,  and  lay-by  to 
ohferve  our  motions.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Crowther  left  tJie  ihip  in  the  cutter, 
and  got  an  opportunity  of  joining 
the  launch,  while  making  the  e.v- 
change.  There  were  then  left  on 
board  the  cutter,  Mr.  Brady,  mid- 
ihipipan,  Mr.  Fletcher,  captain's 
clerk,jind  five  feamen. 

By 
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By  this  time  the  jolly-boat  had 
nearly  come  within  hail,  and  wc 
lay-by  till  informed  of  her  fituation: 
Ihe  brought  with  her  neither  pro- 
vifion,  water,  compafs,  or  quadrant. 
Hence  we  were  reduced  to  the  fad 
medium  of  confulting  our  fafety 
alone ;  and  perhaps  never  did  the 
human  mind  llruggle  under  greater 
difficulties  than  we  experienced  in 
being  obliged  to  leave  fo  many  be- 
hind, in  all  probability  to  periih : 
but  it  was  evident  that  more  people 
could  not,  with  propriety,  be  re- 
ceived on  board  the  launch,  from 
our  quantity  of  provifions,  viz.  two 
bags  of  buifcuit  of  about  loolb. 
each,  two  mutton  hams  of  five 
pounds  each,  a  goofe,  two  fowls, 
about  twelve  pounds  of  butter,  a 
cheefe,  a  fmall  keg  of  rum  contain- 
ing about  four  gallons,  and  a  fmall 
rum  caCc  of  water,  marked  on  the 
head  twenty  gallons.  This  was 
a  very  inadequate  fufienance  for 
fifteen  fouls  already  in  the  boat,  who 
had  to  traverfe  the  vail  dillance  of 
411  leagues  in  a  boifterous  ocean, 
without  any  means  of  relief. 

There  being  yet  a  i'pare  compafs 
and  quadi'ant  iu  the  launch,  they 
were,  by  Mr.  Clements's  direftion, 
handed  into  the  jolly-boat.  At  this 
time  one  of  the  convicts  attempted 
to  get  on  board  us,  but  v/as  oppoied 
by  all,  and  pufhed  into  the  fca.  The 
fellow  in  the  itruggle  caught  hold 
of  Mr.  Clements,  who  was  with 
difficulty  faved  from  being  pulled 
out  of  the  boat  along  with  him.  The 
people  in  the  jolly-boat  picked  the 
man  up  again,  and  then  took  to 
their  oars,  and  rowed  clofe  upon 
our  quarter,  as  if  determined  to 
board  us  by  force.  To  prevent 
therefore  any  fcuffle,  it  was  immedi- 
ately agreed  to  make  fail  j  and  we 
took  our  final  departure   from    this 


fcene  of  mifery  and  diftrefs,  at  about 
nine  o'clock.  The  fhip  at  this  time 
appeared  funk  down  to  her  upper- 
deck  ports.  The  large  cutter, 
which  was  watching  our  motions, 
immediately  made  lail  after  us,  buc 
in  a  fhort  time  fell  much  to  leeward  ; 
Mr.  Clements  thought  they  intend- 
ed making  for  Prince  Edward's,  or 
Marien's  and  Crozet's  illand.  The 
fmali  cutter  remained  hanging  on  at 
a  diltance  fi-om  the  fliip.  They  alfo 
ftepped  their  mall  in  the  jolly-boat, 
and  made  fail  after  us ;  but,  dilap- 
pearing  almoft  at  the  fame  moment, 
v/e  think  the  boat  filled  and  went 
down. 

At  ten  o'clock  we  had  a  hard 
fquall  of  wind,  with  a  heavy  fall  of 
rain;  at  half  pail  eleven  loll  fight 
of  the  fhip  and  fmall  cutter.  At 
noon  obferved  the  latitude  to  be  44 
deg.  7  min.  S. ;  the  boat  was  kept 
as  much  to  the  northward  as  the  fea 
would  allow.  The  wind  at  this  tint--; 
was  about  N.  W. 

Dec.  26.  Strong  gales,  fqually 
and  cloudy  weather,  with  remarka- 
bly high  feas.  We  were  this  night 
very  much  numbed  and  chilled  wicii 
cold,  and  could  get  no  lleep.  In  the 
morning  the  weather  became  rr.cre 
moderate.  At  four  o'clock  ihifted 
the  fore-maft  to  its  proper  place. 
Hepped  the  main-maft,  and  fet  the 
fore  and  main-fails ;  at  eight  the 
people  were  employed  to  make  a 
main- top-fail  cut  of  fome  Iheets, 
and  a  yard  out  of  one  of  the  boat's 
thwarts ;  tlie  hand  cf  a  brpken  oar 
was  converted  into  a  top-m.^.il.  A 
fmall  tobacco  canniiler  was  cut  up 
to  ma];e  a  ryeafure  for  the  diilribu- 
tion  of  the  water,  rather  lefs  than 
a  jill,  two  of  v/hich  it  was  agreed 
to  allo-.v  each  maji  a  day. 

/?...  27.  Firil  part,  modera'.s 
breezes   and    ckludy  weather.— At 
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one    P.  M.    having   boiled    all  our 
poultry,  and  cut  up  the  goofc,  which 
was  but    fmalU   into    fifteen   equal 
parts;  one  of  the  men  forward  was 
then    blind-folded,  and  diredted    to 
call  each  perfon  by  name,  and  ano- 
ther was  appointed  to  ferve  out  the 
morfel    by    lots.      Notwithltanding 
we    had    now    failed  above    thirty 
hours,    all    were   perfedly   fatisfied 
with  the  fmall   morfel ;    and    fome 
had  fo  little  appetite,  that  they  re- 
ferved  a  part  of  it  for  a  future  oc- 
cafion.     But  the  very  fcanty  mea- 
fure  of  water  received  afterwards  by 
no    means    allayed    the    univerfal 
craving  for  drink,  evidently  occa- 
fioned  by  the  exceffive  heat  and  fe- 
verilh  ftate  of  our  bodies.     We  did 
not    dare,    however,    to    take   one 
drop  more  than  the  prefcribed  al- 
lowance.    We    therefore    through 
neceflity  became  philofophers,  and 
fubmitted  with  becoming  refolution 
to  the  exigences  of  the  moment.    At 
feven  we  received  our  fecond  mea- 
fure  o»f  water,  which  being  fucceed- 
ed  by  the  coldnefs  of  the  night,  ad- 
minillered  greatly  to  our  relief.    At 
midnight  it  blew  2.  frefn  gale,  with 
dark,  cloudy,  and   remarkably  cold 
weather.     The  launch  was  at  this 
time   brought    under  her    main-fail 
only,  ^and  the   weather  continuing 
much  the  fame,    no  alteration  was 
made  throughout  the  day. 

Dec.  28.  The  firft  part  frefh  gales 
and  cloudy  weather,  middle  more 
moderate.  About  noon  we  had 
one  of  the  fowls  cut  up,  and  divided 
amongft  us,  as  on  the  preceding  day, 
and  then  received  our  jill  of  water. 
The  heat  and  fever  of  our  bodies  in- 
creafcd,  and  our  lips  began  to  break 
out  in  watery  and  ulcerous  blifler?. 
This  day  one  of  the  crew,being  afraid 
»f  famifbing,  requeued  his  whole 
3 


quantity  of  water  for  the  day  at  one 
ferving,  which  Mr.  Clements  op- 
pofed.  He  therefore  had  recourfe  to 
falt-water,  of  which  he  drank  freely. 
At  five  in  the  morning  got  the  top- 
mall:  up,  and  fet  the  top-fail;  at  ten 
frefh  gales,  lowered  and  took  in  the 
top-fail.  In  thefe  feas  are  conltantly 
vail  numbers  of  fca-fowl  flying 
about;  and  had  we  been  fortunate 
enough  to  have  had  a  fowling-piece, 
we  could  not  have  been  much  at  a 
lofs  for  provifions.  Powder  acd 
fliot  we  had  in  llore,  and  two  brace 
of  piilols,  but  were  unable  to  do 
any  execution  with  them. 

Dec.  29.  This  day  cut  up  and  di- 
vided our  lafl  fowl,  and  Ihared  our 
water  as  before.  At  day-break 
Urong  gales,  with  flying  fhowers  of 
rain,  from  which  we  endeavoured  to 
benefit  as  m.uch  as  polfible,  by 
facing  tJie  weather  with  our  mouths 
open  and  handkerchiefs  fpread  out ; 
but  the  drifting  moiflure  was  fo 
thin  and  light,  that  we  were  barely 
able  to  catch  futRcient  to  wet  our 
lips.  This  morning  we  received  a 
fmall  thimble  -  full  of  rum  each, 
which  v/as    occafionally  allowed. 

Dec.  30.  We  were  this  day  re- 
duced to  a  very  low  ebb  indeed,  and 
could  not  eat  the  fmallefl  crumb,  till 
fupplied  with  an  additional  meafure 
of  water  to  moillen  our  lips,  which 
were  almofl  held  together  by  a 
tough  vifcid  phlegm,  that  could  not 
be  expeftorated  but  with  the  greatefl 
difficulty.  On  this  occafton  we 
dipped  our  bit  of  bifcuit  in  the  wa- 
ter, and  afterwards  fupped  a  little 
of  it  with  each  mouthful,  to  force  it 
down.— The  butter,  cheefe,  and 
hams,  \v£re  left  free  for  the  ufe  of 
every  one  ;  for  they  were  found  to 
occafion  greater  thirfl,  and  therefore 
remained  almoft  untouched.  Several 
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of  the  crew  had  again  recburfe  to 
the  fait  water,  which  appeared  not 
to  have  any  bad  effedls. 

Dec.  31.  We  again  fufFered  great- 
ly this  day  from  the  burning  heat 
of  the  fun,  and  the  parched  ftate 
of  our  bodies,  and  wt  re  allowed  an 
additional  meafure  of  water,  with  a 
larger  portion  of  rum  than  ufual;  in 
which  we  foaked  our  bit  of  bifcuit, 
and  made  our  meal  of  it. — About 
four  in  the  afternoon  the  clouds  be- 
gan to  fhew  for  rain,  and  we  made 
preparations  accordingly  ;  but  were 
fo  unfortunate  as  to  fee  it  fr.U  in 
heavy  fhowers  all  around  us,  and 
had  barely  as  much  ever  the  boat  as 
would  wet  our  handkerchiefs. 

The  people  this  day  appeared  to 
be  in  a  more  hopelefs  ilate  than  ever, 
and  difcovered  figns  of  dlfrefped 
to  their  officers  ;  which  was,  how- 
ever, happily  checked  in  time  by 
the  fpiritcd  conduct  of  the  gunner, 
who  chalUied  the  leader  in  the  face 
of  the  whole  crew,  and  rellored  dif- 
cipline.  Many  of  the  people  this 
day  drank  their  own  urine,  and 
others  tried  the  falt-water.  The 
weather  was  this  day  more  warm 
and  fultry  than  at  any  time  fmce  our 
misfortunes, 

Jan.  I .  We  dined  this  day  as  on 
the  preceding,  and  in  general  ap- 
peared in  better  fpirirs  ;  which  we 
confidered  on  account  of  its  being 
the  firft  day  of  the  new  year,  —  a 
happy  prefage  of  our  fafety  ! 

Jan.  z.  Clear  weather,  till  about 
four  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  be- 
came overcaft,  and  blew  a  frefh  gale. 
We  had  before  this  dined  on  our 
ufual  fire  of  bifcuit  and  water,  with 
half  a  meafure  of  rum,  and  were  all 
in  tolerable  fpirits;  but  the  gale 
'increafing  during  the  night,  and 
the  fea  running  immeniely  high, 
brought  us    again  iiuo  great  daii- 


ger,  v.'hich,  with  the  difappolntment 
of  not  feeing  land  in  the  morning,  as 
expcfted,  reduced  us  to  our  former 
miferable  ftate  of  d;;fpondcncy.  At 
eight  in  the  evening  the  fore-fail 
was  fliifted  to  the  main-maft,  and 
the  boat  failed  under  it  reefed  till 
about  fix  in  the  morning,  when 
the  mizen  was  fet  on  the  fore-maft, 
to  give  her  greater  fteeragc-way. 
At  noon  the  latitude  was  by  obfer- 
vation  33  deg.  ipmin.  and  fuppofed 
longitude  E.  of  Greenwich  34.  deg. 
15  min. 

Jan.  3.  About  fevenin  the  even- 
in-T  the  clouds  put  on  the  appear- 
ance of  a  very  heavy  rain,  but  unfor- 
tunately broke  over  in  a  moll  dread- 
ful llorm  of  thunder  and  lightnli.g, 
attended  with  gulls  of  wind,  and 
very  little  rain,  fucceeded  by  a  vi- 
olent gale  of  feveral  hours  from  the 
S.  W.  in  which  we  were  near  pe- 
rifliing.  On  this  occafion  the  maf- 
ter  aiid  the  gunner  fucceeded  each 
other  at  the  helm,  artd,  by  their  ex- 
perience and  judgment  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  boat,  we  were  this 
night  enabled  to  traverfe  in  fafety 
an  ocean  of  fuch  fierce  and  tre- 
mendous feas,  in  different  diredlions, 
as  we  could  fcarcely  allow  ourfelves 
the  hope  of  efcaping. 

At  day-break  the  gunner,  who,, 
was  then  at  the  helm,  difcovered  a 
fliip  at  a  little  diilance  from  us,  lay- 
ing under  her  bare  poles.  Our  joy 
at  this  fight  was  great  beyond  ex- 
prelhon,  and,  anxious  to  fecure  fo 
favourable  an  occafion,  we  immedi- 
ately made  more  fail,  and  between 
five  and  fix  o'clock  paiTjd  clofe  un- 
der her,  and  informed  her  people  of 
our  dillrefles.  We  then  veered 
about,  and  put  along-Ude  her  on 
the  other  tack. 

The  people  ot>  board  her  crowded 
immediately  to  our   affiltance,  ai-^d 
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received  us  in  the  moll  friendly 
manner.  As  foon  as  were  along- 
fide,  {everal  of  them  jumped  in,  and 
aflilled  in  keeping  the  boat  from  be- 
ing ftove. 

This    lliip  was    named  the   Vif- 
countefs  of  Britannic,  a  French  mer- 
chantman,   Martin    Doree,   mafter, 
with  part  of  Walfh's  or  95th  regi- 
ment, from  the  ifle   of  France,   to 
touch  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for 
a  fupply  of  water  and  provifions,  on 
her  way  to  Europe.     TIic  officers  of 
this  corps  were  unbounded  in  their 
friendlhip  and  attention  towards  us, 
alrording  us  every  polhble  comfort, 
and  even  giving  up    :heir  beds  for 
our  ufe. 

'Jan.   18.    At   noon  anchored  in 
Table  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

But  to  return  to  the  fhip. — She 
continued   fome    davs  in  the  fame 
ilate  as  at  the  departure  of  the  boats, 
at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves, 
without  a  rudder,  and  every  inftant, 
in  danger  of  being  fwallowed  up  in 
the    abyfs.       Attempts,     however, 
were  made  by   the  crew,   occafion- 
ally,  to  reduce  the  water,  when  their 
ftren^th    permitted,     and    thus,  by 
wonderful  exertions,  was  the  Guar- 
dian kep:  afloat,  till  a  Dutch  packet- 
boat  from  the  Spice  illands  and  Ba- 
tavia,  providentially  fceering  a  high 
foutherly  latitude,   fell  in  with  her, 
afforded  her  aid  of  men  and  materi- 
als, and  enabled  her  to  make  good 
h'"r  way  back  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  kept  her  company  during 
hti-  courfp.     The  Guardian  was  full 
^00  leagues  from  the   Cape,   when 
Ihe  leii  m  with  the  iflandof  ice. 


Authentic  Acrount  of  the  Lfs  of  the 
Vaiifittart   Indiaman. 


QUNDAY  xiit  23d  of  Auguft, 
^  Landing  avrois  tr.e  channel  .0- 
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wards  the  Banca  fhore,  at  a  quarter 
paft   four   P.M.   fent  the  cutter  to 
found    to    windward    of    the    fhip, 
there  being  an  appearance  of  flioal- 
water,  and  brought  to  with  the  main 
top-fail  aback,  to  wait  for  her.      At 
a  quarter  pall  five  fhe  returned,  and 
informed  us  that  the  appearance  a- 
rofe  from  a  large  quantity  of  the 
fpawn  of  fi(h  on  the  furface  of  the 
water ;    at  which  time  Ihoaled,  fud- 
denly  from    17  to   10  fathoms,   and 
then  to  feven,  in  a  fmgle  call  of  the 
hand  lead. 

Anchored  im.mediately  with  the 
fmall  bower,  and  clewed  all  up  as 
■  fall  as  pofhble  ;  but,  in  Twinging  to 
her  anchor,  the  fhip  took  the  ground 
abreall  of  the  mizen  chains.  Sound- 
ing around   her,  we  found  fix  fa- 
thoms at  her  bows,  five  at  the  gang- 
ways, in  the  mizer  chains  one-fourth 
lefs  three  ;  but  under  her  flern  four 
one  -  half    fathoms.  —  Immediately 
furled  all  the  fails,  and  brought-to 
upon  the  fmall  bower,  to  endeavour 
to  heave  the  fhip  a-head ;  but  the 
anchor  coming  home  very  fall,  de- 
fiiled,     Tlie  cutter  founding  around 
the    fhip,   found  deep  water  every 
where  to  leeward  of  her.     Set  the 
head-fails,  and  dowfed    the  cable, 
upon  which  fhe  fwang  off  to  her 
anchor,   and    no   wh'-re   along-fide 
found  lefs  than  five  fathoms,  though 
abreall  the  larboard  mizen  chains; 
in  throwing  t.he   lead  a  little  way 
farther  out  from  the  fhip,  found  only 
four  fathoms    upon    a    rock,    from 
which  the  lead  tumbling,  it  fell  intg 
five    fathoms.      The    fhip    making 
water,    turned   the    people   to   the 
pumps. 

By  the  cutter's  foundings,  it  ap- 
peared that  there  v/as  deeper  water 
two  or  three  fliips'  lengths  rigkt 
aHern.  Veered  away  the  whole 
cable,  and  riding  a-head  to  wind, 
which   was  at    t.  S.  E,    found   no 

where. 
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where  lefs   than  fix  fathoms   about 
her,  and  in   feme  ieven ;  but  iome 
little  diftance  aftern  there    a  as  only 
fix'  fathoms,  from  that  deepening  to 
10  and    12  fa:iioms.       All  around 
from    the  S.  E.   to   the   fouthward, 
and  as  far  as  welt,  was  a  clear  chan- 
nel and  deep  water.     Set  a  fpring 
ypon  the  cable  to  infure  her  calling 
to  llarboard ;  fjnt  the  cutter  to  an- 
chor in  deep  water,  and    to  (hew 
lights;  fet  the   head-fails,  and  cut 
tlie  cable;  ran  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  to  the  W.  S.  W.  and  anchored 
with  the  beil  bower  in  18  fathoms 
water,  fand  and  mud.     About  half 
pall  nine,  the  pumps  fucked  ;  lound 
ihe  made  upwards  of  four  feet  an 
hour ;    but  were  able  to  keep  her 
free  during   the   night  with  all  the 
pumps  going.     At  day -light,  hear- 
ing a  ruilling  of  water  in  tlie  bread- 
room,  cleared  away  by  hoiiling  up 
1 3  chells  of  treafure  and  the  bread, 
and    found    the    water     rulhing    in 
through   the  cieling,    about    tiiree 
feet  above  the  keelfon  on  the  liar- 
board  fide,  and  about  1 8  jjiches  abaft 
the  bulk-head  of  the  bread-room  : 
cut  out  a  piece  of  the  cieling,  when 
we  could  plainly  perceive  that  the 
outfide    plank    was    Hove    in,  day- 
light  appearing  through  her   bot- 
tom.    Endeavoured  to  £11  the  room 
betwixt  the  timbers  up  with  oakum, 
but  found  it   impoflible.     We  then 
prepared  a  piece  of  ft\-,  about  four 
feet  long,  and  nearly  the  fize  of  the 
chamber,  forhering    it   round  with 
oakum,  to  fill  up.    Put  one  end  of  it 
betwixt  the  cieling  and  outfide  plank, 
and  endeavoured  to  fecure  the  other 
end  down,  but  found  the   force  of 
water  fo   great  we  could  derive  no 
benefit  from  this.     Swifted  the  (hip, 
and  prepared  a  ihcep's  (kin ;    and  a 
feaman   (John  Bartlett)    undertook 
for  a  reward  to  dive,   and  endea- 


vour   to    place    the  ficin  over    the 
lead,  and  which  he  alTertcd  he  had 
done.     No  good,  however,  was  de- 
rived from  it ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
water  began  to  gain  on  the  pumps 
confidcrably.     It  was   then   agreed 
in  confultation  to  cut  the  cable,  and 
run  as  fall  as  poffible,  hoping  to  be 
able  to  keep  her  afloat  till  we  could 
reach   the    flat    fhore    of  Sumatra, 
where  we  fhould   be  in  the  tradl  of 
fhips,  and   perhaps   be  able  to  fave 
the  treafure  at  leaft.     This  was  put 
in  execution  about  three  P.  M.  the 
water  having  g.uned  18  inches  upon 
the    pumps  in   li.e  lail  two  hours, 
lleered  at  firil  N.  N.W.  then  N.W, 
but    the    water  gaining    very    fai"^, 
hauled  in  W.  for  the  lard  of  Bar.ca. 
At  five   P.M.  notv. ithilanding   the 
moll    vigorous    exertions     at    the 
pumps,  the  water    had    gained    in 
greater  proportion  for  the  lall  half 
hour  thaii  before,  having  now  5  feet 
6  inches  in  the  hold.    Saw  an  ifland 
from   the  m.afl-head,  bearing  VV.  S. 
W.  and  hauled  up  for  it,  but  could 
not  fetch  it.     What  hands  could  be 
fpared  from   the   pumps  were  em- 
ployed in  holding  up  water  and  pro- 
vifions  out  of  the  fore  hole,  getting 
th'e  long-boat  out,  ard  rigging  her. 
During  the  hours  of  fix,  feven,  and 
eight,  the  (hip  fettled  fall,  not\vith- 
llanding  the  utmo(l  exertions  at  the 
pumps,  the  water  having   gained  to 
eight  feet.     At  about  a  quarter  be- 
fore nine,  ran  her  on  fhore  upon  an 
ifland  in  the  lat.  of  8  deg.  9  min.  S. 
and    about    feven    miles    from    the 
coall  of  Banca,  there  being  now  g 
feet  10  inches  of  water  in  the  hold. 
She  grounded  upon  a  bank  of  fand, 
jull   without   a   reef  of  rocks,  and 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
the  ifland  from  which  the  reef  ex- 
tended.    At  day  light  in  the  morn- 
ing, fent  an  ofhcer  on  fhore  to  en- 
[/?  4]  deavour 
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deavour  to  find  water,  who,  after  the 
moll  diligent  fearch,  in  which  he 
was  unfucccGful,  returned  on  board. 
We  h?.d  been  able  to  hoitt  out  of  the 
hold  but  one  butt,  four  gang  cades, 
and  five  fma'!  caflcs,  before  the  water 
flowed  over,  which,  with  eight  cafes 
of  porter,  was  all  the  liquor  we 
coulJ  get  at,  except  fpirits.  In 
cor.fultation  it  was  unanimoufly  a- 
greed  to  embark  the  people  in  the 
boats,  witli  what  water  and  provi- 
fions  they  could  carry,  and  proceed 
to  the  ifland. 

Accordingly  on  Tucfdav  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M.  we  embarked  in  our 
boats,  leaving  behind  what  porter 
and  provifions  we  were  unable  to 
carry  ;  having  p'-eviouily  thrown 
overboard  13  chtiis  of  treafure, 
fpiked  up  the  quarter-deck  guns, 
and  thrown  overboard  wliat  powder 
and  ammunition  remained  after  fup- 
plying  the  boats. 

Tlie  order  in  which  wc  embarked 
was  as  follows : 

Number 

ot  Hands- 

Tlie  captain  and  chief  mate 

in  the  cutter,  in  alj 
The  fecond  and  foui  th  ditto, 

lu  the  long- boat 
The    third    and    fifch   ditto, 

in  the  pinnace 
The  fi:;th  and  gunner  in  the 

yawl 
In  the  jolly-boat 
I  lie  boatfv.'ain  and  four  more 

in  the  aiee 


H 

S9 

H 

H 
8 


) 

In  all  1 44 

The  long-boat  very  narrowly 
efcaped  being  lofl,  having  ftruck 
on  the  reef  of  the  ifland  ;  and  with 
all  our  exertions  we  found  it  im- 
poffible  to  get  her  without  it  before 
dark.  Accordingly  brought  her  to 
anchor,  and  the  fmall  boats  returned 
and  lay  under  the  lee  of  the  ih.y  for 


the  night.  In  the  morning  (Wod- 
nciday  26th  Augull  17^9),  tool^ 
our  final  departure,  and  flood  along 
ihore,  having  all  the  people  em- 
barked, except  George  Scott,  fea- 
man,  who  was  drowned  in  the  gun- 
room. 

The  boats  kept  very  well  toge- 
ther, till  Friday  morning,  when  it 
was  diicovered  that  the  boatfvvain, 
with  four  hands,  were  miffing.  At 
one  P.  M.  difcovered  two  fhips  at 
anchor,  near  the  Banca  fhore,  and  at 
half  paft  four  P.  M.  got  on  board 
the  Nonfuch,  capt.  Canning,  and 
the  General  Elliot,  capt.  Lloyd, 
EngliHi  country  fhips,  who  received 
us  with  all  imaginable  kindneis ;  as 
foon  as  the  people  were  a  little  re- 
frefl;ed,  the  cutter  was  lent  in  fearch 
of  the  gigg.  but  returned  without 
fuccefs  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. 


Trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  0,^'Renwick 
Williams,  commonly  calkd  The 
Monlter. 

ENWICK  V/ILLIAMS  was 

indidled  upon  the  rtatule  of 
111  George  J.  for  afi'auliing  Mifs 
Ann  Porter  on  the  king's  highway, 
and  felonioufly  and  maiicioully  in- 
tending to  cut  and  dcllroy  her 
cloaths. 

There  was  another  count  for  cut- 
ting and  fea;  ing  her  clothes. 

Mr.  Pigort,  Icadir^  counfel  for 
the  profecution,  ilated  the  cafe  with 
great  preciiion. 

Mifs  Ann  Porter,  the  profecu- 
trix,  was  the  f.rfl  witnels.  She  faid, 
that  on  the  i8th  of  January  lall  llid 
left  the  ball-room  at  St.  James's,  at 
a  quarter  pall  eleven  o'clock  at 
night,  and  went  towards  her  fa- 
ther's  houfe,  accompanied  by  her 

fillers. 
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fiftersj  and  a  Mrs.  Meale,  As  flie 
was  paffing  the  rails  of  the  houfe, 
fhe  received  a  violent  blow  on  her 
hip,  and,  turning  round,  faw  the 
prifoner  Itoop  down;  fhe  knew  it 
was  him,  having  feen  his  perfon  be- 
fore, and  having  been  previoufly 
infulted  by  him  with  language  too 
iliocking  to  repeat.  Thefe  previous 
infults  (he  had  received  from  him  in 
the  day-time  three  or  four  times, 
and  therefore  Ibe  took  particular 
notice  of  him.  After  having  affault- 
ed  her,  he  came  by  the  rails  of  the 
door,  ilood  clufe  to  her,  and  ftared 
her  full  in  the  face.  Her  upper 
and  under  garment  were  cut,  and 
fhe  was  terribly  wounded  by  fome 
extremely  fnarp  inftrument.  She  faw 
the  prifoner  afterwards  in  St. James's 
Park,  on  the  13th  of  June,  when 
file  pointed  him  out  to  Mr.  Cole- 
man. She  was  then  delired  to  look 
at  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  which  flie 
did,  and  pofitively  declared  he  was 
the  man  who  had  allkulted  her;  fhe 
had  fuffered  fo  much  from  him,  that 
ilie  could  not  be  miitikcn  in  his 
perfon,  which  had  left  a  ftrong  im- 
prefllon  on  her  mind. 

Mifs  Sarah  Porter  was  then  call- 
ed, and  defired  to  look  at  the  pri- 
foner. She  faid,  fhe  had  feen  him 
previous  to  the  i8th  of  January,  he 
having  followed  clofe  behind  her 
while  fhe  was  walking,  and,  leaning 
his  head  towards  her  fhoulder,  ut- 
fercd  the  moll  horrid  language. 
She  faw  him  in  St.  James's-ftreet 
about  a  quarter  palt  eleven  o'clock, 
while  in  company  with  her  filler 
Ann ;  he  was  Jlanding  with  his 
back  towards  them  as  they  pafTed, 
but  fome  chairmen  coming  by,  faid, 
"  By  your  leave,  ladies ;"  upon 
hearing  which  tlie  prifoner  inllantly 
turned  round,  and,  perceiving  the 
witnefi,   exclaimed,    "  Oh  1    ohl" 


and  gave  her  a  violent  blow  on  the 
back  of  her  head.  The  witnefs  then 
defired  her  filler  to  run  away,  fay- 
ing, "  Don't  you  fee  the  <vor(tch  is 
behind  us.'"  the  name  by  which 
they  had  diftinguiihed  him.  This 
witnefs  confirmed  the  telHmony  of 
her  filler  as  to  the  aflault  in  quef- 
tion,  and  fwore  pofitively  to  the 
identity  of  the  prifoner's  perfon, 
from  her  having  frequently  been 
followed  and  infulted  by  him. 

Milles  Rebecca  and  Martha  Porter 
alfo  confirmed  the  evidence  of  their 
filler,  the  profecutrix,  and  proved 
the  identity  of  the  prifoner,  they 
having  both  feen  him  feveral  times 
before  the  queen's  birth-day,  and 
come  in  for  a  fhare  of  his  obfcene 
language.     ' 

Mr.  John  Coleman  was  then  ex- 
amined. He  faid,  that  being  in 
company  with  the  Mifs  Porters,  in 
St.  James's  Park,  on  the  13th  of 
June  laft,  and  being  told  that  the. 
man  who  had  alTaulted  the  profe- 
cutrix had  juil  palled  them,  he  im- 
mediately followed  the  prifoner, 
who,  fufpcfting  he  was  followed, 
walked  on  veiy  fall.  He  purfued 
him  through  different  flreets,  look- 
ing full  in  his  face,  and  doing  every 
thing  to  affront  him,  in  order  that 
he  might  provoke  him  to  an  alter- 
cation ;  but  the  prifoner  would  not 
take  any  affront,  bearing  patiently 
every  infalt  offered.  The  witnefs 
felt  himfclf  in  fome  agitation,  and 
was  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  means 
he  fhould  adopt,  as  he  did  not  think 
it  prudent  to  charge  him  direftly 
with  being  the  Monfier.  He  was, 
however,  determined  to  purfue  Jiim; 
and  upon  the  prifoner's  at  lall  go- 
ing into  the  houfe  of  a  Mr.  Smith 
(after  knocking  at  two  or  three 
doors),  he  followed  him,  and  alked 
Mr.  Smith  in  the  prcfcnce  of  the 
prifoner. 


266]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    179c. 

prifoncr,  who  he  was;  and  imme- 
diately apologizing  for  this  quef- 
tion,  laid  he  mull  beg  the  prifoner 
to  give  him  his  addrcls.  Mr.  Smith 
and  the  priloncr  wilhcd  to  have 
feme  reafon  alfigned  for  this  quef- 
tion;  upon  which  the  witnefs  an- 
fwerei,  he  was  X*.  ^  that  the  pri- 
foner h:'.d  inful^;ed  fome  ladies.  The 
priioner  replied,  he  had  never  in- 
iuited  any  lady,  and,  after  fome  lit- 
tle converfation,  gave  the  witnefs 
his  addrefs,  which  wa.s,  "  Mr.  Wil- 
♦'  liams.  No.  52,  Jermyn-llreet," 
—the  houfe  vvhere  the  prifoner's 
mother  lived,  and  almoll  clofe  to  his 
own  lodgings.  The  witnefs,  upon  fee- 
ing the  name  Williams,  faid,  "  Good 
God  !  I  think  I  know  vou."  Tq 
which  the  prifoner  anfv\ercd,  "  I 
think  I  knovv'  you."  The  witnefs 
then  exprefied  his  fiirpri^e,  that  he 
had  not  recc'leded  him  while  he 
VN'aS  following  him,  although  he 
looked  in  his  face  fo  often ;  to 
whicji  the  prifoner  faid,  *  And  it  is 
iurprifmg  that  I  fliould  not  haAe 
known  you."  The  witnefs  informed 
the  court,  that  he  had  feen  him 
feveral  times  at  fome  aifenibly- 
room. 

After  exchanging  addreffc^,  they 
went  out  together  from  Mr.  Smitli's 
houfe,  and  the  witnefs  took  leave 
of  the  prifoner;  but  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes afterwards  he  thought  he  had 
acted  wrong  in  leaving  him ;  he 
therefore  purfued  and  overtook 
him,  faying,  he  Ihould  not  be  fatif- 
fied,  unlels  he  would  accompany 
him  to  the  ladies.  The  prifoner, 
after  e.xpreiilng  his  wifh  to  meet  the 
witnefs  at  fome  coffee-houfe,  was  at 
length  prevailed  upon  to  go  with 
him  to  the  Mifs  Porter.-> ;  and  upon 
his  entering  the  parlour,  two  of  the 
young  ladies  inflantly  fainted  away, 
faying,   'Ti;ai    is    the  wr0/^im^^-l*'kt 


prifuner  faid,  the  ladies  behaviour 
was  very  llrange,  and  he  hoped  they 
were  not  fo  prejudiced  againll  him 
as  to  take  him  for  the  man  that  had 
been  advei  tifed.  He  did  not  appear 
to  be  the  Icall  agitated. 

The  profecutrix's  clothes  were 
produced  in  court.  They  were  cut 
quite  through,  from  the  bottom  up 
to  tlie  waift. 

M'Manus  fearched  the  prifoner's 
lodging,  which  was  at  the  George 
public-houfe,  Bury-flreet.  It  wa? 
a  garret,  in  which  were  two  beds  in 
the  front  room,  aia  mo  in  the 
back,  but  only  one  door  into  both 
apartments.  He  found  a  white  coat, 
a  pair  of  boots,  and  an  old  hat. 

Mr.  Tomkins,  a  furgcon,  pro^'ed 
the  wound  the  profecutrix  had  re- 
ceived, which  was  infiifted  v.ith  an 
extremely  fharp  inlb  ument.  It  was 
three  or  four  inches  deep,  and  about 
nine  or  ten  in  length. 

DEFENCE. 
The  prifoner  lamented  the  havd- 
fliip  of  his  cafe.  He  faid,  he  had  no. 
fatisfaftion,  under  the  load  of  re- 
proach and  calumny  that  had  been 
thrown  upon  him  by  popular  pre- 
judice, proceeding  from  a  fatal  mif- 
take  made  by  his  profccutors,  but 
confcious  innocence.  He  had  been 
already  prematurely  co nv idled  ;  but 
he  trulled  the  evidence  he  fliould 
adduce  vvould  m.ake  his  innocence 
manifell. 

Many  witnefles  were  then  called 
to  prove  an  a/iii. 

Mr.  Michelle,  a  fiower-maker., 
depofed,  that  the  prifoner  had 
\yorked  for  him  for  about  eight  or 
nine  months  paft;  that  he  was  at 
work  with  him  on  the  queen's  birth- 
dav  from  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening 
till  half  pail  twelve  at  night.  The 
reafon  ot  his  llaying  fo  late  \yas  the 
prefs  of  b  jfinef';.     He  was   fure  it 

was 
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was  half  part  twelve  when  he  went 
away,  as  a  fervant  looked  at  the 
clock,  and  heard  the  watchman  call 
the  hour,  which  agreed  with  it. 
This  witnefs  being  a  foreigner,  his 
evidence  was  communicated  by  an 
interpreter. 

Several  other  witncfies,  who 
worked  for  Michelle,  three  of  whom 
were  females,  alfb  poiitively  fup- 
ported  this  alibi,  and  declared  that 
the  prifoner  was  a  very  good-  naturcd 
man,  and  extremely  kind  and  affa- 
ble to  the  female  fex  ;  but  they  had 
not  known  him  but.-  for  a  fliort 
time. 

There  were  fome  eircuftances 
f^ated  by  thefe  witnefies  in  which 
they  contradidled  each  other,  efpe- 
cially  as  to  the  time  Michelle  was 
at  home  in  the  afternoon,  and  the 
looking  at  the  clock  when  ti^e  pri- 


foner went  home  on  the  queen's 
birth-night;  but  they  all  fwoic  .hat 
he  did  not  go  away  before  half  pall 
twelve  o'clock. 

Seventeen  witnefTes  were  called 
to  the  piifoncr's  charafter,  fome  of 
whom  were  very  handfome  women. 
They  all  gave  him  a  mod  excellent 
charafler  for  good-nature,  hyma- 
iMty,  and  kindncfs  lo  the  fair-fex  in 
particular. 

Mr.  Jullice  BwUer  fummed  up  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  v.ith  his 
ufual  abilities,  accompanied  by  num- 
berlefs  appofite  obfervanons.  He 
faid,  if  the  jury  (hould  pronounce 
the  prifoner  guilty,  he  fhould  referve 
the  quertion  of  law,  as  it  was  a  new 
cafe,  for  the  opinion  of  the  twelve 
judges. 

The  jury  pronoiinced  the  pri- 
fouer  Guilty, 


A    GENE. 
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A     GENERAL      BILL 


O  F 


All  the  CHRISTENINGS  and  BURIALS, 

Froni  December  15,  1789,  to  December  14,  1790. 

#»t  -a.       1    ^  Males       0766  7      T,     .    ,  C  iVIales     0102  7    Decreafed  in  the  Barials 
vnnftened   <  r,        1       '         ?•      Buried -J  „        1     o.^   r  t  .1  •    -v;- 

^Females  9114  ^  ^  Females  8L.46  i  this  Year  271 1. 

Total  Males  and  Females  Chvilleiied  iSgSo.- — Total  Males  and  Females  Buried  18038. 


IDied  under  Two  Years  5877 
Bfftsveen  Two  and  Five  1948 
—Five  and  Ten  748 

— T-Ten  and  Twenty  640 

— Twenty  and  'Ihirty  J 2.77 
-—Thirty  and  Forty        173-3 


— Forty  Ji.d  Fifty 
— Fifty  and  Sixty 
— Sixty  and  Seventy 
—Seventy  and  Eighty 
-Eigh.y  and  Ninety 


818 

376 


A  Hundred  and  Two 
A  Hundred  and  'I'hree 
A  Hundred  and  Five 
A  Hundred  4nd  Sever; 


^Ninety  and  a  Hundred  51 


DISEASES. 
Boitive  and  Stil- 
bora  3o6 

Abicefs  1 7 

Aged  loco 

Ague  3 

Apoplexy  and  Sud- 
198 
Afthma    ajid 

£c 
Eed- ridden 
Bleeding 
Sloody  Flux 
Burflen      and 


Phthi- 

13 

7 


Rup- 
13 
53 


150 


Cancer 

fa-nkcr 

Chicken  Pox 

Childbed 

Cholic,  Gripes,  twilt 

ingof  the  Guts    6 
Cold  3 

Canfumption  4852 
Cwnvulfions  4003 
Cough  and  Hooping- 

Cough  391 


76- 


Diabetes 

Dropfy 

Evil  c 

Fever,  malignant  Fe- 
ver, J^earlet  Fever; 
Spotted  Fever,  and 


2^85 

5 
4 


83 


Furples 
Fiftula 
Flux 

French  Pox 
Gout 
Gravel, Strangury, and 

Stone  41 

Grief  4 

HcaJ-A.  ■•,  c 
Headnvuidihot,  H"  r- 

Ihf.  ^.'.Cd^.:  -:'d  Wa 

ter  in  the  Head    48 

Jauntiice  33 

ImpoiUiumc  2 

Inflammation  142 

Itch  o 

Leprofy  3 

Lethargy  3 

Livergrovvn  i 
Lunatick 


119 

I 

185 


52. 


Mcafl'"3 
Mucu;/ ige 
Mortification 
Palfy 

Pleurify  7 

Q^infy  2 

Rafh  2 

Rheumatifm  7 

Rickets  2 

Rifing  of  the  Lights  o 
Scald  Head  o 

Scurvy  5 

Small  Pox  1617 

Sore  Throat  t; 

Sores  and  Ulcers  7 
St.  Anthony's  Fire  g 
Stoppage  in  the  Sto- 
mach 7 
Surfeit  2 
Swelling  c 
Teeth  41^ 
Thrufh  45 
Tympany  o 
Vimiting  and  Loofe- 
•^efs  c 
Worms                        S 


CASUALTIES. 

BRoj^en  Limbs  4 
Bruilcd  3 

Burnt  1 5 

Choaked  2 

Drowned  119 

Excedive Drinking  5 
Executed  *  14, 

Found  Dea4  6 

Fradured  3, 

Frighted  a 

Frozen  o 

Killed  by  Falls  and 
fevcral  other  Ac- 
cidents 64 
K-iUed  thcm.felvcs  31 
Licked  by  a  mad  dog  o 
Murdered  3 
Overlaid  1 
Poifoned  4 
Scalded  8 
Smothered  i 
Starved  4 
Suffocated                 2 

Total    291 


*  TJwre  have  been  executed  in  Middlefex  and  Surry  38  ;  of  wh'ch  number  i4onlyha¥e 
been  reported  a:;  buried  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality. 
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The  following  authentic  Extrafts  from  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  taken 
from  Accounts  colIe(5ted  from  the  Cultom-Houfe  Books,  and  delivere4 
to  Mr.  John  James  Catherwood,  Receiver  of  Cora  Returns,  by  Autho- 
rity of  Parliament. 

j^x  jiccount  of  the  ^lantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  frofn,  and  im- 
ported into,  England  and  Scotland,  nuith  the  Bounties  and  Dravjbacks 
paid,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon,  for  the  Tear  ended  the  ^th  eflz.- 
nuary,  1791. 


E 

X     P     0     R     T 

R    D. 

1790. 

ENGLAND. 

British. 

Foreign. 

Bounties  and 

Quarters. 

Qua 

rters. 

Drawbacks  paid. 

Wheat     -.     -       - 

- 

II 

742 

£■      ^'     ^ 

cwt. 

qrs.   lb. 

D"  Flour         -     - 

- 

23'503 

12,434 

0      18 

Rye      -       -       - 

- 

47 

Barley      -      -       - 

- 

18,829 

55 

1 

Malt     -     -     -      - 

- 

3 1 '695 

> 

10,173  15  z  Bq. 

Oats     -     -      .      - 

- 

11,23- 

t.368 

Oatmeal     -      - 

- 

1,033 

8 

Drawback.^  Nil. 

Beans      -       _      _ 

_ 

8,820 

1,259 

Peafe     -     -      -     - 

_ 

7.116 

Indian  Corn 

- 

- 

5.496 

J 

SCOTLAND 

Wheat     -      -       - 

_ 

1,296  1 

" 

D«  Flour      -      - 

_ 

i>o<j±\ 

Barley       .       _      . 

- 

x^l 

D°,  hulled      -       - 

_ 

198^ 

3S7I 

Malt 
Oats 

- 

>  ~ 

- 

464  13   lelBs. 

Oatmeal 

- 

246! 

■■ 

Groats 

_ 

10! 

j 

Peafe  and  Beans     - 

- 

382: 

! 

I 

M     P     0     R     T 

E     D. 

ENGLAND. 

Quarters. 

Duties  received. 

Wheat 

- 

I74'514 

cwt.   qrs.  lbs. 

-■ 

£■      --•  ^• 

D°  Flour 

- 

65,862    0    12 

qrs. 

Rye     - 

- 

21,683 

Barley 

r 

24,267 

0,35^  17  3 

Oats 

- 

614,768 

Oatmeal 
Beans     - 

- 

J|,79S 

1 

' 

Pealc 

- 

3,54« 

i 

Indian  Corn 

- 

;           10,546 

I M  PORTED, 
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SCOTLAND. 
Wheat 
D*  Flour 
Barley 
Oats 
Oatmeal 
Beans  and  Peafe 


M     P     O     R     T     E     D. 
I     Quarters.    }      Duties  received. 


25 


333!  I 

87,9961  f 
2-j.:6i  I ;  I 
192:  J 


1,630 


d. 


TIn"  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  Prices  of  Corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchcfter  bufliel,  for  the  year  1 790. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

s.     d. 

/.     d. 

s.     d. 

/.     d. 

s.     d. 

6     7| 

4     3 

3     2 

2     4 

3     10 

N.  B.    The  price  of  the  fineft  and  coarfefl;  forts  of  grain  generally  ex^ 
ceed  and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

Wheat.     Rye.    Barley.     Oats.    Beans. 
Perbufhel,       6d.         3d.         3d.         3d.         6d. 


PRICES 
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STATE  of  the  BAROMETER  and  THERMOMETER,  for 

the  Year  1790. 

N.  B.  T'behigheji  end  lo'wejl  Degree  at  njchich  the  Barometer  and  Ther- 
tnomeier  Jicod  in  each  Month  fs/et  do-ivn. 

Days.  Barometer. 

T  J     8        -        30 — 4c.  — 

January      -|^^      _      ^^_J^^  _ 

February    -<    ^ 

'        (^26       -      29 — 90.  — 


March 


(24. 


30 — 6  2. 
29 — 80. 


8      -       29—18. 

2      -       29—45. 
2      -       30— IS- 


30—99. 
29—52. 

29 — 32. 
30—14. 


April           -{    ^  "  ^°'~'^' 
May            -  I  ^ 

J^"^  -{  9 

July    -     -{4 

Auguft        -\    I  -  -9-69. 

^              1  18  -  30 — II. 

September- 1  ^^  -  ^oT^jy! 

Oaober      -ji^  -  30-33. 

(28  -  29 — 64. 

November  - 1  J;  I  ItZfi 

December- 1  j^  [  30-32. 


Days. 

Thermometer' 

1     9 

(13 

33- 

52. 

14 

37- 

Sh 

{^5 

53- 

39- 

{^3 

3S' 

55- 

It 

51. 

-        63. 

I  22 

55- 

-        73. 

U 

66. 

54. 

ll' 

72. 

57- 

u 

50. 
62. 

u 

36. 

lit 

-        36. 
51. 

III 

50. 

28. 

Pu6/u 
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Public  Acls  pajjed  in  the  fe-ve>ilh  Sff- 
Jion  of  the  Je-venteentb  Parliament 
^ Great  Britain. 

N  aft  for  indemnifying  all 
perfons  who  Jiave  been  con- 
cerned in  advifing  or  carrying?  into 
execution  certain  orders  of  council 
refpedling  the  eyportation  of  corn 
and  grain,  and  alfo  certain  Orders 
illued  by  the  governor  general  of 
liis  Majefty's  colonies  in  America. 

Aifl  for  the  better  fupport  of  the 
dignity  of  fpeakcr  of  the  houfe  of 
commons ;  and  for  difabling  the 
fpeaker  for  the  time  being  from 
holding  any  oitice  or  place  of  profit, 
during  pleafure,  under  the  crown. 

The  America  intercourfe  tit\. 

An  aft  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons 
as  have  omitted  to  qualify  them- 
felves  for  oiiices  and  employments. 
Set. 

An  aft  for  continuing  fo  much  of 
an  aft  as  relates  to  the  rendering  the 
payment  of  creditors  more  equal 
and  expeditious  in  North  JJritain. 

An  aft  for  taking  cfr  the  duties 
on  unwrougiit  tin  exported  beyoud 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope; 

Aft  to  continue  feveral  la'vvs  re- 
lative to  the  manufafture  of  leather, 
^c. 

Aft  to  continue  the  encourage- 
iTJcnt  and  reward  of  pcrions  dif- 
tovering  the  longitude,  &c. 

Aft  for  allowing  time  for  the  en- 
rollment of  deeds  and  wills  made  by 
papifls. 

Aft  for  relief  of  the  American 
loyalills  and  Eail  Florida  fufterers. 

Aft  to  fettle  an  annuity  on  the 
heirs  and  defendants  of  William 
Penn,  efq.  the  original  proprietor  of 
the  province  of  Pennfylvania. 

Aft  to  fettle  an  annuity  on  the 
Rev.  Francis  Willis,  M.  D. 

VcL.  XXXII. 


Aft  for  amending  an  aft  27  Geo. 
III.  for  allowing  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  certain  goods  in 
the  ports  of  Jamaica,  Grenada,  Do- 
minica, New  Pfx»viden<'e,  c!cc. 

Aft  to  exempt  goods  imported 
from  the  fcttlement  of  Yucatan, 
from  the  duties  impofed  on  the  fales 
of  them  by  auftion,  Sec. 

Aft  for  permitting  the  importa- 
tion of  Cafliew  gum,  &c. 

Aft  for  encouraging  new  fettlers 
In  his  majelly's  Airerican  colonies. 

Aft  for  regulating  the  flave  trade. 

Aft  to  enable  the  governors  of 
certain  places  beyond  the  feas  to  re- 
mit the  fentcnce  of  tranfported  fe- 
lons. 

Aft  to  change  the  punifhment  of 
burning  of  women. 

Aft  to  empower  juftices,  kc.  to 
vifit  p.irifa  v^■orkhbules. 

Two  afts  reip  fting  the  duties  on 
low  wines  and  fpirits  in  North  Bri- 
tain. • 

Aft  to  continue  the  farming  of 
'the  poft-horfe  duties. 

Aft  to  alter  an  aft  12  Geo.  JI.  to 
prevent  frauds  in  gold  and  filvcr 
wares,  and  to  alter  an  aft  24.  Geo. 
Jil.  granting  a  duty  on  gold  and  fil- 
ver  plr.te. 

Aft  for  granting  new  duties  oq 
wine  licences. 

Aft  for  laying  a  duty  on  the  im- 
portation of  rape  ieed,  &c  and  for 
the  importation  of  rape  cakes  duty- 
free. 

Aft  for  converting  certain  an- 
nuities by  tontine,  eftablifhed  by 
an  aft  of  laft  icflion,  into  certain 
a  muities  for  an  abiblute  term  cP 
years. 

Aft  for  granting  new  duties  on 
tobacco.  Sec 

Aft  to  continue  for  a  limited  time, 
the  indemnity  aft  palTed  Feb.  25,  of 
the  prefer.t  fefTion. 

[5]  Aa 
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AH  to  continue  the  a.8.  26  G.  ILI. 
for  appointing  commiliioners  to  en- 
quire into  the  ilatc  of  the  crown 
lands. 

Act  to  explain  an  zSi  zo  Geo. 
TIL  concerning  county  elcdions. 

Ad  to  amend  the  act  limiting  the 
number  of  outfide  pallengers  of  ilage ' 
coaches,  Sec. 

Ad  to  autjiorxze  the  commifiion- 
ers  of  the  cultoms  to  defray  charges 
of  feizLires  out  of  his  majeily's  Ihare 
of  feizures  in  general. 


J^n  Abjirad  of  an  Ad  for  limiting  the 
Number  of  Perfons  to  he  carried  on 
the  Outjide  rf  Stage-Coaches,  and 
ether  Carriages.  28  Geo.  III.  C. 
57,   1788. 

ROM  the  I  ft  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1788,  if  the  driver  of  any 
coach,  or  other  fuch  carriage,  tra- 
velling for  hire,  fhall  permit  more 
than  iix  perfons  at  one  time  to  ride 
upon  the  roof,  or  more  than  two 
perfons  to  ride  upon  the  box,  of  any 
fuch  coach  or  carriage,  on  convic- 
tion, either  by  his  own  confefiion, 
tlie  view  of  a  Juftice,  or  by  oath  of 
a  credible  witnefs  before  a  Juftice 
of  the  place  where  the  offence  may 
be  committed,  to  forfeit  forty  ftiil- 
lings  for  every  perfon  riding  asout- 
iide  paffenger  above  the  number 
mentioned ;  and  if  the  offender  be 
owner  of  the  coach,  then  four 
pounds :  and,  in  default  of  payment 
cf  either  penalty,  the  offender  may 
be  committed  for  a  month. 

If  the  driver  of  any  coach,  &c. 
travelling  with  a  greater  number  of 
cutfide-paftengers  than  allowed,  can- 
not be  found,  or  ftial!  not  a,ppear 
in  confequence  cf  the  Juitice's  fum- 
mons  on  fuch  complaint,  then  the 
owner  of  fuch  (;oa<;h,  ^^c,  i§  liable. 


to  the  penalty  of  forty  *  iilllng!?. 

If  a  Conftable  neglcd  to  execute 
the  warrant  purfuant  to  liiis  ad,  on 
convidion  before  a  Juftice, on  his  own- 
confeinon,  or  by  oath  of  a  credible 
witnefs,  to  forfeit  fori/  fhillings,;, 
and,  if  not  forthwith  ril'l,  may  be 
committed  to  gaol  for  a  '-nontli. 

The  forms  of  the  proceedings  re- 
lative hereto  are  exprcfl'ed  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  ad. 

The  former  Ad  altered,  explained^ 
and  amended;  and  for  regulating 
the  Condud  of  the  Dri'vers  and 
Guards  of  Stage -Coaches,  or  other 
Carriages.  30  Geo.  III.  c.  36} 
1790. 

FROM  the  29th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1790,  if  the  driver  of  any 
coach,  or  otlier  fuch  ca.rriage,  drawn 
by  three  or  more  horfcs,  and  going 
for  hire,  permit  more  than  one  per- 
fon on  the  coach- box  befides  him- 
felfV  and  four  on  the  roof;  and,  if 
fuch  carriage  fliall  be  drawn  by  lefs 
than  three  horfes,  more  than  one 
perfon  on  the  coach-box  and  three 
perfons  on  the  roof  (except  the  dri- 
ver of  a  carriage  drawn  by  lefs  than 
three  horfes,  which  fhall  not  go  a 
greater  diftance  than  twenty-five 
miles  from  the  Poft-Oflice  in  Lon- 
don, nor  carry  more  than  one  per- 
fon on  the  coach -box  and  four  per- 
fons on  the  roof),  to  be  conveyed 
tkereby,  he  ihall  pay  to  the  collec- 
tor of  the  tolls,  at  every  turnpike- 
gate  thro'  which  the  carriage  fhalL 
pafs,  five  faillings  for  each  perfon  " 
above  the  limited  number :  and  if 
any  paii'engcr,  above  the  limited 
number,  be  iet  down,  or  taken  up, 
whereby  the  payment  of  five  fhil- 
lings  may  be  evaded,  the  driver,  on 
convidion,  by  jiis  own  confefiion,  the 
view  of  a  Juiticej  or  oath  of  a  ere-. 

dibls.' 
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dibie  witnefs,  to  be "  committeJ  to 
gaol,  or  the  houfe  of  corredion,  for 
not  more  than  one  month,  and  not 
]efs  than  fourteen  days.  The  five 
fhillings/^'r  head  beyond  the  limited 
number  to  be  levied  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  tolls. 

After  the  fame  day,  to  be  painted 
on  the  outhdeof  each  door  of  every 
ftage-coach  (except  hiail-coaches) 
in  legible  charafters,  the  proprietor's 
name,  and,  when  different  ones,  the 
name  of  that  which  fnall  live  within 
the  Bills  of  Mortality  to  be  ufed. 
If  the  coachman  fuffer  any  other 
perfoii  to  drive  his  coach,  without 
confent  of  paiTengers,  or  quit  the 


box  without  reafonable  occafion,  or 
by  mifconduct  overturn  the  carri- 
age, or  endanger  the  per fon  or  pro- 
perty of  palTengers,  to  forfeit  not 
more  than  five  pounds,  nor  lefs  than 
forty  (hillings.  If  the  guard  to  any 
coach  fire  clF  the  arm;  he  is  en- 
trulled  v.'ith,  either  while  the  coach 
is  going  on  tJie  road^  or  in  any 
town,  otherwife  than  for  defenca 
of  fuch  coach,  to  forfeit  tv/enty  (hil- 
lings. I'he  penalties  by  the  former 
a£l  on  peace-officers,  for  negleding 
to  execute  warrants,  to  extend  to 
this  aft,  and  to  be  levied  and  ap- 
plied in  the  fame  manner. 


IS  2] 
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SUPPLIES    granted  by  Parliament  for 
the  Year  1790. 


N     A     V     Y, 

February    i. 

FOR  ?o,ooo  men,  including  3,860  marines,  at  4I.  £.  s.     a\ 

per  man  per  month  —  —  —    1,040,000     o     o 

March   2. 
For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay  of 

the  marines  —  —  —      703,276   17   II 

for  the  e.xtraordinaries  of  the  navy,  for  building  and 
repairing  x'eflels,  over  and  above  the  allowance  for 
wear  and  tear  —  —  —      490,36»    o     o 

April  27. 
Per  difcharging  fo  much  of  the  navy  debt  —       200,000     o     o 


Total  of  the  navy    —   2,433,636  17   11 


A      R      M      y. 

February  9. 

yor  17,448  men,  including  1.620  invalids,  as  guards 

and  garrifons  in  Great  Britain  —  —  578,562   14     i 

For  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plantations  and  Gib- 
raltar —  —  „„  I —  317,549   16     o 

For  making  good  the  deficiency  in  the  difference  be- 
tween the  iJritifli  and  )ri(h  eflablilhmcnt  for  i7St^' -  8,245   ^°     ' 

For  advance  of  pay  t-o  the  forces  in  the  Eaft  Indies  —       ^  ^15435   '^   "^f 

For  the  charge  of  full  pay  to  fupernumerary  officers 

for  1790  —  —  — .      10,808     7     i| 

For  the  pay  of  general  and  general  ftafF-officers  in 

Great  Britain  —  —  —        6^409     8     o 

For  allowances  to  thepaymafter  general,  fecretary  at 

war,  &c.  —  —  —      63,276     5     8 

For  reduced  ofiicers  of  the  land  forces  and  marines      -     162,797   18     4 

For  the  reduced  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the 

troop  ."of  horfe  and  grenadier  guards         —  — ■  202      1     8 

For  the  officers  late  in  the  Dutch  fervice      —       -^      Zfl^^  H    ^ 

Foe 
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For  the  reduced  omcers  of  Britifli  American  forces —        55,092  10  o 

For  allowances  to  feveral  of  the  fame         —           —          4>907  ^o  o 

March   29. 
For  pay  of  a  corps  of  foot  to  ferve  in  New  South 

Wales                  —                  —              —                —          3'4ii  14  4 

For  officers  widows,   and  expences  attending  the  fame         9.991  9  3 

For  tne  Heilian  fubfidy              —              —              —        36,093  15  o 

For  the  Chelfea  penfioners           —            —           —     180,938  19  6 

For  the  army  e.vtraordinaries  for  1789         —          —     356,458  12  4 

Total  of  the  army     —  1,809,574  19  5} 


ORDNANCE. 

February  9. 
For  the  charges  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land 

fervice  for  1790         —  —         —  —      418,207     4     •* 

For  land  fervice,  not  provided  for  in  1788  —         13,869     o     6 

For  fea  fervice,  ditto  —  —  —         23,795   16     7 


Total  of  ordnarxe        —       455,872  14     6 


MISCELLANEOUS     S  E  P.  V I  C  E  S. 

March   29. 
YoT  Scotch  roads  and  bridges         —        —  - —  4>859 

February   2. 
To  pay  ofF  the  exchequer  bills  of  the  laft  fellions       — 
To  the  commiflioners  of  American  claims  — 

For  American  fufferers  —  —  — 

To  difcharge   bills  drawn  by  the  governors  of  Nova 
Scotia,  the  Bahama  Iflands,  and  Nev/  Brunfwick  — 
Provifions  ^<c.  fent  to  New  Scuth  Wales         —     — 
For  American  and  Eaft  Florida  fufFerers  — 

For  money  ifTued  in  purfuance  of  addrefles  — 

P'or  the  convifts  at  Plymouth  aud  on  the  Tham.es ._ 
To   the    clerk    to    the    commiffioners    of  fees  and 

To  the  fecretary  of  the  commiffioners  for  regulating- 
the  fhipping  of  flaves  —  —  ^^ 

Expences  of  carrying  into  execution  the  aft  for  en- 
quiring into  the  emoluments  of  officers  of  the 
culloms  —  —  -~  _ 

E.-.tra  expences  of  the  mint  for  17S8         —  

[5  3] 


,500,000 

3^162 

3  5' 185 
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48,424 

41,717 

6 
17 
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0 

5C0 

0 

0 
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30,5^0 
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For  printing  reports  concerning  the  African  trade  - 
To  the  fccretary  of  the  commiihoners  of  the  Eall  Flo- 
rida claims  __  _„  —  „ 
To  ditto  of  American  loyalills  —  — 
Civil  ellablilhment  of  Nova  Scotia  —  - 
The  like  of  New  Brunfwick  —  - 
The  like  of  St.  John's  IHand  —  - 
The  like  of  Cape  Breton  —  ___  „ 
The  like  of  Newfoundland  —  — 
The  like  of  the  Bahama  Iflands  —  — 
The  like  of  New  South  Wales  —  - 
To  the  cliief  jullice  of  Dominica  •■ —  — 
To  ditto  of  the  Bermuda  lllands  —  — 
For  the  African  forts  —  .__  ... 
For  profecution  of  Warren  Haftings,  efq.  - 

Total  of  mifcellaneops  fervices  — 


£■ 

s. 

J. 

910 

0 

0 

2CO 

0 

0 

1,900 
6,376 

0 

17 

0 
6 

4,400 

1,840 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2,100 

0 

0 

1,182 

10 

0 

4,080 

0 

© 

4'558 

7 

8 

600 

0 

Q 

5S0 

0 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

2,951 

I 

10 

6,000,598 

17 

St 

DEFICIENCIES. 
April  15. 


Deficiency  of  lai^  year's  grants 

May   II. 
Vote  of  credit  for  the  Spanifh  armament 


231,517   12     2i 
1,000,000     o     o 


Recapitulation  of  the  Supplies. 


Kavy  — 

Army  ~- 

Ordnance  — 

IVIifcellaneous  fervices 
Deficiencies  — 

yote  of  credit 


Total  of  fupplies  for  1790    — 


2.-4.3.3'^36  17  II 


1,809,574 

19 

Si 

455,872 

H 

6 

6,000,598 

17 

Si 

231,517 

12 

2i 

i,ooo,oco 

0 

0  ■ 

1 1,931,201 

1 

5^ 

wjrs 
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WATS  and  MEANS  for  raifing    th    above   Supplies,    granted  to  his 
Miijjiy  for  the  Tear   1 790. 

L-  ^'  ^' 

2,OCO,000  O  O 

750,000  o  o 

187,000  O  O 

290,937  10  o 

5,500,000  o  o 

2,300,000  o  o 

621,151  I  ^i 

3  ^,000  o  jc 

1 ,000,000  o  o 


February    4. 
By  land-tax,  at  45.  in  the  pound  —  — 

By  mak  duty  —  —  — 

March   25. 

By  annuities  for  i8|:  years,  from  April  5,  1789  — 

Profit  on  50,000  lottery  tickets,  at  15  1.  16  s.  \\  d.  - 

Exchequer  bills           —               —              —  — 

Surplus  of  conlblidated  fund           —         —  — 

Farther  furplui                 —                 —  — 

Foreign  fecret  fervicc  money  repaid           —  — 

?»'Iay   II. 
Exchequer  bills  —  —  —       — 

Total  ways  and  means 
Total  fupplLes 


—  12,496,088  II  31 

—  11,931,201   I  5I; 


Excefs  of  ways  and  means     -~  £•    568,887     9  ic^ 


[^4l 


An 
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An  Account  cf  the  Net  Produce  of  ihe  Duties  of  CuiT0Ms,Exci5E^ 
Stamps,  and  Incidents,  between  the  5th  day  of  April,  178S,  tq 
the  5th  day  of  April,  1-89;  and  between  the  5  th  day  of  April,  1789, 
to  tiie  5th  day  of  April,  1790. 


789. 


Customs  —  """         ■"" 

rxci$E  —  —  ~~ 

Stami-s  -^        —  :         ' 

Incipxnts. 

Confcl'idated  lottermoney,  17S7  "— 

fait         —             —  — 

Seizures  fince  a5th  Oa.ber,  1 760  — 

FrofFerSjD"  "■  ""  Z 
tines  01  leafes,  D-> 

Letter  money,  D           —           "^  "" 
Aiuno  mines ;  D° 
Compofitinns,  D"         — 
Fines'  and  Forfeitures,  D°         — 

Alienation  uuty,  D'^               —  •"" 

Rent  of  a  light-houfe,  D"  —  — 
€J.  per  lib.  on  penfions,  24th  June,  1721 
1  s.  deouftion  on  falarks,  &c.   5th  April, 

1758  — 

Houfes  and  Windows,  1766       -^  — 

Inhabited  hou!es,  1779  —  — 

Ilawkcrs  and  Pedlars,  24th  Jane,  1710  - 

Ditto,  17S5  —       .    .  „     . 

Kaclcney   coaches    and    cha:rs,     ift   Aug. 

3711  T"  ~~ 

Ditto,  1784  —  — 

Male  fer^ants,  —  17S5  —  "" 

Female  D°        —     D°  —         — 

4-\vheel    carriages,  D° 


2-wheel  DO 
W  iggons, 
Ca  ts 
Horfes, 
Shops, 


DO 
D° 
Do 
D° 


Firft  fruits  of  the  Ciergy  —  — 

Tenths  — ■  — 

Wen  Serva'-t=,  1777  —  — 

Houfes  and  Windows,  1726  —  — 

Total  of  I.xiJents  — 

Total  of  Cuiloms,  Fxc'e  } 
Stamgjj  and  Isiciuents  -  3 


1790. 


-£• 

i. 

<;'. 

,c. 

s. 

<f. 

3,7U,i:5 

3 

9 

3.777;J52 

I 

li 

6,ce8,:95 

8 

- 

6.707,555 

16 

9 

1,244,109 

II 

3 

1,259,124 

3 

10 

156,0^0 

0 

0 

156,000 

0 

0 

350,268 

15 

I 

3?7>ic4 

15 

3^ 

20,421 

9 

'H 

19,82s 

12 

I 

553 

^5 

7i 

648 

I 

3 

156,000 

0 

0 

2C  1,000 

0 

0 

96c 

0 

0 

960 

0 

0 

7 

'3 

4 

5 

0 

0 

1,391 

II 

7-^ 

3,091 

12 

0 

2,023 

2. 

0 

6 

13 

4 

6 

J3 

4 

45.5S5 

0 

0 

44,760 

0 

0 

51,285 

15 

7? 

35.357 

17 

10 

3S'>^34 

10 

10 

429,257 

8 

15 

128,809 

0 

8i 

155.015 

6 

3l 

a,220 

0 

0 

3^536 

II 

5 

11,100 

4 

^ 

12,200 

0 

0 

14.052 

4 

4 

14,000 

0 

0 

91,876 

13 

/.3 

99,893 

I 

T 

3 ''43 1 

4 

H 

36,881 

17 

ol 

116,965 

8 

Hi 

143,693 

0 

5| 

^7M^ 

13 

oi 

33.934 

18 

3 

10,420 

17 

9i 

22,530 

17 

3l 

ii>5'3 

S 

ii4 

11,505 

10 

II 

99,985 

17 

7i 

109,287 

8 

3l 

50,105 

16 

11:? 

52,929 

1 1 

10 

4.1^.0 

16 

ir 

3.937 

5 

0 

iS>7?5 

2 

9l 

9:667 

14 

6 

6 

0 

0 

— 

— 

229 

I 

ro 

1,808,675 

7 

5l 

2,001, CQ2 

14 

04: 

12,832,206 

10 

73- 

13,745,424 

16 

3l- 

■Ercchequer, 
jzti  of  April,  175®^. 


ROBERT    JpE  N  N  I  N  G  S. 
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STATE     PAPERS. 


His  Majejiy's  nojl  gracious  SpeecJp 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  on 
the  opening  of  the  fe'vcnih  ocjjion  of 
the  Jixtetnih  Parliament,  'January 
21/?,   1790. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

SINCE  I  Lift  met  you  in  par- 
liament, the  continuance  of  the 
war  on  the  continent,  and  the  in- 
ternal fituation  cf  different  parts  of 
Europe,  have  been  produdive  of 
events  which  have  engaged  my  molt 
ferious  attention. 

While  I  fee,  with  a  juft  concern, 
the  interruption  of  the  tranquillity 
of  other  countries,  I  have  at  the 
fame  time  great  falisfiftion  in  being 
able  to  acjuaint  you,  that  I  receive 
contliuied  aflurances  of  the  good 
difpofitivin  of  all  foreign  powers  to- 
wards thefe  kingdoms ;  and  I  am 
periua-^ed  that  you  will  entertain 
with  me  a  deep  and  grateful  ienfe 
of  the  favour  of  Providence  in  con- 
tinuing to  my  fubjefts  the  increaf- 
in^  advantages  of  peace,  and  the 
uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  thofe 
invaluable  bleifings  svhlch  they  have 
fo  long  derived  from  our  excellent 
conftitution. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Heufc  of 
Commons, 

I  Jiave  gi\en  direftions  that  tlie 
eftimates  for  the  prclcnt  year  fhould 
pe  laid  before  you;  and  I  rely  on 


your  readinefs  to  grant  fuch  fupp]ie<, 
as  the  GJrcumftances  of  the  feverai 
bt-anches  of  the  public  fervicc  may 
be  found  to  require. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
The  regulations  prelcribed  by 
the  afl  of  the  Jail  felTiOn  of  parlia- 
ment relative  to  the  corn  trade,  not 
having  been  duly  carried  into  ef- 
fect in  fe\-eTal  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, there  appeared  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend that  fuch  an  exportation 
of  corn  might  uke  phce,  and  fuch 
difficulties  occur  in  the  importation 
of  foreign  corn,  as  would  have  been 
productive  of  the  moll  ferious  in- 
convenience to  my  fubjefts.  Un- 
der thefe  circumilances,  it  appeared 
indifpenfably  necellary  to  take  im- 
mediate meafures  for  preventing 
the  exportation-and  facilitatino-  the 
importation  of  certain  forts  of  corn; 
and  I  therefore,  by  the  advice  of 
my  privy  council,  iflued  an  order 
for  that  purpofe,  a  copy  of  which 
1  have  directed  to  be  laid  before 
you. 

1  have  only  further  to  delire, 
that  you  will  continue  to  apply 
yourfclves  to  thofe  objects  which 
may  require  your  attention,  with 
the  fame  zeal  for  the  public  fervicc 
which  has  hitherto  appeared  in  all 
your  proceedings,  and  of  which  the 
effects  have  been  fo  happily  manl- 
felted  in  the  incrcaie  of  tiie  public 
revenue. 
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revenue,  the  extenflon  of  the  com- 
merce and  manufaftures  of  the 
country,  and  the  general  profperity 
of  my  people. 


^'he  humhle  Addnjs  of  the  right  ho- 
nciirable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Tejnpcral,  in  Parliament  ajjcmbled, 
Friday,  zzd  January,  1 7 90. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
•1  "^  7  E,  your  majefty's  moft  du- 
YY  tiful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  the 
lords  fpldtual  and  temporal,  in 
parliament,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your 
moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
tliron€. 

We  are  fenfible  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  events  produced  by  the 
continuance  of  the  war  on  the  con- 
tinent, and  the  internal  fituation  of 
different  parts  of  Europe,  which 
have  naturally  attrafted^  your  ma- 
jetty's  molt  fe'rious  attention. 

We  beg  leave  to  afibre  your  ma- 
jefty, that,  while  we  fee  with  a  juft 
concern  the  interruption  of  the  tran- 
quillity of  other  countries,  we  feel 
the  t/aeft  fatisfattion  from  the  af- 
furances  your  majefty  has  been 
gracioufty  pleafed  to  give  us  of  the 
good  difpofition  manifefted  by  all 
f'oieign  powers  towards  thefe  king- 
doms ;  and  that  we  entertain,  with 
your  maieftv,  a  deep  and  grateful 
fenfe  of  the'  favour  of  Providence, 
in  continuing  to  thefe  kingdoms 
the  ir.crcafmg  advantages  of  peace,^ 
and  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of 
thofe  invaluable  bleffings  which 
your  majefty's  moft  faith! ul  fubj efts 
have  fo  long  derived  from  our  ex- 
cellent conftitution. 

We  return  your  majefty  our  du- 
tiful thanks  for  the  communication 
>hich  your  majefty  has  been  pleafed 


to  make  to  us  of  the  reafons  whicii 
induced  your  majefty  to  take  fuch 
immediate  meafures  as  appeared 
indifpenfably  ncceflary  for  prevent- 
ing the  exportation  and  facilitating 
the  importation  of  corn  ;  and  for 
your  majefty's  gracious  condefcen- 
iion,  in  direfting  to  be  laid  before 
this  houfe  a  copy  of  the  order, 
which  your  majefty,  by  the  advice 
of  your  privy  council,  thought  pro- 
per to  iftue  for  that  purpofe. 

Permit  us,  fir,  to  oftl-r  to  your 
majefty  our  humble  acknowledge- 
ments for  the  gracious  approbation 
which  your  majefty  is  pleafed  to 
declare  of  our  former  ccnduft  ;  and 
to  give  your  majefty  the  ftrongeft 
affurances,  that,  animated  by  the 
fame  zeal  for  the  public  fervice 
which  has  hitherto  directed  our 
proceedings,  and  gratefully  acknow- 
ledging the  happinefs  and  fccurity 
which  we  experience  under  your 
majefty's  aufpicious  government, 
we  will  diligently  continue  to  ap- 
ply ourfelves  to  thofe  objefts  whicli 
may  require  our  attention,  and  may 
beft  contribute  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  public  revenue,  the  extenfion 
of  the  commerce  and  manufaftures 
of  the  country,  and  the  general 
profperity  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

To  fhis  His  Majcjly  returned  the  fol- 
lo'iving  moji  gracious  j4nfiver. 

My  Lords,  i 

I  receive  with  great  pleafure  your 
dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs. 

The  firft  objeft  of  my  wifties  be- 
ing the  profperity  of  my  people,  I 
cannot  but  exprefs  my  fatisfaition 
at  receiving  luch  ftrong  affurances 
of  your  difpofition  to  apply  your 
attention  to  thofe  important  objei^ts 
which  I  have  recommended  to  your 
confideration, 

The 
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<3'he  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament 
affembiedy  zzd  January  1 790. 

Moll  gracious  Sov-ereign, 

WE,  your  majelly's  moft  dutir 
ful  and  loyal  fubjccb,  tiie 
commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  par- 
liament aflembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  majefty  our  humble 
tlanks  for  your  moft  gracious  fpeecii 
from  the  throne. 

While  we  participate  in  the  jufl; 
concern  with  which  your  majelly 
phferves  the  interruption  of  the 
tranquillity  of  other  countries,  we 
feel,  at  the  fame  time,  the  greatell 
fatlsfaftion  in  being  informed  that 
your  majefty  continues  to  receive 
aflurances  of  the  friendly  difpcfition 
of  foreign  powers:  and  we  cnter7 
tain  a  deep  and  grateful  fenle  of 
the  favour  of  Providence  towards 
thefe  kingdoms,  in  continuing  to 
us  the  increafing  advantages  of 
peace,  and  the  uninterrupted  enjoy- 
ment of  thofe  invaluable  bleflings 
which  we  have  fo  long  derived  from 
our  excellent  conlHtution,  and  which 
we  fo  happily  experience  under 
your  majelty's  mild  and  aufpicious 
goverament. 

Your  majefty  may  be  affured  that 
we  fliall  proceed  with  cheerfulnefs 
to  make  fuch  provifion  as  may  ap- 
pear to  be  requifite  for  the  feveral 
bi  anches  of  the  public  fervice. 

We  are  duly  fenfible  of  your  ma- 
jcfly's  paternal  regard  for  the  v.  el- 
fare  of  your  people,  which  has  been 
manifelk'd  in  your  anxiety  to  pre- 
vent the  further  exportation  of 
corn,  and  to  facilitate  the  impor- 
tation under  the  circumllances 
w|iich  your  majelty  has  been  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  communicate  to 
us ;  and  we  defire  humbly  to  return 
pur  thanks  to  yourmajelly,  for  hav- 
pg  been  pleafed  to  direct  a  copy 


of  tlie  order,  ifTued  by  your  majcfty, 
by^the  advice  ^f  your  privy  council, 
to  be  laid  beTore  us. 

We  affure  your  majefty,  that  we 
fhall  uniformly  continue  to  apply 
ourfelves,  with  unremitting  affi- 
duity  and  zeal,  to  thofe  objeds 
of  public  concern  which  may  re- 
quire our  attention ;  and  ftiall  be, 
at  all  times,  defirous  of  adopt- 
ing every  proper  meafure  for  main- 
taining tiie  public  revenue,  and  en- 
couraging the  commerce  and  ma- 
nufactures of  the  country,  as  being 
eflentlally  connefted  with  the  ge- 
neral profperity  of  your  majedy's 
dominions. 

To  this  His  Majejly  returned  the  fol- 
loi.ving  mojt  gracious  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
I  thank  you  for  your  very  loyal 
and  dutiful  addrefs.  It  is  with  great 
fatisfaclion  that  I  receive  the  re- 
peated exprefhons  of  your  affec- 
tionate attachment,  and  the  affur- 
ances  of  your  continued  attention 
to  thofe  objects  which  are  conneded 
with  the  happinefs  and  profperity 
of  my  people. 


His  M.yefty's  Speech  to  both  Hcu/es 
of  Parliament y  at  i  he  Clofe  of  the 
fe-jcnth  Sejjion,  Thurfdaj,  xoth 
June,  1790, 

IVIy  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  neceifary  public  bufmcfs 
being  now  concluded,  I  think 
it  right  to  put  an  end  to  this  felhou 
of  parliament. 

I  have  not  hitherto  received  the 
anfwer  of  the  court  of  Spain  to  the 
reprelentation  which  I  have  direded 
to  be  made  at  that  court,  in  fupport 
of  the  dignity  of  my  crown,  and  of 

the 
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the  interells  of  my  people.  I  con- 
tinue to  entertiilu  ihe  ftrongcll  de- 
fjrc  for  the  maintenance  of  peace 
on  juft  and  honouriibie  grounds; 
but,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
i\ances,  1  feel  it  indifpenlably  ne- 
celTary  to  proceed  with  expedition 
and  vigour  in  thofe  preparations, 
the  objefts  of  wiiich  have  already  re- 
ceived your  un:in!inous  concurrence. 
The  afliirances  and  conduct  of 
my  allies,  on  this  interfiling  occa- 
iion,  have  manifelled,  in  the  moft 
fatisfiiclcry  manner,  their  determi- 
nation to  fulfil  the  engagemcrxts  of 
the  exiiling  treaties;  and  I  truic, 
that  our  mutml  good  underllanding 
and  concert  will  be  productive  of 
the  happicft  ellcfts  in  the  prefent 
conjunfture  of  affairs  in  Europe. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  return  you  my  particular  thanks 
for  the  rcadinefs  with  which  you 
granted  the  fupplles  for  the  current 
icrvice,  and  for  your  unanimity  and 
difpatch  in  enabling  me  to  take  thofe 
nieafures  v^hich  the  prefent  crifis 
has  rendered  neceifr^ry. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlem.en, 
As  I  think  it  may  be  of  material 
convenience  that  the  eledtion  of  a 
new  parliament  fliould  take  place 
without  delay,  it  is  my  intention 
forthwith  to  give  direftions  for  dif- 
folving  the  prefent,  and  for  calling 
a  new  parliament.  But,  in  fignify- 
ing  to  you  this  intention,  I  cannot 
omit  to  ail'are  you  of  the  deep  and 
grateful  fenfe  which  I  muft  ever 
entertain  of  that  affcdlionate  and 
Uiiihakcn  loyalty?  that  uniform  and 
zealous  regard  lor  the  true  princi- 
ples of  our  invaluable  conllitution, 
and  that  unremitting  attention  to 
the  happiner^  and  prcfpcrity  of  my 


people,  which  have  invariably  di- 
rected all  your  proceedings. 

The  rapid  incrcafe  of  our  manu- 
fadlures,  commerce,  and  navigation, 
the  additional  protedion  and  fecu- 
rity  afforded  to  the  diltant  pofief- 
fions  of  the  empire,  the  provlfions 
for  the  good  government  of  India, 
the  improvement  of  the  public  re- 
venue, and  the  cirablifhment  of  a 
perm.anent  fyllem  for  the  gradual 
reduclion  of  the  national  debt,  have 
furniflied  the  bell  proofs  of  your 
refolution  in  encountering  the  dif- 
ficulties with  which  you  had  to  con- 
tend, and  of  your  fleadinefs  and 
perfeverance  in  thofe  meafures  which 
were  befl  adapted  to  promote  the 
efTential  and  lafting  intereRs  of  my 
do|Tiinions. 

The  loyalty  and  public  fpirit, 
the  indullry  and  enterprize  of  my 
fubjefts,  have  feconded  your  exer- 
tions. On  their  fenfc  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  they  at  prefent  ex- 
perience, as  well  as  on  their  uni- 
form and  affedionate  attachment  to 
m.y  perfon  and  government,  I  rely 
for  a  continuance  of  that  harmony 
and  confidence,  the  happy  effects 
of  which  have  fo  m-anifeiily  appear- 
ed during  the  prefent  parliament, 
and  which  muft  at  all  times  afford 
the  fureii  m.eans  of  meeting  the 
exigencies  of  war,  or  of  cultivating 
with  ir.creafmg  benefit  the  blel- 
fmgs  cf  peace. 


Speech  of  the  Speaker  cf  the  Hcufe  of 
Co?n7nons,  on  prefcntnig  certain  bills 
to  his  Majejly,  June  lO,  1 790. 

SIRE, 

YOUR  faithful  commons  have 
completed  the  fupplies  requi- 
fite   for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
year;   they  have   manifefted  their 
loyalty 
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Iv^yalty  and  their  attachment  to  your 
majellv's  perfon  and  government, 
by  their  uniform  attention  and  di- 
ligent exertions  in  the  pafling  of 
fuch  bills  as  were  moil  likely  to 
conduce  to  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  your  majefly's  crown,  and  they 
have  endeavoured,  in  all  their  pro- 
ceedings, fhewn  the  fpirit  of  a  great, 
a  loyal,  and  a  free  people. 

Your  majefty's  commons  cannot 
but  contemplate,  with  peculiar  fa- 
tisfadion,  the  growing  produce  of 
the  revenue,  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
our  manufaflures,  and  the  general 
increafe  of  commerce  and  trade ; 
circumiKinces  affording  the  moft 
flattering  proofs  of  tlie  proiperous 
ftate  of  the  country,  in  which  they 
have  no  doubt  of  your  majerty  par- 
ticipating with  them,  and  in  the 
fatisfaciion  afforded  by  the  con- 
templation of  thefe  great  and  im- 
portant objects. 

Your  majcfty's  commons  are  well  a- 
ware,that  the  principal  caufe,  among 
many  others,  to  which  thefe  great 
national  benefits  are  to  be  afcribcd, 
is  the  continuance  of  peace ;  but, 
fennble  as  they  are  of  thefe  blef- 
firgs,  and  anxioufly  defirous  of  ren- 
dcring  them  permanent,  they  h^ve 
lately  afforded  your  majefty  a  fub- 
Itantial  proof,  tliat  it  was  their  u-.a- 
nimous  opinion  that  peace  ought 
not  to  be  maintained  but  on  luch 
terms  as  fhould  be  ftriclly  confiRent 
with  the  honour  of  your  majeRy's 
crown,  and  the  interclts  and  wel- 
fare of  your  majefty's  fubjefts. 


}-JcJJage  from  his  Mujejiy  to  both 
Hcujes  of  Parliament,  May  25, 
1790;  relati've  to  the  capture  of 
certain  VeJJehy  by  the  Spaniards, 
in  Nooika  Sound. 


GEORGE  R. 

HI  S  majelly  has  received  in- 
formation, that  two  veffels 
belonging  to  his  majeil^''s  fubjjedlh-, 
and  navigated  under  the  Britilli 
flag,  n.nd  two  others,  of  which  the 
defcription  is  not  hitlierto  fuihcient- 
ly  afcertained,  have  been  captured 
at  Nootka  Sound,  on  the  norch- 
weftem  coall  of  Amerlc::,  by  an 
ofiicer  comTanding  tt/o  Spanifh 
ihips  of  war;  that  the  cargoes  of 
the  Britifh  veffels  have  been  feized, 
and  that  the'ir  officers  and  crews 
have  been  fent  as  prilcncrs  to  a 
Spanifh  port. 

The  capture  of  one  of  thefe  vef- 
fels had  before  been  notincd  by  the 
ambaflTador  of  his  Catholic  raajefty, 
by  order  of  his  court,  who,  at  the 
fame  time,  defircd  that  measures 
might  be  taken  for  preventing  his 
majeily's  fubjefls  from  frequenting 
thoie  coalls,  which  were  alledged  to 
have  been  previoufly  occupied  and 
frequented  by  the  fubjefts  of  Spain. 
Complaints  were  ahb  made  of  the 
filheries  carried  on  by  his  majeRy's 
fubjecls  in  the  feas  adjoining  to  the 
ijpaniih  continent,  as  being  con- 
trary to  tiie  rig'its  of  the  crown  of 
Spain.  In  coniequence  of  this  ccm.- 
muuication,  a  derr;:ind  was  imme- 
di.iteiy  made,  by  his  majefty's  or- 
der, for  adequate  fatisfaftion,  and 
for  the  relHr-ition  of  the  vcfiel,  pre- 
vious to  any  other  difcudion. 

By  the  anfwer  from  tlie  court  of 
Spain  it  appears,  that  this  veflel 
and  her  crew  had  been  fet  at  li- 
berty" by  the  viceroy  of  Mexico; 
but  this  is  reprefentec  to  have  been 
done  by  him  en  the  fappofition  that 
nothing  but  the  ignorance  of  the 
rights  of  Spain,  encouraged  the  in- 
dividuals of  other  nations  to  come 
to  thofe  coafls  for  the  purpofe  of 
making  eltabliihmcnts,  or  carr}'ing 

on 
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on  trade,  apd  in  conformky  lo  his 
previous  inftrudlions,  requiring  him 
to  lliew  all  poflible  regard  to  the 
Britiili  nation. 

No  fatisfaclion  is  made,  or  offer- 
ed, and  a  direft  claim  is  aflerted 
by  the  court  of  Spain  to  the  ex- 
clufive  rights  of  fovereignty,  navi^ 
giuion,  and  commerce,  in  the  terri- 
tories, coafts,  and  feas,  in  that  part 
of  the  world. 

His  majclly  has  now  direifled  his 
miniller  at  Madrid  to  make  a  freih 
reprefentation  on  this  fubjeft,  and  to 
claim  fuch  full  and  adequate  fitif- 
faiftion  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
tvidenlly  requires.  And,  under 
thefe  circumllances,  his  majelly, 
having  alfo  received  information 
that  confiderable  armaments  are 
carrying  on  in  the  ports  of  Spain, 
has  judged  it  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  to  give  Orders  for  making  fuch 
preparations  as  may  put  it  in  his 
m.ajefty's  power  to  adt  with  vigour 
and  effeft  in  fupport  of  the  honour 
of  his  crown, ,  and  the  interefts  of 
his  people.  And  his  majefty  recom- 
mends it  to  his  faithful  commons, 
on  Avhofe  zeal  and  public  fpirit  he 
has  the  moic  perfect  reliance,  to" 
enable  him  to  take  fuch  meafures, 
and  to  n;ake  fuch.  augmcntatic -i  of 
his  forces,  as  may  be  eventually 
necefia  y  for  this  purpofe. 

It  is  his  majelly's  carneft  wiiTi, 
that  the  juftice  Oi'  his  majcfty's  ce- 
mandi  m.ay  enr'are,from  the  wifdom 
and  equity  of  his  Catholic  majefiy, 
the  fatisfdftion  which  is  {o  unquef- 
tionably  due ;  and  that  this  aftair 
niay  be  terminated  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  prevent  any  grounds  of 
mirunderilandlng  in  future,  and  to 
continue  and  conSirm  that  harmony 
and  friend fnip  which  has  fo  hap- 
pily   fubfifted     betv/een     the    two 


courts,  and  which  his  majefty  will 
always  endeavour  to  maintain  and 
improve,  by  all  fuch  means  as  are 
confident  with  the  dignity  of  hi? 
majeily's  crown,  and  the  efl'ential 
interells  of  his  fubjcfts. 

G.R. 


T'ke  humble  Addrefs  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable the  Lords  Spiritual  afid 
Temporal,  in  Parliament  ajfcmbledt 
May  26th;  in  conjcqucnce  of  the 
foregoing  Mefj'age. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  majefly's  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjecls,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in 
parliament  aflcmbled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  majefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  gracious  mefiage, 
ac-quainting  this  houfe  of  thofe  cir- 
cumftances  relative  to  the  capture 
of  Britilfi  vefTels  on  the  north- 
weftern  coaft  of  America,  and  to 
the  conduct  of  the  court  of  Spain 
on  this  occafion,  which  have  in- 
duced your  majefty  to  give  orders 
fbr  making  fuch  preparations  as 
may  put  it  in  your  majefty's  pov.'er 
to  aft  with  vigour  and  efleft  in  fup- 
port of  the  honour  of  your  majefty  '3 
crown,  and  of  tJie  interefts  of  his 
people  ;  and  to  aiTure  your  majeftv, 
that  we  ihall  readily  proceed  to 
enable  your  majefty  to  take  fuch 
meafures,  and  to  make  fuch  aug- 
mentation of  your  majcfty's  forces, 
as  may  eventually  be  neceft'ary  on 
this  occafion. 

We  truft  that  the  juftice  of  your 
majefty's  demands  will  enfure,  from 
the  wifdom  and  equity  of  his  Catho- 
lic majefty,  the  fatisfaclion  which 
is  fo  unqueftionably  due  to  your 
majefty  i  and  we  fliall  fmcerely  re- 
joice 
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joice  in  fuch  a  termination  of  the 
diiciiiTions  now  depending,  as  may 
prevent  any  grounds  of  mifunder- 
Ihiading  in  future,  and  may  conti- 
nue and  contirm  that  harmony  and 
friendship  which  lias  happily  fub- 
iiiled  between  Great  Britain  and 
Sp;iin  ;  but  we,  at  the  fame  time, 
feel  it  our  indifpcnfable  duty  to 
aifure  your  majeity  of  the  determi- 
nation of  this  houfe  to  afford  your 
mnjeily  the  moft  zealous  and  effec- 
tual fupport  in  fuch  meafures  as 
raay  become  requifite  for  maintain- 
ing the  dignity  of  your  majefty's 
crown,  and  the  cffential  interells  of 
voar  niaje'ly's  dominions. 


Briiilli  Ihips  navigating  the  open 
feas,  and  wantonly  to  infult  the  fla^ 
of  Great  Britai.i,  as  reprefented  by 
the  mcmorialillat  Nootka  Sound,  if 
they  had  not  Itill  fv^nie  lattnt  claim 
to  urge  which  has  not  yet  been  un- 
equivocally decided. — But  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  memorial. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1786,  certain  merchants,  under  the 
immediate  protection  of  the  Eaft 
India  company,  defjrous  of  open- 
ing a  trade  with  the  N.  W.  coalt  of 
America,  forfupplying  the  Chinefe 
market  with  furs  *  and  ginfeng, 
communicated  their  defign  to  fir 
John  Macpherfon,  the  governor  ge- 
neral of  India,  who  joined  in  the 
fubfcription  for  carrying  it  into  ex- 
ecution ;  and  two  ve'Vels  were  pur- 
chafed,  and  placed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Mea  s,  the  memorialift 
who  had  been  a  lieutenant  in  the 
fervice  of  government. 

In  March,  the  fame  year,  one  of 
the  veffels,  named   tiie  Sea  Otter, 
captain  Tippin,  was  cfi^patched  to 
Prince  Wiliiam's   Sound,  and  v.'as 
foo;:  followed  by  the  other,  named 
the    Xootka,    commanded  by   Mr. 
Mears  hinri'elf,  who,  on  his  arrival 
jn  Prince  William's  Sound. in  Sep- 
tember, if  arned  that  the  Sea  Otter 
feized,  and  others  iiiffered  to  proceed     had  left  t'idt  place  fome  days  be- 
to  trade  unmolellcd,  is  not  eafdy  to  -fore,  and  by  future  intelligence  was 
be  accounted  for  on  the  principles     allured,  ds.t  Ihe  had  been  loft   on 


Suhjlance  cf  the  Memorial  prefented  by 
Lieutcaaut  Mears  to  the  Right 
tionoitrable  W.  Wyndiiam  Gren- 
vilie,  e»e  of  His  Majejifs  Priji- 
cipal  Sectetarics  cf  Uta/e,  ITith 
Explanations, 

HIS  memorial  explains,  in 
general,  tl\e  grounds  that  gave 
rik'  to  tiie  pref?nt  conteft  with  Spain ; 
but  the  precife  point,  to-be  dcter- 
mint^d  before  pi;ace  can  be  finally 
fettled,  is  llill  involved  in  fome  ob- 
fcurity.  That  fome  of  the  lliips  were 


of  the  treaties  that  now  fubliil  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  By  the  laft 
treaty  of  peace  with  Spain,  a  free 

TRADt",   AND    KO  SEARCH,  WaS  the 

/I'le  <ju<i  ncn  on  which  it  was  con- 
cluded. The  Spanilh  court,  in  her 
prefcnt  fituation,  would  not  then 
have  ventured  to  invell  any  of  her 
officers    with   powers    to   interrupt 


the  coail:  of  Kamfchatka. 

In  Prince  William's  Sound  the 
Nootka  wintered,  and  in  the  mean 
time  her  commander  opened  an  ex- 
tc/j/ivs  trade  with  the  natives  ;  and, 
havirg  collciSted  a  cargo  of  furs, 
repaired  to  China  in  autumn  1787. 

la  January,  178S,  having  dif- 
pofed  of  the  Nootka,  he,  in  con- 


*  Tiiis  trade  was  pcintei  out  to  merchants  by  captain  King,  in  his  concluding 
volume  to  the  Yoyaues,  of  captain  Cook, 

ionflion 
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Jun^ion  with  other  Briiiflt  mer- 
chants, purchafed  two  ether  veflels, 
named  the  Felice  and  Iphigenia. 
The  former  he  commanded  himfelf; 
the  latter  he  put  under  the  direc- 
tion ofcaptain  Douglas.  With  the 
Felice  he  reached  Nootka  Sound 
in  May;  and  in  June  the  Iphigenia 
r.rrived  in  Cook's  river.-  His  iirll: 
bufinefs  at  Nootka  Sound  was  to 
purchafe  from  Maquila,  the  chief  of 
the  diftrift,  a  fpot  of  ground,  on 
which  he  euii.t  a  house,  and  on 
It  hoifteda  Britijh  flag,  furrounding 
it  with  a  brcaft-TVork,  and  fortifying 
it  with  a  three-pounder.  This  be- 
ing compleated,  he  proceeded  to 
trade ;  the  Felice  taking  her  route 
to  the  fouthward,  and  the  Iphigenia 
to  the  northward,  both  fhips  con- 
fmino-  themfelves  within  the  lati- 
tudes of  60  and  45  ^<tg.  30  min. 
north. 

In  September  the  Felice  returned 
to  Nootka  Sound,  where  the  people 
the  memorialill  had  left  behind  had 
nearly  compleated  a  veflel,  which 
was  foon  after  launched,  and  called 
the  North-Well  America,  meafuring 
about  forty  tons,  which  was  equip- 
ped with  all  expedition,  to  aiTift  him 
in  his  enterprir.es. 

During  his  abfence  from  Nootka 
Sound,  he  had,  by  prcfcnts,  obiain- 
ed  from  W'ickananiili,  the  chief  of 
the  dirtricl  furrounding  Port  Cox 
and  Port  Eihngham,  in  lat.  45  and 
49  ^^%.  the  promlfe  of  a  i\<i^  and 
exclufive  trade,  with  leave  to  build 
whatever  he  fhould  find  neccifary 
tor  his  convenience  ;  and  alfo  the 
fame  privileges  from  Tatouche,  chief 
of  the  country  bordering  on  the 
ilraits  of  Juan  de  Fuca.  Bciides 
thefe,  he  had  purchr.fed  from  Ta- 
touche a  trad  of  land  witiiin  thofe 
ftraits,  of  which  one  of  his  ofiicers 
bai  taken  pcflefiicn  in  the  king's 
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name,  calling  the  fame  Tat6uch(?> 
in  honour  of  the  chief. 

The  Iphigenia,  in  her  progrefs  to 
the  fouthwardjhad  been  no  lefs  fuc- 
cefsful  than  the  Felice  in  obtaining 
grants  of  the  native  chiefs,  no  Eu- 
ropean velTel  having  ever  been  there 
before. 

Matters  being  thus  fettled  with 
the  n:;itiveSi  and  having  collected  a 
cargo  of  furs,  on  Sept.  23,  the  me- 
morial ill  proceeded  to  China  in  the 
Felice  ;  where,  having  fold  both 
fliip  and  cargo,  he  entered  into  part- 
nerfliip  with  Meffrs.  John  and  Cad- 
man  Etches,  and  Co.  owners  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  and  Princefs  RoyaU 
from  London,  trading  under  licences 
and  from  the  Eaft-India  South-Sea 
companies,  which  would  not  expire 
till  1790,  making  a  joint  Hock  of 
all  the  veflels  and  property  employ- 
ed in  that  trade  ;  and  under  that 
FIRM  they  purchafed  a  fliip,  built 
at  Calcutta,  called  the  Argonaut. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  being  char- 
tered to  load  teas  for  the  Eail-India 
company,  returned  to  England;  and 
the  Princefs  Royal  and  Argonaut 
were  ordered  by  the  memorialill  to 
fail  for  America,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Mr.  J.  Colnette,  to  whom 
the  charge  of  all  the  company's  con- 
cerns on  that  coall  had  been  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Colnette  was  direfled  to  e- 
retSl  a  fubilantial  houfe  on  the  fpot 
purchnlcd  by  the  memoriallft  in  the 
preceding  year ;  and  the  two  fhips 
he  carried  out  with  him  were  load- 
ed with  articles  ellimated  fufficient 
for  the  trade  of  three  years,  befides 
a  vciTel  in  frame  of  about  thirty 
tons. 

With  ihefe  he  fet  fail  from  China 

in  the  months  of  April  and  May, 

1789,  having,  over  and  above  the 

crews,  fcvcrrd  artificers  of  diiferent 

profeffions. 
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profcfTions,  and  about  feventy  Chi- 
ne'ie,  who  intended  to  become  fct- 
tlers  in  the  country,  under  tiie 
proteftion  of  the  aflociated  com- 
pany. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  1789,  the 
Jphigenia,  which  had  wintered  at 
the  Sandwich  L1and«,  returned  to 
Nootka  Sound,  as  did  the  North- 
weft  America,  which  had  alio  win- 
tered there,  a  few  days  after,  wlie.  e 
they  found  two  American  veflels, 
the  Columba  and  Wafliington,  that 
had  wintered  in  Nootka  harbour. 

On  the  29th  of  the  fame  month, 
the  Nonh-weft  America  was  fenc 
to  trade  to  the  northward,  and  aJfo 
to  explore  the  archipelago  of  St. 
Lazarus. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  the  Iphigenia 
being  then  at  anchor  in  Nootka 
Sound,  a  Spanifh  lliip  of  war  of 
26  guns,  named  the  PrinceHa,  Don 
Ertuan  Jofcph  Martinez,  commander, 
from  San  Bias  in  Mexico,  anchor- 
ed in  the  fame  harbour,  and  was 
loon  joined  by  a  Spanilh  fnow  of 
16  guns,  called  the  San  Carlos, 
from  the  fame  place,  loaded  with 
cannon,  and  other  warlike  ftorcs. 

For  fome  time  mutual  civilities 
pafied  between  captain  Douglas  and 
the  Spaniih  officers,  and  even  fup- 
pties  were  obtained  f  om  the  Spa- 
niHi  captain;  but,  on  the  14th  of 
May,  the  former  was  ordered  on 
board  the  Princciia,  and,  to  his 
great  furprize,  informed  by  Mar- 
tinez, that  iie  had  the  king's  orders 
to  fe'zc  all  Ihips  that  he  might  find 
upon  that  coaft,  and  that  he,  the 
commander  of  the  Iphigenia,  was  h'n 
prifoner;  and,  moreover,  inltniftcd 
his  oihcers  to  take  pollbflion  of  tlic 
Jphigen;a,  which  they  accordingly 
did  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jelly,  and  conveyed  the  otHcers  and 
men,  as  prifoners,  on  beard  the 
Vol.  XXXII. 


Spanifh  fliips,  where  they  were  put 
in  irons,  and  otherwife  ill-treated. 
This  done,  Don  Martinez  took 
polTeffion  of  the  lands  which  the 
memorialift  had  purchafed  and  bui'r 
a  temporary  habitation  upon,  pul- 
ling aoix'/i  the  Britijh  jiag,  and  hdji- 
ing  the  Jiandard  of  Spain  thereon, 
with  fuch  other  ceremonies  as  are 
ufual  upon  f^ich  pccafions ;  declar- 
ing, at  the  fame  time,  that  all  the 
Imu'U  comprized  bet^ween  Cape  Horn 
iifid  the  60th  degree  of  north  latitude 
did  belong  to  his  Catholic  Majejtv ; 
and  accordingly  proceeded  to  buil(J 
batteries,  frore-houfes,  &c.  in  the 
execution  of  which  he  forcibly  em- 
ployed fome  of  the  crew  of  the 
Jphigenia,  and  fevcral  who  attempt- 
ed to  refiftwere  feverely  puni.lied. 

And  here  it  muil  not  be  forgot- 
ten, that  while  he  (captain  Douglas) 
\yas  detained  prifoncr,  he  was  fre- 
quently urged  to  fign  an  inftiument, 
purporting,  as  he  was  informed  (not 
undcrftanding  Spaniih  himfclf),  that 
Don  Martinez  had  found  him  in 
Nootka  Sound  in  great  dlftre.'s  j 
that  he  had  fupplied  him  with  every 
thing  neceil'ary  for  his  paffage  to 
the  Sandwich  iflands ;  and,  that  his 
navigation  had,  in  no  refpecl,  been 
interrupted  ;  but  which  paper  hav- 
ing been  difcovercd  to  contain  an 
obligation  from  him  and  Mr.  VI- 
nanea  (fecond  captain),  on  the  part 
of  their  owners,  to  pay  on  demand 
the  valuation  of  the  Jphigenia,  her 
^argo,  Scz.  in  cafe  the  viceroy  of 
New  Spain  fhould  adjudge  her  to 
be  a  lawful  prize  for  entering  the 
poit  of  Nootka  without  licence  troin 
his  Catholic  Majelty,  he  had  pe- 
remptorily refuted,  conceiving  tJiat 
the  port  of  Nootka  did  not  belong 
to  his  Catholic  Majiity;  rotwith- 
llanding  wirlch,  Jjoii  Martinez, 
partly  by  threats,  and  pa.tly  by 
if]  piomiUs 
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promifes  to  rellore  him,  captain 
Douglas,  to  the  command  of  the 
Iphi^enia,  had  ultimately  gained 
his  point ;  and  having  fo  done,  he, 
captain  Douglas,  was  rfitorcd  to  his 
fhip,  but  lliipped,  during  the  time 
ihe  had  been  in  pofl'eflion  of  the 
Spaniards,  of  all  her  merchandize, 
ftores,  provifions,  &g.  Sjc.  (even  to 
the  extent  of  the  maiter's  v/atch 
and  cloathing),  twelve  bars  of  iron 
only  excepted,  vvhich  they  could  not 
conveniently  take  away. 
.  In  this  diltrefs,  captain  Douglas 
finding  himfelf  utterly  unable  to  pro- 
ceed, applied  to  Don  Martinez  to 
fupplicate  relief,  and  obtained  a 
trifling  fupply,  for  which  he  was 
called  upon  for  bills  on  his  owners 
at  a  molt  exorbitant  rate ;  but  even 
then  was  rellrained  from  proceed- 
ing to  fea  till  the  return  of  the 
North-weft  America,  which  Don 
Martinez  faid  he  could  difpofe  of 
for  400  dollars,  the  value  fet  upon 
her  by  one  of  the  American  cap- 
tains. 

The  North-weft  America,  how- 
ever, not  arriving  fo  foon  as  ex- 
pedled,  captain  Douglas  was  told 
he  might  depart,  on  leaving  orders 
for  the  mafter  to  deliver  np  the  vef- 
fel,  on  his  arrival,  for  the  ufe  of  his 
Catholic  Majefty.  Accordingly,  on 
the  15th  of  June,  he  wrote  to  the 
mafter;  but,  availing  himfelf  of  Don 
Martinez's  ignorance  of  the  Englilh 
language,  cautioufly  forbore  to  give 
any  directions  to  the  effect  required, 
and  inftantly  failed  from  Nootka 
Sound,  though  very  unfit  to  proceed 
on  fuch  a  voyage,  leaving  behind 
him  the  two  Am.erican  veffels  (Co- 
lumba  and  Waftiington),  v.hich  had 
Vteen  fuffercd  to  continue  there  all 
the  winter  unmolefted.  The  Iphi- 
genia  fortunately  arrived  fafe  at 
the   SaKjdwich  iilands,   Nvhere,   by 


means  of  the  iron  on  board,  being 
fupplied  with  neceffaries,  ftie  pro- 
ceeded to  China,  and  anchored  there 
in  OAober,  1789. 

[Here  Mr.  Mears,  by  way  of  il- 
luftration,  introduces  a  tranfadtion, 
no  otherwifc  connefted  with  his  nar- 
rative, but  as  it  proves  the  mer- 
chandize, &c.  of  which  the  Britifli 
ftiips  were  plundered,  to  have  been 
Britilli  property.] 

Soon  after  the  departure  of  the 
Iphigenia  from  Nootka  Sound,  Don 
Martinez  became  acquainted  with 
the  purport  of  the  before-mentioned 
letter,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the 
North-weft  America,  on  the  9th  of 
June,  ihe  was  feized,  and  toued 
into  Nootka  harbour,  u'here  (he 
was  formally  taken  pofteftion  of  as 
a  lawful  prize,  her  cargo,  conftfting 
of  2 1 5  flcins  of  the  beft  quality,  her 
ftores,  and  furniture,  confifcated,  and 
her  crew  made  priloners,  feme  of 
whom  were  afterwards  put  in  irons. 

The  Princcfs  Royal  (one  of  the 
{}u2:)s  fitted  up  at  London),  on  her 
arrival  foon  after  the  feizure  of  the 
North-weft  America,  was  not  only 
fuff'ered  to  depart,  but  the  fkins  ta- 
ken from  on  board  the  North-weft 
America  (twelve  only  of  the  beft 
quality,  detained  by  Don  Marti- 
nez, excepted)  were  ftiipped  on 
board  her  for  the  benefit  of  the 
owners ;  and  that  iliip  put  to  fea  (as 
appears  by  her  journal)  on  the  2d 
of  July,  to  purfue  the  trade  upon 
the  coaft. 

But  what  adds  to  the  atrocity  of 
this  extraordinary  tranfaction  is, 
that,  after  feizing  the  North-weft 
America,  and  imprifoning  her  men, 
Don  Martinez  fliould  employ  her 
on  a  trading  voyage,  from  which 
file  returned  in  twenty  days  witli 
feventy-five  fkins,  obtained  by  Brl- 
tilh  merchandize  taken  either  fix)m 

that 
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that  veflel  at  the  time  of  her  cap- 
ture, or  from  the  Iphigenia.  The 
value  of  fuch  furs  cannot  be  efti- 
mated  at  lefs  than  7,500  dollars,  all 
which  Don  Martinez  applied  to  his 
own  ufc. 

About  the  3d  of  July,  1789,  the 
Argonaut  appeared  in  the  oifing, 
when  Don  Martinez  boarded  her 
in  his  launch,  and,  witli  expreflions 
of  civility,  invited  Mr.  Colnette 
into  the  Sound;  but  next  day  (not- 
withllanding  the  mofl  folemn  af- 
furances)  fent  his  firft^  lieutenant 
with  a  military  force,  to  take  pof- 
fefllon  of  the  Argonaut ;  and  that 
Ihip  was  accordingly,  in  like  man- 
ner, feized  in  the  name  of  his  Ca- 
tholic majelly,  the  Britifh  flag  haul- 
ed down,  and  the  Spanifh  flag  hoill- 
ed  in  its  ftead,  her  officers  and  men 
made  prifoners,  and  Mr,  Colnette 
threatened  to  be  hanged  at  the 
yard-arm  in  cafe  of  non-compli- 
ance with  the  orders  that  fliould  be 
given  him. 

On  the  1 3th  of  July,  the  Priftcefs 
Royal  again  appeared  (as  is  ftated 
in  her  journal)  off  the  port  ofNoot- 
ka  ;  but  her  commander  approach- 
ing the  Sound  in  his  boat,  in  ex- 
pedation  of  finding  there  the  com- 
mander of  the  expedition,  was  feiz- 
ed and  m^de  prifoner,  under  the 
threats  of  im.mediate  execution  if 
he  refufed  to  deliver  up  his  fhip 
without  contelh  A  Spanilh  ofiicer 
was  accordingly  fent  to  take  pof- 
fefiion  of  her,  who  brought  her  into 
port,  made  prifoners  of  her  men, 
and  prize  of  her  cargo,  confiding  of 
473  /kins  (including  thofe  put  on 
board  her  from  the  North-welt  Ame- 
rica), as  appears  by  the  receipt  in 
pofleflion  of  theproper  ofiicer.  From 
this  circumdance  Mr.  Colnette  be- 
came fo  deranged  in  his  mind,  that 
he  had  frecjuently  atteriipted  to  de- 
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droy  himfclf ;  that,  nctvvithftandiiig 
this  melanclioly  misfortune,  Don 
Martinez  endeavoured  to  avail  hi'm- 
felf  of  the  copper  (being  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  cargo  of  w  hich  the 
Princefs  Royal  was  compofed)  ;  in 
which  attempt  he  would  have  fuc- 
ceeded,  had  not  the  other  olhccrs 
prevented  it. 

The  memorialift  farther  repre- 
fents,  that  the  American  fhip  Co- 
lumba  intending  to  fail  for  Chir^ 
(the  principal  part  of  her  crew  and 
provifions  being  previoufly  put  on 
board  the  Wafhington,  to  enable 
that  {hip  to  continue  to  trade  upcfti 
the  coaft),  the  crew  of  the  North- 
weft  America  was  ordered  by  Don 
Martinez  on  board  the  Columba, 
and  her  fupplies  (reduced  by  fur- 
nifning  her  confort)  to  ba  made  up 
from  the  Argonaut;  that,  previous 
to  the  departure  of  the  Columba, 
ninety-fix  fJiins  were  alfo  put  on 
baard  her,  to  defray  the  wages  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  North- 
weft  America,  under  a  fuppcfition 
that  their  late  employers  would  be 
unable  to  liquidate  their  demands ; 
firft  deducing,  however,  30  per 
cent,  from  the  fales,  which  Doa 
Martinez  had  agreed  (hould  be  paid, 
for  the  freight  of  the  faid  fltins,  to 
the  American  commanders."^ 

The  Columba,  being  thus  amply 
provided,  left  Nootka  Sound,  and  a 
few  days  after  entered  Port  Cox, 
where  ihe  joined  her  confort,  from 
whom  fhe  received  a  confiderable 
number  of  fkins,  conceived  to  hs 
the  whole  (excepting  the  ninety-fix 
before  mentioned)  which  had  been 
colle£led  by  the  Americans  and 
Spaniards,  befides  thofe  taken  from 
the  BritilTi ;  with  which  flie  pro- 
ceeded to  China,  where  ftie  arra\-d 
November  zd,  and  landed  the  C!c>v 
of  the  North-weft  America,   v.  ho, 
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29^1     ANNUAL    REGISTER, 


previous  to  their  leaving  Nootka 
Sound,  had  feen  the  Argonaut  pro- 
ofed prize  to  San  Bias,  with  her  of- 
ficers and  men  prifoners ;  and  that 
the  Princefs  Royal  was  foon  to  fol- 
low in  the  fame  manner. 

TJie  Walliington,  on  joining  the 
Cohimba  in  Port  Cox,  confirmed  this 
intelligence  of  the  Princefs  Royal. 

To  add  to  thefe  outrages  againlt 
the  Britifh,  Don  Martinez  had 
thought  fit  to  detain  the  Chinefe.and 
had  compelled  them  to  work  in  the 
mines  which  had  juft  been  opened 
on  the  lands  which  the  memorial  ill 
had  before  purchafed. 

To  this  memorial  Mr.  Mears  has 
added  the  depofitions  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  North-well:  Ameri- 
ca, extrafts  from  the  journal  of  the 
Iphigenia,  and  other  authentic  do- 
cuments; which,  added  to  the  inter- 
nal evidence  of  the  memorial  itfelf, 
leaves  no  room  to  doubt  its  authenti- 
city. 


Declaration  of  his  Catholic  Majejly, 
June  4,  tranfmitted  to  all  the  Eu- 
ropean Courts. 

THE  king  being  apprized  of  the 
particulars  laid  before  liisrai- 
nifters  on  the  r6th  of  May,  by  Mr. 
McMTy,  his  Britannic  majefty's  mi- 
niller,  relative  to  the  unexpedled  dif- 
pute  between  this  court  and  Great 
Britain,  as  to  the  veliels  captured 
in  Port  St.  Laurence,  or  Nootka 
Sound,  on  the  coaft  of  California, 
in  the  South  Sea,  has  commanded  the 
underfigned,  his  majefty's  firll  fe- 
cn-tary  of  ft  ae,  to  anfwcr  to  tne  faid 
miniiler  of  England,  tliat  he  had  the 
honour  to  make  known  perlonally, 
and  in  writing,  to  the  faid  m.inilter, 
upon  the  18th  of  the  fame  :."onth, 
that  his  maje.ly  at  no  tims  pretend- 
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ed  to  any  rights  in  any  ports,  feas, 
or  places,  other  than  what  belongs 
to  his  crown  by  the  inoll  folemn  trea- 
ties recognized  by  all  nations,  and 
more  particularly  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, by  a  right  founded  on  particu- 
lar treaties,  the  uniform  confent  of 
botli  nations,  and  by  an  immemorial, 
regular,  and  ellabliflied  pofTeflion  : 
that  his  majefty  is  ready  to  enter  up- 
on every  ex.amination  and  difcuflion 
moll;  likely  to  terminate  the  difpute 
in  an  amicable  way;  and  is  willing 
to  enter  into  immediate  conference 
with  the  newambaflador;  and  if  juf- 
tice  requires  it,  will  certainly  dif- 
approve  of  the  condudl:,  and  punilh 
his  fubjedls  if  they  havs  gone  beyond 
their  powers.  This  oiler  and  fatis- 
fadlion  will,  it  is  hoped,  Ic!  ve  as  an 
example  to  the  court  of  London  to 
do  as  much  on  its  part. 

As  the  two  courts  of  London  and 
Madrid  have  not  yet  received  pro- 
per and  authenticated  accounts  and 
proofs  of  all  that  has  really  palled  in 
thefe  dillant  latitudes,  a  contradic- 
tion in  the  deve'opement  of  fadla 
has  by  this  means  been  occafioned. 
Even  at  this  moment  tie  papers  and 
minutes  mad^  up  by  the  viceroy  of 
New  Spain  on  this  matte:  are  not 
arrived.  Polterior  letters  in.^eed  fay^ 
that  tueEngliih  vellel.the  Ar>-(juaut, 
had  not  bf^en  feized  and  coniiicated 
till  legally  condemneJ  ;  and  tliat  the 
fraall  veilei  culled  the  Princefs  Royal, 
which  hud  afterwards  airived,  was 
not  feized  or  cor.lifcated,  but  that» 
on  the  contrary,  full  reftitiuion  was. 
made  by  the  viceroy,  and  an  obli- 
gation only  taken  frojn  the  capvaia 
to  pay  the  price  of  the  veifel,  if  ilie 
was  declared  a  lawful  pri7.e ;  ani 
on  the  precife  fame  t  rins  he  had 
liberated  a  Portuguefe  vc'.'A  belong- 
ing to  Macao,  and  twu  x\merican 
Thefe  particulars  will  be 
more 
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Jno-re  explicitly  proved  and  eluci- 
dated on  the  arrival  oi  the  neceflary 
papers. 

The  firfl:  time  that  our  ambafTa- 
dor  made  a  public  notification  of 
this  matter  to  the  niinillry  at  Lon- 
don, on  the  loth  of  February  laft: 
many  of  the  circumftances  that  are 
now  certain  were  then  doubtful. 
The  rights  and  immemori:U  poHef- 
fion  of  Spain  to  that  coait  and  ports, 
as  well  as  feveral  other  titles  proper 
to  be  taken  into  view  in  a  pacific 
negociation,  were  not  quite  certain. 
And  if  the  court  of  London  had 
made  an  amicable  return  to  the 
complaints  made  by  his  majefty  re- 
lative to  thofe  merchants  whom 
Spain  regards  as  ufurpers  and  the 
violaters  of  treatiee,  and  had  Ihewed 
any  defire  to  terminate  t.ie  affair  by 
an  amicable  accommodation,  a  great 
deal  of  unnecelliiry  e.xpence  might 
have  been  faved.  The  high  and 
menacing  tone  and  manner  in  v/hich 
the  anfwer  of  the  Biit.Tu  minifter 
was  couched,  at  a  time  when  no 
certain  information  of  the  particu- 
lars had  arrived,  made  the  iipanifh 
cabinet  entertain  fomeiuipiciuns  that 
it  was  made,  not  fo  much  for  the 
purpoie  of  the  difpute  in  queilioii, 
as  a  pretext  to  break  entirely  with 
our  court;  fo-  which  reaiou  ii  was 
thought  neceilary  to  take  fome  pre- 
cautions relative  to  the  fubject. 

On  a  late  occafion  a  complaint 
was  made  to  the  court  of  Rulha  as 
to  fome  fimilar  points  relative  to  the 
navigation  of  the  South  Sea.  A 
candid  anfwer  being  returned  by 
that  court,  the  affair  was  terminated 
without  the  leaft  difagrecment.  In- 
deed Tt  may  be  aflerted  with  truth, 
that  the  manner,  much  more  than 
the  fubftance,  has  produced  the  dif- 
,  putes  that  have  taken  place  on  this 
head  with  Great  Britain. 


Neverthelefs,  the  king  does  deny 
whai  the  enemies  to  peace  have  in- 
duilrioufly  circulated,  that  Spain  ex- 
tends pretenfionsand  rights  of  fove- 
reignty  over  the  whole  of  the  South 
Sea,  as  far  as  China.  When  the 
words  aie  made  uie  of,  "  In  the 
name  of  the  king,  his  fovereignty, 
navigation,  and  exclufive  commerce 
to  the  continent  and  ifla;  ds  of  the 
South  Sea,"  it  is  the  manner  in 
which  Spain,  in  fpeaking  of  the  in- 
dies, has  always  ufed  thefe  words-— 
that  is  to  fay,  to  the  contin^jnt, 
iflands  and  feas  which  belong  to 
his  majefty,  fo  far  a^  diicoveries  have 
been  made  and  fccurcd  to  him  by 
treaties  and  immemorial  poflefiion, 
and  uniformly  acquiefced  in,  not- 
wlthftanding  fome  infringements  by 
individuals  who  have  been  panilhed 
upon  knowledge  of  their  offences. 
And  the  kingfets  up  no  pretenfions 
to  any  pofTeflions,  the  right  to  wiiich 
he  cannot  prove  by  irrefragable  ti- 
tles. 

Although  Spain  may  not  have 
eftablilhments  or  colonies  planted 
upon  the  coails  or  in  the  ports  in 
diipute,  it  does  not  forow  that  iuch 
coailor  port  does  not  belong  to  her. 
If  this  rule  were  to  be  followed,  one 
nation  might  eftablilh  colonics  on 
the  coafts  of  another  nation,  in  Ame- 
rica, Aha,  Afric:!,  and  Europe,  by 
which  means  there  would  be  no  fix- 
ed boundaries — a  circumitance  evi- 
dently ab  U.J. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  ifthc  of 
the  queftion  of  right,  upon  a  mature 
confideration  of  the  claims  of  both 
parties,  the  refult  of  the  queltion  of 
fa(fl  is,  that  the  capture  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  veflcls  is  repaired  by  the  re.'Hru- 
tion  that  has  been  made,  and  thccon- 
duifl  oi  the  viceroy;  for  as  to  the 
qualification  of  fuch  reffitution,  and 
whether  the  prize  was  lawful  or  not, 
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that  refpcifis  the  queftion  of  right 
yet  to  be  iiiveftigated  ;  tliat  is  to  fay, 
if  it  has  "been  agreeably  to,  or  in 
contradidion  to  the  treaties  relative 
JO  the  rights  and  pofTeflions  of  Spain. 
Laftly,  the  king  will  readily  enter 
into  any  plan  by  which  future  dif- 
putcs  on  this  fubjeft  may  be  obviated, 
that  no  reproach  may  be  upon  him 
as  having  refufed  any  means  of  re- 
conciliation ;  and  for  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  a  folid  and  permanent  peace, 
not  only  between  Spain  and  Great 
Britain,  butalfo  between  all  nations  ; 
for  the  accomplilhment  of  which  ob- 
jecl  his  majefty  has  made  the  greatefl: 
efforts  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe  ; 
which  he  certainly  would  not  have 
done  if  he  had  any  dcfign  to  involve 
England  and  the  other  European 
powers  in  a  calamitous  and  dcilruc- 
tive  war. 

El  Conde  de  Florida  Blanca. 
Aranjuez,  June  4. 


I^ltftiorial  of  the  Court  of  Sppln,  deli- 
njered  June  13,  to  Mr.  Fitzher- 
bert,  the  Britifli  ^mbaffador  at 
Madrid. 

BY  every  treaty  upon  record  be- 
twixt Spain  and  the  other  nations 
of  Europe,  for  upwards  of  two  centu- 
ries, an  exclufive  right  of  property, 
navigation,  and  commerce  to  the 
Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  has  been  uni- 
formly fecured  to  Spain,  England 
having  always  ftood  forth  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  in  fupport  of  fuch 
right. 

By  article  8th  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  (a  treaty  in  which  all  the 
European  nations  may  be  faid  to 
have  taken  a  part)  Spain  and  Eng- 
land profefs  to  eftablifh  it  as  a  fun- 
damental principle  of  agreement, 
that  the  navigation  and  commerce 


of  the  Weft-Indies,  under  the  domi- 
nion of  Spain,  Iball  remain  in  the 
precife  fituationin  which  they  ftood 
in  the  reign  of  his  Catholic  majefty, 
Charles  II.  and  that  that  rule  ftiall 
be  inviolably  adhered  to,  and  be  in- 
capable of  infringement. 

After  this  maxim,  the  two  powers 
ftipulated — That  Spain  fhould  never 
grant  liberty  or  permiflion  to  any 
nation  to  trade  to  or  introduce  their 
merchandizes  into  the  Spanilh  Ame- 
rican dominions,  nor  to  fell,  cede, 
or  give  up,  to  any  other  nation,  its 
lands,  dominions  or  territories,  or 
any  part  thereof.  On  the  contrary, 
and  in  order  that  its  territories  fliould 
be  preferved  whole  and  entire,  Eng- 
land offers  to  aid  and  affift  the  Spa- 
niards in  re-eftablifhing  the  limits  of 
their  American  dominions,  and  plac- 
ing them  in  the  exadl  fituation  they 
ftood  in  at  the  time  of  his  faid  Ca- 
tholic majefty,  Charles  II.  if  by  acci- 
dent it  fhall  be  difcovered  that  they 
have  undergone  any  alteration  to  the 
prejudice  of  Spain,  in  whatever  man- 
ner or  pretext  fuch  alteration  may 
have  been  brought  about. 

The  vaft  extent  of  the  Spanifh  ter- 
ritories, navigation,  and  dominion 
on  the  ccintinent  of  America,  iiles 
and  feas  contiguous  to  the  South  Sea, 
are  clearly  laid  down,  and  autlien- 
ticated  by  a  variety  of  documents, 
laws,  and  formal  afts  of  poffeffion 
in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II. 
It  is  alfo  clearly  afcertained,  that 
notwithftanding  the  repeated  at- 
tempts made  by  adventurers  and  pi- 
rates on  the  Spanifti  coa'is  of  the 
South  Sea  and  adjacent  iftands,  Spain 
has  ftill  preferved  her  poffeffions  en- 
tire, and  oppofed  with  fuc  efs  thofe 
ufurpation?,  by  conftantly  finding 
her  lliips  and  veffels  to  take  poiTcflioa 
of  fuch  fettlements.  By  thefe  mca- 
furcs,  and  reiterated  afts  of  poifcl- 
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/ion,  Spain  hasprcfcrved  her  domi- 
nion, which  fhe  has  extended  to  the 
borders  of  the  R.uffian  eftabliflimcnts, 
in  that  part  of  the  world. 

The  viceroys  of  Peru  and  New 
Spain  having  been  informed,  that 
thefe  feas  had  been  for  feme  years 
paft  more  frequente.1  than  formerly  ; 
that  fmuggling  had  increafed  ;  that 
feveral  uiurpations  prejudicial  to 
Spain  and  t!ie  general  tranquillity 
had  been  fuffered  to  be  made  ;  they 
gave  orders  that  the  wedern  coails 
ofSpanifh  America,  and  iflands  and 
feas  adjacent,  fhould  be  more  fre- 
quently navigated  and  explored. 

They  v/ere  alfo  informed,  that 
feveral  Ruffian  veflcls  were  upon  the 
point  of  making  commercial  eilab- 
lithments  upon  that  coaft.  At  the 
time  that  Spain  demonftrated  toRuf- 
iia  tiie  inconveniences  attendant  up- 
on fuch  incroachments,  ihe  entered 
upon  the  negociation  with  Rufila, 
upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  Rufii.in 
navigators  of  the  Pacific  Ocean 
had  no  orders  to  make  eftablifli- 
ments  within  the  limits  of  Spanifh 
America,  of  which  the  Spaniards 
were  the  firil:  pofTeflbrs,  (limits  fituat- 
ed  within  Prince  WiilianV's  Strait) 
pufpofcly  to  avoid  all  diflcntions, 
and  in  order  to  maintain  the  harmo- 
ny and  amity  which  Spain  vviibed  to 
preferve. 

The  court  of  Ruflia  replied,  it  had 
already  given  orders,  that  its  fub- 
jefts  fnould  make  no  fettlements  in 
places  belonging  to  other  powers ; 
and  that  if  thofe  orders  .•.ad  been 
violated,  and  any  had  been  made  in 
Spanilh  America,  they  defired  the 
king  would  put  a  ftop  to  them  in 
a  friendly  manner.  To  this  pacific 
language  on  the  part  of  Rujlia,  Spain 
oblervcd,  that  flic  could  not  be  an- 
f\verable  for  what  her  officers  might 
do  at  that  dillance,  wlioie  general 
orders  and  inllructions  were  not  :o 


permit  any  fettlements  to  be  made 
by  other  nations  on  the  continent  of 
bpanifli  America. 

Though  trefpafT:.'.  had  been  made 
by  the  Kngiifu  on  lomc  of  the  iflands 
of  thoie  coafls,  which  had  piven 
rife  to  fimiiar  complaints  having  been 
made  to  the  court  of  London,  Spain 
did  not  know  that  the  Englifli  had 
endeavoured  to  make  any  fettle- 
ments on  the  northern  part  of  the 
Southern  Ocean,  till  the  comm.:nd- 
ing  officer  of  a  Spanifli  fliip,  in  the 
ufual  tour  of  the  coalh  of  Califor- 
nia, found  two  American  veflels  in 
St.  Laurence,  or  Nootka  harbour, 
where  he  was  going  for  provifions 
and  fl;ores.  Thefe  vefl'els  he  per- 
mitted to  proceed  on  their  voyuge, 
it  appearing  from  their  papers,  that 
they  were  driven  there  by  difl.re{s, 
and  only  came  in  to  refit. 

He  alfo  found  there  the  Iphigenia 
from  Macao,  under  Portuguefe  co- 
lours, which  htid  a  paHport  froni 
the  governor;  and  though  he  came 
manifeflly  with  a  view  to  trade  there, 
yet  the  Spanilh  admiral,  when  l.e 
faw  his  inllruclions,  gave  him  leave 
to  depart  upon  his  figning  an  en- 
gauement  to  pay  the  value  of  the 
veffelj  fiiould  the  government  of 
Mexico  declare  it  a  lawful  prize. 

With  this  veflel  there  came  a  fe- 
cond,  which  the  admiral  detained  ; 
and  a  few  days  after  a  third,  named 
the  Argonaiitj  f:  om  the  above-men- 
tioned place.  Tlie  captain  cf  thii 
latter  was  an  Englilbman.  He  came 
not  only  to  trade,  but  brought  every 
thing  with  him  proper  to  form  a  fct- 
lement  there,  and  to  fortify  it. 
This,  notwithflanding  the  r^nion- 
ftrancesofthc  Spanilh  admiral,  ha 
perlcvercd  in,  and  was  detained,  to- 
gether with  his  veflel. 

After  him  came  a  fourth  Engjini 
vefiel, named  the  PrincefsRova),.:nd 
evidently   for   the    fame    purpoics. 

t/'4]  She 
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She  likeu'de  was  detained,  and  fent 
to  Port  St.  Bias,  where  the  pilot  of 
the  Argonaut  made  away  with  him- 
Iclf. 

The  viceroy,  on  being  informed 
of  thefe  particulars,  gave  orders 
that  the  captain  and  the  veflels  fhould 
be  releafcd,  and  that  they  ihould 
have  leave  to  relit,  without  declar-  - 
J!ig  them  a  lawful  prize;  and  this  Jie 
did,  on  ..ocount  of  the  ignorance  of 
tiie  proprietors,  and  the  friendfliip 
which  fubufted  between  the  two 
courts  of  London  and  Madrid. 

He  alio  gave  them  leave  to  return 
to  Macao  with  their  cargo,  after 
capitulating  v.ith  them  in  tlie  fame 
manner  as  with  the  Porluguefe  cap- 
tain, and  leaving  the  aftair  to  be 
finally  determined  by  the  count  de 
Revillagigedo,  his  fucceflbr,  who 
alfo  gave  them  their  liberty. 

As  foon  as  the  court  of  Madrid  had 
received  an  account  of  the  detention 
of  the  firft  Engllfli  vefiel  at  Nootka 
Sound,  and  before  that  of  the  fe- 
cond  arrived,  it  ordered  its  ambaf- 
fador  at  London  to  make  a  report 
thereof  to  the  Englilh  minifter, 
v^■hich  he  did,  on  the  i  oth  of  February 
lafl,  and  to  require  that  the  parties 
v\'ho  had  planned  thefe  expeditions 
ilwuld  be  punilTied,  in  order  to  de- 
ter others  from  making  fettlements 
on  territories  occupied  and  frequent- 
ed by  the  Spaniards  for  a  number  of 
years. 

In  the  ambalTador's  memorial, 
mention  was  only  made  of  the  Spa- 
nilb  admiral  that  commanded  the 
prefent  armament,  having  vifted 
Kootka  Sound  in  1774,  though 
that  harbour  had  been  frequently 
vifited  both  before  and  fmce,  with 
the  ufual  forms  pf  taking  poflciTion, 
Thefe  forms  vyerereoeated  more  par- 
ticularly in  the  years  1755  and  1 779, 
all  along  the  coails  as  fer  as  Prince 
"VVilliam's  Sound,  and  it  was  thefe 


aifbs  tliat  gave  occafion  to  the  memor 
rial  made  by  the  court  of  Rulfia,  as 
has  been  already  noticed. 

The  Spanilh  amballador  at  I-on- 
don  did  not  reprefent  in  tliis  memo- 
rial at  that  time,  that  the  right  of 
Spain  to  thefe  coafts  was  conforma- 
ble to  ancient  boundaries,  which 
had  been  guaranteed  by  England  at 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  IL  deeming  it  to  be  un- 
necellary  ;  as  orders  had  been  given, 
and  veii'els  had  adually  been  feiz- 
ed  on  thofe  coails,  fo  far  back  as 
1692. 

The  anfwcr  that  the  Engiifh 
miniltrv  gave,  on  the  26th  of  Fe- 
bruary, was,  that  they  had  not  as 
yet  been  informed  of  the  fiiifis  ilated 
by  tiie  ambafiador,  and  that  the  adl 
of  'violence,  m.entioncd  in  his  me- 
morial, neceilhrily  fufpended  any 
difcuflion  of  the  claims  therein,  till 
an  adequate  atonement  had  been 
made  for  a  proceeding  fo  injurious 
to  Great  Britain. 

In  addition  to  this  haughty  lan- 
guage of  the  Britifli  minifter,  he  fir- 
ther  added,  that  the  ihip  m.uft  in  the 
firft  place  be  lellored;  and  that  with 
refpcd  to  any  future  iHpulations,  it 
would  be  neceffary  to  wait  for  a  more 
full  detail  of  all  the  circum.itancca 
of  this  afrair. 

The  harfli  apd  laconic  fcile  in 
which  this  anfwer  v/as  given,  made 
the  court  of  Madrid  fufpeft  that  the 
Icing  of  Great  Britain's  minifters 
were  fc.,-ing  other  plans;  and  they 
were  the  more  induced  to  think  fo, 
as  there  were  reports  that  they  were 
going  to  fit  out  t\vo  fleets,  one  for 
tiic  Mediterranean  and  the  other  for 
the  Baltic.  This  of  courfe  obliged 
Spain  to  increafe  the  fmall  fquadron 
fhe  was  getting  ready  to'exerciie  her 
marine. 

The  court  of  Spain  then  ordered 

her  ambafiador  at  London  to  prefent 
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a  memorial  to  the  Britifh  minillry, 
ieidng  forth,  that  tliough  the  cioau 
of  Spam  had  an  indubitable  right  to 
the  continerit,  ifland?,  harbou's, 
and  coafts  of  that  part  of  the  woilJ, 
founded  on  treaties  and  immemorial 
poHcilionj  yet  as  the  \  ijeroy  of  Mex- 
ico had  releafed  the  veflcls  that  were 
detained,  the  king  looked  upon  the 
aiiair  as  concluded,  without  enter- 
ing into  any  difputes  or  difcumms 
on  the  undoubted  riglits  of  Spiin  ; 
and,  denying  to  give  a  proof  of  his 
friendship  for  Great  Britain,  he 
mould  reft  fatisiied  if  fhe  ordered 
that  her  fubjecls,  in  future,  refpcded 
thole  rights. 

As  if  Spain,  in  this  anfwer,  had 
laid  claim  to  the  empire  of  that 
ocean,  though  fne  only  fpoke  of 
what  belonged  to  her  by  treaties, 
and  as  if  it  had  been  fo  grievous  an 
offence  to  terminate  this  affair  by 
rcltitution  of  the  only  veliel  which 
vvas  then  known  to  have  been  taken, 
it  excited  fuch  clamour  and  agitation 
in  the  parliament  of  England,  that 
the  molt  vigorous  preparations  for 
war  have  been  commenced ;  and 
thofe  powers  difmclined  to  peace 
charge  Spain  with  defigns  contrary 
to  her  known  principles  of  honour 
and  probity,  as  well  as  to  the  tran- 
quillity of  Europe,  which  the  Spa- 
nilh  monarch  and  his  minillers  have 
always  had  in  view. 

While  England  was  employed  in 
making  the  greatell  armaments  and 
preparations,  that  court  made  an- 
fwer to  the  Spanifh amhafiador  (up- 
on the  5th  of  May)  that  the  ads  of 
violence  committed  againfl  the  Bri- 
tiili  flag  "  rendered  it  necefi'ary  for 
the  fovereign  to  charge  his  miniiler 
at  Madrid,  to  renew  the  rej^on- 
ilrances  (being  the  anfwer  of  Eng- 
land already  mentioned)  and  to  re- 
cjuire  tjiat   latisfaQioa,    wliich   his 


majefly  thought  he  had  an  indifputa- 
ble  right  to  demand." 

To  this  was  added  a  declaration 
not  to  enter  formally  into  the  matter 
until  a  fit  t  is  factory  anfwer  was  ob- 
tained ;  "  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
memorial  of  Spain  fhould  not  in- 
clude in  it  the  qaeftion  of  right;" 
which  formed  a  moll  eflcntiai  part 
of  the  difcuffion. 

The  Britiih  adminiilration  offer, 
in  the  fame  anfwer,  to  take  the  mcil 
effectual  and  pacific  meaiures,  that 
the  Englilh  fubjects  iliall  not  acl 
"  againit  the  jull  and  acknowledged 
rights  of  Spain,  but  tiiat  they  can- 
not at  prefent  accede  to  the  preten- 
fions  of  abfolute  fovereignty,  com- 
merce* and  navigation,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  the  principal  objeiSi  of 
the  memorials  of  the  ambalfador; 
and  that  the  king  of  Englaiid  confi- 
ders  it  as  a  duty  incumbent  upon 
him  to  protect  his  fubjeds  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  right  of  continu- 
ing tr.eirnfliery  in  tlie  Pacific  Ocean.'* 

if  this  pretenfion  is  found  to  tref- 
pnfs  upon  the  ancient  boundaries 
laid  down  in  the  reign  of  king  Cliarlts 
II,  and  guaranteed  by  England  ui 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  as  Spain 
believes,  it  appears  that  that  court 
will  have  good  reafon  for  difputing 
and  oppofmg  this  claim;  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  equity  of  the  Bri- 
tilTi  adminiltration  will  unpend  and 
rellrici  it  accordingly. 

In  confequence  of  the  foregoing 
anfwer,  the  charge  d'affaires  from  the 
court  of  London  at  Madrid  infilled, 
in  a  memo-ial  of  the  i6th  of  May, 
on  relHtutlon  of  the  veffel  detained 
at  Nootka,  and  the  property  there- 
in contained  ;  of  an  indemnification 
tor  the  Icfies  fuftained,  and  on  a  re- 
paration proportionid  to  the  in  jury 
done  to  die  Engiilb-  fubj.Cls  fading 
under  the  Briilfn  flag,  and  that  tlu-y 

have 
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have  an  indifputable  right  to  the  en- 
joyment of  a  free  and  uninterrupted 
navigation,  commerce,  and  filhery  ; 
and  to  the  pcfi'fjinon  of  fuch  ellablifli- 
nwnts  as  they  ihould  form  with  the 
confent  of  ths  natives  of  the  country, 
not  previoully  occupied  by  any  of 
the  European  nations. 

An  explicit  and  prompt  anfvver 
was  delired  upon  this  head,  in  fuch 
terms  as  mioat  tend  to  calm  the 
anxieties,  and  to  maintain  the  friend- 
fiiip  fubfifting  between  the  two 
courts. 

The  charge  d'affaires  having  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  fufpenfion  of  the 
Spanifli  armaments  would  contribute 
to  tranquillity,  upon  the  terms  to  be 
communicated  by  the  Britifn  admi- 
niftration,  an  anfwer  was  made  by 
the  Spanifh  adminiftration,  that  the 
king  was  fincerely  inclined  to  difarm 
trpon  the  principles  of  reciprocity, 
and  proportioned  to  the  circum- 
Itances  of  the  two  courts ;  adding, 
that  the  court  of  Spain  was  actuated 
Ey  the  moft  pacific  intentions,  and  a 
defire  to  give  every  fatisfaclion  and 
indemnification,  if  juflice  was  not 
on  their  fi.'e,  provided  England  did 
as  much  if  fhe  was  found  to  be  in  the 
wrong. 

This  anfwer  mull  convince  all  the 
courts  of  Europe  that  the  condufl 
©f  the  king  and  his  adminifl:ration  is 
confonant  to  the  invariable  princi- 
ples of  juflice,  truth,  and  peace. 
El  Conde  de  Florida  Blanca. 


Mr.    Fitzherbert'/    J/i/hvcr   to   the 
foregoing  Memorial. 

Sir, 
N  compliance  with  your  excel- 
lency's defire,  I  have  now  the  ho- 
nour   to    communicate    to    you,   in 
writing,  what  1  obferved  to  vou  in 
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the  converfation  we  had  the  day  be- 
fore yefterday. 

The  fubftance  of  thefe  obferva- 
tions  are  briefiy  thefe: 

The  court  of  London  is  animated 
with  the  moft  fmcere  defire  of  ter- 
minating the  difference  that  at  pre- 
fcnt  fubfilts  between  it  and  the  court 
of  Madrid,  relative  to  the  port  of 
Nootka,  and  the  adjacent  latitudes, 
by  a  friendly  negociation ;  but  as 
it  is  evident,  upon  ths  cleareft  princi- 
ples of  juflice  and  reafon,  that  an 
equal  negotiation  cannot  be  opened, 
till  matters  are  put  in  their  original 
flate,  and  as  certain  acls  have  been 
committed  in  the  latitudes  in  quef- 
tion  by  veil'els  belonging  to  the  royal 
marine  of  Spain,  againft  feveral 
Britilh  vefTels,  without  any  reprifals 
having  been  made,  of  any  fort,  on 
the  part  of  Britain,  that  power  is 
perfeiflly  in  the  right  to  infn'l,  as 
a  preliminary  condition,  upon  a 
pratnpt  and  fuitable  reparation  for 
tl^efe  aK^s  of  violence  ;  and  in  conie- 
quence  of  this  principle,  the  prac- 
tice of  nations  has  limited  luch  right 
of  reparation  to  three  articles,  viz. 
the  reftitution  of  the  veffels — a  full 
indemnification  for  the  lofl'es  fu'flain- 
ed  by  the  parties  injured — and  final  - 
Iv,  fatisfadlion  to  the  fovereign  for 
the  infult  offered  to  his  flag.  So  that 
it  is  evident  that  the  atlual  de- 
mands of  my  court,  faf  from  con- 
taining any  thing  to  prejudice  the 
rights  or  the  dignity  of  his  catho- 
lic m.ajefty,  amount  to  no  more  in 
facl  than  what  is  conftantly  done  by 
Great  Britain  herfelf,  as  well  as  every 
other  maritime  power,  in  fimilar  cir- 
cumflances. — Finally,  as  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  fatisfaftion  which  the 
court  of  London  exacts  on  this  oe- 
cafion,  and  on  which  your  excel- 
lency appears  to  defire  feme  expla- 
nation, I  am  autkoriled.  Sir,  to  af- 

fure 
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fure  you,  that  if  his  Catholic  ma- 
jefly  cortfents  to  make  a  declaration 
in  his  name,  bearing  in  fubftance, 
that  he  had  determined  to  offer  to 
his  Britannic  majerty  a  juft  and  fuit- 
able  fatisfaftioH  for  the  infuk  offered 
to  his  flag — fuch  offer,  joined  to  a 
promife  of  making  rellitution  of  the 
veffels  captured,  and  to  indemnify 
the  proprietors,  under  the  conditi- 
ons fpeciiied  in  the  omcial  letter  of 
Mr.  Merry  on  the  i6t;h  of  Pvlay, 
will  be  regarded  by  his  Britannic 
majefty  as  conftituting  in  itfelf  the 
fatisfadion  demanded  :  and  his  faid 
majefty  will  accept  of  it  as  fuch  by  a 
counter-dec'aration  on  his  part.  I 
have  to  add,  that  as  it  appears  un- 
certain if  the  vefffls  the  North 
Weft,  an  American  veffel,  and  the 
Iphigenia,  had  truly  a  right  to  en- 
joy the  protedlion  of  tjie  Britifli 
flag,  the  king  will  with  pleafure 
confent  that  an  examination  of  this 
queftion,  as  well  as  that  relative  to 
the  juft  amount  of  the  loffes  fuftained 
by  his  fubjefts,  may  be  left  to  the 
determination  of  commiftioners  to 
be  named  by  the  two  courts. 

Having  thus  recapitulated  to  your 
excellency  the  heads  of  what  I  ob- 
ferved  to  you  in  converfation,  I  flat- 
ter myfelf  you  wiJl  weigh  the  whole 
in  your  mind,  with  that  fpirit  of 
equity  and  moderation  wliich  cha- 
rafterifes  you,  that  I  may  be  in  a 
condition  of  fending  to  my  court, 
as  ioon  as  poffible,  a  fatisfaftory  an- 
fwer  as  to  the  point  contained  in  the 
Official  paper  fent  to  Mr.  Merry  on 
the  4th  of  the  month,  and  which, 
for  the  rcafons  1  have  mentioned, 
cannot  be  regarded  by  his  Britannic 
majcity  as  fullilling  his  juft  cxpec- 
Uitions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  5.c. 

Al.LEVKE    FitzHER;iLRT. 


T^e  Count  de  Florida  BlancaV  Hep/j^ 
'June   18. 

YO  U  will  pardon  me,  fir,  that 
I  cannot  give  my  affent  to  the 
principles  laid  down  in  your  lad 
letter;  as  Spain  maintains,  on  the 
moft  folid  grounds,  that  the  deten- 
tion of  the  vc&ls  was  made  in  a 
port,  upon  a  coaft,  or  in  a  bay  of 
SpanilTi  America,  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  which  belonged  ex- 
clufively  to  Spain,  by  treaties  with 
ail  nations,  even  England  herfelf. 

The  principles  laid  down  cannot 
be  adapted  to  the  cafe.  The  vefiels 
detained  attempted  to  make  an  elta, 
bliftiment  at  a  port  wnere  they  found 
a  nation  actual iy  fettled,  the  Spanifh 
commander  at  Nootka  having,  pre- 
vious to.  their  detention,  made  the 
moft  amicable  reprefentations  to  the 
aggreflbrs  to  defift  from  their  pur- 
poie. 

Your  excellency  will  alfo  permit 
me  to  lay  before  you,  that  it  is  not 
at  all  certain  that  the  veffels  detained 
navigated  under  the  Britifh  flag,  al- 
though they  were  Englifh  veffels; 
there  having  been  realon  to  believe 
that  they  navigated  under  the  pro- 
tedion  of  Portuguefe  paflports,  fur- 
nifhed  them  by  the  governor  of 
Macao  as  commercial  veffels,  and 
not  belonging  to  the  royal  marine. 
Your  excellency  will  add  to  thefe 
reafons,  that  by  the  reftitution  of 
thef;;  veffels,  their  furniture  and  car- 
goes, or  their  value,  in  confcquence 
oi  the  refolution  adopted  by  the  vice- 
roy of  Mexico,  which  has  been  ap- 
proved of  by  the  king,  for  the  fake 
of  peace,  every  thing  is  placed  in 
its  original  ftate,  the  ohjed  your 
excellency  aims  at — nothing  rem.ain- 
ing  unfettleJ  but  the  indemnification 
of  loiics,    and    fatisfadion   for  the 

infuh. 
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infult,  which  Ihall  alfo  be  regulated 
\vhen  evidence  fhall  be  given  what 
infult  has  been  committed,  which 
hitherto  has  not  been  fulhciently 
explained. 

However,  that  a  quarrel  may  not 
aiife  about  words,  and  that  two  na- 
tions friendly  to  each  other  may  not 
be  expofedto  tne  calamities  of  war, 
I  have  to  inform  you,  fir,  by  order 
of  the  king,  that  his  majelty  con- 
fents  to  make  the  declaration  which 
your  excellency  propoies  in  your 
letter,  and  will  offer  to  his  Brita^.nic 
majefty  a  jull  and  fuitable  fatisfac- 
tion  for  the  infult  offered  to  the  ho- 
nour of  his  flag,  provided  that  to 
thefe  are  added  either  of  the  follow- 
ing explanations: 

1.  That  in  offering  fuch  fatisfac- 
tion,  the  infult  and  the  fatisfclion 
fhall  be  fully  fettled  both  in  form 
and  fubilance  by  a  judgment  to  be 
pronounced  by  one  of  the  kings  of 
Europe,  whom  the  king  my  mafter 
leaves  wholly  to  the  choice  of  his 
Britannic  majefty ;  for  it  is  fufficient 
to  the  Spanilh  monarch  that  a 
crowned  head,  from  full  informa- 
tion cf  the  fads,  Ihall  decide  as  he 
thinks  jufl. 

2.  That  in  offering  a  juft  and 
fuitable  fatisfaftion,  care  ihall  be 
taken  that  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
negociation  to  be  opened,  no  fafts 
be  admitted  as  true  but  fuch  as  can 
be  fully  eftablifhed  by  Great  Bri- 
tain w  ith  regard  to  the  infult  offered 
to  her  flag. 

3.  That  the  fald  fatlsfadtion  fhall 
be  given  on  condition  that  no  infer- 
ence be  drawn  therefrom  to  affect 
the  rights  of  Spain,  nor  of  the  right 
of  exafting  from  Great  Britain  an 
equivalent  fatisfaftion,  if  it  fnall  be 
found,  in  the  courfe  of  negociation, 
that  the  king  has  a  right  to  demand 
fatiifufliou,  for  the  aggreiTion  and 


ufurpation  made  on  the  Spanifh  ter- 
ritory, contrary  to  fubfi (ling  treaties. 
Your  excellency  will  be  pleafed 
to  make  choice  of  either  of  tiiefe 
three  explanations  to  the  declara- 
tion your  excellency  propofes,  or  all 
the  three  together, — and  to  point 
out  any  difficulty  tiiat  occurs  to  you, 
that  it  may  be  obviated  ; — or  any 
other  mode  that  may  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  peace  which  we  delire  to 
eliablifh. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
El  Con  DE  DE  Florida  Blanc  a. 

Declaration  and  Counter  Declaration, 
excha?iged  at  Madrid,  the  Zi^h 
July,  1790. 

DECLARATION. 

HI  S  Britannic  majeffy  having 
complained  of  the  capture  of  cer- 
tain velPds  belonging  to  hisfubjecls 
in  the  port  of  Nootka,  fituated  on  the 
ncrth-weil  coafi  of  America,  by  an 
officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  king; 
the  under-fign'  d  counlellor  and  " 
principal  fecretary  of  ftate  to  his 
majefty,  being  thereto  duly  autho- 
rifed,  declares,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  order  of  his  faid  majefty,  that  he 
is  willing  to  give  latisfadfion  to  his 
Britannic  majefty  for  the  injury  of 
which  he  has  complained  ;  fully  per- 
fuaded  that  his  faid  Britannic  ma- 
jefty v/ould  aft  in  the  fapie  manner 
towards  the  king,  under  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances;  and  his  majefty  further 
engages  to  make  full  reuitution  of 
all  the  Britifh  veffels  wnich  were 
captured  at  Nootka,  and  to  indem- 
nify the  parties  interefted  in  thofe 
veiiels,  for  the  loffes  which  they 
fhall  have  fuftained,  as  foon  as  the 
am.ount  thereof  fhall  have  been  af- 
certamed. 

It  being  underftood  that  this  de- 
claration is  not  to  preclude  or  pre- 
judice 
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judice  the  ulterior  difcuffion  of  any 
right  which  his  majelly  may  claim 
to  form  an  exclufive  ellablifliment 
at  the  port  of  Nootka. 

In  witnefs  whereof  1  have  figned 

this  declaration,   and  Jealed  it 

with  the  feal  of  my  arms.    At 

Madrid,  the  24tri  of  July,  1790. 

(L.  S.)      Signed 

LeComtede  Florida  Blanc  A. 

COUNTER-DECLARATION. 

HIS    Catholic    majerty    having 
declared  that  he  was  willing  to  give 
fatisfaclion  for  the  injury  done  to 
the  king,  by  the  capture  of  certain 
veflels  belonging  to  his  fubjeds,  in 
the  bay  of  Nootka;  and  the  count  de 
Florida    Blanca  having    figned,  in 
the  name  and  by  the  order  of  his 
Catholic  majeity,  a  declaration    to 
this  efted ;  and  by  which  his  faid 
majefty  likewife  engages  to  make 
full  reilitution  of  the  veflels  fo  cap- 
tu:>;  1,  and  to  indemnify  the  parties 
interertcd  in  thole  veilels    for  the 
lofles  they  fhall  have  fuftained;   the 
undenigned  ambairidor  extraordi- 
nary and  plenipotentiary  of  his  ma- 
je-fly   to   *he   OathcUc  king,  being 
thr.-eto  duly   and  exprelslv  autho- 
rii'-d,  accepts    the  faid  declaration 
in  the  name  of  the  king ;  and  de- 
ck, es  thit  r.is  majelly  will  conAJcr 
this   declaration,  together  with  the 
performance    of   the   engagements 
contained  therein,  as  a  full  and  en- 
tire   laiisfadlion   for  the    inju'y  of 
which  his  majcHy  has  complained. 
Th^-  underfigned  declares,  at  the 
fame   tim^,  that  it  is  to  be  under- 
iJood,  that  neither  the  faid  declara- 
tion fifrned  by  count  Florida  Biai\ca, 
nor   tlie  .cceprance  thereof  by  ilie 
underfigned,    in   the    name  of  the 
king,  is  toprccludc  or  prejudice,  j:\ 
any  refped,  the  right  which  his  ma- 


jelly may  claim  to  any  ellablilhment 
which  his  fubjefts  may  have  form- 
ed, or  ihould  be  dcfirous  of  form- 
ing in  future,  at  the  faid  bay  of 
Nootka. 

In  witnefs  whereof  I  have  figned 
this  counter-declaration,  and 
fealed  it  with  the  feal  of  my 
arms.  At  Madrid,  the  24th  of 
July,  1790. 
(L.  S.)       Signed 

Alleyne  Fitzherbert, 


Letter  from  Count  de  Fernan  Nunez 
to  M.  de  Montmorin,  Secretarv  of 
the  Foreign  Department  of  France, 

Sir,  Paris,Ju7ie  16,  1790 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  add refs 
you  with  this,  a  faithful  cxtra^ft 
of  all  the  tranfaitlons  which  have  hi- 
therto pafTcd  between  my  court  and 
that  of  London,  on  the  fubjc>5t  of 
the  detention  of  two  Engliih  veflels, 
which  were  feized  in  che  bay  of  St. 
Lawrence,  or  Nootka,  fituated  in 
the  50th  degree  to  the  north  of  Ca- 
liforr.ia,  and  which  were  afterwards 
taken  to  the  port  of  St.  Bias. 

You  will  obl'erve  by  this  relation, 
I.  That  by  the  treaties,  demar- 
cations, takings  of  poifefiion,  and 
the  molt  decided  ads  of  fovereignt v 
exercifed  by  the  Spaniards  in  thelc 
Itations,  from  the  reign  of  Charles 
II.  and  authorifed  by  thit  monarch 
in  1692,  the  original  vouchers  for 
v.'hich  fhall  be  brought  forward  iu 
the  courfe  of  the  negotirition,  all  the 
coall  to  the  north  of  the  ^7e(le^a 
.America,  on  the  fide  of  the  South 
S'-a,  as  far  as  beyond  what  is  called 
r  ince  William's  Sound,  which  is 
in  the  fixty-lirit  degree,  is  acknow- 
ledged to  belong  exclufively  to 
Spain. 

z.  That  the  court  of  Ruflia  hiv- 
ing- 
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ing  been  informed  of  this  extent  of 
our  boundary,  aflured  the  king,  my 
mailer,  without  the  lead:  delay,  of 
the  purity  of  its  intentions  in  this 
refpefl,  and  added,  "  That  it  was 
extremely  forry  that  the  repeated 
orders  ifiued  to  prevent  the  fubjeds 
of  Ruftia  from  violating,  in  the 
fmalleit  degree,  the  territory  be- 
longing to  another  power,  fliould 
have  been  difobeyed." 

3.  That  the  ftatc  of  the  pofTcf- 
fions  and  exclufive  commerce  on  the 
fea  coail  of  the  Southern  Ocean,  as 
itexiiled  in  the  time  of  Charles  II. 
had  been  acknowledged  and  defined 
anew  by  fill  the  nations  of  Europe, 
and  more  particularly  by  England, 
in  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht. 

4.  Thajt  notwithftanding  the  juft 
title  he  has  to  a  prefervation  of 
his  ancient  rights,  the  king  my  maf- 
ter  has  approved  of  the  conduct  of 
the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  who,  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  general  orders  and 
inftruflions  for  the  prefervation  of 
peace  with  every  power,  took  upon 
him.felf  to  releafe  the  veiTels  feized 
in  the  port  of  Nootka,  upon  a  fup-- 
pofition  that  the  conduCi  of  their 
captains  was  a  confequcncs  of  their 
total  ignorance  with  rcfped  to  the 
legitimacy  of  the  rights  of  Spain  on 
thofe  co.iib. 

It  is  in  confequence  of  the  deiire 
of  his  Catholic  majelly  to  preferve 
peace  to  himielf,  and  to  ertablilh 
the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe, 
that  lie  has  taken  the  ileps  you  will 
obferve  in  the  faid  extract,  and  that 
he  has  commerced  an  amicable  and 
direft  negotiation  with  England, 
which  he  v/ill  finiih  with  ?*Ir.  Fitz- 
herbert,  the  nevv'  ambaffador  fent 
from  that  court  ta  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid. We  are  in  hopes  that  the  con- 
lequences  of  this  negotiation  will  be 
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fivourable;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
we  mull  employ  all  the  neceil'ary 
means  to  make  it  fo. 

An  immediate  and  exad  accora- 
plilhment  of  the  treaty  figned  at  Pa- 
ris, the  ijthof  Auguft  1761,  under 
the  title  of  the  Family  Compaft,  be- 
comes an  indifpenfable  preliminary 
to  a  fuccefsful  negotiation.  It  is  in 
confequence  of  the  abfolute  neceffity 
which  Spain  finds  of  having  recourfe 
to  the  fuccour  of  France,  that  the 
king,  my  mailer,  orders  me  to  de- 
mand exprefsly  what  France  can  do 
in  the  prefent  circumllances  to  afiill 
Spain,  according  to  the  mutual  en- 
gagements flipulated  by  the  treaties. 
His  Catholic  majelly  defires  that  the 
armaments,  as  well  as  other  proper 
meafures  to  fulfil  and  realize  thefe 
facred  engagements,  be  immediately 
put  in  execution.  He  charges  me  to 
add  farther,  that  the  prefent  ftate  of 
this  unforefcen  bufincfs  requires  a 
very  fpeedy  determination,  and  that 
the  meafures  which  the  court  of 
France  fhall  take  for  his  affiftance, 
Ihall  be  fo  aflive,  fo  clear,  and  fo 
pofitive,  as  to  prevent  even  the 
uiiallell  ground  for  fufpicion.  Other- 
vvife  his  mofr  Chriftian  majefly  mud 
not  be  furpriied  that  Spain  IhoulA 
feek  other  friends  and  different  allies 
among  all  the  powers  of  Europe, 
without  excepting  any  one,  upon 
whofe  aiTillance  fhe  can  rely  in  cafe 
of  need.  The  ties  of  blood  and  per- 
fonal  friendfliip  which  uniie  our  two 
fovereigns,  and  particularly  the  re- 
ciprocal interell  which  exiUs  be- 
tween two  nations  united  by  na- 
ture, (hall  be  refpefted  in  all  new 
arrangements,  as  far  as  circum- 
llances will  permit. 

This,  fir,  is  the  poiitive  demand 
v/hichlam  obliged  to  make,  and  in 
confequence  of  which  I  hope  his  moH 
Chrifdan  majefly  will  irnmediately 

take 
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take  fuch  meafures  as  fhall  feem 
molt  fuitable,  in  the  prefentcircum- 
ftances,  to  I'atisfy  my  mafter,  in  an 
objedl  (o  interefting  and  important 
to  the  prefervation  of  his  legal 
rights,  and  the  honour  cf  his  na- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec. 
El  CoxDE  DE  Fern  AN  Nunez. 


Decree  of  the   Naticnal  AJfivibly  cf 
France,  on  the  Family  CompacL 

TH  E  national  alTembly  deli- 
berating on  the  formal  pro- 
pofition  of  the  king,  contained  in 
the  letter  of  the  miniller,  dated  the 
III:  of  Augull, 

Decree,  That  the  king  be  fappli- 
cated  to  make  known  K»  his  Catho- 
lic majefty,  that  the  French  nation, 
in  taking  a!l  proper  meafurcs  to 
maintain  peace,  will  obferve  the 
defenfive  and  commercial  engage- 
ments which  the  French  govern- 
ment have  pre'vioully  contraded 
with  Spain. 

They  further  decree,  that  his  ma- 
jelly  fhall  be  requelted  immediately 
to  charge  his  ambaflador  in  Spain  to 
negotiate  with  the  miniller  of  his 
C  cUholic  majeily  to  the  efFjct  of  per- 
petuating and  renewing,  by  a  na- 
tional treaty,  the  ties  fo  ui'eful  to  the 
two  nations,  and  to  fix  with  pre- 
cifionandclearnels  every  ftipulation 
which  fhall  be  flridlly  conformable 
to  the  views  of  general  peace,  and 
to  the  principles  of  juftice,  which 
will  be  for  ever  xhe  policy  of  the 
French. 

The  national  affembly  fart'ner 
taking  into  confiieration  the  arma- 
ments of  the  different  nations  of 
Europe — their  progreilive  increafe, 
and  the  fafety  of  the  French  colo- 
BJes  and  commercs,  decree,  that  the 


king  fliall  be  prayed  to  give  orders, 
that  the  French  marine  force  incom- 
milTion  fhall  be  increafed  to  forty- 
five  fhips  of  the  line,  with  a  propor- 
tionaie  number  of  frigates,  and  other 
velftls. 


Comment  ion  hetiveen  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jejli  and  the  king  cf  Spain ;  Jigned 
at  the  Efcurialj/^t'  28?-^  of  Odcbsr, 

1790. 

THEIR  Britannic  and  Catho- 
lic majeuies  being  delirous 
of  terminating,  by  a  fpeedy  and  fo- 
lid  agreement,  the  difr'erences  which 
have  la:ely  arifen  between  the  two 
crowns,  have  adjudged  that  the  beli 
way  of  attaining  this  falutary  object 
would  be  that  of  an  amicable'  ar- 
rangement, which,  fetting  afide  all 
retrofpedlive  difcuflion  of  the  rights 
and  pretenfions  of  the  two  parties, 
fhould  fix  their  refpeftive  fituatioti 
for  the  future  on  a  bafis  conform- 
able to  their  true  intercus,  as  well 
as  to  the  mutual  delire  with  which 
their  faid  majeuies  are  animated,  of 
eltiblilhing  with  each  oiher,in  every 
thing  and  in  all  places,  the  moll 
perfecfb  friendfhip,  harmony,  and 
good  correfpondence.  In  this  view, 
they  have  named  and  conflitated 
for  their  plenipotentiaries^  to  wit, 
on  the  part  of  his  Briiiannic  majefty, 
Allsyne  Fitzherbert,  eiq.  one  of  lis 
laid  majefty's  privy  council  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  his  ambif- 
fa.dor  extraordinary  and  plenipo- 
tentiary to  his  Cathotic  m.ajeity; 
and,  en  the  part  of  his  Catlio- 
lic  majefty,  Don  Jofeph  Moni- 
no,  count  of  Florida  Blanca,  knigiit 
grand  crof«  of  the  royal  Spanilh 
order  of  Charles  ill.  counccUor  of 
ftatc  to  his  iaid  m:!Jelly,  and  his 
'principal  fecretary  of  iUte,  and  of 

the 
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the   diiparches ;    who,  after  having  there  ;  the  whole  fubjecl,  ncverthe- 

.communicated  to   each  other  their  lefs,   to  the   relhidions    and  provi-  ' 

refpeiiinve  full  powers,  have  agreed  fions  fpecihed  in  the  tlu-ee  following 

upon  the  following  articles :  articles : 

Art.  I.    It    is    agreed    that    the  Art.  IV.  His   Britannic  majefty 

buildings  and  trrids  of  land,  fituated  engages  to  take  the  moft   effcdual 

on  the   north-well  coall  of  the  con-  mcalures  to  prevent  the  navigation 

tinent   of  North    America,  or    on  and  filliery  of  his  iubjeds  in  the  Pa- 

illands   adjacent  to  that  continent,  ciric   Ocean,  or  in  the  South  Seas, 

of  which  the  fubjeds  of  his  Britan-  from  being  made  a  pretext  for  illicit 

nic  majerty  were  difpoilefied,  about  trade  with  the  Spanilh  fettlements; 

the  month  of  April  17S9,  by  a  Spa-  and,  with  this  view,  it  is  moreover 

nifh  officer,  fliall  be  reltored  to  the  expreisly  iHpulated,  that  Britilh  fub- 

faid  Britilh  fubjefts.  jccls  fliall  not  navigate,  or  carry  on 

Art.  If.  And  further,  that  a  Jcft  their  fifhery  in  the  faid  Teas,  within 

reparation  fliall  be  m.ade,  according  the  fpace  often  fea  leagues  from  any 

to  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  for  all  afts  part  of  the  coalls  already  occupied 

of  violence  or  hoUility,  which  may  by  Spain. 

have  been  committed  fubfequcnt  to         Art.  V.  It  is  agreed,  that  as  well 

the  month  of  April  1789,    by  the  in  the  places  which  are  to  be  reltored 

fuhjecls  of  either  of  the  contracUng  to  the   Britifh  fubjedts,  by  virtue  of 

parties  againll  the  fubjedls  of  the  the  firft  article,  as  in  all  other  parts 

other;  and  that,  in  cafe  any  of  the  of  the  north-wellern  coafts  of  North 

faid   refpeclive  fubjeds  fhall,  fmce  America,  or  of  the  iflands  adjacent, 

the  fame  period,  have  been  forcibly  fituate   to  the  north  of  the  parts  of 

cifpoiTefied  of  their  lands,  buildings,  the  laid  coall:  already  occupied  by 

veil'els,  merchandife,  and  other  pro-  vSpain,  wherever  the  fubjedts  of  ei- 


perty  whatever,  on  the  faid  conti- 
nent, or  on  the  feas  or  ifiands  adja- 
cent, they  (hall  be  re-eftabliilisd  in 
the  pofleffion  thereof,  or  a  jull  com- 
penfation  fliall  be  made  to  them  for 
tie  lofies  whicJi  they  have  fuflained. 
Art.  HI.  And  in  order  to 
ftrengthen  the  bonds  of  friendship, 
and  to  preferve  in  future  a  psrfctl 
harmonv  and  good  underllanding 
betv/een  the  two  ccntradlinir  parties. 


thcr  of  the  two  powers  Ihall  have 
made  fettlements  fince  the  month  of 
April  1789,  or  fhall  hereafter  make 
any,  the  labjeds  of  the  other  fhall 
have  free  accefs,  and  fhall  carry  on 
their  trade  without  any  dlllurbance 
or  molellation. 

Art.  VI.  It  is  further  agreed,  with 
refpedl  to  the  eaitern  and  weilern 
coafts  of  South  America,  and  to  the 
iflands  adjacent,  that  ro  fettlement 


it  is  agreed,  that  their  refpective  fub-  fl^ftll   be  foimed   hereafter,  by  the 

jeds  Ihall  not  be  dillurbed  or  mo-  refpedivc   fubjefts,  in  fuch  part  of 

lelted,  either  in   navigating  or  car-  thj'e  ccafls  as  are  fituated  to  the 

rying  on  their  fiilieries  in  the  Pacific  lourh   of  thofe   parts    of  the   fame 

Ocean,  or  in  the  South  Seas,  or  in  coafts,  and  of  the  ifiands   adjacent, 

landing  on  the  coaits  cf  thofe  feas,  which  arealready  occupied  by  Spain; 

in  places  not  already  o-cupicd,  for  provided  that  theiaid  refpedive  iuh- 

the    purpofe  of  carrying  on   their  jeds  Ihall  retain  the  liberty  of  land- 

ccmmcrce  with   the  natives  cf  the  ing  on  the  coafts  and  iilands  fo  fitu- 

country,  or  of  making  iettiemcnts  a:eJ,  for  the  purpofe:.  of  their  iifhtry, 

and 
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and  of  ereftlng  thereon  huts,  and 
other  temporary  buildings,  fcrving 
only  for  thofe  puipofes. 

Art.  Vil.  In  all  cafes  of  com- 
plaint, or  infradion  of  the  articles 
of  the  prefcnt  convention,  the  oili- 
cers  of  either  party,  without  per- 
mitting themlclves  pre-vioufly  to 
commit  any  violence  or  ad  of  Ibrce, 
fhall  be  bound  to  make  an  exacl  re- 
port of  the  affair,  and  of  its  ciicum- 
llances,  to  their  refpeftive  courts, 
who  will  terminate  luch  differences 
in  an  amicable  manner. 

Art.  VJII.  The  prefent  conven- 
tion fhall  be  ratified  and  confirmed 
in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  its  figna- 
ture,  or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  under- 
figned  plenipotentiaries  of  their  Bri- 
tannic and  Catholic  majeflies,  have, 
in  their  names,  and  in  virtue  of  our 
rcfpedive  full  powers,  figncd  the 
prefent  convention,  and  fet  thereto 
the  fcals  of  our  arms. 
Done  at  the  palace  of  St.  Laurence, 

the  28th  of  OiSlober,  1790. 

(L.S.)  AlLEYNE  FiTZHERBERT. 

(L.S.)     El  Conde  de  Florida 

E  L  A  N  c  A . 


Addrifs  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Commons  of  the  City  of 
London,  on  the  Connjention  'Ujith 
Spain;  prefenled Not;.  24. 

To   the  King's   Mofl  Excellent 
Majefly, 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 
of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com- 
mon  Council  affembled. 


Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 
E  your  majcfty's  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjeds,  the  lord  mav- 
VoL.  XXXIi. 


w 


or,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the 
city  of  London,  in  common  council 
aflembled,  approach  your  majclty 
with  hearts  full  of  gratitude,  upon 
tKc  agreeable  prolpciit  of  a  continu- 
ance of  eilablifhed  peace  by  the 
convention  with  Spain. 

Deeply  afi'ecicd  with  the  injuries 
fuftained  by  our  fellow -fubjefts  from 
that  nation,  we  concurred  in  the 
general  fentiments  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  expreffed  by  the  two 
houl'es  of  parliament,  on  receiving 
your  majelty's  moft  gracioys  mef- 
iage  in  the  lall  felTion  ;  ana  we  be- 
held with  confidence  the  vigorous 
meafures  which  were  adopted  to 
gain  full  fatisfaftion  for  the  injuries 
done,  and  to  maintain  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  Britifh  empire; 
to  which  meafures,  and  to  your  ma- 
jeily's  paternal  regard  for  the  inte- 
refls  of  your  people,  next  to  Divine 
Providence,  we  thankfully  afcribe 
the  happy  ifllie  of  the  late  difagree- 
mcnts. 

Your  majefty's  faithful  citizens  of 
London  are  too  well  convinced  of 
the  falutary  confequences  of  conti- 
nued peace,  to  delay  their  congra- 
tulations upon  the  reconciliationt 
with  Spain ;  for,  notwithftanding 
they  have  ever  manifeiled  their  rea- 
dinefs  to  bear  a  proportion  of  bur- 
thens created  by  the  profecution  of 
a  jull  war,  they  cannot  but  mofl 
ardently  rejoice  at  the  termination 
of  pending  hcflilities,  at  a  time 
v.hen  the  reduclion  of  the  national 
debt  is  an  objeft  of  importance  to 
your  people. 

Deign,  fire,  to  accept  our  moft 
cordial  wifhe?,  that  your  majefty's 
reign  may  long  continue  in  peace 
and  profperity  over  a  grateful  "and 
affeftionatc  people. 

His  Majefy's  Anfmer, 

I  RECEIVE  with  gre^  pleafure 
[U]  the 
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the  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs  of  the 
citv  of  Londor. :  the  protection  of 
the  navigation  and  commerce  of  my 
liibjefts  is  a  principal  objeft  of  my 
a«tention ;  and  I  am  confident  that 
J  may  always  expeft  their  unanimous 
fupport  in  fuch  mcafures  as  may  be 
ntfcefiary  for  that  purpofe.  It  af- 
fords me  the  higheit  fatisfaclion  to 
refieft,  that  on  the  prcient  occafion, 
this  objeft  has  been  obtained  with- 
out dillurbing  the  public  tranquillity, 
whicli  is  productive  of  fuch  great  and 
increafmg  advantages  to  my  people. 

treaty  of  Peace  concluded  bet-:.<:een  the 
King  of  Sweden  and  the  E?!ipre/s 
qf  all  I  he  RufTias,  Augujl  1 1. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Holy  and 
Undivided  Trinity  ! 

HI  S   majefly  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, and  her  majefty  the  em- 
prefs  of  all  the  Ruflias,  equally  defi- 
roas  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war 
which  had  unhappily  broke  out  be- 
tween them,  and  to  re-elhiblifh  the 
friendlhip,     harmony,    and     good 
neighbourhood,  which   have    long 
fubrilted  between    their   refpeftive 
ftates  and  countries,  have  reciprocal- 
ly communicated  to  each  other  their 
pacific  intentions,  and  with  a  view  to' 
realize  them,  they  have  appointed 
and  authorized,  viz.  his  majefty  the 
king  of  Sweden,  the  fieur  Guft^vus 
d'Armfelt,  baron  of  Vcrentatha,  &c. 
&c.  and  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of 
all  the  RufTias,  the  fieur  0:ho  Henry 
d'lgelllrom,    lieutenant-general    of 
her  armies,  hz.  &c.  vv'ho, after  having 
communicated  to  each  other  their  full 
powers,  and  found  them  duly  autho- 
riicd,  and  in  proper  form,  and  hav- 
ing mutually  exchanged  them,  have 
agreed  oa  the  following  articles : 

-Art.  I,  There  fhall  be  hencefor- 
ward between  his  majefty  fhe  king 
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of  Sweden,  and  his  eftatcs,  countries, 
and  nations  on  one  part,  and  her 
majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruftias, 
and  her  ertatcs,  countries  and  na- 
tions, on  the  other,  perpetual  peace, 
good  neighbourhood,  and  perfeft 
tranquillity,  both  by  fea  and  land; 
and  confequently,  the  mo-ll  fpeedy 
orders  for  the  cefTation  of  hoftilities 
fhall  be  given  by  each  parly.  What- 
ever is  prift  fhall  be  forgotten  :  at- 
tention will  only  be  paid  to  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  that  harmony  and 
mutual  good-will,  which  has  been 
interrupted  by  the  prefent  war. 

Art.  II.  The  limits  and  frontiers 
fhall,  on  each  fide,  continue  as  they 
were  before  the  rupture,  or  the  be- 
ginning of  the  prefent  war. 

Art.  III.  Therefore  all  the  coun- 
tries, provinces,  or  places  whatever, 
which  have  been  taken  or  occupied 
by  the  troops  of  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  Ihall  be  evacuated 
as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  or  14  day* 
after  the  e>;change  of  the  ratifxa- 
tion  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

Art.  IV.  All  prifoners  of  war,  or 
others,  who,  not  bearing  arms,  have 
been  taken  by  either  of  the  bellige- 
rent parties  during  the  courfe  of 
hoftilities,  fliall  be  fet  at  liberty  by 
each  party  without  ranfom ;  and  they 
{hall  be  permitted  to  return  home 
without  any  indemnification  being 
required  by  either  party  for  their 
maintenance,  but  they  fhall  be  ob- 
liged to  pay  the  debts  which  they 
have  contradled  with  individuals  of 
6ach  refpettive  ftate. 

Art.  V.  And,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  giving  theleaft  occafion  for  a  mi{- 
underftanding  at  fea  between  the 
contra£lingparties,itisftipulatedand 
agreed,  that  whenever  one  or  more 
Swediih  men  of  wnr,  whether  fmall 
or  great,  ftiall  pafs  by  the  forts  of 
her  Imperial  majefty,  they  Ihall  be 
obliged 
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obliged  to  give  a  falute  in  the 
iiweJilh  manner;  which  fliaH  be 
immediately  aniwcred  b/  a  falute 
in  the  Rufiian  mode.  The  fame 
ihall  be  oblerved  by  Ruflian  n.cn 
of  war,  wiiether  one  or  more  ;  th^y 
ihail  be  obliged  to  faluie  before  thf? 
forts  of  his  Swcdilh  majelly,  and 
thev  fliall  be  anfweredby  a  Swediih. 
falute. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  lii;;h  con- 
trafting  parties  Ihall  order,  as  fpecd- 
ily  as  poflible,  a  particular  conven- 
tion to  be  made,  in  which  tlie  mode 
of  faluting  between  Swedilli  and 
Ruffian  iliips  fliall  be  eflabliihed, 
whether  at  lea,  in  port,  or  wherever 
they  may  chance  to  meet. 

I'iU  then,  in  order  to  prevent 
Jniftakes  in  the  above  cafe,  ihips  of 
war  belonging  to  either  party  fhall 
not  falute  each  other. 

Art.  VI.  Her  imperial  majefty  of 
all  the  Ruffias  has  alfo  agreed,  that 
Jiis  Swedilh  majelly  ihall  be  at  li- 
berty to  buy  every  year,  corn  to 
the  amount  of  50,000  roubles,  in 
the  ports  of  the  Guiph  of  Finland 
and  of  the  Baltic  iea,  provided  it 
be  proved,  that  it  is  for  the  ufe  of 
his  Sv/ediih  majelly,  or  for  the  ufe 
\  of  fome  of  his  fubjedls  duly  autho- 
rized by  his  majeity,  without  dues 
or  charges,  and  to  export  it  freely 
into  Sweden.  In  this,  however, 
barren  years  ihall  not  be  included, 
nor  fuch  years  in  which,  for  fome 
important  reafons,  her  Imperial  ma- 
jelly may  be  induced  to  forbid  the 
exportation  of  grain  to  any  nation 
whatever. 

Art.  VII.  As  the  eagernefs  of 
the  high  contracting  parties  for  the 
fpcedy  termination  of  thofe  evils 
■with  which  their  refpedive  fubjefts 
have  been  aiHii5lcd  in  confcquence 
ot  war  does  not  allow  them  time 
for  the  regulation  of  many  points 
and  objects  tending  to  cilablilh  firmly 


a  good  neighbourhood  and  perfedl 
tranquillity  of  the  f  onuers,  taey 
agree,  a;vd  mutually  promiie  to  pay 
attention  to  thofe  p<..ints  andobjedls, 
and  to  difculs  and  regulate  them 
amicably  by  means  of  amb^uadois, 
er  f lenipotjp.tiary  mLLlcro,  whom 
they  fhall  appoint  immcdiaL.*.;.  al't-^r* 
:he  concluhon  of  the  preient  treaty 
of  peace. 

Art.  VIII.  The  ratl.'ications  of 
the  prelbfit  treaty  of  pc-.'xe  ilr.dl  be 
exchanged  within  the  fpace  of  fix 
days,  or  fooner  if  pofTible. 

In  teilimony  whereof,  we  havd 
figiied  the  preient  treaty  of  peace, 
a..d  fcaied  it  with  our  arms. 

Done  in  the  plain  of  Verde,  near 
the  river  Kymene,  between  the 
advanced  polls  of  eacli  ea.mpj 
the  iithof  Auguft,  1790. 

GusTAVUs    Maure,    Baron 

D'Armfelt. 
Otho,  Baron   D'Igelstrom. 


Speech  of  John  EcA  of  Wellmor- 
land.  Lord  Lieutenant  oi  Ireland, 
to  bcih  Houfcs  of  Parliamentt 
Jan,  Zl. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
'TT'^  H  £  king  having  been  gra- 
\_  cioniiy  pleafed  to  place  me 
in  the  govi.rnment  of  this  kingdom, 
I  have  his  majelly's  commands  to 
meet  you  in  parliament ;  and  it  af-« 
fords  me  peculiar  fatisfaflion  t!iaC 
I  enter  upon  the  difcharge  of  this 
moll  important  trull,  at  a  period» 
when  this  country,  in  common  wiit% 
the  reft  of  his  majefty's  dominions, 
is  in  the  fecure  enjoyment  of  the 
blefiings  of  peace,  and  of  the  in- 
eftimable  advantages  ariling  tiom 
our  free  conftitution. 

This   happy   fituation    will    ua* 
[U  i]  doulnecUy 
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doubiedly  encourage  you  to  perfe- 
vere  in  the  maintenance  of  good 
government,  and  to  adhere  to  that 
wife  fyftem  of  policy  which  has 
e'.tablilhcd  the  credit,  the  induflry, 
and  the  profperity  of  ycur  country 
upon  a  iirm  and  Heady  foundation. 


der  my  fervices  acceptable  to  niy 
fovereign,  ortoenfure  your  favour- 
able opinion  and  confidence. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  ordered  the  national  aC' 
counts  to  be  laid  before  you,  and  I 
truft  you  will  make  fucJi  provifions 
as  fhall  be  necefiary  for  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  rtate,  and  the  honourable 
fupport  of  his  majefty's  govern- 
ment. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  zeal  for  the  interefts  of  this 
country  will  naturally  diredt  your 
attention  to  whatever  can  increafe 
the  wealth  and  extend  the  induftry 
of  Ireland;  her  agriculture  and 
linen  manufacture  will  claim  your 
efpecial  care;  and  the  inititutions 
of  the  charter  and  other  proteilant 
fchools,  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  re- 
ceive from  you  that  confideration 
which  the  interefts  of  religion  and 
the  good  education  of  youth  pecu- 
liarlv  demand.  I  earneftly  recom- 
i-nend  to  your  attention  the  improv- 
ing and  continuing  fuch  laws  as  ex- 
perience hath  fhewn  to  be  of  na- 
tional benefit,  and  I  have  the  king's 
commands  to  affure  you  that  luch 
meafures  as  m.ay  contribute  to  that 
end  will  meet  with  his  majefty's 
mod  gracious  concurrence. 

Imprefi'ed  with  the  deep  fenfe  of 
the  dilHnguiftxed  honour  which  his 
majefty  has  conferred  upon  me  by 
my  appointment  to  this  arduous  fi- 
tuaticn,  I  fhall  endeavour  with  the 
utmoft  zeal  and  attention  to  pro- 
mote the  happinefs  and  welfare  of 
Ireland  ;  fully  fenfible  that  I  can- 
not otherwife  hope,  either  to  ren- 


On  ihc  Addrefs  to  his  Majejiy  being 
p-ejented  to  the  Lords,  Lord  Port- 
arlington  moved  the  follo-uoing 
Amendment:  "  To  la^  before  his 
"  Majcfiy  the afprehenftons  this  Houfe 
"  entertains  of  Miniflerial Influence ; 
"  and  its  hope,  that  his  Majefly  ivill 
"  remove  them,  by  abolifping  EJia- 
"  blijhmeyits  fo  unmcefary,  burthen- 
"fome,  andalarbiing,  ifjc." — vchich 
being  rejeSied,  the  follovjing  Pro- 
teji  -Mas  entered: 

DISSENTIENT. 

ECAUSE  we   conceive   it  to 
be  the  peculiar    duty  of  the 
peers  of  this  realm,  as  hereditarv 
guardians    of  the  conlHtution,  and 
counfellors  of  the  crown,  diligently 
and  unremittingly  to  watch  over  the 
proceedings  of  adminiHration,  and 
to  feize  on  the  earlieil:  opportunity  of 
inform.ing  their  fovereign,  by  hum- 
ble atidrefs,  of  every  attempt  which 
fhall  appear  to  them  of  a  tendency 
to   injure  his  lubjeits   of  Ireland  in 
their  liberties,  privileges,  or  proper- 
ties, either  by  adts  of  ftate,  danger- 
ous to  freedom,  or  by  an  inordi- 
nate expenditure  of  the  public  trea- 
fure,   el'peciallv  when-  fuch   profu- 
fjon    is    manifeftly   meant    for    the 
attainment  of  the  worlt  of  purpofes, 
an  undue  and  unconftitutional   in- 
fluence in  parliament ;  a  duty  which 
is  rendered  in  us  flill  more  indif- 
penfable,  inafmuch  as  we  are,  from 
our    fituation,    denied    the  honour, 
happinefs,   and    high  advantage  of 
his    ma  eily's    royal  prefencc,   and 
confequent  paternal  infpe<5tion. 

Becr.ufe  we  conceive  that  the  pre- 
sent occaiion  peculiarly  and  indif- 
penfably 
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penfably  demands  our  performance 
of  the  above-mentioned  duty  from 
tiie  following  caufes: 

III,  That  we  cmnot  doubt  of  the 
purpofes  to  wjiich  the  new  mcalures 
referred  to  in  the  amendment  were 
adapted,  inafmuch  as  they  took 
place  at  a  critical  time,  when  the 
minillers  of  the  crown  in  Ireland 
were  making  extraordinary,  public, 
and  indecent  efforts  to  procure  a  ma- 
jority in  parliament ;  and  inafmuch 
us  the  new  charges  on  the  eftablilh- 
ment  have  been  dillributed  to  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  or  to  their  im- 
mediate connexions,  and  this  too  at 
a  critical  conjundlure,  when  the  idea, 
of  combating  an  oppofuion  to  the 
will  of  the  minliter,  by  increafe  of 
national  expcnce,  was  publicly 
avowed  ;  neither  have  fuch  of  thofe 
me^fures  as  have  proceeded  to  the 
deprivation  of  office  or  penfion  been 
attended  with  any  charge  of  official 
or  judicial  neglect,  nor  with  any 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  per- 
ions  lo  deprived,  nor  h;is  any  caufe 
whatfoever  been  advanced  or  pre- 
fumcd,  excepting  only  their  parlia- 
mentary conduft;  and  we  are  the 
i-ather  inclined  to  believe  fuch  con- 
duft  to  have^been  the  fole  caufe,  as 
the  principle  of  making  members  of 
parliament  vidims  of  their  vote  has 
not  only  been  adopted,  but  expreffed. 
2dly,  That  though  the  difmifial 
of  perfons  from  place  or  penfion  for 
their  parliamentary  condud,  and 
the  multiplication  of  oflices  or  ra- 
ther of  falaries  with  the  name  of 
otiice,  for  unconftitutional  purpofes, 
are  meafures  not  new  to  this  country, 
having  ever  been  the  fad  and  only 
expedient  of  corrupt  minillers,  yet 
mult  we  obfcrve  that  we  cannot  re- 
colleft  any  period  when,  in  fo  Ihort 
a  time,  fo  many  of  thefe  grievances 
have  been  crowded  together,  nnd 
infliiittd  upon  the  nation. 
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3dly,  That  a  policy  fo  venal  and 
deftrudtive,  eftablifhed  on  principles 
both  of  coercion  and  corruption^ 
mull  in  this  country,  if  fuffered  to 
take  root,  by  the  worit  means,  ren- 
der any  minilter  Cv^mpletely  abfb- 
lute,  inafmuch  as  by  creating  on 
every  occafion,  fuch  as  his  own  folly 
and  prefumption  may  fuggclt,  places 
and  peniions,  and  annual  gratifica- 
tions with  names  annexed,  he  mull 
in  the  end  totally  deilroy  the  balance 
of  the  conltitution,  and  make  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament  his  repre- 
fentatives  only,  not  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  their  own  honour,  or  of  the 
people;  to  which  important  confide- 
ration  may  be  added,  that  a  policy 
of  tiiis  nature  is  the  more  dangerous 
in  Ireland^  becaufe  we  have  not  as 
yet  been  able,  from  the  oppofition 
of  minillers,  to  obtain  thofe  prudent 
ads  which  in  England  exifl,  and 
check  its  operation,  fuch  as  a  place 
and  penfion  bill,  in  confequence 
whereof  we  are  expofed  to  many 
dangers,  againll  which  the  wifdom 
of  England  has  fortified  her  conltitu- 
tion. The  minillers  in  Ireland  may 
make  not  only  their  public  errors, 
but  even  their  private  paffions  and 
corrupt  affedions  the  ignominious 
caufe  of  loading  the  Irifh  eilablilh- 
ment. 

4thly,  That  whereas  we  were,  by 
the  general  declarations  of  our  late 
viceroy,  confirmed  in  a  belief  that 
the  expences  of  this  country  were 
exceffive,  and  by  thofe  fame  decla- 
rations taught  to  exped  a  redudion; 
thus  having  his  own  authority,  if 
that  were  necefl'ary,  not  only  againll 
the  expences  which  he  found,  but 
againll  the  corruptions  which  he 
fuperr.dded,  we  faould  think'  our-r 
fclves  deficient  indeed  in  our  public 
duty,  if  we  did  not  declare  our  cor-, 
dial  dilapprobatlon  of  thofe  enor- 
mous chargcj  which  miniiler$  tiiem- 
[U  si  felvcs 
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not   hcfiiated   to   con- 
while   they   encreafed 


felves  have 
demn,  even 
them. 

5thly,  That  as  we  Oiall  ever  be 
ready  to  checlc  licentioufnel's  in  what- 
ever quarter  it  may  make  its  appear- 
ance, lb  {hall  we  more  efpccially  be 
ardent  in  our  endeavou'S  to  check 
the  licentioufnefs  of"  minifters  in  the 
application  of  the  national  treafure  ; 
an  offence,  which,  in  its  effeft,  is 
not  of  Ihort  duration,  but  entails 
upon  us  permanent  and  prodigal  an- 
nual charges  with  all  their  attendant 
baneful  influence,  and  ultimately 
tend-  to  bring  about  a  diiTohition  of 
public  virtue  as  well  as  of  conlutu- 
tional  freedom,  fetting  up  in  the 
plr.ce  of  both,  maxims  of  govern- 
jnent  falfe  and  frivolou?,  infolent 
and  difiblute  ;  and  we  cannot  avoid 
expreffing  our  opinion  that  the  prc- 
fent  miniltcrs  of  the  crown,  having 
(hewn  themfelves  particularly  indig- 
nant at  the  idea  of  popular  excelles, 
are,  when  they  commit  minillerial 
cxceflcs,  expofed  to  more  than  ordi- 
nary oblervation  and  animadverfion. 
6thly,  That  the  attempts  to  ex- 
tend venal  inflcence  beyond  the  li- 
mits and  decency  of  former  limes, 
have  been  accompanied  with  at- 
tempts to  advance  principles  and 
doflrines  inconfillent  with  the  te- 
nour  of  the  conftitution. 

From  all  thefe  reafons,  we  (hould 
hold  ourfeives  inexcufeahle  to  our 
country,  to  our  king,  and  to  our  own 
honour,  if,  under  the  convidion  we 
riow  feel,  the  alarms  we  now  enter- 
tain, we  ihould  not  feize  the  earliefi: 
opportunity  of  laying  at  the  feet  of 
our  moft  gracious  fovereign,  fuch 
information  as  it  is  our  bounden 
duty  to  afford  him,  and  of  expref- 
fnig  our  humi  le  cetern  ination,a  cc- 
turmination  which  cannot  fail  of  be- 
ing approved  by  the  benignant  fa- 
ther ®i  his  people,  to  purfue  fuch 


loyal  and  conflitutional  fteps  as  may 
relieve  our  country  troiv  the  griev- 
ances which  have  been  lately  inflifl- 
ed  on  her,  and  from  the  danger  of  a 
repetition  of  the  fame. 

Wc  have  alfo  thought  it  expedi- 
ent, by  the  propdled  amendment,  to 
obtain  the  fenfe  of  miniftry,  under 
the  prefent  chief  governor,  on  the 
fubjeft  of  the  redrefs  of  national 
grievances,  to  the  end  that  we  might 
either  co-operate  witii  them  towards 
the  attainment  of  fuch  redrefs,  or 
by  our  own  fmcere  and  humble,  but 
perfiiHng  eflbrts,  endeavour  to  ad- 
minilter  relief  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. 

CoR  K  and  O  R  R  E  R  V, 

MoiRA, 

A  8.  R  A  N , 

Ch A RLE MONT, 

Porta  R LI  MGTON, 

LiSMORE, 

Leinster,  by  proxy, 
Ross,  by  proxy. 

Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  rf 
Cofumons  of  Ireland,  on  prcfenting 
the  Bills  of  Supply  to  the  Lord  I,ifu~ 

tenant. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
VERY  year's  experience,  fince 

J  1785,  has  fliewn  the  wifdom 
of  the  principle  which  the  commons 
then  eftabliibed,  of  preventing  the 
further  accumulation  of  national 
debt.  Under  the  influence  of  that 
principle,  public  credit  has  rifen  fo 
high  as  to  admit  of  an  increale  to 
the  finking  fund,  by  a  confiderable 
diminution  in  the  interelt  of  the 
public  debt.  Private  credit  too 
has  felt  its  falutary  effefts;  and  the 
advanced  ftate  of  both  has  given  vi- 
gour to  induftry,  and  a  Heady  aid 
to  mercantile  exertion. 

We  now  fee  our  commerce  ex- 
tended to  a  degrie  unknown  in  any 

former 
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former  time,  our  agriculture  incrcaf- 
ed  Sven  beyond  the  moll  fanguine 
fpeculation,  and  our  linen  manufac- 
ture rifen  largely  in  its  value.  Such 
is  the  prefent  profperous  fitu.ition  of 
this  country,  and  we  behold  it  with 
the  more  fatisfadion,  becaufe  it  has 
not  arifen  from  temporary  or  acci- 
dental circumllances,  but  has  pro- 
ceeded in  a  lieady  and  regular  courfe, 
from  a  wife  fyftem  uniformly  ad- 
hered to,  and  from  a  confidence  of 
the  nation  in  a  continuance  of  that 
fyftem,  from  the  fecurity  given  to 
private  property  3c;3'nlt  the  violence 
Gtf  outrage,  and  atove  all,  from  that 
content  and  peaceable  fubmitlion  to 
the  laws,  without  which  no  king- 
dom, however  bk-fi'ed  in  comlilu- 
tion,  climate,  foil,  or  Jituation,  can 
be  rich,  powejful,  or  happy. 


Speech  of  the  Loi-d  Lieut erinnt  of  Ire- 
land to  both  Houfcs  of  Parliainer.t, 
April  1^. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

AS  the  important  objedts  that 
have  engaged  your  attention 
during  this  feflion  of  parliament  are 
now  accompliflied,  I  have  great 
pleafure  in  fignifying  his  majelly's 
approbation  of  the  zeal  you  have 
fhcwn  for  the  public  intereft,  and 
the  difpatch  with  which  you  have 
concluded  the  national  bufineft. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, 

I  have  the  king's  commands  to 
return  you  his  fincere  thanks  for  the 
chearfulnefs  with  which  you  have 
voted  the  fupplics :  you  may  depend 
upon  their  being  faithfully  applied 
to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were 
granted. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
I  am  diredted  to  teitify  his  majef- 
ty's  fatisfaftion  at  the  f.dutary  pro- 


vifiOns  which  have  been  made  during 
the  prefent  parliament,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  agriculture,  the  e.x- 
tcT.fio  .  of  commerce,  the  fecurity  of 
property,  and  the  due  execution  of 
the  lav/  :  regulations  which  have 
encreafcd  the  wealth,  advanced  the 
trade,  and  raifed  the  credit  of  your 
country  to  a  degree  unexampled  in 
any  former  period. 

While  I  return  his  majcfty's  thanks 
for  the  many  maiks  of  your  attach- 
ment to  his  perfon,  family  and  go- 
vernment, I  muft  exprcfs  his  con- 
fidence that  you  will  continue  to 
inculcate  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
that  fpirit  of  loyalty,  and  that  dil- 
pofition  to  promote  the  tranquillity 
and  general  welfare  of  tlie  countiy, 
which  have  fo  eminer.tly  dilHnguil^- 
ed  your  conduct. 

Urged  by  every  principle  of  laud- 
able ambition  and  pnbHc  duty,  I 
Ihall  unremittingly  endeavour  to 
cultivate  your  true  intercft,  in  main- 
taining good  order  and  government, 
and  to  contribute  by  every  means 
in  my  power  to  advance  the  pro- 
fperity  of  this  rifing  country. 


The  Sen;e)ith  Report  of  the  Cunmif- 
fio7iers  appoinied  to  examine,  take, 
and  fate,  the  Public  Accounts  of 
the  Kingdom.  Prefented  to  the 
Houje  of  Cormnons  \%th  ?/.•«<?, 
1782. 

THE  aft  of  thclall  fefT.on  of 
parliament,  f)r  continuino- 
and  amending  the  ad  of  the  prc^ 
ceding  feffion,  by  which  we  were 
firit  appointed,  having,  by  a  parti- 
cular claufe,  "  authorized  and  im- 
«  powered  us  to  examine  the  fc- 
"  vcral  accounts  of  extraordinary 
"  ferviccs  incurred  and  not  pro- 
"  vidcd  for  by  parliament,  which 
"  have  been  laid  before  the  houfe 
**  of  commons  fince  the  ill  of  (a- 
[V  4]  "  niiary. 
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*'  nuary,  i-j^G"  we  confidered  that 
claufe  not  as  imperative  upon  us, 
to  Hop  lliort  in  the  purfuit  we  were 
at  that  time  engaged  in,  under  the 
authority  of  the  former  aci,  and  to 
proceed  immediately  to  the  exami- 
nation of  th^fe  accounts ;  but  ra- 
ther as  the  defignation  of  a  fubject, 
felev^ed  frorn  among  the  numerous 
objcds  committed  to  us  in  general 
terms  by  the  firil  ad,  as  the  next 
for  our  confideration,  after  we  ihould 
have  compleatjd  the  inquiries  we 
were  then  purfuing.  Thofe  in- 
quiries being  finiflied,  we  have,  in 
obedience  to  the  intention  of  the 
legiflature,  thus  fignified  to  us,  di- 
rected our  attention  to  the  accounts 
of  the  extraordinary  lervices  in- 
curred and  not  provided  for  by  par- 
liament, which  have  been  laid  be- 
fore the  houfe  of  commons  iince  the 
jft  of  January,  1776. 

In  this  wide  field,  where  the  ob- 
jefts  are  fo  numerous,  fo  various, 
land  fo  complicated,  we  have,  in  our 
choice  of  the  fubjeft,  been  atten- 
tive to  the  public  voice,  as  far  as 
we  have  been  able  to  colle(5l  it,  and 
have  felefted  for  our  inquiry,  as 
much  fufpecled  of  abufe,  that  part 
of  the  public  money  granted  for  the 
extraordinary  fervices  of  the  army, 
which  has  been  expended  in  North 
America ;  endeavouring  to  trace  it 
from  its  ifl'ue  out  of  the  exchequer 
to  the  final  difpolition  of  it  in  that 
country,  with  a  view  to  difcover 
whether  any  part  of  it  has  been, 
and  by  what  means,  intercepted  in 
its  pafiage  or  diverted  in  its  appli- 
cation. 

We  entered  upon  this  inquiry 
fenfible  of  many  obvious  and  dis- 
couraging difficulties  in  our  way. 
TJiis  money  is  expended  in  a  diftant 
country :  the  evidence  of  the  ma- 
terial circumllances  of  every  tranf- 


adion  of  expenditure  is  in  that 
country;  except  where,  in  a  few 
inllances,  we  have  had  it  in  our 
power  to  apply  to  an  accountant 
himfelf,  who  has  either  pafl'ed  his 
accounts  in  the  office  of  the  auditors 
of  the  irnpreft,  or  brought  in  his 
hand  his  vouchers,  fair  and  regular 
upon  the  face  of  them.  By  what 
means  then  are  we  todetett  (if  fuch 
there  has  been)  peculation,  fraud, 
or  mifapplication  ? 

We  admit  no  charge  againfl  per- 
fons  abroad,  who  have  no  opportu- 
nity of  being  heard  in  their  own 
defence ;  and  we  are  cautious  that 
our  examination  does  not  lead  to 
felf-accufation.  Thus  deliitate  of 
the  proper  evidence,  and  with  (o 
unpromifing  a  profpeft  before  us, 
we  fet  out  in  fearch  of  fuch  mate- 
rials as  we  could  find,  and  as  the 
nature  and  circumllances  of  the  fub- 
je£l  would  afford. 

We  extrafted  from  the  Journals, 
and  from  the  accounts  preiented  to 
the  houfe  of  commons,  the  fums 
granted  for  the  extraordinary  fer- 
vices of  the  army  every  year,  from 
the  ill  of  January,  1776,  to  the 
3 1  ft  of  December  lalt ;  the  total  of 
thefe  fums  is  19,502,969/.  zs.  8//. 

We  obtained,  by  requifition  from 
the  office  of  the  pay  mailer  general 
of  the  forces,  an  account  of  the  mo- 
ney iffued  to  MefTrs.  Harley  and 
Drammond,  purfuant  to  his  ma- 
jefty's  warrants,  for  the  extraordi- 
nary fervices  of  his  majefty's  forces 
ferving  in  North  America  during 
the  fame  period.  This  fum  amounts 
to  10,083,863/.  2s.  6ci. 

We  proceeded,  in  the  next  place, 
to  inquire  by  what  means  this  mo- 
ney pafl'ed  to  North  America  :  of 
this  we  received  information  from 
Thomas  Neale,  efq.  the  agent  in 
London  to  Meiirs.  Harley  and 
PruHimondj 
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Drummond,  who  are  engaged  in  a 
contrad  with  government  to  make 
thefe  remittances  for  a  commiffion 
of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  clear  of 
all  fees  of  office  and  expence  of 
tranfportation.  All  this  money 
palTes  from  the  exchequer,  through 
the  hands  of  the  paymaller  general 
of  the  forces,  to  the  remitters,  and 
from  them  to  their  agents  in  North 
America;  who  pav  it  to  the  de- 
puty paymaller  general  of  the  forces 
refiding  in  that  country.  It  palles 
from  the  exchequer  to  the  remitters 
in  the  following  manner  : 

When  the  commander  in  chief  in 
North  America  lends  to  the  agents 
a  requifition,  fptcifying  a  certain 
fum  to  be  wanted  for  the  extraor- 
dinary fervices  of  the  army  for  tJie 
enfuing  quarter,  the  agerits,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  requifition,  draw 
bills  upon  the  remitters,  and  tranf- 
mit  to  them  the  requifition,  with  a 
lilt  of  the  bills  annexed;  upon  the 
receipt  of  which,  the  remitters  ap- 
ply by  memorial  to  the  lords  com- 
miffioners  of  the  treaiiiry  tor  money 
to  extinguilh  thofe  bills,  and  re- 
ceive from  them  a  warrant .  upon 
tiie  paymaller  general  of  the  forces 
for  the  payment  of  a  fum  upon  ac- 
count, for  the  ufe  of  his  majelly's 
forces  in  North  America  :  this  war- 
rant being  fatisfied  by  the  iflue  from 
the  exchequer  to  the  paymailer  ge- 
neral, in  confcquence  of  a  treafury 
letter  and  order  of  the  auditor,  the 
paymaller  general  gives  to  the  re- 
mitters his  draft  for  it  upon  the 
bank.  If  the  commander  in  chief 
makes  no  requifition,  the  agents 
themfelves  fend  to  the  remitters  an 
account  of  what  money  will  be 
wanted,  and  they  apply  for  it  to 
the  trealury,  and  receive  it  in  like 
manner  from  the  paymaller  gene- 
fal  of  the  forces. 


There  are  two  ways  by  which 
this  money  goes  from  the  remitters 
into  the  hands  of  their  agents  :  the 
one  is  by  bills  thus  drawn  by  them 
upon  the  remitters ;  which  bills 
they  receive  the  value  for  there,  and 
the  remitters  difcharge  when  pre- 
fented  to  them  in  London;  the 
other  is  by  fending  out  to  them  ac- 
tual cadi ;  this  is  done  according  to 
Ipccial  diredlions  given  for  that  pur- 
pofe  by  the  lords  of  the  trcaiury  to 
the  remitters,  whenever  it  becomes 
necefl'ary  to  fupport  the  exchange 
by  increafing  tiie  quantity  of  cur- 
rent calh  in  tlie  hands  of  the  agents. 

Having  thus  traced  this  money 
into  the  hands  of  the  deputy  pay- 
maller general  abroad,  our  next  ftep 
was  to  fee  by  what  means,  and  for 
what  purpofes,  it  was  taken  out  of 
his  hands :  lieutenant  general  fir 
William  Hov/e,  late  commander  ia 
chief  of  his  majelly's  forces  in  North 
America,  and  lieutenant  general  earl 
Cornwallis,  fupplied  us  with  this 
information. 

This  money  cannot  be  iiTued  by 
the  deputy  paymaller  general,  with- 
out the  authority  cf  the  commander 
in  chief,  exerciled  either  by  himfelf 
or  by  fome  general  officer  to  whom 
he  has  from  necellity  delegated  that 
authority.  There  are  certain  de- 
partments in  the  army,  to  the  pre- 
iiding  officers  of  which  is  entrulled 
the  expenditure  of  lb  much  of  tl.i 
public  money  as  the  lervice  of  thofe 
ieveial  departments  requires,  and 
who  are  accountable  to  the  public 
for  all  they  receive ;  thefe  officers 
arc,  the  Iccretary  to  the  commander 
in  chief,  the  paymafier  of  the  pro- 
vincial forces,  the  quarter  mailer 
general,  the  barrack  mailer  general, 
the  commill'ary  general,  the  chief 
engineer,  the  fuperintendant  of  In- 
dian affairs,  the  bridge  mallor,  the 
purveyor. 
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purveyor  of  the  hofpital,  and  the 
commiiTaiy  of  prifontTs. 

The  coniniandcr  in  chief  direds 
money  into  the  hands  of  thefe  ac- 
countants, by  his  warrant  to  the 
deputy  paymafter  general,  requir- 
ing him  to  pay  to  the  officer  named 
a  certain  fum  for  the  purpofe  there- 
in fpecified,  Thefe  warrants  are 
of  two  kinds;  temporary,  and  final: 
the  temporary  warrant  is  for  money 
upon  account,  and  granted  upon  the 
application  of  the  officer,  to  enable 
him  to  carry  on  the  fervice :  the 
final  warrant  is  for  money  to  reini- 
burfe  the  officer  cxpences  adl:ually 
incurred,  and  mentions  that  the 
vouchers  are  lodged  with  that  of- 
ficer. 

Every  quarter,  or  as  foon  after 
as  the  fervice  v/ill  admit,  thefe  of- 
ficers make  an  abftraft  of  all  the 
i'ums  they  have  expended  in  their 
feveral  departments  during  that 
quarter,  digefted  under  different 
heads  of  expence.  Every  officer 
carries  his  abltracl  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  for  his  infpedion, 
and  for  the  purpofe  of  being  reim- 
burfed  the  amount  of  that  abftraft. 
If,  upon  examination,  no  objeftion 
arifes  to  any  of  the  articles,  he 
grants  to  the  officer  a  final  warrant 
upon  the  deputy  paymafter  general, 
for  the  total  fum  contahied  in  the 
abftraift :  upon  produflion  of  this 
warrant,  with  the  abllrafc  annexed, 
at  the  pay  office  of  the  army,  the 
officer  takes  up  and.  cancels,  as  be- 
ing of  no  ufe,  the  temporary  w.ir- 
rants  he  has  received  in  that  quar- 
ter ;  and,  deducing  from  the  fum 
in  the  abftraft  the  fums  contained 
in  the  teiTiporary  warrant'^,  he  re- 
ceives the  balance,  leaving  both  the 
final  warrant  and  abi'tradt  with  the 
deputy    pavniajtci-    general;    whe) 


fends  them  every  quarter  to  the 
pay-office  of  the  army  in  England, 
as  vouchers  for  the  pavmallcr  ge- 
neral of  the  forces,  upon  palling  his 
account  before  the  auditors  of  the 
imprelh 

'I'hrough  thefe  channels  is  the 
money,  granted  for  the  extraor- 
dinary fcrvices  of  the  army,  con- 
veyed into  the  hands  of  certain 
officers  intruded  with  and  refpon- 
fible  for  the  expenditure  of  that 
money :  how  this  expenditure  has 
been  conduced,  was  the  next,  and 
the  material  fubjeft  of  our  inquiry. 

The  quarter  mailer  general,  the 
barrack  mailer  genera!,  the  com- 
mlfiary  general,  and  the  chief  en- 
gineer, are  the  officers  to  whofe 
management  the  greateil  fliare  of 
this  money  is  committed;  and  there- 
fore to  them  we  principally  diredted 
our  attention :  we  examined  fuch 
of  them  as  we  could  find,  v/ho  ei- 
ther were  then,  or  had  been  em- 
ployed in  thefe  departments  ;  and 
collefted  what  information  we  could 
from  the  vouchers  in  their  poffief- 
fion,  or  from  thofe  they  had  deli- 
vered into  the  office  of  the  audi- 
tors of  the  impreft;  all  of  which 
were,  in  confequence  of  our  requi- 
fuion,  fubmitted  to  our  infpedion. 

Having  had  reafon  to  believe,  be- 
fore the  paff.ng  of  the  lafl  aft,  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  parliament 
to  refer  to  us  the  confideration  of 
the  extraordinaries  of  the  army ; 
and  having  been  informed  that  bri- 
gadier general  William  Dalrymple, 
quarter  mailer  general ;  Peter  Pau- 
mier,  efq.  a  deputy  commifl'ary  ge- 
neral; and  Mr.  Ahijah  Willard, 
commifTriry  of  live  cattle  to  his  ma- 
jefty's  forces  in  North  America, 
were  then  in  London,  and  about  to 
return  to  .^nerica— though  ergaged 

at 
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at  that  time  upon  other  fubjcds, 
under  the  diredtions  of  the  former 
aft,  we  availed  ourfelves  of  that 
opportunity  to  receive  from  them 
the  information  they  were  able  to 
give  us,  relative  to  their  refpeftive 
departments. 

We  obtained  from  the  treafury  the 
lifts  of  warrants  granted  by  the 
commanders  in  chief  in  Nortli  Ame- 
rica upon  the  deputy  paymafters 
general  there,  and  tranlmitted  to 
the  lords  commiffioners  of  his  nia- 
jefty's  treafury,  from  the  ift  of  Ja- 
nuary 1776  to  the  31ft  of  Decem- 
ber laft.  The  total  fum  contained 
in  thefe  lifts  is  7,725,828/.  12s.  \\d. 
Of  which  there  appears  to  have 
been  iil'ued  during  that  period,  by 
the  commander  in  chief  at  New 
York,  to  the  oificers  or  deputies  in 
thefe  four  departments,  the  fums 
following :  to  the  quarter  mafters 
general,  1,688,379/.  15^.  ^\^-; 
to  the  barrack  mafters  general, 
662,419/.  o.f.  5f  ^/. ;  tothecommifta- 
ries  general,  1,521,076/.  9^.  8^'. ;  to 
the  chief  engineers,  322,308/.  lOs. 
z\d.;  amounting  together  to  the 
fum  of  4,194,183/.  15  J.  •:  d.:  and 
to  have  been  iifued  by  the  com- 
manders in  chief  of  his  majefty's 
forces  in  Canada,  for  the  extraor- 
dinary fervices  of  the  army  in  ge- 
neral in  that  province,  from  tne  ift 
of  June  1776  to  the  23d  of  Oftober 
1781,  the  fum  of  2,236,029/.  \is. 
-jd. 

As  the  deputy  paymafters  gene- 
ral of  the  forces  abroad  tranim;t, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  pay-onice 
of  the  army  in  England,  the  war- 
rants of  the  commanders  in  chief 
which  have  been  paid  by  them — 
that  we  might  omit  no  means  of 
information  of  the  lums  iftueci,  we 
procured  from  the  pay  oliice  of  the 
army  a  iill  of  theie  warrants;  in 
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which  we  find  other  fums,  ifTued 
during  the  (iime  period,  to  officers 
in  the  department  of  the  commifl'ary 
general,  not  included  in  the  quar- 
terly lirts  received  from  the  trea- 
fury, amounting  together  to  the 
fum  of  193,000/.;  which,  being 
added  to  the  fum  of  1,521,076/.  gs. 
8  d.  make  the  total  fum,  iil'ued  to 
the  commifi'aries  at  New  York, 
1,714,076/.  9  J.  8^.;  and  the  total 
fum  iflued  to  thefe  four  depart- 
ments there,  4,387,183/.  15/.  -jd. 

We  required  from  the  office  of 
the  auditors  of  the  impreft  a  lift  of 
all  tho'e  perfons  who  have  been 
employed  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  for  the  army  fervices 
in  North  America,  and  who  had 
either  palled  or  delivered  in  their 
accounts  to  that  office  fmce  the  ill 
of  January  1776.  We  examined 
the  officers  whofc  names  we  found 
inferted  in  thefe  lifts,  and  who  v.ere 
within  the  reach  of  our  application; 
(th.at  is  to  fay)  Robert  Mackenzie, 
efquire,  fecrccary  and  paymalccr  to 
lieutenant  general iir  William  Howe ; 
major  gen-ral  fir  William  Erf?{ine, 
and  William  lord  C^thcart,  quarter 
mafters  general ;  lieutenant  colonel 
William  Shirreff,  and  major  Richard 
England,  deputy  quarter  mafters 
genera!.  We  examined  lieutenant 
colonel  George  Clerk,  barrack  maf* 
tcr  general;  and  John  Montrefor, 
efquire,  chief  engineer,  whole  names 
arc  not  in  thiis  lift,  their  accounts 
not  being  as  yet  delivered  in.  Da- 
niel Chamier  and  Daniel  Wier, 
elquires.  tne  two  commift'aries  ge- 
neral during  that  period,  are  both, 
dead:  none  of  tlie  accounts  of  ci- 
ther, and  a  few  only  of  the  voucher* 
of  the  latter,  arc  in  the  auditors 
office  ;  and  therefore  the  article  of* 
provifions,  though  a  very  import- 
ant and  expenfive  branch  of  this 
expendi- 


ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1790. 

made.  The  perfon  who  receives, 
muft  be  either  the  peifon  himfelf 
who  is  entitled,  or  his  allignee  or 
agent ;  and  he  muft  produce  an 
order,  ticket,  cr  certificate  of  the 
proper  oli'cer,  either  direfting  the 
payment,  cr  authenticating  the  ma- 
terial circumllances  ot  the  purchaie, 
or  lervice.  The  receipts  are  gene- 
rallv  tii*«en  in  the  name  of  the  prin- 
cipal, whoever  the  officer  may  be 
that  pays  them ;  becaufe,  the  war- 
rants of  the  ccmrnander  in  chief 
being  made  payable  to  the  principal, 
he,  by  receiving  the  fums,  becomes 
the  only  perfon  accountable ;  and 
he  cannot  difcharge  himfelf  but  by 
vouchers,  which  upon  the  face  of 
them  appear  to  be  for  payments 
made  by  hini:  but  there  are  in- 
ftances,  where  the  auditors  of  the 
impreit  have,  in  particular  cafes, 
allowed  receipts,  taken  in  the  name 
of  the  deputy,  to  be  vouchers  for 
the  principal. 

The  payments  are,  for  the  moll 
part,  made  in  dollars,-  at  four  fail- 
lings  and  eight-pence  each  fterling, 
but  computed  in  New  York  cur- 
rency, which  is  to  fterling  in  the 
proportion  of  twelve  to  feven  :  the 
fum?  we  Ihall  have  occafion  to  men- 
tion he>-eafter  are  all  in  fterling. 

The  price  paid  for  the  purchaie 
of  the  articles  wanted  varied  ac- 
cording to  the  demands  of  the  ar- 
my, and  the  means  of  fupply  j  but 
the  price  of  many  of  the  fervices 
was  regulated  and  fixed. 

It  was  not  pradlicable  for  us  to 
examine  into  the  circumftances  at- 
tending the  purchafe  of  the  ftores, 
materials,  and  variety  of  articles 
ufed  in  the  feveral  departm.ents  : 
we  could  form  no  judgment  of  the 
necelTity  there  was  for  procuring 
tiiejn,  or  of  the  value,  or  of  the 
price  J    the  means   of  information 

wert; 
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expenditure,  and  many  other  arti- 
cles of  expence  in  that  department, 
were  not  within  our  reach  in  this 
inquiry.  We  examined  alfo  capt. 
David  Laird,  the  agent  for  vidual- 
lers  ilo  e  fliips  and  fmall  craft;  and 
Mr.  William  Butler,  an  afliirant 
commift'arv. 

From  the  information  given  by 
thefc  feveral  ofncers,  and  from  the 
vouchers  and  papers  tliey  have  fup- 
plied  us  with,  we  have  been  able  to 
acquire  fome  knowledge  of  the 
rules  by  which  thefe  departments 
/have  been  governed  ;  and  to  trace, 
in  f>  me  meafurc,  the  manner  in 
which  thefe  branches  of  the  public 
expenditure  have  been  condufted  in 
North  America. 

The  fubjeiSs  of  expence,  which 
thefe  officers  are  employed  about, 
may  be  diftinguiihed  under  two  ge- 
neral heado ;  the  purchaie  of  articles 
wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
and  the  payment  for  fervices  per- 
formed. 

The  prefiding  officers  in  thefe 
depari:"hients,  though  they  are  the 
perfons  who  muft  render  the  ac- 
coimt,  yet,  from  the  extent  and 
multiplicity  of  theii;;  buiinefs,  can 
very  feldom  themfelves  attend 
either  to  the  purchafe  or  the  pay- 
ment :  they  have  their  deputies, 
aSiftants,  fuperintendants,  agents, 
infpeclors,  condudtors,  clerks,  and 
other  officers  under  them,  who  are 
the  acting  perfons  entrufted  with 
the  conduct  of  different  parts  of  the 
tranfaction,  and  upon  whofe  know- 
ledge and  fidelity  they  rely  for  the 
due  execution  of  that  truft.  Seme 
of  thefe  inferior  officers  make  the 
bargains,  fome  attend  to  and  cer- 
tifv  the  execution,  others  are  em- 
ployed in  the  payments,  and  take 
the  receipts :  each  department  has 
its  office  where  the   payments  are 
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were  not  within  our  reach ;  and 
therefore  we  direfled  our  attention 
to  the  other  branch  of  expence,  the 
fervices,  as  a  fubject  that  bore  the 
appearance  at  leart  of  a  more  fuc- 
cefsful  invertigation. 

1  he  movements  and  various  oc- 
Cificns  of  the  urmy  rendered  it  ne- 
ccflary  to  employ  a  great  number 
of  veffels  of  different  kinds,  with 
pilots  and  feamen,  and  many  wng- 
jions,  horfes,  drivers,  artificers,  and 
labourers.  Of  the  vefiols,  waggons, 
and  horfes,  very  few  were  piir- 
chafed  by  government  for  the  ufe 
of  tlie  army;  by  far  the  greateft 
part  of  them  were  hired  by  the 
month,  or  the  day,  and  very  many 
of  them  kept  in  continual  pay  : 
the  hire  of  all  thcfe,  which  confti- 
tutes  a  very  confiderable  part  of  the 
expenditure,  was,  in  fome  cafes, 
uncertain,  and  depended  upon  cir- 
cuniftances ;  but  in  m.any  it  was 
regulated,  and  fettled  at  a  certain 
price.  The  hire  of  a  veflel  under 
thirty  tons  wa^  three  pence  half- 
penny a  day  per  ton ;  the  wages  of 
each  feaman  was  two  ihillings  and 
four-pence  a  day,  v/itli  a  foldier's 
ration,  and  one  fixth  of  a  quart  of 
rum.  The  hire  of  a  vefl'el  of  thirty 
tons  and  upwards  was  ten  ihillings 
a  month  per  ton,  un'.d  May  1777, 
when  the  rate  of  wages,  and  the 
price  of  provifions,  and  of  naval 
itores,  being  increafed,  it  was  raifed 
to  thirteen  fhillings ;  ibe  owner  was 
engaged  to  find  the  proportion  of 
fix  men  to  every  hundred  tons, 
to  viftuai  them,  and  to  keep  the 
\  eflcl  in  repair.  The  hire,  by  the 
day,  of  a  fmall  waggon,  with  one 
driver  and  two  hcrfes,  was  feven 
Ihillings;  of  a  large  waggon,  with 
one  driver  and  four  horfes,  twelve 
fhi'iings  ;  of  a  fmgle  ho.fc,  ore 
fhilling  and  nine-pence;  of  a  dri- 
ver alone,  from  fcven-pence  to  one 


HiilHng  and  nine-pence ;  of  a  com- 
mon labourer,  from  feven-pence  to 
tAO  fliillings  and  four-pence. 

All  the-  vclfcls  and  fmail  craft 
(except  thole  in  the  engineer's  de- 
partment) were  at  firft  procured  by 
and  under  the  inlpedtion  and  ma- 
nagement of  the  ouarter  matter  ge- 
neral;-but,  the  bufincfs  of  tiiat 
office  increafing;  the  commander  iti 
chief,  by  warrant,  dated  i!l  of  Ja- 
nuary 1777,  created  an  officer  to 
be  agent  for  viftuailers  flore  fhips 
and  iniall  craft;  he  was  ca-lled  the 
fuperinlendant  of  veflels ;  and  to 
his  charge  were  committed  all  the 
vefiels  and  fmall  craft,  with  their 
appendages,  employed  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  army  (except  thofe  at- 
tached to  the  chief  engineer,  which 
were  left  Hill  to  remain  under  his 
care  :)  he  was  enjoined  to  fee  that 
they  were  properly  manned  and 
equipped,  and  jullly  rated  as  to 
their  tonnage ;  he  was  authorized 
to  charter  or  hire  veffeis  for  inland 
navigation,  when  necell'ary,  and  to 
appropriate  to  the  feveral  depart- 
ments the  number  they  wanted, 
and  fuch  as  were  beil  conftrucled 
for  the  refpeclive  fervices'.  Though 
the  quarter  mailer  general  was  thus 
relieved  from  the  trouble  of  pro- 
viding and  fuperintending  the  vef- 
feis, pilot?,  and  feamen,  yet  the 
payment  of  the  hire  of  them  was 
Itill  left  to  his  office,  and  continued 
there  until  tlie  beginning  of  the 
year  1778;  when  the  comm.ander 
in  chief  iffued  orders,  that  the  hire 
fliould  be  paid  i:i  the  office  of  that 
department  where  they  were  cm- 
ployed.  The  mode  of  payment 
was  this :  the  faperinter.dant  grant- 
ed, fome.imes  upon  his  own  kn<nv- 
ledge,  fonietimes  upt.n  the  informa- 
tion of  p::rrchns  under  him,  to  tne 
perfon  entitled,  a  ticket. of  pay, 
iignei  by  iiimfelf  or  his  deputy,  aiid 
directed 
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direfted  to  the  proper  ofiicer,  fpe- 
cifving  the  fervice,  the  time,  and 
the  funi.  This  ticket  was,  upon 
payment,  left  at  the  office ;  and  at 
the  end  of  every  quai  ter  the  fuper- 
intendant  took  up  al!  thele  tickets 
frowi  the  feveral  offices,  and,  after 
examination  with  his  check-book, 
gave  to  each  pri-icipal  officer  one 
general  voucher,  figned  by  himfelf, 
for  the  total  fum  contained  in  all 
thofc  tickets,  and  paid  by  liim  dur- 
ing that  quarter. 

Much  the  greateil  number  of  the 
waggons,  horfes,  and  drivers,  em- 
ployed in  the  fervice  of  the  army, 
%vere  procured  by  the  quarter  maf- 
ter  general.  The  commander  in 
chief  ordered  the  eftablifhment,  that 
is,  the  number  which  he  judged  to 
be  neceifary  for  the  occafions  of  the 
army,  and  in  what  proportion  they 
fhould  be  diRributed  amongft  the 
feveral  corps,  and  fof  the  different 
fervices.  This  eftabliihment  v.as 
permanent,  and  kept  conllantly,  as 
far  as  it  could  be,  compleat.  The 
quarter  mailer  general  made  a  re- 
turn of  them  every  quarte-  to  the 
commander  in  chief;  v.hich  return 
was  called  the  diftribution,  and 
contained  an  account  of  all  the  wag- 
gons, horles,  and  drivers  at  that 
time  under  his  direction,  and  in 
v/hat  fervice  employed  :  for  all  thefe 
he  was  refpoufible,  and  paid  the 
hire  and  contingent  expences.  The 
other  departments  had  likewiie 
waggons,  horfes,  and  drivers  in 
their  fervice;  which  were  procured 
by  themfelves,  and  paid  by  their 
refpeftive  principal  officers.  All 
thcfe  departments  had  artificers  and 
labourers,  procured  by  the  overfeers 
in  the  feveral  branches,  hired  by 
the  day,  and  paid  in  each  rel'peclive 
•ffice. 

The  receipts  given  for  tliefe  fer- 


vices were  of  two  kinds ;  either  fe- 
parate  receipts,  given  by  indivi- 
duals in  the  common  form ;  or  one 
receipt,  prefixed  to  a  liit  compre- 
hending the  fignatures  of  many  per- 
fons ;  of  the  latter  kind,  one  uni- 
form mode  was  adopted  in  al!  thefe 
offices;  two  fpecimens  of  winch, 
the  one  taken  from  the  inftance  of 
waggonj,  horfes,  and  driveiS,  and 
the  other  from  that  of  labourers,  in 
the  office  of  the  quarter  mafler  ge- 
neral, are  inferted  in  the  appendix. 
TJie  firfl:  column  contains  tlie  names 
of  the  perfons  entitled,  or  fuppofed 
to  be  entitled ;  the  fum  he  is  en- 
titled to  receive  is  wrote  in  the  lafi: 
column  but  one  ;  and  in  the  lall  are 
the  fignatures  of  the  fame  perfons, 
wrote  or  made  cither  by  tJiemfeives 
or  by  perfons  deputed  by  them. 

In  purfuing  this  inquiry  into  the 
methods  and  forms  by  which  this 
expenditure  has  been  carried  on,  we 
have  had  in  view  two  principal  ob- 
jects ;  one  is,  to  difcover  whether 
any  fraud  has  in  fafl  been  commit- 
ted upon  tJie  pubic  in  the  courfe  of 
thefe  money  tranfadions ;  the  other 
is,  to  obferve  v/hether  the  public 
has  been  fufficiently  guarded  againft 
fraud  and  impolition,  in  the  modes 
adopted  for  carrying  on  this  expen- 
diture. 

Could  a  fingle  inftance  of  fraud 
be  difcovered  in  any  of  the  accounts 
of  thefe  officers,  fuch  a  difcovery 
would  fo  corrupt  and  vitiate  that 
account,  as  to  fubjeft  the  whole  of 
it  to  a  revifion  and  unravelment, 
though  adjufted  and  pafled  with  all 
the  folemnities  of  the  exchequer. 

Thefe  accountants  are  charged 
with  all  the  fum^  they  have  received 
of  the  payraafter  general  of  the 
forces,  by  the  warrants  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief.  They  cannot  dif- 
charge  thcmfeive.>  but  by  the  re- 
I  ceipu 
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ceiots  of  the  perfons  to  whom  they 
or  their  olficers  have  paid  thefe 
furrij.  The  receipts  are  fair  upon 
the  face  of  them ;  each  contains  all 
the  ellentials  of  a  true  voucher ;  a 
date,  the  fubjedt  matter,  the  fum 
paid,  the  perfon  of  whom  received, 
and  the  perfon  receiving.  If  the 
tranfadion  has  not  been  a  fair  one, 
and  government  has  been  defrauded 
of  any  part  of  the  money,  the 
voucher,  which  is  the  evidence  of 
that  tranfadion,  mult,  in  fome  part 
of  it,  be  falfe  or  fraudulent:  to  dif- 
cover  whether  it  be  fo  or  not,  the 
perfon  ^vho  appears  to  have  figned 
ic,  is  always  a  material,  and,  in  fume 
cafes,  the  only  wimefs,  who  can  tell 
whether  the  fum  fpeciiied  in  the  re- 
ceipt to  have  been  received,  was  in 
fad  the  fum  hua  fide  paid  ;  but  per- 
fons under  this  dclcnption  are  not 
amenable  to  us,  fitting  in  this  king- 
dom; they  are  in  Norih  America, 
Numberlefs,  and  in  a  variety  of 
ways,  may  have  been  the  frauds  and 
impofitions  committed  upon  govern- 
ment, without  the  knowledge  even 
oi  the  officer  who  paffes  the  ac- 
counts, being  himfelf  not  privy  to 
the  payments,  but  relying,  for  the 
truth  of  the  vouchers  he  produces 
in  his  difcharge,  upon  the  integrity 
and  fidelity  of  his  inferior  officers. 

Rumours  of  impofition,  and  of 
much  wealth  acquired  during  a 
(hort  fervice  upon  flendcr  appoint- 
ments, may  create  a  fufpicion  of 
fome  concealed  managtment,  and 
be  a  ground  for  inquiry  by  proper 
authority ;  but  they  are  not  proofs 
upon  which  can  be  fupported, 
againft  any  perfon  whatever,  the 
heavy  charge  of  defrauding  the 
public. 

Having  therefore  no  hopes  of 
purfuing  this  fubjed  with  efled,  wc 
turned  our  attention  to  the   fecond 
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objed  we  propofed;  thst  if,  to  thofc 
openings  for  iraud,  and  that  poffi- 
bility  of  abufe,  which  the  modes  of 
condgding  thefe  money  tranfadions 
have  kfc  without  fence  or  guard  ; 
and  wc  are  of  opinion  that  the  pub- 
lic have  not  been  fufhcientiy  pro- 
tcded  in  two  material  points:  firft, 
the  officers  intrufted  with  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money  have 
been  permitted  to  have  an  interell 
thcmfeives  in  the  fubjed  matter  of 
expence :  Secondly,  the  vouchers 
by  which  tiie  accountants  difcharge 
tiiemfelves  of  the  fums  intrufted  to 
them,  are  allowed  without  having 
undergone  fufficient  examination. 

It  is  a  branch  of  the  bufinefs  of 
the  quarter  mailer  general  to  pro- 
vide waggons  and  horfcs,  with  their 
neceilary  attendants  and  append- 
ages, for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  either 
when  in  quarters,  or  in  motion;  and, 
when  there  is  occafion  to  tranfport 
them,  or  to  fupply  their  wants  by 
water,  the  fuperintendant  furniffics 
them  with  vefl'cls,  and  whatever  is 
neceffary  for  carriage  by  water. 
It  is  the  duty  of  thefe  officers  to 
make  the  contrads  for  the  articles, 
and  to  fee  thofe  contrads  hone  ftly 
and  lubrtantially  performed;  to  take 
care  th.it  each  article  is  properly 
equipped,  and  adequate  to  the  fer- 
vice it  is  intended  for;  and  that 
the  fervice,  for  which  payment  is 
claimed,  has  been,  in  fad,  perform- 
ed. Thefe  officers  are  placed,  on  the 
part  of  government,  as  a  checl;  and 
control  upon  the  contradors,  to  pro- 
ted  the  public  from  lofs  or  impoii- 
tion.  The  barrack  mailer  gencr^il 
and  chief  engineer  fland  upon  the 
fame  ground,  in  refped  to  the  wag- 
gons and  horfcs  made  ufe  of  in  their 
departments,  and  rot  provided  by 
the  quarter  maftcr  general.  But 
it  has  been  the  ulage,  as  far  back  as 

our 
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our  inquiry  has  gone,  for  the  officers 
in   thele  departments   to   be  thcm- 
fclvcs  the  proprietors  of,  or  to  have 
fhares  or  intereits  in,  a  great  number 
of  the  vefiels  and  fmali  craft,  and  in 
slinoil  all  the  waggons  and  horfes, 
employed  in  thcfe  fervices:  thefe  of- 
ficers have  purchaled  or   procured 
them  upon  their  own  account,  and 
let  them  out  to  government  at  the 
fixed  prices  of  hire;  the  fame  pe;-- 
fon,  employed  by  and  adling  for  the 
public,  contrails,  on  the  part  of  the 
public,  v^^ith  himfe^f,  for  the  hire  of 
his  own  property,  controls  his  own 
adli^ins,  and  pays  himfelf  with   the 
public  money  intrufted  to  his  charge: 
his  trull  and  intereft  drav/  oppoiite 
ways:  his  trull  obliges  him  to   be 
frugal  for  the  public  ;  to  hire  at  the 
lo  sell  price  (lower,  if  he  can,  than 
the  price  allowed  by  government)  ; 
to  take  care  that  what  he  hires  is 
ccmpleatand  fit  for  fervice;  to  em- 
ploy as   few  vefTcIs  and  carriages, 
iind  for  as  fliort  a  time  as  poffiblc  : 
but  his  intcrelt  leads   him    not    to 
fpare  the  public  purfe;  to  let  to  go- 
vernment, at  the  fame  fixed  price, 
S.1I  the  veiTels,  carriages,  and  horfes, 
he  can  colle6l,  by  whatever  means 
procured,  or  at  hov/evcr  low  a  price 
he  may  hav^    pnrchafed  them,  and 
whatever  mr.y  be  their  condition  or 
difference  in  point  of  goodnefs;  to 
keep  them  continually  in  pay,  whe- 
ther wanted,  or  employed,  or   not, 
and  for  as  long  a   time   as  he   can 
contrive ;    and    his  lafl  advantage 
may  be,  the    fuffering  them  to  be 
taken  ordellroyed  by  the  enemy,  to 
entitle   him  to  the  value  from  the 
public.     In  fuch  a  contefl  between 
duty  and  intereft,  it  is  not  unchari- 
table to  fuppofe  the  public  intereft 
will  frequently  be  facriiiced  to  pri- 
vate emolum.ent.     But  this  is  not  the 
Oiily  ipifchief :  this  pradice  has  a 
a 


manifeft  tendency  to  corrupt  and  en- 
danger the  fervice  of  the  army  ;  it 
weakens  the  military  difcipline,  it  * 
infulcs  into  the  foldier  the  thirft  for 
gain,  and  diverts  his  attention  from 
honour  and  iiis  country's  fervice,  to 
the  purfuit  of  wealth,  and  that  too 
by  intrenching  upon  the  treafure  of 
his  country. 

We  do  not  mean  to  fuggeft  thefe 
as  impofiiions,  that  have  all  been 
adually  committed  upon  the  public, 
but  as  confequences  that  will  follow, 
whenever  the  temptation  is  powerful 
enough  to  overcome  the  fcnfe  of 
duty,  and  where  the  opportunities  of 
yielding  to  the  temptation  are  fo 
frequent  and  fo  obvious 

As  thefe  officers  would  hardly 
have  engaged  in  bufinefs  of  this 
kind,  without  the  expectation  at 
leaft  of  feme  advantage  (for  they 
had  no  additional  pay  for  being 
employed  in  the  expenditure)  we 
were  led  to  enquire  into  the  expence 
incurred  by  the  public  for  this  arti- 
cle of  hire,  and  fi-om  thence  to  en- 
deavour to  form  fome  judgment 
upon  the  probable  advantage  to  the 
officer. 

We  obtained  from  captain  David 
Laird,  a  lift  of  all  the  veffels,  under 
.whatever  denomination,  employed 
in  tlie  fervice  of  the  army  in  North 
America,  from  the  ift  of  January 
1777,  when  he  was  appointed  fuper- 
intendant  of  the  v^eiiels,  until 'the 
end  of  December  1780,  when  he 
quitted  the  fervice;  with  the  name 
of  each  yeffel,  and  of  the  mailer  or 
owner,  the  number  of  tons,  the  price 
^er  ton,  the  time  when  hired,  the 
time  when  dilcharged,  and  in  what 
department  employed.  From  this  lift 
it  appears,  that  the  number  of  veffels 
employed  at  different  times,  during 
the  above  period,  in  the  department 
of  Uie   quarter  mailer  general,  wiis 
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thi'ee  hundred  and  feventeen;  and 
the  number  of  tons,  nineteen  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  fifty-eight.  In 
the  department  of  the  barrack 
mafter  general,  the  number  of  vef- 
fels  was  eighty-five,  and  of  the  tofis 
feven  thoufahd  eight  hundred  thirty- 
fix.  In  the  department  of  the  co;n- 
miffary  general,  the  number  of  vef- 
fels  was  two  hundred  and  nine,  and 
of  the  tons  fixteen  thoufand  fix 
hundred  twenty- two.  The  total 
number  of  the  veflels  was  fix  hun- 
dred and  eleven,  and  of  the  tons 
forty- four  thoufand  and  fixteen. 
Many  of  them  were  employed  for 
ft  Ihort  time  only:  the  number  of 
thofe  continued  in  the  fcrvice  for 
<me  year  and  upwards,  we  have  ex- 
iradled  from  captain  Laird's  lill, 
and  infertcd  in  the  appendix,  with 
the  number  of  tons,  and  their  earn- 
ings during  their  fervice  ;  and  of 
thefe,  fixty-two  were  left  in  the  fer- 
vice at  the  end  of  the  year  1780. 
This  lift  fiaews,  that  the  number  of 
veflels  employed  each  for  a  year  or 
longer,  during  that  period,  in  the 
department  of  the  quarter  mafter 
^'.eneral,  was  fixty-two,  and  the  hire 
91,444/.  19  J.  4ir/. ;  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  barrack  mafter  general, 
the  number  twenty-five,  and  the 
hire  34,737/.  igs.;  in  the  depart- 
ment of  thecommifiary  general,  the 
number  forty-four,  and  the  hire 
55,925/.  14/.:  the  total  number 
one  hundred  thirty-one;  the  total 
hire  182,108  /.   12  j.  4  y. 

We  find,  from  the  vouchers  for 
the  payments  of  hire  made  by  the 
quarter  mafters  general,  and  deli- 
vered by  them  into  the  otfice  of 
the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  that  the 
total  expence  of  this  hire  in  that 
department  only,  cxclufive  of  pi- 
lotage, and  various  contingencies, 
from  the  25th   of  Decej-nber  1770 
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to  the  31ft  of  March  1780,  amount- 
ed to  127,483 /.  18/.  loir/. ;  what 
the  expence  of  this  hire  was  in  the 
other  departments,  we  have  not  had 
the  means  of  informing  ourfclves. 

In  this  lift  appear  the  names  of 
feveral  officers  in  the  departments 
of  the  quarter  mafter,  barrack  maf- 
ter, and  commiflary  general,  as  own- 
ers of  thefe  veftels ;  but  ti;e  names  of 
all  fuch  officers  as  were  owners  do  not 
appear;  the  names  of  the  mafters  are 
inferted  in  their  ftead.  Where  the 
principal  oflicers  were  proprietors, or 
had  ftuircs,  their  nam.es  are  not  founds 
either  in  the  contrads  for  the  hire< 
or  in  the  receipts  for  the  pay- 
ments. 

A  vefi"el  of  one  hundred  ton?, 
hired  at  13.^.  a  month  /er  ton* 
would  produce  to  the  owners  780/. 
a  year.  Suppofe  him  to  have,  dur- 
ing the  whole  year,  his  full  comple- 
ment of  fix  men,  at  each  3  /.  15  j.  a 
month  wages,  and  to  pay  z  s.  3.  day 
for  vidlualling  each  man,  his  men 
would  coft  him  489/.  and  leave 
him  a  profit  of  291  /.  a  year;  which 
profit  would  be  increaibd  in  pro- 
portion as  he  could  hire  his  men,  or 
procure  boys,  at  a  lefs  price,  or  di- 
minifti  his  number  whilft  his  vefTel 
lay  at  reft  during  any  part  of  the 
year,  or  employ  them  to  his  ad- 
vantage in  any  other  fervice.  The 
prime  coft,  and  expence  of  repairs, 
are  diminutions  of  his  profit,  de- 
pending upon  circumftanccs,  and, 
not  open  to  calculation. 

As  the  quarterly  return?,  mnd:  to 
the  commander  in  chief  by  the  quar- 
ter mafter  general,  contain  the  nuiT;-> 
ber  of  the  waggons,  horfes,  and 
drivers,  furnifhcd  by  him  in  cacli 
quarter,  with  their  diftributicn,  and 
expence  to  government  for  the  iiirc, 
we  have  fcleded,  and  inferted  in  the 
appendix,  two  of  thefe  returns :   Sir 
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William  Erlkine  fupplied  us  with 
the  firll  regular  di'lribudou  that  was 
returned  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
which  is  for  the  quarter  ending 
30th  June  1777  ;  the  other  is  a  re- 
turn made  by  lord  Cathcart,  for 
th;  quarter  ending  31ft  Decem- 
ber 1779. 

The  diitributlons  did  not  always 
contain  the  fame  numbers,  and 
therefore  we  could  not  come  at  the 
expence  of  the  hire  of  tliem  to  the 
public,  but  by  collcfting  it  from  t'le 
vouchers  rllovved  by  tl\e  auditors  of 
the  inipreil  to  thofe  quarter  mafters 
<;;ene!al  who  had  pafie.1  their  ac- 
counts inthatorhce.  By  an  abllrail 
compofed  from  thofe  vouchers,  we 
find  that  the  fnm  paid  by  the  public, 
for  the  hire  only  c>  waggons,  horfes, 
and  drivers,  employed  under  the 
management  of  the  quarter  mailer 
general,  from  the  25th  of  Decem- 
ber 1776  to  the  3 1  ft  of  March  1780, 
w-as  338,435  /.  8  J.  6  |i.  exclufive 
of  provifionfi,  forage,  repairs,  and 
ether  contingent  expences. 

I'he  rate  of  the  hire  of  a  waggon, 
driver,  and  four  horfes,  being  12  s. 
a  day,  produces  to  the  proprietor 
219/.  a  year ;  from  whence  the  hire 
of  the  driver,  at  the  mean  price  of 
is.  zd.  a  day,  that  is,  2i  /.  5^.  10  d. 
a  year,  being  deduced,  leaves  him 
a  clear  yearly  profit  of  197/.  14  J. 
7,d,  the  repp.irs  of  the  waggon  and 
harnefs,  and  the  food  of  the  driver 
and  horfes,  being  found  by  the  pub- 
lic. Competing  the  prime  coil  of 
tlie  waggons  coril]^Ieat,  at  the  high- 
eit  pi'icj,  20  /;  and  of  each  Jiorfc  at 
15  /.he  receives  back  80/.  his  pur- 
chafe  money,  in  lefs  than  five 
months ;  after  which,  if  poilefied  of 
fifty  large  •w  aggous  and  two  hun- 
cred  Iiorfes,  (and  the  v/aggons  and 
horfes  were  in  general  the  property 
•fa  few  officers  only)  lie  will  have. 
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as  long  as  he  can  continue  them  irt 
the  fervice  of  government,  a  clear 
income  of  9,885 /.  %  s.  ^d.  fecure 
from  all  riik. 

The  commander  in  chief,  confult- 
incj  with  the  principal  officers  in  the 
feveral  departments,  fettled  the 
cllabliniment,  and  ordered  that  it 
(hould  be  permanent  and  kept  com- 
pleat.  As  the  army  was  not  always 
in  motion,  the  ncceffity  for  fo  nu- 
merous a  pcrmaneat  eltablifniTient 
was  not  obvious.  The  reafon  given 
for  retaining  the  fame  number  for 
the  Wiiole  year,  is,  the  dirficulty  of 
procuring  them  again  when  wanted, 
in  cafe  they  had  been  difcharged  at 
the  end  of  the  campaign;  but  this 
reafoa  does  not  appear  altogether 
conclufive;  for,  if  they  are  in  being;, 
the  arm  of  the  commander  in  chief 
can  reach  them,  wherever  they  are; 
he  has  power  to  feize,  the  inftant  he 
wants  it,  whatever  is  neceiTary  for 
the  fervice,  in  his  contemplation ; 
from  the  enemy  he  feizes  of  right, 
fjom  a  fi jend  he  prefles  of  neceffity, 
paying  him  the  value,  or  for  the 
ufe. 

The  eftai)lilhment  was  hardly 
ever  compleat,  from  the  conftant 
difficulty  of  procuring  the  number 
of  waggons  it  required;  as  they 
were  therefore  fo  fcarce  in  that 
country,  and  the  cattle  could  hav« 
been  employed  to  more  advantage 
than  upon  the  pay  of  government, 
it  might  have  been  advantageous  to 
the  inhabitants  to  have  had  the  ufe 
of  them  for  the  time  the  army  were 
in  quarters;  and  the  hire  of  them, 
for  fome  months  every  year,  would 
have  been  no  inconfiderable  faving 
to  the  public. 

All  orders  and  regulations  of 
every  kind  proceed  from  the  com- 
mander in  chief:  his  power  extends, 
without  controul,  oyer  the   whoFe 
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army  and  all  its  connexions.  It  is 
limited  only  by  his  difcretion  ;  con- 
fequently  every  form  of  proceeding, 
every  ufage  and  mode  of  practice, 
muft  reft  either  upon  his  orde/s  or 
his  acquiefcence.  That  we  might 
learn  upon  what  authority  this  caf- 
tom,  fur  the  ofiicers  to  be  contrac- 
tors of  this  defcription,  was  ground- 
ed, we  required  from  Sir  William 
Howe  and  lord  Cornv/allis  the  or- 
ders and  inftru61;ions  iilued  by  them 
in  North  America,  relative  to  the 
feveral  departments  employed  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. The  returns  to  thefe  requifi- 
tions  contained  the  appointment  of 
the  fuperintendant  of  veffels,  and 
the  regulation  of  the  payment  of 
their  hire,  in  the  offices  of  the  de- 
partments in  which  they  were  em- 
ployed both  above  mentioned,  to- 
gether with  other  orders  made  from 
time  to  time  for  different  purpofes 
of  regulation  :  but  we  found  at  one 
period  only  orders  relative  to  the 
point  immediately  under  our  con- 
fideration.  Thefe  orders  were  if- 
fued  by  lord  Cornwallis,  are  dated 
the  23d  December  1780,  and  con- 
tain matter  very  important  to  the 
fubjedl  before  us.  Lord  Cornwallis 
had  upon  feveral  occafions  found, 
that  the  waggons  and  horfes  pro- 
vided for  the  public  fervice  by  the 
quarter  mafter  general  Vv'ere  in  bad 
condition,  and  neither  fit  nor  able 
to  perform  the  fervices  required. 
To  remedy  thefe  abufes,  he  thought 
it  neceflary  to  direft,  that  the  quar- 
ter mafter  general  Ihould  have  no 
property  in  either  the  waggons  or 
horfes;  and  to  that  end  he  ifl'ucd 
orders,  enjoining  him  not  to  charge 
more  for  waggons  and  horfes  than 
he  had  aftually  paid  ;  not  to 
charge  the  hire  of  waggons  and 
'horfes  purehafcd ;  not  to  pur- 
chafe    them   but  upon    goverment 


account ;  and,  if  he  hired  them,  to 
pay  the  proprietors  the  full  price  for 
hire  allowed  by  governmL-nt.  He 
ordered  all  the  necefiary  craft  to  be 
purciiafed  on  government  account; 
and  fome  of  the  vefltls  to  be  dif- 
charged,  as  foon  as  they  came  under 
the  direction  of  his  deputy  quarter 
mailer  general  at  Port'^mouth  in 
the  Chiiapeak,  upon  his  reprefenta- 
tion  that  they  were  unnecefTary. 
He  ordered  likewife  the  commiifary 
general  not  to  charge  government 
for  the  compleat  ration,  unlcTs  he 
iupplied  that  ration  from  the  ftorei- 
from  England  ;  and  to  charge  no 
more  for  frefh  provifions,  fioar,  or 
Indian  meal,  than  wiiat  they  coll: 
him.  The  manner  of  conducting 
this  laft  office  it  is  not  in  our  pov.-;r 
to  inquire  into;  the  commilTarics 
general  are  dead;  and  their  ac- 
counts not  in  England. 

Thefe  orders  are  levelled  at 
abafes  at  that  time  exifting ;  and 
thefe  abufes  all  terid  to  liie  de- 
frauding of  the  public  for  private 
emolument. 

By  purfuing  the  rules  of  compu- 
tation infer  ted  above,  we  are  ena- 
bled to  difcover  how  much  would 
have  been  faved  to  the  public  had 
the  waggons  and  horfes  been  pur- 
chafed  at  firft  on  account  of  govern- 
ment. From  the  liil  inierted  in  the 
appendix  it  appears,  that  the  aver- 
age number  of  waggons  conflantlv 
employed  in  the  fervice,  from  the 
25th  of  December  1776  to  the  31II 
of  March  1780,  that  i,-.,  three  years 
and  a  quarter,  was  feven  huivdrcd 
thirty-nine  ;  and  the  average  num.- 
ber  of  horfes,  one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  Hity-eight ;  and  the  aver- 
age number  of  drivers,  feven  Jiun- 
dred  and  fixty:  the  average  hire  of 
all  thefe  amounts  to  104,132/.  a 
ye:ir;  from  whence  deducing 
16,1  Si  /.  the  hire  of  leven  hundred 

[X  2]  ani 


24]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1790^ 


and  fixty  drivers,  at  is.  zd.  each 
}()■  cLiy,  there  remains  the  fum  of 
87,951/.  The  prime  coft  of  the 
waggons  and  horfes,  at  the  highell 
price,  is  44.,! 50/.;  this  fum  being 
deduded  from  87,951/.  leaves  the 
clear  profit  of  43,801  /.  for  the  firfl: 
year :  this  being  ad.led  to  the  fum 
of  197,889/.  two  years  and  one 
quarter's  clear  profits,  after  deduc- 
ing the  hire  of  the  drivers,  gives  the 
fum  of  241,690  /.  paid  by  the  pub- 
lic, beyond  what  it  would  have  coft 
them  had  the  property  of  thefe  wag- 
gons and  horfes  belonged  to  govern- 
ment :  and,  if  the  iame  fyftem  of 
ntanagemcnt  has  been  continued  to 
th3  prcfent  time,  the  public  have  in- 
curred a  11: ill  further  expence  of 
175,902/.  for  two  years  more,  to 
the  3  ift  of  March  laft;  that  is,  tlie 
public  have  paid  417,592/.  for  the 
fingle  article  of  the  hire  of  waggons 
and  horfes ;  the  whole  of  which 
might  iiave  been  faved,  had  the 
mode  contained  in  the  orders  of  tlie 
23d  of  December  1780  been  at  firft 
adopted. 

From  the  circumftanccs  thus  dif- 
clofed,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that 
this  praiflice,  of  letting  out  for  hire 
to  government,  has  been  highly  lu- 
crative to  the  olhcers  engaged  in  it. 
The  officer  is  a  trultee  for  the  pub- 
lic; as  fuch,  he  is  bound  to  hufband 
the  public  money  committed  to  his 
charge  with  as  much  frugality  as  if 
it  were  his  own-,  what  he  faves  or 
what  he  gains,  he  faves  and  gains 
not  for  himfelf  but  for  the  public. 
He  ought  not  .0  be  permitted,  by 
any  management  pr  contrivance,  to 
carve  out  for  himfelf  an  intercll  in 
the  execution  of  a  public  trull  :  if 
that  intcrelt  has  Hcen  produdivc, 
Jiow  far  fuch  profit  belongs  to  the 
public,  and  whether,  by  bills  of  dif- 
eovery  filed  by  the  proper  officer  of 


the  crown,  or  by  v.-hat  other  means, 
it  may  be  difcovered,  and  reclaimed 
for  the  public,  are  for  the  wifdom  of 
parliament  to  decide. 

It  is  of  public  concern  this  evil 
fhould  be  fpcedily  coirefted :  it 
flows  from  permitting  a  truft  to  re- 
fide,  with  an  intereft,  in  the  fame 
perfon.  The  remedy  is,  to  take- 
away the  intereft,  and  by  that  means 
to  reftore  the  truft  and  control  to 
its  full  force,  that  it  m.ay  freely 
operate  for  the  benefit  of  the  public, 
uninfluenced  by  private  confidera- 
tions. 

But  the  remedy  may  be  extended 
ftill  farther :  it  fhould  feem  as  if  it 
would  be  more  beneficial  to  the  fer- 
vice,  if  the  officers  were  relieved  en- 
tirely from  the  trouble  of  making  the 
payments.  When  their  military 
duty  calls  them  to  the  field,  they 
muft  negleiTt  their  duty  as  pay- 
mafters,  and  leave  that  branch  to 
be  conduded  entirely  by  their  in- 
ferior officers  and  clerks.  It  feems 
to  be  a  hardOiip  upon  a  quarter 
mafter  general,  to  be  fubjeft  to  ac- 
count for  very  large  funis,  no  part 
of  which  he  paid  himfelf,  but  merely 
becaufe  they  were  paid  in  his  name, 
and  at  his  office,  whilft  he  himfelf 
was  abfent  upon  other  duty. 

There  is  no  neceflary  connexion 
between  the  military  duty  of  thefe 
officers  and  the  expenditure  of  mo- 
ney for  military  fervices  :  this  latter 
belongs  properly  to  a  civil  depart- 
ment, and  may  be  executed  by  a 
civil  officer.  Major  general  Wil- 
liam Roy,  who,  during  the  laft  v/ar 
in  Germany,  was  in  the  depart- 
ments both  of  the  quarter  mafter 
general  and  chief  engineer,  in- 
formed us,  that  no  public  money 
was  ifl'ued  to  him  in  either  of  thefe 
capacities:  he  was  no  accountant; 
but  all  the  expcnces   incurred   in 
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tTiefe  depnrtmentj  were  defrayed  by 
the  deputy  paymafter  general  of  the 
forces,  purfuant  to  thi  warrants  of 
the  commander  in  chief  ilTued  for 
that  purpofe.  The  quarter  maftcr 
general  and  chief  engineer  were 
confidered  in  that  army  as  checks 
upon  the  expenditure  on  behalf  of 
the  public:  they  were  to  fee  that 
the  articles  fupplied  were  good  of 
the  kind,  adequate  to  the  fervices 
they  were  intended  for,  and  that 
tliere  was  no  wafle. 

We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
the  orders  of  23d  December  1780 
lliould  be  put  in  force  forth- 
witli  throughout  the  whole  army ; 
that  no  officer  Ihould  be  permitted 
10  have  a  property  or  intereft  in  any 
article  whatever,  which  the  duty  of 
his  oflicc  obliges  him  to  provide  for 
the  (ervice  of  the  army:  if  pur- 
chafed,  it  fliould  be  purchafed  by 
and  for  the  ufe  of  government;  if 
hired,  lX^  fhould  be  hired  of  perfons 
unconnedted  with  military  fervice. 
AVe  are  likewife  of  opinion,  that 
the  payments  fhould  be  taken  from 
the  military  oiHcer,  and  thrown 
upon  the  deputy  paymaller  general 
of  the  forces,  who  is  the  proper 
caOiier  of  the  army,  to  be  carried 
on  by  him,  in  purfuance  of  the 
warrants  of  the  commander  in 
chief 

The  otl^.er  point,  in  which  v/e 
think  the  public  ha.ve  not  been  fuf- 
ficicnlly  guarded,  is  the  allowance 
of  the  vouchers  without  fufficient 
evamination :  this  defetft  p.Tvades 
every  branch  of  the  expenditure 
unJer  our  confideration.  The  prin- 
ci;)ai  officers  in  thefe  departmer.ts 
are  the  perfons  accountable :  they 
make  up,  pafs,  and  fwear  to  the  ac- 
counts ;  but,  having  a  variety  of 
other  material  bufmefs  to  tranfa'^  i:-i 
their  fcveral  Itatvons,  they  have  no 


Jeifure  to  attend  to  the  adual  pay- 
ments :  a  quarter  mafler  gcner<J, 
whofe  account  amounted  to  above 
600,000/.  was  for  five  months  to- 
gether upon  duty  in  the  field,  with- 
out having  been  able  once  to  attend 
his  office.  He  is  likewife  obliged 
to  pafs  the  account  of  a  fum  never 
received  by  him,  but  ilTued  to  and 
expended  by  an  affiilant  deputy 
quarter  mailer  general,  whom  he 
neither  appointed  nor  knew;  and 
the  warrant  ifiued  to  this  a(iii1:.int 
ftates,  that  the  fum  therein  direded 
is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  quarter 
mafter  general.  The  chief  engin-.cr 
confiders  himfelf  as  liable  to  ac- 
count for  fums,  no  part  of  which 
he  either  receives  or  p^ys,  nor  are 
the  payments  made  in  his  name  ;  for, 
though  the  fum  is  made  payable  to 
him  by  the  warrant,  yet  he  never 
adually  receives  it ;  but  he  indorfes 
the  warrant  to  the  paymafter  of  the 
works,  who  receives  the  whole,  and 
with  it  difchargcs  bills,  either  di- 
reded  to  him  for  payment  by  ths 
chief  engineer  or  the  commander 
in  chief,  or  at  his  own  difcretion 
without  the  intervention  of  either, 
and  takes  the  receipts  in  his  own 
name. 

This  important  bufmefs  of  ex- 
penditure, that  requires  attention, 
circumfpeftion,  accuracy,  and  f.de- 
lity,  mull  be  entruiled  to  inferior 
oilicers,  clerks,  and  even  to  llran- 
gers. 

The  making-up,  and  examination 
of  the  accounts  is  conducted  in  the 
following-  manner: — every  quarter 
the  accountant  collecls  together 
from  his  deputies,  affidants,  and 
clerks,  all  the  vouchers  /or  the  pay- 
ments made  by  them  'luring  tr.at 
quarter:  they  are  ablVraifled,  di- 
gclled  under  heads,  and  bundled  up 
to"-ethor.     The  abilradt  is  produced 
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to  the  commander  in  chief  for  his 
inrpcdtion  and  approb'ition,  and  in 
-order  to  obtain  a  final  warrant  for 
the  ampunt  of  the  abflraft.  The 
vouchers  are  ready  for  his  infpec- 
tion  if  he  requires  it.  This  is  the 
iirft  check  to  which  the  account  is 
fubmitted.  It  is  not  to  be  imagined, 
that  the  many  important  objects, 
that  mud  continually  engrofs  the 
attention  of  the  general  of  an  army, 
•will  afford  him  either  leifure  or  pa- 
tience to  examine  voluminous  bun- 
dles of  vouchers:  he  may  fometimes, 
upon  a  tranfjent  view  of  the  abftradt, 
find  fome  article  that  excites  his 
curiofity  to  call  for  an  explanation ; 
but  he  cannot  poffibly  enter  into  tlie  ' 
detail,  or  minutely  examine  into  the 
circumilances  of  a  complicated  re- 
ceipt ;  and  therefore,  unlefs  fuch  an 
inlbmce  occurs  for  infpcdion,  the 
vouchers  are  left  unexamined  in  the 
hands  of  the  accountant,  and  the 
comm^ander  in  chief  depends  upon 
his  honour  that  he  has  them  in  liis 
poffeffion. 

After  the  fmal  warrant  is  ob- 
tained, this  abilraft  and  the  vouch- 
ers are  fent  home  to  be  examined, 
that  the  account  may  be  pafled  in 
the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the  ini- 
preil.  It  is  utterly  impofTible  the 
veuciiers  can  be  fufficiently  fcruti- 
nized  in  this  ofiice,  for  want  of 
evidence  :  the  "accountant  is  the 
proper  perfon  to  give  them  inform.- 
ation  ;  and  he,  very  pofTibly,  is  not 
privy  to  the  payment,  or  to  any  one 
circumfcance  Hated  in  the  voucher. 

Charles  Harris,  efq.  one  of  the 
xleputy  auditors  of  the  impreft,  tells 
us  the  grounds  upon  which  a  vouch- 
er, for  a  payment  for  the  extraor- 
dinary fervice  abroad,  is,  and  of 
neceiTity  muil  be,  allowed  in  that 
'cltice:  if  it  contains  a  certain  num- 
ber received,  the  fijjnalure  of  a  per- 


fon receiving,  and  a  juft  computa- 
tion, and  agrees  with  the  abftraft, 
it  is  deemed  and  admitted  as  a  fair 
voucher:  for  the  truth  of  it,  they 
rely  upon  the  oath  taken  by  the  ac- 
countant before  the  barons  of  the 
exchequer,  when  he  pafles  his  ac- 
count. In  faft,  in  thofe  accounts 
which  have  been  already  pafi'ed  in 
this  oflicc,  no  inquiry  ieems  to  have 
been  m.ade  into  the  truth  cf  the 
vouchers,  whatever  queftions  might 
arife  upon  the  face  of  them.  By  the 
form  of  this  Orlth,  which  we  ob- 
tained from  the  ofHce  of  the  audi- 
tors of  the  imprelt,  the  accountant 
fwears  that  the  account  is  juit  and 
true,  according  to  the  beft  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief:  thefe  latter 
words  mull,  as  we  conceive,  be  in- 
teipreted  by  him  fo  to  qualify  the 
oath,  as  to  enable  him  to  fvvear 
with  fafety  to  thofe  items  of  his  ac- 
count, of  the  tranfacling  of  which 
he  has  no  other  knowledge  than 
what  the  vouchers  themlehlss  give 
him,  and  where  he  knows  nothing 
of  the  perfons  who  tranfaft  them, 
except  probably  their  general  gha- 
rafters  :  no  great  reliance,  then,  can 
be  had,  for  the.  truth  of  the  voucher, 
upon  the  oath  of  the  accountant; 
becaufe  that  oath,  fo  worded,  is  no 
additional  evidence  of  its  truth. 

From  thus  tracing  the  voucher, 
from  the  pay  office  of  the  depart- 
m.ent  in  North  America  to  the  of- 
fice of  its  final  examination  in  Eng^ 
land,  it  appears  that  the  public  may 
be  defrauded  in  a  tranfaction,  and 
yet  the  voucher  of  that  tranfadlion 
may  pafs  through  all  its  flages  of 
examination  unfufpeiSled  and  unim- 
peached,  and  be  fworntoby  the  ac- 
countant without  the  violation  of 
his  oath.  Various  are  the  ways  and 
means  by  which  the  fraud  may  be 
committed  :  the  agreement  or  pur- 
chafe 
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•hafe  may  be  made  by  collufion :  the 
fubje£l  matter  of  the  receipt  may  be 
falfe  in  quantity  or  quality  :  the  fer- 
vice  over- rated,  or  not  performed  : 
the  fum  inferted  may  be  more  than 
the  fum  Itona  fide  paid :  the  receipt 
may  be  obtained  by  compulfion,  or 
collufion,  upon  falfe  or  forged  certi- 
ficates :  it  may  haye  been  figned  in 
blank,  and  tilled  up  afterwards  w  ith 
falfe  fums,  or  figned  with  a  feigned 
name;  and  yet  the  voucher  may  be 
fair  upon  the  face  of  it;  and  ihefc 
grofs  frauds  will  efcape  deteftion. 

Thefe  fuggeftions  are  not  mere 
furmifes;  they  relt  not  on  bare  pof- 
fibiiity  or  imagination ;  they  are 
warranted  by  what  we  have  obferv- 
edin  the  accounts  of  the  quarter  mif- 
ters  genera]  which  have  been  pafied 
in  the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the 
impreft.  Certain  vouchers  have  been 
there  admitted  as  evidence  of  pay- 
ments, to  perfons  who  never  did  in 
faft  receive,  nor  could  be  fuppofed 
likely  to  be  entrufted  with  the  re- 
ceipt of  tne  fums  inferted  in  thefe 
vouchers:  the  receipts  for  the  hire 
of  the  drivers,  waggons,  and  horfes 
(no  inconiioerable  fum)  are  not  in 
truth  what  they  purport  to  be  upon 
the  face  of  them ;  they  carry  the  ap- 
pearance of,  and  are  produced  as  the 
receipt  of,  a  certain  fum  by  theper- 
foa  whofe  name  or  fignatare  is  fet 
oppofite  to  that  fum;  the  fjm  is 
compounded  of  the  hire  of  the  driver, 
waggon,  and  horfes,  for  a  certain 
time  ;  but  the  man  receiving,  or 
figning,  or  fettin'_^  his  npark  to  the 
receipt,  is  ufuall'-,  the  driver  only, 
frequently  a  negro,  or  feme  perfon 
in  the  loweil  capacity,  to  whom  no- 
thing would  be  entrufted :  he  is  the 
oftenfible  receiver  of  the  whole, 
whereas  he  in  truth  receives  a  very 
trifling  part  of  it,  his  own  wages  on- 
ly ;  the  remainder,  being  the  hire  of 


the  waggon  and  horfes,  is  paid  or 
accounted  for  to  the  officer  to  whom 
they  belong,  but  whofe  receipt  dees 
not  appear  as  a  voucher  for  the  ac- 
countant. The  artificers  a«d  la- 
bourers are  paid  by  lills,  in  like  man- 
ner with  the  drivers;  r.ot  individu- 
ally in  the  office  of  th^  department, 
but  by  the  overl'iers,  who  receive 
the  grofs  amount  o^tnc  lift,  and,  af- 
ter having  p:ii>i  it,  bnng  it  back  to 
the  office,  with  the  names  of  the  per- 
fons receiving  fet  oppofite  to  the 
fums  they  were  to  receive. 

Sir.ce  the  drivers  (and  very  nume- 
rous thvy  are)  are  prcviuled  upon  or 
induced  by  cuftom  to  fign  receipts 
for  fums  they  never  receive,  there 
may  be  reafons  or  inducements  for 
the  like  prattice  in  various  otner 
branches  of  the  expenditure  ;  and  in 
every  inltance  of  tiiis  kind  the 
voucher  is  not  true. 

Having  been  informed  that  fome 
m.eafures  had  been  taken  by  the 
lords  commiiTioners  of  the  treafury 
for  the  purpofe  of  controlling  the 
expenditure  of  thi^  money  in 
North  America,  we  iffued  to  them 
our  precept  for  copies  of  ths  com- 
miuions  andinilruclion;;  given  to  the 
commiilaries  of  accounts  in  North 
America,  and  extrads  ot  tiieir  cor- 
refpondence  relative  tn.ereto :  In 
confequence  of  this  requifition,  we 
received  the  copy  of  a  commiffion, 
dated  15th  of  February  1779,  ap- 
pointing ntajor  Duncan  Drummond. 
commilttry  of  accounts,  coexaiijine, 
audit,  and  certif}- allacccur.ts  wha:- 
foever  of  money  due  for  forage, 
bread  and  provihons,  furniihed  by 
contract  or  otherwiie,  ar.d  deliverc'd 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  and  hoipitals, 
and  for  all  other  extraordinary  i'er- 
vices.  The  iame  power  hue  oecn 
before  delegated  to  Daniel  Chamier, 
efq;  by  comnuifiou  dated  ill  of  Fe- 
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bruary  1777j  but  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  ever  executed.  We  find, 
by  papers  tranfmitted  to  us  with  this 
ccmmiffion  (feme  of  which  we  have 
inieited  in  the  appendix)  that  in 
parfuance  of  that  commiiTion,  and 
of  diredions  and  inltrudlions  relative 
thereto,  tranunitred  from  time  to 
time  from  the  lords  commiffioners  of 
the  treafury  to  the  commanders  in 
chief  and  the  commilTary  of  accounts, 
fome  progrefb  has  been  made  in  car- 
rying the  powers  of  that  commiffion 
Into  execution ;  but  how  far  it  has 
been  efFcftual  to  the  prevention  or 
diminution  of  the  evil,  it  has  not 
been  in  our  power  to  difcover. 

Of  the  ten  millions  and  upwards 
that  have  been  ifTued  for  thefe  fer- 
vices  t:^  North  America  within  the 
lall  fix  years,  accounts  of  a  f^w 
officers  only,  amounting  to  about 
l,ioo,oco/.,  have  been  as  yet  ren- 
dered in  the  proper  office.  The  ac- 
counts of  about  140,000/.  more  are 
ready  :  fo  that  the  expenditure  of 
8,760,000/.  ftill  remain  to  be  ac- 
counted for. 

By  an  account  of  the  yearly  ave- 
rage number  of  his  majelly's  forces 
ferving  at  New  York  and  its  de- 
pendencies, from  the  lil  of  January 
1776  to  the  3  ill:  of  December  1780, 
extradled  from  returns  of  thofe  forces 
made  to  us  from  the  war  office,  pur- 
fuant  to  our  requifition,  it  appears 
that  the  number  of  the  forces  de- 
creafed  every  year  from  1778;  but, 
from  the  account  of  the  contraflors 
for  remitting,  the  iffue  for  the  ex- 
traordinary fervices  of  that  army 
greatly  increafed  during  the  fame 
period. 

In  the  account  of  the  ilTucs  to  the 
officers  in  the  four  departments,  we 
find  that  the  warrants  ifilied  to  the 
quarter  mailers  general  fmce  the 
1 6th  of  July,  1780,  afid  to  the  bar- 


rack mailers  general  fmce  the  29th 
of  June,  1780,  and  to  the  commif- 
faries  general  fmce  the  2  5  th  of  May, 
1778,  have  been  all  temporary,  for 
fums  on  account ;  that  no  final 
warrant  has  been  granted  fince  thofe 
feveral  periods :  io  that  theft  fums 
have  been  iflUed,  without  even  the 
cci-emony  of  a  quarterly  abftraft, 
and  the  confidential  reliance  on  the 
officer  that  his  vouchers  are  forth- 
coming. 

Of  thefe  ten  millions,  there  have 
been  iflaed  to  Canada,  between  the 
lit  of  June,  1776,  and  the  23d  of 
Oclober  lair,  2,236,029/.  11/.  7^.; 
a  province,  whole  military  opera- 
tions, fince  the  year  1777,  the  public 
are  not  made  acquainted  with.  This 
ilTue  has  been  increafing  every  year, 
and  no  apparent  reafon  for  it;  and 
upon  the  expenditure  in  this  pro- 
vince there  exifts  no  check  or  con- 
trol, that  we  know  of,  whatever. 

Thefe  are  circumftances  of  fuf- 
picion  and  alarm.  The  ordinary 
forms  of  examination  and  account- 
ing are  neither  comprehenfive  nor 
ftrong  enough  to  embrace  the  va- 
rious circumftances  of  this  expen- 
diture :  they  call  for  a  minute,  ac- 
curate, and  rigid  inveftigation  ;  but 
none  fuch  csn,  as  we  apprehend,  be 
obtained  in  this  kingdom;  the  evi- 
dence eflentlally  neceflary  for  that 
purpofe  cannot  be  procured  here. 
Should  it  be  thpught  proper  to  fub- 
jecl  thefe  accounts  to  fuch  a  fcru- 
tiny,  we  can  devife  or  fuggeft  no 
method  of  obtaining  this  end,  un- 
lefs  the  Icgillalure  iliould  think  pro- 
per to  refer  ail  of  them  to  an  exa- 
mination in  North  America,  by 
perfons  intelligent  in  the  fubjeft 
matter,  and  unconneftcd  with  the 
expenditure ;  who  may  inquire  inta 
every  circumftance  of  the  tranfac- 
tion,   aad   have  recourfe  to   every' 
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perfon  concerned  in  it ;  and  who 
may  be  authorized  and  direded  to 
examine  into  the  whole  expendi- 
ture, as  well  of  the  antecedent  as 
fubfequent  iilbcs.  The  conimandei  s 
in  ciiief  may  be  enjoined  to  give 
them  their  countenance,  protection, 
and  fupport,  and  not  to  giant  war- 
rants for  the  payment  of  any  ar- 
ticle of  thefc  expences  without  the 
tellimony  of  their  allowance.  The 
difallowance  of  the  voucher  comes 
too  late,  after  payment.  By  a  check 
and  control  thus  eltabliflied  upon 
the  fpot,  and  by  an  able  and  ccn- 
fcientious  execution  of  fuch  a  trull, 
tiie  public  might  be  enabled  to  ob- 
tain rcilitution  where  they  have 
been  defrauded,  and  fecurity  againft 
impofition  and  peculation  for  the 
future. 

Office  of  Accounts, 

Surrey-Street, 

jb'th  June,  J782. 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  PlGCOTT,  (L.  S.) 

Rich.Neave,  (L.S.) 

S.\M.  Beachcroft,  (L.S.) 
Geo.  Drummond.    (L.S.) 


The  Eighth  Report  of  the  Commif- 
Jioners  appointed  to  examine,  take, 
and Jl ate,  the  Public  Accounts  of  the 
Kingdom  :  Prefented  to  the  Moiij'e 
cf  Commons  zoth  December,  1 782. 

N  all  the  a£ts  by  which  we  have 
been  conltituted,  one  of  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofes  of  our  appointment, 
and,  in  the  lail  atl;,  the  only  one 
particularly  mentioned,  is  "  to  ex- 
"  amine,  and  ftate,  in  what  man- 
"  ner,  and  at  what  times,  the  re- 
"  ceipts,  ifi'ucs,  and  expenditures 
"  of  the  public  monies  are  now  ac- 
"  counted  for  ;  and  to  confider  and 
*!  repo:t,  by  wlut  means  and  me- 
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"  thods  the  public  accounts  may  in 
^'  future  be  pafied,  and  the  accoL;nt- 
"  ants  compelled  to  pay  the  ba- 
"  lances  due  from  them,  in  a  more 
"  expeditious,  more  etFecflual,  and 
"  leis  expenfive  manner." 

In  our  examination  into  the  pay 
offices  of  the  navy  and  army,  we 
found  the  accounts  very  far  in  ar- 
rear ;  75  millions,  the  ilfwes  of  up- 
wards of  24  years,  to  Odlober  1 780, 
for  the  navy  fcrvices ;  47  millions, 
the  iflues  of  fixteen  years,  to  the 
fame  period  (exclufive  of  the  un- 
fettled  account  of  Lord  Holland) 
for  the  army  fcrvices,  were  unac- 
counted for.  So  ftriking  a  circum- 
llance  would  have  led  us,  of  courfe, 
to  that  office  where  the  public  ac- 
counts of  the  kingdom  are  audited, 
that  we  might  endeavour  to  difco- 
Ver  the  caufes  of  this  delay  ;  whe- 
ther it  arifes  from  any  want  of  power 
to  compel  perfons  to  come  to  ac- 
count, or  from  any  negleft  in  the 
exercife  of  that  power ;  whether 
from  any  defeft  in  the  conftitution, 
or  in  the  execution  of  the  office 
that  audits  the  accounts ;  or  whe- 
ther it  is  occafioned  by  any  ob- 
ftruftions  thrown  in  the  way  by  th© 
accountable  perfons  themfclves. 

We  inquired,  in  the  firll  place, 
whether  there  exiils  any  compulfivc 
power  to  bring  in  public  account- 
ants, and  Vi'hat  fteps  are  taken  pre- 
vious to  their  accounting.  Upon 
thefe  points,  Mr.  John  Hughfon, 
clerk  of  the  debentures,  in  the  office 
of  the  auditor  of  the  exchequer ; 
Adam  Martin,  efq.  hrft  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  king's  remembrancer 
in  the  exchequer;  and  Mr.  Alcx'- 
ander  Rennet,  one  of  the  fworn 
clerks  in  the  fame  office,  gave  us 
the  following  information. 

The  power  of  compelling  public 
accountants  to  come  to  account,  is 
lodged  in  the  court  of  exchequer: 
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it  is  exercifed  by  either  an  ordinary 
or  an  extraordinary  procefs.  The 
ordinary  procefs,  is  a  writ  of  dif- 
ir'rngas  ad  compvJandum,  ifiucd  by 
the  king's  remembrancer  periodi- 
cally, and  of  courfe,  after  every  if- 
fuable  term.  The  extraordinary 
procefs,  is  a  writ  of  capias  ad  com- 
ptitanditsK,  which  iffues  by  fpecial 
order  of  the  court  o{  exchequer, 
where  the  fum  to  be  accounted  for 
is  in  danger,  and  .upon  particular 
application  made  to  them  for  that 
purpofe. 

The  proceedings  upon  the  ordi- 
nary procefs  are  in  the  following 
manner : 

AH  money  ifl'ued  from  the  ex- 
chequer by  the  auditor  of  the  re- 
ceipt, is  iilued  either  upon  account, 
or  without  account :  it  does  ngt  de- 
pend upon  his  difcretion,  which  of 
thefe  forms  he  fhall  make  ufe  of; 
he  is  governed  by  the  authority 
that  direifts  the  iilue ;  tliat  is,  either 
by  an  aft  of  parliament,  or  by  the 
king's  warrant  under  the  great  or 
privy  feal ;  and  by  no  other  autho- 
rity than  thefe  can  money  be  ifiued 
out  of  the  exchequer. 

Twice  in  every  year,  after  each 
of  the  iifuable  term.s,  the  auditor  of 
the  receipt  makes  out  a  roll,  called 
the  general  imprell;  roll,  which  con- 
tains all  the  fums  iifued  from  the 
exchequer  upon  account,  during  the 
preceding  half  year,  with  the  names 
of  the  perfons  to  whom,  and  for 
what  fervices,  iiTued.  This  roll  is 
recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the  pells, 
and  tranfmitted  to  the  office  of  the 
king's  remembrancer;  u  mode  of 
proceeding  direiied  by  the-acl  for 
the  better  obfervation  of  tlie  courfe 
anciently  ufed  in  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer. 

About  the  fame  time  that  this 
imprcft  roil  ccmes  to   the    king's 


remembrancer,  the  auditors  of  the 
imprell  make  out  and  fend  to  him 
a  certificate  of  the  accounts  depend- 
ing in  their  oihce  :  by  thefe  means 
the  king's  remembrancer  has  eveiy 
half  year  full  information  to  regu- 
late his  prcceedings ;  the  general 
imprell  roll  tells  him  what  perfons 
are  become  accountable,  and  for 
what  fums  ;  and  the  impreft  certi- 
ficate fhews  him  which  of  thofe 
perfons  are  proceeding  to  pafs  their 
accounts,  and  how  far  any  of  them 
have  proceeded  in  pafSng  them. 
This  officer  exercifcs  a  difcreti- 
onary  power,  both  as  to  the  perfons 
againft  whom,  and  the  time  when, 
he  (hall  ifTue  the  dijiringas :  he  pays 
little  attention  to  the  general  im- 
prefl  roll,  for-two  reafons ;  firfi,  be- 
caufe  many  of  the  fums  mentioned 
therein  to  have  been  ifiued  on  ac- 
count, are  neverthelefs  in  their  na- 
ture not  fubjedl,  nor  intended  to  be 
accounted  for  ;  as  falaries,  and  pay- 
ments /or  fmail  fervices  performed. 
And^  fecondly,  becaufe  thofe  fums 
which  are  intended  to  be  accounted 
for,  having  been  iffued  fo  recently 
as  within  the  laft  half  year  only, 
may  not  have  been  applied  to  the 
purpofes  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended, or,  if  they  have,  the  ac- 
countants can  hardly  be  fuppofed  to 
be  ready  with,  and  to  have  prepared 
tlicir  accounts  for  examination,  fo 
foon  after  the  application. 

The  imprePc  certificate  is  thein- 
flrument  by  which  the  king's  re- 
membrancer, in  confultation  with 
the  deputy  auditor  of  the  impreft, 
ii  governed  as  te  the  perfons  againft 
whom  he  fhall  iffue  this  procefs. 
Where  the  accounts  therein  ftated 
appear  to  be  of -very  ancient  date, 
or  depending  and  in  a  train  of  pro- 
fecution,  fuch  accountants  are  not 
put  in  procefs ;  if  the  accounts  are 
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pf  late  date,  and  the  accountants, 
having  had  a  reafonable  time  for 
prepa.ation,  have  taken  no  il  j.  ^  fir 
the  profecu  ion,  a^uiiill  the  t.  t.e 
diftringas  iiiucs. 

All  accouni:  .i.ts,  unlefs  the  place 
of  tneir  abode  is  fpecif-L-d,  are  fup- 
poled  to  refide,  and  inoil  of  the 
great  accountants  do  in  fadt  re- 
fide,  within  the  jurifdiftion  of  the 
iherifFs  of  London  and  MidJle- 
fcx :  to  them,  therefore,  the  dif- 
tringas  againft  thefe  accountants  i!- 
fues.  We  required  from  the  king's 
remembrancer  tiiC  writ  oi  iLjiringas 
that  ifliied  to  thofe  fheriifs  uher  the 
laft  Hilary  term,  with  the  return 
and  fchedules  annexed,  lor  our  in- 
fpedtion  ;  a  copy  of  the  writ  and 
return  is  inferted  in  the  appendix. 

The  fchedules  annexed  to  this 
writ  are  very  numerous;  man/ of 
them  contain  large  fums.  They 
are  of  various  dates ;  and  fome  very 
ancient,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1698.  Each  contains  the  name  of 
the  accountant,  and,  frequently,  the 
fum  for  which  he  is  to  account,  and 
"  the  fervice  for  which  it  was  iifued. 
The  return  of  the  fheriffs  to  the 
writ  before  us  is,  as  to  all  the  ac- 
countants in  the  feveral  fchedules 
thereto  annexed,  indiicriminatelv, 
that  none  of  them  had  any  lands  or 
chattels  in  his  bailiwick  by  which 
he  could  dillrain  them;  nor  were 
they  found  in  the  fame ;  that  is,  in 
the  language  of  ofiice,  a  nichil  re- 
turn, or  nulla  bcna  and  non  eji  in- 
'ventus. 

From  the  information  of  Mr. 
John  Benfon,  ttc  priiicipal  clerk,  in 
the  office  of  the  fherift"  of  Middle- 
fex,  we  learn  the  praftice  of  the 
office  relative  to  this  writ.  It  is 
ufual  not  to  execute  it ;  it  is  a  pro- 
eels  of  courle ;  and  the  return  in- 
dorfed  upon  the  writ  before  us,  is 


the  conftant  regubr  return  upon 
every  one  of  tliele  periodical  writs 
C  *"  t1',7ringas  ad  ccmputundum. 

1  lie  king's  remt-nil-rancer,  after 
it  is  returned  to  hi-,  office,  takes  off 
from  the  bundle  of  Ichedules  the 
returned  writ,  together  with  thofe 
fchedules  in  which  the  purpole  of 
the  dijlringas  has  been  fatisfied,  and 
liles  them  with  the  urit :  the  re- 
mainder of  th?  fchedules,  with  the 
addition  cf  tne  names  and  fchedules 
taken  from  the  iall  impreft;  certifi- 
cate, are  annexed  to  the  renewed 
writ,  and  are  ilTued  again  to  ihe 
IherifF.  Upon  his  appofal  in  the 
court  of  exchequer,  t.ie  rfew  fche* 
dules  arc  read  to  him,  and  he  is 
quelHoned  upen  his  oath  relative  to 
the  execution  of  this  writ  :  his  an- 
fwer  is  ufually  agreeable  to  his  re- 
turn. Sometimes  tne  baron  of  the 
exchequer  before  vsliom  he  is  ap- 
pried,  where  the  particular  cafe 
ftrikes  him,  direds  the  llieriff  to 
return  iiTues  to  a  certain  amount : 
in  that  cafe,  the  llieriff  alters  his 
return,  and  indorfes  'J^pon  the  writ 
the  iiTues  direfted,  which  are  tranf- 
mit'ed  to  tae  pipe  office,  to  be  le- 
vied by  procei  from  thence;  but 
of  this  proceeding  the  inftances  are 
rare,  and  the  officer  of  the  (heriif  of 
Middlefex  recollefts  but  one  in- 
il.ince  in  thirty-three  years,  wliere 
iffues  are  drawn  down  to  the  pipe, 
and  levied. 

Havinq-  thus  examined  into  the 
means  of  compelling  public  ac- 
countants '  to  come  to  an'  account, 
we  proceeded,  in  the  next  place,  to 
the  o'iice  where  thefe  accouiits  are 
audited  ;  that  is,  to  the  office  of  the 
auditors  of  the  impreih  Of  ihe 
conftitudon,  authority,  and  execu- 
tion of  this  office,  we  received  in- 
formation from  John  Bray,  efq.  ktc 
deputy  auditor,  and  from  Charles 
Harri-s 
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Harris,  efq.  one  of  the  prelein  de- 
puty auditors  in  the  olixe  of  lord 
Mount  ituart. 

This  olHce  is  inflituted  for  the 
fole  purpole  of  auditing  and  exa- 
mining the  public  accounts  :  it  is 
executed  by  two  auditor;,  inde- 
pendant  of  each  other ;  each  hav- 
ing a  feparate  and  dillinft  office,  his 
own  deputies,  oihces,  and  clerks. 
He  is  appointed  by  letters  patent. 
Upon  infpecT:ion  of  thoie  by  which 
lord  Sondes  and  lord  Mountiluart 
now  enjoy  this  officf-,  it  appears  that 
he  is  appointed  auditor  of  the  prell 
or  impreft>  and  foreign  accounts,  to 
execute  the  office  by  iiiinfelf,  or  his 
deputy  or  deputies,  during  his  good 
behaviour.  The  power  therein  de- 
legated to  him  is,  to  audit  and  de- 
termine, with  the  advice,  authority, 
2Sii  confent  of  the  commiffioners  of 
the  treafury  and  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  the  accounts  and  views 
of  accounts  of  feveral  officers  and 
duties  therein  particularly  fpecified, 
and,  in  general,  of  all  perfons  being- 
accountable  ft'/  any  fums  of  money 
received  by  the  name  of  impreil 
from  the  king,  or  any  other  perfon 
in  his  name,  and  to  be  applied  about 
the  affairs  of  the  king  :  it  is  con- 
fined to  the  examination  of  the  ac- 
counts ;  lie  has  no  power  to  bring 
the  accountants  before  him  ;  if  not 
compelled  by  the  exchequer  pro- 
celo,  they  come  at  their  own  plea- 
sure only.  By  the  general  imprert 
reli  from  the  exchequer  every  half 
5-ear,  he  learns  who  are  become  ac- 
countable, and  for  what  fums  iifued 
from  thence.  The  yearly  accounts 
of  fome,  and  the  final  accounts  of 
other  of  the  great  accountants,  in- 
form him  of  the  infupers  or  fub-ac- 
countants ;  but  in  the  impreft  cer- 
tificate, which  he  tranfmits  every 
half  yezT   to    tiie    king's    remem- 


brancer, he  inferts  thofe  account- 
ants only  whofc  accounts  are  then 
depending  ;  and,  when  once  infert- 
ed,  he  has  no  authority  to  leave 
them  out  ;  th.  ir  names  mull  remain 
upon  all  fubfequent  certificates,  un- 
til their  accounts  are  paiTed ;  and 
from  thence  it  arifes  that  accounts 
of  a  very  ancient  date,  debts  ob- 
folete  and  defperate,  conflantly  ap- 
pear upon  thele  certificates. 

The  accounts  audited  in  this  of-^ 
fice  are  of  two  kinds ;  ordinary,  and 
extraordinary.  Tlie  ordinary  ac- 
counts are  prepared,  made  up,  and 
prefented  to  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
fury for  declaration,  by  virtue  of 
the  authority  veiled  in  the  auditor 
by  the  letters  patent.  The  extra- 
ordinary accounts  are  prepared, 
made  up,  and  prefented  for  dtcla- 
ration,  in  purluance  of  a  fpecial 
■warrant  obtained  for  that  purpofe, 
either  from  the  king  or  from  the 
treafury :  previous  to  the  applica- 
tion for  this  warrant,  the  auditor 
examines  the  account  and  vouchers, 
makes  up  a  Hate  of  it,  and  pre- 
fents  it  to  the  treafury  for  their 
approbation  and  allowance.  In 
confequence  of  fuch  allowance,  a 
warrant  is  procured  ;  which  directs 
the  auditor  to  prepare,  make  up, 
and  prefent  for  declaration,  the  ac- 
count, conformably  to  the  Hate  of 
it  fo  approved  of  and  allowed. 
Which  of  thefe  extraordinary  ac- 
counts require  the  king's,  and 
'.\  hich  a  treafury  warrant,  does  not 
fcem  to  be  afcertaincd  by  any 
known  diilinftion;  the  auditor  is 
taught'  by  the  uiage  of  of.ice  only, 
which  he  is  to  apply  for.  The  ac- 
counts of  governors  and  quarter 
mafters  general  are  paiTed  by  the 
king's  warrant ;  the  accounts  of 
contraiTtors  by  a  treafury  wavrant. 

Soiue  of  tlie  accouius  are  yniioaJ, 

and 
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ar.d  have  a  continuance;  as  thofe 
of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and 
paymafter  general  of  the  forces; 
fuch  accounts  are  ufually  pafl'eJ,  a 
year's  account  aliernntc'y  in  each 
ofiice ;  other  accounts  ai-e  carried, 
at  the  option  of  the  accountant,  to 
which  of  the  tuo  offices  he  chufes; 
but  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  lords 
of  the  treafury  to  d'recl  an  account 
to  be  audited  in  eicher  office;  and 
there  are  fome  accounts,  fuch  as 
thofe  of  the  bank  and  South  Sea 
company,  which  are  audited  by 
both  officers  jointly. 

Having  thus  obtained  a  general 
knowledge  of  die  mode  of  tranfacl- 
iiig  the  bufinefs  of  this  office,  we 
proceeded  to  inquire  into  the  ap- 
plication of  theie  general  rales  to 
the  auditing  and  paiung  the  parti- 
cular accounts. 

We  began  this  inquiry  in  the 
fanie  order  in  which  we  had  ex- 
amined into  the  offices  tliemfelves  ; 
that  is,  lirft  with  the  accounts  of  the 
treafurer  of  the  navy.  We  required 
from  the  auditors  of  the  impreft 
the  laft  declared  account  of  a  trea- 
furer of  the  navy,  with  the  ledgers, 
charge,  difcharge,  and  other  mate- 
rials from  which  that  account  was 
made  out.  The  account  tranfmit- 
tcd  to  us  purfuant  to  this  requifi- 
tion,  was  that  of  the  late  George 
Gienvillc,  for  one  year,  ending  the 
31ft  of  December  1759,  with  three 
folio  ledgers,  and  other  detached 
papers ;  comprehending  the  total 
charge  upon  him  for  that  year,  his 
total  difcharge,  and  two  abilrads. 

The  charge  confifts  of  two  parts ; 
the  impreft  roll,  and  the  voluntary 
charge.  The  impreft  roll  contains 
9II  the  fums  imprcfted  to  him  from 
the  exchequer  during  the  period  of 
his  account ;  and  is  produced  by  the 
treafurer  to  the  auaitor  a*  h;s  proof 


for  that  charge.  The  voluntary 
charge  contains  all  the  fums  received 
by  him  during  tli£  fame  time  upon 
other  accounts,  and  deductions 
made  by  him  in  his  payments;  that 
is  to  fay,  imprefts  of  former  trca- 
furcrs  cleared  by  him,  money  arif- 
ing  from  the  fale  of  old  navy  and 
viclualling  ftores  and  decayed  pro- 
vifions,  abatements  from  bills,  ar.d 
from  (hip,  yard,  and  fick  and  hurt 
books,  from  half-pay  lills,  and  Chat- 
ham cheft. 

The  difcharge  coafifts  of  entriPs 
of  the  fc^liovving  articles:  ail  the 
bills  p.->id  by  him  in  the  year  1759, 
for  the  ordinary  and  extraordin;.iy 
navy  fervices,  for  the  fick  and  hiirr, 
and  for  the  victualling  fervice :  they 
are  numbered,  and  entered  as  paid, 
either  on  tiie  i.^.th  or  on  the  laft 
day  of  every  month,  thcfe  two  be- 
ing the  periods  on  which  the  trea- 
furer certifies  his  receipts  and  pay- 
ments to  the  navy  and  vlvilualling 
boards.  The  number  of  the  navy 
bills  in  this  year's  account,  is  5,052; 
of  the  victualling,  3,348;  and  of 
the  fick  an«»  hurt,  1,040;  together, 
9,440  bills ; — entries  of  the  extra 
payments,  with  the  receipts  for 
them  annexed,  being  12  in  num- 
ber;—  entries  of  the  payment  of 
244  fhips  books  made  up  as  paid  in 
that  year;  each  entry  is  the  fum 
total  of  the  wages  of  the  mafter, 
officers,  and  mariners,  during  their 
fervice  on  board  that  faip,  for  a 
certain  ftated  period,  referring  to 
that  Ihip's  book  remaining  in  the 
navy  office; — entries  of  the  total 
fums  paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  cheque, 
officers,  and  men,  employed  in  each 
yard,  tor  their  wages  during  a  cer- 
tain ftated  period ;  and  of  Uie  totnl 
fums  paid  to  the  hcfpital  ^'ips, 
and  for  fick  quarters,  referring  to 
books;  and  for  the  lulf-jray,  refer- 
ring 
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ring  to  llib ;  all   remaining  in  the 
Hs.vy  office. 

The  two  abftraifls  are,  the  navy, 
and  the  viftnalling.  The  navy  ab- 
ftraifl  js  an  index,  in  which  all  the 
bills  are  entered  under  general 
heads,  ranged  alphabetically,  ex- 
prcffing,  for  the  moft  part,  either 
the  fervices,  or  the  rpccies  of  Itores 
or  materials,  which  is  the  fubjeft 
matter  of  the  paymeiit.  Each  en- 
try contains  the  fum,  and  the  per- 
fon  to  whom  paid ;  and  the  pay- 
ments under  each  head  are  call  up 
to  a  total.  It  contains  alio  the 
fums  paid  for  the  fick  and  hurt, 
extra  payments,  and  on  the  Ihip, 
yard,  hofpital,  and  fick  quarters 
books,  and  on"  the  half-pay  lift. 
To  this  is  prefixed  an  alphabetical 
iodex  of  all  the  heads,  with  their 
feveral  totals,  call:  up  into  one 
fum ;  this  is  called  the  abllrad  ab- 
ihacted. 

The  other  abflraft  contains  the 
vidlualling  payments,  digefted  and 
ranged  in  a  metlwd  fimilar  to  that 
of  the  navy  abflratfi.  Thefe  ma- 
terials, colleded  together,  form  a 
complete  ledger  of  a  year's  accoiiRt 
of  a  treafurer  of  the  navy:  f;om 
them  is  compofed.  the  fo.nnal  ac- 
count, which  pafics  through  various 
offices,  and  to  a  flate  of  which  the 
treafur.r  fwears. 

Seftions  of  the  ledgers,  and  the 
other  papers,  are  fent,  from  time 
to  time,  from  the  pay  office  of  the 
navy  to  the  office  of  the  auditor  cf 
the  impreit ;  but  none  of  the  vouch- 
ers for  the  entries  are  fent  with 
them  (except  the  receipts  for  the 
extra  paym.ents,  wliich  are  very 
few)  ;  nor  does  the  auditor  infpect 
any  of  thefe  vouchers ;  he  allows 
the  payments  upon  a  different 
ground.  The  lart:  page  of  tiie  vo- 
luntary charge,  and  every  page  of 
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the  IcJcrers,  v^ hlch  contain  the  eri'" 
tries  of  the  navy,  vidua'.ling,  and 
fick  and  hurt  bills,  or  the  lall  page, 
where  the  entrv  of  a  bill  takes  up 
more  pages  than  one;  every  page 
cont;nning  the  payments  on  the 
fhip,  yard,  hofpital,  and  fick  quar- 
ters books,  and  on  the  half-pay 
lill,  is  figned  at  the  bottom  by  three 
commillloners  of  the  navy.  Upon 
the  audiority  of  thefe  fignatures^ 
the  auditor  s-lov/s  the  voluntary 
charge,  and  all  the  paym.ents,  with- 
out the  produdlion  of  any  of  the: 
vouchers  :  he  does  this  in  purfuance 
of  a  writ  of  privy  Ral,  which  every 
treafurer  of  the  navy  procures  foon 
after  his  appointm.ent,  and  v/hich 
directs  the  commiffioners  of  the 
navy,  in  the  firli  place,  to  examine 
the  ledger  books  of  accounts  of 
the  treafurer,  and  three  of  them  to 
fign  every  page,  and  orders  that 
thefe  books,  (o  fubfcribed,  fhall  be 
taken  and  allowed  a  fufficient  w  ar- 
rant and  voucher  to  the  auditors^ 
and  all  other  officers  of  the  ex- 
chequer, to  give  full  allowance  of 
the  payments  tiierein  mentioned  to, 
be  made.  Hence  the  ledger  alone^ 
thus  fubfcribed,  becomxs  the  fole 
voucher  for  every  payment  therein 
contained ;  and  the  only,  or  at  leaft 
tiie  principal,  bufmefs  of  the  audi- 
tor, is  to  prepare  and  reduce  the 
iiccount  into  the  official  form ;  which 
he  does  in  the  following  manner: 

The  feiflions  and  abibafts  are 
generally  proceeded  upon  as  foon 
as  they  are  received  in  the  office. 
The  auditor  compares  the  entry  of 
each  article  in  the  feclion  with  the 
entry  in  the  abftrad; ;  and  where 
the  bill  involves  a  calculation,  or 
confiUs  of  manv  articles,  he  ex- 
amines the  computation,  and  calls 
up  the  articles.  Where  the  fame 
perfon  has  received  fums  aj  differ- 
ent 
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ent  times,  for  the  fame  fervice, 
thefe  fums  are  entered  in  the  ledger 
at  the  times  they  were  feverally 
paid ;  but  the  auditor  alters  the 
difpofition  of  tJiem  ;  he  colledts 
them  all  together,  and  is  thereby 
enabled  to  check  the  ledger  en- 
tries, and  to  deleft  over-payments  : 
being  poirelfed  of  the  warrants  and 
r^eceipts  for  the  extra  payments,  he 
examines  thofe  entries  with  the 
vouchers  themfclves,  and  cafts  up 
the  totals  under  each  head  in  the 
abl^racls. 

x^fter  he  has  received  all  the 
materials  from  the  pay  office, 
the  official  account  is  compiled, 
and  reduced  to  the  following 
form:  —  the  firft  divifion  is  the 
charge  ;  which  comprehends  the  ar- 
rears dus  from  the  treafurer  on  the 
foot  of  his  lart  account,  the  money 
imprefted  to  him  from  the  exche- 
quer, and  his  voluntary  charge. 
The  imprell:  part  is  an  Englifh 
tranflationofthe  imprell  roll  (which 
is  in  Latin)  but  regaining  the  Latin 
names  of  the  terms  in  which  the 
fums  were  ifiaed.  The  firft  part  of 
the  voluntary  charge  confifts  of  im- 
prefti  in  former  treafurerfhips,  clear- 
ed in  the  time  of  this  account.  The 
auditor  ranges  the  articles  under 
this  head  in  the  account  in  a  man- 
ner different  from  that  in  the  ledger. 
In  the  latter,  they  are  entered  in 
the  order  of  time  in  which  the  im- 
prefts  are  brougiit  to  the  office  to 
be  cleared ;  but  the  auditor  tranf- 
pofes  them  into  the  order  of  time 
in  which  the  original  bills  iffued. 
By  this  arrangement  he  can  ref.^r 
more  eafily  to  the  infuper  lift  in  the 
final  account  of  that  treafurer  who 
iffued  them,  in  order  to  mark  them 
off  as  cleared.  The  other  parts  of 
the  voluntary  charge  are  copied 
from  the  abftrad,  and  confift  of  the 


total  fums  only,  paid  «nder  the 
feveral  heads.  This  comprehends 
the  whole  charge,  unlefs  errors  la 
the  account  afford  matter  of  fur- 
charge. 

The  other  divifion  of  the  ac- 
count is  the  difchnrge.  Of  this 
th»  greateft  part  is  taken  from  the 
abftraft  abftracted.  The  heads  are 
copied  into  the  account,  with  the 
total  fum  paid  for  each  head,  no:  the 
par dcular  ardcles  cornpofing  that  to- 
tal,excent  in  the  following  inftancc:;. 
Inthena\»ydifcharge— bounties  dif- 
burfements,  extra  payments,  pc-n- 
fions,  falaries,  fick  and  hurt  p:.y- 
mencs,{l-iipsbooks,  rent, and  rewards. 
In  the  viftualling  difcharge — extra 
payments,  falaries,  rent,  and  v.ork- 
manfhip.  Of  thefe  heads  it  has 
been  the  ufage  of  office  to  enter 
upon  the  account  cacii  particular 
article  ;  and  for  this  reafon  ;  it  ena- 
bles the  auditor  to  refer  with  great- 
er facility  to  former  accounts,  and 
guard  agalnft  a  fecond  credit  of  the 
fame  payment.  He  does  not  range  the 
articles  under  each  head  exaftly  in 
tlie  order  they  ftand  in  the  abftraft  ; 
he  difpofes  them  as  beft  fuits  his 
own  ideas  and  convenience.  The 
fees  for  paffing  the  account,  and  the 
balance  due  from  the  treafurer, 
conclude  the  account  of  the  year; 
unlefs  it  be  his  final  account,  and 
then  the  voluntary  charge  contains 
feveral  other  articles  of  a  fimilar 
kind,  copied  into  the  account  in 
like  manner  with  the  reft ;  and 
there  is  alfo  added  at  the  end  a 
lift  of  the  infupers,  that  is,  of  tliofe 
perfons  to  whom  fums  have  been 
iffued  upoa  account,  but  which  have 
not  been  cleared  during  the  time 
of  the  treafurerftiip,  with  the  fum^ 
and  dates  of  the  impreft  bills.  The 
treafurer  has  no  credit  in  his  an- 
nual account  for  the  fums  LTiprefted 

and 
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and  net  cleared  by  him  in  each 
year;  they  are  referved  for,  and 
entcri^d  in,  his  finrJ  account,  where 
he  has  credit  for  them  all,  and  the 
xefponfibllity  is  transferred  to  the 
perions  themfelves  who  have  re- 
ceived the  fums,  and  they  are  re- 
turned accoonta'-.Ie.  This  lili:,  in  a 
long  treafurerihip,  fwclls  to  a  great 
fize;  it  is  tranfmitted  from  the  pay 
office  cf  the  navy,  figned  by  three 
commifTioners,  and  admitted  upon 
the  authority  of  that  fignature.  The 
names  on  the  tranfmitted  lift  are 
entered  in  the  order  of  time  in 
which  tjie  imprell  bills  were  paid  ; 
but  they  are  tranfpofed  upon  the 
account  into  an  alphabetical  order, 
for  two  rcafons;  that  all  the  fums 
imprefted  to  the  fame  perfon  may 
he  brought  together ;  and,  that  each 
article  may  be  the  more  eafily  found 
hereafter,  to  be  marked  in  the  mar- 
gin, when  it  is  cleared  in  a  fubfe- 
quent  account :  but  in  the  final  ac- 
counts that  are  now  making  up  in  the 
treafurer's  office,  the  mode  of  rang- 
ing the  names  of  the  infupers  alpha- 
betically is  adopted.  The  laft  ftep 
is,  comparing  the  balance  ftated  by 
the  auditor  with  the  balance  of  the 
treafurer;  and,  if  it  agrees,  the  ac- 
count is  completed.  A  Hiort  Itate 
of  this  account  is  drawn  up  in  the 
auditors  office;  this  itate  the  ac- 
countant fwears  to,  or,  if  a  peer, 
atterts,  before  the  barons  of  the  ex- 
chequer, or  commiffioners  appoint- 
ed by  them.  The  total  charge 
upon  Mr.  Grenville  in  this  account, 
for  the  year  1759,  is  6,674,2:6 /. ; 
the  total  difcharge,  4,555,105/. 

Of  every  account  two  parts  are 
made  out  in  the  auditors  office  ;  the 
one  on  paper,  called  The  Declared 
Account,  or  Declaration;  the  o- 
ther  on  parchment,  called  empha- 
tically The  Account;  both  of  them 
are   (igned   by    the   deputy    audi- 


tors, prefented  to  the  lords  of  the 
treafury  for  declaration,  figned  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  by 
two  other  lords  of  the  treafury,  and 
by  the  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer. 
The  declaration  is  preferved  in  the 
auditors  office ;  and  the  account  is 
carried  to  the  offices  of  the  king's 
remembrancer  and  of  the  lord  trea- 
furer's remembrancer,  and  then  to 
the  pipe ;  where  it  remains,  and  from 
v/hence  the  treafurer  receives  his 
quietus. 

Such  is  the  progrcfs  of  an  ac- 
count of  a  treafurer  of  the  navy 
through  the  office  of  the  auditors  of 
the  impreft. 

As  none  of  the  vouchers,  except 
thofe  for  the  extra  payments,  are 
produced  to  the  auditor,  but  he  re- 
lies for  the  exiftence,  as  well  as  for 
the  truth  of  them,  upon  the  fub- 
fcription  of  the  three  commiffion- 
ers of  the  navy,  we  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  enquire  what  is  the  ex- 
amination given  in  the  navy  office 
to  thefe  accounts,  that  v/arrants  the 
comm.iffioners  in  ftamping  fo  great 
a  credit  upon  thefe  entries.  To 
this  purpoie  we  examined  the  offi- 
cers who  are  employed  in  thofe 
branches  of  the  navy,  viftualling, 
and  fick  and  hurt  offices,  through 
which  thefe  accounts  pafs. 

In  the  navy  office,  we  examined 
Mr.  Ofborne  Standert,  chief  clerk 
to  the  controller  of  the  accounts  of 
the  treafurer  of  the  navy  in  the 
bill  office,  and  Mr.  William  I'ayn- 
ter,  his  chief  clerk  in  the  ticket 
office ;  Mr.  Benjamin  Holl,  chief 
clerk  to  the  controller  of  the  navy 
in  the  branch  for  the  payment  of 
feamen's  wages,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Davics,  his  chief  clerk  in  the  off.ce 
for  bills  and  accounts ;  Mr.  Robert 
Gregfon,  chief  clerk  to  the  clerk  of 
the  a£ls;  and  Mr.  Jofeph  Poole, 
chief  clerk  to  the  controller  of  the 
vidualling 
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viftualling  accounts.  In  the  vic- 
tualling office,  we  examined  i\'Ir. 
Dcnham  Briggs,  the  accountant  for 
caili;  Mr.  William  Saycr,  chief 
clerk  for  clearing  imprcih  ;  and 
Mr.  John  Smith,  chief  clerk  for 
keeping  the  charge  on  the  treafurer 
of  the  navy :  and  in  the  fick  and 
hurt  office,  Mr.  Nathan  Crow,  cliief 
cleik  to  the  commifTioners,  together 
with  Geo,  Swatheld,  efquirc,  crilliier 
of  the  vidlualling  in  the  office  of  the 
treafurer. — From  them  we  are  fiip- 
plicdwith  the  following  information: 

The  year's  account  of  a  trea- 
furer of  the  navy  is  made  out  in 
the  three  branches  of  his  office,  each 
branch  attending  to  that  pait  of  the 
acco-unt  which  relates  to  its  own 
bufmefs,  and  tranfmitting  it  to  the 
office  of  the  auditors  of  tlie  impreft. 
"^I'he  vouchers  both'  for  the  charge 
and  difcharge,  and  the  entiies  of 
thofe  vouchers  in  the  fedtions,  all 
receive  an  examination,  check,  and 
corredlion,  in  fome  branch  or  other 
of  the  navy,  vidualling,  or  fick  and 
hurt  offices,  previous  to  their  being 
figned  by  the  commiffioners  of  the 
navy,  and  to  the  tranfmiffion  of  the 
feiflions  to  the  office  of  the  au- 
ditor. 

I'he  charge  is  checked  in  the 
following  manner  : — as  to  the  im- 
preft part,  the  exchequer  every 
month, and  the  treafurer  immediate- 
ly after  his  receipt,  tranfmit  to  the 
navy-board  certificates  of  all  the 
fums  imprefted  to  him :  twice  in 
every  month  he  certifies  to  them  all 
his  receipts  and  payments  in  gene- 
ral; the  contents  of  thefe  certifi- 
cates are  entered  in  the  navy  office; 
with  thcfc  entries  his  impreft  charge 
is  compared,  as  well  as  verified  by 
the  impreft  roll  obtained  by  him 
from  the  excliequer. 

As  to  the  other  part,  which  is  the 
Vol.  XXXH. 


voluntary  charge,  much  the  greate/l 
part  of  it  is  direirtcd  into  his  hands 
by  letters  from  either  the  navy  or 
vidualling  boards ;    of  which   let- 
ters  entries   arc  made  in   the    re- 
fpedive  offices ;  and  as  he  receives 
the  fums  mentioned  in  thofe  letters, 
he  inferts  them  in  his  next  certifi-, 
cate;  b.-fides   which,  the  fum.s   re- 
ceived by  him  from  impreib  clear  • 
ed,  and  from  abatements  on  bills  cr 
books,  appear  upon  the  face  of  the 
bills   and    books    themfelves,    and 
every  bill  is  regiftered  in  its  proper 
office.     '1  he  voluntary  charge  con- 
fiih  of  three  parts,    and    is    mads 
cut,  one  part  in  each  branch  of  the 
treafurer's  office.     That  made  out 
in    the    pay   branch,   conlliling    of 
abatements  on  Ihip  and  yard  books, 
and  half-pay  lifts,-  is  checked  and 
examined  in  the  office  of  the  con- 
troller of  the    navy,  by  a  ledger 
kept  there  for  the  fpecial  purpoia 
of  entering  every  one  of  the  arti- 
cles contained  in  that  charge,  and 
which  entries  are  taken   from  ti^e 
books   themfelves,    the  lums   there 
inferted    having    been    calculated, 
examined,  and  compared  in  three 
different  offices.    That  made  out  in 
the  calliier's    branch,  confifting  of 
im.prells  cleared  in  former  treafurer- 
fhips,  abatements  from    bills,  mo- 
ney produced    by  the  flile   of  old 
ftores,  and  received   from  the  flic- 
ceflbr,  is  examined  and  checked  by 
entries  m.ide  of  every  article  that 
compofes  it  in  the  office  of  the  con- 
troller of  the   treafurer's  accounts. 
That  part  made  out  in  the  viftual- 
ling  branch,  confifting  of  imprefts 
cleared,  abatements  from  bills,  fums 
arifing  from  the  fale  of  old  ftores, 
fees  of  oxen,  and  decayed  pruvi- 
fions,  is  examined  with  the  entries 
in  the  ledger,  kept  in  that  branch 
of  the  victualling  office,  fur  keep.* 
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.  ing  the  charge  upon  the  treafurer ; 
in  which  ledger  everv  article  of 
this  charge  is  entered,  either  from 
the  letters  directing  the  payment, 
or  from  the  bills  thenifelves :  a  copy 
of  this  charge  is  figned  by  three 
commiilioners  of  the  vi(!:i;iKilling, 
which  is  the  warrant  for  tiie  figna- 
ture  of  the  three  commiflioners  of 
the  navy,  upon  that  copy  which  is 
fent  to  the  auditors  office. 

The  difcharge  is  checked  in  this 
manner: — every  bill  paid  by  the 
treafurer  is  made  out  in  fome 
branch  or  other  of  the  navy,  vic- 
tualling, or  fick  and  hurt  offices,  or 
in  the  yards  or  out  ports :  if  made 
cut  in  one  of  the  offices,  it  under- 
goes one,  or,  if  neceflary,  more  ex- 
aminations in  that  office  :  if  made 
out  at  the  yards,  it  is  fent  to,  and 
examined  by,  two  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  controller  of  the  navy  : 
if  made  out  at  the  out-ports,  it  is 
fent  to,  and  examined  in,  the  office 
of  the  accountant  for  cafla  in  the 
victualling  office.  All  bills,  whcre- 
ever  made  out,  are  entered  in  re- 
gifters ;  the  navy  bills  in  the  con- 
troller's office;  the  victualling  bills 
in  the  office  of  the  controller  of  the 
vit5tualling  ;  and  the  fick  and  hurt 
bills  in  the  fick  and  hurt  office ; 
and  when  affigned  for  payment, 
they  are  entered  again  in  affigning 
books,  kept  for  thofe  purpofes  in 
the  feveral  offices.  The  treafurer's 
feftions,  with  the  original  bills 
themfelves,  are  fent  to  thefe  feve- 
ral offices,  to  be  compared  and  ex- 
amined with  the  entries  made  in 
their  books :  the  navy  fections  are 
cxaminca  with  the  entries  in  the 
afiigning  book  in  the  office  of 
the  controller 'of  the  treafurer's 
accounts,  and  afierwards  compared 
with  the  original  bills  themfelves ; 
the  victualling  l"6tions  are  exa- 
mined with  the  entriei  in  the  affign- 


ing  book  in  the  office  of  the  con- 
troller of  the  vicftualling  ;  the  fick 
and  hurt  feclions,  with  the  entries 
in  the  affigning  book  in  the  fick 
and  hurt  office,  and  they  are  after- 
wards compared  with  the  original 
b;lls  ill  the  office  of  the  controller 
of  the  treafurer's  accounts. 

For  every  fhip  five  books  are 
made  out,  copies  of  each  other, 
lodged  in  three  different  depart- 
ments of  the  navy  office,  one  in  that 
branch  of  the  office  of  the  controller 
of  the  treafurer's  accounts,  called 
the  ticket  office ;  two  in  the  office 
of  the  controller  of  the  navy,  one 
of  them  for  the  commiffioner  who 
controls  the  payments,  the  other 
for  the  controller's  clerk  who  at- 
tends him ;  and  two  in  the  office  of 
the  treafurer :  this  book  contains 
the  names,  the  times  of  fervice,  and 
the  defalcations,  of  every  perfon 
belonging  to  that  fhip,  together 
with  the  full  and  nett  wages  of  all 
perfons  who  are  paid  upon  that 
book ;  all  thefe  feveral  fums  are 
calculated,  examined,  and  checked, 
both  in  the  ticket  office  and  in  the 
office  of  the  controller  of  the  navy; 
and  the  full  fum  to  be  allowed  the 
treafurer,  for  the  pay  of  that  fhip, 
is  entered  at  the  end  of  the  fhip's 
buok,  and  is  the  fame  fum  in  the 
treafurer's  ledger,  which  he  claims 
to  be  allowed  him  for  the  payment 
of  that  fhip. 

When  a  iTiip  is  paid,  a  commif- 
fioner of  the  navy,  two  clerks  from 
tlie  treafurer's  office,  and  one  from 
each  of  the  controller's  offices,  at- 
tend, each  with  his  book ;  by 
w^hicb  means  they  arc  a  check  upon 
each  other :  three  of  thefe  books 
are  made  up  at  the  fame  time,  and 
compared  together  ;  and  remain  af- 
terwards, one  in  the  offi.ce  of  the 
treafurer,  another  in  that  of  the 
controller,  ajad  the  tliii-d  in  that  of 
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the  controller  of  the  treafurer's  ac- 
counts. The  trcafurcr's  fcftions, 
containing  the  funis  paid  upon  the 
fliJp's  books,  are  taken  fi-om  the  full 
books,  after  they  are  made  up  and 
figned  by  three  commiiBoncrs  of 
the  navy,  and  are  compared,  in  the 
office  of  the  controller  of  the  trea- 
lurer's  accounts,  with  the  fums  en- 
tered upon  the  books  in  that  oihce. 
The  fums  for  the  hofpital,  half- pay, 
and  fick  quarters,  are  likewife  taken 
from,  and  compared  with,  the  full 
books  kept  for  thofe  fervices.  Upon 
a  final  account,  the  infuper  liit  is 
taken  from  the  impreft  ledgers,  one 
kept  in  the  office  of  the  controller 
of  the  treafurer's  accounts,  another 
in  the  office  of  the  controller  of  the 
viftualling  accounts;  and  in  fome 
one  of  which  every  imprcll  bill  is 
entered:  this  lift  is  compared  with 
the  entries  in  thefe  imprcfl  ledgers. 

In  confequence  of  this' examina- 
tion of  the  entries  in  the  treafurer's 
ledger,  with  the  vouchers  for,  and 
entries  of,  the  fame  articles  in  the 
books  of  the  different  branches  of 
the  navy,  vidualling,  and  fick  and 
Jiurt  offices,  the  commiffioners  of  the 
navy  are  authorized  to  give  to  the 
entries  in  that  ledger  a  credit  equal 
to  the  credit  of  original  vouchers, 
and  to  give  to  the  treafurer  a  dif- 
penfation  v/ith  the  pioducllon  of 
thofe  originals  in  the  office  where 
he  is  finally  to  pafs  his  accounts. 

The  information  we  have  thus 
colledled,  enables  us  to  form  fome 
judgment -of  the  caufes  of  the  delay 
in  paffing  \;he  accounts  of  the  trea- 
furer of  the  navy,  as  well  as  f.ip- 
plies  us  with  matter  for  reguhiticn, 
worthy,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  fuh- 
mitted  to  the  attention  of  the  legif- 
lature. 

The  caufe  of  delay  that  occurs 
the  firft  in  this  inquiry,  is  the  not 


executing  the  compulfory  procefs 
intended  to  bring  in  perfon  ■  to  ac- 
count. This  is  a  fource  of  delay 
that  extends  to  every  account  fub- 
jpft  to  be  pafied  in  the  auditors 
office, 

A  diflrefs  is  an  ancient  and  legal 
method  of  forcing  a  perfon  to  do 
certain  acls,  which  the  law  requires 
of  him  ;  and  it  is  an  efledlual  me- 
thod ;  for  he  refufes  at  the  peril  of 
forfeiting  to  the  crown  a  part  of 
his  property,  and  if  he  continue* 
refractory,  of  havitig  that  forfeiture 
increafed  till  he  obeys :  but  the 
dij}rmga5  ad  conputandum  is  a  pro- 
cefs utterly  nugatory  ;  it  ifTues  out 
of  mere  form  ;  and,  though  levelled 
at  perfons  who  have  millions  to  ac- 
count for,  it  is  never  executed.  The 
long  ufage  of  office  warrants  the 
ihcrifF  to  give  it  under  his  hand, 
and  to  confirm  it  by  his  oath  ia  the 
court  of  exchequer,  that  die  trea- 
furer of  the  navy  is  not  to  be  found 
either  in  the  city  of  London,  or  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  that 
the  paymaiicr  general  of  the  forces 
has  neither  lands  nor  chattels  in 
either  of  thofe  dill:ricls  by  which 
he  can  be  diftrained. 

So  far  as  the  prefent  fyf^em  of 
paffing  the  public  accounts  fhall  be 
retained,  tlus  procefs  ought  to  be 
made  efi'eftusl :  It  cannot  be  fo  in 
its  prefent  Hate.  The  writ  mufl  be 
diiincumbered  of  that  load  of  old 
and  uielefs  fchedules,  at  prefent  al- 
ways annexed  to  it.  Authority 
fhould  be  given  to  infpefl  aud  fcru- 
tlnize  the  fills  of  perfons,  who  fland 
at  this  time  accountable  to  the  crovva 
for  money  imprefled  or  ilTued  to 
them  on  account,  and  to  diilinruifh 
thofe  who  are  of  ability  and  imc- 
nable,  from  the  infolvcnt  and  thofe 
whole  accounts  are  remote  and  del- 
peratc,  and  who  can  neither  them- 
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felves  nor  their  reprefentativcs  ever 
be  profccuted  with  any  hopes  of 
fuccefs.  The  names  r.nd  fchedules 
of  the  latter  fhould  all  be  t:'.kcn  from 
the  writ;  the  former  only  {hould  be 
annexed ;  and  upon  all  named  in  the 
fchedules  annexed,  the  writ  Ihould 
be  executed,  and  they  fhould  be 
compelled  to  appear  upon  the  re- 
turn, and  give  the  reafons  for  the 
delay  before  the  proper  judges,  the 
barons  of  the  exchequer. 

The  certiiicates  of  the  accounts 
depending  in  the  office  of  the  audi- 
tors of  the  imp  re  ft  require  the  like 
correction.  Public  in'rruments  ihould 
not  be  incumbered  with  ufelefs  mat- 
ter :  notliing  fliould  be  inferted  in 
them  but  what  tends  to  anfvver  the 
purpofe  defigned  by  them ;  but  thefe 
certificates  are  filled  with  Hale  ac- 
counts that  have  been  depending, 
many  of  them,  for  a  century,  the 
accountants  forgotten,  the  line  of 
their  repreientation  not  to  be  traced, 
no^vouchers  to  be  found,  no  velHges 
of  them  whatever  remaining,  fare 
what  are  preferved,  to  no  purpofe, 
in  thefe  inlb-uments;  they  puzzle 
and  confound  the  officers  they  are 
intended  to  inform;  they  engage 
the  time  of  clerks  that  miight  be 
ufefully  employed,  and  for  w^hich 
the  public  pay. 

The  power  of  difcliarging  ac- 
counts of  long  Handing  has  been 
exercifed  by  the  legifiature  for  the 
quiet  of  the  fubjeft.  Jn  the  land 
tax  aft  of  the  year  1759,  all  infu- 
pers  fet  in  the  accoantfi  of  the  re- 
ceivers general  of  the  land  tax  be- 
fore the  year  1746  are  abfolutely 
difcharged. 

Other  delays  arife  in  the  office  of 
the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and  flow 
in  a  great  meafure  from  theprefent 
comlitution  of  that  office.  As  the 
auditor  of  the  impreft  cannot  pafs 
tkc  account  until  he  has  received 


all  the  materials  of  which  it  is  com- 
pofed,  we  required  fiom  him  a  ftate 
of  the  order  of  time  in  which  the 
f^jveral  parts  of  Mr.  Greuville's  ac- 
count for  the  year  1759  were  deli- 
vered into  his  office.     By  this  ftate 
it  appears,  that  the  firil  fections  of 
tliis   year   came   to   the   auditor  in 
IVlay    1763;     that    the    voluntary 
charge,    and    feme    other    papers, 
winch  were  the  parts  of  the  account 
that  came  the  lall,  were  not  received 
until    December     1781  ;    that    is, 
eighteen  years  after  the  fedtions,  and 
near  twenty-two  years  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  year  to  which  the 
account    belongs.       We    required, 
likcwife,  from  the  auditors  a   ftate 
of  the  accounts  of  the  treafurers  of 
the  navy,  now  depending  in  each  of 
their  offices,  with  the  times  when 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  accounts  were 
delivered  in  to  each.     Thefe  ftates 
fhew,   that    the    accounts    for    the 
two  next  lucceeding    years,    1760 
and    1 76 1,   are  ready  for  declara- 
tion; that  the  accounts   of  none  of 
the  fubfequent  years  are  complete 
in    the  office,  little  more  than  the 
navy  and  viftualling  feftions  of  thefe 
years  having  been  as  yet  received 
from  the  treafurer's  office. 

One  of  the  principal  caufes 
afligned  for  this  delay,  and  the  only 
one  that  feenis  to  have  a  foundatlen, 
is  ftated  in  our  third  report;  it  is 
■  the  neceffity  of  keeping  open  the 
fliips  books  for  many  years,  even 
after  the  treafurer,  in  whofe  time 
th.-y  were  firll  opened,  is  out  of  of- 
fice, for  the  purpofe  of  compleating 
the  payments  upon  each  book,  that 
fuch  treafurer  m:-'.y  have  his  proper 
voucher  for  the  payment  of  each 
fhip,  and  to  prevent  the  difficulty 
that  would  arife  in  dlftinguiihing 
the  payments  by  each,  if  the  lame 
book  was  paid  upon  by  more  trea- 
furers than  one. 

Keeping 
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Keeping  open  the  fhlp's  books  To 
long,  beiiijes  the  djluy  it  occafions 
■in  the  accounts,  is  pregnant  wiili  lo 
many  inconveniences  l)oth  to  the 
officer  and  the  office,  thru  the  cor- 
reftion  of  this  defect  isun  objeift 
worth  atrcmptino-. 

The  diriiculty  lies  in  the  payment 
upon  recalls ;  that  is,  of  thofe  per- 
fons  who  remain  upon  a  boclc  un- 
paid after  the  day  of  paymcr.t.  A 
ihip  is  fiid  emphatically  to  be  paid, 
upon  that  day  in  which  that  fhip's 
book  is  firil  opened  for  payment, 
except  where  one  perfon  only  upon 
a  ihip's  book  is  paid  upon  a  certain 
day,  in  order  to  put  that  fhip  out  of 
commifiion  ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  pay- 
ments within  the  month  after,  are 
confidered  not  as  recalls,  but  as 
payments  on  the  pay  day.  AH  pay- 
ments made  fubfequent  to  thnt  day, 
and  before  the  book  is  made  up, 
are  payments  upon  recalls,  nnd  are 
now  made  by  or  upon  the  book  it- 
felf,  and  by  the  trcafurer  in  whofe 
treafurerlliip  the  book  was  firft 
opened  for  payment,  whether  he  is 
in  or  out  of  office.  If  a  method  om 
be  devifed  of  paying  thofe  after- 
claimants  by  the  treafurcr  in  office, 
and  otheruife  than  by  the  fliip's 
book,  without  delaying  or  dillurb- 
ing  the  pay  of  the  fcamen,  or  con- 
founding the  accounts  of  the  trea- 
furera,  the  fhip's  boiiks  may  then  be 
clofed  at  any  time,  and  this  dirii- 
culty will  he  removed. 

]n  order  to  difcover  fuch  a  me- 
thod, it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
examine  minutely  into  the  manner 
in  which  this  branch  of  the  bufinefs 
is  now  conduced  in  the  pay  otRce 
of  the  navy ;  and  u  ith  this  know- 
ledge we  are  furniOied  by  Mr.  A- 
dam  Jellicoe,  chief  clerk  in  the  pay 
branch  in  the  office  of  the  trcafurer 
of  the   navy;   Mr.    Joha   Hunter, 


who  has  long  been  employed  in  the 
offiCe  of  the  controller  of  tlie  trea- 
Vaicr's  accounts  at  Portfmouth, 
where  by  far  the  greatefl  number 
of  the  fhips  and  recalls  are  paid  ; 
Mr.  Edward  Falkingham,  a  cleric 
in  that  branch  of  the  office  of  the 
controller  of  the  navv  that  relates 
to  the  payment  of  feamen's  wages; 
and  by  Mr.  William  Paynter,  the 
chief  clerk  in  the  ticket  office. 

A  (hip's  book,  with  its  four  co- 
pies, is  made  out  in  the  (liip;  it 
contains  the  names,  and  certain  ne- 
cefiary  circumftances,  of  all  the  per- 
fons  entitled  to  v>ages  in  that  ihip ; 
the  two  oppofite  pages  are  divided 
into  a  variety  of  colunms,  with  a 
title  at  the  top  of  each  column ; 
eighteen  of  thefe  columns  are  for 
defalcations,  that  is,  deductions  or 
abatements  that  are  to  be  marie  cut 
of  their  wages  at  the  tiir.e  of  pav- 
ment :  four  of  thefe  are  conilant, 
certain  dedudions ;  they  are  intiti}- 
led,  the  chert,  the  hofpital,  the  three 
pence  in  the  pound, and,  the  ma- 
rine Itoppages.  The  other  fourteen 
are  cafual.  The  v.'ages  of  an  able 
feaman  are  twenty-fonr  Ihillings  a 
month:  this  is  part  of  the  four 
pounds  fcr  man  />er  month,  voted 
annually  by  parliament  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  feamen  :  from 
this  fum  of  twenty-four  iliillings, 
and  from  the  monthly  wages  of 
every  warrant  and  petty  officer, 
there  are  two  conllant  dedudions  ; 
one  fliilling  for  the  chell,  and  lix- 
percc  for  the  hofpiial.  The  one 
IhiUing  is  divided  into  three  parts, 
for  three  different  purpofes ;  fj.v- 
pence  of  it  is  paid  to  the  chelt  at 
Chatham,  for  the  fupport  of  hurt 
and  difabkd  feamen;  four-pence 
is  paid  to  the  chaplain;  9nd  two- 
pence to  the  fuigcon.  The  fix- 
pcnce  is  applied  to  tjie  fnppcrt  of 
[^'3]  Greenwich 
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Greenwich  hofpital ;  and  the  month- 
ly pay  cf  the  commiiTioned  oiHcers 

is  alio  fubjeifl  to  the  fame  deduc- 
tion. The  three -pence  in  the  pound 
is  a  dedudion  from  the  pay  of  all 
commiflioned  and  warrant  officers, 
for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  wi- 
dows penfions.  The  marine  ftop- 
pages  are^  one-penny  a  week  from 
the  wages  of  the  private  men,  three 
half-pence  of  the  corporal  and 
drummer,  and  two-pence  of  the  fer- 
jeant,  applicable  to  the  fame  boun- 
ty. The  cafual  deductions  are  ei- 
ther for  articles  fupplied  to  them, 
which  they  are  to  pay  for  out  cf 
their  wages ;  or  for  wages  that  have 
been  advanced  to  them,  or  remit- 
ted by  their  order ;  or  certain 
mulfts  incurred  by  them. 

The  fliip's  book,  being  formed 
with  thefe  divifions,  is  fent,  with 
the  four  copies,  from  the  fhip  to  the 
pay  offic2  of  the  navy  at  that  port 
where  the  fhip  is  to  be  paid,  with 
all  the  columns  filled  up  except  the 
eight  following ;  the  cheft,  the  hof- 
pital, the  three-pence  in  the  pound, 
the  marine  lloppages,  the  full  and 
rett  w^ages,  the  fums  remitted  at 
the  pay  of  the  fhip,  and,  ncglecl. 
The  firfi:  fix,  depending  upon  the 
time  of  the  fervice  of  each  perfbn, 
cannot  be  filled  up  until  that  time 
is  fully  ascertained  by  examination, 
on  the  day  of  payment ;  nei'her  can 

,  the  next,  as  being  a  tranfaftion  upon 
thi.t  day.  The  column  of  negled, 
which  contains  the  multts  and  fines, 
is  filled  up  feme  time  before  the 
payment. 

The  officers  and  feamen,  entitled 
to  wages  upon  any  fnip's  book,  may 
be  paid,  either  before  the  pay  day 
of  that  fliip,  or  upon  that  day,  or 
between  the  pay  day  and  the  mak- 
ing up  of  the  book,  or  after  the 
book  is  made  up :  each  of  thefe 
tir.ics  of  payment  is  attended  with 


fome  difference  in  the  mode.  The 
payments  on  the  pay  day  are  made, 
and  payments  upon  recalls,  that  is, 
between  the  pay  day  and  the  mak- 
ing up  of  the  books,  are  either  made 
or  let  oft  upon  the  fhip's  book  it- 
felf;  all  the  circumftances  of  each 
payment  being  there  entered,  that 
book  becomes  the  evidence  of  fuch 
payments:  but  payments  made,  ei- 
ther previous  to  the  pay  day,  or 
fubfcquent  to  the  making  up  of  the 
books,  are  not  made  upon  the 
books,  but  upon  lifts,  or  by  tick- 
ets, v/hich  lifts  or  tickets  contain 
all  the  circumftances,  and  are  the 
evidence  of  fuch  payments. 

A  payment  upon  the  pay  day, 
which  is  generally  the  principal 
payment,  is  in  this  m.anner  :— The 
full  wages  of  each  perfisn  applying 
are  calculated,  and  entered  in  the 
full  column ;  the  open  columns  of 
defalcations  are  filled  up:  the  total 
of  his  defalcations,  both  certain  and 
cafual,  being  caft  up,  and  deduced 
from  his  full  wages,  leaves  the  nett 
wages ;  which  are  paid  to  him,  and 
entered  in  the  proper  column.  No 
date  is  fet  in  the  book  againft  the 
names  of  the  perfons  who  are  paid 
upon  this  day;  but  the  indorfement 
of  the  day  upon  the  book,  ferves 
for  the  date  of  all  thoie  payments: 
after  that  day,  the  book,  at  what- 
ever port  it  may  be,  remains  in  the 
pay  olhce  there,  until  it  is  final- 
ly clofed,  for  the  purpofe  of  pay- 
ing upon  recalls ;  vs-hich  is  done 
in  the  following  manner : 

A  lift  of  the  claimants  entitled  to 
wages  frcm  fhips  that  have  been 
paid,  is  feiit  from  the  fliip  where 
they  are  on  board,  to  the  pay  office 
at  the  port;  this  liil:  is  exam.ined 
with  the  fhip's  books  that  are  in  the 
office;  and  the  perfons  upon  the 
lift  who  can  be  paid,  are  diftinguifh- 
ed  from  thofe  who  cannot.  The 
current 
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turrent  number  in  the  fliip's  book 
is  entered  upon  thelifi,  oppofite  the 
name  of  the  perfon,  that  he  may  be 
the  more  eafily  found  upon  the 
book  when  he  comes  to  be  paid. 
The  lill,  thus  correfted,  is  returned 
to  the  captain  :  who  fends  on  fliore, 
under  the  care  of  a  commillioned 
officer,  thofc  men  who  appear  upon 
the  lill  entitled  to  receive  their  wa- 
ges :  they  are  paid  each  upon  the 
book  of  that  fliip  to  which  he  be- 
longed, and  the  date  of  the  day  he 
is  paid  upon  is  fct  oppolite  to  his 
name. 

Where  the  lift  contains  the  names 
of  men  belonging  to  Ihips  whofe 
books  are  not  at  that  port,  the  pay 
clerks  apply  to  the  pay  officers  of 
thofe  ports  where  the  books  are,  for 
extrafts  ;  that  is,  for  copies  of  the 
entries  relative  to  thofe  men,  in  the 
books  from  which  they  federally 
claim  their  wages :  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  thefe  extrads,  the  lill  is 
corrected  by  them,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  inform  the  captain  which 
of  thofe  men  he  may  fend  to  be 
paid  ;  and,  that  thefe  payments  may 
be  fet  off  upon  the  proper  fhip's 
books,  the  account  of  the  extrafts, 
that  is,  of  the  men  thus  paid,  is  fent 
every  quarter  to  the  ieveral  ports. 

In  payments  by  liils,  either  pre- 
vious to  the  pay  day  of  the  fhip, 
or  after  the  fhip's  book  is  made  up, 
or  by  tickets,  the  name,  time  offer- 
vice,  defalcations,  and  other  cir- 
cumflances  of  each  perfon,  are  tran- 
fcribed  from  the  book  of  that  fhip 
from  which  he  claims  his  wages, 
into  the  lill  or  ticket.  Each  entry 
is  an  exaft  copy  of  the  entry  rela- 
tive to  the  fame  perfon  in  the  lliip's 
book  ;  and  it  mull  be  fo ;  for  other- 
wife  the  remaining  defalcations,  and 
the  full  and  nett  wage..,  could  not 
be  calculated.     After  this  is  dons. 


where  the  payment  is  by  lill,  pre- 
vious to  the  payment  of  the  iliip,  or 
by  ticket,  the  wages  are  calculated; 
the  open  columns  all  filled  \ip;  and 
if  by  fill,  the  nett  wages  are  paid  ; 
or  if  by  ticket,  that  ticket  is  aUign- 
ed  upon  the  treafurer  for  payment 
of  the  nett  fum  therein  mentioned; 
and  in  both  thcle  modes,  to  pre\ent 
double  payments,  the  flap's  book  ii 
marked,  oppofite  the  name  of  each 
perfon,  in  what  manner  paid,  and 
by  what  treaiurer. 

A  payment,  fubfequent  to  the 
making  up  of  the  fhip's  book,  is 
made  upon  a  lifl  of  arrears,  that  is, 
a  book  that  contains  the  name  of 
each  fhip,  and  the  names  and  cir- 
cumlrances,  extradled  from  the  fe- 
veral  Ihips  books,  of  all  perfons 
paid  after  the  books  on  which  thev 
claim  wages  have  been  made  up  and 
finally  doled.  All  fhips  books  are 
at  prefent  made  up  and  remain  af- 
terwards at  the  navy  olHce  in  Lon- 
don. A  claimant  upon  luch  books 
mull  firlt  apply  for  his  wages  to  the 
navy  board  :  they  refer  to  the  fliip's 
book  lodged  in  the  ticket  oilice ; 
and  if  he  appears  to  be  entitled, 
taey  order  him  to  be  entered  and 
paid  upon  the  lill  of  arrears,  and 
his  name  is  marked  upon  the  fhip's 
book  as  paid  in  that  manner,  and 
by  what  tr.:afurer. 

Thefe  diiTerent  modes  of  payment 
varv  the  vouchers  of  the  tre.ifurer. 
The  previous  lifl  or  ticket  is  a 
voucher  for  the  total  of  the  nett 
fums  contained  in  the  lill,  or  for  the 
fmgle  nett  fum  in  the  ticket,  for 
that  treafurer  who  pays  it,  whether 
he  continues  in  ofHcc  long  enough, 
or  not,  to  pay  the  book  from  whence 
the  lill;  or  ticket  is  extraiflcd. 

When  a  book  is  finally  made  up, 

the  defalcations  oppoiiie  the  names 

of  thofe  perfons,  who   have    been 

[2'  4]  ijaid. 
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paid,  either  by  previous  lifts  or 
tickets,  and  of  thoib  wl.o  remain  un- 
paid, are  entered  in  the  proper  co- 
lumns. The  defalcations  of  each 
are  cafl  u;j,  and  the  total  entered  in 
the  column  of  full  wages.  Every 
column  is  call  up  to  a  total,  and  tlie 
trcafurer,  whofe  book  it  is,  is  allow- 
ed, and  that  book  fo  filled  up  is  his 
voucher,  for  the  total  fum  in  the  co- 
lumn of  full  wages ;  but  as  he  has 
paid  the  feamen,  not  their  full  but 
their  nett  wages  only,  he  difcharges 
himfclf  of  the  difference,  that  is,  of 
the  defalcations,  by  the  receipts  of 
the  purfer,  or  other  perfons  entitled, 
to  whom  he  has  paid  tliem  ;  and  if 
he  has  not  paid  all  the  defalcations, 
he  charges  himfelf  v,-ith  what  re- 
mains unpaid  in  his  voluntary  charge 
of  the  year,  in  which  he  has  credit 
for  that  fhip's  book,  and  this  re- 
jnainder  is  afterwards  paid  by  the 
trcafurer  in  office  by  a  defalcation  lift. 

Tije  keeping  open  the  fnips  books 
fo  long  as  they  are  at  prefent,  pre- 
vents the  after-claimants  from  be- 
ing very  numerous,  and  c  rra'equent- 
iy  the  lift  of  arr^'ars  from  being  very 
long ;  infumiich  that  it  ferves  as  a 
fingle  voucher  only,  for  the  amount 
of  the  nett  fum  of  the  payments 
jniade  upon  this  lift  by  a  tnafurer 
during  his  whole  treafurerftiip,  and 
that  nett  total  fum  is  entered  as  one 
payment  in  his  final  account. 

from  this  defcription  of  the 
modes  of  paying  iliips  now  in  ufe  in 
the  navy  ofr.ci-;  it  appears,  that  tliere 
does  at  this  time  e.xift  a  method,  by 
which  a  fubfeqiient  trcafurer  p^ys 
claimants  upon  fiiips  books  p  id  by 
and  bilonging  to  his  prede;:eftbr, 
after  they  are  fina'ly  c.ofed  and 
made  up ;  and  this  uietnod  is  by  a 
lift  of  arrears,  ijuppofe,  then,  all 
the  iliips  books  paid  upon  by  a  trca- 
furer were,  ppon  his  rcfjp-nation  or 
4^:th^  to  be  immediately  laid  by. 


and  all  payments  upon  them  to 
ceafe :  could  the  fuccceding  trca- 
furer, by  the  fame  means,  pay  all 
the  remaining  claimants  upon  thofe 
books,  without  any  mateiial  incon- 
venience, either  to  the  feamen  or 
to  the  pay  office  ? 

This  depends  upon  the  difference 
which  tiie  fubftitution  of  tie  lift  of 
arrears  in  the  place  of  the  Ihips 
books  will  occafion  in  the  payments. 
The  previous  application  by  the 
claimant  to  the  navy  board  muft  be 
difpenfed  with.  The  fliips  books, 
in  (lead  of  being  fent  to  the  navy 
office  after  they  are  clofed,  muft  re- 
main at  the  out  ports  as  they  do, 
now.  Lifts  of  arrears,  diftinguiflied 
from  thofe  ufed  after  the  ftiips  books 
are  made  up,  muft  be  kept  there  as 
well  as  in  London.  Thus  far  there 
feems  to  be  no  difficulty.  At  pre- 
fent, if  a  fmgle  claimant  appears 
upon  a  recall,  his  ftiip's  book  is  ex- 
amined, his  name  found,  his  wages 
are  calculated,  the  open  columns  of 
defalcations  and  the  columns  of  wa^ 
ges  filhd  up,  upon  the  (hip's  book, 
if  he  is  paid  upon  the  lift  of  arrears, 
his  'fhip's  book  is  equally  examined, 
the  fame  calculations  and  the  fame 
entries  are  made;  but  in  the  one 
cafe  the  entries  are  made  in  the 
fhip's  book,  and  in  the  other,  upon 
the  lift  of  arrears ;  and  befides  this, 
the  original  entries  appearing  upon 
the  Ihip's  book  are  copied  from 
thence  into  the  lift  ofarrears:  and  this 
is  the  only  difference  between  the  two 
methods  of  payment.  As  this  copy- 
ing takes  up  time,  the  payment  up- 
on a  lift  ofarrears  is  longer  than  the 
payment  upon  a  fliip's  book,  by  the 
length  of  time  it  takes  to  tranfcribs 
thefe  entries. 

Upon  infpefiion  of  a  fliip's  book 

made  up,  and  of  a  lift  of  arrears,  the 

entries  tranfcrlbed  appear  to  be,  the 

name  of  die  claimant,  the  current; 

numberi 
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number,  the  quality,  the  times  of 
entry  and  of  ditcharge,  with  from 
three,  to  five  calual  defalcations; 
for  though  there  are  fourteen  co- 
lumns for  caiual  defalcations,  yet 
there  are  feldoni  entries  made  in 
more  than  five  of  them ;  and  thefe 
are  ufually  for  cloaths  of  different 
kinds,  tobacco,  and  the  two  months 
advance.  The  name  of  the  fhip 
likevvife,  to  which  the  claimant  be- 
longed, is  entered  upon  the  Jill ; 
and,  to  prevent  overpayments,  the 
ihip's  book  is  marked,  oppofite  the 
name,  as  paid  by  lill  of  arrears. 
From  thefe  entries  arifes  all  the  ad- 
ditional trouble  to  the  pay  clerks, 
and  delay  to  the  ieamen,  by  the  iub- 
flitution  of  the  lilt  of  arrears  in  the 
place  of  the  Ihip's  books. 

As  there  are  now,  at  every  pay- 
ment upon  recalls,  befides  the  com- 
mifiioner,  his  clerk,  and  a  fecond 
cle;k  in  the  treafurer's  office,  three 
pay  clerks,  with  each  a  Ihip's  book 
in  wiiich  the  fame  entries  are  made ; 
fo  at  a  payment  upon  a  lift  of  ar- 
rears there  mull  be  the  like  number 
of  clerks  and  lifts,  and  the  fame 
entries  made  in  e^ch  lift  ;  but  tran- 
fcribing  into  the  three  liiis.  will  take 
up  no  more  time  than  the  tranfcrib- 
in^  into  one,  if  an  attending  clerk 
reads  the  entries  in  the  fliip's  books, 
whilii  the  other  three  tranfcribe 
them  into  their  lifts.  Where  the 
number  of  claim.ants  is  rot  great, 
the  time  it  takes  to  tranfcribe  thefe 
articles  cannot  be  very  ccr.r.Jerable. 
Where  the  paj'ment  is  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  lift  lent  from  the  fh'.p, 
which  is  the  ufiial  courfe,  and  where 
extracts  are  to  be  procured,  there 
is  always  time  enough  to  tranfcribe 
the  entries  before  the  lift  is  returned 
to  the  captain;  and  in  this  cafe  the 
fiduaJ payment  h  more  enf.ly  tranf- 


a'fled;  f.)r  where  the  claims  arife 
upon  different  Ihips,  as  all  are  en- 
tered upon  the  lift  of  arrears,  the 
trouble  of  turning  to  each  Ihip's 
Look  is  avoided.  In  payment  of 
thefe  lifts  care  muft  be  taken  that  the 
captain  fends  on  ftiore  to  be  paid  all 
who  are  returned  to  him  capable 
of  being  paid,  that  the  payment 
upon  the  lift  of  arrears  may  be  com- 
plete. A  fick  man  may  be  paid  af- 
terwards, or  if  a  m.an  is  prevented 
from  coming  at  ail,  his  name  may 
be  ftruck  out  of  the  lift. 

There  is  one  inftancc,  and  the 
only  one  that  occurs  to  us,  in  which 
the  time  taken  up  in  tranfcribing 
may  be  material ;  that  is,  where, 
upon  a  ihip's  being  paid  oft",  a  num- 
ber of  her  men  are  turned  over  to 
a  ftiip  under  failing  orders,  and  the 
captain  applies  for  their  immediate 
payment :  in  this  cafe,  at  prefent, 
the  commiflioner  goes  on  board  with 
his  pay  clerks,  and  pays  the  mea 
that  are  turned  over  upon  the  ftiip's 
book;  was  he  to  pay  them  upon  a 
lift  of  arrears,  it  might  polfibly  take 
up  near  double  the  time,  and  the 
fervice  would  be  io  far  retarded.  ■ 
This  cafe  can  happen  only  in  time 
of  war ;  and  where  the  fervice 
prefles,  and  the  captain  has  not  time 
to  fend  on  fhore  a  lift  of  the  fea- 
men  who  are  to  be  paid  ;  and  where 
the  vacancy  of  the  treafurcrihip 
happens  between  the  pay  day  of  the 
Ihip's  book  and  the  time  when  the 
men  turned  over  call  for  their  wa- 
ges. 

As  fo  mnny  circumftanccs  moifl: 
concur,  and  confequcntly  the  cafe 
can  rarely  exift,  we  do  not  think  the 
inconvenience  that  may  arif;.-  in  this 
one  .accidental  event,  countciba- 
lances  the  many  public  advantages 
that  ccjtainly    attend  it  in   every 

other 
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other  event;  and  confequently,  that 
tlie  prcpoled  regulation  ought  not 
iherctoie  to  be  rejcded. 

But  the  time  employed  in  paying 
tlie  feamen  upon  the  lliip's  books, 
a3  well  as  upon  lilts  of  arrears,  may, 
in  our  opinion,  be  ihortened,  and 
the  pay  clerks  be  relieved  from.fome 
part  of  their  trouble.  The  iums 
applicable  to  the  chell,  and  the  hof- 
pital,  the  three  pence  in  the  pound, 
and  the  marine  iloppages,  are  de- 
duftions,  af  ler  a  certain  rate,  out  of 
the  wages  of  the  oiiicers,  feamen, 
and  miuines:  we  applied  to  the 
commiflioneis  of  the  navy,  to  know 
I>y  what  authority  thefe  deductions 
are  made  ;  from  their  returns  to  our 
requifion,  we  coUeft  the  following 
information. 

The  copy  of  an  inquifition  taken 
at  Rocheilcr  in  the  fifteenth  year  of 
James  the  firi1:,.beforeccmniiirioners 
of  charitable  ufes  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  ftate  of  the  fund  he- 
longing  to  the  chell  at  Chatham, 
recites  the  origin  of  the  payment  of 
the  fix  pence  (part  of  the  dedu61ion 
of  one  {hilling)  to  the  chefl;  at  Chac- 
Jiam  :  an  extraft  of  fo  much  of  it  as 
relates  to  the  fuhjeft  matter  before 
us,  we  have  inferted  in  the  Ap- 
pendix; and  from  thence  it  appears, 
that  this  deduftion  commenced  in 
the  year  1  590,  and  was  a  voluntary 
gift  and  Contribution  of  a  certain 
portion  of  their  rcfpeftive  wages,  by 
the  makers,  mariners,  fliipwrights, 
and  feafaring  men,  then  employed 
m  the  fervice,  to  be  a  perpetual  re- 
lief for  hurt  and  maimed  mariners, 
carpenters,  and  feamen. 

The  four  pence  to  the  chaplain, 
and  the  two  pence  to  the  furgeon, 
which  are  the  remaining  parts  of 
the  one  ihilling  dedudion  under  the 
title  of  the  chelt,  are  very  ancient. 
Ihe  commifncners  of  tic  naw  hv:c 


not  been  able  to  trace  them  to  their 
origin.  One  Ihilling  was  the  abate- 
ment in  the  cheil  column  in  the 
year  1685. 

The  dedudion  of  fix  pence  under 
the  title  of  the  hofpital,  is  ordered, 
by  the  aft  of  the  7th  and  8  th  of 
William  the  third,  chap.  21ft,  to  be 
made  from  the  wages  of  the  feamen, 
arid  applied  for  the  better  fupport 
of  Greenwich  hofpital.  An  order 
of  the  board  of  admiralty,  dated 
3d  September  1696,  direds  the 
navy  board  to  carry  this  aft  into 
execution. 

His  latemajefty  king  George  the 
fecond,  in  confequence  of  a  volun- 
tary agreement  of  the  officers  of  the 
navy,  by  a  commiffion  dated  the 
3C)th  Auguil:  1732,  direfts  that 
the  three  pence  in  the  pound  fhall 
be  from  that  time  abated  from  the 
perfonal  pay  and  half  pay  of  officers 
tiierein  deicribed,  for  the  relief  of 
poor  widows  of  commiffioned  and 
warrant  officei-s  of  the  navy,  and 
appoints  commiffioners  for  conJuft- 
ing  this  charity :  this  commiffion 
was  carried  into  execution  by  an 
order  of  the  board  of  admiralty 
dated  20th  September  1732,  di- 
refted  for  that  purpofe  to  the  com- 
miffioners of  the  navy. 

Tlie  marii.'c  ftoppages  are  direft- 
ed  by  an  order  of  the  fame  board, 
dated  2d  September  1756. 

Where  a  fund  is  to  be  created 
and  ellablifhed  for  a  public  purpofe, 
a  grofs  fum  is  better  calculated  for 
it,  than  a  fum  compounded  of  va- 
rious deduftions :  the  one  is  fimple, 
eafy,  and  certain;  the  other  com- 
plex, troublefome,  and  uncertain. 
The  commiffioners  of  the  admiraltv 
and,  of  the  navy  muft  have  full 
knowledge  what  fums  have  been 
ilTued  every  year  out  of  the  feapay, 
to   the  chert  at  Chatham,    Green- 
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ivich  hofpltal,  and  the  fund  for  the 
relief  of  poor  widows,'  ever  fince 
their  inftitution.  They  may  con- 
jecture, from  the  experience  of 
many  years,  what  will  be  the  wants 
and  fupplies  of  thofe  charities,  in 
every  poffible  fituation  of  the  navy. 
The  wages  of  the  officers  and  foa- 
mcn  is  the  fund  for  them  all.  No 
reafon,  then,  occurs  to  us,  why,  on 
fettling  the  navy  ellablifhment  every 
year,  certain  portions  of  that  fund 
Ihould  not  be  appropriated  to  the 
fupport  of  thefe  charities,  to  be  if- 
fued,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
treafurer  of  the  nivy.  A,t  prefent, 
he  advances  to  all  of  them  fuins  on 
account,  and  upon  calculation: 
neither  the  commiffioners,  nor  truf- 
tces  for  thefe  charities,  can  know 
their  income  from  the  fea  pay  for 
any  one  year,  until  feven  or  eight 
years  after  that  year  is  expired.  They 
cannot  know  it,  until  the  books  of 
all  the  fhips  paid  in  that  year  are 
made  up;  and  the  books  are  now  in 
arrear  as  far  back  as  the  year  1775. 
The  fame  boards  muft  likevvife  be 
acquainted  with  the  incomes  of  the 
chaplain  and  furgeon  of  every  fhip, 
of  whatever  rate  in  the  navy  ;  at 
leaft  they  know  what  is  a  proper 
and  adequate  compenfation  for  their 
feveral  i'ervices.  What  objedflion, 
then,  arifes  to  the  allowing  to  each 
of  them,  inftead  of  ihci's  dedudions, 
one  Hated,  certain,  annual,  falary, 
according  to  his  flation,  payable 
out  of  the  fund  ofwagezr 

It  appears,  in  our  judgment,  a  ge- 
neral, uJclhl  regulation,  wherever  it 
is  pradicable,  to  take  away  the  dif- 
tindion  between  nominal  and  real 
wages  and  falaries,  that  the  reputed 
compenfation  for  fervice  may  be  the 
fum  actually  received,  that  every 
man  may  know  the  price  of  his  la- 
bour and  abilitie;.     Wnere  the  no- 


minal exceeds  the  real,  an  ignorant 
mind  fulpedts  fraud,  and  a  weak  one 
is  deceived  by  an  imaginary  income. 
-  As  the  modes  fuggefted  of  pro- 
vidinir  for  thele  charities,  and  of 
paying  the  chaplains  and  iurgeons, 
appear  to  us  to  be  practicable,  they 
ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  fubfti- 
tuted  in  the  place  of  the  modes  in 
ufe;  one  confequenCe  of  which  will 
be,  that  the  four  columns  of  the 
cheft,  thehofpital,  the  three-pence  in 
the  pound,  and,  the  marine  Itoppages, 
are  rendered  ufelefs,  and  may  be  left 
out  of  the  fhips'  books. 

There  is  another  defalcation, 
which,  in  our  opinion,  ought  to  be 
omitted  for  the  future,  as  not  an- 
fwering  the  end  propofed;  taat  is, 
the  deduction  under  the  title  of  ve- 
nereal cures.  This  is  a  payment  to 
the  furgeon  of  15  /.  for  every  cure; 
and  is  direfted  to  be  charged  againft 
their  wages  by  an  order  of  the 
board  of  admiralty,  dated  9th  of 
April  1756.  Before  that  year,  the 
mul(fl  upon  the  feaman  was  i  /.  10  s. 
for  every  cure ;  the  order  reduces  it 
to  1 5  J. ;  and  flates,  among  other 
reafons  for  the  reduftion,  "  that 
this  great  charge  on  the  leamen  did 
not  prevent  the  evil."  If  a  certain 
pecuniary  niuld:  was  not  fevere 
enough  to  prevent  the  offence  in  the 
year  1756,  half  that  mulft  can  hard- 
ly be  iuppoled  more  eflicacious  in 
the  year  1782.  A  punilhment  th.;t 
neither  correds  the  offcndLT,  nor 
deters  ot'-.ers,  is  in  itfelf  an  evil, 
from  v/liich  the  fubjecl  fhould  be  re- 
lieved ;  a!:d  therefore,  we  think  :hc 
furgeon  fhould  attend  to  every 
dilcafe  of  the  feamen  at  the  public 
expence,  and  be  allowed  a  certain 
compenfation  adequate  to  his  ficill 
and  tiouble. 

The  omifTion  of  thefe  five  column* 

in  tiic  fliipi  books,  will  accelerate  the 
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payments,  both  upon  tlie  bocks  and 
upon  the  lifts  of  arrears,  by  as  much 
time  as  is  now  taken  up  in  making 
the  calculations  ai.d  enti  ies  in  thole 
columns.  The  calculations,  (how- 
ever cT.fy  they  may  be  to  perlbns 
accurtomed  to  them)  and  the  entries, 
though  Ihort,  yet  being  numerous, 
muft,  like  the  tranfcripts  into  the  lifts, 
take  up  fome  time.  A  book  of  a 
firft  rate,  for  fix  months,  has  contain- 
ed the  names  of  fifteen  hundred 
eighty-fix  perlbns :  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  as  many  of  thefe  men  as  are 
feamen,  funis  muft  be  calculated,  and 
entries  made  in^wo  columns  at  leaft. 
Where  time  is  fo  valuable,  every 
portion  of  it  is  worth  faving. 

From  this  examination  into  the 
effeft  tliat  the  fubftitution  of  the  lift 
of  arrears,  in  the  place  of  the  llup's 
books,  will  have  upon  the  payment 
of  the  feamen,  we  are  led  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  if,  upon  the  death  or 
reno-nation  of  a  treafurer,  all  the 
fhipl  books  paid  by  him  are  im- 
mediately doled,  the  fucceflbr  may 
pay  all  the  after-claimants  left  un- 
paid uponthofe  books,  by  lifts  of  ar- 
rears, without  creating  either  delay 
or  difturbance  in  the  pay  of  the  fea- 
men ;  efpecially  if  the  number  of 
entries  upon  the  lift  ofarrears  be  re- 
duced, by  the  omiftion  of  the  five 
columns  of  defalcations  above  men- 
tioned. It  remains  to  be  feen, 
whether  this  alteration  will  caufe 
any  confufton  in  the  accounts  of  the 
treafurer. 

A  fnip's  book,  paid  by  liim,  will 
be  made'  up  in  the  fame  manner  it 
is  now.  1 1  will  be  paid  upori  by  one 
treafurer  only,  and  will  be  his 
voucher  forthe  total  fum contained  in 
the  column  of  full  wages ;  for  which 
fum  he  will  have  credit  in  his  ac- 
count of  that  year  in  which  the  book 
uas  paid. 

The  account  of  1)15  payments  by 


lifts  of  arrears  will  be  varied.  At 
prefent,  tlie  books  being  kept  fo 
long  open,  the  after-claimants  are 
few;  and  one  entry  ferves,  in  his 
final  account,  for  the  whole  fum  paid 
by  him  for  arrears  during  the  time 
of  his  treafurerlhip ;  and  one  lift  of 
arrears  fuiiices  for  his  voucher  ;  but 
if  he  pays  upon  lifts  of  arrears,  all 
the  perlons  left  unpaid  upon  all  the 
books  by  all  his  predeceftbrs,  thefe 
payments  muft  become  fo  very  nu- 
merous, that  inftead  of  one  item  in  his 
final  account  of  the  total  fum  paid 
by  him  for  arrears  in  the  courfe  of 
his  whole  treafurerfliip,  he  muft  in- 
fertin  his  account  of  every  year  the 
total  fums  paid  by  him  during  that 
year  for  arrears,  at  every  port  where 
he  has  a  lift  ;  and  the  lift  made 
up,  annually,  at  every  port,  will 
be  his  voucher  for  the  fums  paid  at 
that  port:  but  this  alteration  will 
ftiil  leave  his  accounts  clear  and  un- 
difturbed. 

In  one  branch,  this  mode  will  be 
of  advantage  to  the  pay-ofiice,  by 
fliortening  their  accounts.  At  pre- 
fent the  pay  clerks  at  each  port  tranf- 
mit  every  month  to  the  navy  office 
an  account, containing  the  fums  paid 
by  them  upon  the  recalls  of  every 
fhip  during  that  month  at  their  re- 
fpeftive  ports,  diftinguilhing  the 
treafurer  by  whom  paid,  in  order 
that  each  fum  may  be  pofted  to  the 
account  of  tlie  ending  of  each  Ihip's 
book  in  the  ledger.  From  thefe 
returns  tiie  paymafter  of  the  navy 
makes  out  monthly  certificates  of 
thefe  payments.  'Fireplaces  where 
payments  are  made  upon  recalls  be- 
ing four,  and  the  lliips  books  of 
three  treafurers  being  open  for  pay- 
ment, thefe  certificates  for  the  month 
of  Aiiguft  laft  were  twelve;  that  of 
Mr.  Ellis  contained  the  payments 
upon  three  hundred  fifty-tv/o  lliips  ; 
tiiat  of  Colonel  Barre,  upon  one 
hundred 
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hundred  and  ten  ;  befides  that  of  the 
treaturer  in  office.  Had  thefe  pay- 
ments been  made  upon  lills  of  ar- 
rears, they  would  have  been  all 
made  by  the  treafuier  in  office,  and 
there  would  have  been  four  returns 
only,  each  containing  a  fm  'le  arti- 
cle, being  the  amount  of  all  the  pay- 
ments upon  the  lift  of  arrears  at  that 
port  duiing  that  month,  and  polled 
in  the  ledger  to  tlie  account  of  pay- 
ments on  lills  of  arrears ;  lo  that,  in- 
llead  of  four  hilndred  fixtv-tvvo 
feparate  articles  inlerted  in  the  re- 
turns, entered  in  the  certificates, 
and  ported  into  the  ledger,  four  en- 
tries only  would  have  been  made  in 
each,  and  confequently  twelve  en- 
tries would  have  feived  inftead  of 
thirteen  hundred  eighty-  fix,  for  thefe 
payments  in  that  month  only. 

If  the  fhips  books  of  a  treafurer 
may  be  doled  upon  his  death  or  re- 
fignatioD,  that  which  is  affigned  as 
the  principal  caufe  for  the  delay  in 
making  up  his  accounts  is  removed  : 
not  that  this  caufe  is  wide  enough 
to  cover  the  delay.  The  fhips  books 
are  in  arrear  feven  years  only,  but 
the  accounts  are  in  arrear  above 
twenty  years ;  and  this  delay  refb 
with  tlie  office  of  the  treafurer;  for 
the  materials  which  compofe  the 
accounts  of  the  year  1762,  are  not 
complete  in  the  office  of  the  auditors 
of  the  imprell ;  the  reaion  given  for 
it  is,  a  want  of  officers  and  clerks 
properly  qualified  to  make  up  the 
accounts  in  arrear;  for  which  the 
remedy  is  obvious. 

This  examination  has  enabled  us 
to  form  an  opinion  upon  another 
point  of  moment  to-the  public.  The 
Icgiilaturehave,  in  the  laft  feiTion  of 
parliament,  introduced  into  the  of- 
fice of  the  p.iymailer  general  of  the 
forces  a  regulation,  wliich,  as  it  fecms 
to  us,  may  be  applied  as  beneficially 


to  the  office  of  the  treafurer  of  the 
navy.  The  cuftody  of  the  cafh  ap- 
plicable to  the  navy  fervices,  may 
be  transferred  from  the  treafurer  to 
the  bank  of  England,  and  the  ac- 
count only  of  the  receipts  and  pay- 
ments be  kept'  in  his  office.  All  the 
fums  now  received  by  him  mav  be 
received  by  the  bank.:  fums  from 
the  exchequer  may  be  imprefted 
to  the  bank:  fums  diredled  by  the 
letters  of  the  different  boards  to  b^ 
be  paid  to  him,  may  be  direfted  to 
be  paid  into  the  bank :  All  bills  af- 
figned upon  him  for  payment  may 
be  paid,  and  all  extra  payments  may 
be  made  by  his  drafts  upon  the 
bank.  Thepayment  of  the  fean-^en, 
the  artificers  and  labourers  in  the 
yards,  and  the  perfons  in  the  hofpi- 
tal  fhips,  and  on  the  half  pay  lilh, 
mufl  be  carried  on  in  the  fame  man- 
ner it  is  now ;  thefe  men  cannot  be 
paid  by  drafts  ;  they  mull  have  cafii; 
and  with  that  cafh  the  pay  clerk? 
mull  be  entrulled,  as  they  are  at 
prefent,  and  the  treafurer  mult  con- 
tinue to  be  refponfible  for  tliera,  as 
for  officers  of  his  appointment  and 
under  his  control;  but  this  will  be 
no  obftruiftion  to  the  regulation. 
The  money  may  be  all  illbed  to  t]\z 
pay  clerks  by  the  drafts  of  the  tres- 
fiirer  upon  the  bank,  according  tO' 
tlK  requifitions  of  the  navy  board, 
in  like  manner  as  many  of  thel'e 
fums  are  ifllied  at  this  day  ;  and  up- 
on the  death  or  refignation  of  a 
treafurer,  the  balances  of  his  cafn  in 
the  bank,  and  in  the  hands  of  his 
pay  clerks,  may  be  ftruck  immedi- 
ately, and  carried  over  to  the^ac- 
count  of  his  fucceiibr.  in  this  fitua- 
tion  the  treafurer,  neither  receiving 
nor  paying  public  money  himfdf, 
can  be  neither  debtor  to  nor  credi- 
tor of  the  public,  except  as  far  as  he 
may  be  refponfible  for  his  clerks. 

On 
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On  palling  his  accounts,  the  bill  in- 
dorfed,  or  rcquifition  of  the  navy- 
board,  is  both  his  authority  and 
voucher  for  his  draft..  The  draft 
indorild  is  the  voucher  for  the  bank 
to  prove  their  payment.  If  thefe 
accounts  :igree  (and  they  ought 
frequently  to  be  compared  together) 
it  is  highly  probable  that  they  are 
both  right. 

The  only  remaining  fource  of  de- 
lay, in  the  accounts  of  the  treafu- 
rer  of  the  navy,  that  has  come  under 
oar  obfervation,  is  the  neceffity,  a- 
riiing  from  the  prefent  courfe  of  the 
exchequer,  that  thefe  accounts  ihould 
pals  through  the  office  of  the  audi- 
tors of  the  inipreft.  Public  ac- 
counts ought  certainly  to  be  fully 
and  accurately  examined  fomewhere. 
The  ofHcer  entiufted  with  public 
money  Ihould  give  an  account  what 
he  has  done  with  it;  and  the  pub- 
lic have  a  right  to  the  fatisfadtion  of 
knowing,  that  their  monev  has  been 
applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which 
they  gave  it. 

The  treafurer  of  the  navy  is  an  of- 
ficer merely  minifterial :  He  neither 
receives  nor  pays  in  confequence  of 
any  judgment  of  his  own;  but  as  he 
isdireded,  or  according  to  lifts  pre- 
pared for  him,  and  rules  prefcribed 
him;  and  therefore  to  pafs  his  ac- 
counts, is  no  more  than  to  fee  that  he 
has  an  authority,  and  a  correct 
voucher,  for  every  payment  he 
claims  to  be  allowed. 

We  learn  from  the  information  of 
George  Marlh,  efq.  one  of  the  com- 
EiiiTioners  of  the  navy ;  and  from 
Jonab  Hanway,  efq.  oae  of  the  com- 
miflioners  of  the  vidlualling ;  and 
from  Mr.  Nathan  Crow,  chief  clerk 
to  the  commilTioners  of  fick  and  hurt, 
that  the  commifTioners  of  each  ofrice 
are  entrulled  with  the  power  of  mrJ<- 
ing  all  centrals,  whether  for  tlie 


purchafe  of  ftores  or  materials,  or 
for  the  performance  of  fervices  in 
their  fcveral  departments :  that  cer- 
tain officers  are  appointed  or  offici- 
ally bound  to  fuperintend  the  execu- 
tion of  the  contrafts ;  and  no  pay- 
ment is  direded  to  be  made  but  up- 
on the  certilicate  or  teltiir.ony,  in 
lome  fliape  or  other,  of  thefe  officers 
thcit  the  contradts  have  been  execut- 
ed to  the  amount  of  the  dem.andwith 
honefty  and  fidelity,  and  according 
to  the  terms  andco.lditions  of  the  en- 
gagement. Certain  officers  of  thele 
boards,  in  their  refpeftive  depart- 
ments, compare  the  bills  with  the 
terms  of  the  contracts,  and  examine 
the  computations  and  caftings.  The 
cemmiffioners,  relying  upon  their 
accuracy  and  fidelity,  affign  the 
bill  fo  examined  upon  the  treafurer 
for  payment.  The  treafurer,  be- 
fore he  tranfmlts  his  account  or  ledg- 
er to  the  auditors  of  the  imprelt, 
fends  the  feveral  parts  of  it  to  «iif- 
ferent  branches  of  the  navy,  vitStual- 
ling,  and  fick  and  hurt  oflices,  v/ith 
the  vouchers :  the  officers  whofe 
bufinefs  it  is,  in  thefe  departments, 
compare  the  articles  in  the  ledger 
with  their  correfpondent  vouchers, 
and  with  the  entries  in  their  books 
of  office;  this  examination  warrants 
the  fubfcriptlonofthe  commiffioners 
of  the  navy  to  the  ledger  entries. 
The  auditor  compares  the  abftraft 
with  the  particular  items  that  com- 
pofe  it :  he  recafts  and  recomputes 
the  compound  articles,  and  makes 
fome  alteration  in  the  arrangement 
of  others. 

From  this  ftate  of  the  progrefs  of 
th°fe  accounts,  it  feems  to  us  that 
the  accounts  of  the  treafurer  of  the 
navy  are  in  fact  not  audited  by  the 
auditor  of  the  impreft,  but  by  tliQ. 
commiffioners  of  the  navy. 

To  the  commiirioners  of  the  fe- 
veral 
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vpral  boards  is  committed  tlie  im- 
portant trull  of  making  and  decid- 
ing upon  the  execution  of  all  con- 
tradls.  Tliey  arc  the  fole  judges  of 
the  reafon.^blen.°fs  of  the  terms,  and 
of  the  fidelity  with  which  they  are 
fulfilled:  tliey  diredl  the  payments 
or  fums  to  be  advanced  on  account, 
confequent  to  the  complete  or  part 
performance  of  the  coetrads.  Hence 
they  are  the  ultimate  judges  of  the 
ground  and  confideration  of  every 
payment.  Thcfe  powers  muft  be 
cntruJled  fomewliere  without  ap- 
peal ;  and  where,  to  all  appearance, 
fo  properly  as  with  t!\e  prefiding 
fithcers  of  the  fevtral  boards,  fub- 
jeft  to  the  fupcrintendiug  eye  of 
parliament  ? 

Of  this  material  branch  of  an 
audit,  the  auditor  of  the  impreil  has 
no  cogni/.ance :  from  the  nature 
and  coniHtution  of  his  office,  he  is 
not  competent  to  examine  into  the 
grou;ids  of  thefe  payments;  or,  if 
he  could  examine,  can  he  bs  quali- 
fied to  decide  upon  the  propriety 
of  them  ?  Neither  does  he  fee  any 
vouchers  (except  for  the  few  extra 
payments)  :  he  relies  upon  the 
tedimony  of  the  commiffiorers  of 
the  navy  (a  tcrlimony  he  is  bound 
not  to  call  in  queflion)  that  thov 
exill,  and  warrant  the  entries :  he 
does  no  more,  in  faft,  than  what  has 
been  previoudy,  and  to  all  appear- 
ance fulhciently,  done  to  his  hands 
in  the  navy  office,  except  the  dif- 
pofing  of  certain  articles  in  different 
order;  which,  as  far  as  it  is  ufefj', 
miy  eafily  be  adopted  in  the  office 
of  tlie  treafurer ;  where  they  are 
now  profiting  by  his  example  in  the 
srrangement  of  the  infupers.  Errors 
may  certainly  cfcape  the  navy  and 
other  officers.  The  auditor  difco- 
vercdan  error,  in  the  account  of  the 
year  1759,  cf  a  double  charge  of 


eighty-feven  pounds  ten  fliillings; 
and,  extend  the  chain  of  re-exami- 
nation to  any  given  length,  the  pof- 
fibility  of  error  muil  exi'li:  in  the  hit 
link.  The  auditor  himftlf  is  not 
perfcci  :  errors  in  his  accounts  have 
been  difcovered  in  the  pipe  office, 
and  correiSlL-d  by  him. 

Since,  then,  the  accounts  of  the 
treafurer  of  the  navy  :.re,  in  efFe<fl, 
pafl'ed,  and  with  fufiicient  care  zni. 
accuracy,  in  the  offices  to  which  they 
feveraily  relate,  and  the  raoft  im- 
portant parts  of  the  examination  are 
intruded  to  tJiofc  officers  without 
control,  it  feems  reafonable  to  (np- 
pofe  the  computations  and  caftinp-s, 
generally  the  bufmefs  of  clerks  in 
offi.ce,  may,  with  equal  fafety,  bs 
finally  committed  to  the  fame  deci- 
fion. 

We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
auditing  the  accounts  of  the  trea- 
furer of  tlie  navy,  in  the  office  of 
the  auditors  cf  the  im.preft,  is  unne- 
ceffiary,  and  may  be  difpenfed  with; 
tliat  the  proceedings  of  that  offices 
upon  the  accounts  of  the  treafurers 
now  before  them  (hould  ceafe,  ar.d 
the  materials  relative  thereto  be  re- 
turned to  the  office  of  the  treafurer, 
and  that  the  auditors  fhould  be  re- 
lieved and  difcharged'  from  al!  at- 
tention to  them  for  the  future. 

Paffing  public  accounts  withoaj 
the  intervention  of  the  auditors  of 
the  impreft,  is  no  novelty  in  the  ex- 
chequer. Thomas  Rumfey,  efa, 
deputy  auditor  of  the  exc'ifc,  in- 
formed us  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  accounts  of  the  duties  under  the 
management  ( f  the  ccmmiffioncrs 
of  excife  arc  paHcd.  T^efe  cozn- 
mifficners  are  all  jointly  account- 
able for  the  furas  receiv  d  and  paid 
by  them  on  account  of  the  excife, 
and  other  duties  committed  to  thrir 
truH :  they  do  not  pafs  their  ac- 
counts 
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Counts  in  the  otnce  of  tlie  auditors     lor  of  the  exchequer,  and  figned  by 
of  the  iniprell,  but  in  that  of  the     him  and  two  lords  of  the  treafury ; 


iiuditor  of  the  excife ;  an  office  in 
ftituted  for  that  fpecial  purpofe. 
The  accounts  they  piifs  ev^ery  year, 
are,  fixteen  cam  accounts,  and  fe- 
venteen  general  accounts.     All  ex- 


after  wtiich,  the  auditor  delivers  the 
parts  on  parchment  to  the  king's 
remembrancer,  and  ret:iins  the  de- 
clarations in  his  own  otiice.  The 
total  char-re  upon  the  commiffioners 


cept  the   malt  are   made   up  to  the-    of  excife,   for  tlie   year  1778,   was 


5th  of  July.  Each  caih  account 
contains  the  account  of  the  weekly 
receipts  and  payments  of  the  com- 
miffioners themfelves  only,  relative 
to  one  or  more  duties.  It  is  made 
out  by  the  accountant  general  in 
whofe  department  thofe  duties  are. 
After  examination,  it  is  Iworn  to  by 
al!  the  commiffioncr.s  before  the 
curfitor    baron   of  the    exchequer. 


7,479,613/.;    the    total   difcharge 
was  ^,656,829/. 

V/e  lind  likewife,  from  the  ex- 
amination of  Mr.  James  Rouknds, 
firft  clerk  in  the  office  of  James 
Welt,  efq.  one  of  the  auditors  of  the 
land  revenue,  that  the  accoants  of 
the  receivers  generafof  the  land 
tax,  window  tax,  and  of  feveral 
other  duties,  are  not  pafTed  in  the 


about    the    May    followir.g  ;    after     office  of  the  auditors  of  the  impreft. 


which,  it  is  delivered  to  the  auditor 
of  excife,  with  all  the  vouchers:  he 
examines  them,  and  reduces  the  ac- 
count into  the  official  form  of  the 
exchequer:  he  makes  out  two  parts, 
one  on  parchment,  the  other  on  pa- 
per, as  is  done  in  the  office  of  the 
auditors  of  the  iinpreft. 

Befides  thefe  caih  accounts,  the 
general  accounts  are  likewife  made 
up  every  year  by  the  accountants 
general,  to  the  fame  period.  Thefe 
general  accounts  are  more  compre- 
henfive  than  the  caHi  accounts. 
They  contain  all  the  receip  s  and 


but  in  the  office  where  he  is  em- 
ployed. 

Since,  then,  the  eourfe  of  the  ex- 
chequer does  not  render  it  abfo- 
lutely  neccffiiry  that  all  public 
accounts  ffiould  be  paffi;d  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  auditors  of  the  imprell, 
we  fee  no  reafon  wliy  the  navy  ac- 
counts may  not  proceed  in  the  like 
train  with  thofe  of  die  excife.  Of 
thefe  duties  the  commiffioners  them- 
felves are  the  accountants ;  and 
therefore  a  diili'.vLl:  office  is  ap- 
pointed for  the  paffing  them  ;  but 
in  the  navv,  the  treafurer  beine  the 


payments    of  each  particular  duty     accountant,  and  neither  appointed 


by  every  collector  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  at  the  orlice  in  Lon- 
don :  they  are  figned  by  the  refpcc- 
tive  accountants  general,  and  deli- 
vered to  the  auditor  with  the  vouch- 
ers. He  examines  and  reduces  them 
into  the  like  offici.il  forms,  and  makes 
out  fimilar  parts  of  them.  They 
are  not  fworn  to  by  any  one.  Both 
the  cafh  and  general  accounts  are 
figned  by  the  deputy  auditor  of  ex- 
cife, declared  every  year,  ufually  in 
June  or  July,  before  the  chancel- 


by,  nor  fubje^;!  to,  the  commiffioners, 
iiis  accounts  may,  without  danger 
of  coUufiOn,  be  completely,  as  they 
are  now  in  by  far  the  m-jft  material 
part,  paffied  by  the  commiffioners  of 
the  navy  ;  the*'  may  be  reduced  into 
the  exchequer  form  in  the  trtafurer's 
office,  adopting  from  the  auditor  his 
arrangement  of  the  articles,  and 
may  be  palled  through  the  exchequer. 
offixes. 

"All    thefe    public    accounts,    in 
whatever  office  paffed,   are  drawn 

up 
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up  in   the   official  form  of  the  ex-  On  the  roll  o^  foreign  accounts 

chequer;  and,  after  declaration,  the  in  the    pipe-office,  v.liich   contains 

part  on   parchment  paflcs   through  the   abftrads    of  all  the   public  ac- 

the  three  ieveral  offices  of  the  king's  counts,  no  piocefs  whatever  idbcs. 

remembrancer,   the  lord  treaiurer's  The  words,  either  "  quietus  eji^'*  or 

remembrancer,   and  the  pipe.     We  "  he  is  quit"    are    written    at  xhs 

endeavoured  to  leain,  from  the  of-  bottom  of  every  ab'^r.Kft  upon  the 

ficers  employed  in  thefe  departments,  ro'i.  and  a  copy  is  dcivercd  to  the 

to  v^'uit  purpofe  thel'e  accounts  were  accountant,  which  is  h  s  quic-tus. 

palted  Lhrough  fo  many  ofices.  Public  accounts,  or  abllrads    of 

Adam  Martin,  efq.  tht  n\ik  clerk  them,  ought  to  be  iniolled,  and  the 


in  the  oifice  of  tlie  king's  remem- 
brancer ;  and  John  Perrctt,  efq. 
firft  fecondary  in  the  office  of  the 
lord  treafurer's  remembrancer  ;  and 
Mr.  Peter  Sykes,  deputy  to  the  firll 


records  of  them  preferred  in  (bme 
office  or  other:  but  enrolling  them 
in  three  different  branches  of  an 
office,  fecms  to  be  more  than  is  ne- 
csfiary.     In  that  of  the  king's  re- 


fecondary  in  the  pipe-office,  inform  mcmbrancer  it  is  neccffiiry,  as  the 
us,  that  a  ftate'or  abftraft  of  every  ground  for  the  procefs ;  and  that 
public  account,  after  it  is  paUcd,  is     inrollment  aiif.vers   all  the  purpofes 


inroHcd  in  thcfe  offices,  and  in  the 
two  firft  the  infupers  are  ir.rolled 
verbatim;  but  in  the  laft,  the  giofs 
fum  only,  fet  infuper,  is  entered 
upon  the  roll  wiiliout  the  names, 
unlefs  where  there  are  but  kw  of 
them.  This  inrollment  is  the  re- 
cord of  the  account  in  each  oflice ; 
and,  in  the  oricc  ot  the  king's  re- 
memlirnnccr,   warrants  the  procrfi 


of  a  record;  it  may  be  confulted 
for  informruLon,  or  it  may  be  pro- 
duced, if  wanted,  in  evidence:  the 
other  two  feem  utterly  ufelefs,  and 
may,  therefore,  be  dlfpenfed  with, 
and  the  fees  laved  to  the  public. 
The  fees  paid  to  the  pipe  for  t!ie 
qiiietu'5  upon  Mr.  Grenville's  ac- 
count f.r  the  year  1759,  were 
eighty -one    pounds    ten    ihillings. 


that  iiiues  againll  the  accountant.  The  account  itfeU"  being  lodged  in 
whcciier  it  be  the  ordinary  procels  this  offite,  a  very  fhort  abltiaift, 
oi  diji^ingas  ad  coMputandum,  or  the     with  the  i}ui-:-tus  iubfcrihsd,  m.iy  hs 


fpecial  procefs  oi capias  ad  computan- 
dum,  or  any  prccefs  for  recovering 
a  debt  due  to  the  crown.  No  ge- 
neral procefs  can  ilTue  fVoni  thi."  of- 
fice, unlefs  founded  en  matter  of  re- 
cord in  the  office  :  but,  in  the  two 
other  offices,  the  inrollment  feems 
to  be  of  no  ufe  ;  no  proctis  iluics 
from  either  of  th^,  in  confcqucnce 


delivered   to  t'le  accountant  as  hh. 
final  diicharge. 

An  account  in  the  exchequer 
form  is  in  Englilh,  but  contains 
fome  Latin  terms.  The  imprcft 
roll  is  all  \\  ritten  in  an  abridgemer.t 
o{  the  Latin  language.  The  fiitrs 
in  both  are  exprcfi'ed  in  cfharacitrs 
that  arc,  in  general,  coiruptioiis  of 


of,  or  grounded  on  iliat  record.  I'he  the   old    text,  and   are   in   ufe    no 

long  writ,  which  is  the  procefs  that  where,  that  we  can  find,  bat  in  the 

iC'ucs  out  of  the    offi.ce  of  the  loid  exchequer;    ciiora^lcrs   very    liable 

treafurer's  remembrancer, is  ground-  to  niillakes,  inconvenient  and  trou- 

ed  Hpon  the  nichil  record  tranfmit-  bief.  me  even  to  the  o!ii;-jrs  thcm- 

ted  to  then^  from  the  pipe-offi  je.  lelves  :  the  Turns  fo  cxpieiled  can- 
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not  be  cad  up.  Moil  of  the  ac- 
coants  in  the  exchequer  arc  made 
up  twice ;  firll  in  common  figures, 
that  t'icy  may  be  added  together ; 
and  ti.cn  turn.d  into  Latin,  and 
the  fums  entered  in  the  exchequer 
f,s;urcs:  and,  that  the  high  numbers 
in  a  dc^clared  account  may  be  un- 
derHcod,  th-'f  are  written  in  com- 
mon figures  under  the  characters. 
They  are  dcfcftive,  having  no  cha- 
r  £ters  to  exprefs  high  numbers,  as 
millions ;  they  are  unintelligible  to 
the  perfons  either  receiving,  or  hav- 
ing other  money  tranfadions  at  the 
exchequer. 

The  aft  of  the  4  th  of  his  late  ma- 
jefty,  chapter    26th,    "  to  remedy 
"  the   m  f;hiefs   ariung  from   pro- 
"  ceedings  in  courts  of  jullice  being 
"  in  an  unknown  languf.ge,  and  in 
"  a  charafter   nat   legible   to    any 
"  but  perfons  praclifmg  the  law," 
diiccls  that    all    fuch    proceedings 
ihall  be  in  the  Engllfli   language, 
and  written  in  a  common    legible 
hand  and  charafter,  and  in  words 
at  length,  and  not  abbreviated.  This 
aft  is  declared,  by  the  fixth  of  the 
fame  king,  chapter  6th,  not  to  ex- 
tend to  the  court  of  the  receipt  of 
his  majefly's  exchequer;    but  that 
their  officers  fnall  carry  on  the  bu- 
fmefs  according  to  the  ufual  forms 
and  praftice.     No  reafon  is  ilated 
in  the  aft,  or  appears  to  us,  for  this 
exemption ;    and   therefore   we  are 
at  liberty,  without  the  imputation 
of  impeachir.g  the  wifdom  of  thofe 
times,  to  fay,  that  the  many  incon- 
veniences   attending   this    praftice, 
call  for  the  extenfioa  of  the  aft  of 
the  fourth  of  George  the  fecond,  to 
the  court  of  the  receipt  of  his  ma- 
jelty's  exchequer.    It  does  not  feem 
reafonablc,  tliat  this  fliould  be  the 
only  court  vvhofe   proceedings   are 


to  remain  involved  in  mydery  and 
obfcurity. 

Simplicity,  uniformity,  and  per- 
fpicuity,  are  qualities  of  excellence 
in  every  account,  both  public  and 
private ;  and  accounts  of  public 
money,  as  they  concern  all,  Ihould 
be  intelligible  to  all :  nor  is  this 
learning  in  danger  of  being  loft ; 
the  bent  of  the  antiquarian,  and  the 
interell  of  the  keeper  of  records 
will  preferve  it. 

The  ufe  of  the  Englifh  language, 
and  of  the  common  figures  only, 
will  fave  the  time  and  trouble  of 
the  officers  ;  a  confide  ration  of 
weight,  in  an  office  where,  at  this 
time,  the  receipt  and  iflhe  is  of 
above  thirty  millions  each  in  the 
year. 

As  fuggefling  means  for  con- 
tradHng  the  public  expences  is  one 
great  end  of  our  intVitution,  to  which 
every  aft  exprefbly  points  our  at- 
tention, we  enquired  what  faving 
would  accrue  to  the  public  from 
this  exemption  of  the  accounts  of 
the  trcafurer  of  the  navy  from  the 
jurifdiftion  of  the  auditors  of  the 
impreft :  to  this  end,  we  required 
from  that  office  a  liil  of  the  expences 
attending  the  paffing  the  account  of 
the  year  1759,  which  had  been  un- 
der our  ccnuderation. 

The  liil  tranfmitted  to  us,  con- 
tains fees  to  the  amount  of  1,278/. 
4J.  xd.  ;  of  which  the  fum  paid  in 
the /Office  of  the  auditor  is  1,091/. 
9  J.  6)d.  The  auditor  himfelf  has 
a  fee  of  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  ; 
and  at  the  rate  of  twenty  pounds 
for  every  hundred  thouland  pounds 
contained  in  the  charge,  dedufting 
the  balance  in  the  preceding  ac- 
count. Hence,  if  the'e  accounts 
are  immediately  v.ithdrav\n  from 
the  ;iuditor,  the  faving  wiil  be,  in 

his 
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his  f«es  alone  (omitting  thofe  to 
the  deputy  and  clerks)  one  hun- 
dred pounds  for  every  year  fince 
1761,  that  is,  2,100/.  for  every 
loc,ooo/.  on  above  70  millions, 
which  are  vet  to  pafs  his  office 
(exclufive  of  what  the  voluntary 
charges  of  the  treafurers  may  a- 
mount  to  in  thofe  years)  that  is, 
together,  upwards  of  i6,®oo/.  de- 
ducing a  reafonable  compenfation 
for  the  trouble  they  have  had  in 
examining  thofe  parts  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  years  fubfequent  to 
the  year  1761,  which  have  been 
delivered  into  the  office.  The  an- 
nual faving  for  the  future  will  de- 
pend upon  the  navy  ellablilhmeut 
pf  the  year. 

Thus  have  we  endeavoured,  by 
fuggeiting  fuch  regulations  as  ap- 
pear to  us  beil  calculated  for  the 
purpofe,  to  remove  the  caufes  of 
delay  that  have  hitherto  retarded 
the  accounts  of  the  treafurer  of  the 
navy. 

I'he  benefits  intended  t©  rci'ult 
from  them  are — to  fccure  the  public 
money  frcjn  mifufe; — to  reduce  the 
outrtandi ng  balances  for  the  navy 
fcrvices  ; — to  enable  the  treafurer 
to  end  his  bufinefs  with  his  office, 
and  to  pafs  his  accounts  with 
greater  facility  and  expedition ; 
and,  fliould  he  retire  in  difguft,  to 
deprive  him  of  the  power  of  dif- 
turbirg  the  pay  of  the  navy,  by  a 
refufal  to  carry  on  the  payment  of 
the  Ihips ; — and,  finally,  to  further 
the  plan  of  ceconomy,  by  lopping 
off  fome  branches  of  expence. 

The  annual  faving  propofed  by 
the  regulation  does  not  appear  very 
confiderable;  when  compared  with 
the  fupply  of  the  year,  it  vanifhes ; 
but  fuch  is  the  (late  of  the  public 
finances,  that  firings  comparatively 


minute  are  not  to  be  neglefted  :  to 
reduce  an  enormous  public  debt, 
indifpcnfably  requires  a  fyllem  of 
general  ceconomy  ;  an  ccconcnny  co- 
extenfive  with  the  receipt  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  revenue,  and 
that  pervades  evcrv  branch  of  both; 
and,  though  the  favings  in  each 
branch,  feparately  confidered,  may, 
to  minds  accuftomed  to  the  con- 
templation of  millions,  appear  bc- 
)ieath  attention,  yet  of  fuch  favings 
is  compofed  an  aggregate,  that 
grow,",  to  an  objed,  an-^  coniHtutes 
the  fund  for  redemption. 

Powerful  and  effeclual  may  be 
the  operation  of  a  principle  univcr. 
fa'ly  difTufcd,  and  ik-adily  adhered 
to ;  and  upon  fuch  an  operation 
only  depends  the  character  of  na- 
tional juftice,  the  fupport  of  national 
credit,  and  the  prefervation  of  the 
public  welfare. 

Every  reform  mull  proceed  bv 
degree; ;  it  fpreads  wider  and  farter, 
in  proportion  as  regulations  are 
formed,  adopted,  and  carried  into 
execution.  The  exige::cy  of  thefc 
times  demands  that  every  recjula- 
tion,  if  approved,  fliould,  as  foon 
as  it  is  formed,  be  applied  to  it* 
proper  objecl,  that  a  ilop  may  be 
put,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  every 
unnecefTary  and  improper  expence. 
The  v.'eigi!t  of  debt  pre.Tes ;  and 
procrallination  both  increafes  the 
prefTure,  and  more  and  more  em- 
barraffcs  the  means  of  relief;  r.nd, 
for  thi.^  re."fon,  we  have  thought  it 
incumbent  upon  us  not  to  defer  our 
report  until  we  had  proceeded  fur- 
ther in  the  invrftigntion  of  the  of- 
fice of  the  auditors  of  t!ie  imprell; 
but  to  fubmit  to  the  wifdom  of  par- 
liament the  regulations  that  have 
thus  far  occurred  to  us,  applicable 
to  the  office  of  the  treafurer  of  the 

navy. 
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navy,  to  the  end  that  no  advantage  Office  of  Accounts, 

whatfoever,   that   can    be    derived  Surrey  Street, 

from  the  execution  of  the  important  December  20ih,  1783. 

trull  repofed  in  us  by  the  legiflature,  T.  Anguish,                  (L.G.) 

Aiay,  by  our  negleft  or  delay,  be  ^^  Pig  got  t,                   (L.S.) 

withheld,  for  one  jnoment,  from  the  Rich.  Keave,               (L.S.) 

public.  Sam.jBeachcroft,      (L.S.) 

Geo.  Drummond,       (L.S.) 
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tiiographicAl  and  JAterAry  Jtnecdotei  of 
Haller ;  frorn  Coxe'/  travels  in 
Switzerland,  vol.  ii. 

BERNE  has  produced  few  men 
highly  eminent  in  literature ; 
but  has  eftablilhed  her  glory  in  be- 
ing the  birth-place  of  the  celebrated 
Haller. 

Albert  Haller,  the  youngeft  of 
five  brothers,  was  born  on  the  i6th 
of  Odlober  1708.  His  father,  Ema- 
nuel Haller,  a  citizen  of  Berne, 
pradifed  the  law  as  an  advocate 
with  great  fuccefs ;  and  in  1713 
removed  from  the  capital  to  Baden, 
where  he  was  appointed  fecretary 
of  that  bailliage. 

Although  many  accounts  arc  ufu- 
ally  related  concerning  the  early  ge- 
nius of  dilHnguilhed  perfons,  which 
do  not  always  deferve  implicit  cre- 
dit ;  yet  the  premature  abilities  and 
application  of  Haller  are  incontef- 
tably  proved.  When  he  had  fcarcely 
attained  his  fifth  year,  he  was  ac- 
cuitomed  to  write  the  new  words, 
which  he  recolledted  to  have  heard 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  His  p'-o- 
grefs  in  the  languages  was  fo  TzfiAy 
that  in  his  tenth  year  he  could  tra;  f- 
late  from  the  Greek,  and  compel ti 
for  his  own  private  ufe  a  Chaldaic 
grammar,  a  Greek  and  Hebrew 
lexicon.  His  paflion  for  letters  was 
alfo  fo  general   and  ardent,  tliat, 
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about  the  fame  period,  he  abridged 
from  Bayle  and  Moreri  an  hiltorical 
diftionary,  comprifmg  above  two 
thoufand  lives,  and  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  by  a  fatire  in  Latin  verfe 
againft  his  preceptor  Abraham  Bail- 
lodz,  a  perfon  of  confiderable  learn- 
ing, but  of  a  capricious  and  morofe 
difpofition. 

Such  unwearied  application,  and 
fuch  aftonithing  progrefs,  in  a  youth 
of  his  years,  ought  to  have  enfured 
the  approbation  and  encouragement 
of  his  family.  On  the  contrary, 
his  father,  who  had  delHned  him  to 
the  law,  reproved  his  growing  tafle 
for  polite  literature,  was  particularly 
offended  at  his  inclination  for  poe- 
try, as  likely  to  draw  him  from  the 
feverer  occupations,  and  objefted 
to  the  variety  of  his  purfuits  as  too 
defultory  and  fuperficial.  He  did 
not  confider,  that,  duiing  childhood, 
the  principal  rcquifite  of  education 
is  to  infufe  a  tiile  for  application  in 
general ;  and,  that  when  the  bafe  of 
'education  is  rendered  as  broad  as 
poffible,  it  may  always,  like  a  pyra- 
mid, be  reduced  to  a  point.  But 
neither  his  father's  repeated  cxhor- 
■  tations,  nor  his  preceptor's  fevcre 
admonitions,  could  oblige  the  youth 
to  confine  his  fcudies  to  one  objeft, 
or  check  his  infatiablc  thirft  for  ge- 
neral information. 

In  this  manner  he  was  educated 
B  until 
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until  1721,  when,  on  his  father's 
death,  he  was  removed  to  the  public 
ichool  at  Berne.  He  was  placed  in 
a  clafs  far  above  his  age  ;  and  ufu- 
al!y  wrote  in  Greek  the  exercife, 
whicli  he  was  expedcd  to  compofe 
in   t]\e  Latin  tongue. 

In  1723,  he  obtained  permifiion 
to  accompany  a  young  friend  to 
Bienne,  in  order  to  be  inilruded  in 
pi\ilofophy  by  the  father  of  his 
companion,  who  was  a  celebrated 
phyfician.  But  his  new  preceptor 
being  a  bigot  to  the  Cartefian 
fchool,  Haller  fcon  rejeftcd  with 
difdain  that  logic  and  phllofophy, 
v/hich  tended  to  cramp  his  genius 
rather  than  extend  his  knowledge  ; 
and  continued  to  cultivate  hiftory, 
poetry,  and  polite  literature,  but 
with  as  little  order  and  method  as 
might  be  expedled  from  his  years. 

Haller,  during  his  refidence  at 
Elenne,  began  a  cutlom,  which  he 
afterwards  followed  through  life, 
that  of  writing  his  opinion  of  the 
books  which  he  perufed,  and  mak- 
ing large  extradts  frona  them.  His 
genius  being  alfo  awakened  by  the 
romantic  fcenery  of  the  country  to 
poetical  enthufiam,  he  compofed 
various  pieces  in  the  epic,  dramatic, 
and  lyric  ftylcs.  He  was  at  this 
time  fo  entirely  abforbed  in  this 
fevourite  ftudy,  that,  on  a  fire 
breaking  out  in  the  houfe  in  which 
he  refided,  he  rufned  into  his  apart- 
ment, and  refcued  liis  poetry  from 
the  flames,  leaving  his  other  papers, 
with  little  regret,  to  delirudion. 
Afterwards,  when  a  more  mature 
age  had  ripened  his  judgment,  K« 
was  frequently  heard  to  fay,  that 
he  had  preferved  from  the  flames 
thofe  com.pofitions  which  he  then 
thought  the  fin  eft  produdlions  of 
■  human  genius,  in  order  at  a  future 
t 


1790, 

period  to  confign  them  to  deflruc- 
tion  as  unworthy  of  his  pen. 

In  this  period  of  life,  Haller  com- 
pares hintfelf  to  a  wild  plant,  which 
is  left  to  grow  without  pruning ; 
and  this  very  circunillance  was  pro- 
bably the  principal  caufe  of  his  fu- 
ture proflcicncy,  and  the  foundation 
of  that  univerfal  knowledge,  to 
which  he  afterwards  attained. 

He  had  been  originally  intended 
for  the  law :  but  his  aftlve  mind 
could  not  fubmit  to  follow  a  pro- 
feflion  which  would  limit  his  inqui- 
ries ;  which  entirely  depended  on 
precedentand  authority;  and  which, 
to  ufe  his  own  quotation  from  Ho- 
race, in  a  letter  to  his  friend  Bonnet, 
obliged  him, 

Jurare  in  I'erba  magijirl. 

And  although  he  could  not  fubmit 
to  the  fliackles  of  that  narrow  phl- 
lofophy, fo  ftrongly  recommended 
and  enforced  by  his  new  preceptor, 
yet  he  appears  to  have  been  prin- 
cipally determined  by  his  advice  to 
dedicate  himfelf  to  phyfic;  the 
lludy  of  which  comprehends  fuch 
a  variety  of  literary  purfuits,  as 
feem.ed  congenial  to  the  zegj  and 
activity  of  his  capacious  mind.  He 
ha  I  no  fooner  formed  this  refolu- 
tion,  than  he  adopted  a  more  regu- 
lar and  uniform  plan,  than  he  had 
hitherto  been  able^to  purfue.  For 
this  purpofe  he  removed,  towards 
the  end  of  1723,  to  the  univerfity 
of  Tubingen,  where  he  profecuted 
his  ftudies  with  that  unwearied  ap- 
^-cation,  which  never  forfook  him, 
wider  the  profeffors  Ellas  Camera- 
fiuis  and  Du  Vernoy.  From  Ca- 
merarius  he  learned  thofe  found 
principles  of  rational  phllofophy, 
which  teach  us  firft  to  doubt,  and 
afterwards   to  believe  j  and  which 

are 
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are  as  far  removed  from  credulity 
on  one  hand,  as  from  fcepticifm  on 
the  other.  From  the  lectures  of 
Du  Vernoy  he  imbibed  his  firlt  tafte 
for  botany,  and  made  fo  rapid  a 
progrcfs  in  the  ftudy  of  anatoniy, 
that  his  mafter  predided,  from  ie- 
\'eral  difl'ertations,  his  future  pro- 
ficiency in  that  line.  Notwith- 
ftanding,  however,  his  ftrong  and 
invariable  attachment  to  thele  two 
branches  of  natural  hiftory,  he  re- 
prefents  himfelf  as  fludying  in^vitd 
tnimr-x'n,  againft  nature ;  anatomy 
though  he  could  not  fupport  bad 
fmells,  and  botany  though  he  was 
extremely  fliort-fighted.  At  Tu- 
bingen he  alio  diilinguiHied  his 
knowledge  in  mineralogy,  by  re- 
futing the  error  of  Tourncfort,  in 
afcribing  to  fofllls  a  vegetating 
power. 

During  his  continuance  in  that 
univerfity,  he  gave  an  iaftance  of 
his  early  controul  over  his  pafiions  ; 
a  difficult  conquefl  for  a  young  man 
of  ftrong  feelings  and  lively  imagi- 
nation. A  fingle  deviation  into 
excefs,  into  which  he  had  been 
hurried  by  the  example  of  fome  of 
his  fellow-pupils,  fo  greatly  affcdled 
a  perfon  like  him,  no  lels  enamcir- 
ed  of  virtue,  than  fufceptible  of  in- 
genuous {hame,  that  he  inftan.tly 
formed  a  refolution  to  abftain  from 
wine;  and  adopted  a  ftridlnefs  of 
morals,  which  renders  highly  pro- 
bable the  afiertion  of  his  French 
encofniaft,  the  Marquis  de  Condor- 
cet,  that  he  was  defcended  from  a 
family,  in  which  piety  might  be 
faid  to  be  hereditary. 

In  1725,  Haller  repaired  to  Ley- 
den,  to  which  place  he  was  drawn 
by  the  great  reputation  of  Boer- 
haave.  tlere  he  found  a  more  am- 
ple field  for  a  difphy  of  his  abilities, 
and  the  improvement  of  liis  mind. 


He  became  the  favourite  fcholar  of 
Boerhaave,  by  whofe  example  and 
encouragement  he  ftrengthened  his 
growing  inclination  for  botany.  He 
noted  down  his  mafter's  ledlures  on 
the  Injittutes  of  Medicine  with  fuch 
precihon,  as  afterwards  gave  birth 
to  one  of  his  moft  ufeful  publica- 
tions. He  continued  his  anatomical 
ftudies  under  Albinu^,  juft  then  rinng 
into  fame,  and  the  venerable  Ruych, 
who  io  highly  improved  the  art 
of  injeding  anatomical  prepara- 
tions. 

The  precarious  ftate  of  his  health, 
probably  occafioned,  or  at  leaft  in- 
creafed,  by  his  intcnfe  application, 
induced  him  to  accompany  two  of 
his  countrymen  through  part  of 
Germany.  On  his  return,  in  1726, 
he  received  his  dodor's  degree, 
though  only  in  the  nineteenth  year 
of  his  age ;  and  publifhied  on  that 
occafion  his  inaugural  differtation  ik 
DuSiu  fali-uali  CoJchu:i%iano . 

In  17Z7  he  vilited  England,  waa 
favourably  received  by  Chefelden, 
Douglas,  and  Sir  Hans  Sloane ; 
and  improved  his  knowledge  of  me- 
dicine and  furgery  under  the  auipi- 
ces  of  thofe  celebrated  men,  and  by 
diligently  attending  the  hofpitals. 

At  Paris,  whither  he  next  di- 
re(^ed  his  coarfe,  he  ftudied  botany 
under  GeofFroy  and  Jufficu;  ana- 
tomy under  Le  Dian  and  Winflow, 
a  celebrated  furgcon.  Winflow  v.as 
indeed  his  favourite  mafter,  to  whom 
he  particularly  attached  himfelf; 
whom  he  propofed  to  his  difciples 
as  the  bert  model  for  their  imitation, 
as  an  anatomift  who,  ftiackled  by 
no  lyftem,  deicribed  fimpl ,  and 
faithfully  what  he  liimfelf  obfervcd 
in  his  diflcdions. 

Haller  had  propofed  to  contir.ae 
his  travels  to  Italy,  that  country 
where    medicinal    knowledge    firil 
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revived  in  the  darker  ages,  and 
where, 

*•  Sm'it  iv'ith  the  lo've  cf facnd for.g,"^ 

he  might  indulge  his  enthufiafm  and 
improve  his  talle  irf  claflical  litera- 
ture. The  uncertain  ftate  of  his 
health,  the  maladie  du  pays,  which  {o 
remarkably  afFeds  the  Swifs  in  fo- 
reign parts,  and  on  which  he  has 
compofed  a  poem,  together  with  the 
advice  of  his  friends,  prevailed  over 
his  inclination,  and  induced  liim  to 
return  to  iiis  native  country. 

In  his  way  to  Berne  he  Hopped 
at  Bafle,  in  order  to  ftucjly  mathe- 
.  matics  and  algebra  under  the  cele- 
brated John  Eernculli ;  and  in  this, 
as  well  as  every  other  initance  of 
his  life,  applied  with  fuch  inde- 
fatigable perfeverance,  as  if  thofe 
fciences  were  to  form  the  fule  objedi 
of  his  future  refearches.  His  pro- 
ficiency in  thefe  ftudies  is  fut?icient- 
ly  proved  by  feveral  treatifes  itill 
extant  in  manufcripi,  which  he 
compofed  on  arithmetic  and  geo- 
metry, and  particularly  by  his  re- 
marks on  the  Marquis  de  I'Hofpi- 
tal's  Analyfis  of  Infiniteflmais ;  and 
his  attachment  to  them  by  Lis  being 
deeply  employed  in  a  profound  cal- 
culation on  the  day  of  his  marriage. 
But  though  he  made  fuch  a  progrefs 
as  afloniihed  Bernoulli  himfclf.  he 
continued  his  other  purfuits,  being- 
appointed  to  read  leftures  on  ana- 
tomy during  the  fickncfs  of  the 
profeflbr:  v.iiile  he  fulfilled  the  duties 
of  that  oiiice,  he  alfo  attended  the 
le(5lurcs  of  Tzinger  on  the  pradical 
parts  of  medicine  ;  thus  at  the  fame 
lime  difplaying,  with  equal  pro- 
priet)',  the  dignity  of  a  profefTor, 
and  the  humility  of  a  pupil. 

During  the  fummer  of  1729,  he, 
in  company  with  his  friend  fohn 
Gefner,  made  an  cxcurfion  into  the 


mountains  of  Switzerland ;  an  e.\'- 
curfion  rendered  memorable  by  iti- 
Juggelling  to  him  the  plan  of  a 
Flora  Hilvetlcff,  and  by  infpiring 
his  poem  on  the  Afps  which  he 
compofed  in  the  2i(t  year  of  his 
age  ;  a  poem  as  fubfime  and  im- 
mortal as  the  mountains  which  are 
the  fubjctt  of  his  fong. 

Not  to  interrupt  thefe  biographi- 
cal anecdotes  with  a  chronological 
detail  of  his  poetical  produdllons,  I 
Hiall  juft  mention,  that,  not  long 
after  his  poem  on  the  Alps,  he  wrote 
his  ethic  epiitles,  on  the  Imperfec- 
tion of  Human  Virtue,  on  Super- 
ftition  and  Infidelity,  on  the  Origin 
of  Evil,  on  the  Vanity  of  Honour, 
Various  Satires,  Doris,  a  Paftoral 
on  his  firll  wife,  and  his  much-ad- 
m.ired  Elcgv  O'l  her  death.  It  is  a 
convincing  prcof  of  Haller's  verfa- 
tile  genius  and  extraordinary  men- 
tal powers,  that  he  ihould  have  fo 
eminently  excelled  in  poetry,  which, 
except  in  his  early  youth,  he  never 
confidered  otherwife  than  as  an 
amufement,  either  to  foothe  him  un- 
der affliflions,  and  in  the  bed  of  fick- 
neis,  or  to  confole  him  for  the  envy 
and  neglect  of  his  contemporaries. 

The  foundeft  German  critics  place 
Hallcr  among  the  mofl  eminent  of' 
ti.'^r  poets  ;  and  ccnfider  fublimity 
as  the  grand  characheriflic  of  his 
writings..  They  acknos".  ledge,  that 
he  improved  the  harmony  and 
richnefs  of liis  native  tongue;  that 
he  poirelfed  the  highell  powers  of 
invention  and  fancy ;  great  origi- 
nality both-  in  his  ideas  and  lan- 
guage ;  that  he  is  the  true  colourilf 
©f  nature;  that  he  founded  the- 
depths  of  meLr.phyfical  and  moraf 
fcience ;  that  he  equally  excels  in 
piiflurcfque  defcriptions,  in  fofc  and- 
delighif.il  imagery,  in  elevated  fen- 
timents,  and  philofophical  prccifion. 

A  few 
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A  few  f^pencllious  critics  have  re- 
proached his  poetry  with  occafional 
obfcurities ;  and  accufe  him  ofhav- 
in<{  introduced  a  new  language 
afFeftedly  avcrfe  to  the  common 
modes  of  didion.  Cold  criticifm 
may  ccnfure ;  but  ti'/enty-two  fuc- 
ceflive  editions  of  his  German 
poems,  and  the  tranflation  of  them 
into  the  piincipal  langurge^  of 
E,uropc,  prove-,  that  they  policfs  tlie 
great  ai:. I  of  poetry,  that  ofpleafing 
and  intcrciling  the  rc'ader.  And  it 
may  be  remarked  with  truth,  that 
although  Haller's  itupendciis  la- 
bours in  erudition  and  Icience  ren- 
der his  poetcc^il  taknts  of  inferior 
account;  yet  tliat  if  he  Imd  confined 
himfelf  to  poetry,  that  alone  would 
have  imimortalized  his  name. 

But  it  is  time  to  follow  HaHer  to 
his  native  city,  where  he  returned, 
in  1729,  expecting  from  his  coun- 
trymen that  refpcft  and  patronage, 
}iC  had  fo  liberally  received  abroad. 
He  had,  however,  the  mortification 
to  experience  that  neglect,  and  even 
envy,  to  which  every  fiian  of  genius 
is  expofed  in  his  ov/n  country,  and 
which  he  feejns  to  have  augmented 
by  his  latirical  compofitions. 

He  continued  three  years  without 
iiaving  the  intcreft  to  procure  any 
public  employment ;  and,  though 
he  prevailed  on  government  to  elta- 
i^liiii  an  anatomical  theatre,  and  gave 
lectures  gratis ;  yet  he  did  not  iuc- 
ceed  in  obtaining  the  place  Qi  phv- 
fician  to  the  hofpital,  vyhich  he  much 
defircd.  He  aifo  folicited  a  pro- 
■ieflbrlhip,  and  was  again  rcpulie'. 
He  icenis  to  have  fenfibly  felt  thefe 
difappointments,  and  exprcfTed  his 
impatience  and  indignation  in  his 
fatirical  poems.  Inltead,  however, 
of  damping  his  activity  or  abating 
the  ardour  of  his  genius,  he  re- 
doubled his  applicatioB  and  fcrviccc 


in  order  to  force  himfelf  into  pub'ic 
notice. 

His  literary  reputation  began 
rKiW  to  fpread  itfelf  by  various  bo- 
tanical, anatomical,  and  medical 
piiblications,  and  by  a  collection  of 
poems,  which  firlt  made  its  appear- 
ance in  1732. 

At  length,  in  1736,  he  received, 
unfolicited  on  his  pait,  the  oHer  of 
the  proffflbrfliij)  of  phyfic,  botany, 
and  furgery,  in  the  univeiiity  of 
Gof.ingcn,  newly  citablifhed  by 
George  the  Second.  Notwith- 
Uanding,  however,  all  the  advan- 
tages and  honours  which  accompa- 
nied this  offer,  he,  for  fome  time, 
hefuated  whether  he  fhould  accept 
it.  He  had,  in  173  ii  efpoufed  a 
young  lady  of  good  family,  whofe 
great  beauty  and  acccmplilhments 
were  rendered  liill  more  endearing 
by  her  affectionate  fubferviency  to 
his  manner  of  life.  She  had  brought 
him  three  children  ;  and  thefe  ties 
attached  him  more  Itrongly  to  his 
native  place,  where  Jiis  merits  had 
procu.'-ed  him  many  Cncere  friends; 
and  the  air  of  which  he  coniidered 
as  in  lorn*  refpej^t  neceflary  for  the 
continuance  of  his  health.  On  the 
contrary,  the  honour  of  being  in- 
vited bv  fo  great  a  monarch,  the 
dignity  of  the  cftabliijinient  to  which 
he  was  c&lled,  and  the  confuleration 
of  having  a  more  ample  theatre  for 
the  improvement  of  his  knowledge, 
induced  him  to  remove  to  Got- 
tingen. 

During  fcventeen  years,  in  which 
he  refided  at  Gortingen,  where  his 
abilities  cxpa'  ded  in  proportion  as 
his  opportunities  of  acquiring  know- 
ledge increaied ;  he  obtained  from 
gOYe.'-nment  the  eitahlifhm.ent  of  a 
botanical  garden,  which  he  luper- 
iiitended,  of  an  anatomical  theatre, 
a  fchool  for  midwifery,  and  a  col- 
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lege  fo  tlie  improvement  of  I'ur- 
gery.  Ke  formed  the  plan  for  a 
Royal  Society  of  Sciences,  oiWhich 
he  was  appointed  perpetual  pre- 
lident. 

The  comprchenfr-e  mind  and 
veriatik-  g.'i;ius  of  Haller,  united 
with  his  unieiniiting  riiligv^nce  and 
arGOur,  in  all  his  punuics,  enabled 
him  to  culiivaf;  with  unct)mmon 
fuccefs,  a  variety  of  knowledge. 
Had  not  the  great  Swede  pre-occu- 
pied  the  fiela,  it  is  probable,  that 
Haller  would  have  Itood  the  firft 
among  his  cont'^mporaries  as  an  im- 
prover of  botanical  knowledge. 

In  17.J.2,  his  great  botanical  work 
on  the  plants  of  Switzerland,  the 
refult  of  fourteen  years  fludy,  rrade 
its  appearance.  It  was  entitled, 
Eiiume ratio  Methodica  Stirpinm  Hel- 
'uetia,  in  2  vols,  folio.  •  It  Vv'as  the 
moft  copious  Flora  the  world  lad 
ever  feen,  comprifmg  1,840  fpecies, 
and  was  er^riched  with  feveral  ad- 
vantages, that  rendered  it  fingularly 
acceptable.  The  preface  contains 
a  compendicus  geographical  de- 
fcriptiou  of  Switzerland,  and  of  the 
Alps  particularly ;  an  account  of 
all  the  authors  who  had  written  on 
the  plants  of  that  ccuntry;  the  re- 
cital of  his  own  journies ;  acknow- 
ledgments to  thofe  who  had  aiiiiled 
him  ;  concluding  with  the  order  and 
method  he  means  to  purfue  in  this 
work. 

[We  muir  refer  our  readers  for  a 
more  detailed  account  of  the  bota- 
nical and  medical  works  of  Kaller, 
to  Mr.  Coxe's  valuable  letter,  from 
which  thefe  cxtradls  are  taken.]  - 

He  proceeds  to  inform  us  that 
Haller's  emoluments  augmented  as 
his  merits  were  difplayed  ;  and  ho- 
nours flowed  upon  him  from  all 
<:)uarters.  He  was  eleifled,  in  1 748, 
into  the  Royal  Society  of  Stock- 


holm, into  that  of  London  in  1749, 
and  in  1754  chofen  one  of  the  eight 
foreign  members  in  the  Acidcmy 
of  Sciences  at  Pa;is.  In  1739,  he 
was  appointed  phyfician  to  G  -o.ge 
the, Second,  and  kir:g's  counfellor 
in  1 740  In  1749,  the  emperor 
Francis  conferred  on  him  letter?  of 
nobility  at  the  rciuell  of  Geoige 
the  Second  ;  and  about  the  fame 
time  t  ic  king,  in  a  vifit  which  he 
paid  to  the  ur.iverfity,  diftii-^'uifhed 
Haller  with  particular  marko  of  ap- 
probation. 

He  declined,  in  1 745,  an  invita- 
tion to  Oxford,  which  would  pro- 
bably have  terminated  in  his  nomi- 
nation to  the  profelTo'-raip  of  bo- 
tany, vacant  by  the  death  of  the 
celebrated  Dillenius ;  a  fecond  from 
the  univerfity  of  Ut  echt ;  and,  in 
1750,  a  tiurd  from  the  king  of 
Pruifia,  with  the  offer  of  a  ve:y  con- 
fiderable  penfion. 

At  length,  in  1753,  induced  by 
the  precarious  iVate  of  his  health, 
by  the  defire  of  removing  frorii 
Gottingen,  '  which  he  called  the 
gra-je  of  hi^  v.ives,  '  and  by  his 
earneft  anxiety  to  dedicate  the  re- 
Hiainder  of  his  days  to  the  fervice 
of  his  ccuntry,  he  took  a  journey 
to  Berne,  in  order  to  procure  an 
eftablifnment,  which,  though  not 
adequate  to  his  prefent  appoint- 
ments, might  place  him  in  the 
bofom  of  his  beloved  Switzerland. 

His  grateful  country  rewarded 
thisdifmterefted  attachment  with  the 
moft  liberal  and  unbounded  confi- 
dence, and  employed  his  talents  in 
the  public  fervice. 

In  1757,  he  was  fent  to  reform 
the  academy  of  Laufanne  ;  and,  in 
the  following  year,  was  deputed 
by  the  Senate  to  examine  fome  cu- 
rious remains  of  antiquity  lately 
difcovered  at  Culm.     About  the 
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fame  time  he  was  appointed  direc- 
tor of  the  falt-works  at  Bex  and 
Aigle,  with  an  annual  falary  of 
j^.  500.  During  the  term  of  this 
appointment,  which  continued  fix 
years,  he  refidcd  at  La  Roche. 

On  his  return  to  Bcine  he  was 
eleiStcd  member  of  the  chamber  of 
appeal  for  the  German  diftrift,  of 
the  council  of  finances,  of  the  com- 
mittees for  matrimonial  affairs,  and 
for  impro--ing  the  fmall  livings  in 
the  French  diilric"l  of  the  canton  : 
he  was  alfo  appointed  perpetual  af- 
feflbr  of  the  Council  of  Health, 
v.ith  an  annual  falary  of  about 
£.  ICO,  as  a  token  of  his  country's 
gratitude  for  having  declined  fo 
many  Iplerdid  offers  from  foreign 
courts,  and  for  preferring  his  na- 
tive place  to  the  advancement  of 
his  fortune. 

In  1766,  and  the  following  years, 
this  great  man,  who  had  hitherto 
enlightened  fcience  from  his  clofet, 
difplayed  in  the  theatre  of  public 
life  the  more  aiiive  and  diflinguillied 
parts  of  a  patriot  and  politician. 
He  re-eilablilhcd  the  harmony  and 
fettled  the  difputes  between  the  Val- 
laid  and  the  canton  of  Scrne  by  a 
fuccefsful  negociation,  in  which  he 
fixed  the  new  boundaries  of  the  two 
ftates ;  he  was  afibciated  with  the 
moft  enlightened  chara'flers  of  the 
republic  in  terminating  tlie  diilen- 
tions  of  Geneva;  he  drew  up  the 
principal  difpatches  to  the  court  of 
Verfaillcs  on  the  fubjccl  of  the 
changes  which  had  been  projected 
at  Verfoi,  on  which  occafion  he 
held  a  perfonal  conference  with  the 
French  ambaflador  ;  and  u-as  em- 
ployed to  prepare  the  plan  of  a 
treaty,  which  the  canton  of  Berne 
contrafted  with  the  Elector  of  Ba- 
varia relating  to  the  purchafc  of 
fait. 


He  refumed  his  literary  labours, 
which  had  been  necefiarily  inter- 
rupted amidfl  his  otlier  more  impor- 
tant avocations.  He  publidied,  in 
1768,  his  hillory  of  Swifs  plants, 
mentioned  above;  and,  in  1771, 
the  firft  part  of  his  Bihliotheca  Mi- 
dicing,  or  his  Medical  Library. 

Eight  volumes  of  this  work  were 
publilhed  during  the  author's  life- 
time, between  the  years  1771  and 
1778.  The  anatomical,  including 
the  phyfiolcgy,  the  botanical,  and 
the  chirurgical,  were  each  com- 
prifed  in  two  volumes,  and  bring 
down  the  refpedive  fubjedts  nearly 
to  the  prefent  time.  Two,  on  the 
praftice  of  phyfic,  were  publiihed 
by  Haller  himi'elf,  a  third  after  his 
deceafe  by  Dr.  Tribolet,  and  a 
fourth  by  Dr.  Brandis  of  Childen- 
flieim,  from  the  manufcript  of 
Hallcr,  which  the  learned  author 
has  confiderably  augmented. 

Haller  alio  employed  the  latter 
period  of  his  life  in  fending  e\tra£ls 
from  eminent  publications  for  the 
Biblhthcque  Raifo/inee  ;  furnifiied 
m.any  of  the  articles  for  the  fupple- 
ment  to  the  Paris  Encyclopedic,  for 
the  quarto  improved  edition  of  the 
fame  work  publilhed  at  Yverdun, 
and  for  the  dictionary  of  natural 
hiltory  printed  at  the  fame  place. 
He  m^iditated  alfo  a  new  edition  of 
his  great  phyHological  work,  of 
which  he  put  forth  the  firft  volume 
in  I777>  only  a  few  months  before 
his  death. 

His  adive  imagination  brooding 
on  the  civil  and  political  affairs,  in 
which  he  ha«  been  lately  engaged, 
produced,  between  1771  and  1774, 
his  three  political  romances.  U.ong, 
Allred.and  Fabius  and  Cato,  which 
treat  of  the  dclpotic,  monarchical, 
and  republican  governments.  In 
Ufong  he  (ketches,  with  .i  mafterly 
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hand,  the  abufes  of  abfoliue  autho- 
rity, and  fets  forth,  in  the  charader 
of  the  principal  peifonage,  the 
happy  effefts  which  may  be  derived 
from  a  virtuous  and  intelligent  fo- 
vereign,  even  amidft  the  horrors  of 
oriental  defpotifm.  In  Alfred  he 
difplays  the  advantages  of  a  limited 
monarchy,  wherein  the  balance  of 
power  is  wifely  dilb-ibuted  ;  and 
which,  while  it  avoids  the  extremes 
of  either,  enjoys  the  benefits  of  both. 
In  Fabius  and  Cato  he  defcribes, 
with  an  animation  and  fplrit  worthy 
of  ancient  Rome,  but  with  a  partia- 
lity natural  to  a  republican,  the  arif- 
tocratical  government  as  moft 
friendly  to  the  difplay  of  patriotlfm, 
and  moft  congenial  to  the  exertions 
of  genius.  In  thefe  romances  he 
tiifcovers  found  principles  of  legiOa- 
tion,  great  political  fagacity,  ad;=ep 
infight  into  human  nature,  and  a 
moft  extenfive  acquaintance  v/ith 
hiftory. 

If  we  confider  Haller  as  a  man  of 
piety  and  a  Chriftian,  we  fliall  ob- 
ferve  him  tracing,  from  a  compre- 
henfive  view  of  the  creation  in  its 
grandeft  as  well  as  in  its  niinutell 
parts,  the  necejjary  exiftence  of  a  Su- 
preme Being,  and  the  great  princi- 
ples of  natural  religion.  We  fhall 
fee  him  demonftrating  the  divine 
origin  of  Chriftianity  from  a  pro- 
found ftudy  of  the  New  Tellament, 
from  the  excellence  of  its  morality, 
its  manifell  influence  over  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind,  and  its  tendency 
to  meliorate  our  nature ;  and  we 
fhall  find  him  proving  himfclf,  both 
in  i;is  life  and  writings,  a  zealous 
friend  and  able  advocate  of  the  re- 
vealed doftrines. 

Haller,  at  a  very  early  period  of 
his  life,  undertook  the  defence  of 
natural  and  revealed  religion  on  all 
ogcafioiis.     In  1732  he  declared,  in 


his  preface  to  his  poetry,  that  he 
was  firmly  convinced  of  their  truth  j 
in  1747,  he  lejcded  with  horror  the 
dedication  which  La  Metric  offered 
to  prefix  to  his  work  entitled 
"  V Homifie  Machine i'^  and  he  de- 
clared, in  various  literary  journals, 
that  he  neither  acknowledged  as  his 
friend,  or  his  difciple,  a  man  who 
entertained  fuch  impious  notions. 
In  a  preface  which  he  publifhed  in 
1 75  I,  to  Formey's  abridgement  of 
Crouzas's  "  Examen  du  Pyrrho- 
nijhe^''  he  paints,  in  t!-ie  llrongefl 
colours,  the  dreadful  effects  of  infi- 
delity both  on  fociety  and  indivi- 
duals. He  alio  put  foith,  in  the 
German  tongue,  "  Letters  to  his 
Daughter,  on  the  Truth  of  the 
Chriitian  Revelation  ;"  he  publifhed 
an  extraft  from  Ditton's  "  Truth  of 
the  Refurreflion  of  Jefus  Chrift," 
which  he  acknowledges  to  have  firft 
cleared  any  doubts  he  might  enter- 
tain on  that  fubjedt.  He  avows,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  he  received  infi-, 
nite  fatisfadlion  from  the  ftudy  of 
the  New  Teftament,  becaulehewas 
never  more  certain  of  holding  con- 
verfe  with  the  Deity,  than  when  he 
read  his  nxill  in  that  divine  book. 

In  1775,  he  finally  gave  to  the 
public,  alio  in  the  German  language, 
"  Letters  concerning  fcveral  late 
Attempts  of  Freethinkers  yet  living 
againft  Revelation."  In  this  work 
the  author  examines  and  refutes  the 
objedlions  to  Chrillianity,  advanced 
in  fo  lively  and  dangerous  a  manner 
by  Voltaire  in  his  iOucJlionsfurrEii- 
cyclopcciie.  "  If  this  latter  publica- 
tion," adds  Senncbier,  "  may  be 
confidered  as  an  Index  to  the 
Doubts  and  Arguments  againft  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  the  work  of 
Haller  may  be  entitled  J\n  Index  to 
the  Anfwers  in  favour  of  the  fame 
Revelation,  to  be  cpnfuhed  by  thofe 
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wl»o  wifli  impartially  to  difcufs  both 
fides  of  this  important  quellion." 
When  learning  and  philolophy,  in- 
ftead  of  beingemployed  in  fuppoit- 
ing  fceptical  ten»ts  by  artful  io- 
philtry,  thus  lend  their  united  affilt- 
aACe  to  the  caufc  of  religion,  they 
then  truly  become  an  honour  to  tlie 
poflelTor,  and  u  benefit  to  lociety. 

Even  this  great  and  good  man 
was  not  exempt  froan  a  too  anxious 
folicitude  for  his  welfare  in  a  future 
itate.  That  deprcfiion  of  fpirits, 
which  ought  julHy  to  be  confidered 
as  the  efFefts  of  difeafc,  and  the 
warmth  of  his  imagination  confpir- 
ing  perhaps  wii.4  tlie  narrow  pririciT- 
pies  of  (Jalviniim,  in  which  he  had 
been  educated,  led  him  to  reflect  ra- 
ther on  the  jiijlice  than  the  mercy  oi 
the  Deity,  and  to  bewilder  himlelf 
in  the  endlels  mazes  of  predc.'lina- 
tion  and  grace.  In  one  of  his  de- 
fponding  fits,  he  compared  himfeJf, 
as  uncertain  of  falvation,  to  a  man 
placed  on  the  edge  of  a  prcc  pice 
without  any  fupport,  and  cxpcvfting 
every  inftant  to  fall.  At  another 
moment,  animated  with  a  paflion  for 
fciencf,  he  breaks  out,  in  a  letter 
to  his  friend  Bonnet,  into  the  fol- 
lowing exclamation,  expreflive  of 
his  regret  to  quit  a  world  which  he 
had  impro\cd  by  his  difcovcrics, 
and  which  he  might  ftill  further  illu- 
minate by  his  zt-al  and  application. 
*'  O  my  poor  brain,  vvhica  mult  re- 
turn to  dull ;  and  all  the  knowledge 
and  information  which  1  have  been 
colleding  with  fuch  unwearied  la- 
bour, will  fade  an.t:ay  like  the  dream 
of  an  infant." 

Thefe  little  weaknefTes  of  a  great 
mind  overpowered  by  conllitutional 
irritability,  and  llruggling  againll 
early  prejudice's,  are  more  intereft- 
ing  to  the  man  who  feels  and  le- 
fpefts  the  imperfections  of  human 


nature,  even  in  its  mod  cx.a]ted  ftate, 
than  tiie  molt  pompous  and  exagge- 
rated accounts  of  utterring  wifdom, 
or  uniform  virtue  which  never  cx- 
illed.  And  it  is  a  pleafing  fatiifac- 
tion  to  learn,  that  reaibn  and  reli- 
gion  rofe  fupcrior  to  the  gloomy 
defpondency  of  ficknefs ;  and  that 
Haller  met  death  with  the  calmnefs 
of  a  philofopher,  and  the  faith  of  a 
Chrillian.  In  the  lalt  letter  which 
he  wrote,  a  few  days  before  his  de- 
ceafe,  he  fpeaks  indeed  of  the  tre- 
menJious  grandeur  of  eternity,  but 
with  hopes  rather  than  with  fears ; 
and  locks  back  upon  his  pail  life 
u  ith  fatisfadiun  ;  amidd  a  few  com- 
plaints uttered  on  his  painful  fuffer- 
ings,  he  mentions  his  country  with 
the  moft  ardent  afFedion,  and  offers 
up  his  lall  prayers  for  its  prefcrva- 
tion  and  welfare. 

He  continued  his  literary  labours, 
and  preferved  iis  fenfes  and  com- 
pofuie  to  the  jaft  moment  ;  he  be- 
held his  end  approaching  without 
fear  and  regret;  "  My  friend,"  f;iid 
he  to  the  phyucian  who  attended 
him,  "  I  die,  my  pulfe  is  flopped," 
and  then  expired.  He  died  on  the 
I  2th  of  December  1777,  in  the  fe- 
venti.;th  year  of  his  ;ige.— Thu* 
lived,  and  thus  died,  the  great 
Haller;  a  man  to  whom  Michaeiis, 
the  eminent  orientaliif,  julHy  ap- 
plies an  obfervation  which  had  been 
made  on  the  genius  of  Arillotle  ; 
"  hiiquc  Cfrlo,  neque  terra,  iteque 
niari  quicquam  rchuqucre  I'cluit  inco^~ 
nit  urn,  indole  prftlcrea  adio  mirafnli^ 
ut  ad  fnguLi  >!atuvi  pru\ipud  dicas." 

in  his  pcrfbn  Haller  was  Lall  and 
majcilic,  of  a  fcriuas  and  exprefhvt; 
countenance ;  he  had  at  times  an 
open  Imilc,  always  a  pleafing  tone 
of  voice,  ufu.ally  low,  aad  feldoni 
elevale<',  even  when  he  was  moil 
agitated.  He  was  fond  of  unbend- 
ing 
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ing  himfelf  in  fociety,  was  on  thofe 
occafions  remarkably  cheerful,  po- 
lite, and  attentive;  he  would  con- 
verfe  with  the  ladies  on  fafnions, 
modes  of  drefs,  and  other  trifles, 
with  as  much  eafe  as  if  he  had  never 
fecluded  himfelf  from  the  world. 

Mr.  Bonnet  informed  me,  that 
Haller  wrote  with  equal  facility  the 
German,  French,  and  Latin  tongues ; 
that  he  was  fo  well  acquainted  with 
all  the  European  languages,  except 
the  Ruffian,  Poiifh,  and  Hungarian, 
as  to  fpealcwith  the  natives  in  their 
refpective  idioms.  When  he  con- 
verfed  on  any  fcience  or  fubjtft  of 
literature,  his  knowledge  was  fo 
extenfive,  that  he  feemed  to  hare 
made  that  his  particular  ftudy.  His 
profound  erudition  in  every  branch 
of  fcience,  is  well  known  to  all  who 
are  converfant  with  his  works :  but 
the  variety  of  his  info  mation,  and 
the  verfatilitycf  his  talents,  are  thus 
delineated  by  a  perfon  who  v/as  his 
particular  friend :  "  He  pofitfTed 
a  fundamental  knowledge  of  natural 
hiilory ;  was  well  read  in  hiftory 
both  anUent  and  modern,  univerfal 
and  particular ;  and  uncommonly 
verfed  in  the  ftate  of  agriculture, 
manufaitures,  trade,  population,  li. 
terature,  and  languages  of  the  re- 
ipeftive  nations  of  Europe  ;  he  had 
read  vvich  attention  the  moft  re- 
markable voyages  and  travels ;  and 
was  particularly  converfant  in  the 
late  difcoveries  which  tend  to  il- 
luilrate  tne  geography  of  the  globe. 
He  had  even  perufedrnany  thoufand 
novels  and  plays ;  and  polTeifed  fuch 
an  aftonifhing  memory,  that  he  could 
detail  their  contents  with  theutmoft 
precificn." 

'  As  it  was  his  cuftom  to  make 
extr::cls,  and  to  give  his  opinion  of 
every  book  which  came  into  his 
hando,  &i  well  for  his  own  private 


ufe,  as  for  the  Gottingen  Review, 
he  read  moft  new  publications ;  and 
fo  eager  was  he  ufually  in  the  pe- 
rufal,  that  he  laid  them  upon  the 
table  even  when  he  was  at  dinner, 
occafionally  looking  into  them,  and 
marking  thofe  parts  with  a  pencil, 
which  he  afterwards  extraded  or 
commented  upon.  He  was  accuf- 
tomed  to  make  his  remarks  on  fmall 
pieces  of  paper,  of  dift'erent  fizes, 
which  he  placed  in  order,  and  faf- 
tened  together ;  a  method  he  learn- 
ed from  Leibnitz. 

He  derived  from  nature  extreme 
fenfibility,  or  rather  irritability  of 
temper,  which  is  ever  the  child  of 
genius.  He  fpoke  therefore  from 
his  own  experience,  when,  in  a 
lettter  to  Voltaire,  he  thus  expreftcd 
himfelf: — "  Providence  holds  with 
an  equ.\l  hand  the  balance  of  human 
happinefs.  He  has  loaded  you  with 
riches,  he  has  loaded  you  with 
glory;  but  misfortune  was  neccf- 
fary,  and  he  preferved  the  equili- 
brium by  giving  you  fenfibility.  If 
my  wifhes  could  take  cit;ct,  I  would 
beftov/  upon  you  that-  tranquillity 
which  flies  at  the  approach  of  ge- 
nius, which  is  inferior  to  genius  In 
relation  to  fociery,  but  far  fuperior 
in  regard  to  ourfelves :  then  the 
moft  celebrated  man  in  Europei 
fhould  be  at  the  fame  time  the  moft 
h3-:>py." 

He  was  always  impatient  under 
ficknefs,  as  well  from  his  extreme 
fufceptibility  of  pain,  as  becaufe  he 
was  precluded  in  that  fituation  from 
his  literary  occupations.  He  was 
fond,  therefore,  of  taking  A'iolent 
remedies,  more  calculated  to  remove 
the  immediate  eifefts  of  pain,  and 
to  check  his  diforder,  than  to  cure 
it  radically.  In  his  latter  years  he 
accuftomed  hinrjfelf  to  opium,  which, 
operating  as  a  tempprary  palliative, 
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pnly  increafed  his  natural  impa- 
tience. This  reftleiTnefs  of  temper, 
which  occafionally  dillurbed  his 
tranquillity  even  in  his  younger 
days,  and  in  the  full  flow  of  his 
health  and  fpirits,  was  confiderably 
heightened  by  the  advances  of  age, 
and  the  dlforders  which  lha,cter'jd 
his  frame  towards  the  clofe  of  his 
days. 

His  correfpondence  in  every  pe- 
riod of  his  life  was  extenfive,  punc- 
tuai,  and  carried  on  in  the  Englifh, 
French,  German,  Latin,  and  Italian 
languages. 

Six  volumes  of  Latin  epiflles, 
and  three  in  the  German  tongue, 
addreffed  to  him  f  om  men  of  learn- 
ing in  various  part;  of  t>urope,  have 
been  given  to  the  public,  but  his 
own  have  never  made  their  appear- 
ance. It  is  much  CO  be  lamented, 
that  he  feldom  prcf^rved  any  copies, 
being  himfelf  too  m.ucji  occupied  for 
that  purpofe;  and  never  iutiiciently 
rich  to  maintain  a  fecretary.  His 
two  principal  correfpondents,  to 
y/hom  he  opened  his  heart,  were 
Bonnet  of  Geneva,  and  John  Gcf- 
ner  of  Zuric  :  to  the  latter  he  wrote 
either  in  German  or  Latin,  to  Mr. 
ponnet  in  the  French  tongue.  This 
celebrated  friend  of  Haller  polTefles 
feven  manulcript  volumes  of  his 
letters  :  it  was  an  uninterrupted 
correfpondence  of  twenty  -  three 
years;  begun  in  March  1754,  and 
finiihing  only  a  few  days  before  his 
death,  in  December  1777.  This 
cpillolary  commerce  comprehends 
a  great  variety  of  fubjeifts,  princi- 
pally concerning  phvhology,  natu- 
ral niilory,  the  Itrudure  of  the  globe, 
poH'.ics,  morality,  and  religion. 
Haller  being  accullomed  to  coniult 
his  friend  on  all  occafions,  to  dii'- 
clofe  his  mod  fee  ret  thoughts,  and 
to  relate  his  diurnal  occupations ; 


thefe  efFufions  of  the  moment  dif- 
cover  the  fucceflive  train  of  his 
fludies,  the  progrefs  of  his  diicove- 
ries,  and  his  gradual  advances  ia 
knowledge. 

"  Thefe  letters  of  my  mod  re- 
fpedable  friend,"  added  Bonnet, 
"  difpjay  his  genius,  his  undcr- 
fl;anding,'and  the  goodnefs  of  hi^ 
heart,  more  fully  than  any  of  hb 
publications.  His  ftyle,  concife, 
energetic,  yet  pidurefque,  corre- 
fponds  with  the  llrength  and  origi- 
r.alityofhis  ideas;  and  he  fpeaki, 
with  no  lefs  fublimity  than  convic- 
tion, of  the  great  truths  of  natural 
and  revealed  religion.  Though  he 
treats  the  numerous  advocates  for 
infidelity,  and  particularly  Voltaire, 
with  fufHcicnt  fevcrity ;  yet  his 
heat  is  the  ardour  of  conviftion,  and 
did  not  proceed  from  either  pique 
or  fpirit  of  contradiclion  :  he  feem- 
ed  as  if  he  was  perfonally  interelted 
in  all  queftions  on  revelation,  and 
pleaded  its  cauic  as  if  it  had  been 
his  own.  He  is  no  lefs  feverc  a- 
gainfl  thofe  writers,  who  feeni  to 
exclude  the  intervention  of  a  firit 
intellectual  cauie  in  the  creation  and 
arrangement  of  the  uuiverfc,  and 
particularly  cenfures  the  materialilb, 
who  endeavour  to  deduce  mecha- 
nically the  formation  of  organized 
bodies-  In  a  wonl,  his  philofophy 
was  entirely  prafticai,  becaufe  it 
was  entirely  Cnrillian  ;  and  notliing 
fecured  his  approbation,  but  what 
tended  to  improve  the  underlland- 
ing,  or  to  amend  the  heart." 

I  am  concerned  to  fin.l,  that  the. 
publication  of  this  corrcipondcnce, 
between  two  fuch  enlightened  and 
virtuous  philofophers  as  Haller  and 
Bonnet,  which  in  fome  works  had 
been  announced  to  the  public,  Ihould, 
on  account  of  private  reaions,  be 
reUmjui:hed.  Keligion,  morality, 
philofophy^ 
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philofophy,  and  learning,  would  be 
greatly  benefited  by  this  e'pillolary 
commerce. 

Haller's  library,  eonfifting  of  a- 
bout  4,000  volumes,  was  purchafed 
for  /^.  2,000  by  the  emperor,  for  the 
publ  c  library  of  Milan,  where  I 
examined  it  in  1785.  The  collec- 
won  is  particularly  rich  in  books  of 
natural  hiitory,  and  is  rendered  in- 
valuable from  numerous  annotations 
of  Haller,  written  on  the  margins. 

Halier  was  three  times  married, 
&rl\  to  Marianne  VVytlen,  in  1731, 
who  died  in  1736.  2.  To  Eliza- 
beth Buchers,  in  1738,  who  died  in 
childbed  tb.e  ianie  or  the  following 
year;  both  natives  cit'  Brrne.  3. 
In  1739.  to  Amelia  Frederica 
Teichmeyer,  a  German  lady,  who 
fuivived  him.  tje  hns  written  and 
publiihed  the  lives  of  his  two  firit 
>vive3.  He  left  eight  children,  four 
fons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom 
he  lived  to  fee  efbWillied.  His 
eldeil  fon,  Gotiieb  Emanuel,  who 
xvas  born  in  1735,  followed  his  fa- 
*h':r's  exami-de  in  dedicating  himfelf 
to  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and  to 
the  purfui.s  of  literature.  He  was 
circled  member  of  the  Great  Coun- 
cil, and  obtained  various  employ- 
r"ionts  under  government,  particu- 
larly the  bailliage  of  Nyon,  in  which 
fr.u.ition  he  died  in  1786.  He  dif- 
tinguiflied  himfelf  as  an  author  hv 
various  nutdications  tcndino;  to  il- 
luiirate  the  hiilory  and  literature  of 
Switzerland,  and  particularly  by 
]iis  BJ.i-xi:eitiie',-'bzbiiotkek.,  or  Swils 
Library,  in  6  volmr.es  Svo.  of  which 
he  livetl  to  pabliih  only  the  fsril'. 
in  this  work,  defervedly  efleemed 
for  its  method  and  accuracy,  the  in- 
defatigable author  enumerates  all 
the  books  which  treat  of  Switzer- 
land, in  all  languages,  and  all  the 
v,orks  pvibll'l'.ed  by  the  Swifi  o«  a-II 
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fubji.cJ'Ls.  He  even  defcend-,  lo  the 
niinut'.il:  articles  which  have  ap- 
pearcl  in  reviews  and  journals ;  and 
in  moil  inllances,  where  the  publi- 
cation deicrves  detail,  analyfes  the 
contents,  correfts  the  errors,  and 
gives  his  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
the  performnvice. 

1  was  perfonally  acquainted  with 
the  learned  author,  and  am  indebted 
to  him  for  fome  curious  information 
on  Sv.it7,ei-land,  and  for  feveral 
anecdotes  relative  to  his  illullrious 
fathe;-,  wldch  J  have  intioduced  into 
thete  biographical  memoirs. 


Account  of  ihe  late  Mr.    Howard  5 

Jrcm  the  Cxeuthman'' s  Magazihefor 
March    1 790. 

BOUT  the  end  of  the  month 
i,  cf  February  1 790,  advice  was 
received,  by  Mr.  Whitbrcad,of  the 
not  unexpedled,  yet  certainly  un- 
timely death  of  the  eccentric,  but 
truly  worthy,  John  Howard,  efq. 
— This  extraordinary  roan  was  the 
ion  of  an  upholllerer,  or  carpet 
warehouleman,  in  Longrlane,  Weil 
Smithfieid,  and  was  put  apprentice 
to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Newnliam,  a 
wholcfile  grocer,  giandf.ither  to  the 
prefent  alderman.— [lis  father  died, 
leaving  only  this  fon  and  a  daugh- 
ter, to  both  of  whom  he  bequeathed 
handfome  fortunes  ;  and  by  his  will 
diredod  that  his  fon  ihould  not  be 
confidered  of  age  till  he  was  five- 
and-twenty.  His  conllitution  was 
thought  very  weak,  and  his  health 
appeared  to  have  been  injured  by 
the  neccflary  duties  of  his  appren- 
tice'.hip ;  and  therefore,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  it,  he  took  an  apartment 
in  a  lodging-houfe  in  Church  Street, 
Stoke  Nevvington,  Middlcfex;  but 
r!Ot  meeting  with  the  tenderell  treat- 
ment 
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mcnt  there,  he  removed  to  another 
lodging- houfe  in  the  fame  ftrect, 
which  was  kept  by  a  widow  named 
IV'Irs.  Sarah  Lardeau.  Here  he  was 
iiurfed  with  the  utmoit  care  and 
attention  ;  and  at  length  he  became 
fo  fond  o{  his  landlady,  that  he  re- 
folved  to  marry  her,  out  of  grati- 
tude for  her  kindnefs  to  him.  Jn 
vain  flie  expoilulated  with  him  upon 
the  extravagance  of  fuch  a  pro- 
ceeding, he  being  about  28,  and  flie 
about  5  I  years  of  age,  and  tu  enty 
years  older  in  conlHtution ;  but 
nothing  could  deter  him  ;  and  they 
were  privately  married  about  the 
year  1752.  She  was  pofieiTtd  of  a 
fmall  fortune,  which  he  prcfcnted 
to  her  filler.  During  hi-  refidence 
at  Newington,  the  niinillcr  of  tlie 
dilfenting  mcetiiig-hciifj  there  re- 
figned  his  office,  and  a  facccfibr 
was  elefted  ;  and  Mr.  Howard,  who 
v/as  bred  a  difienter,  and  itcdriftly 
adhered  all  his  life  to  that  profflJioii, 
propofed  to  purchafe  the  leale  of  a 
hoafe  near  the  meeting-houfe,  and 
to  appropriate  it  as  a  paribnagc- 
houfe  for  the  ufe  of  the  minifter  for 
the  time  being,  and  gencrouHy  con- 
tributed 50  1.  for  that  purpofe.  Fiis 
wife  died  November  10,  1755  ;  ^^^^ 
foon  after  he  formed  a  refolution  of 
vifiting  Lifbon,  which  had  been 
jult  before  laid  in  ruins  by  the 
earthquake  of  November  1,  1755. 
y\bout  Midfummer  1756,  he  fet  fail 
for  Lilbon,  en  board  the  Hanover 
Packet,  which  was  taken  by  a 
French  privateer  ;  and  he  behaved 
with  fo  much  hauteur,  10  much  a 
V Anghii,  to  the  captain  of  the  pri- 
vateer, as  might  probably  be  the 
caufc  of  his  fuffering  fo  Icverely  as 
it  appears  he  did,  (lee  "  State  of 
Prifons,"  pp.  22  ai;d  23,  note) ;  and 
•'  perhr.ps  what  he  fuffered  on  this 
occafion  incrcafed"  (if  it  did  not  call 


forth)  "  his  fympathy  with  the  un- 
liappy  people  wlioh-  caufeis  the  fub- 
jed  oftliis  book." — He  afterwards,  it 
is  believed,  made  the  tour  of  Italy; 
and  at  his  return  fettled  at  Broken- 
hurll,  a  retired  and  pleafant  villa 
in  the  New  Fureft,  near  Lymington 
in  Hampihire,  having,  April  25, 
1758,  married  Harriet,  daughter  of 
Edward  Leeds,  efq.  of  Croxton,  in 
the  county  of  Cambridge,  king's  fer- 
jeant.  Mrs.  Howard  died  in  1765, 
in  child-bed,  of  her  only  cliild,  a 
Ton,  who  unfortunately  has  been  for 
feveral  years  lunatic,  and  now  is, 
or  lately  was,  under  the  care  of  T. 
Arnold,  M.  D.  of  Leiceller.  Before 
the  death  of  his  fecond  wife,  h«  left 
Lymington,  and  purchafed  an  eltate 
at  Cardington,  near  Bedford,  ad- 
joiniiig  to  that  of  his  relation  Mr, 
Whitbread.  Wiiilc  he  refided  at 
Cardington,  he  very  much  conci- 
liated the  elkem  of  the  poor,  by 
employing  them,  building  cottao-es 
for  them,  kz.  Every  Sunday  he 
went  to  Bedford,  attended  botlu 
morning  and  evenmg  fervice  at  one 
of  the  diflenting  meeting-hoiifcs, 
and  then  leturned  home.  He  was 
univerfally  eiteemed  by  the  Prefbv- 
terians,  Moravians,  and  all  the  otiier 
feftaries  with  which  that  borough 
abounds  ;  and  at  the  general  dele- 
tion in  1774,  offered  himfelfwith 
Mr.  Whitbread,  as  a  candidate  to 
repre.^cut  it  in  parliament,  'i'hev 
were  oppofed  by  Sir  W.  Wake, 
bart.  and  R.  Sparrow,  efq.  who 
were  returned  ;  and  Mr.  Whitbread 
and  Mr.  Howard  petitioning,  the 
committee  dctOTmined  that  s"ir  W. 
Wake  and  Mr.  Whitbread  were 
duly  eledted.  In  confequence  of 
the  aft  19  Geo.  JIL  forelbblilhing 
penitentiary  houfes,  the  late  Dr! 
Fothergill,  Mr.  Howard  and  Geo. 
Whatley,  clquire,  trtafurcr  of  the 
Foundling 
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Foundling  Hofpltal,  were  appoint- 
ed by  his  majeRy  lupcrvil'ors  of 
them.  The  doflor  and  Mr.  How- 
ard tixed  on  a  fpot  for  the  ereiftion 
of  thtm.,  near  to  that  wheieon  Pen- 
ton  ville  chapel  has  fince  been  erec- 
ted. Mr.  Whatley,  on  the  other 
hand,  infilled  that  they  fnould  be 
built  on  or  near  the  Ifie  of  Dogs : 
but  being  fixed  in  his  own  opinion, 
having  loft  his  friend  and  co-aujutor 
Dr.  Fothergill,  and  feeing  no  prof- 
ped:  of  accomplilhing  the  buiinefs 
in  any  \^ay  that  would  be  agreeable 
to  him,  in  January  1781,  Mr.  How- 
ard fcnt  a  letter  to  earl  Bathuril, 
lord  prefident  of  the  council,  re- 
quefting  his  majefty  to  accept  his 
refignation  of  the  office.  His  filler 
died  unm.arrled,  and  left  him  her 
lioufe  in  Great  Ormond  Street,  to- 
gether with  a  confiderable  fortune 
in  the  funds,  which  he  conftrued  into 
an  approbation,  on  the  part  of  Pro- 
vidence, of  his  fchemes  for  the  re- 
lief of  prifoners,  and  viade  ufe  of  the 
money  accordingly.  In  1773,  he 
fcrved  the  office  of  fheiiff  of  the 
county  of  Bedford.  This  office,  as 
he  cbferves,  brought  "  the  diftrefs 
of  prifoners  more  immediately  un- 
der his  notice^"  and  with  a  view 
to  its  alleviation,  he  began  his  la- 
bours by  "  vifiting  moft  of  the 
county  gaols  in  England,"  and  af- 
terwards, "  the  bridewells,  houfes 
of  corredioTi,  city  and  town  gaols," 
where  he  found  "  multitudes  both 
of  felons  and  debtors"  "  dying  of 
the  gaol  fever  and  the  fmall-pox." 
L'pon  this  I'll bj eft  he  v/as  examined 
in  the  houfc  of  commons,  in  March 
1774,  when  *'  he  had  the  honour  of 
their  thanks."  This  encouraged 
him  to  proceed  in  his  dcngn  :  he 
travelled  again  and  again  through 
Great  Biitain  and  Ireland,  and  alfo 
into    France,    Flanders,    Holland, 


Germany,  and  Switzerland  ;  and 
publilhed  "  The  State  of  the  Pri- 
foris  in  England  and  Wales,  with 
Preliminary  Obfervations,  and  an 
Account  of  fome  Foreign  Prifons, 
1777,"  4to.  with  a  dedication  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  dated  April  5, 
1777.  In  1780,  he  publifhed  an  ap- 
pendix to  this  account,  in  which  he 
extended  the  narrative  of  his  travels 
to  Italy,  and  gave  fome  obferva- 
tions concerning  the  management 
of  prifoners  of  war,  and  the  hulks 
on  the  Thames.  This  appendix  he 
re-publiflied  in  1784;  which  publi- 
cation included  alfo  an  account  of  his 
vifit  to  Denmark,  Sweden,  Ruffia; 
Poland,  Portugal,  and  Spain.  By 
this  time  his  charafler  for  adive 
benevolence  had  engaged  the  public 
attention.  It  was  propofed  that  a 
fublcription  fhould  be  fet  on  foot  to 
ereft  a  fiatue  to  his  honour,  and 
1533I.  13s.  6d.  was  fublcribed  for 
that  purpofe;  but  fome  of  thofe 
who  knew  Mr.  Howard  beft,  never 
concurred  in  thefcheme,  being  well 
afiurc'd  that  he  would  never  coun- 
tenance nor  accede  to  it :  and  the 
event  juftificd  their  condud;  for 
the  language  that  he  held  upon  the 
fubjcft,  when  frft  advlfed  of  it,  was, 
"  Have  not  1  one  friend  in  Eng- 
land, that  would  put  a  flop  to  fuch 
a  proceeding  ?"  In  confequence  of 
two  letters  from  Mr.  Howard  him- 
felf  to  the  fubfcribers,  the  defign 
was  laid  afide ;  and  the  contribu« 
tors  were  publicly  invited,  either  to 
recall  their  monty,  or  to  leave  it  to 
the  dif'.oftion  of  the  committee. 
In  1789,  Mr.  Howard  publiflied 
"  An  Account  of  the  principal  La- 
zarettos in  Europe,  w;th  various 
Papers  relative  to  the  Pl.-guc,  to- 
gether with  further  Obfervations 
on  fome  Foreign  Prifons  and  Hof- 
pitals,  and  addidoaal  Remaiks  on 
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the  prefent  State  of  thofe  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,"  with  a  great 
number  of  curious  plates.  Befidts 
thefchc  pubiiilicd,  in  17S0,  "  Hif- 
torical  Remarks  and  Anecdotes  on 
the  Caftle  of  the  Biftile,  tranflated 
from  the  French;"  and  lad  year 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany's 
"  new  Code  of  Criminal  Law,  with 
an  Englilh  Tranflation." 

Not  fatisfied,  however,  with  what 
he  had  already  done,  he  concludes 
his  "  Account  of  Lazarettos,"  with 
anrouncing  his  "  intention  again 
to  quit  his  country,  for  the  purpofe 
of  re-viliting  Ruflia,  Turkey,  and 
fome  other  countries,  and  extending 
his  tour  in  the  Eait.  I  am  not  in- 
fenfibic,  fays  he,  of  the  dangers  that 
niuft  attend  fuch  a  journey.  Truil- 
ing,  however,  in  the  protefiion  of 
that  kind  Providence  which  has 
hitherto  preferved  me,  I  calmly  and 
chearfully  commit  myfelf  to  the 
difpofal  of  unerring  "'tViidom.  Should 
it  pleafe  God  to  cut  off"  my  life  in 
the  profecution  of  this  defign,  let 
not  my  conduct  be  uncandidly  im- 
puted to  rafhnefs  or  enthufiafm,  but 
to  a  ferious,  deliberate  convidion 
that  I  am  purfuing  the  path  of  duty, 
and  to  a  fincere  defire  of  being 
made  an  inflrum.ent  of  more  exten- 
five  ufefuinefs  to  my  fellow-creatures 
than  could  be  expefted  in  the  nar- 
rower circle  of  a  retired  life."  To 
a  man  who  holds  fuch  language, 
what  elfe  can  be  faid,  but  that  the 
piety  and  benevolence  of  his  heart 
dcierve  univerfal  honour }  What 
permanent  good  may  arife  from  his 
unwearied,  well- intended  labours, 
botn  in  thefe  kingdoms  and  the  retl 
of  Europe,  time  only  can  fhew. 
Cciiain  it  is,  that  his  plan  has  been 
adopted  in  many  of  our  new-built 
gaols,  and  will  gradually  extend  to 
more.     Although  the  advice  of  his 


friends  could  not  poficfs  that  in- 
flueHce  to  reverfe  his  determination 
to  encounter  once  more  the  conta- 
gion of  the  plague,  with  all  its  dif- 
mal  concomitants ;  yet  furely  that 
iiuorrupta  fides,  that  nuda  'Veritas, 
which  aduated  his  undertaking,  fo 
elegantly  difplayed  by  himfelf  in 
his  lail  publication,  will  acquit  him 
of  temerity  in  the  progreis  of  his 
benevolent  migration.  His  great 
abllemioufnefs  was  probably  a  mean 
of  prolonging  his  life  in  the  midll 
of  his  dangers  :  Tor  a  long  time  po- 
tatoes were  almoll  his  v.hole  fup- 
port;  at  another  time  they  were 
fucceeded  by  tea,  and  bread  and 
butter ;  confequ^^nt'y  it  will  not  be 
thought  wonderful  that  he  never 
partook  of  the  public  or  private 
repalls  to  which  he  was  fo  frequent- 
ly invited.  All  that  remains  to  be 
faid  upon  the  fubjedl  is,  that  in  his 
fccond  "  Tour  in  the  E)aR,  it  did 
pleafe  God  to  cut  off  his  life  :"  for, 
having  fpent  fome  time  at  Cherfon, 
a  new  fettlement  of  the  emprefs  of 
Rufiia,  in  the  mouth  of  the  Dnieper 
or  BorylHienes,  toward  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  Black  Sea,  near 
Oc7,akow,  he  caught  in  vifiting  the 
Ruffian  hofpital  of  that  place,  or  as 
lome  fay  a  young  lady  who  was  ill 
of  the  fame  complaint,  a  malignant 
fever,  which  carried  him  off  on  the 
20th  of  January,  N.  S.  after  an 
illnefs  of  about  twelve  days :  and 
after  having  been  kept,  according 
to  his  exprefs  diredlions  to  his  fer- 
vant,  five  days,  he  was  buried,  by 
his  own  def:rc,  in  the  garden  of  a 
villa  in  the  neighbourhood  belong- 
ing to  a  French  gentleman,  from 
whom  he  had  received  great  civili- 
ties, by  his  faithful  fervant  who 
had  attended  him  on  his  former 
jcurneyings,  and  whom. he  e.vprelly 
enjoined  not  to  return  home  till  five 

weeks 
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weeks  from  his  death. — In  his  \Vay 
to  Cherfon,  his  baggage  was  found 
to  be  milling  from  behind  the  car^ 
riage  while  he  and  his  fervant  re- 
frefhed  themfelvcs  with  a  nap.  On 
the  difcovery  of  this  lofs,  Mr.  H. 
hallened  back  to  the  neareft  town  or 
village  where  he  recollcded  to  have 
feen  a  party  of  Ruflian  recruits, 
whom  he  charged  with  taking  his 
property.  WJiile  he  waited  in  the 
carriage  till  a  magillrate  could  be 
applied  to,  his  property  was  brought 
in,  firft  a  hat-box,  and  next  a  trunk; 
which  laft  had  been  found  half-buried 
in  the  road  by  the  llde  of  fields  where 
feme  men  were  ploughing ;  one  of 
whom,  ilartled  at  feeing  the  nails 
of  the  trunk  fliine  juH;  out  of  the 
ground,  was  afraid  to  touch  it  with- 
out his  companion.  Wlien  it  was 
opened  by  Mr.  H.  e\cry  article 
both  of  linen  and  money  was  found 
in  fiatu  quo :  but  fufpiclons  fell  fo 
llrong  on  the  recruits,  at  having 
concealed  it  till  an  opportunity  of- 
fered for  tliem  to  carry  it  off  and 
(hare  the  fpoil,  that  the  magillrate 
configned  feven  of  them  to  Siberia. 

The  account  given  of  his  death 
in  the  London  Gazette  of  the  23d 
inftant  is  as  follows,  and  is  perhaps 
the  fn  ft  inftance  of  the  death  of  a 
pri\'ate  individual  being  fo  an- 
nounced.—  "  Warfaw,  March  6. 
Yefterday  arrived  in  this  city  a  pcr- 
fon  from  Cherfon,  who  brings  nn 
:'.ccount  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Hov/- 
ard,  fo  well  known  from  his  travels, 
and  plans  of  reform  of  the  different 
prifons  and  hofpitals  in  Europe. 
This  gentleman  fell  a  vidlim  to  his 
humanity;  for,  having  vifited  a 
young  lady  at  Cherfon,  fick  of  an 
epidemic  fever,  for  the  purpofe  of 
adminiilering  fome  medical .  rrffift- 
ance,  he  caught  the  dillemper  him- 
feif,  and  was  carried  off  in  twelve 


days. — Prince  Potcmkin,  on  hear- 
ing of  his  illnefs,  fent  his  phvfician 
to  his  relief  from  Jaffy." 

Account  of  the  late  Mr.  Ledyard ; 
from  "  Proceedings  of  the  Society 
for  promoting  the  difco-uery  of  the 
interior  Parts  of  Africa.'" 

"  ^  I  '^  HIS  extraordinary  perfon 
J[  was  recommended  to  the 
committee  of  the  affociation  as  emi- 
nently qualified  for  undertaking  the 
projedted  journey  into  the  interior 
part  of  Africa.  He  was  an  Ame- 
rican by  birth,  and  feemed  from  his 
youth  to  have  felt  an  invincible  de- 
fire  to  make  himfelf  acquainted  with 
unknown  or  imperfeclly  difcovered 
regions  of  the  globe.  For  feveral 
years  he  had  lived  with  the  Indians 
of  America,  had  ftudied  their  man- 
ners, and  had  praftifed  in  their 
fchool  the  means  of  obtaining  their 
protedtion,  and  of  recommending 
himfelf  to  the  favour  of  favages.  In 
the  humble  fituation  of  a  corporal 
of  marines,  to  which  he  fubmitted 
rather  than  relinquifli  his  purfuir, 
he  had  made,  with  Capt.  Cook,  the 
voyage  of  the  world;  and  feeling, 
on  his  return,  an  anxious  defire  of 
penetrating  from  the  North-weflern 
coaft,  which  Cook  had  partly  ex- 
plored, to  the  Eaftern  coaft,  with 
which  he  himfelf  was  perfeftly  fa- 
miliar, he  determined  to  traverfe 
the  vail  continent,  from  the  Pacific 
to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

"  His  firfl  plan  for  the  purpofe 
was  that  of  embarking  in  a  veffel 
which  was  preparing  to  fail,  on  a 
voyage  of  commercial  adventure,  to 
Nootka  Sound,  on  the  Weflern 
coafl  of  America ;  and  with  this 
view  he  expended,  in  fea-flores,  the 
greatefl  part  of  the  money  which 
his   chief   benefador.     Sir    Jofeph 
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Banks  (whofe  generous  condiift  the 
Writer  of  this  narrative  has  <;ften 
heard  him  acknowledge),  had  libe- 
rally fupplied.  But  the  fcheme  be- 
ing fruftrated  by  the  rapacity  of  a 
cullom-houfe  oliicer,  who  iiad  feized 
and  detained  the  vellel  for  reafons 
which,  on  legal  enquiry,  proved  to 
be  frivolous,  jhe  determined  to  tra- 
vel over  lancT to  Kamtfchatka;  from 
whence,  to  the  VVertern  coaft  of 
America,  the  pafTage  is  extremely 
Ihort.  With  no  more  than  ten  gui- 
neas in  his  purfe,  which  was  all 
that  he  had  left,  he  crofled  the  Bri- 
tifh  Channel  to  Oitend,  and,  by  the 
way  of  Denmark  and  the  Sound, 
proceeded  to  the  capital  of  Sweden  ; 
from  whence,  as  it  was  winter,  he 
attempted  to  traverfe  the  Gulph  of 
Bothnia  on  the  ice,  in  order  to  reach 
Kamtfchatka  by  ti\e  Ihortell  way; 
but  finding,  when  he  came  to  the 
middle  of  the  fea,  that  the  water 
was  not  frozen,  he  rcterned  to 
Stockholm,  and,  taking  his  courfe 
Northward,  v/alked  into  the  Ardic 
Circle,  and,  paffing  round  the  head  of 
the  Gulph,  defcended,  on  its  Eallern 
lide,  to  Peteriburg. 

"  There  he  was  foon  noticed  as 
dn  extraordinary  man.  Without 
ftockings  or  flioes,  and  in  too  much 
poverty  to  provide  himfelf  with 
either,  he  received  and  accepted  an 
invitation  to  dine  with  the  Portu- 
guefe  AmbafTador.  To  this  invi- 
tation it  was  probably  owing  that 
he  v/as  able  to  obtain  tlie  fum  of 
twenty  guineas  for  a  bill  on  Sir 
jofeph  Banks,  which  he  confeiTed 
he  had  no  authority  to  draw,  but 
wuich,  in  confidcration  of  the  buii- 
nefs  that  he  had  undertaken,  and  of 
the  progrcfs  that  he  had  made,  Sir 
Jofeph,  he  believed,  would  not  be 
Unwilling  to  pay.  To  the  Arabai- 
lador's    intcrcll    it    might   alfo    be 
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owing  that  he  obtained  permiflion 
to  accompany  a  detachment  of 
ftores,  which  the  Emprefs  had  or- 
dered to  be  fent  to  Yakutz,  for  the 
ufe  of  Mr.  Billings,  an  Englilhman, 
at  that  time  in  her  fervice. 

"  Thus  accommodated,  he  tra- 
velled Eaftward  through  Siberia, 
fix  thoufand  miles,  to  Yakutz, 
where  he  was  kindly  received  by 
Mr.  Billings,  whom  he  remembered 
on  board  Capt.  Cook's  fliip,  in  the 
fituation  of  the  aftronomer's  fer- 
vant,  but  to  whom  the  Emprefs  had 
now  entrufted  her  fchemes  of  North- 
ern difcovery. 

"  From  Yakutz  he  proceeded  to 
Oczakov/,  on  the  coaft  of  the  Kamt- 
fchatka fea  ;  from  whence  he  meant 
to  have  paffed  over  to  that  penin- 
fula,  and  to  have  embarked  on  the 
Eaftern  fide,  in  one  of  the  Ruffian 
veilels  that  trade  to  the  Weftern 
fhores  of  America  ;  but  finding  that 
the  navigation  was  completely  ob- 
flirudled  by  the  ice,  he  returned  to 
Yakutz,  in  order  to  wait  for  the 
conclufion  of  the  v/inter.' 

"  Such  was  his  fituation,  when, 
in  confcquence  of  fufpicions  not  hi- 
therto explained,  or  ref^ntments  for 
which  no  reafon  is  affighed,  he  was 
feized,  in  the  Emprefs's  name,  by 
two  Ruflian  foldiers,  who  placed  him 
in  a  fledge,  and,  conveying  him,  in 
the  depth  of  winter,  through  the 
defarts  of  the  Northern  T^rtary, 
left  him  at  lail;  on  the  frontiers  of 
the  Polifli  dominions.  As,  they 
parted,  they  told  hirn,  that,  if  he 
returned  to  Rnlfia,  he  w.duld  cer- 
tainly be  hanged ;  but  that,  if  he 
chofe  to  go  back  to  England,  they 
wifhed  him  a  pleafant  jcuruey. 

"  In  the  mid  It  cf  poverty,  Cover  r" 

ed  v/ith  rags,  infeited  with  tlic  ufua^ 

accompaniment   of  fuch    clothing, 

woiu  with  continued  hardihip,  ex- 

C  hauit^d 
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haufted  by  difcafc,  without  fiitM\ds, 
without  credit,  unknown,  and  full 
of  mileiy,  he  found  his  way  to  Ko- 
ringlberg.  There,  in  the  hour  of 
his  utmoil  dillrefs,  he  refolves  once 
more  to  have  recourfe  to  his  old  be- 
nefaftor ;  and  he  luckily  found  a 
perfon  who  was  willing  to  take  his 
draft  for  five  guineas  on  the  Prefi- 
dcnt  of  the  Royal  Society. 

"  With  this  afTillance  he  arrived 
in  England,  and  immediately  waited 
on  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  who  told  him, 
knowing  his  temper,  that  he  be- 
lieved he  could  recommend  him  to 
an  adventure  almoft  as  perilous  as 
the  one  from  which  he  had  return- 
ed ;  and  then  communicated  to  him 
the  wifhes  of  the  Aflbciation  for  dif- 
covcring  the  inland  countries  of 
Africa.  Ledyard  replied,  that  he 
had. always  determined  to  traverfe 
the  continent  of  Africa  as  foon  as 
he  had  explored  the  interior  of 
North  America  ;  and,  as  Sir  Jofeph 
had  ofiered  him  a  letter  of  info- 
duclion,   he   came   direftly   to   the 

writer  of  thefe  memoirs.     Before  I 

had  learnt  from  the  note  the  name 

and   bufmefs   of  my  vifitor,  I  was 

firuck   with   the   manlinefs   of  his 

perfon,  the  breadth  of  his  cheft,  the 

opennefs  of  hb   countenance,  and 

the  inquietude  of  his  eye.     I  opened 

the  map  of  Africa  before  him,  and, 

tracing  a  line  from  Cairo  to  Sennar, 

and  from  thence  Weftward  in  the 

latitude  and  fuppofed  dircdion  of 

the  Niger,  I   told  him  that  was  his 

route,  by  which  I  was  anxious  that 

Africa  might,   if  poflible,    be   ex- 
plored.    He  faid,  he  fhould   think 

himfelf  fingularly  fortunate   to   be 

entrufted   with    the    adventure.      I 

aficed  him  when  he  would  fet  out  ? 

*  To-morrow  morning,'  was  his  an- 

fwer. 
.Such  A  perfon  as  Mr.  Ledyard 


was  formed  by  Nature  for  the  ob- 
ject in  contemplation;  and,  were 
we  unacquainted  with  the  fequel, 
we  fhould  congratulate  the  Society 
in  being  fo  fortunate  as  to  find  fuch 
a  man  for  one  of  their  milTionaries ; 
— but — the  reader  will  foon  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  melancholy  cir- 
cumitance  to  which  we  allude. 

Mr.  Ledyard  undertook,  at  his 
own  defire,  the  difficult  and  perilous 
tafk  of  traveriing  from  Eaft  to  Weft, 
in  the  latitude  attributed  to  the  Ni- 
ger, the  wideft  part  of  the  continent 
of  Africa.  On  this  bold  adventure 
he  left  London  June  30,  1 781,  and 
arrived  at  Cairo  on  the  i^ih  of 
Auguft. 

Hence  he  tranfmitted  fuch  ac- 
counts to  his  employers  as  manifell 
him  to  have  been  a  traveller  who 
obferved,  refledled,  and  compared  ; 
and  fuch  was  the  information  which 
he  collected  here  from  the  travelling 
flave-merchants,  and  from  others, 
refpedfing  the  interior  diftrifts  of 
Africa,  that  he  was  impatient  to 
explore  them.  He  wrote  to  the 
Committee,  that  his  next  communi- 
cation would  be  from  Sennar  (600 
miles  to  the  South  of  Cairo) :  But 
death,  attributed  to  various  caufes, 
arretled  him  at  the  commencement 
of  his  refearches,  and  difappointed 
the  hopes  which  were  entertained  of 
his  projected  journey.  A  bilious 
complaint,  produced  by  vexatious 
delavs,  induced  him  to  try  too  ftrong 
a  dofe  of  the  acid  of  vitriol,  which 
he  counterafted  by  the  ftrongeft  tar- 
tar emetic  ;  the  continued  difcharge 
of  blood  produced  by  which,  haf- 
tened  his  death,  and  he  was  buried 
at  Cairo. 

Extratis   from     the     Life    of    Joha 
Elwes,  Efq\  hj  Edward  Topiiam, 
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TWV^  family  name  of  Mr.  EIvvcs 
was  Meggot :  and  as  his  name 
was  John,  the  conjundlion  of  "Jack 
Meggot,  made  flrangers  fomctimes 
imagine  that  his  intimates  were  ad- 
dreffing  him  by  an  a/Turned  appel- 
lation. His  father  was  a  brevjer  of 
great  eminence.  His  dwelling- 
houfe  and  offices  were  fituated  in 
Southwark ;  which  borough  was 
formerly  reprefented  in  parliament 
by  his  grand- father.  Sir  George 
Meggot.  Mr.  Clowes  is  now  in 
pofTeflion  of  the  above  premifes. 
He  purchafed,  during  his  life,  the 
eftate  now  in  pofleflion  of  the  fami- 
ly at  Marcham,  in  Berkfhire,  of 
the  Calverts,  who  were  in  the  fame 
line.  The  father  died  while  the 
late  Mr.  Elwes  was  only  four  years 
old ;  fo,  little  of  the  charaftcr  of 
Mr.  Elwes  is  to  be  attributed  to 
him  ;  but  from  the  tnother  it  may  be 
traced  at  once — for  though  fhe  was 
left  nearly  one  hundred  thonfand 
founds  by  her  hufband — ^tjl argued 
her/elf  to  death  ! 

The  only  children  from  the  mar- 
riage above,  were  Mr.  Elwes,  and 
a  daughter  who  married  the  father 
of  the  late  Colonel  Timms — and 
from  thence  came  the  intail  of  fome 
part  of  the  prefent  eftate. 

At  an  early  period  of  life  he  was 
fent  to  Weftminfter  School,  where 
he  remained  for  ten  or  twelve  years. 
During  that  time  he  certainly  had 
not  mifapplied  his  talents — for  he 
was  a  good  clajfical  fchclar  to  the 
laft — and  it  is  a  circumftance  not  a 
little  remarkable,  though  well  nu^ 
thenticatcd,  that  he  never  read  af- 
terwards. Never  was  he  feen  at 
any  period  of  his  future  life  with  a 
book,  nor  has  he  in  all  his  different 
houfes  now  left  behind  him,  books 
that  would,  were  they  coUeded  to- 


gether, fell  for  /1V0  pounds.  His 
knowledge  in  accounts  was  ftiil 
more  trifling — and  in  fome  meafure 
may  account  for  the  total  ignorance 
he  was  always  in  as  to  his  own  af- 
fairs. 

From  Weftminfter  School,  Mr. 
Elwes  removed  to  Geneva,  where 
he  foon  entered  upon  purfuits  more 
agreeable  to  him  than  ftudy.  The 
riding-majier  of  the  academy  tliere, 
had  then  to  boaft,  perhaps,  three  of 
the  bcft  riders  in  Europe,  Mr. 
Worfley,  Mr.  Elwes,  and  Sir  Syd- 
ney Meadows.  Of  the  three,  Elwes 
was  reckoned  the  moll  defperate : 
the  young  horfes  were  always  pat 
into  his  hands,  and  he  was  the  rough- 
rider  to  the  other  two. 

On  his  return  to  England,  after 
an  abfence  of  two  or  three  years, 
he  was  to  be  introduced  to  his  uncle, 
the  late  Sir  Harvey  Elwes,  who 
was  then  living  at  Stoke,  in  Suffolk, 
perhaps  the  moft  perfeft  pitlure  rf 
human  penury  that  ever  exifted.  The 
attempts  of  faving  money  were, .in 
him,  fo  extraordinary,  that  Mr. 
Elwes,  perhaps,  never  quite  reached 
them,  even  at  the  lall  period  of  his 
life. 

His  pofleflicns  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  were  fuppoled  to  be,  at  leall 
txvo  hundred  and ffiy  thoufand pounds 
— his  annual  expenditure  was  about 
one  hundred  a;id  ten  pc-unds  ! 

However  incredible  this  may  ap- 
pear, it  is  yet  ftriftly  true ;  his 
cloaths  cofu  him  nothing,  for  he 
took  them  out  of  an  old  cheft,  where 
they  had  lain  fince  the  gay  days  of 
Sir  Jervaifc. 

He  kept  his  houfehold  chiefly 
upon  game,  and  hl"h  which  he  had 
in  his  own  ponds  ;  and  the  cows 
which  grazed  before  his  own  door 
furnill-ed  miik,   cheefe>  and  butter, 

C  2  for 


ANNUAL   REGIST'ER,  179a. 


fo-  the  little  ceconomical  houfchold. 
\V  It  fue.  he  did  burn,  his  woods 
fupplied. 

To  this  iiticJc,  and  this  property, 
Mr.  El.ves  fucceeded,  when  he  had 
j».-i.i!ced  bcyoid  the  fbriicth  year 
cf  his  age.  And  tor  fifteen  y. as 
piv.'vi  :us  to  this  period,  it  was,  that 
he  was  k  own  in  tie  f,ilhionable 
circles  of  London.  He  ha  1  always 
a  turn  iov  play  ;  and  it  was  onl  v'  late 
in  life,  and  from  pa)  ing  always, 
and  not  always  being  paid,  that  he 
conceived  difgull  at  tne.inc'ination. 
The  theory  w  ich  he  profefl-d, 
"  that  it  --was  iinpojjible  to  ajk  a  gen- 
*'  tle)nan  for  money"  he  perfcclly 
confirmed  by  the  practice ;  and  he 
never  violated  this  feeling  to  the 
lateft  hour  of  his  'ife. 

On  ihis  fuhjed,  which  regards 
the  manmrs  of  Mr,  Elwes,  glidly  I 
{t.zi  an  opportunity  to  fpealc  of 
tbiem  v.ith  the  pt-aife  that  is  their 
dje.  Thf'y  were  fuch — fo  gentle, 
fo  attentive,  fo  gentlemanly,  and 
fo  engaging,  that  rudenefs  could  not 
ruifl"  the  n,  nor  ftrong  ingratitude 
break  their  obfervance.  He  retain- 
ed this  peculiar  feature  of  the  old 
court  to  the  lall: ;  but  he  had  a 
praife  far  beyond  this;  be  had  the 
mofi  gallant  dii regard  of  his  own 
perfon,  and  all  care  about  hirafelf^ 
I  ever  \vi:neiT"d  in  man. 

It  is  curious  to  remark,  how  he 
then  contrived  to  mingle  fmall  at- 
tempts St  faving,  vvitn  objedls  of 
the  moft  unb^-unded  diffipation.  Af- 
ter fitting  up  a  whole  ni^ht  at  play 
for  t  o^lands,  with  the  moft  fa'Tii- 
onable  and  profligate  men  of  tne 
time,  amidil  fplendid  rooms,  gilt 
fophas,  wax  lights,  and  waiters  at- 
tendant on  ;is  call,  he  would  walk 
out  about  four  in  the  morning,  not 
towards  home,  but  into  Smithiielj  ! 
to  meet  his  own  cattle,  which  were 


coming  to  market  from  Thaydcn-« 
hall,  a  farm  of  his  in  ElTex-  There 
would  this  fame  man,  forgetful  of 
the  fcenes  he  had  jufi:  loft,  iland 
in  the  cold  or  rain,  bartering  with 
a  carcafs-bu.cher  for  a  Jhdling! 
Sometimes  when  the  cattle  did  not 
arrive  at  the  hour  he  expected,  he 
would  walk  on  in  the  mire  to  meet 
them;  and,  more  than  once,  has 
gone  on  foot  the  whole  way  to  his 
farm  without  flopping,  which  was 
feventeen  miles  from  London,  after 
fitt'p.g  up  the  whole  night. 

He  always  travelled  on  horfeback. 
To  fee  him  fetting  out  on  a  journey, 
was  a  matter  truly  curious ;  Jiis  firll 
care  was  to  put  two  or  three  eggs, 
boiled  hard,  into  his  great  coat 
pocket,  or  any  fcraps  of  bread 
which  he  found — baggage  he  never 
took — then,  mounting  one  of  his 
hunters,  his  next  attention  was  to 
get  out  pf  London,  into  that  road 
where  turnpikes  were  the  feweft. 
Then,  flopping  under  any  hedge 
where  grafs  prefented  itfelf  for  his 
horfe,  and  a  little  water  for  himfelf, 
he  would  fit  down  and  refrelh  him- 
felf and  his  horfe  together. 

In  the  life  of  Mr.  Elwes,  the  lux- 
uriant fources  of  induilry  or  enjoy- 
ment all  flood  ftill.  He  encouraged 
no  art ;  he  beftowed  not  on  any  im- 
provement ;  he  dift'ufed  no  bleflings 
around  him  ;  "and  the  diftrelTed  re- 
ceived nothing  from  his  hand.  What 
was  got  from  him,  was  only  obtain- 
ed from  his  want  of  knowledge— 
by  knowledge  that  was  fupcrior; 
and  knaves  and  Iharpers  might  have 
lived  upon  him,  while  poverty  and 
hcnefty  would  have  ftarved. 

But  not  to  the  offers  of  high  in- 
tcre/i  alone,  were  his  ears  open.  The 
making  him  trifling  prefents,  or 
doinjr  bufmefs  for  him  for  notiiing — 
were  little  fnug  aliuremeats  which, 
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in  the  hands  of  the  needy,  ahvays 
drew  him  on  to  a  loan  of  money. 
A  fmall  wine-merchant  who  had 
thefe  views— begged  his  acceptance 
of  fome  very  jine  ivitie,  and  in  ^ 
fhort  time  obtained  the  loan  of  f^me 
hundred  pounds.  Old  I  Iwes  ulod 
ever  after  to  fay,  "  It  10 as,  ini.eed, 
niery  fine  luine,  for  it  coji  him  fwentj 
founds  a  bottle  T' 

Mr.  Elvves,  from  h's  father,  Mr. 
Meggot,  had  inherited  fome  pro- 
per y  in  houfes  in  London  ;  parti- 
cularly about  the  Kaymarket,  not  tar 
from  which  old  Mr.  Elwes  drew  his 
firft  bieath — for,  by  his  regilter,  it 
appears,  he  was  born  in  Sc.  James's 
parilh.  To  t':is  property  he  began 
now  to  add,  by  engagements  with  one 
of  the  Adams,  about  buildin::,  vhich 
he  increafcd  f  om  year  to  year  to  a 
very  large  extent.  Gre.it  part  of 
Marybone  foon  called  him  her 
founder.  Portland-place  and  Port- 
man-fquare,  the  riJing-houfes  and 
Itables  of  the  fecond  troop  of  life 
guards,  and  buildings  too  numerous 
to  name,  all  rofe  out  of  his/oc/i't/. 

In  pofleiTions  fo  large,  of  courfe 
it  would  happen  that  fome  of  the 
houfes  were  without  a  tcn-nt ;  and, 
therefore,  it  was  the  cultom  of  Mr. 
Elwes,  whenever  he  went  to  Lon- 
don, to  occupy  any  of  thefe  pre- 
mifes  whicn  might  happen  to  be 
vacant.  He  had  thus  a  new  way 
of  feeing  London  and  its  inhabi- 
tants— for  he  travelled  in  this  man- 
ner from  ftrect  to  llreet ;  and  when- 
ever any  body  chofe  to  take  the 
houfe  wliere  he  was,  he  was  always 
ready  to  move  into  an\  other.  He 
was  frequently  an  itinerant  for  a 
night'' s  lodging;  and  though  ma  Iter 
of  above  an  hundred  houfes,  ne 
never  wilhcd  to  rcll  his  liead  long 
in  any  he  cl.ole  to  call  his  own.  A 
couple  of  bcd.s,  a  couple  of  chairs, 


a  table,  and  an  old  woiran,  were 
a'l  his  furniiUic;  ;. nd  lie  m^.v-d 
them  t.'itm  about  at  a  mi  u.cs 
warning. 

The  fcene  which  terminatfd  the 
life  of  this  cid  woma: ,  is  not  the 
Ica:l  fi:>gu'ar  amo.ig  the  ane;:d.tes 
tnac  ar^  recorded  of  Mr.  Elvvcs. 
But  it  is  too  well  autheniicacpJ  to 
be  doubted.  1  had  the  cirvum  I'ance 
related  to  me  by  the  late  Colonel 
Timms  himfelf. 

Mr.  E1a€s  hid  come  to  town  in 
his  ulual  way — and  taken  up  his 
aoode  in  o.ic  of  hi  houfes  cut 
were  empty.  Colonel  Timms,  vvao 
wifhed  much  to  fee  him,  by  iotis 
-accident  uas  informed  th.it  his  uric'e 
was  in  London ;  but  then  now  to 
find  .  im  was  tne  diScuity.  H?  en- 
quired at  all  the  uiual  places  wh?re 
it  A  as  probable  he  might  be  heard 
of:  be  went  to  Mr.  lioare's,  his 
banker— to  the  Mou  t  Coffee-houfe 
— but  no  tidings  were  to  be  heard 
•.of  him.  Not  many  days  afterwards, 
however,  he  learnt  from  a  perfon 
whom  he  met  accidentally,  taat 
they  ai  feen  Mr.  Elvves  going  iiito 
an  unin  labited  houfe  in  G  eat 
Marlborou  h-Rrect.  This -.vas  fome 
cluL'  to  Co'onel  Timms :  a  d  .way- 
he  went  thiiher.  As  the  beft  mode 
of  infoimarion,  he  got  hold  of  a 
chairman — but  no  intelligence  CO  I'.i 
he  gain  of  2i  genileman  calKd  Mr. 
EKves.  Colonel  Timms  the:' 'de- 
le: ibed  his  perfor. —  ""iit  nc  genlernan 
had  been  fen.  k  pot-hcy,  ua  ever, 
reco  leiitcd  that  he  had  i-t  w  a  poor 
old  man  opening  the  door  of  t;ie 
liable,  and  locking  it  aft-r  hi-ri  : 
and  f  om  ?very  defcrintio  ",  it  '.-.creed 
with  the  perion  of  oil  Mr.  E'v--s. 
Of  co'jrfe.  Colonel  'I'ii^ms  ivent  to 
the  hou:'e  : — iie  k  loek  i  very  loud- 
ly .at  the  door — but  no  o  le  aofwered. 
Some  of  the  ntighbouis  faid  they 
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had  fcen  fuch  a  man,  but  no  anfwer 
could  be  obtained  from  the  houfe. 
On  this  added  information,  how- 
ever. Colonel  Timms  refolved  to 
have  the  ftable  door  opened,  and  a 
bl.ickfmith  was  fent  for— and  they 
entered  the  houfe  together.  In  the 
lower  parts  of  it — all  was  (hut  and 
filent.  On  afcending  the  ftair-cafe 
however,  they  heard  the  moans  of  a 
perfon,  feemingly  in  diftrefs.  They 
went  to  the  chamber — and  there, 
upon  an  old  pallet  bed,  lay  Itretched 
ou%,  feemingly  in  death,  the  figure 
of  old  Mr.  Elwes.  For  fome  time 
he  feemed  infenfible  that  any  body 
was  near  him ;  but  on  fome  cordials 
being  adminiliered  by  a  neighbour- 
ing apothecary,  who  was  fent  for, 
lie  recovered  enough  to  fay — "  That 
he  had,  he  believed,  been  ill  for 
two  or  three  days,  and  that  there 
was  an  old  woman  in  the  houfe,  but 
for  fome  reafon  or  other  fhe  had  not 
been  near  him.  That  fhe  had  been 
ill  herfelf,  but  that  fhe  had  got  well, 
he  fuppofed,  and  gone  away." 

On  repairing  to  the  garrets,  they 
found  the  old  n.vot2ian — the  com- 
panion of  all  his  movements,  and 
the  partner  of  all  his  journies— 
llretched  out  lifelefs  on  a  rug  upon 
the  floor.  To  all  appearances  fhe 
had  been  dead  about  two  days. 

In  three  fucceflive  parliaments, 
Mr«  Elv/es  was  chofen  for  Berk- 
fhire  :  and  lie  fat  as  member  of  tlie 
houfe  of  commons  about  twelve 
years.  It  is  to  his  honour — an  ho- 
nour in  thefe  times,  indeed,  moil 
rare  !  that  in  every  part  of  liis 
fcondufl,  and  in  every  vote  he  gave, 
]je  proved  liimfelf  to  be  what  he 
truly  was-— an  independent  country 
gentleman. 

All  tliis  time  the  income  of  Mr. 
F'lwes  was  increafing  hourly,  and  his 
prefent  expenditure  was  next  to  rxO- 


thing;  for  the  little  pleafures  he 
had  once  engaged  in,  he  had  now 
given  up.  He  kept  no  houfe,  and 
only  one  old  fervant  and  a  couple 
of  horfes ;  he  refided  with  his  ne- 
phew ;  his  two  fons  he  had  ftation- 
ed  in  Suffolk  and  Berklhire,  to  look 
after  his  refpedive  eilates ;  and  his 
drefs  certainly  was  no  expence  to 
him ;  for,  had  not  other  people 
been  more' careful  than  himfelf,  he 
would  not  have  had  it  even  mended. 

When  he  left  London,  he  went 
on  horfeback  to  his  country  feats, 
with  his  couple  of  hard  eggs,,  and 
without  once  Hopping  upon  the  road 
at  any  houfe.  He  ahvays  took  the 
mod  unfrequented  road — but  Mar- 
cham  was  the  feat  he  now  chiefly 
vifited ;  which  had  fome  reafon  to 
be  flattered  with  the  preference,  as 
his  journey  into  Suffolk  coft  him 
only  tnvo  pence  halfpeiiny,  while  that 
into  Berklhire  amounted  to  four- 
pence  ! 

When  his  fon  was  in  the  guards, 
he  was  frequently  in  the  habit  of 
dining  at  the  officers'  table  there. 
The  politenefs  of  his  manners  ren- 
dered him  agreeable  to  every  one, 
and  in  time  he  became  acquainted 
with  every  officer  in  the  corps  ; 
amongft  the  reft,  with  a  gentleman 
of  the  name  of  Tempeft,  whofe 
good-humour  was  almoit  proverbial. 
A  vacancy  happening  in  a  majority, 
it  fell  to  this  gentleman  to  purchafe; 
but  as  money  is  not  always  to  be 
got  upon  landed  property  itmnedi- 
ately,  it  was  imagined  fome  officer 
would  have  been  obliged  to  pur- 
chafe over  his  head.  Old  Mr. 
Elwes  heard  of  the  circumlfance, 
and  fent  him  the  money  next  mor- 
ning. He  afked  no  feciirity — he 
had  fcen  Captain  Tempeil,  and 
liked  his  manners ;  and  he  never 
once  afterwards  talked  to  iiiin  about 
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t"he  payment  of  it.  On  the  death 
of  Captain  Tempeft,  which  hap- 
pened fhortlv  after,  the  money  was 
replaced.  That  Mr.  Elwes  was  no 
loier  b/  the  event,  does  not  take 
away  from  the  merit  of  the  deed ; 
and  it  llands  amongil  thofe  fmgular 
records  of  his  character,  that  realon 
has  to  reconcile  or  phiiofophy  to 
account  for,  that  the  fame  man,  at 
one  and  the  fame  moment,  could 
be  prodigal  of  thoufands,  and  yet 
almOil  deny  to  himfelf  the  necejjanes 
cf  life! 

As  no  gleam  of  favourite  paflion, 
or  any  ray  of  amufement,  broke 
through  this  gloom  of  penury,  his 
infatiable  defire  of  faving  was  now 
become  uniform  and  fyftematic.  He 
iifed  ftill  to  ride  about  the  country 
on  one  of  thefe  mares — but  then  he 
rode  her  very  oeconomically ;  on 
the  foft  turf  adjoining  the  road, 
Avithout  putting  himfelf  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  fhoes — as  he  obferved, 
"  The  turf  was  fo  pleafant  to  a 
horfe's  foot  1"  And  when  any  gen- 
tleman called  to  pay  him  a  vifit, 
and  the  boy  who  attended  in  the 
ftables  v.as  profufe  enough  to  put  a 
little  hay  before  his  horfe,  old  Elwes 
would  flily  fteal  back  into  the  ftable, 
and  take  the  hay  very  carefully 
away. 

That  very  ftrong  appetite  which 
Mr.  Elwes  had  in  fome  meafure  re- 
trained during  the  long  fitting  of 
parliament,  he  now  indulged  moll 
voracioufly,  and  on  every  thing  he 
could  find.  To  fave,  as  he  thought, 
the  expence  of  going  to  a  batcher, 
he  would  have  a  whole  ibeep  killed, 
and  fo  eat  mutton  to  the — end  cf 
the  chapter.  When  he  occafionally 
had  his  river  drawn,  though  fome- 
times  horfe-loads  of  fmall  tilh  were 
taken,  not  one  would  he  fulfer  to 
be  thrown  in  again,  fox  he  obicrv- 


ed,  "  He  fhould  never  fee  them 
again  !"  Game  in  the  laft  ftate  of 
putrefadion,  and  meat  that  i<:alked 
about  his  plate,  would  he  continue 
to  eat,  rather  than  have  new  things 
killed  before  the  old  provifion  was 
finifhej. 

With  this  diet — the  charnel-houfe 
of  fujhnance — his  drefs  kept  pace- 
equally  in  the  laft  ftage  of  abfolute 
difjolution.  Sometimes  he  would 
walk  about  in  a  tattered  brown- 
coloured  hat :  and  fometimes  in  a 
red  and  white  woollen  cap,  like  x 
prifoner  confined  for  debt. 

When  any  frienJs,  who  might 
occafionally  be  with  him,  were  ab- 
fent,  he  would  carefully  put  out 
his  own  fire,  and  walk  to  the  houfe 
of  a  neighbour;  and  thus  make  one 
fire  fervc  both.  In  fhort,  whatever 
Cervantes  or  Moliere  have  pictured, 
in  their  moll  fportivc  moodi,  of 
a'varice  in  the  extreme,  here  might 
they  have  feen  realized  or  fur- 
pafled ! 

His  fhoes  he  never  would  fuffer 
to  be  cleaned,  leil  they  Ihould  be 
worn  out  the  fooner. 

The  fcene  of  mortification,  at 
which  Mr.  Elwes  was  now  arrived, 
was  all  but  a  denial  of  the  common  ne- 
ceflaries  of  life  :  and  indeed  it  might 
have  admitted  a  doabt,  whether  or 
not,  if  his  manors,  his  fiih-ponds, 
and  fome  grounds,  in  his  own 
hands,  had  not  furniflied  a  fubfill- 
ence,  where  he  had  not  any 'thing 
aclually  to  buy,  he  would  not,  rather 
than  have  bought  any  thing,  have 
ftarved ; — (Irange  as  this  may  ap- 
pear, it  is  not  exaggerated. — He, 
one  day,  during  this  period,  dined 
upon  the  remaining  part  of  a  moor- 
hen, which  had  been  brought  out 
of  the  river  by  a  rat !  and  at  an- 
other, eat  an  undigeiled  part  of  a 
pike,    which   the   larger   one   had 
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CwalloweS,  but  had  not  finifhed, 
and  which  were  takea  in  this  Itate 
in  a  net !  At  the  time  this  lalt  cir- 
cumllance  happened,  he  difcovered 
a  llrange  kind  of  fati^faftion,  for 
he  faid  to  me — "  Aye  1  this  was 
killing  two  birds  with  one  ftone  !" 
In  the  room  of  all  comment — of  all 
moral — let  me  fay,  that  at  this  time, 
Mr.  Elwes  was  perhaps  worth  near- 
ly eight  hundred  thoujand  pounds  / 
and,  at  this  p<"riod,  he  had  not 
made  his  will,  of  courfe,  was  not 
faving  from  any  fentiment  of  affec- 
tion for  any  perfon. 

As,  in  the  day,  he  would  now 
allow  himfelf  no  fire,  he  went  to 
ted  as  foon  as  day  clofed,  to  fave 
candle ;  and  had  began  to  deny 
himfelf  even  the  plealure  of  fleep- 
ing  in  Jheets.  In  Ihort,  he  had  now 
nearly  brought  to  a  climax  the 
moral  of  his  whole  life— /^^  perfect 
*vanity  of  'wealth. 

On  removing  from  Stoke,  he 
went  to  his  farm-houfe  at  Thaydon 
Hall;  a  fcene  of  more  ruin  and  de- 
folation,  if  poffble,  than  either  his 
houfes  in  Suffolk  or  Berkfhire.  it 
flood  alone,  on  the  borders  of  Ep- 
ping  Forefl ;  and  an  old  man  and 
woman,  his  tenants,  were  the  only 
perlbns  with  whom  lie  could  hold 
any  converfe.  Here  he  fell  ill; 
and,  as  he  would  have  no  affiftance, 
and  had  not  even  a  fervant,  he  lay, 
unattended  and  almofl  forgotten, 
for  nearly  a  fortnight — indulging, 
even  in  death,  that  avarice  which 
malady  could  not  fubdue.  It  was 
at  this  period  he  began  to  think  of 
making  his  will. 

The  property  difpofed  of  to  two 
patural  children,  may  amount,  per- 
haps, tofve  hundred  thcufand pounds. 
The  entailed  eflates  fall  to  Mr. 
Timms,  fon  of  the  late  Richard 
Timms,  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the 
Second  Troop  of  Horfe  Guards. 
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The  clofe  of  Mr.  Elwes's  life 
was  iHU  referved  for  one  frngularity 
more,  and  which  will  not  be  held 
lefs  fingular  than  all  that  has  pafled 
before  it,  when  his  difpofition  and 
his  advanced  age  are  confidered. 
He  ga've  aivay  his  aifedions :  he 
conceived  the  tender  pajjion.—'ln. 
plain  terms,  having  been  accu dom- 
ed for  fome  time  to  pafs  his  hours, 
out  of  oeconomy,  with  the  two  maid 
fervants  in  the  kitchen — one  of  them 
had  the  art  to  induce  him  to  fall  in 
love  with  her ;  and  it  is  matter  of 
doubt,  had  it  not  been  difcovered, 
whether  Ihe  would  not  have  had  the 
power  over  him  to  have  made  him 
marry  her. 

But  good  fortune,  and  the  atten- 
tion of  his  friends,  faved  him  from 
tliis  la!!  aft — in  which,  perhaps, 
tiie  pitiable  infirmity  of  nature^ 
weakened  and  worn  down  by  age 
and  perpetual  anxiety,  is  in  fome 
meafure  to  be  called  to  account. 

Mr.  George  Elv/es  having  now 
fettled  at  his  feat  at  Marcham,  irx 
Berklhire,  he  was  naturally  defirous, 
that  in  the  affiduities  of  his  wife, 
his  father  might  at  length  find  a 
comfortable  home.  In  London  he 
was  certainly  moft  unccmfortable  : 
but  flill,  with  thefe  temptations 
before  and  behind  him,  a  journey, 
v.'ith  any  expence  annexed  to  it, 
was  infurmountable.  This,  how- 
ever, was  luckily  obviated  by  an 
offer  from  Mr.  Partis,  a  gentleman 
in  the  law,  to  take  him  to  his  an- 
cient feat  in  Berklhire,  with  his 
purfe  perfedlly  whole — a  circum- 
flance  fo  pleafing,  that  the  general 
intelligence  which  renders  this  gen- 
tleman fo  entertaining,  was  not  ade- 
qnate  to  it  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Elwes.  But  there  was  one  circum- 
ftance  flill  very  diftrefung — the  old 
gentleman  had  now  ne?riy  worn  out 
his  kit  coat,  and  lie  would  not  buy 
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a  new  one ;  his  fon,  therefore,  with 
3.  pious  fraud  that  did  him  honour, 
contrived  to  get  Mr.  Partis  to  buy 
Jiim  a  coat,  and  make  him  a  preieat 
of  it.  Thus,  formerly  having  had 
a  g':od  coat,  then  a  bad  one,  and, 
at  la.1,  no  coat  at  all  -he  was  kind 
enough  to  accept  one  troirs  a  neigh- 
bour. 

Mr.  Elvves  carried  with  him  into 
Berkfhire  fve  guineas  and  an  half, 
and  half  a  cro-zvn.     Left  the  mention 
of  this  fum  may  appear  hngular,  it 
fliould  be  faid,  that  previous  to  his 
journey,  he  had  carefully  wrapped 
it  up  in  various  folds  of  paper,  that 
no  part  of  it  might  be  loft.     On 
the  arrival  of  the  old  gcntlcmaji,  Mr. 
George  Eiwes  and  his  wif.',  wJiofe 
good  temper  might  u  eil  be  expeded 
to  cuarm  a  a  ay  the  irritations  of  ava- 
rice and  age,  did  every  thing  they 
could  to  make  the  country  a  fcene 
of  quiet  to  him.     But  "  he  had  tliat 
within"  which  baffled  every  eftbrt 
of  Lhis  kind.     Of  his  heart  it  might 
be  faid,   "  there  was  no  peace  in 
Ifrael."     His  mind,  caft  away  upon 
tjie  vaft  and  troubled  ocean  of  his 
property,     extending    beyond    the 
bounds  of  his  calculation,    returned 
to  amufe  itfelf  with  fetching    and 
carrying  about  zfevj  guineas,  which 
in  that  ocean,   was  indeed  a  drop. 
The  firll  fyniploms  of  mere  im- 
mediate deca.y,  was  his  inability  to 
enjoy  his  reft  at  night.     Frequ -ntly 
would  he   be  heard  at  midnight  as 
if  Ihuggling  with  fome  one  in  iiis 
chamber,  and  crying  out,  "  i  will 
keep  my  money,   1   will;    nobody 
fliall  rob  me  of  my  property  !"  On 
any  one  of  the   family  going  into 
his  room,   he  would  flart  from  thi^ 
fe-uer  of  anxiety,  and,  as  if  waking 
from  a  troubled  dream  again  hurry 
into  bed,   and  fccm  unconfcious  of 
wi.at  had  happened. 


At  other  times,  when  pcrfeflly 
awake,  he  would  walk  to  the  fpot 
where  he  had  hidden  his  money,  to 
fee  if  it  was  fafe.  One  night,  while 
in  his  waking  ftatc,  he  miffed  his 
treafure— that  great  fum  o(  ffe 
guineas  end  an  hcdf,  and  half  a 
cto-ivnP^  That  great  fum  which  he 
carried  down  into  Berkfliire  as  his 
laft,  dcarert  pleafure  !  That  great 
fum,  which  at  times  folaced  and 
diilradcd  the  laft  moments  of  a 
man,  v.-hcfe  property,  nearly  reach- 
ing to  a  ?>:iUiofi,  extended  itfelf  al- 
moft  through  e-very  county  in  England! 
The  circumftances  of  the  lois 
were  thefe  :— 

Mr.  Partis,   who  was  then  with 
him  in  Berkfliire,   w:is  waked  one 
morning  about  two  o'clock  hy  the 
noife  of  a  naked  foot,    feemingly 
walking  about  his  bed-chamber  with 
f^rcat  caution.     So.ncwliat  alarmed 
at  the  circumftance,    he  naturally 
a&ed,  "  Who  is  there?"  on  which 
a  perfon   coming   qp   tovvards  the 
bed,  faid  v.'ith  great  civility — "  Sir, 
my  nanie   is  Elwes  ;    I   have  been 
unfortunate  enough  to  be  robbed  in 
tJiis  houfe,  which  I  believe  is  mine, 
of  all    the  money  I   liave   in   tiie 
world — of  f've  guijKas  and  an  half 
and  half  a  crc-z'.-n  /" — "  Dear  Sir," 
replied   Mr.  Partis,    "  I  hope  you 
arc  miilaken;  do  not  make  yourfelf 
uucafy."~-"  O  !   no,  no  ;"  rejoined 
the  ok!  gentleman  ;    "  it's  all  true  : 
and  reaily,   Mr.  Partis,      ith  fuch  a 
furr — I  fhould  have  liked  to  hai'e 
fcen  tlie  end  of  it." 

This  unfortunate  fum  was  found 
a  fjw  days  after  in  a  corner  behind 
the  window-Jhuttcr. 

0;i  the  18th  day  of  November 
1789,  Mr.  Elwes  difcovered  figns 
of  that  uttc'r  and  total  v.'eaknc(:>, 
which  in  eight  days  carried  him  to 
his  grave.     On  the  evening  of  the 
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firil  day  he  was  conveyed  to  bed — 
from  which  he  rofe  no  more.  His 
appetite  was  gone — he  had  but  a 
faint  recolleftion  of  any  thing  about 
him  ;  and  his  laft  coherent  words 
were  addreiTed  to  his  fon,  Mr. 
John  Elwes,  in  hoping  "  he  had 
left  him  what  he  willied."  On  the 
morning  of  the  26th  of  November, 
he  expired  without  a  figh  ! — with 
the  eale  v/ith  which  an  infant  goes 
to  Heep  on- the  breaft  of  its  mother, 
worn  out  with  "  the  rattles  and  the 
toys"  of  a  long  day. 


Antcc'.ote!  relative e  to  the  Englifh 
Nation  ;  from  D'Archenholz's 
Pifiurc  cf  England. 

^TT"*  H  E  national  pride  of  tlie 
J_  Engliih  is  a  natural  confe- 
quonce  of  a  political  conilltution, 
hv  vvhich  every  citizen  is  exempted 
from  any  other  dependence  than 
tliat  impofed  by  the  law?. 

This  pride  is  carried  among  them 
to  a  great  length.  Indeed,  how  is 
it  poflible  to  know  and  to  feel  all 
the  merit  of  fuch  a  fyftem  of  li- 
berty, without  attaching  an  uncom- 
mon value  to  it  ?  This  fame  fenti- 
mcnt,  with  which  we  fo  violently 
reproach  the  Englifh  of  the  prefent 
times,  has  always  been  felt  by  the 
moll:  enlightened  nations  in  the 
world. 

The  Greeks  and  Romans  carried 
it  icill  farther.  This  laudable  pride, 
which  with  tliem  was  united  to  a 
lively  and  fervid  patriotifm,  occa- 
iioned  thofe  heroic  atlions  which 
v.'ill  for  ever  be  engraved  in  the  re- 
cords of  immortality.  If  the  mo- 
c'ern  hlilory  of  England  be  equally 
fiUed  with  glorious  atchieveuients, 
it  is  to  a  love  of  their  country  tliat 
all  this  ought  to  be  al'ciibed  ;  a  love 


which,  carried  to  the  extreme,  as  it 
has  been,  by  ho-  haughty  ifland- 
ers,  cannot  be  co'iceived  without  a 
certain  degree  of  contempt  for  thofe 
nations  who  do  not  poffefs  fimilar 
fenfations. 

This  fault,  if  it  is  one,  is  Hill 
more  common  amongft  the  Spaniards 
than  them ;  but  being  founded  on 
no  folid  grounds,  it  has  become 
very  juRly  a  fubjeft  of  ridicule. 
The  Engliili  themfelves  are  hated  on 
this  account,  although  their  very 
enemies,  at  the  bottom  of  their 
hearts,  pay  tribute  to  their  extraor- 
dinary merit. — Envy  will  glide  into 
nations,  as  well  as  individuals. 

There  are,  perhaps,  no  people  in 
Europe  who  pofTefs  {o  much  natural 
pride  as  the  French  ;  it  will  be  eafy, 
with  a  little  penetration,  to  recon- 
cile this  with  that  urbanity  and 
thofe  polite  manners  for  which  they 
are  fo  diftinguifhed.  It  is  under 
this  mafk  that  the  fly  Frenchmaa 
conceals  thofe  marks  of  envy  with 
v.'hich  he  views  his  Englifh  neigh- 
bours. 

It  was  this  offenfive  pride  of  the 
Engliih  that  fo  many  nations 'ftrove 
to  humble  during  the  American 
war.  Many  even  of  the  flates  bf 
Germany^  among  whom  the-  fpirit 
of  imitation  exercifes  fuch  a  defpotic 
rule,  that  they  neither  think,  live, 
nor  exift  but  after  the  French,  were 
animated  with  the  fame  defire. 
They  carried  their  madnefs  fo  far 
as  to  forget  the  blood  and  the  trea- 
fures,  which  that  nation,  in  the  pre- 
fent century,  has  facrificed  for  the 
advantage  and  repofe  of  their  coun- 
try. They  even  wifhed,  without 
knowing  why,  to  fee  the  fource  of 
her  greatnefs  dried  up. 

It  ought,  however,  to  be  remark- 
ed, that  the  principal  members  of 
the  empire,  guided  by  a  more  found 
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and  judicious  policy,  trembled  for 
England;  even  Switzerland,  which 
was  neither  connedled  with  her  by 
politics  nor  commerce,  offered  up 
continual  vows  for  her  preferva- 
tion. 

A  traveller,  more  efpecially  if  he 
pafles  immediately  from  France 
into  Great  Britain,  in  looking  for 
that  politenefs  at  once  fo  fplendid 
and  fo  trifling,  which  he  has  been 
ufed  to,  will  not  fail  to  imagine  the 
Engllfh rude  and  uncultivated;  and 
this  merely  becaufe  he  does  not  give 
himfelf  the  trouble  to  fearch  beyond 
the  furface  of  their  charafter. 

Grofley,  a  member  of  the  French 
academy,  recounts,  with  fome  hu- 
mour, in  one  of  his  letters,  a  cir- 
cumflance  that  happened  to  him. 
He  had  gone  to  England,  preju- 
diced with  the  ide.:,  that  he  was 
.about  to  vifit  themcft  unpolifhed  na- 
tion in  Europe.  A  few  days  after 
his  arrival  he  went  to  the  theatre, 
Tlie  pit  was  very  crowded  ;  and 
being  there  alone,  and  exceedingly 
inquifitlve,  he  began  to  recolletl  the 
little  Englilh  of  which  he  was  maf- 
ter,  and  put  feveral  queftions  to  the 
pcrfon  next  him-  His  neighbour, 
who  did  not  underfland  a  word  of 
the  jargon  which  he  uttered,  rifes 
precipitately,  turns  his  back  to  him, 
and  departs.  Grofley  was  but  lit- 
tle furprifcd  at  this  condudt,  fo  ex- 
tremely ungenteel  in  appearance, 
and  which,  for  fome  moments,  only 
fcrved  to  confirm  him  in  his  former 
opinion  :  but  he  was  foon  put  to  the 
blulh  when  he  faw  the  Englitliman 
return.  This  good-natured  man 
bad  perceived,  at  the  other  end  of 
the  pit,  one  of  his  friends  who 
fpoke  French  ;  and  having  pierced 
llie  crowd  which  feparateJ  them,  he 
returned  with  much  difficulty,  lead- 
ing him  ;u  his  hr,nd.— 1  aiTc^  whe- 


ther this  is  true  politenefs  or  not? 
A  Frenchman,  by  paying  him  a 
handfomc  conjpliment,  would  have 
imagined  that  he  had  done  enough  ; 
the  Engliihman,  on  the  contrary, 
thought  that  he  ought  to  do  more, 
and  he  accordingly  did  it.  J f  it  is 
then  in  a^ftiofiS,  and  not  in  fimple 
words,  that  real  urbanity  confills, 
one  is  obliged  to  confels  that  the 
Engiifh  are  the  moft  polilhed  nation 
in  Europe. 

The  principle  of  fuch  alliens  is 
there  alfo  more  pure,  becaufe  a 
beggar  has  no  occaHon  to  humble 
hiraielf  before  the  mou  v.ealthy, 
and  a  citizen  in  eafy  circumftanccs 
knows  no  bounds  to  his  independ- 
ence. 

The  moral  character  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  has  indeed  degenerated,  but* 
notwithllanding  this,  it  is  ftill  efti- 
mable  ;  for  it  is  not  from  its  parlia- 
ments, its  oriental  depredators,  and 
the  crews  of  its  privateers,  who 
all  aim  at  a  certain  end,  that  we 
ought  tojudge  of  the  nation.  Many 
members  of  parliament  afpire  at 
eminent  fituations,  and  allow  thcm- 
felves  to  be  corrupted ;  fo  alfo  do 
the  adventurers  who  leave  Europe 
with  an  intention  to  plunder  Ana  ; 
and  it  is  the  very  nature  of  pirates 
to  rob  and  flaughter. 

Is  it  fiora  the  refufe  of  a  com- 
munity that  we  are  to  imbibe  our 
opinions  of  the  moral  charaderof  a 
people  ;  or  from  a  multitude  of  god- 
like actions,  which  are  perfoimei 
every  dav,  by  thoufands  in  this 
illand  ? 

An  extraordinary  event,  wliicK 
occurred  a  few  years  fince,  will  fei  ve 
to  elucidate  the  ncble  and  guncrous- 
manner  of  thinking  among  the  Eng- 
lilh. The  emigrations  from  the 
empire,  of  which  luch  fad  complaints 
are  made,  pven   at  tiiis  day,   and 
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which  are  founded  on  reafons  partly 
jnll,  and  partly  imaginary,  gave  an 
opportunity  to  a  German  'gentleman 
to  t'orm  a  very  fingular  fchemc. 

U'he  name  oF  this  projeftor,  and 
his  intentions,  arc  Hill  unknown ; 
the  arts  alfo  which  he  praftifcd  to 
put  in  execution  fnch  a  well-con- 
certed plan,  are  equally  obfcure  :  it 
is,  however,  certain  that  a  common 
genius  durit  never  imagine,  far  lefs 
be  able  to  put  in  execution,  an  en- 
terprife  of  this  nature.  In  the  year 
1765,  he  went  to  England  at  the 
tead  of  Sco  adventurers,  confiPdng 
of  men,  women,  and  children,  whom 
he  had  colledted  in  the  Palatinate, 
Franconia,  and  Suabia,  by  promif- 
ing  them  that  they  wotild  be  much 
more  happy  in  the  Rnglifli  colonies. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  port  of 
London,  this  fmgular  man  difap- 
pearcd,  and  has  never  fince  been 
kcard  of. 

At  oncemiferable  and  difappoint- 
ed,  thcic  unfortunate  wretclics,  nei- 
ther knowing  the  language,  nor  be- 
ing acquainted  with  any  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  with  only  a  few  rags 
to  cover  them,  were  entirely  bewil- 
dered in  that  extenfive  capital. 
Without  an  afylum,  without  even 
bread  for  their  children,  who  afked 
for  it  with  the  moft  piercing  cries, 
tJciey  knew  not  to  whom  they  could 
addreis  themfelvcs. 

Jn  hopes  of  a  lefs  cruel  deftiny, 
they  lay  aown  in  the  open  air,  in 
the  midfi:  of  thofe  greets  neareft  to 
the  whaif  where  they  had  been  land- 
ed. In  every  other  city,  even  in 
Paris  itfeif,  tiie  unexpeifled  arrival 
ef  a  colony  cf  eight  hundred  per- 
fons,  wculd  have  been  talked  of 
every  where,  and  proper  meafures 
taken  accordingly  :  but  the  landing 
of  fuch  a  numerous  body  was  for  a 
long  time    unknown    in    London. 


The  Inhabitants,  indeed,  of  that 
part  of  the  town,  and  alio  the  paf- 
fengers,  were  greatly  aftoni filed  at 
the  appearance  of  tnis  fingular 
groupe,  who  bewailed  their  misfor- 
tunes ill  an  unknown  language  ;  but 
not  being  able  todifcover  the  cauie, 
they  gave  themfelves  but  little  con- 
cern on  thr  iubjecl. 

Two  days  pafi'ed  in  this  manner, 
and  theie  por  people  remained  ex- 
pofed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  ele- 
ments, and  the  cravings  of  hunger. 
Some  died  for  wairt,  on  the  third 
day.  Their  mifery  was  now  at  the 
extreme,  for  their  arriv.il  was  un- 
known any  where  elfe  than  in  this 
little  corner  of  the  fuburbs  :  not  a 
fingle  word  of  it  had  tranfpircd  ei- 
ther in  the  city  or  Wellmmfter. 

The  inhabitants  in  the  neighbour- 
hood were  not,  however,  unfeeling 
fpedlators  of  fo  many  calamities  : 
they  .Tided  them  as  far  as  they  were 
able ;  but  what  are  the  feeble  fuc- 
cours  of  poverty  at  fuch  a  crifis  ? 
The  bakers  were  accuflomed  to  fend 
their  fervants  every  morning  loaded 
with  bafkets  of  biead,  whicli  they 
diftributed  according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  their  matters.  One  of  thefe 
happening  to  pafs  near  the  place 
where  thefe  emigrants  were  encamp- 
ed, heard  that  they  had  been  fe- 
veral  hours  without  any  fubfiftence. 
"  ]f  it  is  fo,''  fays  he,  at  the  fame 
time  placing  his  pannier  in  the  niidH: 
of  them,  "  our  cuilomers  muft  have 
"  patience  to-day  ;  were  my  mailer 
"  to  lofe  them  all,  he  would  r:ot  be 
"  angry,  i  will,"  added  he,  "  aid 
"  thefe  poor  creatures,  if  I  pay  for 
"  it  out  of  my  own  v.'ages." — I 
truft  that  the  behaviour  of  this  man 
does  not  need  a  commentary. 

T  e  Reverend  Mr.  Wafchel,  a 
clergyman  of  the  German  church, 
who  lived  near  to  them,  at  laft  re- 
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lolved  to  advertife  this  fin^^ular 
event  in  the  newfpapeis.  In  a  let- 
ter which  he  infeited,  and  which 
was  fio^ned  with  his  own  name,  he 
particularizes,  in  a  moft  ailefting 
detail,  th'  miiery  of  his  country- 
men, and  implores  in  tlieir  behalf 
the  generous  compaflion  of  the  Eng- 
lifh,  on  which  tlicfe  vvretches  had 
fo  much  relied  when  they  left  thtir 
native  country.  The  cffeifl  of  this 
was  incredible  and  beyond  expe»2:a- 
tion. 

The  morning  papers  are  gene- 
rally printed  at  eight  o'clock ;  by 
nine  a  man  arrives  on  horfeback 
from  one  of  the  moft  dillant  parts 
of  Weftminftc'-,  and  brings  to  Mr. 
Wafchel  a  bank  note  for  loo  1.  fler- 
ling.  The  meflengcr  would  not 
mention  the  donor,  but  it  v/as  af- 
terwards found  to  be  the  old  coun- 
tcis  of  Cheftcrfu  Id,  wlio  performed 
fo  charitable  an  aftion. 

This  might  be  called  the  earnefl: 
of  the  whole  nation.  It  feemed  to 
rain  bank  notes  and  guineas  upon 
the  good  priell.  CoiFee-houfes 
were  opened  for  fubfcriptions,  at- 
tendants were  appointed  to  fupply 
them  with  neccflarics,  as  they  them- 
fcJvcs  were  not  able  to  buy  them ; 
phyficians  and  apothecaries  were 
aflijMicd,  and  nurfes  and  interpreters 
appointed  to  them  :  in  a  word,  the 
wants  of  this  deferted  band  were  fa- 
tisfied,  their  forloi'n  fituation  re- 
moved, and  the)'  themfelves  ic- 
fJDircd  with  the  fweet  hope  of  better 
profpccts  before  the  middle  of  that 
very  day. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fnbfcrip- 
tions  continued  open,  and  there 
never,  perhaps,  was  fuch  a  general 
contribution.  There  were  but  few 
rich  people,  of  a  certain  rank,  in 
all  the  kingdom,  who  did  not  allill 
o;i    this   occ.'.fwn.     1    m;  ll-lf  have 


read  the  lift  of  thofe  benefaflors  to 
my  countrymen,  and  have  counted 
more  than  twenty  who  gave  a  hun- 
dred pounds  each,  and  fome  even 
more.  The  fum  total  is  unknown 
to  mc ;  it  was,  however,  fuflicient 
to  entertain  this  numerous  body  of 
pf^ople,  during  five  monthi,  in 
London  ;  at  the  end  of  that  period 
they  were  carried  to  Carolina,  in 
veilels  hired  for  the  puipofe,  and 
provided  with  proper  necefiaries. 
i  hey  had  a  very  excellent  paflkge 
to  America,  and  received,  at  the 
inftant  of  their  arrival,  not  only 
every  thing  nccefl'ary  for  their  ella- 
biifnmenr,  but  alfo  the  remainder 
of  the  money  which  had  been  col- 
le6led  for  them. 

It  may  be  imagined  that  the 
Germans,  fettled  in  London,  ihew- 
ed  themfelves  equally  generous  to- 
wards their  countrymen  as  the  Eng- 
liih. — Not  only  thofe  in  eafy  cir- 
cumftances,  but  even  opulent  peo- 
ple, to  v.'hora  the  nation  had  con- 
fided the  care  of  thefe  unfortunate 
wretches,  received  money  for  their 
fervices  out  of  the  fund  arifmg  from 
the  fubfcriptions,  and  qharged  at 
the  higlieft  rate  ! 

The  prilons  for  confining  debtors 
in  England,  are  fuch  as  might  be. 
expeded  in  a  nation  wliich  regards 
the  powerful  and  facrcd  rights  of 
humanity. 

As  it  is  extremely  eafy  to  con- 
trad  debts  in  England,  it  muit 
tiiereforc  necefTiirily  follow,  that 
the  gaols  are  always  full  of  pri- 
foncrs.  The  pooreil  people,  pro- 
vided they  are  not  common  beg- 
gars, l.tbour  with  the  utnioft  aiTidu- 
ity  to  hire  a  fmali  tenement,  and 
become  boufches-pers,  becaufe,  befidei 
the  convenience  rcfulting  from  it, 
there  are  certain  privileges  annexed 
to  fuch  a  litualion.    In  confeouencc 
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of  this,  they  prefer  the  moft  mife- 
rable  cottage  hired  in  their  own 
name,  to  more  convenient  apart- 
ments in  another  houfe. 

From  this  proceeds  the  great 
number  of  houfes  in  London,  which, 
on  this  very  account,  are  as  five  to 
three  in  proportion  to  thofe  of 
Paris,  where  all  the  inhabitants  live 
heaped  upon  one  another. 

The  national  charafter  is  difco- 
vered  in  this  very  circumftance. 
It  often  happens,  that  a  man  has 
nothing  in  his  little  houfe,  but  a 
bed,  a  table,  and  fome  chairs ;  and 
yet,  in  quality  of  a  houfekceper,  he 
procures  a  certain  degree  of  credit, 
and  no  one  makes  any  difficulty  in 
trulHng  him.  The  butchers,  the 
bakers,  the  taylors,  the  fhoe -makers, 
&c.  &c.  furnifh  him  with  whatever 
he  may  Hand  in  need  of,  without 
requiring  ready  money  ;  people  in 
good  circumliances  generally  make 
them  wait  till  Chriftmas :  a  fhoner 
time  is  however  fixed  for  the  poor ; 
and  whenever  the  debt  amounts  to 
the  fum  of*  forty  fhillings,  the 
creditor  has  a  right  to  arreft  the 
debtor. 

Nothing  is  more  eafy  than  this. 
He  goes  to  the  flierifFs'  office,  where 
there  is  generally  no  other  perfon 
than  a  clerk ;  he  informs  him  of 
his  bufmefs,  and  afks  for  a  writ. 
The  clerk,  whofe  duty  it  is  to 
diftribute  thefe  writs  without  mak- 
ing any  inquiry,  receives  his  fee, 
after  having  firft  made  him  kifs 
the  bible,  the  ufual  manner  of  tak- 
ing an  oath  in  England. 

The  bailiffs,  of  whom  I  made 
mention  in  the  preceding  chapter, 
are  afterwards  employed,  in  virtue 
of  their  office,  to  arreft  the  debtor. 
The  people  deteft  thefe  men ;  and 


it  is  very  natural  for  they  load  a  lazy 
life,  and  inhabit  good  houfes,  which 
fcrve  as  temporary  priions.  The 
creditor  carries  the  writ  to  one  of 
thefe,  and  gives  him  inftrudlions. 
The  bailiff  conveys  the  prifoner  to 
his  houfe,  where  he  remains  for 
twenty- four  hours :  during  this  time, 
he  maizes  ufe  of  every  art,  either  to 
fettle  the  matter,  or  procure  bail. 
If  an  accommodation  does  not  take 
place  in  that  time,  the  officer  con- 
ducts him  to  prifon  :  a  fee  however, 
properly  applied,  will  often  procure 
an  indulgence  for  feveraldays. 

As  there  are  two  prlfons,  called 
the  King's  Bench  and  the  Fleet, 
which  are  peculiar  to  England,  and 
have  nothing  fimilar  to  them  in 
Europe,  they  ufually  make  choice 
of  one  of  thefe.  The  latter  is 
fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  city  ; 
the  other  in  St.  George's  Fields. 
No  traveller  that  I  am  acquainted 
with,  has  ever  given  a  particular 
account  of  thefe  fmgular  and  un- 
common gaols.  They  never,  in- 
deed, have  been  mentioned  among 
us  but  in  fome  Englifii  romances, 
which  are  very  juftly  rejected  as  fo 
many  fidtions  and  improbabilities. 
So  true  it  is,  that  we  have  only  a 
few  vague  ideas  of  a  nation  con- 
cerning which  we  never  ceafe  to 
fpeak  ;  which  we  endeavour  to 
imitate  in  almoft  every  thing,  and 
which  is  fo  very  near  to  us. 

It  may  be  faid,  that  thefe  prifons 
are  two  republics  exifting  in  the 
bofom  of  the  metropolis,  and  en- 
tirely independent  of  it.  The  fitu- 
ation  and  the  largenefs  of  the  firft 
render  it  more  commodious  than 
the  other.  Its  boundaries  are 
marked  by  a  wall,  which  contains 
a    prodigious    extent    of   ground. 


•  By  a  late  aft,  no  one  can  be  arrefted  for  any  debt  below  the  fum  of  ten  pounds. 
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Within  its  circumference  a  great 
number  of  houfes  are  buik  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  prifor.ers ;  a 
garden  where  they  may  walk,  a 
place  where  they  may  play  at  fives, 
public-houfes  where  beer  and  wine 
are  fold,  a  coffee-houfe,  (hops,  &:c. 
&c. 

All    the    mechanics   who  follow 
trades  which  do  not  require  much 
room    nor    long    preparation,    are 
allowed  here   to  exercife  their  re- 
fpedive    avocations,     which    they 
denote  by  figns  at  their  doors  and 
windows.     You  may  find  taylors, 
flioe-makers,  wig-makers,   &c.  &c. 
who  not  only  work   for  the  other 
prifoners,   but  alfo    for   their  cuf- 
tomers  elfewhere,  who  iHU  continue 
to  employ  them.     They  generally 
make  their  faniilies  ftay  with  them, 
and  live  very  comfortably.     Thofe 
who  are  at   liberty  fometimes  fur- 
pafs  in  number  thofe  who  are  con- 
fined, and  the  whole  often  amounts 
to  two   or  three  thoufand.     There 
is  no  guard  but  at  the  entrance ; 
the  greatell  liberty  reigns  within; 
neither  bars,  nor  bolts,  nor  irons, 
nor  gaoler  are    to    be    perceived ; 
nothing,  in  one  word,  to  denote  a 
prifon. 

As  their  doors  are  never  locked 
up,  the  inhabitants  may  divert 
tnemfelves  for  whole  nights  totre- 
ther :  they  have  even  been  known 
CO  give  balls  and  concerts.  The 
tree-ma!ons  have  a  lodge  here.  It 
was  in  the  king's  bench  that  Wilkes 
was,  in  the  year  1769,  received  as 
i  member  of  that  locietv. 

The  gates  are  open  from  feven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  till  nine  at 
night.  Any  perfon  impelled  either 
by  curiofity  or  bufmcis,  may  go 
and  come  during  thofe  hours,  with- 
out being  afked  any  que'iions. 
During  \S'ilke5's  imprifonment,  the 


avenues  were  continually  choaked 
up  by  the  number  of  carriages  that 
were  bringing  vifitors  to  him. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  per- 
fons  afraid  of  being  arretted,  run 
to  this  place  as  to  an  afylum,  where 
they  remain  with  fome  of  the  pri- 
foners whom  they  are  acquainted 
with,  and  never  depart  till  they 
have  made  terms  with  their  cre- 
ditors, or  taken  fome  other  ne- 
ceflary  fteps.  For,  according  to 
the  conttitutioR  of  this  fmgular 
commonwealth,  the  perfons  v.'ho  fly 
there  for  refuge,  cannot  in  any 
manner  be  molelled  by  thofe  on  the 
outlide.  The  infide  is  a  fanduary, 
facred  to  liberty,  where  the  baililF 
dares  not  penetrate.  He  never 
goes  further  than  the  lobby,  where 
he  depofits  his  prifoners.  Woe  to 
him  if  he  pafles  one  Hep  beyond 
it! 

In  this  prifon,  there  are  apart- 
ments which  would  not  difgrace  a 
palace.  Thefe  are  generally  oc- 
cupied by  rich  people,  who  pay  for 
them,  at  a  very  dear  rate :  for  no- 
thing is  more  common  than  to  fee 
perfons  who  pofTefs  confiderable 
fortunes  conduded  to  this  place, 
who  remain  there  as  long  as  they 
pleafe,  and  fet  out  whenever  they 
choofe  to  make  the  neccilary  ar- 
rangements with  their  credirors- 
During  their  confinement  they 
fquander  large  fums  of  money,  and 
give  a  great  deal  in  charity  to  their 
fellow-prifoners. 

One  may  here  fee  people  dref'cd 
in  the  mofl  failiionable  clothes ; 
affemblies  of  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
apartments  elegantly  furnilhed,  and 
tables  delicately  ferved.  The  gen- 
teel and  polite  air  every  where 
viiible,  will  never  ailow-any  one  to 
think  that  all  this  is  in  a  gaol. 
One  is  almoft  fure  of  meeting 
good 
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good  company  at  this  place,  as  it 
is  t'lequcmed  by  refpeiilable  per- 
fons,  who  have  loft  their  fortunes 
by  forae  uaforeCeen  accidents. 

it  was  here  that  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Korne  wrote  his  excellent  book,  on 
the  government  and  Jaws  of  Eng- 
land; that  Wilkes  formed  the  plan 
ot  his  prcfcnt  grandeur. 

The  unbecoming  aflemblage  of 
the  two  fexes,  is  one  of  the  greateft 
ubufes  of  this  prifun.  I  ha\'e  al- 
ready faid,  that  according  to  tiie 
laa's  of  the  countr}',  the  hulband  is 
obliged  to  anfvv'er  for  the  debts  of 
ids  wife,  fo  that  it  is  he  only  that 
is  arrcfted.  One  does  not  there- 
fore meet  with  married  women 
here,  but  there  are  plenty  of  wi- 
dows and  unmarried  ladies.  Thefe 
lall,  who  are  all  prieftefTes  of  V^e- 
nu5,  abound  in  great  plenty,  and 
fometimes  exceed  an  hundred.  One 
of  tliefe  mull  be  very  difagreeable, 
if  fhe  does  not  find,  on  her  arrival, 
feveral  who  will  offer  to  Ihaa^e  their 
apartments  with  her, and  even  their 
beds.  Vv^hen  they  are  tired  of  each 
other  they  feparate,  and  make  a 
frefli  choice.  It  often  happens  that 
they  remain  with  their  lovers  after 
they  are  liberated  ;  and  it  is  not  at 
all  uncommon  to  fee  them  forming 
connedions  here,  wiiich  are  only 
diiToived  by  death. 

The  voluptuous  life  which  they 
lead  in  this  gaol,  is  alio  augm.ented 
by  the  continual  vifits  which  their 
lovers  make  them.  However,  not- 
withflanding  the  debauchery  which 
generally  prevails,  it  very  rarely 
happens  that  it  is  attended  with 
ccnfequences  puiiifhable  by  the 
kv.s. 

There  are  certain  dirtrifts  in  the 
Tieighbourhood  of  the  king's  bench 
sr.d  the  fleet,  called  rules,  which 
fciio  a  circuit  of  tv,  o  En;:lilli  aiiles. 


The  prifoner  may  not  only  ramble 
but  even  live  within  thele,  whciU' 
ever  he  can  find  fccurity  tliat  he 
will  not  efcape.  It  is  remarked, 
that  no  nation  is  fo  credulous  as  the 
Englifli. 

There  are  a  great  many  agree- 
able gardens  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  king's  bench,  where  tea  and 
coftee  are  fold,  and  wliich  in.  aa 
afternoon  are  full  of  priioners. 

The  marlhal  has  upward?  of  three 
thoufand  a  year,  in  {alary  and  per- 
quifites ;  for  this  he  has  very  little 
to  do,  as  he  never  troubles  lumfelf 
about  the  interior  regulations :  hs 
is  obliged,  however,  to  give  large 
fecurity,  as  he  becomes  liable  to 
the  debts  of  all  thofe  who  efcape. 
About  ten  years  fmce,  four  pri- 
foners,  v/hofe  debts  amounted  to 
1,500/.  fterling,  efcaped  by  means 
of  a  hole  in  the  garden  wall.  Be- 
fore he  paid  fo  much  money,  the 
marlhal  bethought  himfelf  of  a 
very  fmgular  expedient.  He  gave 
notice  that  he  would  give  them 
fifty  per  cent,  of  thefums  for  which 
they  had  been  confined,  provided 
they  would  furrender  themfelves. 
Three  of  them  actually  acceded  to 
the  agreem.ent,  received  the  ftipu- 
lated  payment,  and  returned  to 
their  former  habitation. 

Although  the  care  of  this  gaol  is 
entirely  confided  to  the  marihaJ, 
yet  he  is  not  permitted  to  interfere 
in  its  internal  regulations,  and  i«. 
very  feldom  feen  witliia  its  walls. 
Every  prifoner,  whether  man  or 
woman,  is  a  member  of  this  com- 
monwealth, and  participat-^s  in  all 
its  privileges.  They  choofe  a  lord 
chief  julHce,  and  a  certain  Humber 
of  judges,  who  afiemble  once  a 
week,  and  decide  controverfies. 

In  this  court  they  terminate,  all 
quarrels,  ms.ke  laws  coiicerning  the 
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police,  hear  all  complaints,  and 
pronounce  final  judgment  :  in  a 
word,  every  thing  is  equally  at- 
tended to  as  in  a  well-governed 
community.  Every  one  has  a  right 
to  attend  and  plead  his  own  caufe. 
Thofe  who  are  not  able  to  exprels 
themfelves  with  propriety  in  public, 
fuch  as  women,  for  example,  em- 
ploy others  to  relate  their  com- 
plaints,  or  defend  their  interefts. 

Of  all  the  remarkable  objeds 
which  England  offers  to  the  eye  of 
a  foreigner,  no  one  is  more  worthy 
of  his  admiration,  than  the  aftonilh- 
ing  beauty  of  the  women. 

It  produces  fuch  a  furpriling 
effect,  that  every  ftranger  muit  ac- 
knowledge the  fuperiority  of  the 
Englilli  ladies  over  all  others.  The 
moll  exai\  proportions,  an  elegant 
figure,  a  lovely  neck,  a  fkin  uncom- 
monly fine,  and  features  at  once 
regular  and  charming,  diftlnguilTi 
them  in  an  eminent  degree.  Their 
private  virtues  alfo  render  them 
capable  of  enjoying  all  the  felicity 
of  the  marriage  ftate. 

The  pronenefs  of  the  whole  na- 
tion to  melanclioly,  renders  the 
women  grave  and  ferious ;  their 
minds  are  lefs  occupied  about  p!ea- 
fures,  than  in  folicitude  for  the 
happinefs  of  their  liufbands,  and 
the  management  of  their  dome^ic 
concerns.  Even  women  of  quality 
fuckle  their  children ;  they  think 
that  the  name  and  duties  of  a 
mother  have  nothing  in  them  which 
they  ought  to  blulh  at,  and  that  no 
ftation  on  earth  is  comparable  to 
the  pleafures  of  maternal  tender- 
nefs,  and  the  agreeable  refiedlions 
which  refult  from  it. 

Notwithftanding  vice  is  often 
pufhed  to  the  extreme  in  the  ca- 
pital, it  is  very  uncommon  to  fee  a 
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married  woman  become  profligate, 
and  give  way  to  infamous  plea- 
fures. To  this  there  is  always  an 
iniurmountable  bar  in  her  love  for 
her  family,  the  care  of  her  houfe- 
hold,  and  her  own  natural  gravity. 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  there  is  not  a 
city  in  the  whole  world,  where  the 
honour  of  a  hufband  is  in  lefs  dan- 
ger than  in  London. 

It  is  to  this  ferious  and  melan- 
choly difpofition  that  we  ought  to 
attribute  the  attachment  of  the 
Englifh  catholics  to  the  cloifler, 
and  which  has  induced  fo  many  of 
them  to  retire  to  France,  and  ftill 
more  to  Flanders.  They  have 
even  eftablifhed  a  fpecies  of  con- 
vents in  England,  for  thofe  wiio  do 
not  like  to  leave  their  native  coun- 
try. A  certain  number  of  ladies 
live  there  in  common,  perform  di- 
vine fervice  together,  and  conform 
to  all  the  inftitutions  of  that  order 
to  which  their  houfe  belongs.  Like 
other  nuns,  they  take  the  vows, 
and  their  drefs  is  always  plain  and 
modeft. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the 
prodigious  attachrnent  of  the  Eng- 
lifh to  politics.  This  paffion  is 
adually  among  them  an  induce- 
ment to  marriage.  A  hufband  who 
cr.n  talk  of  nothing  but  public 
affairs,  is  always  fure  to  find  in  his 
wife  a  perfon  with  whom  he  may 
converfe  concerning  thofe  topics 
which  intereft  him  moft.  He  has 
no  need  to  gc  abroad,  to  fatisfy  Ids 
appetite  for  tliis  darling  fubiedt. 

The  Englilh  are  net  une:rateful 
to  nature  for  her  prodigality  to- 
wards them.  The  children  are 
never  bound  up  in  fwaddiing- 
clothes,  but  covered  with  a  thia 
drefs,  which  gives  a  perfed  free- 
dom  to   all   their   motions.     The 
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great  advantages  avijing  from  ino- 
culation, become  every  day  more 
perceptible. 

The  fchools  for  the  education  of 
young  people  of  both  fexes,  are 
almoil  always  in  the  country.  In 
walking  through  the  charming 
villages  which  furround  the  me- 
tropolis, one  is  delighted  to  fee 
three  or  four  houfes  together,  dedi- 
cated folely  to  this  purpofe.  Thefe 
fupport  a  prodigious  number  of 
language-mafters,  dancing-mailers, 
mufxc-maftcrs.  Sec.  &c. 

The  l.idies,  trufting  perhaps  too 
much  to  their  natural  charms,  often 
neglect  the  means  of  fetting  them 
off  to  advantage.  But  a  very  few 
even  of  the  women  of  the  town 
make  ufe  of  rouge,  Manv  women 
of  falliion,  when  drelled  in  the  moil 
elegant  manner,  do  not  ufe  hair- 
powder;  neatiiejs,  however,  which 
leems  actually  to  be  a  rage  amongft 
them,  is  never  i-eglected. 

The  moft  elegant  part  of  an 
EngliQiwoman's  apparel  is  her  hat, 
which  is  ufually  adorned  with  rib- 
bands and  feathers.  No  female, 
of  whatever  rank,  dares  appear  in 
the  ftreets  of  London  on  foot,  with- 
out one  of  thefe ;  the  very  beggars 
wear  them.  The  art  with  which 
they  place  them,  is  but  imperfedlv 
imitated  by  foreigners,  who  know 
not  how  to  derive  from  them  all 
their  magical  advantages.  The 
charming  effect  which  they  pro- 
duce, made  Linguetobferve,  that  if 
liomer  had  been  acquainted  with 
this  encliantino:  drefs,  he  would  not 
cnly  have  given  a  cellus  to  Venus, 
but  alfo  a  hat. 

The  Lir-fex  in  that  country  have 
a  nu'fiber  of  cuftoms  peculiar  to 
theiTifeives,  and  a^iorg  others  that 
of  riding    on   horfeback;   in   this 
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fituation,  they  may  be  fcen  gallop- 
ing by  hundreds  along  Hyde  Park. 
On  thefe  occafions,  they  are  always 
dreiled  like  Amai:ons  ;  a  prac- 
tice introduced  by  queen  Anne, 
the  confort  of  Richard  II.  and 
u'hich  has  continued  to  the  prefent 
time.  The  ladies  alfo  think  it  in- 
decent to  fhew  themfelves  at  the 
window.  It  is  only  an  extraordi- 
nary circumllance  that  will  make  a 
woman  of  charafter  open  it,  to  fa- 
tisfy  her  curiofity.  The  women  of 
the  town,  however,  are  entirely 
above  fuch  a  prejudice. 

The  education  among  the  Eng- 
lifh,  as  far  as  it  regards  health,  is 
excellent:  I  cannot,  however,  iay 
fo  much  in  refpeft  to  morals.  The 
abufes  which  prevail  in  the  great 
fchools  are  well  known ;  1  fhall 
therefore  be  fdent  concerning  them. 
After  a  long  contention  concerning 
the  advantages  and  difadvantages 
of  a  public  or  private  tducation,  it 
feenis  at  lafl  to  have  been  decided 
in  favour  of  the  former.  The 
young  duke  of  Bedford,  who  is  the 
richeft  peer  in  the  kingdom,  was 
for  feveral  years  at  Weitminfler, 
where  he  was  brought  up  as  other 
young  men.  His  table  and  his  bed 
were  entirely  the  fame  as  theirs. 
Two  guineas  a  week  were  allowed 
him  for  pocket  money;  and  out  of 
his  income,  which  amounts  to  fixty- 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  five 
hundred  only  were  expended  in  his 
education. 

All  the  cxercifes  which  tend  to 
bring  the  mufcleb  into  aftion,  and 
to  make  the  body  healthy  and  ro- 
buft;  are  the  daily  recreations  of 
thefe  public  fchools,  which,  not- 
w ithl'^anding  their  numberLfs  dif- 
advantages,  do  not,  however,  make 
youth  effeminate. 

A  great 
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A  great  number  of  children  of 
good  extradlion  are  dcftined  from 
the  earlieil  age  to  commerce,  and 
educated  accordingly.  This  prac- 
tice, fo  wife  in  itfelf,  and  which 
was  the  fource  from  which  the  Ge- 
noefe  nobility  derived  their  opu- 
lence, and  by  which  the  illuflrious 
houfe  of  Medicis  were  raifed  to 
a  throne,  where  they  became  the 
benefaftors  of  mankind,  was  not 
introduced  into  England  until  about 
the  middle  of  the  feventeenth  cen- 

The  Englilh  nobility  during  the 
civil  war,  being  almoll  entirely  at- 
tached to  the  king,  were  banifhed 
from  all  employments  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  whofe  power  then 
preponderated  ;  they  therefore  had 
no  refource  but  in  trade.  Thofe 
who  poflefied  abilities  amafTed  im- 
menfe  riches,  and  contributed  by 
their  example  to  remove  the  ancient 
prejudices  which  ftill  fubfilled  in 
their  country  againft  the  employ- 
ment of  a  merchant.  Soon  after 
this,  fome  of  the  firft  people  in  the 
kingdom  became  the  moil  zealous 
partizans  of  commerce,  and  em- 
barked their  fortunes  in  it,  by 
which  means  they  at  once  gave  ac- 
tivity and  vigour  to  trade.  Tliis, 
it  is  affirmed,  was  the  origin  of  that 
fplendour  and  opulence  which  Eng- 
land foon  after  acquired.  In  our 
own  time,  we  ha,ve  feen  the  fon  of 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  formerly  prime 
minifter  of  England,  a  private 
banker,  and  the  brother  of  lord 
Oxford,   a  citizen  of  London. 


Anecdotes  relative  to  Dean  Swift'y 
treatment  of  Mrs,  John  fon  and 
Mrs.  Vanhomrigh  ;  fro7n  Literary 
Relics,  by  G.  M.  Berkeley,  Ej^. 


I  Am  now  come  to  the  only  part 
of  Swift's  conduft  which  is,  in 
my  opinion,  dcferving  of  cenfure ; 
I  mean  his  treatment  of  Stella  and 
Vanelfa.  But  be  it  remembered, 
that  cenfure,  though  merited,  fliould 
be  proportionate  to  the  crime.  Had 
the  Dean's  accufers  taken  the  trou- 
ble of  candidly  invcliigating  all  the 
circumftances  relative  to  that  double 
connexion,  they  might  pollibly  have 
found  the  unfortunate  lover  not 
wholly  undeferving  of  pity. 

But  before  J  proceed  to  inquire 
how  far  the  treatment  Stella  expe- 
rienced nxjas  or  n.uas  not  excufeable, 
J  Ihall  inform  my  reader  njobo  Stella 
really  luas.  On  this  point  all  the 
biographers  of  Swift  have  been 
mifinformed.  The  following  ac- 
count J  received  a  few  days  ago  in 
a  letter  from  Mrs.  Hearn,  niece  to 
the  celebrated  Mrs.  Johnfon,  and 
who  now  rcfides  at  Brighton  near 
Alresford,  Hants,  with  her  daughter 
Mrs.  Harrilon,  the  v/ife  of  a  molt 
refpeftable  clergyman  of  that  name. 

"  Mrs.  Either  Johnfon,  better 
"  known  by  the  name  of  Stella,  was 
"  born  at  Richmond  in  Surry  on 
"  the  13th  of  March  168 1.  Her 
"  father  was  a  merchant,  and  the 
"  younger  brother  of  a  good  family 
"  in  Nottinghamfhire.  He  died 
"  young,  and  left  his  widow  with 
"  three  children,  a  fon'  and  two 
"  daughters.  Whilll  Mis.  Johnfon 
"  lived  at  Richmond,  Ihe  had  the 
"  happinefs  of  becoming  firll  ac- 
"  quaintcd  with  Lady  Gifford,  the 
"  filler  of  Sir  Williain  Temple. 
"  The  uncommon  endovvnients, 
"  both  of  body  and  m.ind,  which 
*'  Mrs.  Johnfon  certainly  poilcfied 
"  in  an  high  degree,  foon  gained 
"  her  not  only  tlie  eftecm  but  the 
"  warm  friendfliip  of  that  excel  1  -nt 
"  lady  ;    a  friendlliip  which    laRed 
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"  till  death.  As  they  feldom  were 
*'  apart,  and  lady  Giftbrd  lived 
"  much  with  her  brother  Sir  Wil- 
*'  Ham,  it  was  through  her  that 
"  Mrs.  Johnfon  and  her  two  daugh- 
♦'  cers  (her  fon  dying  young)  were 
"  brought  to  the  knowledge  and 
•'  friendihip  of  Sir  William  Temple 
"  and  his  lady  ;  who  difcovering  (o 
"  many  excellencies,  and  fuch  hne 
"  parts,  in  the  /ink  Hetty,  as  fhe 
"  was  always  called  in  the  Temple 
**  family,  fo  far  took  upon  them- 
"  felves  the  care  of  her  education 
"  as  to  bring  her  up  with  their  own 
«*  niece,  the  late  Mrs.  Temple  of 
"  Moor  Park  by  Farnham — a  moll: 
*'  acceptable  piece  of  kindnefs  and 
*«  friendlliip  this  to  the  mother, 
"  whofe  little  fortune  had  been 
"  greatly  injured  by  the  South  Sea 
«  bubbles.  And  here  it  was  that 
*'  Dr.  Swift  firll  became  acquainted 
<«  with  Stella,  .and  commenced  that 
«  attachment  which  terminated  in 
"  their  marriage.  The  caufe  why 
«  that  m.arriage  was  not  owned  to 
"  the  world  has  never  been  tho- 
«  roughly  explained.  It  is  the  opi- 
"  nion,  however,  of  her  ovvn  family, 
*'  that  their  finances  not  being  equal 
«  to  the  ftyle  in  which  the  Dean 
*«  wifhed  to  move,  as  a  married 
<*  man,  could  be  the  only  one ; 
"  Stella's  own  fortune  being  only 
*'  ^.  1,500,  one  thoufancl  of  which, 
«  as  a  farther  mark  of  friendihip, 
"  was  left  her  by  Sir  William 
"  Temple  himfelf.  It  wa-s  Dr. 
"  Swift's  wilh  at  laft  to  have  owned 
"  his  marriage;  but  finding  herfelf 
«  declining  very  faft,  Stella  did  not 
«*  choofe  to  alter  her  mode  of  life, 
«  and  befides  fully  intended  coming 
"  over  to  England  to  her  mother." 
If  we  attentively  furvey  the  fitua- 
tion  of  Swift  from  tlie  firil  moment 
of  his  ccr.nedion  with  the  far-famed 
.1 


objeft  of  his  willies  to  the  period 
immediately  preceding  her  death, 
we  fhall  be  at  a  lofs  to  point  out  the 
time  when,  confiftently  with  the  dic- 
tates of  prudence,  he  could  have 
united  himfelf  with  his  amiable 
miftrcfs. 

From  the  promifed  munificence 
of  King  William,  he  received  no- 
thing but  difappointment.  After 
his  retirement  from  Moor  Park 
till  his  connexion  with  Lord 
Berkeley,  he  had  no  profpeft  of 
preferment.  On  his  promotion  to 
the  deanery  of  St.  Patrick,  a  fyftem 
of  the  fevereft  ceconomy  was  necef- 
fary  to  liquidate  the  debt  contrafted 
by  a  long  and  vexatious  attendance 
on  minillry ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
a  certain  degree  of  Hate  was  a  ne- 
cefiary  appendage  to  his  ftation. 

To  the  union  of  Swift  and  Stella 
there  was,  however,  at  one  period 
of  their  connedlicn,  a  much  more 
formidable  obftacle  than  any  that 
could  have  arifen  from  prudence. 
It  is  with  reluftance  I  proceed ;  but 
during  one  of  the  Dean's  long  mi- 
niilerial  attendances  in  London, 
commenced  his  acquaintance  with 
Vaneffa. 

This  lady  polTelTed  wit,  youth, 
beauty,  a  competent  Ihare  of  wealth, 
and  umver/al  admiration.  Thus  de- 
corated, fhe  offered  herfelf  a  willing 
viftim  at  the  fhrine  of  Swift,  by 
whofe  genius  fhe  was .  completely 
fafcinated. 

To  behold,  without  emotion,  fuch 
a  facriiice,  was  hardly  to  be  ex- 
pected from  man.  But  to  the  ho- 
nour of  Swift  be  it  remembered, 
that  though  allured  by  fucli  attrac- 
tions as  were  indeed  at  once  m.oft 
rare  and  powerful,  he  made  a  long 
and  oblHnate  defence;  and  when 
the  death  of  the  queen  exiled  him 
as  ix  v.'eve  from  England,  he  ufed 
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all  the  force  of  argument  to  prevail 
on  VanefTa  to  fmcther  the  deftruc- 
tive  flame  die  had  (o  long  nourillied 
in  her  boibm,  and  whicn,  he  wifely 
apprehended,  would  at  fome  future 
period  kindle  a  conflagration,  from 
which  efiedts  the  molt  fatal  were 
juftly  to  be  dreaded.  Dazzled  at 
^rj}  by  the  fplendor  of  his  conqueft, 
he  w'as  prevented  from  feeing  his 
own  conduc^t  in  a  proper  point  of 
view  ;  but  when  the  death  of  the 
Queen  reminded  him.  that  Ireland 
was  to  be  the  fcene  of  his  remain- 
ing years,  the  thought  of  wounding 
her  whom  he  had  invited  to  that 
country,  by  the  prefence  of  her  ri- 
val, Ihocked  the  delicacy  of  his 
feelings;  whilfl:  the  idea  of  Stella, 
neglecled  and  forfaken,  returned 
with  redoubled  force,  and  once 
more  pollefled  itfelf  of  his  mind. 

Yet  at  the  moment  when  he  re- 
commended to  Vanefla  forgetful- 
nefs  of  the  pafl,  it  is  certain  he 
taught  what  he  could  not  pradife, 
and  that  what  was  7-i^/pt  was  pre- 
ferred to  what  was  plea/ant.  In  the 
eye  of  juilice,  the  claims  of  Stella 
were  highly  forcible.  She  had,  at 
an  early  period  of  life,  yielded 
her  afi^eitions  to  the  afliduities  of 
Swift.  To  enjoy  his  fociety,  fhe 
had  facrificed  her  country  and  her 
connexions,  and  had  fixed  her 
abode  in  a  part  of  the  world  where 
people  were  by  no  means  inclined 
t©  put  the  bell  conftruQion  on  the 
face  of  things. 

In  circumflances  like  thefc,  to 
have  fitially  deferted  Stella  was  a 
piece  of  cruelty  and  of  villainy 
of  which  her  lover  was  utterly  in- 
capable. His  return  to  Ireland 
certainly  leflened  her  anxier;. ,  and 
rendered  her  fituation  more  tolera- 
ble than  it  could  he  during  his  ab- 
fcnce.     Whatever  Ihe  might  think 


of  the  ftate  of  his  affections,  (he  was 
at  leaft  in  a  fituation  to  attempt  the 
recovery  of  them  ;  and  thougii  dif- 
appointment  had  killed  the  roles  of 
youth,  yet  her  conveifation  was  ftiH. 
attractive,  her  rrdnd  cultivated,  and 
her  manners  gentle.  But  the  ar- 
rival of  the  unfortunate  Vaneffa 
foon  violated  the  tranquillity  of 
Stella.  The  anxiety  infeparable 
from  fuch  a  fituation  as  hers  preyed 
on  her  fpirits,  and  materially  af- 
feded  her  health. 

Swift,  Ihocked  at  the  efFefls  his 
own  inconltancy  was  likely  to  pro- 
duce, requelled  Bilhop  "Afh,  the 
common  friead  of  both,  to  inquire 
from  Stella  what  could  reilore  her 
former  peace  of  mind.  Her  an- 
fwer  wao  to  this  efled,  "  That  for 
many  years  fhe  had  patiently  borne 
the  tongue  of  flander  ;  but  -.hat  hi- 
therto Ihe  had  been  cheered  by  the 
hope  of  one  day  becoming  his 
wife  :  that  of  fuch  an  event  fhe  now 
faw  no  probability  ;  and  that,  con- 
lequently,  her  memory  would  be 
tranfmitted  to  pollerity  branded 
with  the  moll  unmerited  obloquy." 

Swift,  in  his  reply  to  this  decla- 
ration, obferved,  that  "  in  early 
life  he  had  laid  down  two  maxims 
w  ith  refpecl  to  matrunony ;  The 
Jirj}  was,  never  to  marry  unlefs  pof- 
feffed  of  a  competency  :  the  /Vc-o;?y, 
unlefs  this  was  the  cafe  at  fuch  a 
period  of  life  as  afforded  him  a 
probable  profpcd  of  living  to  edu- 
cate his  family  ;  but  yet,  fmce  her 
happinefs  depended  on  his  marry- 
ing her,  he  would  directly  com- 
ply with  her  willies  on  the  follow- 
ing terms :  That  it  fhoiild  remaisi 
a  lecret  from  all  the  world,  unlcl'^ 
the  dilcovery  were  called  for  by 
fome  urgent  v<'crjjity%  and  that  they 
fhould  coniinue  in  feparatc  ho'jfvS." 

To  tht.-re  Tcrm=i  Siclla  rcadilv  ac- 
Y)  \  cidtd; 
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ceded;  and  in  1716  they  were 
married  by  the  Ijiihop  of  Clogher, 
who  himi'elt  relaied  the  circum 
fiance  10  Bifhop  Berkeley,  by  whofe 
relid  the  llory  was  communicated 
to  me. 

Swift,  by  marrying  Stella  at  a 
time  when  it  is  pretty  certain  he 
ceaicd  to  entertain  for  her  any  very 
impalTioned  fentiments,  is  one  proof 
that  he  thought  the  laws  of  honour 
intitled  to  the  ftridell  obfervance. 
He  faw  when  it  w^s  too  late,  the  error 
of  tiiis  condudl  towards  that  amia- 
ble woman,  and  made  reparation  ; 
thougn,  to  be  fare,  his  declining 
to  acknowledge  her  was  a  ftep  that 
cannot  be  jullified,  and  which  muft 
be  attributed  merely  to  that  love 
of  fingularity,  which  in  a  greater 
or  lefs  degree  is  infeparable  from 
genius. 

With  refpefl  to  VanefTa  I  have 
little  to  fay.  Whilft,  in  juilice  to 
Sw  ift,  I  cannot  refrain  from  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  firil  advances  came 
from  her,  I  Ihould  not  forbear  re- 
calling to  the  reader's  reculleftion 
what  is  remarked  a  few  pages  back, 
that  waen  Vanefl'a  felected  Cadenus 
for  her  lover,  fhe  was  uni-uerfally 
fol\oi.ved  z.x\:\  admired;  and  whatever 
conftruction  may  be  put  on  a  cele- 
brated poem,  which  it  is  to  be 
wirbed  had  never  feen  the  light,  I 
fhall  veature  to  alTert,  that  the  paf- 
iion  fhe  entertained  for  Swift  was 
perfedly  innocent.  She  knew  of 
no  engagement  to  prevent  their 
union;  and  to  obtain  .that  union 
was  the  fole  object  of  her  wifnes. 
AluW>ugh  the  encouragement  fhe 
gave  to  Swift  might  be  rather  in- 
confiflent  with  the  etiquette  ob- 
fer\'cd  by  all  prudent  and  experienced 
women  whe-  in  a  Hate  of  courtfhip; 
yet  for  this  inattention  it  is  by  no 


means  right  to  brand  her  memory 
with  the  fevtrell  obloquy. 

With  refpeifl  to  the  Dean's  con- 
duct towards  this  lady,  no  other 
apology  can  be  offered  than  this  : 
That  the  violence  of  the  paiTion 
which  he  entertained  for  her,  blind- 
ed him  to  the  fatal  eflefls  that  w^re 
likely  to  arife  from  iich  a  connec- 
tion ;  and  that  he  found  hlmfelf  un- 
expeftedly  in  a  fituation  where /^r- 
fe-verance  was  nxircng,  and  where  re- 
treat was  impojfible.  Swifr  lias  been 
leverely  blamed  for  continuing  his 
connexion  with  Vancfla  after  his 
marriage  with  Stella  :  But  be  it  re- 
membered, that  though  in  this 
point  he  erred,  his  motive  was  fuch 
as,  though  it  could  not  juftify,  cer- 
tainly palliated,  the  crime.  He 
wanted  refolution  mortally  to  wound 
the  peace  of  one  wno  loved  fo  well. 
Juilice  and  nature  contefled  the 
point ;  and  thofe  who  in  this  in- 
ftance  may  cenfur -,  cannot  regret 
the  triumph  of  the  latter.  It  is 
likewife  more  than  probable,  that 
one  of  the  motives  which  induced 
Swift  to  conceal  his  marriage,  was 
a  wifli  to  fpare  Vanefl'a  fo  fevere  a 
pang  ;  the  effects  produced  by  the 
difcovery  of  that  fatal  fecret  were 
forefeen,  and  are  too  well  known 
to  need  recapitulation.  Her  lail 
will  declared  what  her  feelings  were : 
Her  appointing  Swift's  molt  inti- 
mate fiend  Biihop  Berkeley  to  be 
one  of  the  executioners  of  her  ven- 
geance, fliows  the  violence  of  her 
refentment.  At  the  fame  time,  had 
the  hour  of  VanefTa's  diflblution 
been  lefs  rapid  in  its  approach,  had 
death  allo.ved  the  ftofm  of  paffion 
time  to  fubfule,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable {he  would  have  recalled  her 
order  refpefting  the  publication  of 
their  mutual  correfpoiidcnce.  Her 
paffions 
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paflions  were  violent,  and  confc- 
qucntly  would  have  been  fhort- 
lived.  Her  heart  was  tender,  and 
her  fenfibility  great  ;  whilil  her 
mind  was  poflefied  of  a  degree  cf 
ftrength  not  always  to  be  found 
amongft  tlie  fair  fex  ;  and  her  ta- 
lents in  many  points  eclipfed  thofc  of 
her  unfortunate  rival. 


De/cription  of  Shirauz,  and  of  the 
Manners  of  the  Modern  Perfians  ; 
frotn  Francklin's  Tourfrotn  Ben- 
gal to  Perfia. 

NO  place  in  the  world  produces 
the  neceflaries  of  life  in  great- 
er abundance  and  perfedicn  than 
Shirauz  ;  nor  is  there   a   more  de- 
lightful fpot  in  nature  to  be  con- 
ceived, than  the  vale  in  which  it  is 
fituated,  either  for  the  falubrity  of 
the  ajr,  or  for  the  p'ofufion  of  every 
thing  neceflary  to  render  life  com- 
fortable and  agreeable.     The  fields 
yield    plenty    of  rice,    wheat,    and 
barley,  which  they  generally  begin 
to  reap  in  the  month  of  May,  and 
by  the  middle  of  July  the  harvell:  is 
completed.     Molt  of  the  European 
fruits  are  produced  here,  and  many 
of  th'm    are    fuperior  in    fize   and 
flavour  to    what  can    be  raifcd  in 
Europe,  particularly  the  apricot  and 
grape.     Of  the    grape   of  Shirauz 
there  are  feveral  forts,  all  of  them 
very  good,  but  two  or  three  more 
particularly  fo  than   the  re  11 ;  one 
is    the   large   white    grape,    called 
Reefh  Baba,  without  feed,  which  is 
extremely  lufcious  and  agreeable  to 
the    tafte;    the   fmall   white   grape, 
called  Aflceri,  alfo  without  feed,  and 
as  fweet  as  fugar  ;  the  black  grape, 
of  which    the    celebrated   wine    of 
Shirauz     is    made.      Tliis   wine    is 
prelled  by  the  Armenians  and  Jews, 


in  the  months  of  0£lobcr  and  No- 
vember, and  a  vaft  deal  is  exported 
annually  to  Abu  Shchr,  and  other 
parts  in  the  Perfian  Gulph,  for  the 
fupply  of  the  India  njarket.  The 
wine  of  Shirauz  is  really  delicious, 
and  well-defcrving  of  praife ;  fo 
much  lb;  that  people  who  have 
drank  it  for  a  fpace  oi  time,  feldom 
care  for  any  other,  though  at  the 
firll  talle  it  is  rather  unpleafant  to 
an  European.  They  have  another 
kind  of  large  red  grape,  called  Sa- 
hibi,  the  bunches  of  which  weigh 
feven  or  eight  pounds  each :  it  is 
fharp  and  rough  to  the  tafte,  and 
makes  vinegar  of  a  very  fuperior 
quality.  The  cherries  nere  are 
but  indifferent;  but  apples,  pears, 
melons,  peaches,  quinces,  neda- 
rines,  and  tlie  gage  plums,  are  all 
very  good,  and  in  tJ^e  greateft 
plenty.  The  pomegranate  is  good 
to  a  proverb;  the  Perfians  call  it 
the  fruit  of  Paradile. 

The  breed  of  horfes  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Pars  is  at  prefent  very  in- 
different, owing  to  tiie  ruinous  ftate 
of  the  country  ;  but  in  the  province 
of  Dullitillaan,  lying  to  the  fourh- 
wefl,  it  is  remarkably  good.     The 
fheep    are    of  a    fuperior    flavour, 
owing    to    the    excellence     of    the 
pallui-age   in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Shirauz,   and    are    alfo    c-lebratcd 
for  the  finenefs  of  their  fleece  :  they 
have  tails  of  an  extraordirwry   fize, 
fome  of  which  I   have  feen  weigh 
upwards    of    thirty    pounds  ;     but 
thcfe  which  are  fold  in  the  markets 
do  not  weigh   above   fix  or  feven. 
Their  oxen   are   large  and  llroiig, 
but  their  flefh  is  ftldom   eaten  by 
the  natives,  who  confine  themlelvcs 
chiefly  to  that  of  Ihccp   and  fowls. 
Provifions   of    all    kinds   are   very 
cheap  ;  and  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains affording  an  ample  fupply  of 
D  4  fnow 
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fnow  throughout  the  year,  the 
meaneil  artificer  of  Shirauz  may 
have  his  water  and  fruits  cooled 
without  any  expence  worthy  his 
confideration  ;  this  fnow  being  ga- 
thered on  the  tops  of  the  mountains, 
and  brought  in  carts  to  the  city,  is 
fold  in  the  markets.  The  price  of 
provifions  is  regulated  at  Shirauz 
with  the  greateft  exadnefs,  by  the 
D.iroga,  or  judge  of  the  police,  who 
lets  a  fixed  price  upon  every  article, 
and  no  (hop-keeper  dares  to  demand 
more,  under  the  fevere  penalty  of 
loung  his  nofe  and  ears ;  fuch  being 
the  punilhment  attached  to  a  crime 
of  this  nature  ;  by  v.'hich  means  the 
pooreft  inhabitants  are  eiFedlually 
fecured  from  impofition,  in  fo  capi- 
tal an  article  as  the  neceflaries  of 
life. 

Manufactures   and   trade  are    at 
prefent  greatly  decayed  in  Perfia, 
the  people  having  had  no  interval 
cf  peace  to  recover  them.felves  fmce 
the  death  of  Kerim  Khan  to   the 
prefent    period:    but  if  a   regular 
and    permanent   government  were 
once  again  to  be  eftabliihed,  there 
is  little  doubt  but  they  would  fiou- 
rifh,  as  the  Perfians  are  very  inge- 
rious,  of  quick  c::pacities,  and  even 
the  lower  clafs  of  artificers  are  in- 
cuftrious  and  diligent.     They  vv'ork 
in  fdligree    and   ivory  remarkably 
well,  and  are  good  turners.     They 
have  at  Shirauz  aglafs  manufactory, 
where  they  cafe  very  good  glafs,  of 
which  great  quantities  are  exported 
to    different -parts    of    Perfia;    by 
which    the    manufafturers     acquire 
confiderable    profit.     Moft   of  the 
vs'ooilcn   goods,   filks    and  worked 
linens,  are  brought  from  Yezd  and 
Carmania,    from     both    of   which 
places    they    alfo  export   felts  and 
carpets.     A  great  quantity  of  cop- 
per is  produced  from  Taaris,  and 


other  of  the  more  northern  parts  of 
Perfia.  Kom  is  remarkable  for 
excellent  fvvord  blades ;  but  at  pre- 
fent all  trade  with  Europeans  is 
flopped  ;  and  the  flate  of  the  coun- 
try does  not  promife  a  fpeedy  re- 
turn cf  it.  India  goods  are  im^ 
ported  chiefly  from  Abu  Shehr.  In 
matters  of  trade  amongft  the  natives, 
the  v/hole  is  under  the  regulation  of 
the  Caloonter,  or  town-clerk,  who 
regulates  the  duties  to  be  paid  to 
the  Khan  on  all  imports :  this  is 
fometimes  executed  with  a  feverity 
which  leaves  the  merchant  little  or 
no  profit  upon  his  goods. 

The  climate    of  Shirauz    is   one 
of  the  moll  agreeable  in  the  world, 
the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  being 
feldom  felt.     During  the  fpring  of 
the  year,  the  face  of  the  country 
appears  uncommonly  beautiful.  The 
flowers,  of  which  they  have  a  great 
variety,  and  of  the  brighteft  hues, 
the    fragrant    herbs,    ihrubs,     and 
plants,  the  rofe,  the  fweet  bafil,  and 
the   myrtle,  all  here  contribute  to 
refrefli    and    perfume   the    natural 
mildnefs  of  the  air.     The  nightin- 
gale of  the  garden  (called  by  the 
Perfians     Boclbiil    Hezar   Dajiaan). 
the  goldfinch,    and    the   linnet,  by 
their  melodious  warblings,   at  this 
delightful  feafon  of  the  year,  ferve 
to  add  to  the    fatisfaflion   of  the 
mind,  and  to  infpire  it  with  the  moft 
picafing    ideas.      Their    mornings 
and  evenings  are  cool,  but  the  mid- 
dle of  the  day  is  very  pleafant.     In 
fummer,    t^e    thermometer    feldom 
rifes    above   feventy  -  three   in   the 
day-time,  and  at  night  it  generally 
finks   as    low   as    fixty-two.     The 
autumn  is  the  v/orft  feafon  of  the 
year,  that  being  the  time  when  the 
rains   begin  to  fall,  and  during  the 
autumnal  months  it  is  confidered  by 
natives    as    the    moft    unlitalthy ; 
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colds,  fluxes,  and  fevers  being  very 
ceneral.  In  winter,  a  vaft  deal  of 
fnow  falls,  and  very  thick,  but  ice 
is  rarely  to  be  found,  except  on  the 
fummits  of  the  mountains,  or  to- 
wards Ifpahan,  and  the  more  nor- 
thern parts  of  Pcrfia.  One  thing, 
which  is  moft  to  he  efteemed  in  this 
country,  and  renders  it  preferable 
to  any  other  part  of  the  world,  is 
their  nights,  which  are  always  clear 
and  bright ;  and  the  dew,  that  in 
moft  places  is  of  fo  pernicious  and 
dangerous  a  nature,  is  not  of  the 
leaft  ill  confequence  here  :  there  is 
rone  at  all  in  fummer,  and  in  the 
other  feafons  it  is  of  fuch  a  nature, 
that  if  the  brighteft  fcimltar  Ihould 
be  expofed  to  it  all  the  night,  it 
would  not  receive  the  leaft  ruft; 
a  circumftance  I  have  myfelf  expe- 
rienced. This  dryncfs  in  the  air 
caufes  their  buildings  to  laft  a  great 
while,  and  is  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  principal  reafons  that  the  cele- 
brated ruins  of  Perfepolis  have  en- 
dured for  fo  many  ages,  and  com- 
paratively fpeaking,  in  fo  perfeft  a 
ftate  ;  that  place  being  fituated  in 
much  fuch  another  valley  as  Shi- 
rauz,  and  but  twodays  journey  from 
thence.  The  nights  in  Perfia,  and 
tnore  particularly  in  the  fouthern 
parts  of  it,  are  moft  excellently 
adapted  for  the  fcicnce  of  aftronomy, 
being  of  extraordinary  brightnels, 
and  far  preferable  in  that  point  to 
what  1  have  obferved  in  any  coun- 
try in  which  it  has  been  my  fortune 
to  refide. 

In  attempting  to  fay  any  thing 
of  the  cliaratflcr  of  the  Perfians,  I 
am  fenfibls  of  the  dilliculty  of  the 
undertaking,  from  my  being  fo 
fliort  a  time  amongft  them.  y\n 
acquaintance  witli  the  real  charadler 
of  a  people,  is  only  capable  of  being 
attained  by  a  very  long  refidence  ; 


yet  as,  during  my  (lay  in  Per/ia, 
from  the  fituation  I  was  placed  in, 
by  living  in  a  native  family,  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  more  of 
the  nature  and  difpofition  of  the 
middling  fort  of  people,  and  their 
manners  and  cuftoms,  than  perhaps 
ha--  fallen  to  the  lot  of  moft  tra- 
vellers, I  am  induced  to  give  the 
few  obfervations  I  made  during 
that  period.  The  Perfians,  with 
refpedt  to  outward  behaviour,  are 
certainly  the  Parifians  of  the  Eaft. 
Whilft  a  rude  and  infolent  de- 
meanour peculiarly  marks  the  cha- 
ra(fler  of  the  Turkifti  nation  to- 
wards foreigners  and  Chriftians, 
the  behaviour  of  the  Perfians  would, 
on  the  contrary,  do  honour  to  the 
moft  civilized  nations  :  they  are 
kind,  courteou5,  civil  and  obliging 
to  all  ftrangers,  without  being 
guided  by  thole  religious  prejudices 
lo  very  prevalent  in  every  other 
Mahomedan  nation  ;  they  are  fond 
of  enquiring  after  the  manners  an<d 
cuftoms  of  Europe;  and,  in  return, 
very  readily  aftbrd  any  inform atioa 
in  rel'peft  to  their  own  country. 
The  praftice  of  hofpitality  is  with 
them  lo  grand  a  point,  that  a  man 
thinks  himfelf  highly  honoured,  if 
you  will  enter  his  houfe  and  par- 
take of  what  the  family  affords ; 
whereas,  going  out  of  a  houfe,  with- 
out fmoking  a  Calean,  or  taking 
any  other  refreftiment,  is  deemed,  in 
Perfia,  a  high  aft^ront ;  they  fay  tliat 
every  meal  a  ftranger  partakes  with 
them,  brings  a  blefting  upon  the 
houfe:  to  account  for  this,  we  mull 
underftand  it  as  a  pledge  of  faith 
and  protedion,  when  we  confidcr 
that  the  continual  wars  in.  which 
this  country  has  been  involved, 
with  very  little  cefllition,  fince  the 
extin£lion  of  the  Sefi  family,  have 
[•really  tended  to  an  univerfal  de- 
pravity 
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pravity  of  difpoiidon,  and  a  perpe- 
tual inclination  to  ads  of  holHIity. 
T.'iis  has  lelTened  that  fcfcnefs  and 
urbaaity  of  manners  for  which  this 
nation  has  been  at  all  former  times 
i'o  famous ;  and  has  at  the  fame  time 
too  much  extinguifhed  all  fentinients 
of  honour  and  humanity  amongft 
thofe  of  higher  rank. 

The  Perfians,  in  their  converfa- 
tion,  aim  much  at  elegance,  and  are 
perpetually  repeating  verfes  and 
pailages  from  the  works  of  their 
moll  favourite  poets,  Hafiz,  Sadi, 
and  Jami ;  a  pradice  univerfally 
prevalent,  from  the  higheil  to  the 
lowert ;  becaufe  thofe  who  have 
not  the  advantages  of  reading  and 
w;  iting,  or  the  other  benefits  arifing 
from  education,  by  the  help  of  their 
memories,  which  are  very  retentive, 
and  wiiat  they  learn  by  heart,  are 
always  ready  to  bear  their  part  in 
converfation.  They  alfo  delight 
much  in  jokes  and  quaint  expref- 
fions,  and  are  fond  of  playing  upon 
each  other;  which  they  fometimes 
do  with  great  elegance  and  irony. 
There  is  one  thing  much  to  be  ad- 
mired in  their  converfations,  which 
is  the  ftrid  attention  they  always 
pay  to  the  perfon  fpeaking,  whom 
they  never  interrupt  on  any  ac- 
count. They  are  in  general  ?.  per- 
fonahle,  and  in  many  refpeds  a 
handfome  people ;  their  complex- 
ions, faving  thofe  who  are  expcffcd 
to  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather, 
areas  fair  as  Europeans. 

The  women  at  Shirauz  ^ave  at 
all  times  been  celebrated  over  thofe 
of  other  parts  of  Perfia  for  their 
beauty,  and  not  without  reafon.  Of 
thofe  whom  I  had  the  fortune  to 
fee  during  m.y  relidence,  and  who 
were  moilly  relations  and  friends 
of  the  family  I  lived  in,  many 
were  tall  and  well- ihaped  J  but  their 


bright  and  fparkling  eyes  was  a 
very  ftriking  beauty  :  this,  how- 
ever, is  in  a  great  meafure  owing 
to  art,  as  they  rub  their  eye-brows 
and  eye-lids  with  the  black  powder 
of  antimony  (called  furma)  which 
adds  an  incomparable  brilliancy  to 
their  natural  luflre.  The  large 
black  eye  is  in  moft  eftimation 
among  the  Perfians,  and  this  is  the 
moft  common  at  Shirauz.  The 
\vomen,  as  in  all  Mahomedan  coun- 
tries, are,  down  to  the  meaneft,  co- 
vered with  a  veil  from  head  to  foot, 
fo  that  a  fight  is  never  to  be  ob- 
tained of  them  in  the  ftreet.  After 
marriage,  they  are  fubjed  to  the 
ftrideft  confinement.  The  hufband. 
thinks  himfclf  affronted  even  by 
the  inquiry  of  a  friend  after  the 
health  of  his  wife.  Calling  her  by 
name,  is  jiever  allowed  of;  the 
mode  of  addrefs  muft  be,  "  May 
"  the  mother  of  fuch  a  fon,  or  fijch 
"  a  daughter,  be  happy;  I  hope 
"  fhe  is  in  health."  x'\nd  none, 
except  thofe  of  the  neareft  kin,  as 
a  brother,  or  uncle,  are  ever  allowed 
to  fee  the  females  of  the  family 
mweiled. 


Extras sfro77i  Obfewations  in  a  Jour- 
ney through  Italy,  by  Mrs.  Piozzi. 

Turin,  Oft.  17,  1784. 

WE  have  at  length  pafTed  the 
Alps,  and  are  fafely  arrived 
at  this  lovely  little  city,  whence  1 
look  back  on  the  majeftic  boundaries 
of  Italy,  with  amazement  at  his 
courage  who  firft  profaned  them; 
furely  the  immediate  fenfation  con- 
veyed to  the  m'.nd  by  the  fight  of 
fuch  tremendous  appearances  muft 
be  in  every  traveller  the  fame,  a 
fenfation  of  fulnefs  never  experi- 
enced before,  a  fatisfadion  that 
there  is  fomething  great  to  be  ittxi 
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on  earth— T-fome  objeft  capable  of 
contenting  even  fancy.  Who  he 
was  who  rirllof  all  people  pervaded 
thefe  fortifications,  raiied  by  nature 
for  the  defence  of  her  European 
Paradife,  is  not  afcertained ;  but 
the  great  Duke  of  Savoy  has  wifely 
left  his  name  engraved  on  a  monu- 
ment upjn  the  finl  confiderable 
aiccr;t  from  Pont  Bonvoiim,  as 
being  author  of  a  beauiiful  road 
cut  through  the  folid  Hone  for  a 
great  length  of  way,  and  having 
by  this  means  encouraged  others  to 
aifill  in  facilitating  a  p.Jlage  fo  truly 
defirabie,  till  one  of  the  great  won- 
ders now  to  be  obierved  among  the 
Alps,  is  the  eafe  with  which  even  a 
delicate  traveller  may  crofs  them. 
In  thefe  prolpedls,  colouring  is  car- 
ried to  its  utmoil  point  of  perfedftion, 
particularly  at  the  time  1  found  it, 
variegated  with  golden  touciies  of 
autumnal  tints ;  immenfe  caicades 
mean  time  burning  from  naked 
mountains  on  the  one  fide  ;  culti 
vated  fields,  rich  with  vineyards, 
on  the  other,  and  tufted  with  ele- 
gant fhnibs  that  invite  one  to  pluck 
and  carry  them  away  to  wliere  they 
would  be  treated  with  much  more 
refpefl.  Little  towns  iHcking  in 
the  clefts,  where  one  would  imagine 
it  was  impollible  to  clamber  ;  light 
clouds  often  failing  under  the  feet  of 
the  high-perched  inhabitants,  while 
the  found  of  a  deep  and  rapid  though 
narrow  river,  diihing  with  violence 
among  the  infolently  impeding  rocks 
at  the  bottom,  and  bells  in  thick- 
ly-fcattered  fpires  calling  the  quiet 
Savoyards  to  church  upon  the  ileep 
fides  of  every  hill — fill  one's  mind 
with  fuch  mutable,  fuch  various 
ideas,  as  no  other  place  can  ever 
poflibly  aftbrd. 

I  had   the  fatisfafbion  of  feeing 
a  chamois  at  a  dillance,  and  fpok- 


with  a  fellow  who  had  killed  five 
hungry  bears  that  made  depredation 
on  his  pattures :  we  lOO^ed  on  him 
with  reverence  as  a  moniter-tamer 
of  antiquity,  Hercules  or  Cadmus; 
he  had  the;  f/un  of  a  beait  wrapt 
round  nis  rrudale,  w..icli  confirmed 
the  fancy — but  our  iervanu,  who 
borrowed  from  no  fi£'titi(;us  records 
the  few  ideas  that  adorned  their 
talk,  told  U3  he  reminded  /hem  of 
yoh/i  the  Baptijl.  I  had  fcarce  re- 
covered the  fhock  of  this  too  fub- 
lime  comparifon,  when  we  ap- 
proached his  cottage,  and  found 
the  felons  nailed  againft  the  wall, 
like  foxes  heads  or  fpread  kites  in 
England.  Here  are  many  goats, 
but  nciUier  white  nor  large,  like 
thofe  which  browze  upon  the  fteeps 
of  Snowdon,  or  clamber  among  the 
clifl-'s  of  Piinliinmon. 

Going  down  the  Italian  fide  of 
the  Alps  is,  after  all,  an  aftonifhing 
journey  ;  and  affords  the  moft  mag- 
nificent fcenery  in  nature,  which 
varying  at  every  itcp,  gives  new 
impreiiion  to  the  mind  eaca  moment 
of  one's  paflagc;  while  the  portion 
of  terror  cxciied  either  by  real  or 
fancied  dangers  on  the  way,  is  juft 
fuiiicient  to  mingle  with  the  pleafure, 
and  make  one  feel  the  full  cHeft  of 
fublimity.  To  the  chairmen  who 
carry  one  though,  nothing  can  be 
new;  it  is  obfervable  that  the  glo- 
ries of  thefe  pbjefts  have  never  fad- 
ed— I  heard  them  fpeak  to  each  other 
of  their  beauties,  and  the  change  of 
light  fince  they  had  pafied  by  lull 
time,  while  a  fellow  who  fpokc  Eng- 
liih  as  well  as  a  native  told  us,  tiiat 
having  lived  in  a  gentleman's  fervice 
twenty  years  between  London  and 
Dublin,  he  at  length  begged  his  dif- 
charge,chufing  to  retire  and  hnilh  his 
daysapeafant  upon  thefe  mountains, 
where  he  firll  opened  his  eyes  upon 
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fcenes  tJiat  made  all  other  views  of 
nature  infipid  to  his  tatle. 

This  charming  town  is  ihe/a/cn 
of  Italy  ;  but  it  is  a  finely  propor- 
tioned  and  well-ornamented  /alon, 
happily  conflruded   to  call  in   the 
frefh  air  at  the  end  of  every  ftreet, 
through  which   a   rapid  flream    is 
direded,  that  oi/g^i  to  carry  off  all 
nuifances,  which  here  have  no  apo-< 
logy  from  want  of  any  convenience 
purchafablc  by  money  ;    and  whicli 
muil  for  that  rcafon  be  the  choice 
of  inhabitants,  who  would  perhaps 
be  too  happy,    had  they  a  natural 
tafle  for  that  neatnefs  which  might 
here  be  enjoyed  in  its  purity.     The 
arches  formed  to  defend  p.i.Tengers 
from  the  rain  and  fun,  which  here 
might  have  even  ferious  effedts  from 
their  violence,  deferve  muchpraife; 
while  their  archiledlure,  uniting  our 
ideas  of  comfort  and    beauty   to- 
gether, form  a  traveller's  tafte,  and 
teach  him  to  admire  that  perfeflion, 
of  which  a  miniature  may  certain- 
ly be  found  at  Turin,  when  once  a 
police  fhall  be  eilablifhed  there  to 
prevent  fuch  places  being  ufed  for 
the  very  grofleft  purpofes,  and  pol- 
luted  with   fmells   that   poifou  all 
one's  pleafure. 

MILAN. 

The  phrafe  of  miftrefs  is  here 
not  confined  to  fervants  at  all ;  gen- 
tlemen, when  they  addrefs  one, 
cry,  mia  padrona* ,  mighty  fweetly, 
and  in  a  peculiarly  pleafing  tone. 
Nothing,  to  fpeak  truth,  can  ex- 
ceed the  agreeablenefs  of  a  well- 
bred  Italian's  addrefs  when  fpeak- 
ing  to  a  lady,  whom  they  alone 
know  how  to  flatter,  fo  as  to  retain 
her  dignity,  and  not  lofe  their  own: 
refpedlful,  yet  tender;  attentive, 
not  ofncious;    the  potitencfb  of  a 

♦  My  raifticfs. 


man  of  fiifhion  here  is  true  politenefs ; 
free  from  all  afFeftation,    and  ho- 
nellly  expreifive  of  what  he  really 
feels,   a  true  value  for  the  perfon 
fpoken  to,  without  the  fmalleft  de- 
fire   of    fhining     himfelf;     equally 
removed     from    foppery    on    one 
fide,  or  indifference  on  the   other. 
The  manners  of  the  men  here  are 
certainly  pleafing  to  a  very  eminent 
degree,    and  in  their  converfation 
there  is  a  mixture,  not  unfrequent 
too,    of  claffical   allufions,    which 
ftrike    one  with  a   fort  of  literary 
pleafure   I  cannot   eafily   defcribe. 
Yet  is  there  no  pedantry  in  their 
ufe  of  exprefhons,    which  with  us 
would  be  laughable  or  liable  to  cen- 
fure :    but  Roman  notions  here,  are 
not   quite   extinft ;    and   even   the 
houfe-maid,    or    donna    di  gros,    as 
they  call  her,    fwears  by  Diana  fo 
comically,  there  is  no  telling.  They 
chriften    their    boys    Fabius,    their 
daughters  Claudia,  very  commonly. 
When  they  mention  a  thing  known, 
as  we  fay,  to  Tom  o'StjIes  and  "John 
o^Nokes,    they  ufe   the  words  I'izio 
and  Semprcnio.      A  lady*  tells    me, 
fhe  was  at  a  lofs  about  the  dance 
yefterday  evening,  becaufe  flie  had 
not  been  inftrudled  in  the  program- 
via\    and  a  gentleman,    talking  of 
the  pleafures    he    enjoyed    fupping 
lafl  night  at  a  friend's  houfe,    ex- 
claims,   Ernmo  pur  jeri  /era  in  Ap- 
poUine  *  /  alluding  to  Lucullus's  en- 
tertainment given  to  Pompey  and 
Cicero,     as    I    remember,    in   the 
chamber  of  Apollo.      But  here  is 
enough  of  this — more  of  it,  in  tlieir 
own    pretty   phrafe,  feccarebbe  pur 
JSettunno  f . 

We  have  all  heard  much  of  Italian 

*  We  pafTed  yefter  evening  as  if  vw-e 
had  been  in  the  Apollo. 

t  Would  dry  up  old  Neptune  hmi- 
felf. 

eicifheifm  j 
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cicifbeifm;  I  had  a  mind  to  know 
how  matters  really  flood;  and  took 
the  nearell  way  to  information  by 
afking  a  mighty  beautiful  and  ap- 
parently artlefs  young  creature,  not 
nobk,  how  that  affair  was  managed, 
for  there  is  no  harm  done  I  am  fare, 
faid  I  :  "  Why  no,"  replied  ilie, 
"  no  great  barm  to  be  fure:  ex- 
"  cept  wearifome  attentions  from  a 
"  man  one  cares  little  about :  for 
*'  my  own  part,"  continued  ihe,  "  I 
«  detefl:  the  cuftom,  as  I  happen  to 
"  love  my  hulband  exceflively,  and 
"  defire  nobody's  company  in  the 
*'  world  but  his.  We  are  not  peo- 
"  pie  of  fajhion  though  you  know, 
"  Hor  at  ail  rich ;  fo  how  Ihould  we 
"  fet  fa(hions  for  our  betters  ?  They 
*'  would  only  fay,  fee  how  jealous 
*'  he  is !  if  Mr.  Such-a-cm  fat  much 
"  with  me  at  home,  or  went  with 
"*'  me  to  the  Corfo ;  and  I  muji  go 
"  with  Tome  gentleman  you  know  : 
"  and  the  men  are  fuch  ungenerous 
"  creatures,  and  have  fuch  ways 
"  with  them  :  I  want  money  often, 
"  and  this  caiiaUere  Jer~je7ite  pays 
"  the  bills,  and  fo  the  connection 
*'  draws  clofer — that's  all."  And 
your  hultand  !  faid  I — "  Oh,  why 
"  he  likes  to  fee  me  well-drefTcd; 
"  he  is  very  good-natured,  and 
"  very  charming  ;  I  love  him  to  my 
"  heart."  And  your  confeiTor  ! 
cried  I. — "  Oh,  why  he  is  nfed  to 
"  it." — in  the  Milanefe  dialed — e 
aJJ'uefaa. 

VENICE. 

General  knowledge,  it  muft  be 
confeHed  (meaning  that  general 
flock  that  every  one  recurs  to  for 
the  common  intcrcourfe  cf  convcr- 
fation),  will  be  found  more  fre- 
quently in  France,  than  even  in 
England;  wh-re,  though  all  cul- 
tivate the  arts  of  table  eloquence 
and   aiTembly-room  rhetoric,    few. 


from  mere  fliynefs,  venture  to  gather 
in  the  profits  of  their  plentiful  har- 
veft;  but  rather  cloud  their  coun- 
tenances with  mock  importance, 
while  their  hearts  feel  no  hope  beat 
higher  in  them,  than,  the  humble 
one  of  efcaping  without  being  ri- 
diculed ;  or  than  in  Italy,  where 
nobody  dreams  of  cultivating  con- 
verfatlon  at  all  —  as  an  art ;  or 
fludies  for  any  other  than  the  na- 
tural reafon,  of  informing  or  di- 
verting themfclves,  without  the 
mofl  diiiant  idea  of  gaining  admi- 
ration, or  Ihining  in  company,  by 
the  quantity  of  fcience  they  have 
accumulated _  in  folitude.  Here  no 
man  lies  awake  in  the  night  for 
vexation  that  he  miiTed  recollefling 
the  lafl  line  of  a  Latin  epigram  till 
the  moment  of  application  was  lofl; 
nor  any  lady  changes  colour  with 
trepidation  at  the  feverity  vifible  in 
her  Imtband's  countenance  when  the 
chickens  are  over-roafted,  or  the 
ice-creams  melt  with  the  room's  ex- 
ceflive  heat. 

Among  the  noble  Senators  of 
\'  enice,  meantime,  many  good  fcho- 
lars,  many  Belles  Lettres  conver- 
fers,  and  what  is  more  valuable, 
many  thinking  men,  maybe  found, 
and  found  hourly,  who  employ 
their  powers  wholly  in  care  for  the 
ftate;  and  make  their  pleafure,  like 
true  patriots,  out  of  her  felicity. 
The  ladies  indeed  appear  to  fludy 
but  on:  fcience; 

AnJ  uliere  the  Ii-fTon  taught 

Is  but  to  plcile,  can  pleal'ure  feem  a  fault.* 

Like  all  fenfualifls,  however,  they 
fail  of  the  end  propofed,  from  hurry 
to  obtain  it ;  and  confume  thofe 
ch.irms  which  alone  can  procure 
them  continuance  or  change:  of  ad- 
mirers; they  injure  their  health  too 
irreparablv,   and  that  in  their  e.\r- 
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lielt  youth ;  for  few  remain  unmar- 
ried ;ill  fifteen,  and  at  thirty  have 
a  wan  and  faded  look.  On  ne  goute 
fas  jh  plaiftis  icy,  on  les  auaJe*^ 
faid  Madame  la  Prefidcnte  yefter- 
day,  very  judicioufly ;  yet  it  is 
only  ^fpeaking  popularly  that  one 
can  be  fuppofed  to  mean,  what 
however  no  one  much  refufes  to  af- 
fert,  that  the  Venetian  ladies  are 
amoroudy  inclined :  the  truth  is, 
no  check  being  put  upon  inclina- 
tion, each  ads  according  to  imme- 
diate impuhe  ;  and  there  are  irore 
devotees,  perhaps,  aiid  more  doat- 
ing  mothers  at  Venice  than  any 
vhcre  eifa,  for  the  fame  reafon  as 
there  are  more  fcm-iles  who  pradlife 
gallantry,  only  becaufe  there  are 
more  women  there  who  do  their  o-xvn 
Hvay,  and  fellow  unreilrained  where 
paffion,  appetite,  or  irriagi nation 
lead  them. 

To  try  Venetian  dames  by  Eng- 
lifli  rules,  would  be  worfe  than  all 
the  ty;anny  complained  of  when 
fome  Eail:  Indian  was  condemned 
upon  the  Coventry  aft  for  ilitting 
his  wife's  nofc  ;  a  common  prafticc 
in  hts  country,  and  perfeftiy  agree- 
able to  cuftom  and  the  vjage  du pays. 
Here  is  no  ftruggle  for  female  edu- 
cation as  with  us,  no  refources  in 
lludy,  no  duties  of  family-manage- 
ment ;  no  bill  of  fare  to  be  looked 
over  in  the  morning,  no  account- 
book  to  be  fettled  at  noon ;  no  ne- 
ceffity  of  reading,  to  fupply  with- 
out difgrace  the  evening's  chat  ^  no 
laughing  at  the  card- table,  or  tit- 
tering in  the  corner  if  a  lap/us  lin- 
gua has  produced  a  miftake,  which 
malice  never  fails  to  record.  A 
lady  in  Italy  is  fure  of  applaufe,  fo 
Ihe  takes  little  pains  to  obtain  it. 

*  Th"v  do  not  tafte  their  pleafures 
here,  they  Iwailow  them  whole. 


A  Venetian  lady  has  in  particular 
fo  fweet  a  manner  naturally,  that 
fhe  really  charms  without  any  fet- 
tled intent  to  do  fo,  merely  from 
that  irrcfillibl-  good-humour  and 
melliHuoub.  tone  of  voice  which  feize 
the  foul,  and  detain  it  in  deipite  of 
Juno-like  majeily,  or  Minerva-like 
wit.  Nor  ever  was  there  prince  or 
fliephcrd,  Paris  I  think  was  both, 
who  would  not  have  bellowed  his 
apple  here. 

Mean  while  my  countryman 
Howel  laments  that  the  women  at 
Venice  are  fo  little.  But  why  fo? 
the  diminutive  progeny  of  Vulcan, 
the  Cabirs,  myllerioufly  adored  of 
old,  were  of  a  fize  below  that  of 
the  leail:  living  woman,  if  we  be- 
lieve Herodotus ;  and  they  were 
vvorfliipped  with  more  conilant  as 
well  as  more  fervent  devotion,  than 
the  fymmetrical  goddefs  of  Beauty 
herfclf 

A  cuftom  which  prevails  here, 
of  wearing  little  or  no  rouge,  and 
increafmg  the  native  palenefs  of 
their  (kins,  by  fcarce  lightly  wiping 
the  very  white  powder  from  their 
faces,  is  a  method  no  Frenchwoman 
of  quality  would  like  to  adopt ;  yet 
furely  the  Venetians  are  not  behind- 
hand in  the  art  of  gaining  admi- 
rers; and  they  do  not,  like  their 
painters,  depend  upon  colouring  to 
enfure  it. 

The  longevity  of  this  incompa- 
rable commonwealth  is  a  certain 
proof  of  its  temperance,  exercife, 
and  cheerfulnefs,  the  great  prefer- 
vatives  in  every  body,  politic  as  well 
as  natural.  .  Nor  fliould  the  love  of 
peace  be  left  out  of  her  eulogium, 
who  has  fo  often  recc  ciled  contend- 
ing princes,  that  Thuanus  gave  her, 
fome  centuries  ago,  due  praife  for 
her  pacific  diipohtion,  fo  necefiary 
to  the  health  of  a  commercial  ftate, 
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and  called  her  city  civilis  prudently 
ojficitia. 

Another  reafon  may  be  found  for 
the  long-continued  profperity  of 
Venice,  in  her  conllant  adherence 
to  a  precept,  the  negledt  of  which 
muft  at  length  fhake,  or  rather 
loofen  the  foundations  of  every 
ftate  ;  for  it  is  a  maxim  here,  hand- 
ed down  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration, that  change  breeds  more 
mifchief  from  its  novelty,  than  ad- 
vantage from  its  utility  : — quoting 
the  axiom  in  Latin,  it  runs  thus : 
Jp/a  mutatio  confuetudinis  magis  per- 
tiirbat  7io-~citate,  qiiam  adjwvat  utili- 
tate.  And  when  Henry  the  Fourth, 
of  France  folicited  the  abrogation 
of  one  of  the  Senate's  decrees,  her 
ambaflador  replied.  That  li  decrcti 
di  Vcnezia  rajjojnigli  ai-ano  poco  i 
Gridi  di  Parigi  *,  meaning  the  de- 
claratory publications  of  the  Grand 
Monarque,  —  proclaimed  to  -  day, 
perhaps,  repealed  to-morrow — "  for 
Sire,"  added  he,  "  our  fenate  deli- 
berates long  before  it  decrees,  but 
what  is  once  decreed  there  is  feldom 
or  ever  recalled." 

The  patriotifm  inherent  in  the 
breads  of  individuals  makes  another 
ftrong  caufe  of  this  Rate's  exemp- 
tion from  decay :  they  fay  them-  ■ 
felves,  that  the  foul  of  old  Rome 
has  tranfmigrated  to  Venice,  and 
that  every  galley  which  goes  into 
adlion  confiders  itfelf  as  charged 
with  the  fate  of  the  commonwealth. 
Duke  et  decorum  efi  pro  patria  mori,  ' 
feems  a  fentence  grown  obfolete  in 
other  Italian  Hates,  but  \s  ftill  in 
full  force  here ;  and  I  doubt  not 
but  the  high-born  and  high-fouled 
ladies  of  this  day,  would  willinglv, 
as  did  their  generous  ancellors  in 

*  The  {lecrees  of  Venice   little  re- 
femble  ihe  ediifs  of  Paris. 


i6co,  part  with  their  rings,  brace- 
lets, every  ornament,  to  make  ropes 
for  thofe  (hips  which  defend  their 
dearer  country. 

Moil  of  the  fecond  rank,  and  f 
believe  all  of  the  flrll  rank  among 
them,  have  fome  fliare  in  govern- 
ing the  reft;  it  is  therefo.e  necef- 
fary  to  exclude  ignorance,  and  na- 
tural to  er.courage  fecial  plcafures. 
Each  individual  feels  his  own  im- 
portance, and  icorns  to  ccrtribute 
to  the  degradation  of  the  whole, 
by  indulging  a  grofs  depravity  of 
manners,  or  at  leaft  of  prirxiples. 
Every  perfon  lifted  one  degree 
from  the  loweft,  finds  it  his  inte- 
rell  as  well  as  duty  to  love  his 
country,  and  lend  his  little  fup- 
port  to  the  general  fabric  of  a  ftare 
they  all  know  how  to  reipe£t; 
while  the  very  vulgar  willingly 
perform  the  condition  exafted,  and 
punftually  pay  obedience  for  pro- 
teftion.  They  have  an  unlimited 
confidence  in  their  rulers,  who  live 
amongft  them  ;  and  can  defne  only 
their  utmoft  good.  Ho-uj  they  are 
governed,  comes  feldom  into  their 
heads  to  enquire  ;  «  Che  7ie  pen/a 
111  *,"  fays  a  low  Venetian,  if  you 
a/k  him,  and  humoroufly  points  at 
a  ClarifTimo  palling  bv  while  you 
talk.  They  have  indeed  all  the 
reafon  to  be  certain,  that  where 
the  power  is  divided  among  fuch 
numbers,  one  will  be  furc  to  coun- 
teract; another  if  mii'chief  towards 
the  whole  be  intended. 

ROME. 

This  is  the  firil  town  in  Italy  I 
have  arrived  at  yet,  where  the  ladies 
fiiriy  drive  up  and  down  a  long 
llrect,  by  way  of  fliewing  their 
drefs,  equipages,  kc.  without  even 


*  Let  kirn  leok  to  tliat. 


a  pre- 
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a  pretence  of  taking  frefh  air.  At 
Turin,  the  view  from  the  place 
delUned  to  this  amufement,  would 
tempt  one  out  merely  for  its  own 
lake;  and  at  Milan  they  drive  along 
a  planted  walk,  at  leail  a  ftone's 
throw  beyond  the  gates.  Bologna 
calls  its  ferious  inhabitants  to  a 
little  rifmg  ground,  whence  the 
profpeft  is  luxuriantly  verdant  and 
iiniling.  The  Lucca  ballions  are 
beyond  all  in  a  peculiar  ftyle  of 
miniature  beauty ;  and  even  the 
Florentines,  though  lazy  enough, 
creep  out  to  Porto  St.  Gallo.  But 
here  at  Roma  la  Santa,  the  ftreet 
5s  all  our  Corfo  ;  a  fine  one  doubt- 
lefs,  and  called  the  8trada  del  Po- 
folo,  with  infinite  propriety,  for  ex- 
cept in  that  ftrada,  there  is  little 
populoufnefs  enough,  God  knows. 
Twelve  men  to  a  woman  even  there, 
and  as  many  ecclefiaftics  to  a  lay- 
man :  all  this  however  is  fair,  when 
celibacy  is  once  enjoined  as  a  duty 
in  one  profeffion,  encouraged  as  a 
virtue  in  alL 

Ju  1-eJlc,  as  the  French  fay,  we 
mull  not  be  too  fure  that  all  who 
drefs  like  Abates  are  fuch.  Many 
gentlemen  wear  black  as  the  court 
garb;  many  becaufe  it  is  notcoftly, 
and  many  for  reafons  of  mere  con- 
venience anddiflike  of  change. 

I  fee  not  here  the  attraftive 
beauty  which  caught  my  eye  at 
Venice ;  but  the  women  at  Rome 
have  a  moft  Juno-like  carriage, 
and  fill  up  one's  idea  of  Livia  and 
Agrippina  well  enough.  The  men 
have  rounder  faces  than  one  fees  in 
other  towns  I  think  ;  bright,  black, 
and  fomewhat  prominent  eyes,  with 
tlie  finefl  teeth  in  Europe.     A  llory 


told  me  this  morning,  ftruck  my 
fancy  much ;  of  an  herb-woman, 
who  kept  a  ftall  here  in  the  market, 
and  who,  when  the  people  ran  out 
flocking  to  fee  the  queen  of  Naples 
as  fhc  palled,  began  exclaiming  to 
her  neighbours — "  ^h,  po-vera  Ro- 
7na  !  tempo  fa  quando  pafsb  qui  pri- 
gio?iicia  la  rcgbia  Xenobia  ;  altra  cofa 
arnica,  robba  tuita  di-verja  di  quejla 
reginuccia  *  !  " 

St.  Peter's  church  is  incontef- 
tably  the  firft  objeft  in  this  city,  fo 
crowded  with  fmgle  figures :  that 
this  church  fliould  be  built  in  the 
form  of  a  Latin  crofs  inftead  of  a 
Greek  one  may  be  wrong  for  aught 
I  know ;  that  columns  would  have 
done  better  than  piers  infide,  I  do 
not  think ;  but  that  whatever  has 
been  done  by  man  might  ha\'e  been 
done  better,  if  that  is  all  tlie  critics 
want,  I  readily  allow.  This  church 
is,  after  all  their  objeftions,  nearer 
to  perfeft  than  any  other  building 
in  the  world;  and  when  Michael 
Angelo,  looking  at  the  Pantheon, 
faid,  "  Is  this  the  beft  our  vaunted 
anceftors  could  do  ?  if  fo,  I  will 
lliew  the  advancement  of  the  art, 
in  fufpending  a  dome  of  equal  lize 
to  this  up  in  the  air."  He  made  a 
glorious  boaft,  and  was  perhaps  the 
only  perfon  everexifting  who  could 
have  performed  his  promife. 

The  figures  of  angels,  or  rather 
cherubims,  eight  feet  high,  which 
fupport  the  vafes  holding  holy  wa- 
ter, as  they  are  made  after  the  form 
of  babies,  do  perfeflly  and  clofely 
reprefent  infants  of  eighteen  or 
twenty  months  old ;  nor  till  one 
comes  quite  clofe  to  them  indeed, 
is  it  poffible  to  difcern   that  they 


•  "  Ab,  poor  degraded  Rome  !  time  wss,  my  dear,  when  the  great  Zenobia 
paired  through  thefe  ftreets  in  chains  j  anethergy^s  figure  from  this  iitde 
Queeney,  ingood  time  r' 
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are  colofTal.  This  is  brought  by 
fome  as  a  proof  of  the  exacl;  pro- 
portions kept,  and  of  the  prodi- 
gious fpace  occupied,  by  the  area 
of  this  immenfe  editice  ;  and  urged 
by  others,  as  a  peculiarity  of  the 
human  body  to  deceive  fo  at  a  dif- 
tance,  moft  uniuftly :  for  one  is 
furprifed  exadlly  in  the  fame  man- 
ner by  the  doves  which  ornament 
the  church  in  various  parts  of  it. 
They  llkewile  appear  of  tlie  natural 
fize,  and  completely  within  one's 
reach  upon  entering  the  door,  but 
foon  as  approached,  recede  to  a 
confiderable  height,  and  prove  their 
magnitude  nicely  proportioned  to 
that  of  the  angels  and  other  deco- 
rations. 

The  canopied  altar,  and  its  ap- 
purtenances, are  likewife  all  col- 
loflal,  I  think,  when  they  tell  me  of 
four  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  weight  of  bronze  brought 
from  the  Pantheon,  and  ufed  to 
form  the  wreathed  pillars  which 
fupport,  and  the  torfes  that  adorn 
it.  Yet  airy  lightnefs  and  exqui- 
fite  elegance  are  the  charaderiftics 
of  the  fabric,  not  gloomy  grcat- 
nefs,  or  heavy  folidity.  How  im- 
menfe then  muft  be  the  fpace  it 
ftands  on  !  four  hundred  and  fixty- 
feven  of  my  fteps  carried  me  from 
the  door  to  the  end.  Warwick 
caftle  would  be  contained  in  its 
middle  a'ljle.  Here  are  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  filver  lamps,  each 
larger  than  I  could  lift,  conflantly 
burning  round  the  altar;  and  one 
never  fees  either  them,  or  the 
light  they  difpenfe,  till  forced  upon 
the  obfervation  of  them,  fo  com- 
pletely are  they  loft  in  the  general 
grandeur  of  the  whole.  In  ftiort, 
with  a  profufion  of  wealth  that 
aftonifhes,   and   of  fplendour  that 
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dazzles,  as  foon  as  you  enter  on 
an  examination  of  its  fecondary 
parts,  every  man's  firji  imprelTion 
at  entering  St.  Peter's  church, 
muft  be  furprife  at  feeing  it  fo  clear 
of  fuperfluous  ornament.  Getting 
on  the  top  of  this  ftupendous  edi- 
fice, is  however  the  readieft  way 
to  fill  one's  mind  with  a  deferving 
notion  of  its  extent,  capacity,  and 
beauty;  nor  is  any  operation  eafier, 
fo  happily  contrived  is  the  afcent. 
Contrivance  here  is  an  ill-chofen 
word  too,  fo  luminous,  fo  convenient 
is  the  walk,  fo  fpacious  the  galle- 
ries befide,  that  all  idea  of  danger 
is  removed,  when  you  perceive  that 
even  round  the  undefended  cornice, 
our  king's  ftate  coach  might  be 
moft  fafely  driven. 

The  monuments,  although  in- 
comparable, fcarcely  obtain  a  (hare 
of  your  admiration  for  the  firft  ten 
times  of  your  furveying  the  place? 
Guglielmo  della  Porta's  famous 
figure,  fupporting  that  dedicated 
to  tiie  memory  of  Paul  the  Third, 
was  found  fo  happy  ^n  imitation 
of  female  beauty  by  fome  madman 
here  however,  that  it  is  faid  he  was 
infLimed  with  a  Pigmalion-like 
paflion  for  it,  of  which  the  Pontiff 
hearing,  commanded  the  ftatue  to 
be  draped.  The  fteps  at  almoft 
the  end  of  this  church  we  have  all 
heard  were  porphyry,  and  fo  they 
are;  how  many  hundred  feet  long 
I  have  now  forgotten : — no  matter ; 
what  I  have  not  forgotten  is,  that 
I  thought  as  I  looked  at  them— 
why  fo  they  Jhould  be  porphyry— 
and  that  was  all.  While  the  vafes 
and  cifterns  of  the  fame  beautiful 
fubftance  at  Villa  Borghefe  at- 
trafted  my  wonder;  and  Clement 
X.'s  urn,  at  St.  John  de  Lateran, 
appeared  to  me  an  urn  fitter  for 
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the  afhes  of  an  Egyptian  monarch, 
Buiiiis  or  Selolhis,  thr.n  for  a 
Chriilian  prieft  or  Ibvereign,  fince 
univerial  dominion  has  been  abo- 
lilhed.  Nothing,  however,  can  look 
ver)'  grand  in  St.  Peter's  chu:ch; 
and  though  I  faw  the  general  be- 
ijediiftion  given  (1  hope  partook 
it)  upon  Ealler  Day,  my  conihint 
imprelTion  was,  tliat  the  people 
were  below  the  place;  no  pomp, 
no  glare,  no  dove  and  glory  on  the 
chair  of  ftatc,  but  what  looked  too 
little  for  the  area  that  contained 
them.  Sublimity  dildains  \o  catch 
the  vulgar  eye,  (he  elevates  the 
icul ;  nor  can  long-drawn  procef- 
fions,  or  fplendid  ceremonies,  fufHce 
to  content  thofe  travellers  who  feek 
for  images  that  never  tarnifh,  and 
for  truths  that  never  can  decay. 
Pius  Sextus,  in  his  morning  dreis, 
paying  his  private  devotions  at  the 
altar,  without  any  pageantry,  and 
with  very  few  attendants,  llruck 
me  more  a  thoufand  and  a  thouiand 
times,  than  when,  arrayed  in  gold, 
in  colours,  and  diamonds,  he  was 
carried  to  the  front  of  a  balcony 
big  enough  to  have  contained  the 
conclave ;  and  there,  fhaded  by 
two  white  fans,  which  though  real- 
ly enormous,  looked  no  larger  than 
that  a  girl  carries  in  her  pocket, 
pronounced  words  which onaccount 
of  the  height  they  came  from  were 
difficult  to  hear. 

All  this  is  known  and  felt  by  the 
managers  of  thefe  theatrical  exhibi- 
tions fo  certainly,  that  they  judici- 
ouily  confiriC  great  part  or"  them  to 
the  Capella  Seftini,  whicli  being 
large  enough  to  imprefs  the  mind 
jvitJi  its  folemnity,  and  not  fpacious 
enough  for  the  prielts,  conguga- 
tion,  and  all,  to  be  loft  in  it,  is  well 
adapted  for  thofe  varioui  functions 
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that  really  make  Rome  a  fcene  of 
perpetual  gala  during  the  holy 
week ;  which  an  Englilh  friend 
here  proteiled  to  me  he  had  never 
fpent  wit!i  fo  liltle  devotion  in  his 
lite  before.  The  mijerere  has,  how- 
ever, a  ftrong  power  over  one's 
mind — the  abience  of  all  inflru- 
mental  mufic,  the  fteadincfs  of  fo 
many  human  voices,  the  gloom  of 
the  place,  the  pidure  of  Michaei 
Angelo's  lalt  judgment  covering  its 
walls,  united  with  the  mourning 
drefs  of  the  fpedators — is  altoge- 
ther calculated  with  great  ingenui- 
ty to  give  a  fudden  ftroke  to  the 
imagination,  and  kindle  that  tem- 
porary blaze  of  devotion  it  is  wifely 
enough  intended  to  excite. 


Account  of  a  Jingular  Cujlom  at  Me- 
telin,  ^vj'ith  fc7)ie  Ccnjedures  on  the 
Antiquity  of  its  Origin.  By  the 
Right  Honourahh  James  Earl  of 
Charlemont,  Prcfident  R.  I.  A, 
From  the  Tranfaciions  of  the  Royal 
Irilh  Acadetny,  1 7  89. 

T  Hough  the  extreme  beauty 
and  aiTienity  of  the  Grecian 
iflands,  efpecially  thofe  on  the  Afi- 
atic  fide  of  the  Egean  fea,  may 
render  it  difficult  to  make  a  choice 
among  them,  yet,  if  I  were  defired 
to  declare  a  preference,  I  fhould 
probably  iix  on  Metelin,  the  an- 
cient Lefbos.  —  This  enchanting 
ifland,  proud  of  the  birth  of  AI- 
casus  and  of  Sappho,  ftill  retains 
thofe  charms  which  gave  rife  and 
inl'piration  to  their  poetry;  and 
though  its  groves  no  more  refound 
with  their  facred  ftrains,  the  caufe 
that  infpired  them  llill  feems  to 
,  exift,  and  love  ilill  lingers  in  Hs 
favourite  retreat. — 

Splrat 
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SpJrat  adhuc  Amor 
Vivuntque  commifll  Cjlores 
y^oliae  Fidibus  Puella  ! 

Nature  here  reigns  triumphant, 
and  by  (hewing  what  (he  can  per- 
form alone  and  unaflifted,  teaches 
us  to  defpife  the  weak  efforts  of  her 
inadequate  mimick. — The  moun- 
tains, whofe  rugged  tops  exhibit  a 
pleafing  interfperfion  of  rocks  and 
of  pine  groves,  have  their  green 
fides,  for  many  miles  along  the 
coall,  covered  with  olives,  whofe 
lefs  agreeable  verdure  is  corredled, 
embeililhed,  and  brightened  by  a 
lively  mixture  of  bays  and  of  lau- 
rels afpiiing  to  the  height  of  foreft 
trees,  of  myrtles,  pomegranates,  and 
of  arbutes,  rich  at  once  in  blolfom 
and  in  berry,  of  mulberries  growing 
wild,  and  laden  with  fruit,  and  of 
every  other  tree 

Of  nobleft  kind  for  fight,  fmell,  tafte  ! 

While  the  luxuriant  vine,  climb- 
ing wild  and  unreftraiaed  even  to 
their  topmoft  branches,  adorns  and 
enriches  them  with  its  vivid  green, 
and  with  its  cluflcring  fruit.  — 
Winter  is  here  unknown. — The  cli- 
mate forbids  it. — The  verdure  is 
perpetual,  and  the  frequency  of 
evergreens  gives  to  D'.;cember  the 
colour  of  June. — The  parching  heat 
of  fummer  is  never  felt. — The  thick 
fliade  of  trees,  and  thoufands  of 
cryftal  fprings,  which  every  where 
arii'c,  and  form  thcmfclves  into  un- 
numbered rivulets,  joined  to  the 
refrefhing  fca  braeze,  the  conftant 
companion  and  corrctilive  of  noon- 
tide heat,  qualify  the  burning  air, 
and  render  tiie  year  a  never-ending 
May — 

■  Airs,  vernal  airs  ! 

Breachini;    the  Inieil    ef  fidii  anJ  grove, 
#ccun< 


The  tremSlin':  Iciver,  while  univerfal  Pan, 
Knit  with  the  Graces,  and  the  Hours  in 

dance, 
Leads  on  the  eternal  fpring!— 

No   wonder  then  if  ilie  inhabi- 
tants, the  better  to  enjoy  thefe  va- 
rious beauties,  (hould  conlh-ucl  their 
houfes    in    the   following    peculiar 
manner : — each   houfe   is  a  fquare 
tower  neatly  built  of  hev/n   ftone, 
fo  high  as  to  overtop  the  trees,  and 
to  command  a  view  of  the  fea  and 
neighbouring    illands. — The  lower 
llories    are    granaries    and    Ilore- 
hoiifes,    and    the   habitable   apart- 
ments are   all  at  the  top,  to  winch 
you   afcend  by  a  ftone  ftair,  built, 
for  the   moft  part,  on  the  outfide, 
and  furrounding  the  tower,  fo  that 
from  the  apartments  the  trees  are. 
overlooked,  and  the  whole  country 
is  feen,  while  the  habitations  them- 
felves,  which   are  very  numerous, 
peering  above  the  groves,  add  life 
and  variety  to  the  enchanting  pro- 
fpedi,  and  give  an  air   of  human 
population     to     thefe     woodlands, 
which  might  otherwife  be  fuppofcd 
the  region  of  Dryads,  of  Naiad-, 
and  cf  Satyrs. 

But  the  charms  of  tliis  delightful 
fpot  have  fo  far  tranfported  my 
imagination,  tliat  I  have  almcfl 
forgotten  the  fubjeft  of  which,  in 
this*  efiay,  I  meant  to  treat,  and 
which  is  no  other  than  a  remarka- 
ble and  fmgular  cuftom  of  this 
ifland,  peculiar,  I  believe,  to  itfelf, 
and,  as  far  as  I  know,  never  yet  de- 
tailed by  any  traveller. 

The  woiven  here  feem  to  have 
arrogated  to  themfelvcs  the  depart- 
ment and  privileges  of  the  men.— 
Contrary  to  the  ufage  of  all  other 
countries,  the  eldeil' daughter  here 
iiiherii5,  and  the  fons,  like  daugh- 
ters every  where  elf'e,  are  portioned 
off  with  imall  dowers,  or,  which  i? 
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ftill  worfe,  turned  out,  pennylefs,  to 
feek  their  fortune. — If  a  man  has 
two  daughters,  the  eldeft,  at  her 
marriage,  is  entitled  to  all  her  mo- 
ther's pofleffions,  which  are  by  far 
the  greater  part  of  the  family  eftate, 
as  the  mother,  keeping  up  her  pre- 
rogative, never  parts  with  the  power 
over  any  portion  of  what  fha  has 
brought  into  the  family,  until  iTic  is 
forced  into  it  by  the  marriage  of 
her  daughter,  and  the  father  alfo  is 
compelled  to  ruin  himfelf  by  add- 
ing whatever  he  may  have  fcraped 
together  by  his  induftry. — The  fe- 
cond  daughter  inherits  nothing,  and 
is  condemned  to  perpetual  celi- 
bacy.— She  is  ftyled  a  Calogria, 
which  fignifies  properly  a  religious 
woman  or  nun,  and  is  in  effeft  me- 
nial fervant  to  her  lifter,  being  em- 
ployed by  her  in  any  office  fhe  may 
think  fit  to  impofe,  frequently  ferv- 
ing  her  as  waiting  maid,  as  cook, 
and  often  in  employments  ftill  more 
degrading. — She  wears  a  habit  pe- 
culiar to  her  fituation,  which  fhe 
€an  never  change,  a  fort  of  mo- 
naftick  drefs,  coarfe,  and  of  dark 
brown.  One  advantage  however  flie 
enjoys  over  her  fifter,  that  whereas 
the  elder,  before  marriage,  is  never 
allowed  to  go  abroad,  or  to  fee  any 
man,  her  neareft  relations  only  ex- 
cepted, the  Calogria,  except  when 
employed  in  domeftick  toil,  is  in 
this  refpefl  at  perfeft  liberty. — But 
when  the  fifter  is  married,  the  fitu- 
ation of  the  poor  Calogria  becomes 
defperatd  Indeed,  and  is  rendered 
ftill  more  humiliating  by  tlie  com- 
parifon  between  her  condition  and 
that  of  her  happy  miftrefs.  The 
married  fifter  enjoys  every  fort  of 
liberty — the  wliole  family  fortune 


is  her's,  and  ftie  fpends  it  as  fhe 
pleafes — her  hufband  is  her  obfe- 
quious  fervant — her  father  and  mo- 
ther are  dependant  upon  her — fhe 
drefles  in  the  moft  magnificent 
manner,  covered  all  over,  according 
to  the  fafhion  of  the  ifland,  with 
pearls  and  with  pieces  of  gold, 
which  are  commonly  fequins  * ; 
thus  continually  carrying  about  her 
the  enviable  marks  of  affluence 
andfuperiority,  while  the  wretched 
Calogria  follows  her  as  a  fervant, 
arrayed  in  fimple  homefpun  brown, 
and  without  the  moft  diftant  hope 
of  ever  changing  her  condition. 
Such  a  difparity  may  feem  intole- 
rable, but  what  will  not  cuftom  re- 
concile? Neither  are  the  misfor- 
tunes of  the  family  yet  at  an  end— 
The  father  and  mother,  with  what 
little  is  left  them,  contrive  by  their 
induftry  to  accumulate  a  fecond 
little  fortune,  and  this,  if  they 
fhould  have  a  third  daughter,  they 
are  obliged  to  give  to  her  upon  her 
marriage,  and  the  fourth,  if  there 
fhould  be  one,  becomes  her  Calo- 
gria; and  fo  on  through  all  the 
daughters  alternately.  Whenever 
the  daughter  is  marriageable,  fhe 
can  by  cuftom  compel  the  father 
to  procure  her  a  hufband,  and  the 
mother,  fuch  is  the  power  of  habit, 
is  foolifh  enough  to  join  in  teazing 
him  into  an  immediate  compliance, 
though  its  confequences  muft  be 
equally  fatal  and  ruinous  to  both 
of  them.  From  hence  it  happens 
that  nothing  is  more  common  than 
to  fee  the  old  father  and  mother 
reduced  to  tiie  utmoft  indigence, 
and  even  begging  about  the  llrects, 
while  their  unnatural  daughters  are 
in  afHuence  ;  and  we  ourfelves  have 


•  This  fpecles  of  finer}',  which  prevails  through  many  of  the  iflands,  is  never 
worn  inMctelin,  but  v/hen  full  drei's  is  deemed  necefTary'. 
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frequently  been  fliewn  the  eldeft 
daughter  parading  it  through  the 
town  in  the  greatelt  fplendour,  while 
her  mother  and  lifter  followed  her 
as  fervants,  and  made  a  melancholy 
part  of  her  attendant  train. 

The  fons,  as  foon  as  they  are  of 
an  age  to  gain  a  livelihood,  are 
turned  out  of  the  family,  fometimes 
with  a  fmall  prcfent  or  portion, 
but  more  frequently  without  any 
thing  to  fupport  them;  and  thus 
reduced,  they  either  endeavour  to 
live  by  their  labour,  or,  which  is 
more  ufual,  go  on  board  fome  trad- 
ing veiTel  as  failors  or  as  fervants, 
remaining  abroad  till  they  have  got 
together  lome  competency,  and  then 
returning  home  to  marry  and  to  be 
hen-pecked.  Some  few  there  are 
who,  taking  advantage  of  the 
Turkiih  law,  break  through  this 
whimfical  cultom,  who  marry  their 
Calogrias,  and  retain  to  themfelves 
a  competent  provifion ;  but  thefe 
are  accounted  men  of  a  fingular 
and  even  criminal  difpolition,  and 
are  hated  and  defpifed  as  confor- 
mifts  to  Turkilh  manners,  and  de- 
ferters  of  their  native  cuftoms ;  fo 
that  we  may  fuppofe  they  are  few 
indeed  who  have  the  boldnefs  to 
depart  from  the  manners  of  their 
country,  to  adopt  the  cuftoms  of 
their  detefted  mafters,  and  to  brave 
the  contempt,  the  derifion,  and  the 
hatred  of  their  neighbours  and  fel- 
low-citizens. 

Of  all  thefe  extraordinary  parti- 
culars I  was  informed  by  the  French 
conful,  a  man  of  fenfe  and  of  in- 
difputable  veracity,  who  had  re- 
fided  in  this  iiland  for  feveral  years. 


and  who  folemnly  afTured  me  that 
every  circumftance  was  true  ;  but 
indeed  our  ov/n  obfervation  left  us 
without  the  leaft  room  for  doubt, 
and  the  fmguiar  appearance  and 
deportment  of  the  ladies  fully  e- 
vinced  the  truth  of  our  friend's 
relation.  In  walking  through  the 
town  it  is  eafy  to  perceive,  from  the 
whimfical  manners  of  the  female 
paflengers,  that  the  women,  accord- 
ing to  the  vulgar  phrafe,  'u.-ear  the 
Breeches.  They  frequently  flopped 
us  in  the  ftreets,  examined  our  drefs, 
interrogated  us  with  a  bold  and 
manly  air  ♦,  laughed  at  our  foreign 
garb  and  appearance,  and  fliewed 
fo  little  attention  to  that  decent 
modefty,  which  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
the  true  charafteric  of  the  fex, 
that  there  is  every  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe they  would,  in  fpite  of  their 
haughtinefs,  be  the  kindeft  ladies 
upon  earth,  if  they  were  not  ftridl- 
ly  watched  by  the  Turks,  who  are 
here  very  numerous,  and  would  be 
ready  to  punilh  any  tranfgreffion  of 
their  ungallant  laws  with  arbi- 
trary fines.  But  nature  and  native 
manners  will  often  baffle  the  efforts 
even  of  tyranny.  In  all  their 
cuftoms,  thefe  manly  ladies  feem  to 
have  changed  fexes  with  the  men. 
— The  woman  rides  aftride— the 
man  fits  fideways  upon  the  horfe. 
Nay,  I  have  been  allured  that  the 
hulband's  diftinguifhing  appellation 
is  his  wife's  family  name.— The 
women  have  town  and  country 
houfes,  in  the  management  of  which 
the  huft)and  never  dares  interfere. 
—Their  gardens,  their  fervants, 
are  all  their  ownj  and  the  hulband. 


*  In  the  nineteenth  epiftle  of  the  firft  book,  Horace  applies  an  epithet  to  Sappho, 
which  might  with  great  aptnets  be  given  to  her  prelcnt  count^J'^volnen  i 


"  Temperat  Archilochi  Mufam  pede  mafcula  Sappho." 
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from  every  ciruumflance  of  his  be- 
ha*'iour,  appears  to  be  no  other 
than  his  wife's  firft  domeftic,  per- 
petually bound  to  her  lervice,  and 
flive  to  her  caprice.  Hence  it  is 
that  a  tradition  obtains  in  the 
country,  that  this  ifland  was  for- 
merly inhabited  by  Amazons,  a 
tradition  however  founded  upon  no 
ancient  hiftory  thati  know  of,  Sap- 
pho indt-ed,  the  moft  renowned  fe- 
male tliat  this  ifland  has  ever  pro- 
duced, is  faid  to  have  had  manly 
inclinations,  in  which,  as  Lucian 
informs  us,  fiie  did  but  conform 
with  the  Cngular  manners  of  her 
countrywomen ;  but  I  do  not  find 
that  the  mode  in  which  file  chofe  to 
fliew  theie  inclinations  is  imitated 
by  the  prefent  female  inhabitants, 
v.no  fecm  perfedly  content  with 
the  dear  prerogative  of  abfolute 
fway,  wiuiout  eadeavouring  in  anv 
other  particular  to  change  the 
courfe  of  nature  ;  yet  will  this  cir- 
cunulance  ferve  to  fhew  that  the 
women  of  Lefbos  had  always  fome- 
thing  peculiar,  and  even  peculiarly 
niafculine,  in  their  manners  and 
propenfities.  But  be  this  as  it  may, 
it  is  certain  that  no  country  what- 
foever  can  afford  a  more  perfe£t  idea 
of  an  Amazonian  commonwealth, 
or  better  ferve  to  render  probable 
thofe  ancient  relations  which  our 
mannei-s  would  induce  us  to  efteem 
incredible,  than  this  ifland  of  Mete- 
lin.  Thele  lordly  ladies  are,  for 
the  moft  part,  very  handfome  in  fpite 
of  their  drefs,  which  is  fingular 
and  difadvantageous.  Down  to  the 
girdle,  which,  as  in  the  old  Grecian 
garb,  is  raifed  far  above  what  we 
ufually  call  the  waifl;,  they  wear 
nothing  but  a  fliift  of  thin  and 
tranlparcnt  gauze,  fed,  green,  or 
brown,  through  which  every  thing 
is  YJiible,  their  breails  only  excepi- 
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ed,  which  they  cover  with  a  foft 
of  hi'ndkerchief ;  and  this,  as  we 
wercr  informed,  the  Tu.ks  have 
obliged  them  to  wear,  while  they 
look  upon  it  as  an  incumbrance, 
and  as  no  inconhderable  portion  of 
Turkiih  tyranny.  Long  fl?eves  of 
the  fame  thin  materia.,  perfedly 
fhew  their  arms  ever  <.o  the  ihoul- 
der.  Their  principal  ornaments  are 
chains  of  pearl,  to  tvhich  they  iiang 
fmall  pieces,  of  gold  coin.  Their 
eyes  are  large  and  fine  ;  and  the 
nofc,  which  we  term  Grcrian,  ufu- 
ally prevails  among  thv-va,  as  it 
does  indeed  among  the  v.uv.:;n  of 
all  thefe  iflands.  Their  complex- 
ions are  naturally  fine,  but  they 
fpoil  them  by  paint,  of  which  they 
make  abundant  ufe,  and  they  dif- 
figure  their  pretty  faces  by  fhaving 
the  hinder  part  of  the  eyebro.v, 
and  replacing  it  with  a  Itrait  line 
of  hair,  neatly  applied  with  fome 
fort  of  gum,  the  brow  being  thus 
continued  in  a  flrait  and  narrow 
line  till  it  joins  the  hair  on  eacli 
fide  of  their  face.  They  are  well 
made,  of  the  middle  fize,  and,  for 
the  moft  part,  plump ;  but  they  ane 
diflinguifhed  by  nothing  fo  much 
and  To  univerfally,  as  by  a- haughty, 
difdsinful,  and  fupercilious  air,  with 
wlilch  tjiey  feem  to  look  down  upon 
all  mankind  as  creatures  of  an  infe- 
rior nature^  born  for  their  fervice, 
and  doomed  to  be  their  fiaves ;  nei- 
ther does  this  peculiarity  of  counte- 
nance in  any  degree  dirAinifh  their 
natural  beauty,  but  rather  adds  to 
it  that  fort  of  bewitching  attra(^ion, 
which  the  French  call  piquant' 

In  the  fequel  of  this  paper,  lord 
Charlemont  has  endeavoured  with 
great  learning  and  ingenuity  to  trace 
the  origin  of  this  extraordinary 
cufiom  up  to  the  firfl  fettlement  of 
the  ifland  by  the  Lycians,  accord- 
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ing  to  Diodoras,  thirty  or  forty  cen- 
turies ago .  amongil  whom  we  have 
the  authority  cf  Plutarch,  that  the 
fame  ufages  prevailed,  't  would 
indeed,  as  he  adds,  be  vvhimfically 
curious, if  we  could  allc-.v  ourfehcs 
to  imagine  that  a  fin^  ular  cuftom 
at  this  day  fubfifting  c;juld  be 
traced  back  to  an  origin  fo  very 
remote,  and  firould  have  taken  its 
rife  in  a  period  when  the  world 
Wd^  yet  in  its  infancy;  or  that  the 
relations  of  Diodorus  and  of  Piu- 
tarch,  which,  confidering  the  times 
of  which  they  treat,  might,  with 
much  appearance  of  reafon,  be 
deemed  fabulous,  ihould  be  corro- 
borated, and,  as  it  were,  authenti- 
cated by  a  cuftom  at  this  day  fub- 
futing. 


Curious  Letter  from  the  Telhoo  La- 
ma to  Governor  Haftingsj  from 
'Tranfadions  cf  the  Rojal  Edin- 
burgh Society. 

MR.  Maconochie  communicat- 
ed from  Robert  Bogle,  of 
Dalduvvie,  efq.  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
written  in  1773,  by  the  Teihoo 
Lama  of  Thibet,  to  Warren  Raf- 
tings, efquire,  governor  gerteral  of 
Bengal,  while  a  brother  of  Mr. 
Bogle's  was  refiding  at  the  Lama's 
court,  as  envoy  from  Mr.  Hailing;. 
Mr.  Maconochie  remarked,  that  the 
turn  of  thouglit  and  exprelFion  ren- 
dered the  letter  a  very  great  curio - 
fity  ;  but  that  it  was  Itill  more  in- 
terelHng  on  two  accounts :  ift.  That 
it  eflabiifhad  beyond  all  queftion, 
that  the  Tefl^oo  Lama,  though  a 
pontiit  of  inferior  rank  to  tiie  Da- 
lai Lama,  is  undcrllood  to  pofTcfs 
the  foul  of  faints,  or  divine  perlon- 
ages  that  flouriilicd  in  former  times, 
and  to  retain  the  remembrance  of 


what  happened  to  them  in  thofe 
part  periods  of  exillcnce.  zdly. 
That  the  fame  places  which  are  re- 
garded in  Eent^al  as  peculiarly  fa- 
cre;!,  are.  likewife  regarded  by  the 
religion  of  Fo  as  holy  ;  that  the 
Teflioo  Lama,  in  fome  of  his  former 
ftates  of  e.v'iftence,  is  fuppofed  to 
have  rcfided  in  thofe  plaacs ;  that 
the  Ganges,  fo  revered  among  the 
Brahmins,  is  alfo  reveted  by  the 
worfliippers  of  Fo ;  and  that  the 
reference  by  the  followers  of  that 
religion  in  Japan  to  fome  region 
in  India,  as  the  origin  and  holy 
land  of  their  faith,  is  here  af- 
certained  to  belong  to  Bengal. 
Thefe  circuinftances,  he  thought, 
fuggefted  very  important  refleflions 
with  regard  to  the  hiftory  of  the 
religions  of  Eailern  Afia. 
The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Prom  Teshoo  Lama  to  the 
Governor. 

Recel'ved  the  zzd  July,  1 7/5* 
"  Mr.  Bogle,  whom,  out  of  your 
kindnefs,  you  were  pleafed  to  fend 
into  this  quarter,  having  (thank 
God)  arrived  here  in  perfect  health, 
1  had,  at  an  aufpicious  hour,  the 
pleafureofan  iiuerview  with  him, 
and  was  rendered  fo  completely 
happy  on  the  occafion,  that  it  migl^t 
in  reality  have  been  thought  an  in- 
terview with  yourfclf.  The  letter 
winch  you  addrcfled  to  me,  and  the 
prefents  you  fent  by  Mr.  Bogle,  I 
have  likewiie  received  fife.  May 
your  happincfo  and  proipcrity  daily 
xncreafe.  All  the  particulars  which 
Mr.  Bogle  verbally  reprefented  to 
me,  I  perfcftly  untlerlland.  You 
were  pleafed  to  write  me,  th  it  you 
had  fent  orders  for  cltablilliiug 
peace  with  the  Debe  Doria,  agree- 
able to  my  requeft.  True;  the 
E   4  pkafurc 
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pleafure  thefe  particulars  gave  me, 
It  15  impofiible  to  exprefs.     When 
you,  out  of  pure  f  riendliiip,  are  in- 
duced thus  readily  to  comply  with 
a  requeft  of  mine,  what  return  can 
I  mke  you  for  it,  but  6fF';r  you 
my   prayers  ?    You  have   laid   me 
under  an  obligation  to  you  for  ever ; 
and   I    hope   that   you   will  every 
wKere  prove   viftorious    and   fuc- 
cefsful.     What   can  I  fay   to   you 
of  my   own   iituation  ?    In   former 
ages,  I  repeatedly  received  my  ex- 
iftence   from    AUaliabad,    Benares, 
Patna,  Purnea,  and  other  places  in 
Ben^  al   and    OrifTa ;   and    having 
ever  enjoyed  much  happir.efs  from 
thofe  places,  I  have  imbibed  a  par- 
tiality for  them;  and  a  iincere  love 
and  aftvidion  for  their  inhabitants 
are  ftrongly  imprefled  on  my  heart. 
The   well-known  place  of  Outra- 
gund  gave   me  my   laft  exiftence ; 
and  thanks  be  to  God,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  quarter  are  all  content 
and  fatislied  with  me.     Where  my 
fpiritual   efience    will  tranfmigrate 
to  next,  will  hereafter  be  feen.     At 
prefent,  here  I  fit  in  this  icy  coun- 
try, in  obedience  and  fubjcftion  to 
the  emperor  of  China.     I  have  long 
had  a  defire  of  feeing  you,  and  the 
dominions  and  people  over  whom 
you  ruie;  but  hitherto  many  caufes 
have  occurred  to  prevent  me,  what- 
ever rcidy  happen  in  future.     My 
trav(  Iling  fo  far  as  your  country, 
to    obtain     a     perfonal    intervi  w 
"with  you.   muft,   however,    be  at- 
tended with  many  unfurmonntable 
dirri  -allies,  ar.d  Providence  has  de- 
creed, thai  we  fhould  be  at  this  ne- 
ceffary   diftance   from  each    other. 
From  this  confideration,  I  am   in- 
duced to  requeft  that  you  will  grant 
me  a  pixe  oi  ground  near  the  fea- 
£de,  that  I  may  build  a  houfe  of 


worlhip  thereupon ;  and  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  building  it,  I  have  fent  an 
hundred   pieces    of   gold    by    Mr. 
Bogle,  together  with  fome  carpets, 
cloths,  and  other  neceflaries,  which 
he  will  ihcw  you,  for  the  decora- 
tion of  it ;  and  1  requeft  that  you 
will  do    me  the  favour  to  let  the 
houfe  be  imm:'diately  built,  and  the 
things  put  up ;  and  as  foon  as   the 
cold  feafon  fet5  in,  I  will  certainly 
difpatch   to  you  fome   of  my  own 
people,  if  not   fome   of  the  family 
of  the  Lama,  v/ho  is  patron  of  the 
emperor  of   China.      I  hope  that 
you  will  receive  them  with  kind- 
refs,  and  fend   fome  of  your  own 
fervants  with  them,  to  vifit   every 
place  of  worfliip  at  Allahabad,  Be- 
nares,   &c.    for    the    difcharge    of 
their    religious     duties.       As    this 
country  is  under  the  abfolute  fove- 
reignty  of  the  emperor  of  China, 
who  maintains  an  aftive  and  unre- 
laxed  control    over   all  its   affairs ; 
and  as  the  forming  of  any  connec- 
tion    or    friendlhip    with    foreign 
powers  is  contrary  to  his  pleaiure, 
it  will    frequently  be  out    of  my 
power  to  difpatch   any  mefTengeis 
to  you.     However,  it  will  be  im- 
polfible  to  efface  the  remembrance 
of  you   out   of  my  mind ;    and  I 
fhall  always  pray  for  the  iricreafe 
of  your  happinefs  and  profperity, 
and,  in  return,  I  hope  you  will  fre- 
quently favour  me  with  accounts  of 
your  health.     To  avoid    troubling 
you,   and  intruding    longer    upon 
your  time  with  my  incorreft  ftyle, 
1  fhall  conclude  this,  but  beg  you 
will  favour    me    with  an  anfwer ; 
and  I  fhall  take  an  opportunity  of 
addrelfrng  you  by  every  perfon  who 
goes  from  hence  into  your  part  of 
the  world.     I  have  reprefented  all 
particulars  to  Mr.  Bogle,  who  will 
comiTiunicate 


communicate  them  to  you,  and  I 
hope  you  will  conient  to  them." 
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[0«  a  feparate  paper. '\ 

"  Having,  in  compliance  with 
my  requeft,  put  an  end  to  hoftilities 
with  the  Debe  Raja,  and  eftablilhed 
a  peace  with  him,  you  have  thereby- 
conferred  upon  me  the  greatcft  obli- 
gation. As  a  teftimony  whereof, 
I  fend  you  a  prefent  of  a  few  things; 
and,  although  not  worth  accept- 
ance, 1  beg  you  will  accept  of  them, 
merely  upon  this  confidcration,  that 
a  green  leaf  is  a  prefent  from  a 
hermit. 


8  Pieces  of  China  fatin. 
I  Silver  talent  of  China. 
1  Pelong  handkerchief. 

"  I  can  make  no  fuitable  return 
for  your  friendfliip  from  this  part 
of  the  world,  and  I  hope  you  will 
excufe  it.  Poorun  Ker  Cuflioo 
will  have  the  honour  of  paying  his 
refpeds  td  you ;  and  I  hope  you 
will  grant  him  your  favour  and  pro- 
tedtion  in  the  bufmefs  with  which 
he  is  entruH^d." 
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Account  of  the  Bouquetin,  or  Moun- 
tain Goat  ;  frorn  Coxe'j  'Travels 
in  Switzerland,   vol.  ii. 

IOhferved  at  Michael  Paccard's, 
a  guide  of  Chamouny,  a  head 
and  horns  of  the  male  (jGiiquetin,  or 
mountain -goat,  and  Itufted  fpeci- 
mens  of  a  female  and  a  )  cung  one. 

As  this  animal  is  extremely  rare, 
and  inhabits  the  highell:  and  almofl 
inacceffible  mountains,  the  defcrip- 
tions  of  it  have  been  very  inaccu- 
rate and  confufed.  But  a  new  light 
has  been  lately  thrown  on  the  fub- 
jevl  by  Dr.  Girtanner  of  St.  Gal- 
len,  and  by  M.  van  Berchem,  fe- 
cretary  to  the  Society  of  Sciences 
at  Laufanne ;  and  although  thefe 
two  nataialifcs'  diiFer  in  feme  in- 
ftances,  yet  their  joint  labours  have 
aflifted  in  afcertaining  the  nature 
and  oeconomy  of  this  curious  ani- 
mal. The  following  account,  there- 
foie,  of  the  bouquetin,  is  drawn 
principally  from  their  obfervatioTis 
in  E-ozier's  Journal,  and  from  ad- 
ditional information  obligingly  com- 
municated to  me  by  M.  van  Ber- 
chem him.felf. 

This  animal  is  now  chiefly  found 
upon  that  chain  which  firetches 
from  Dauphine-  throug>h  Savoy  to 
the  confines  of  Italy,  and  princi- 
pally on  the  alps  bordering  on 
Mont  Blanc,  which  is  the  moft  ele- 
vated part  of  that  chain.  Its  parti- 
cular haunts  are  the  valley  of  Cor- 


mayor  to  the  fouth  of  Mont  Blanc,, 
thofe  heights  which  lie  between 
Mont  Blanc  and  the  frontiers  oi  the 
Vallais,  and  the  mountains  which 
border  the  Val  Savarenche;  buc  it 
is  m.et  with  more  abundantly  in  the 
mountains  of  the  valley  of  Cogne, 
which  is  the  fionticr  of  the  valley 
of  Dent  in  Piedmont ;  and  almcll 
always  frequents  thofe  parts  that 
have  a  fouthern  afpeft. 

The  feveral  names  by  vvhich  the 
bouquetin  is  known  in  different  lan- 
guages, are,  in  Greek, by  Plomer  and 
.£lian,  Ai|  aygio? ;  Latin, Ibcx,\s-\\\.cW 
nafee  has  been  adopted  by  moft 
modern  naturalifts ;  Italian,  Capra 
SelTjatica;  German  and  Swifs,  Stein- 
hoch,  or  Rock  -  goat,  the  female, 
Etagne,  or  Yhfcken  and  Thjchgei/s, 
perhaps  from  the  Latin  Ibex  ; 
Flemilh,  Wildgheit ;  French,  Bou- 
quetin, anciently  Bouc-ejiain,  the 
German  name  reverfed.  Belon 
named  it  Hircus  ferus  ;  Brifibn, 
Hircus  Ibex  ;  Linnaeus,  Capra  Ibex  ; 
Pennant,  the  Ibex;  and  Dr.  Gir- 
tanner, Capra  Alpina.  I  have  adopt- 
ed the  name  of  Bouquetin,  becaufe 
it  is  the  provincial  appellation  of 
the  animal  in  the  Alps. 

The  fyftematic  naturalifts  agree 
in  taking  the  fpecific  charafler  of 
the  bouquetin  from  the  beard,  and 
the  horns,  v./hich  they  defcribe  as 
knobbed  along  the  upper  or  ante- 
rior furface,  and  reclining  towards 
the  back. 

The 
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The  male  bouquetin  is  larger 
than  the  tame  goat,  but  refembles 
it  much  in  the  outer  form.  The 
head  is  fmail  in  proportion  to  the 
body,  with  the  mu/zle  thick,  com- 
prelled,  and  a  little  arched.  The 
eyes  are  large,  round,  and  have 
much  fire  and  brilliancy.  The 
horns  large,  when  of  a  full  fize 
weighing  fomecimes  16  or  18 
pounds,  flatted  before  and  rounded 
behind,  witli  one  or  two  longitudi- 
nal ridges,  and  many  tranfverfe 
ridges ;  which  degenerate  towards 
the  tip  into  knobs ;  the  colour  dufky 
brown.  The  beard  long,  tawny,  or 
dufky.  The  legs  {lender,  with  the 
hoofs  Ihort,  hollow  on  the  infide, 
and  on  the  outfide  terminated  by  a 
falient  border,  like  thofe  of  the 
chamois.  The  body  Ihort,  thick, 
and  ilrong.  The  tail  fliort,  naked 
underneath,  the  reft  covered  with 
long  hairs,  white  at  the  bafe  and 
fides,  black  above  and  at  the  end. 
Space  under  the  tail  in  fome  tawny, 
in  others  white.  The  coat  long, 
but  not  pendent,  afh  -  ct  loured, 
mixed  with  fome  hoary  hairs :  a 
black  lift  runs  along  the  back;  and 
there  is  a  black  fpot  above  and  be- 
low the  knees.  Its  colour,  hovvf- 
ever,  like  that  of  other  animals, 
muft  neceflarily  vary  according  to 
its  age  and  local  circumftances. 

The  female  has  been  little  noticed 
amon:^naturalift.s.  She  is  one  third 
lefs  thap  the  male,  and  not  fo  cor- 
pulent :  her  colour  is  lefs  tawny : 
her  horns  are  very  Imall,  and  not 
above  eight  inches  long.  In  thefe, 
and  in  her  figure,  ftie  refembles  a 
goat  that  has  been  caftrated  whilft 
young.  She  has  two  teats,  like  the 
tame  fhe-goat,  and  never  has  any 
beard,  unlefs,  perhaps,  in  an  ad- 
vanced age.  The  young  ones  are 
ef  a  diity  grey  colour,  and  the  lift 


along  the  back  is  fcarcely  difcern- 
ible. 

There  is  a  ftuffed  fpecimen  of  the 
male  bouquetin  of  the  Alps  in  Mr. 
Parkinfon's,  late  Sir  Afhton  Lever's, 
Mufeum,  of  which  I  have  here  given 
fome  of  the  principal  dimenfions, 
as  they  are  not  to  be  found  in  anv 
author  that  has  fallen  under  my 
obfervation,  except  in  BufFon's  Hif- 
t-)ire  Natarelle ;  and  thofe  were 
taken  by  Mr.  Daubenton  from  a 
young  fubjedl. 

In  a  ftate  of  tranquillity,  the 
bouquetin  commonly  carries  the 
head  low ;  but  in  running  holds  it 
liigh,  and  even  bends  it  a  little 
forward.  He  mounts  a  perpendi- 
cular rock  of  fifteen  feet  at  three 
leaps,  or  rather  three  fucceffive 
bounds  of  five  feet  each.  It  does 
not  feem  as  if  he  found  any  footing 
on  the  rock,  appearing  to  touch  it 
merely  to  be  repelled,  like  an  elaftic 
fubftance  ft.iking  agrir.ft  a  hard 
body.  He  is  not  fuppofed  to  take 
more  than  three  fucceffive  leaps  in 
this  manner.  If  he  is  between  two 
rocks  which  are  rear  each  other, 
*  and  wants  to  reach  the  top,  he  leaps 
from  the  fide  of  one  rock  to  the 
other  alternately,  till  he  has  attained 
the  fummit.  He  alfo  traverfes  the 
glaciers  with  rapidity ;  but  only 
when  purfued,  for  otherwife  he  a- 
voids  them. 

The  bouquetins  feed,  during  the 
nlgl.t,  in  the  higheft  woods :  but 
the  fun  no  fooner  begins  to  gild  the 
fummits,  than  they  quit  t  ie  wcodv 
region,  and  mount,  feeding  in  their 
progrefs,  till  t!iey  have  reached  the 
moft  confiderable  heights.  They 
betake  themfelves  to  the  fides  of 
the  mountains  which  face  the  eaft  or 
fouth,  and  lie  down  in  the  higheft 
places  and  hctteft  expofures :  but 
when  the  fun  has  ftnilhtdinorc  than 

three 
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three  quarters  of  its  courfe,  they 
again  begin  to  feed,  and  to  defcend 
towards  the  woods ;  whither  they 
retire  when  it  is  likely  to  fnow, 
and  where  they  always  pafs  the 
winter.  The  bouquetins  aflemble 
in  flocks,  confilling  at  the  moft  of 
ten,  twelve,  or  fifteen ;  but  more 
ufually  in  fmaller  numbers.  The 
males  which  are  fix  years  old  and 
upwards,  haunt  more  elevated  places 
than  the  females  and  younger  bou- 
quetins; and  as  they  advj;nce  in 
age  are  lefs  fond  of  fociety ;  they 
become  gradually  hardened  againli 
the  eft'eds  of  extreme  cold,  and  fre- 
quently live  entirely  alone. 

In  fummer  they  feed  principally 
on  the  genipi  and  other  aromatic 
plants  which  grow  in  the  high  alps ; 
and  in  winter  they  eac  the  lichens, 
and  broufe  on  buflies  and  the  tender 
ihoots  of  trees.  They  prefer  thofe 
fpots  where  the  dwarf  birch  and 
alpine  willows  grow,  and  where 
rhododendron,  thaliilrum,  and  faxi- 
frages,  abound. 

The  bouquetins  having  their  fore 
legs  fomewhat  fhorter  than  the  hind 
legs,  naturally  afcend  with  greater 
facility  than  they  defcend  ;  for  this 
reafon  nothing  but  the  fevereJl:  wea- 
ther can  engage  them  to  come  down 
into  the  lower  regions ;  and  even 
in  winter,  if  there  are  a  few  fine 
days,  they  leave  the  wooils  and 
mount  higher. 

Winter  is  the  feafon  of  love  with 
them,  and  princpally  the  montu  of 
January.  The  lemales  go  with 
young  five  months,  and  confequent- 
ly  produce  in  the  laft  week  of  June, 
or  the  firft  of  July*  At  the  time  of 
parturition  they  feparate  from  the 
males,  retire  to  the  fide  o  feme  rill, 
and  generally  bring  forth  only  one 
young,  though  fome  naturalilts  af- 


firm that  they  occafionally  produce 
two. 

The  commoncry  of  the  bouquetin 
is  a  rtiort  {harp  whittle,  not  unlike 
that  of  the  chamois,  but  of  lefs  conti- 
nuance :  fometimes  it  makes  a  fnort, 
and  when  young  bleats. 

The  feafon  for  hunting  the  bou- 
quetin is  towards  the  end  of  fum-* 
mer,  and  in  autumn,  during  the 
months  of  Augult  and  September, 
when  they  are  ufually  in  good  con- 
dition. None  but  the  inhabitants 
of  the  mountains  engage  in  the 
chace;  for  it  requires  not  only  a 
head  that  can  bear  to  look  down 
from  the  greatefl  heights  without 
terror,  addrefs  and  fure-footednefs 
in  the  moft  difficult  and  dangerous 
pafl^es,  and  to  be  an  excellent 
markfman,  but  alfo  much  rtrength 
and  vigour,  to  fupport  hunger, 
cold,  and  prodigious  fatigue.  The 
mofl:  determined  hunters  of  bou- 
quetins live  in  the  mountains  of  the 
Lower  Vallais :  for  inftance,  the 
natives  of  Servan,  a  village  in  a 
wild  and  pifturel'que  fituation,  four 
leagues  from  Valorfine,  and  two  or 
three  from  Martigny,  are  hunters, 
and  the  bouquetins  being  no  longer 
found  in  their  mountains,  they  hunt 
in  thofe  of  tne  valley  of  Aoil,  ob- 
taining a  permiffion  for  that  purpofe 
from  the  inhabitants. 

Ttie  female  lliows  much  attach- 
ment to  Y-tx  young,  and  even  de- 
fends it  agiinft  eagles,  wolves,  and 
other  enemies ;  Ihe  t  ikes  refuge  in 
fome  cavern,  and  prefenting  her 
head  at  the  entrance  of  the  hole,  thus 
oppol'es  tiie  enemy. 

When  a  bouquetin  is  fhot,  the 
hunters  let  it  cool  upon  the  fpot,  and 
tlien  embowel  it,  putting  the  blocd 
into  one  of  the  entrails,  which  is 
elleemed  by   the.  p^afants  a  fove- 
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reign  remedy  in  plearifies  and  ferns 
other  diforders.  A  large  bounve- 
tin  thus  cmbowelled  will  wei'^h  i8o 
or  200  pounds.  A  femaie  weighs 
only  from  70  to  80  pounds. 

Some  naruraluls  a: ."  of  opinion, 
that  the  diminution  of  the  race  of 
bouquetins  in  the  Alps  is  owing  to 
his  ixzz,  ihc  ir.onllrous  length  and 
weight  of  the  horns,  which  impede 
him  in  his  courfe ;  becaufe  he  is 
driven  into  places  v/here  he  can 
fcarcely  procure  fufficient  nourilh- 
ment  during  great  part  of  the  year, 
where  his  fight  becomes  debilitat- 
ed, and  is  frequently  loft  by  the 
ftrong  refleftion  of  die  fun  from  the 
•ice  and  fnow.  They  coniider  this 
animal  rather  as  a  native  of  the 
fubalpir^  regions,  which  are  co- 
vered during  fummer  with  the  fineft 
herbage,  and  where  the  bouquetins 
and  chamois  probably  paftured  in 
tranquillity,  when  only  the  lower 
rallies  and  plains  were  inhabited. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  maintained 
by  others,  that  the  bouquctin  is 
endued  with  ftrength  proportionate 
to  his  fi7,e ;  and  though  he  is  infe- 
rior to  the  chamois  in  livelinefs  and 
agility,  yet  he  is  by  no  means  de- 
ficient in  activity;  that  his  horns, 
though  large  and  weighty,  yet 
from  their  reclined  pofition  do 
rot  feem  to  be  any  impediment, 
but  rather  render  him  efiential  fer- 
vice  when  he  happens  to  fall,  or 
purpofely  throws  himfelf  down  pre- 
cipices to  avoid  his  purfucrs.  They 
add  alfo,  that  his  natural  food  is 
rather  lichens  than  herbs  ;  that  he 
is  particularly  fond  of  the  young 
ftioots  of  trees  and  fhrubs ;  and 
that  in  al!  ths  places  where  he  in- 
habits, he  is  found  in  the  coldeft  and 
rudefi  mountai  13,  and  on  the  ftecp- 
eft  rocks.     From  thefe  circumllan- 


ces,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  his 
prefcnt  fituntion  and  manner  of  life 
is  an  efFed:  of  nature  rather  than 
neceffty.  Befides,  why  do  the  cha- 
mois, who  are  more  hunted  than 
the  bouquetin,  ftill  inhabit  the  lefs 
elevated  regions ;  and  why  are  they 
not  driven  into  the  glaciers  ?  To 
account  for  the  present  fcarcity  of 
the  bouquetin,  we  need  only  con- 
fider  the  number  of  its  enemies,  in 
men,  beafts,  and  birds  of  prey.  Nor 
is  there  much  caufe  for  apprehen- 
fions,  that  the  race  will  bj  extin(5l 
even  in  the  Alps.  But  allowing 
that  the  bouquetin  was  no  longer 
found  in  his  native  Alps,  ftill  we 
could  not  affirm  with  fo  much  pro- 
priety that  the  race  was  extinft,  as 
that  it  had  migrated  into  a  milder 
climate,  and,  with  a  ftate  of  domef- 
tication  and  more  fucculent  food, 
had  acquired  fofter  manners,  a  form 
lefs  rude,  fmaller  and  fmoother 
horns.  For  it  is  even  not  impro- 
bable, that  the  hircus  ferus  or  bouc- 
eftain  of  Selon,  the  bouquetin  of  the 
Alps,  the  Siberian  ibex,  and  retja- 
grus,  both  fo  accurately  deicribed 
by  Pallas,  and  the  tame  goat  in  all 
its  different  forms,  are  only  varie- 
ties of  the  fame  fpecies.  Their 
difference  in  fhape  and  manners 
may  be  fufficiently  accounted  for 
from  a  change  of  climate,  fituation, 
and  food;  they  are  found  to  couple 
freely  with  each  other  ;  and  are 
a.Terted  to  produce  an  offspring 
which  is  fertile. 

They  all  have  a  beard,  which 
feems  to  be  the  great  charafleriftic 
diftindion  of  this  genus.  They 
differ  more  or  lefs  from  each  other 
in  the  fhape  of  their  horns,  /ize, 
and  coat,  none  of  which  can  be 
efteemed  certain  fpecific  diftinttions. 
The  grcateft  difference  undoubtedly 
confifts 
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conMs  in  the  horns,  rone  of  them, 
perhaps,  except  the  bouquetin,  hav- 
ing a  longitudinal  ridge,  and  feme 
of  them  being  CA'en  without  the 
tranfverfe  ridges.  But  this  differ- 
ence is  lefs  perceptible,  in  compar- 
ing the  bouquetin  witl\  the  Siberian 
ibex,  the  ibex  with  the  aegagrus, 
and  the  ajgagrus  with  the  tame 
goat.  Nor  are  the  horns  of  the 
Alpine  bouquetin  fo  much  weigh- 
tier, longer,  and  larg.er,  than  thofe 
of  the  above-mentioned  animals,  as 
to  form  a  certain  fpecilic  dillinc- 
tion. 

But  even  if  this  difference  {hould 
be  ftill  greater,  it  could   never  be 
admitted  as  forming  a  fpecilic  dif- 
tindtion.     For  the  horns  not  only 
differ  in    individuals    of  the    fame 
fpecies,  but  in  the  fame  individuals 
at  different  ages.     If  we  were  to 
attempt    to  arrange  animals  folely 
by  their  horns,   the  difcrimir.ations 
would  be  as  endlefs  as    uncertain. 
But  if,  in  the  prefent  infiance,  the 
Alpine  bouquetin  and  the  other  fpe- 
cies of  tlie  goat  genus  fnould  be  ex- 
cepted from  tliis  general  affertion, 
we  have  only  to  add,  that  M.  van 
Berchen   poflftfles    the    horns    of  a 
young  one,  produced  from  the  union 
of  the  bouquetin  and  fhe-goat,  that 
are  exaftly  fnnilar  to  the  horns  of 
the  segagrus,  which,  as  Pallas  afl'erts, 
refemble  thofe   of  the    tame   goat. 
Climate  and  nutriment  mufl  have 
a  great  effed;  upon  the  horns  of  ani- 
mals.    The  female  of  thf  bouque- 
tin has  horns  very  like  thore  of  the 
tame  goat.     It  is  no  wonder  there- 
fore, if  a  long  fervitude,  an  inaftive 
life,  an  exchange  from  the  aromatic 
plants-  and  pure   air  of  the  moun- 
tains to   a  grofs  nutrimeiit  and  a 
moilicr  a:mofphere,  fhould  diminiOi 
the  horns,  alter  their  fhape,  fubdue 


the  longitudinal  ridge,  and  convert 
the  knobs  into  wrinkles. 

The  count  de  Bufron  extends  the 
goat  genus   ftill  further,  and  com- 
prehends under  it  even  the  chamois; 
conjeduring,  that  the  bouquetin  is 
the   male  in    the  original  race    of 
goats,  and  the  chamois  the  female. 
The    French  naturalift  having,  at 
the   time    when   he   defcribed   the 
bouquetin,  never  feen  it  in  a  full 
grown  ftate,  was  probably  induced 
to  entertain  this  opinion  from  a  faint 
refemblance   between    the    female 
bouquetin  and  the    chamois.     But 
there  does  not  feem  the  leaft  foun- 
dation for  this  notion,  the  chamois 
being  an  animal  totally  difiinfl  from 
the  goats,  never  coupling  with  them, 
and  judicioufiy    clafled   by    Pallas 
and  Pennant  in  the  genus  of  ante- 
lopes.     His    conjedlure,    however, 
that  the  bouquetin  is  the  original 
fourc?  of  all  the  tame  goats,  feems 
to  be  V.  ell  founded ;  and  has  been 
adopted  by  the  greatefl:  part  of  fuc- 
ceeding  nacuraliils.      And   as,    ac- 
cording to   tlie  juft  obfervations  of 
Pallas,     the    ssgagrus     approaches 
nearer   than  the   bouquetin  to  the 
tame  goat  in  its  form  and  horns,  the 
a;gagrus   may   be  the    link   which 
unites  the  bouquetin  and  the  tame 
goat.      May  not   the  ^egagrus   be 
conaidered  as  a  race  produced  from 
the  bouquetin  and  the  ite-goat,  or 
the    goat   and    female  bouquetin  ? 
Pallas    alfo   conjedures,    that    the 
tame  goat  may  poffibly  have  beetv_ 
propac  ated  from  the  ^egagrus   and 
Siberian  ibex,  which  is  allowed  by 
mofl:  naturalills  to    be  the  fame  as 
the  bouquetin;    and    Pennant    re- 
marks, with  no  lefs   fagacity,  that 
the  tame  goats  may  be  derived  from 
both,  as  we  are  aflured  that  the  ibex 
and  fhe-goat  vvill  produce  a  fimilar 
ofi'spring. 
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ofi'spring.  It  is  alfo  probable,  that 
the  bouquetin  is  the  origin  of  all 
the  goat  genus,  becaufc  it  is  the 
largeft,  Ibongell,  and  dwells  in  the 
molt  inhofpitable  regions.  For, 
according  to  the  obfervation  of  the 
fame  great  zoologitl  * ,  whom  we  have 
fo  often  quoted,  thofc  animals  who 
are  natives  of  the  coldeft  mountains 
mult,  on  defcending  into  the  warm 
plains,  be  liable  to  greater  changes 
than  thofe  who  are  formed  for  nnld- 
er  climates ;  and  this  circumltance 
feems  fufficient  to  account  for  the 
great  variety  obfervable  in  the  goat 
genus; 

Some  naturalifts  pretend,  that  the 
bouquetin  cannot  be  the  original 
flock  from  whence  the  goats  have 
been  produced,  becaule,  as  he  in- 
habits only  the  Icftisll  fumraits  and 
rocks  covered  with  eternal  fnow, 
and  feeds  only  ca  plants  peculiar  to 
high  regions,  he  cannot  be  domcf- 
ticated  in  a  variety  of  climates. 
But  this  opinion  is  contradided  by 
fa6l  and  experience.  Stumpf,  tjie 
hiltorian  of  Switzerland,  informs  us, 
that  the  Vallaifans  near  Sion  bred 
up  tame  bouquetins  with  their 
goats ;  and  Belon  relates,  that  the 
Cretans  tamed  the  young  bouc- 
eftains  by  giving  them  to  be  fuck- 
led  by  the  goats.  Dr.  Pallas  alfo 
relates,  that  he  has  frequently  fcen 
the  Siberian  ibex  among  the  tame 
goats,  and  mentions  one  in  parti- 
cular at  Orenburg]!,  which  was 
leader  of  a  flock,  and  father  of  a 
numerous  oftspring  more  refenib- 
ling  the  females  than  himfelf.  He 
was  very  diiFerent  from  the  tame 
he-goats,  fcarcely  inferior  in  fize  to 
a  bouquetin  two  years  old :  in  co- 
lour and  Itrengih  he  refcmbled  the 


wild  animal  ;  had  thick  horns, 
knobbed,  not  keeled  above,  and  a 
long  rough  coat,  but  no  where  pen- 
dent, except  in  the  beard:  the 
black  lilt  on  the  back  was  almoil 
obliterated.  And  lallly,  Mr.  vaa 
Berchem  faw  feveral  tame  bouqae- 
tins  at  Aigle.  They  were  gentle 
and  familiar;  and,  without  being 
remarkably  lively,  were  adive  and 
graceful  in  all  their  motion?.  They 
bred  with  different  (he-goats,  and 
Mr.  van  Berchem  faw  the  young 
ones,  which  feemed  to  form  a  new 
race. 

If  thefe  obfcrvations  fhould  be 
well  founded,  the  goat  genus  or 
race  of  the  bouquetin,  is  found  in 
a  wild  ftate  along  the  chain  of 
mountains  that  traverfes  the  tempe- 
rate parts  both  of  Europe  and  Afia  j 
on  the  Alps,  Pyrenees,  and  Car- 
pathian mountains  ;  on  the  Taurus 
and  Caucafus;  on  the  mountains  xji 
Siberia  and  Tartary ;  in  Kami- 
fchatka;  on  the  iflands  of  the  ArcJii- 
pclago  ;  in  Hedsj^tas  in  Arabia ;  ia 
India  ;  perhaps  in  JEgVpt  and  Ly- 
bia. 


Account  of  the  Tahajheer,  in  a  Letter 
Jrom  Patrick  Rulfell,  .11 Z).  F.R.Z. 
From  the  PhiloJophiaU  Tr^iifadisn^t 
Vol.  Ixxx.  Pait  2. 

TAbafheer,  a  drug  in  high  re- 
pute in  many  parts  of  the 
Eail,  was,  I  believe,  firlt  introduced 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  weltern 
world  throu[;h  the  works  of  the 
Arabian  phylicians,  all  of  whom 
mention  it  as  an  important  article 
in  their  Materia  Medica  ;  and,  from 
what  I  could   obferve  iu  Syria,  it 


*  Pallas. 
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ftlll  continues  to  be  in  much  more 
general  ufe  in  Turkey  than  in  this 
part  of  India. 

The  genuine  Tabafheer  is  un- 
doubtedly a  produdion  of  the 
Arundo  Bambos  of  Linnxus,  the 
Ily  of  the  Hortus  Malabaricus,  and 
the  Arundo  htdica  arborea  maxima, 
ccrtice J'pinofo,  of  Herman. 

The  bamboo  in  which  the  Ta- 
bafheer is  found,  is  vulgarly  called 
the  Female  Bamboo,  and  is  diftin- 
guifhcd  by  the  largenefs  of  its  ca- 
vity from  the  male,  employed  for 
fpears  or  lances.  They  are  faid  to 
be  feparate  trees ;  but  this  faft  I 
have  not  had  it  in  my  power  to  af- 
certain. 

Of  the  feven  pieces  of  bamboo 
which  accompany  this  paper,  four 
are  from  the  mountains  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Vellore,  and  three  from 
a  place  twenty  miles  from  hence. 
The  former  were  perfeftly  green 
on  their  arrival  at  Madras ;  and 
the  others  were  felefted  from  a  large 
parcel,  whicii  were  green  alfo  when 
they  came  to  my  hands.  Thefe 
were  all  felefted  on  a  conjefture  of 
their  containing  Tabafheer,  from  a 
certain  rattling  perceived  upon 
Ihaking  the  bamboo,  as  if  fmall 
Hones  were  contained  in  the  ca- 
vity. 

In  the  month  of  April,  one  of  the 
bamboos,  confiding  of  fix  joints, 
received  from  Vellore,  being  cauti- 
oufly  fplit,  each  joint  was  examined 
feparately.  In  two  of  them  no  vef- 
tige  of  the  drug  was  difcovered ; 
each  of  the  others  contained  fonie, 
but  in  various  quantity ;  the  whole 
collefted  amounted  to  about  twenty- 
feven  grains. 

The  quality  alfo  was  various. 
The  particles  reckoned  of  the  firft 
quality  were  of  a  bluifli  white  co- 
lour, refembling  fmall  fragments  of 


fhells ;  they  were  harder  than  the 
others,  but  might  eafily  be  crumb- 
led between  the  fingers  into  a  gritty 
powder,  and  when  applied  to  the 
tongue  and  palate,  had  a  flight  fa- 
line  teftaceous  taile :  they  did  not 
exceed  in  weight  four  grains.  The 
refl  were  of  a  cineritious  colour, 
rough  on  the  furface,  and  more 
friable  ;  and  intermixed  with  thefe 
were  fome  larger,  light,  fpongy 
particles,  fomewhat  refembling  pu- 
mice-flones. 

In  the  month  of  July,  forty-three 
green  bamboos,  each  confifting  of 
five  or  fix  joints,  were  brought 
from  the  hills,  fifty  miles  dillant 
from  hence.  Six,  appearing  to  con- 
tain more  Tabafheer  than  the  others, 
were  fet  apart ;  the  remaining 
thirty-feven  were  fplit,  and  examin- 
ed in  the  manner  before  mentioned. 
The  refult  was  as  follows  : 

In  nine  out  of  the  thirty-feven, 
there  were  no  veiHges  of  Tabafheer. 
In  twenty-eight  fome  were  found  in 
one,  two,  or  three  joints  of  each; 
but  never  in  more  than  three  joints 
of  the  fame  bamboo.  The  quantity 
varied,  but  in  all  was  incopfiderable; 
and  the  empty  joints  were  fome- 
times  contiguous,  fometimes  inter- 
rupted, indifferently. 

The  drug  confifts  of  very  diflimi- 
lar  particles  at  firft  when  taken  from 
the  bamboo,  as  will  appear  in  look- 
ing into  the  fmall  fpecimen,  N°  i  ; 
which,  having  collefted  m.yfelf,  I 
am  certain  has  undergone  no  adul- 
teration. 

Tlie  whiter,  fmooth,  harder  par- 
ticles, when  not  loofe  together  with 
the  others  in  the  cavity,  were  moftly 
found  adhering  to  the  feptum  that 
divides  the  joints,  and  to  the  fides 
contiguous ;  but  never  to  the  fides 
about  the  middle  of  the  joints ;  and 
it  mav  be  remarked,  that,  inftead 
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bt  being  chiefly  found  at  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  joint,  as  might  be 
expefted  from  the  juice  fettling 
there,  they  were  found  adherent  in- 
differently to  either  extremity,  and 
fometimes  to  both.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  they  formed  a  fmooth  lining, 
fomewhat  refembling  polidicd  ftuc- 
co,  which  ufually  was  cracked  in 
fcveral  places,  and  might  eafily  be 
detached  with  a  blunt  knife. 

In  fome  joints  the  Tabaflieer  was 
found  thus  collefted  at  one  or  both 
extremities  only,  and  in  fuch  no 
rattling  was  perceived  upon  fhak- 
ing  the  bamboo;  but  generally, 
while  fome  adhered  to  the  extre- 
mities of  the  joint,  other  detached 
pieces  were  intermixed  with  the 
coarfcr  loofe  particles  in  the  cavity. 

The  quantity  found  in  each  bam- 
boo was  very  inconfiderable ;  the 
Jiroducc  of  the  whole  twenty-eight 
reeds,  from  five  to  feven  feet  long, 
not  much  exceeding  two  drams. 

Submitting  the  fpecimens  to  ex- 
amination, I  refrain  from  experi- 
ments on  them,  which-  may  more 
fuccefsfully  be  made  in  England, 
and  fhall  proceed  to  offer  a  few 
obfcrvations  on  the  juice  of  the  re- 
cent bamboo  fuppofed  to  form  the 
Tabalheer. 

The  exiflence  of  this  fluid  in  the 
bamboo  is  known  by  fhaking  the 
joint.  In  a  confiderable  number  of 
bamboos  fplit  in  order  to  procure 
it,  I  never  found  water  in  more 
than  two  joints,  and  generally  not 
more  than  two  or  three  drams  in 
each  ;  the  largeft  quantity  procured 
at  one  time  was  one  ounce  and  a 
half.  Very  few  joints  in  propor- 
tion contained  any. 

The  fluid  was  always  tranfparcnt, 
but  varied  in  confillence ;  when 
thicker,  it  had  a  whiter  colour  than 
common  ;  when  more  dilute  it  Jif- 
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fered  little  to  the  eye  from  common 
water,  or  fometimes  had  a  pale 
greenifh  call.  Applied  to  the  tongue 
and  palate,  it  had  a  flight  faline, 
fub-aftringent  tafte,  more  or  lefs 
perceptible  in  proportion  to  the 
confidence  of  the  fluid.  After  eva- 
poration in  the  fun»  the  refiduum 
had  a  pretty  ftrong  faline  tafte,  with 
lefs  afliringency.  Some  of  the  fluid, 
of  a  darkifli  colour,  thickened  in 
the  reed  to  the  conliftcnce  of  honey  ; 
and  fome,  in  another  joint  of  the 
fame  reed,  was  perfectly  white  and 
almoft  dry:  both  had  the  fharp  fait 
tafte,  which  the  Tabaflieer  itfelf 
lofes  in  a  great  degree  by  keep* 
ing. 

In  the  latter  end  of  October,  a 
green  bamboo  of  five  joints  waft 
brought  to'  me,  v/nich  appeared  to 
contain  both  water  and  Tabaflieer, 
After  three  days,  the  found  of  wa- 
ter, upon  fhaking  the  reed,  could^ 
hardly  be  perceived  ;  on  the  fiftii 
day  it  was  intirely  imperceptible. 

Upon  fplitting  the  bamboo,  about 
half  a  dram  of  the  fluid,  now  thick- 
ened into  a  mucilage,  was  found  at 
the  bottom  of  the  upper  joint.  Th« 
fecond  joint  contained  fome  pe:feL'"t: 
Tabafheer  loofe  in  the  cavity.  Th» 
third  joint  was  empty,  excepting  a 
few  particles  of  Tabafheer,  which 
adhered  to  the  fides  near  the  bot-i 
torn.  The  fourth  joint,  at  the  bot- 
tom, contained  above  a  dram  of  a 
brownifli  pulpy  fubftance,  adherent. 
The  laft  joint,  in  like  manner,  con- 
tained half  a  dram  of  a  fubftance 
thicker  and  harder  in  confiftence, 
and  nearly  of  the  colour  of  white 
wax. 

This  fpecimen  exhibited  at  one 
view  the  progrefs  of  the  Tabalheer 
through  its  feveral  rtages.  The 
found  diftindlly  perceived  in  the  rirft 
joint  on   the  23d  of  Odober,  was. 
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produced  by  the  water  in  a  fluid 
Itatc;  on  the  31ft,  having  become 
thicker,  the  found,  upon  lliaking, 
was  very  obfcure;  on  the  2d  of 
November,  no  found  was  percep- 
tible ;  and  when  the  reed  was  fplit, 
the  water  was  found  reduced  to  a 
mucilage.  The  fourth  and  fifth 
joints  contained  the  drug  in  a  more 
advanced  ftatc.  In  the  firll,  it  was 
thicker  than  a  mucilage,  of  a 
brownifli  colour  ;  in  the  fecond, 
more  of  the  fluid  part  having  eva- 
porated, the  colour  was  whiter,  and 
it  wanted  but  little  of  the  confif- 
tence  of  the  perfefl  Tabaflieer 
found  in  the  fecond  joint. 

I  am,  &c. 

Vizagapatam, 

Nov.  26, 1788.  P.Russell. 

Four  of  the  feven  reeds  pre- 
fented  to  the  Society  on  the  night 
this  paper  was  read,  being  carefully 
fplit,  the  contents,  upon  comparing 
them  with  the  fpeciniens  fent  from 
India,  then  on  the  table,  were  found 
to  agree  in  all  refpefls,  as  well  as 
with  the  defcription  of  the  more 
recent  drug  given  in  the  above  pa- 
per. The  fpecimen,  N®  3.  fent 
from  Hydrabad,  and  reckoned  the 
prime  lort,  differed  fomewhat  in 
hardnefs,  as  mentioned  above,  from 
the  purcft  particles  in  the  Tabafhser 
coUeded  by  myfelf ;  but  in  the  opi- 
nion of  feveral  of  the  members  pre- 
fent,  who  compared  them,  were  the 
fame  fubftance  with  the  particles 
mixed,  in  a  fmall  proportion,  in 
fome  of  the  other  fpecimens,  as 
lihewife  with  a  few  particles  taken 
from  the  reeds  opened  in  their  pre- 
fence;  which  puts  it  beyond  doubt, 
that  the  fubllance  is  produced  in  the 
cavity  of  the  bamboo. 

The  feveral  fpecimens  are  now 
under  chemical  trial ;  and  the  re- 


Accoutit  of  the  Nardiis  Iitdica,  or 
Spikenard.  By  Gilbert  Blanc, 
M.  D.  F.R.  S.     From  the  fame. 

TSjArdiis  Indlca,   or  Spikenard,  is  a 
name  familiar  in  the  works  of 
the   ancient  phyficians,  naturalifts, 
and  poets ;  but  the  identity  of  which 
has  not  hitherto  been  fatisfadlorily  af- 
certained.  My  brother  fays,  in  a  letter 
dated   Lucknow,  December  1786, 
that,  "  travelling  with  the   Nabob 
Vizier,  upon  one  of  his  hunting  ex- 
curfions,  towards  the  northern  moun- 
tains, I  was  furprifed  one  day,  after 
eroding    the    river    Rapty,    about 
twenty  miles  from  the  foot  of  the 
hills,  to  perceive   the  air  perfumed 
with  an  aromatic  fmell ;  and,  upon 
aiking  the  caufe,  I  was  told  it  pro- 
ceeded from  the  roots  of  the  grafs 
that  were  bruifed  or  trodden  out  of 
the  ground  by  the  feet  of  the  ele- 
phants and   horfes  of  the   nabob's 
j-etinue.   The  country  was  wild  and 
uncultivated,  and  this  was  the  com- 
mon grafs  which  covered  the  furface 
of  it,  growing  in  large  tufts  dole 
to  each  other,  very  rank,  and  in  ge- 
neral   from    three   to  four  feet  in 
lenp-th.     As  it  was  the  winter  fea- 
fon,  there  was  none  of  it  in  flov/er. 
Indeed  the  greateft  part  of  it  had 
been   burnt  "down  on  the  road  we 
went,  in  order  that  it  might  be  no 
impediment  to  the  nabob's  encamp- 
ments. 

"  I  collefted  a  quantity  of  the 
roots  to  be  dried  for  ufe,  and  care- 
fully dug  up  fome  of  it,  which  I 
fent  to  be  planted  in  my  garden  at 
Lucknow.  It  there  throve  exceed- 
ingly, and  in  the   r^iny  leafon  it 
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fliot  up  fpikes  about  fix  feet  high. 
Accompanying  this,  I  fend  you  a 
dra^ving  of  the  plant  in  flowei',  and 
of  tne  dried  roots,  in  which  the 
natural  appearance  is  tolerably  pre- 
ferved. 

"  It  is  called  by  the  natives  Te- 
rankus,  which  'i.cans  literally,  in  the 
Hindoo  language,  fever- nilrainer, 
from  the  virtues  they  attribute  to  it 
in  that  dileafc  They  infufe  about 
a  dram  of  it  in  half  a  pint  of  hot 
water,  with  a  fmall  quantity  of 
black  pepper.  This  infufion  ferves 
for  one  dofe,  and  is  repeated  three 
times  a  day.  It  is  eft<'emed  a  pow- 
erful medicine  in  all  kinds  of  fevers, 
whether  continued  or  intermittent. 
I  have  not  made  any  trial  of  it  my- 
felf;  but  fhall  certainly  take  the 
firll  opportunity  of  doing  fo. 

"  The  whole  plant  has  a  llrong 
aromatic  odour ;  but  both  the  fmell 
and  the  virtues  refide  principally 
in  the  hufky  roots,  which  in  chew- 
ing have  a  bitter,  warm,  pungent 
tafte,  accompanied  with  fome  de- 
gree of  that  kind  of  glow  in  the 
mouth,  which  cardamoms  occa- 
fion." 

Bw'fides  the  drawing,  a  dried  fpe- 
cimen  has  been  font,  wiiich  was  in 
fuch  good  prelcrvation  as  to  enable 
Sir  Joieph  B  inks,  P.  R.  S.  to  afccr- 
tain  it,  by  the  botanical  charadlers, 
to  be  a  fpecies  o'i  Andropogon,  dif- 
ferent from  any  plant  that  nas  ufu- 
ally  been  imported  under  the  nana 
of  Nardus,  and  diiferent  from  any 
of  that  genus  hit.icrto  defcribed  in 
bot.iniciil  fyfte    s. 

There  is  great  reafon,  however, 
to  think,  that  it  is  the  true  NarJus 
Indie  a  of  the  ancieiits.  The  cir- 
cumftance,  in  the  account  above 
recited,  of  its  being  difcovered  in 
an  unfrequented  country,  from  the 
odour  it  exhaled  by  being  trod  up- 


on by  the  elephants  and  horfes,  cor- 
refponds,  in  a  ftriking  manner,  with 
an  oc.urence  related  by  Arrian, 
in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Expedition  of 
Alexander  the  Great  into  India.  It 
is  there  mentioned,  lib.  vi  cap. 
22.  that,  during  his  march  through 
tee  defarts  of  Gadroha,  the  air  was 
perfumed  by  the  Spikenard,  which 
was  trampled  under  foot  by  the 
army ;  and  th  it  the  Phoerjcians, 
who  accompanied  the  exp-.-dition, 
collefted  large  quantities  of  it,  as 
well  as  of  myrrh,  in  order  to  carry 
them  to  their  own  country,  as  ar- 
ticles of  merchandife 


Account  of  fome  extraordinary  Effect 
of  Lightning.  By  William  Wi- 
thering, M.D.  F.R.S.  From  the 
fame. 

PERMIT  me  to  requeft  the 
attention  of  the  Royal  Society, 
whilll  I  mention  a  fewfadls  relative 
to  a  thunder-cloud,  the  lightning 
from  which  fufed  a  quantity  of 
quartzofe  matter. 

This  cloud  formed  In  the  fouth, 
in  the  afternoon  of  Sept.  3,  1789, 
and  took  its  courfe  nearly  due 
north.  In  its  paflage  it  fet  fire  to 
a  field  of  ftanding  corn  ;  but  the 
rain  prefently  extinguifhed  the  fire. 
Soon  afterwards  the  lightning  ftruck 
an  oak  tree,  in  the  earl  of  Aylef- 
ford's  park  at  Packington. 

The  height  of  this  tree  is  39  fcQZt 
including  its  trunk,  which  is  1 3  feet. 
It  did  rot  ftrike  the  hieheit  bough, 
but  that  which  proje^c.-'  farthefl 
fouthward.  A  man,  who  had  taken 
fhelter  againft  the  north  fide  of  the 
trc' ,  was  ftruck  dead  inftantanc-' 
oufly,  his  deaths  fet  on  fire,  and 
the  mofs  {lichen)  on  the  trunk  of 
the  tree,  where  the  back  of  his  head 
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had  refted,  was  likewife  burnt.  Two 
men,  Ipedators  of  the  accident,  ran 
immediately  towirds  him  upon  fee- 
ing him  fall ;  and  as  it  rained  hard, 
and  a  fmall  lake  had  coUefted  al- 
moll  clofe  to  the  fpot,  tlie  fire  w  as 
very  foon  extinguiflied ;  but  the 
eiteifls  of  the  fire  on  one-half  of  his 
body,  and  on  his  cloaths,  were  fucli 
as  to  fhew,  that  the  whole  burning 
was  inltantaneous,  not  progreffive. 

Part  of  the  eledric  matter  paffed 
down  a  walking-fiick,  which  the 
man  held  in  his  hand,  doping  from 
him;  and  where  the  ftick  relied  on 
the  ground,  it  made  a  perforation 
about  2\  inches  in  diameter,  and  5, 
inches  deep.  This  hole  1  examin- 
ed foon  afterwards,  and  found  no- 
thing in  it  but  the  burnt  roots  of 
the  grafs.  All  obfervation  would 
probably  have  ended  here,  had  not 
lord  Aylesford  determined  to  eredl 
a-  monument'  upon  the  fpot,  not 
merely  to  commemorate  the  event, 
but  v/ith  an  infcription,  to  caution 
the  unwary  againft  the  danger  of 
iheltering  under  a  tree  during  a 
thunder  -  ilorm.  In  digging  the 
foundation  for  this  monument,  the 
earth  was  difturbed  at  the  perfora- 
tion before  mentioned,  and  the  foil 
appeared  to  be  blackened  to  the 
depth  of  about  ten  inches.  At  this 
<iepth,  a  root  of  the  tree  pre-fented 
itfelf,  which  was  quite  black ;  but 
this  blacknefs  was  only  fuperlicial, 
and  did  not  extend  far  along  it. 
About  two  inches  deeper,  the  melted 
quartzofe  matter  began  to  appear, 
and  continued  in  a  doping  direction 
to  the  depth  of  1 8  inches. 

The  fpecimens  which  accompany 
this  paper,  and  for  which  I  am  in- 
debted to  the  attention  of  lord 
Aylesford,  will  demonftrate  the  in- 


tenfe  heat  which  muft  have  exiflccJ 
to  bring  fuch  materials  into  fufion. 

N"  I .  A  quartz  pebble,  one  cor- 
ner of  which  has  been  completely 
fufed. 

N"  2.  Sand,  unmixed  with  cal- 
careous matter,  agglutinated  by  the 
heat.  Within  the  hollow  part  of 
this  mafs,  the  fuiion  has  been  fo 
perfefl-.,  that  the  melted  quartzofe 
matter  has  run  down  the  hollow, 
and  aflumed  nearly  a  globular 
figure. 

N°  3.  Smaller  hollow  pieces,  and 
one  nearly  flat,  but  all  the  flat  ones 
have  fome  hollow  part  *. 

Mr.  Watt  fuggelled  to  me,  that 
the  hollows  had  been  occafioned  by 
the  expanflon  of  moifture  whilft  the 
fufion  exiiled. 

I  flaall  conclude  with  obferving, 
that  judging  from  the  damage  done 
to  the  oak  tree,  the  llroke  was  not 
very  great ;  and  that  having  now 
an  inducement  to  dig  where  the 
earth  has  been  perforated  by  light- 
ning, we  may  probably  hereafter 
find  foflil  fiibftances  melted  by  it  to 
a  confiderably  greater  extent. 


Accotmt  of  a  Child  njo'ilh  a  double 
Head;  in  a  Letter  from  Everard 
Home,  Efquirc,  F.  R.  S.  to  [ohu 
Hunter,  £fquire,  F.  R.  S.  From 
the  fame, 

TH  E  child  was  born  in  May, 
1783,  of  poor  parents;  the 
mother  was  thirty  years  old,  and 
named  Nooki ;  the  father  was  called 
Hannai,  a  farmer  at  MandalgenC 
near  Bardawan,  in  Bengal,  and  ag»d 
thirty-five. 

At  the  time  of  the  child's  birth, 
the  woman  who  afted  as  midwife. 


*  Thefe  fpecimens  were  laid  before  tlie  fociety  when  the  paper  was  read. 
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terrified  at  the  ftrange  appearance 
of  the  double  head,  endeavoured  to 
dellroy  the  infant  by  throwing  it 
upon  the  fire,  wliere  it  lay  a  furfi- 
cient  time  before  it  was  removed  to 
have  one  of  the  eyes  and  ears  confi- 
dcrably  burnt. 

'^I'he  body  of  tlie  child  was  natu- 
rally formed,  but  the  head  appeared 
double,  there  being,  befides  the  pro- 
per head  of  the  child,  another  of 
the  fame  fizc,  and  to  appearance 
almoft  equally  perfeft,  attached  to 
its  upper  part.  This  upper  head 
was  inverted,  fo  that  they  feemed 
to  be  tuo  feparate  heads  united  to- 
gether by  a  firm  adhefion  between 
their  crowns,  but  without  any  in- 
dentation at  their  union,  there  be- 
ing a  fmooth  continued  furface  from 
the  one  to  the  other.  The  face  of 
the  upper  head  was  not  over  that 
of  the  lower,  but  had  an  oblique 
pofition,  the  center  of  it  being  im- 
mediately above  the  right  eye. 

When  the  child  was  fix  months 
old,  both  of  the  heads  were  covered 
with  black  hair,  in  nearly  the  fame 
quantity-  At  this  period  the  feulls 
ieemed  to  have  been  completely 
oflified,  except  a  fmall  fpace  between 
the  ofla.  front  is  of  the  upper  one, 
like  a  fontinelle. 

Obfervattons  on  the  fuperior  or 
inverted  Head. 

No  pulfation  could  be  felt  in  the 
fituation  of  the  temporal  arteries ; 
but  the  fuperficial  veins  were  very 
evident. 

The  neck  was  about  two  inches 
long,  and  the  upper  part  of  it  ter- 
minated in  a  rounded  foft  tumor, 
like  a  fmall  peach. 

One  of  the  eyes  had  been  confi- 
derably  hurt  by  the  fire,  but  the 
other  appeared  perfcd,  having  its 
full  quantity   of  motion  ;  buf   the 


eyelids  were  not  thrown  into  adiion 
by  any  thing  fuddcnly  approaching 
the  eye  ;  nor  was  tlie  iris  at  thofe 
times  in  the  loaft  aftefted ;  biic, 
when  fuddenly  expofed  to  a  llrc>ng 
light,  it  contraflcd,  although  not  fo 
nu'.cli  as  it  ufually  does.  Tlie  eyes 
did  not  correfpond  in  their  motions 
v/ith  thofe  of  the  lower  head  :,  but 
appeared  often  to  be  open  when  the 
child  was  alleep,  and  fhut  when  it 
was  awake. 

The  external  cars  were  very  im- 
perfed,  being  only  loofe  folds  of 
flcin;  and  one  of  them  mutilated  by 
having  been  burnt.  There  did  not 
appear  to  be  any  pafFage  leading 
into  the  bone  which  contains  the 
organ  of  hearing. 

The  lower  jaw  was  rather  fmaller 
than  it  naturally  fliould  be,  but  was 
capable  of  motion.  The  tongue 
was  fmall,  flat,  and  adhered  firmly 
to  the  lower  jaw,  except  for  about 
lialf  an  inch  at  the  tip,  which  was 
loofe.  The  gums  in  both  jaws  had 
the  natural  appearance ;  but  no 
teeth  were  to  be  fcen  either  in  this 
head  or  the  other. 

The  internal  furfaccs  of thencfe 
and  mouth  were  lubricated  by  the 
natural  fecretions,  a  confidcrable 
quantity  of  mucus  and  faliva  being 
occafionally  difcharged  from  them. 

The  mufcles  of  the  face  were 
evidently  poflcflcd  of  powers  of 
action,  and  the  whole  head  had  a 
good  deal  of  fenfibility,  fince  vio- 
lence to  the  ficin  produced  the  dlf- 
tortion  exprellive  of  crying,  and 
thrulHng  the  finger  into  the  mouth 
made  it  lliew  Ibong  marks  of  pain. 
When  the  mother's  nipple  was  ap- 
plied to  the  mouth,  the  lips  attempt- 
ed to  fuck- 

Tlie   nattiral  head  Jiad   nothing 

uncommon  in  its  appearance ;   the 

F  3  eyes 
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eves  were  attentive  to  objefls,  and 
its  moutli  fucked  the  breart  vigo- 
rouflv.     Its  body  was  emaciated. 

The  parents  of  the  child  were 
poor,  and  carried  it  about  the  llreets 
of  Calcutta  as  a  curiofity  to  be  feen 
for  money ;  and  to  prevent  its  be- 
ing expol'ed  to  the  populuce,  they 
kept  i:  conftantly  covered  up,  which 
was  conlidered  as  the  caufe  ot  its 
being  emaciated  and  unhealthy. 

T;ie  attention  of  the  curious  was 
naturally  attraded  by  fo  uncommon 
a    fpecies    of  deformity  ;  and   Mr. 
Stark,  who  rcfided  in  Bengal  during 
this  period,    paid  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  appearances  of  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  double  head,  and 
endeavoured  to  afcertain  the  mode 
in  which  the  two  (kulls  were  united, 
as  well  as  to   difcovcr  the  fympa- 
thics  which  exifted  between  the  two 
braini.     Upon  his  return   to  Eng- 
land, finding  that  I  was    in  po:'ief- 
fion  of  the  fkuU,  and  proposed  draw- 
ing up  an  account  of  the  child,  he 
very  obligingly    favoured  me  with 
the  following  particulars ;  and  has 
likewife    allowed    me    to    have    a 
flcetch    taken    from    a    very  exad 
painting,  made    under  his  own  in- 
fpeftion  from  the  child  while  alive, 
by   Mr.   Smith,   a   portrait-painter 
then  in  India. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Stark  faw  the 
child,  it  muft  have  been  nearly  two 
years  old,  as  it  was  fome  months 
bef  >re  its  death,  which  I  have  every 
reafcn  to  believe  happened  in  the 
year  1785.  At  this  period  the  ap- 
pearances differed  in  many  refp-jcls 
from  thofe  taken  notice  of  when 
only  fix  months  old. 

The  hurrt  ear  had  fo  much  re- 
covered itfelf  as  only  to  have  loll 
about  one  fourth  part  of  the  loofe 
pendulous  fiap.  Tlie  openings  Icad- 
liig  from  the  external  ear  appeared 


as  dlftincl  as  in  thofe  of  the  other 
head.  The  fkin  furrounding  the 
injured  eye,  which  was  on  the  fame 
fide  with  the  mutilated  ear,  was  in  a 
flight  degree  affeftcd,  and  the  ex- 
ternal canthusmuch  contracted,  but 
the  eye  itfelf  was  perfect. 

The  eyelids  of  the  fuperior  head 
W'Cre  never  completelv  lliut,  remain- 
ing a  little  open,  even  when  the  - 
child  was  afleep,  and  the  eyeballs 
moved  at  random.  When  the  child 
was  roufed,  the  eyes  of  both  heads 
moved  at  the  fame  time  ;  but  thofe 
of  the  fuperior  head  did  not  appear 
to  be  di'-edled  to  the  fame  objeft, 
but  wandered  in  different  direc- 
tions. The  tears  flowed  from  the 
eyes  of  the  fuperior  head  almoft 
conitantlv,  but  never  from  the  eyes 
of  the  otiier,  except  when  crying. 

The  termination  of  the  upper 
neck  was  very  irregular,  a  good 
deal  refembling  the  cicatrix  of  an 
old  fore. 

The  fuperior  head  feemed  to  fym- 

pathlfe  with  the  child  in    molt  of 

its  natural  adtions.    Wlien  the  child 

cried,  th*  features  of  this  head  were 

affected    in   a  fimilar   manner>    and 

the  tears  flew  d  plentifully.     When 

it   fucked    the  n  other,  fati.sfaotion 

was  expreffed  by  the  mouth  of  the 

fuperior  head,  and  the  faliva  flowed 

more  copioufly  than   at  any  other 

time  ;  for  it  always  flowed   a  little 

from    it.     When   the    child  fmiled, 

the  feature-,    of  the    fuperior   head 

fympathifed  in  that  aiftior.     When 

the  flcm   of  the   fuperior  head  was 

pinched,  the   child   feemed   to  feel 

little  or  no  pain,  at  leaft  not  in  the 

fame  proportion  as  was  felt  from  a 

fimilar  violence  being  committed  on 

its  own  h?ad  or  body. 

When  the  child  was   about  two 
years  old,  and  in  perfedt  health,  the 
mother  went  out  to  fetch  fome  wa- 
ter j 
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er;  and,  upon  her  return,  found  it 
dead,  from  the  bite  of  a  Ccbra  ae 
capelo. 


Account  of  a  Gentleman  living  at 
Milan,  in  the  Tear  1786,  n.vho  had 
the  faculty  of  chc-ii'ing  the  cud. 
From  Mrs.  PiozziV  Journey  thro* 
Italy,  vol.  ii. 

BUT  a  natural  curiofity  feen  at 
Milan,  this  i6thday  of  Auguit 
1/86,  leads  my  mind  into  another 
channel.  I  went  to  wait  upon  and 
thank  the  lady,  or  the  rel.itions  of 
the  lady,  who  lent  us  licr  houfe  at 
Varefe,  and  make  our  proper  ac- 
knowledgments ;  and  at  that  vifit 
faw  fomething  very  uncommon  fure- 
ly  :  though  I  remember  doiflor 
Johnfon  once  faid,  that  nobody  had 
ever  feen  a  very  ftrange  thing  ;  and 
challenged  the  company  (about  fe- 
venteen  people,  myfelf  among 
them)  to  produce  a  flrange  thing  ; 
— but  I  had  not  then  feen  Avvocato 

B ,  a  lawyer  here  at  Milan,  and 

a  man  refpeded  in  his  profellion, 
who  actually  chews  the  cud  like  an 
ox ;  which  he  did  at  my  requeit, 
and  in  my  prefence:  he  is  apparent- 
ly much  like  another  tall  llout  man, 
but  has  many  extraordinary  pro- 
perties, being  eminent  for  ftrength, 
and  pofll'lling  a  fct  of  ribs  and 
flernum  very  iurprifing,  and  worthy 
the  attention  of  ana  torn  ills  :  his 
body,  upon  the  flightclt  touch,  even 
through  all  his  clothes,  throws  out 
eleftric  fparks ;  he  can  rcjeft  his 
meals  from  his  ftomach  at  pleafure, 
and  did  abfolutely  in  the  courfe  of 
two  hours,  the  only  two  I  ever 
paffed  in  his  company,  go  through, 
to  oblige  me,  the  whole  operation 
of  eating,  mafticating,  fwallowing, 


and  returning  by  the  mouth,  a  large 
piece  of  bread  and  a  peach.  With 
all  this  conviction,  nothing  more 
was  wanting;  but  1  obtained  befide, 
the  confirmation  of  common  friends, 
who  were  willing  likewife  to  bear 
tcltimony  of  this  llrange  accidental 
variety.  What  I  hear  of  his  cha- 
racter is,  that  he  is  a  low-fpirited, 
nervous  man ;  and  I  fuppofe  his 
ruminating  moments  are  fpent  in  la- 
menting the  fmgularities  of  his 
frame. 


Experiments  on  the  expanfi'e  Force  of 
freezing  M  ater,  made  hy  Major 
Edward  Williams,  of  the  Royal 
Artillery,  at  Quebec,  in  Canada, 
in  the  Tears  1 7  84  and  1 7  8 5 .  Com- 
jnunicated  in  a  Letter  from  Charles 
Hutton,  LL.  D.F.R.  SS.  Lond. 
i3  Edin.  From  the  Tranfaclions 
of  the  Royal  Society  0/^  Edinburgh, 
vol.  ii. 

SIR, 

TH  E  following  is  an  extraft 
of  a  letter  to  me  from  major 
Edward  Williams,  of  the  royal  ar- 
tillery, a  learned  man,  and  of  great 
profefTional  merit.  Being  at  Quebec 
in  fome  very  cold  winters,  among 
various  other  ingenious  experiments, 
it  occurred  to  him  to  try  the  force 
of  congelation  in  fome  of  the  iron 
bomb-lhells,  which  are  ufually  fired 
out  of  mortars  in  the  praftice  of 
artillery;  by  filling  the  cavity  of 
the  (hell  with  water,  and  then,  hav- 
ing plugged  up  the  fuze-hole,  ex- 
pofing  it  to  the  cold  to  freeze  the 
water,  in  order  to  find  whether  the 
expanfion  of  the  ice  would  be  ca- 
pable of  burfling  the  fhell. 

The  dimenfions  of  the  13  inch 
Ihell  are  as  follow  : 

F  4  Outer 
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Inches. 

Outer  diameter  of  the  fliell  12.8 
Inner,  or  diameter  of  the 

cavity  -  -  -  9.1 
Thicknefs  of  metal  at  tlie 

fuze-hole  -  -  -  1.5 
Ditto  at  the  bottom  or  op- 

pofite  part  -  -  -  z.z 
Diameter  of  the  fuze-hole       1.7 

And  the  dimenfions  are  fimilar  in 
the  other  fliells.  The  fuze-hole  is 
conical,  the  oppofite  fides  of  which, 
when  produced,  meet  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  diameter,  which  pafTes 
through  the  middle  of  the  hole. 

He  found,  that  the  iron  plug  could 
hardly  ever  be  driven  fo  firmly  into 
the  fuze-hole  as  to  refifl;  the  force 
of  the  expanfion  of  the  ice,  which 


puflicd  it  out  with  great  velocity, 
and  a  bolt  or  cylinder  of  ice,  of  a 
confidcrable  length,  immediately 
fhot  up  from  the  hole.  But  when 
tlie  plug  was  fixed  in  with  fprings, 
which  laid  hold  of  the  infide  of  the 
cavity,  fo  that  the  plug  could  not 
poffibly  be  puflied  out,  the  force  of 
cxpaniion  then  fplit  the  lliell,  and  a 
fin  or  plate  of  ice  fhot  out  quite 
around. 

ExtraSifrom  Tl/a/V  Williams 'j  Letter. 

Thefe  experiments  were  made  on 
iron-flvells,  from  the  13  inch  fliell 
to  the  coehorn,  of  4.4.  inches  dia- 
meter, by  filling  the  fliell  nearly 
with  water,  and  driving  in  an  irou 
plug  with  a  fledge  hammer. 


Timr, 

Therm. 

Elcv.  of  the 

Weight  of 

Diftance. 

1784. 

Fuze. 

Plug.  oz. 

Dec.  21. 

—      10 

90 

35 

Unknown. 

1  '> 

—      3 

90 

37-25 

22  feet. 

23. 

—     16 

90 

34-5 

Unknown. 

24. 

—       6 

80 

39-25 

62 

31- 

—     18 

45 

39-25 

387 

17S5. 

Jan.    2. 

—     19 

4? 

41-75 

415 

4- 

—       IZ 

45 

42 

Burft. 

9- 

—      4 

45 

40.5 

325' 

REMARKS. 

Dec.  21. — The  fuze-axis  of  the 
jHiieU  lay  nearly  perpendicular  to  the 
horizon.  On  examining  the  efFeft, 
about  9  o'clock  the  following  day,  I 
obferved  the  plug  gene,  and  a  cy- 
linder of  ice,  of  4}  inches  high, 
rifmg  perpendicularly  from  the  fuze- 
hole,  and  of  equal  diameter.  I 
fearched  carefully  for  the  plug,  but 


could  not  find  it,  as  there  was  abou^ 
3|-  feet  of  fnow  on  the  ground. 

Dec.  22.— I  watched  this  fliell 
about  an  hour,  when,  being  called 
out  on  bufmefs,  I  found,  on  my  re- 
turn, three  hours  after,  the  plug 
gone,  and  the  icy  cylinder  2|  inches 
high.     Plug  loft. 

23. — -1  had  a  plug  made,  and 
jagged  or  notched  along  the  fides, 
to  prevent  its  being  forced  out  {6 

eafily ; 
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eafiTy ;  nnd  watched  this  fhell  for 
upwards  of  three  hours,  going  into 
the  houfe  at  intervals  to  warm  my- 
felf.  The  lad  time  I  went  in  was 
about  half  an  hour  after  twelve, 
when,  after  a  few  minutes,  1  heard 
a  fort  of  hilling  found,  upon  which 
running  out,  the  plug  was  gone, 
and  a  cylinder  of  ice  fliot  up,  ex- 
ceeding any  of  the  former,  being 
t\  inches  high.     Plug  lolh 

Dec.  24. — A  fimilar  plug  to  the 
laft.  I  watched  this  with  more 
fuccefs ;  for  although  abfent  at  in- 
tervals ;  yet  at  lialf  pall  four  in 
the  afternoon  (therm,  at  6°)  I  faw 
the  plug  fuddenly  forced  out  by  the 
column  of  ice,  accompanied  by  the 
hiffing  noife  ;  and  obferving  its  fall, 
I  found  it  at  62  feet  from  the  fhelJ. 
The  icy  cylinder  was  4  inches 
high,  and  the  fuze-axis  of  the  (hell 
I  found  lay  nearly  at  an  angle  of 
80°  with  the  horizon. 

31.— Concluding  from  the  fore- 
going experiments,  that  no  plug 
could  be  fo  fixed,  as  to  render  the 
refinance  at  the  fuze-hole  greater 
than  at  the  weakell  part  of  the  fhell, 
in  which  cafe  I  fuppofed  it  would 
bilrft:  (which  was  the  primary  ob- 
jeftin  thefe  experiments)  I  thought 
it  might  be  worth  while  to  obfervc 
how  far  the  force  of  congelation 
would  prcjecl  a  plug  of  a  given 
weight  and  figure,  and  forced  in 
with  the  fame  number  of  llrokes 
of  the  fledge-hammer.  For  this 
purpofc,  I  placed  the  fuze-axis  of 
the  fhell  at  an  angle  of  45°  with 
the  horizon,  and  on  the  3ifl  of 
December  1784,  being  the  coldell 
day  of  this  year,  the  plug  was  pro- 
jefted  whilft  I  was  abfent,  a  cylin- 
der was  fhot  out,  in  the  dircftion  of 
the  axis,  of  75  inches,  and  not  iii- 
cliningin  the leafl  from  that  diiciflion 
to  the  horizon.    The  plug  was  left. 


Jan.  2,  1785. — Being  colder  than 
3 1  fl:  December,  in  order  to  haltsn 
the  cff«d,  J  put  a  mixture  of  com- 
mon fait  and  fal  ammoniac  to  the 
water,  and  tied  a  long  pack-thread, 
with  a  piece  of  red  rag  at  its  end, 
to  the  fuze,  in  order  to  iind  v.here 
it  fell  in  the  fnow.  This  plug 
made  its  efcape,  like  the  reft ;  (o): 
at  half  part:  fix  it  was  flown,  and  a 
cylinder  of  8|  inches  of  ice  lland- 
ing  over  the  fuze-hole.  T'he  plug 
was  left;  for  the  red  rag  appeared 
no  where  on  the  furface  of  the 
fnov,'. 

4.— Tried  a  plug  made  with 
fprings,  in  the  manner  of  a  learcher, 
only  very  fhort  and  llrong.  Added 
the  freezing  mixture.  The  fhell 
gave  a  fiidden  crack  at  a  quarter 
after  nine,  and  inflantlv  fhot  from 
its  furface  two  thin  plates  of  ice, 
refembling  iiWi,  about  2  inches  in 
the  highelt  parts.  On  examining 
the  fliell  I  found  it  burft,  and  the; 
plug  forced  up  about  half  an  inch; 
and,  on  breaking  the  fhell,  the 
fprings  were  confiderably  bent,  fo 
as  not  to  have  recovered  their  fiiil 
fituation. 

9. —  Repeated  thelafl  experiment, 
with  a  fimilar  plug  and  the  freezing 
mixture.  It  was  thrown  out,  as 
before,  and  the  projcfting  icy  cy- 
linder was  32.  inches  high. 

Similar  experiments  were  after- 
wards made  with  all  the  lefler  Ihcili ; 
yet,  though  one  or  more  of  each 
fort  were  actually  burll,  more  plugs 
were  projeiiled  than  produced  that 
efJed.  As  ibon  as  the  fnow  began 
to  difappear  from  the  furface,  I 
fcarched  carefully  for  the  plugs,  and 
found  fix  of  them  ;  which,  being  all 
marked  with  notches  after  the  rirll 
experiment,  I  cailly  formed  from 
them  the  foregoing  table. 

Such  was  tlie  reiuk  of  thefe  ex- 
periment^ 
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periments,  from  which  I  leave  it 
to  you  to  draw  conchifions.  I  in- 
tend 10  purfuc  them  again  this  win- 
ter ;  and,  if  you  can  fuggcll  any 
ideas  on  the  fubjeft,  that  can  reach 
Canada  before  March  1786,  I  IkiU 
be  glad  to  avail  myfelf  of  them. 

Ed.  Williams. 

Remarks  on  the  preceding  Extrad, 
by  Cha.  Hutton,  LL.  D. 

From  thefe  ingenious  experi- 
ments, we  may  draw  feveral  con- 
clufions.     As, 

Firlt,  We  hence  obferve  the  a- 
xnazing  force  of  the  expanfion  of 
the  ice,  or  the  water,  in  the  aft  of 
freezing  ;  which  is  fufficient  to 
overcome  perhaps  any  refilbnce 
whatever;  and  the  confequence 
feems  to  be,  either  that  the  water 
will  freeze,  and,  by  expanding, 
burft  the  containing  body,  be  it 
ever  fo  thick  and  Itrong  ;  or  elfe, 
if  the  refilcance  of  the  containing 
body  exceed  the  expanfive  force  of 
the  ice,  or  of  water  in  the  aft  of 
freezing,  then,  by  preventing  the 
expanfion,  it  will  prevent  the  freez- 
ing, and  the  water  will  remain  fluid, 
whatever  the  degree  of  cold  may 
be. 

The  amazing  force  of  congela- 
tion is  alfo  obvious  from  the  dif- 
tance  to  v/hich  the  iron  plugs  were 
projefted.  For,  if  we  coniider  the 
very  fmall  time  that  the  force  of 
expanfion  afts  on  the  plug  in  pufli- 
ing  it  out,  and  that  the  plug,  of 
2Alb.  weight,  was  projefted  with 
a  velocity  of  more  than  20  feet  in 
a  fecond  of  time,  and  thrown  to  the 
diftance  of  415  feet  by  this  force; 
fo  afting,  the  intenfity  of  the  force 
will  appear  to  be  truly  allonifh- 
ing. 

2dly,  We  may  hence   form  an 


eflimate  of  the  quantity  \v'hlch  the 
water  expands  by  freezing.  For 
the  longeil  cylinder  of  ice  was  ob- 
ferved  to  be  Bf-  inches  without  the 
hole;  to  this  add  li,  the  thicknefs 
of  the  metal,  or  length  of  the  hole, 
and  the  fum,  or  10  inches,  is  the 
whole  length  of  the  cylinder  of  ice, 
the  diameter  of  which  is  i-j^q  inches ; 
and  hence  its  fo'id  content  is 
1.7'^  X  10  X  7854  cubic  inches. 

But  the  diameter  of  the  fpherical 
cavity,  filled  with  water,  is  9^'^ 
inches;  and  therefore  9. i^xf-X. 
7854  is  the  content  of  the  water  in 
cubic  inches. 

Hence  then  the  content  of  the 
water  is  to  the  increafe  by  expan- 
fion, as  I  of  9.1^  to  10  times  1.7*, 
or  as  502.4  to  28.9,  or  as  174^0 
10.  So  that  the  water,  in  this  in- 
ftance,  expanded  in  freezing,  by  a 
quantity  which  is  between  the  17th 
and  1 8th  part  of  itfelf. 

C.H. 


Cafe  of  a  Patient  n.vho  difcharged  the 
Pnp^e  of  the  Mifca  Cibaria.  By 
W.  White,  M.D.  and  F.  R.  S. 
With  Ohfervations  by  J.  Church, 
J.  M.  From  lilemoirs  of  the  Me- 
dical Society  ©/"London,  vol.  ii. 

JW  A  T  S  O  N,  aged  about  30 
,  years,  by  trade  a  watchmaker, 
iober  and  temperate,  but  indulging 
a  fedentary  life,  having  been  fome 
time  ill,  came  over  here  to  put  him- 
felf  under  my  care.  I  found  him. 
much  emaciated,  his  complexion 
very  yellow,  he  had  violent  pains 
with  forenefs  and  tenfion  about  the 
region  of  the  liver,  his  body  very 
coftlve,  ftools  clayey  and  tenacious, 
urine  in  fmall  quantity  and  high- 
coloured,  pulfe  quick  and  tenfe,  he 
had  frequent  rigors,  and  other 
fymptoms 
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fymptoms  of  pyrexia.  But  what 
tliftreffed  him  the  moll,  was  a  con- 
ftant  and  extreme  coldneis  in  the 
lower  extremities,  which  neither  a 
lire  nor  the  warmeft  covering  had 
power  to  relieve  for  any  time  toge- 
ther. 

It  is  unneceflary  W  give  a  par- 
ticular detail  of  the  means  ufed  for 
his  recovery  ;  fuftice  it  to  fay,  that 
by  repeated  bleedings  (his  blood 
being  very  fizy)  cooling  purgatives, 
nitrous  medicines,  and  blifters  over 
the  hepatic  region,  in  about  a  fort- 
night he  was  much  recovered,  and 
finding  every  complaint,  except  the 
coldnefs  in  his  legs  and  feet,  nearly 
gone,  he  went  home  about  fifteen 
miles  from  this  city.  My  pre- 
fcriptions  now  were  powders  of  the 
columbo  root,  with  a  folution  of/al 
a'iurcticiis,  and  once  a  week  a  calo- 
mel bolus  at  niglK,  with  40  opening 
draught  next  morning. 

In  about  a  month  I  had  a  letter 
from  his  apothecary,  from  which  the 
following  is  an  extradt : 

"  Mr.  Watfon  has  continued  his 
powders  jegular'y  till  within  this 
week,  when  he  reduced  the  num- 
ber. He  finds  his  appetite  encreafe 
even  to  be  deemed  voracious,  yet 
is  careful  not  to  overload  his  ilo- 
mach.  iVotwitliftanding  after  each 
meal  he  complains  of  pain  about 
the  breail,  with  a  fenfe  of  fulnefs, 
III  general  he  is  regular  for  ftools, 
but  lafl  night,  being  more  than 
ufually  coftive,  he  took  the  purga- 
tive, with  which  he  had  two  llools 
in  the  morning,  and  difcharged  an 
immenfe  number  of  worms,  two  or 
three  of  which  at  his  defire  I  fend 
herewith,  they  were  all  very  lively. 
His  pulfe  is  good,  and  he  thinks 
himfelf  in  every  refpeft  vallly  bet- 
ter ;  his  legs  have  begun  to  gain 
their  natural  warmth,  yet  he  con- 


tinues  the  additional  covering  and 
friiEtions.  I  hope  the  worms  will 
reach  you  alive," 

Thus  far  his  apothecary.  I  re- 
ceived the  worms,  which  were  evi- 
dently a  fpecies  of  maggot,  in  a 
very  lively  Hate ;  putting  them  out 
of  the  pill  box,  they  crept  about 
with  furprifing  quicknefs,  not  with 
the  wriggling  motion  of  the  com- 
mon maggot,  but  very  nimbly  upon 
their  numerous  feet,  in  which  they 
feem  to  differ  from  the  common 
ones,  which  I  think  have  no  feet. 

Being  replaced  into  the  box,  they 
were  depofited  in  a  deik,  when, 
after  fome  weeks,  examining  them 
again,  I  found  them  metamorphofed 
from  a  worm  ftate  inlio  beautiful 
infers  of  the  fly  kind,  but  thefe 
were  dead  from  want  of  nourifnment 
and  air.  The  cJiryfales  being  now 
become  dry  and  empty  hufks. 

Thefolloit)ing  Remarks , 'with  a  Dfaiv- 
ing  of  the  Lifedy  ivere  commimi- 
catid  by  Mr.  Church,  One  of  the 
Council  of  the  Medical  Society. 

The  infedl  mentioned  in  Dr. 
White's  paper,  is  the  Mufca  Ciba- 
ria  of  Linnxus.  The  larva  of  it  is 
found  in  old  culinary  fubftances, 
efpecially  in  old  rotten  cheefe,  and 
it  feems  highly  probable  that  the 
patient  had  {'wallowed  fome  of  them 
with  his  food,  which  pafled  unhurt 
through  the  ftomaclT,  into  the  liver, 
after  having  entered  by  the  biliary 
duds.  This  I  am  the  more  readily 
induced  to  believe  was  the  cafe 
from  a  circumftance  which  hap- 
pened to  me  in  pradice  fome  years 
ago  :  a  child  difcharged  per  anum, 
a  live  worm  with  feet,  which  proved 
to  be  the  larva  of  the  Phry^anea 
grandis,  or  cadworm,  ufed  as  a  bait 
by  anglers ;  now  as  this  is  an  aquatic 

infed. 
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infefl, and  fee-.i-  unclcrwater  on  other 
aquatic  iiifeds,  it  is  airriolt  certain  it 
rnuit  have  been  {wallowed  with  fame 
water,  aud  palled  unhurt  through 
tlie;inteftirLal  tube  till  it  was  dif- 
-cliarged. 

I'hat  the  aftion  of  the  llomach 
wVA  not  always  kill  infe6ts,  is  evi- 
dent from  the  circumftance  of  the 
Ajcaris  LHmhrkoides  living  in  it  un- 
hurt. '^r\\Q  pbal,£fin  pinguinalis  alfo 
not  only  lives  but  is  nourillied,  and 
nPidergoes  feveral  metamorphofes  in 
the  ftomach,  till  at  length  it  pro- 
duces its  moth.  Tl\e  wcrais  dif- 
charged  by  Dr.  White's  patient, 
appear  to  have  been  in  the  chryfa- 
lis  Hate,  and  though  tl^e  circum- 
ftance of  their  having  feet  and  mov- 
ing them  is  rather  fmgular,  a#  the 
pupes  of  moft  m:fcfe  are  entirely 
motionlefs,  yet  as  we  ki-^ow  that  the 
pupa;  of  feme  other  infctls  as  grylli, 
hlatt.'E,  Sec.  have  the  fame  power, 
k  is  pofublethat  fome  mufc«  pofTefs 
it  nlfo. 

P.  S.  The  fuppofition  that  thefe 
inf^fts  were  nourifhed  in  the  liver, 
and  produced  the  difeafe  under 
which  the  patient  laboured,  fecms 
to  be  much  ftrengthened  by  a  cafe 
rek.c'l  by  Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  of 
Philadelphia,  in  vol.  i.  of  the  Lon- 
don Medical  Obervations  and  In- 
quiries, where  he  defcribes  a  kind 


of  leech  of  an  uncommon  fize  which 
had  long  had  its  refidence  in  the 
liver  of  a  patient,  and  was  at  length 
difchargcd  per  anum. 

A  fimilar  cafe  is  likewife  related 
by  Mr.  PaiOcy,  in  vol.  ii.  of  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  Eflays. 


Dr.  Dancer's  Jccount  of  the  Cinna- 
mon Trees  gro^wing  i7i  the  IJland  of 
Jamaica.  From  'Tranfaaions  of 
the  Society  of  Jrts,  MamfaSiurcs, 
mid  Cemtnerce,  vol.  viii. 

H  E  cinnamon-trees  of  this 
iflatid  have  been  raifed  from 
a  few  plants  taken  along  with  a 
Igirge  colleftion  of  other  oriental 
exotics  in  a  French  ftiip,  bound 
from  the  Ifle  of  France  to  Hifpa^ 
oiola,  and  prefcnted  to  the  botanic 
garden  by  lord  Rodney,  when  he 
came  dov/n  here,  after  his  glorioys 
vidory  of  the  i  zth  of  April,  1782. 

Upon  comparing  the  parts  of  the 
tree  with  the  defciiption  and  figure 
given  by  Burman  and  other  bota- 
niils,  it  appears  to  be  the  real  Ceylon 
cinnamon,  and  of  the  beft  kind, 
called  by  the  natives  *  Raffe  Co- 
ronde :  but  the  fpecimens  of  bark 
taken  put  it  out  of  all  doubt,  being, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  bell  judges,  of 


*  Quafidicas:   acre,  fuave,  ac  dulce  cinnamomum,  quod  verum  et  praeftan- 
tifllmum  habeiur  cinna;nomumt 

Burtnwim  'thejaiirus. 

Alteras  fpecies  funt, 


2.  CalietteCoronde,  five  amnrum. 

3.  Cappare  Coroncie,  quia  capluirae 
fapoieni  odoiemcjue  potcntiflimiim  red- 
dit. 

4.  We'ilc  Coronde,  five  arenofum. 


fur 


5.  Sewel  Coronde,  vel  mucilagino- 


6.  Nicke  Coionde. 

7.  Dawel  Coronde,  five  tympani. 

8.  Catte  Coroiule,  leu  fpinofum. 

9.  Mace  Coronde,  five  floridxim. 


Prsjter  memcratas  jam  fiieciss,  aliae  etiam  cinnamomi  diverfitates  ia  Zeylona 
obfervantur. 

an 
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an  equal,  if  not  fuperior  quality  to 
any  imported  from  India. 

The  various  and  important  ulcs 
to  whicti  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
plant  are  applied,  make  it  an  inva- 
luable acquifition  to  the  Well  India 
colonics ;  and  there  can  be  no  im- 
pediment, except  an  impolitic  pro- 
hibition, to  its  becoming  an  article 
of  general  cultivation,  and  ot  the 
molt  lucrative  commerce. 

None  of  the  botanical  writers 
whom  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  confulting,  fay  much  of  the  cul- 
tivation or  propagation  of  the  cin- 
namon ;  and  we  have  hardly  haJ 
time  to  make  fufficient  obfervations 
on  the  fubjed  of  either;  but,  for 
the  information  of  the  public,  to 
whom  it  is  a  matter  of  fome  im.port- 
ance,  1  flial!  venture  the  few  re- 
marks which  my  own  iliort  expe- 
rience enables  me  to  offer. 

The  cinnamon  plant,  though  (ac- 
cording to  the  account  of  travel- 
lers) it  grows  to  the  height  of 
twenty  or  thirty  feet,  is,  piupcrly 
fpcaking,  an  arborefccnt  one,  and 
not  a  tree  of  the  common  kind  :  it 
puts  out  numerous  fide-branches, 
with  a  denfe  foliage  from  the  very 
bottom  of  the  trunk  ;  which  fur- 
nilhes  an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
a  plenty  of  layers,  and  facilitates 
the  propagation  of  the  tree,  as  it 
does  not  perfedl  its  feeds  in  any 
quantity  under  fix  or  feven  years ; 
v/hen  it  becomes  fo  plentifully  load- 
ed, that  a  fingle  tree  is  fufficient  al- 
mort:  for  a  colony. 

The  cinnamon  feems  to  delight 
in  a  loofe,  moill  foil,  and  to  require 
a  fouthern  afpeft;  the  trees,  thus 
planted,     flouriflung     better     than 


others  growing  in  loam,  and  not  fo 
well  expofed  to  the  fun. 

When  healthy,  it  is  (from  lay- 
ers) of  a  pretty  quick  growth^ 
reaching  in  eight  years  the  heighth 
of  fifteen  or  tv^cnty  feet,  is  very 
fpreading,  and  furnifhcd  with  nu- 
merous branches,  of  a  fit  fize  for 
decoi  tication.  The  feeds,  howevei', 
are  a  long  time  in  coming  up,  and 
the  plants  make  fmall  progrefs  for 
the  firrt  year  or  two  *. 

Tlie  bell  cinnamon  bark,  accord- 
ing to  the  different  trials  1  have 
made,  is  taken  from  the  fmall 
branches,  of  about  an  inch  diame- 
ter, the  larger  limbs  not  being  io 
eafily  decorticated,  and  not  yielding 
fo  good,  or  fo  llronij  a  cinnamon. 
The  frnaller  twigs,  or  thofe  that 
have  not  acquired  a  cineritious 
bark,  are  too  full  of  fap  and  muci- 
lage, and  have  little  arcrna. 

It  is  the  ULcr,  or  inner  bark,  that 
conftitutes  the  cinnamon,  from  which 
the  two  external  barks  inert;  be  care- 
fully and  entirely  feparatcd,  or  they 
vitiate  the  fiavour  of  the  cinnamon. 
To  do  this  with  dexterity,  and  to 
raife  die  bark  from  the  wood,  re- 
quires fome  practice  ;  but  there  may 
perhaps  be  an  eafier  method  than 
that  which  I  have  made  ufe  of; 
which  was  that  of  a  common  prun- 
ing-knlfe.  l"he  bark  being  thus 
feparated,  the  finaller  pieces  are  to 
be  placed  within  the  larger;  which, 
by  cxpofure  to  the  fun  or  the  air, 
prcfently  coil  up,  and  require  no 
iurther  preparation. 

A  dry  feafon,  t  apprehend,  is  tlie 
proper  one  for  taking  the  bark  f ; 
as  I  have  found  the  cinnamon  not 
lo  ftrong  alter  long  or  heavy  rains. 


*  The  birds  appear  to  be  very  fond  of  the  berries^  and  will,  pn.'bably,  propn- 
gate  this  tree  in  the  lame  way  tliiry  ilo  many  others  every  whert  over  the  iilaiii!  j  jb 
that  in  a  Ihort  time  it  will  .>;row  fpontaneoiilly, or  witliotit  cultivation. 
>     t  Th ;  ij.oiidi  ot  May  is  the  tijnc  lor  taking  it  in  L'ey'.on. 

CinnxTiXT 
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Cinnamon  fecms  to  be  much  more 
retentive  of  its  virtues  than  any  of 
the  other  fpices ;  but  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  proper  to  protedl  it,  when 
taken,  as  much  as  poflible,  from  the 
air  and  n  oillure,  by  cloie  packing 
in  cedar  chclls. 

Having  thus  communicated  all 
that  I  am  able  from  my  own  obltr- 
vations,  refpeding  the  culture  and 
preparation  of  the  cinnamon,  I  lliall 
add  what  I  know  with  relpeft  to  the 
ules  of  its  feveral  parts. 

The  leaves,  whether  recent-  or 
dried,  are  fo  ftrongly  impregnated 
with  an  aroma,  hmilar  to  the  cin- 
namon, that  they  are  on  all  occa- 
iions  a  good  fuccedaneum  for  the 
bark,  both  in  cookery  and  medi- 
cine. DilHlled,  they  give  an  ex- 
cellent fimple  and  fpirituous  water, 
and  an  effential  oil,  of  the  nature  of 
oil  of  cloves.  Powdered,  they  are 
a  good  aromatic  fpecies,  or  mare- 
fchal  perfume. 

Every  part  of  the  tree,  according 
to  writers  of  the  bell  authority, 
affords  fome  ufeful  product.  To 
them  I  muft  refer,  till  I  have  had 
opportunity  for  experiment. 


ear  or  cone,  and  preferved  it  vvitA 
the  flag  on  it.  It  had  lain  by  un- 
regarded till  laft  year;  when  meet- 
ing with  it,  and  the  date,  place,  and 
time  of  growth  being  on  it,  1  was 
induced  to  try  if  it  would  grow. 
The  28th  of  February,  178S,  \ 
took  fix  grains,  foaked  them  in 
water  twenty-four  hours,  put  them 
in  earth  in  pots,  and  then  in  a  hot- 
houlc.  Jn  about  twenty  days  they 
began  to  appear,  and  four  out  of  fix 
grew  to  about  three  feet  high  ;  two 
produced  the  ear  completely  form- 
ed, a  cone  of  which  I  fend.  The 
pots  were  taken  out  of  the  lioufe 
the  latter  end  of  June,  and  the  ears 
gatherfed  the  beginning  of  Odober. 
Six  other  grains  were  planted  in  the 
garden  without  foaking,  but  did 
not  produce  even  figns  of  vegeta- 
tion. 

From  this  experiment  is  afcer- 
tamed  a  faft  that  feed  kept  dry 
hath  vegetated  at  the  dillance  of 
thirty-four  years  from  the  time  of 
its  being  gathered. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  &c. 

Clapham,  SaMUEL  SmiTH. 

Dec.  27,  1789. 


On  the  Vegetation  of  old  Grain.  Trom 
Tranfad!o?is  of  ike  Batli  Society, 
vol.  V. 

Gentlemen, 

AS  the  afcertaining  of  ufeful 
fafts  in  agriculture  is  the  pro- 
feffed  defign  of  the  fociety,  any 
thing  that  may  tend  to  fnew  how 
long  feed  may  retain  its  vegetative 
quality,  cannot  be  unworthy  your 
attention. 

In  the  year  1754,  my  brother,  a 
member  of  the  Bath  Society,  was 
^t  Strafburgh,  and  feeing  fome  In- 
dian corn  growing,  he  gathered  an 


Defcription  of  the  Kanguroo.     From 
Philip'/  Voyage  to  Botany  Bay. 

Clafs  I.     MAMMALIA. 

Order  III.     Ferse. 

Genus  X^TL  Didelphis.— L/«.  S)J!. 

Nat.  p.  71.  N°  17 

Genus  XXTI.  Opoffum.— P^««.////?. 

^ladr.  p.  301. 

KANGUROO. 

S   Y    N   O  N    Y    M    A. 

Jerboa  Giganten,  ZhnmcrinfitooI.Cecgr.  5;&. 
K  inguroo,  Cojk'i  Voy.  iii.  p.  577.  pi.  20. 
Kar.^ui'u,  B'lji.  Quadr.  p.  3c6.pl.  SS- 
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THIS  fmgular    quadrapcd   at 
firfl:  fight,  on  account  of  the 
extreme  difproportionate    fhortnefs 
of  the  fore  legs,  feems  to  belong  to 
the  Jerboa  genus,  but  a  further  in- 
fpedion    will    immediately    prove, 
that  it  is  related  to  that  of  the  OpoJJum. 
The  length  of  the  fpccimens  brought 
over  to  England  hitherto  has  varied 
much;  the    longell  eight   feet    five 
inches  from  the  tip  of  the  nofe  to 
the  end  of  the  tail ;  and  fome  have 
been  found  to  weigh  as  fir  as  150 
pounds,  though  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved, that  this  is  by  no  means  the 
largeft  fize  they  will  arrive  at.  The 
greateft   circumference   of  the  ani- 
mal   is    round    the    bottom    of  the 
belly  and  hips ;    being  very   fmall 
about  the    head  and  neck,  and  en- 
creafing  gradually  downwards  ;  the 
fore    legs    of  the  large (1:    yet  feen 
were  nineteen  inches  in  length  ;  the 
hinder  ones  three  feet  fsvcn  inches  ; 
the    tail    two    feet    three    quarters, 
pretty  thick  at  the  rump,  and  run- 
ning tapering  to  the  end.    The  ears 
are  pretty  large,  and  for  the  molt 
part  Hand  ereci,  the  make   of  the 
head   not  inelegant,  fomewhat    re- 
fembling  that  of  a   fawn.     In  the 
upper  jaw  are  fix  cutting  teeth  and 
four  grinders,  with  a  vacant  fpace 
between,  as   there    are    no    canine 
teeth.     In   the  under  jaw  are  two 
cutting  teeth,  which  are  very  long, 
greatly  refembling  thofe  of  a  fqair- 
rel,  with   four  grinders,  to  anfvver 
thofe    above.     The   fore   legs    are 
furnilhed    with    five   toes,   and   as 
many  claws,  but  their  fnortnefs  pre- 
vents their  being  applied  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  walking ;  and   the    ufe  the 
animal  makes  of  them  is  merely  for 
digging  holes,  or  bringing  the  food 
to  its  mouth.     The  hinder  legs  are 
very  ftrong,  and  when  fitting,  the 
kanguroo  rells  on  them  the  wliole 


of  their  length,  the  rump  being  ele- 
vated feveral  inches  from  the 
ground  ;  the  under  part  of  them  is 
callous  and  bare.  The  toes  arc 
only  three  in  number,  the  middle 
one  exceeding  the  others  greatly  in 
length  and  Itrcngth,  but  the  inner 
one  is  of  a  peculiar  Ibuflure  ;  at 
flrft  fight  appearing  fingle,  though 
on  farther  infpedlion,  it  is  really 
divided  down  the  middle,  as  well 
as  the  ball  of  the  toe  belonging  to 
it,  appearing  as  if  feparated  by  a 
fharp  inlirument.  The  tail,  when 
the  animal  is  at  reft,  feems  to  lie  at 
eafe  belund  it,  but  when  in  motion 
is  carried  for  the  molt  part  quite 
creft.  The  general  colour  of  the 
whole  fkin  is  pale  brown,  inclining 
to  alli-colour,  but  the  under  parts 
are  much  paler  than  the  upper. 

We  have  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  above  is  only  an  inhabitant  of 
New  Holland,  at  leaft  none  have 
yet  been  met  with  in  any  other 
place,  and  it  has  been  faid  that  there 
are  two  forts,  a  greater  and  a 
fmaller,  but  the  laft  we  are  inclined 
to  think  is  not  yet  fuff.ciently  af- 
certained.  From  the  make  of  the 
animal,  it  is  no  wonder  that  its  pro- 
grefTive  motion  can  only  be  by 
leaps,  which  have  been  known  to 
exceed  twenty  feet  at  a  time,  and 
this  fo  often  repeated,  as  almoft  to 
elude  the  fwiftnefs  of  the  beil  grey- 
hound ;  befides  which,  it  wil!  fre- 
quently bound  over  obftacles  of  nine 
feet  or  more  in  height,  with  the 
greateft  eafe  ;  and  if  by  chance  it  is 
overtaken  by  a  dog,  its  ftruggles 
and  ftrength  are  fo  great,  that  it 
foon  releafes  itfelf  to  aft  the  fame 
part  over  again ;  added  to  which, 
it  will  often  ufe  the  tail  as  a  weapon 
of  otFence,  ftriking  fo  hard  with  it 
as  to  make  the  dog  fhy  of  ertcoun- 
tering  with  it.  The  only  method 
therefore 
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t>.orcfore  to  obtain  them,  is  to  lie 
in  wait  with  a  gun,  and  Ihoot  them. 
It  is  {"aid,  however,  l>liat  the  nntives 
have  the  art  of  catching  them  more 
eafily. 

The  male  is  immediately  known 
by  the  fize  of  the  fcrotum,  which  is 
large  and  diftinrt.  T\\q  Jhr.ale,  on 
examination,  is  furnilhed  with  a 
large  bag  or  pouch,  as  ufual  in  this 
genus,  within  which  are  two  nipples, 
to  which  the  fcetufes  after  their  iirll 
exclufion  adhere,  being  defended  in 
tlie  pouch,  till  they  arrive  at  full 
maturity;  and  even  after  this  have 
been  obferved  to  run  into  the  pouch 
as  a  place  cf  (belter,  on  which  oc- 
cafion  the  tender  mother  contrads 
tliC  part  fo  violently  together,  that 
it  cannot  be  opened  witiiout  the 
greateli  difikulty. 

The  dimenfions  of  a  ftufFed  kan- 
garoo now  in  England,  are  as  fol- 
low: 

Length  from  the  point  of 

the  nofe  to  the  end  of  Feet.  In. 

the  tail      .      -     -     -     8       5 

Length  of  the  tail     -     -     3        i 

. head  --on 

fore  legs  -20 

■  ■  hind  legs       3        7 

Circumference  of  the  fore 

part  by  the  legs    -     -     i       9 
. — low- 
er parts      -     _     _     _     ^.       5 
Round  the  thicker  part  of 
the  tail,  wliich  gradual- 
ly tapers  to  the  end    -     i        i 

The  above  is  the  largefl:  kangu- 
roo  that  has  yet  been  feen,  and  there 
ii  every  reafon  to  believe  that  even 
this  had  not  nearly  attained  its  full 
growth. 

Lieutenant  Shortland  defcribes 
them  as  feeding  in  herds  of  about 
thu;y  or  forty,  and  aiiures  us,  that 


one  is  always  obferved  to  be  appa- 
rently upon  the  watch,  a£  a  diHance 
from  the  reft. 


Defa-iption  of  the  Marntot.  Front 
Coxg's  Travels  in  Switzerland, 
vol.  iii. 

H  E  marmot  Is  extremely 
common  in  the  mountains  of 
Switzerland,  and  particularly  in  this 
part  of  the  Grifons ;  and,  as  many 
erroneous  accounts  of  this  fagacious 
little  animal  have  been  given,  I 
ftiall  fend  you  the  following  extraft, 
felefted  from  a  defcriptlon  written 
in  the  German  tongue,  by  Dr.  Gir-< 
taner ;  which  cannot  fail  being 
highly  interelling  to  all,  who  love 
to  fearch  into  the  ccconomy  of  na- 
ture. 

The  marmot  inhabits  the  highefl 
and  molt  inacceflible  mountains  5 
prefers  the  fmall  narrow  valleys, 
and  particularly  the  v/eftcrn  or 
fouthern  afpefl,  as  the  warmeft,  and 
avoids  moift  places.  On  the  open- 
ing of  fpring,  when  he  iifues  from 
his  hole,  where  he  has  flept  during 
winter,  he  defccnds  to  the  lower  re- 
gions, where  vegetation  is  forward. 
In  fummer  he  again  afcends  to  the 
rocky  heights,  and  into  folitary  ca- 
verns. He  feeds  upon  herbs  and 
roots,  and  particularly  on  the  al- 
pine plantain,  mountain  fpingel,  al- 
pine ladies  mantle,  mountain  forrel, 
alpine  toad-flax,  alpine  trefoil,  and 
alpine  ftarwort.  When  tame,  hs 
eats  almoft  every  thing  except  flelh. 
On  drinking,  he  raifcs  up  his  head 
like  fowls  at  every  fip,  looking  on 
each  fide  witli  a  timorous  watch- 
fulnefs.  He  drinks  but  little,  to 
which  Dr.  Amilcin  attributes  his 
fatnefs.  He  is  extremely  fond  of 
butter  and  milk. 

.  As 
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At  break  of  day  the  old  marmots 
come  out  of  their  holes  and  feed ; 
afterwards  they  bring  out  their 
young  ones  ;  the  latter  fcamper  on 
all  fides,  chafe  each  other,  fit  on 
their  hind  feet,  and  remain  in  that 
pofture,  facing  towards  the  fun,  with 
an  air  expreflive  of  fatiifaction. 
They  are  all  particularly  fond  of 
warmth,  and  when  they  think  thcm- 
felves  fecure,  will  baflc  in  the  fun 
for  feveral  hours.  Before  they  col- 
lect the  grafs,  either  for  their  food, 
or  for  their  winter  habitations,  they 
forrr  themfelvesinto  a  circle,  fitting 
on  t;  eir  hind  legs,  and  reconnoitre 
on  all  fides.  On  the  leall  alarm, 
the  firft  gives  inllantly  a  ihrill  cry, 
which  is  communicated  from  one  to 
the  other,  and  they  efcape  without 
repeating  the  noife.  The  chafi"eurs, 
by  imitating  thefe  fuccelTive  whill- 
lings,  approach  fo  near  as  to  come 
within  Ihot  of  them. 

The  marmot  has  a  quick  eye,  and 
difcovers  the  enemy  at  a  confidera- 
ble  diftance.  He  never  does  the 
lead  injury  to  any  other  animal, 
and  flies  when  he  is  purfued.  In 
faifl,  when  apprehenfive  of  being 
followed,  whole  families  quit  their 
dwellings,  and  wander  from  moun- 
tain to  mountain,  although  they 
mull  again  conllrud  their  habita- 
tions :  but  when  flight  is  impoflible, 
they  defend  themfelves  with  fpirit 
againll:  men  and  dogs,  and  attack 
all  who  approach  them  with  their 
teeth  and  claws. 

They  always  live  together  in  fo- 
eieties.  They  have  both  fummer 
and  winter  dwellings,  which  are 
eafily  dillinguifhed  from  each  other. 
The  former  remain  open  during  the 
whole  year ;  whereas  the  latter  are 
clofed  at  the  end  of  September.  In 
the  fummer  dwellino-s  is  found  dung 
m  great  abundance,  but  no  hay  ;  on 
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the  contrary,  the  winter  habitations 
never  contain  any  dung,  but  much 
hay.  Near  the  latter  is  perceived 
a  more  confiderable  quantity  of 
earth,  which  annually  inc'eafes,  ac- 
cording to  the  fize  of  the  dwelling, 
and  the  augmentation  of  the  fa- 
mily. 

In  the  formation  of  their  dwel- 
lings they  fcoop  out  the  earth  with 
great  dexterity  and  expedition :  a 
fmall  part  they  throw  away,  and  by 
beating  the  remainder  clofe,  render 
the  pafl'age  very  compadil  and  folid. 
The  opening  being  fcarcely  more 
than  fix  or  feven  inches  in  diameter, 
is  jurt  large  enough  to  admit  the 
animal.  The  interior  is  from  eight 
to  twenty  feet  in  length ;  it  confills 
of  a  paiiage,  which,  at  about  five 
or  fix  feet  from  the  entrance,  di- 
vides into  two  branches :  the  one 
leading  to  a  fmall  cavity  ;  the  other 
to  the  chamber  in  which  they  re- 
pofe.  The  paflage,  and  the  two 
branches,  are  always  carried  in  a 
llraight  line,  unlefs  the  intervention 
of  a  rock,  or  any  other  impedimeiu, 
obliges  them  to  take  another  direc- 
tion. The  chamber  is  round  or 
oval,  arched  at  top,  and  in  its  form 
refembles  the  Ihapc  of  an  oven.  It 
is  from  three  to  feven  feet  in  dia- 
meter, being  larger  or  fmaller  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  the  fa- 
mily. It  is  ftrewcd  with  hay,  in 
which  the  marmots  lie  in  a  dormant 
Hate  during  the  whole  winter. 

On  retiring  to  this  dwelling  about 
the  beginning  of  Oftober,  they  care- 
fully clofe  the  entrance  fo  as  to  ex- 
clude all  air,  with  a  cement  of  earth 
mixed  with  llones  and  hay.  On 
opening  this  chamber  three  weeks 
after  it  is  clofed,  the  marmots  are 
difcovered  lying  on  the  hay  clofe  to 
each  other,  and  rolled  up  like  hodge- 
hogs,  without  the  Icalt  appearance 
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of  life.  Ufually  from  five  to  fix- 
teen  are  found  together;  fometimes> 
but  rarely,  two  families  occupy  the 
fame  dwelling ;  and  oc^afionally, 
but  very  feldom,  one  has  been  dif- 
covered  alone.  If  expofed  towarmth 
they  awaken.  The  tame  marmots 
do  not  fleep  during  winter ;  but 
on  the  approach  of  that  leafon,  ex- 
cited by  inftind,  they  rolleft  ma- 
terials tovvards  ccnftrufting  their 
dwellings.  The  v/iid  marmots  oc- 
cupy their  winter  habitation  in  Oc- 
tober, and  quit  it  tovvards  the  latter 
end  of  March  or  the  beginning  of 
April.  In  removing  the  cement 
vhich  clofes  the  opening,  they  do 
EOt  pufh  it  outwardsj  but  draw  it 


inwards,  and  probably  convey  th«' 
materials,  which  would  block  up  the; 
principal  pail'age,  into  the  fmall  ca- 
vity. 

They  copulate  foon  after  coming 
pfut :  in  June  or  July  young  ones 
have  been  obferved,  about  the  fize 
of  rats. 

It  is  probable  they  do  not  eat; 
during  their  torpid  flate  ;  for  the 
fam,e  quantity  of  hay  is  obferved 
both  in  fpring  and  autumn  in  their 
winter  habitations,  and  thofe  which 
have  been  dug  cut  in  that  feafon  are 
thin  and  perfeftly  empty. 

The  fiefh  of  the  marmot  is  eat- 
able, and  its  flcin  is  ufed  for  furs. 
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Of  the  Caufe  and  Cure  of  the  Di/eafe 
in  the  Potatoc  Plant  called  the  Curl. 
From  Tranfaiiions  of  the  Society  of 
Arts,  iaSc.  vol.  viii. 

TH  E   curl  in  potr.toes>  is  a  dif- 
eafe  \vhich  admits   of  three 
different  ftnges  or  degrees, 
ill.  The  half-curl, 
zd.  The  curl. 
3d.  The  corrupted. 

I  ft.  The  half-curled  plants  have 
leaves  fomewhat  long,  and  curled 
only  in  a  moderate  degree  :  they 
produce  a  tolerable  crop,  if  the 
iummer  be  not  very  dry ;  but  if 
otherwife,  the  potatoes  will  be  fmail 
and  watery. 

2d.  The  completely -curled  plants 
are  ftldom  more  than  fix  or  feven 
incnes  high ;  they  foon  ripen  and 
die.  The  potatoes  are  generally 
fmaller  than  a  nutmeg,  of  a  rully 
red  colour,  and  un.vKolefome  as 
food. 

3d,  The  corrupted  potatoes,  or  thofe 
in  which  the  vegetative  power  is 
nearly  deftroyed,  never  appear  above 
ground.  The  Iced  i;.ay  be  found, 
at  Michaelmas,  as  frefh,  to  appear- 
ance, as  when  it  was  fet,  with  a  few 
finall  potatoes  dole  to  it.' 

The  firft  caule  of  ihe  curl  in  po- 
tatoes muft  be  traced  to  the  manner 
in  which  che  feud  was  railed  the 
preceding  year. 

if  the  potatoes  be  fet  late  in  the 


feafon,  thai  is,  from  the  middle  of 
May  to  the  middle  of  June,  in  a 
rich  foil,  well  manured,  having  a 
fouthern  afpeft  ;  and  if  the  fummer 
fliauld  be  hot  and  dry  till  (wc  will 
fuppofe)  the  beginning  cf  Augull, 
when  tiie  blow  of  the  plants  has 
fallen  off,  then  the  feed  wiU  be  cx- 
haulted  in  feeding  the  plant  onlv  ; 
and  very  few  potatoes  will  appear. 
Siould  the  weatJier  now  become 
moilt  and  genial,  the  plants,  efpe- 
cially  if  t  ley  (hould  be  earthed,  will 
blow  afrefh,  and  a  plentiful  crop 
of  very  large  potatoes  may  yet  bs 
produced. 

Thefe  potatoes  are  perfedly  fit 
for  life  as  food;  but  as  they  were 
produced  fro.m  the  ftalk  of  the 
plrut,  after  the  feed  itfeif  was  ex- 
haufted,  they  will  be  defective  in 
moi!l:ure  and  vegetative  power : 
and  the  plants  which  proceed  from 
them' the  following  year,  will,  be 
foun-.i  to  be  curled. 

Second  caufe. — The  curl  may  be 
produced  without  manure  or  earth- 
ing, provided  the  potatoes  be  fowu 
(at  the  end  of  May)  thick  toge- 
ther, in  a  rich  foil,  and  covered 
with  green  fern,  or  other  litter, 
before  the  plants  appear.  The  rain 
rots  the  fern  or  litter,  and  enables 
it  to  penetrate  as  a  manure  to  the 
roots ;  and  the  plants  are  forced,  as 
in  the  preceding  experiment,  tp  a 
fecond  growth  and  blow.    The  feed 
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thus    ralfed    produced   plants  that 
were  curled. 

The  forcing  potatoes  by  cultiva- 
tion, as  above  defcribed,  1  find  to  be 
the  caufe  of  the  curl,  both  from  my 
own  experiments,  repeated  for  feve- 
ral  years  fucceffively,  and  alio  from 
the  oblervations  I  have  made  upon 
the  -iracftlce  and  ill  fuccefs  of  my 
neighbours. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  flowers 
of  many  plants,  fuch  as  the  poppy, 
the  rofe,  and  many  others,  are  much 
altered  by  cultivation;  they  become 
double,  the  ftamina  are  converted 
into  petals,  the  generic  charafter  is 
loft,  they  become  what  botanills  call 
Monfters ;  the  parts  of  generation 
being  changed,  no  feed  is  produced. 
If  I  may  be  allowed  to  confider 
any  part  of  a  plant  in  which  the 
vegetative  power  refides  as  a  feed, 
it  will  be  found  that  rich  cultiva- 
tion produces,  if  not  abfolutely  the 
fame,  at  leail  a  fimilar  imperfedion 
in  the  potatoe ;  for  the  flower  and 
the  bulbous  root  are  both  enlarged 
by  cultivation.  In  the  flower,  little 
or  no  feed  is  produced :  in  the  po- 
tatoe, the  vegetative  power  is  im- 
paired or  deflroyed,  according  to 
the  degree  of  the  difeafe. 

It  is  obfervable  that,  wherever 
the  vegetative  power  is  impaired, 
there  is  always  a  deficiency  of 
moifture ;  which  is  proved  by  the 
following  experiment,  from  which 
it  appears,  that  both  healthy  and 
curled  plants  may  be  railed  from 
the  fame  potatoe. 

Dig  up,  in  the  beginning  of  Oc- 
tober, fome  potatoes  raifed  as  is 
defcribed  in  the  preceding  pages. 
Amongft  the  largeft  will  be  found 
fome  that  have,  in  different  parts, 
different  degrees  of  moifture,  the 
leaft  at  the  butt,  and  the  moft  at 
the    grown    end,    the   quantity  of 


moifture  gradually  incrcafing  from 
the  butt  to  the  crown.  Take  one 
fet  from  the  crown,  and  another 
from  the  butt :  the  former  will  pro- 
duce an  healthy,  the  latter  a  curled 
plant.  The  curl-producing  pota- 
toes are  alfo  obierved  to  be  drier 
both  before  and  after  boiling,  and 
are  boiled  in  a  ftiorter  time. 


The  Mcde  of  pre'venting  the  Curl  in 
,•  Potatoes. 

The  following  dlrei5l!ons  for  cul- 
tivating potatoes,  'uly  obferved,  will 
efi'ediually  prevent  the  curl ;  as  1 
have  found  by  various  and  repeated 
experiments,  made  with  great  care 
and  attention,  during  thefe  laft  feven 
years. 

The  beft  time  of  fetting,  is  from 
the  beginning  of  April  to  the  middle 
of  May.  Make  ridges  a  yard  a- 
funder  :  put  your  manure  firft  into 
the  trench,  and  with  moderation : 
fet  the  potatoes  in  a  triangular 
form,  five  or  fix  inches  afunder; 
cover  them  with  the  foil  to  the 
thicknefs  of  five  or  fix  inches. 
There  is  but  little  danger  of  laying 
on  too  much  of  the  foil :  the  deeper 
are  the  fets,  the  better  will  they  be 
protected  from  the  fcorching  heat 
of  the  fun,  if  the  feafon  ftiould  be 
dry.  This  diftance  of  five  or  fix 
inches  is  fo  fmall  as  to  prevent  the 
plants  growing  too  rank,  and  yet 
fufficient  for  each  of  them  to  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fun  and  the  air. 

2dly.  When  they  have  grown  to 
the  height  of  fix  or  feven  inches 
above  the  ground,  you  muft  not 
earth  them,  as  is  the  ufual  praftice. 
You  muft  take  away  the  weeds, 
and  may  draw  a  little  mould  to 
them  ;  but  you  muft  be  careful  to 
do  it  before  the  blofiTom-lruds  appear, 
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which  time  is  generally  about  the 
end  of  June. 

They  will  now  require  no  further 
care,  excepting  that  of  weeding. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  early  fetting 
is  advantageous,  on  account  of  the 
greater  chaqce  of  early  rain,  which 
will  be  very  beneficial  to  the  planis 
if  the  fummer  (hould  he  dry.  By 
this  proccfs,  the  plants  will  be 
healthy ;  the  young  potatoes  will 
be  formed  in  due  feafon ;  they  will 
grow  gradually;  the  plant  will  ripen 
and  die  in  due  time,  and  will  not  be 
forced  into  a  fecond  growth  by  the 
rain  which  may  fall  in  September. 
The  fap  being  thus  left  in  the  po- 
tatoe,  it  becomes  a  Jee^  endued  with 
an  unimpaired  perfefl  vegetative 
power ;  and  the  plants  Vv'hich  are 
raifed  from  them  will  be  found  to 
be  entirely  free  from  the  curl. 

N.  B.  The  potatoes  may  be  dug 
as  foon  as  they  can  be  handled  with- 
out crulhing  the  peel,  that  is,  about 
the  end  of  September. 

Sound  potatoes  are  procured  with 
the  greateft  certainty  from  earth 
that  has  been  peeled  and  bu'-nt : 
the  foil  thus  prepared  is  well  fulted 
to  the  growth  of  potatoes.  In  this 
they  grow  gradually,  and  are  not 
forced  beyond  their  natural  fize  :  in 
doubtful  feed,  it  is  fafeft  to  plant  the 
fmallelt  potatoes  'wbo/e. 

The  foil  the  moll  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  curl,  is  that  which  is  rich 
in  itfelf,  much  manured,  and  has  a 
fouthern  afpect.  In  other  fituations, 
where  the  foil  is  not  rich.  anJ  the 
garden  is  cold,  either  from  its  being 
upon  the  fide  of  a  hill,  or  expofed 
to  the  north,  the  curl  has  not  yet 
appeared ;  which  is  known  to  be 
the  cafe  in  the  mountainous  part .  of 
Radnorfliire  and  Montgomerydiire. 
This  Is  pcrfetWy  confonant  w  it.i  my 
theory ;  for  where  the  foil  is  poor. 


and  the  fituation  cold,  the  plants 
cannot  be  forced  into  a  fecond 
growth  by  earthing  and  manure. 

I  do  not  mean  to  difluade  thofe 
who  are  anxious  to  raife  large  crops 
for  immediate  ufe,  from  earthing  and 
manuring  to  the  utmoft  extent;  I 
only  caution  them  againll  ufing  po- 
tatoes fo  raifed,  for  feed.  By  earth- 
ing and  manuring,  you  will  doubt- 
lefs  raife  large  crops  of  large  pota- 
toes perfedly  good,  as  food,  butim- 
pcrfeft  as  feed ;  for  the  vegetative 
power  will  be  impaired  by  this  forc- 
ing cultivation.  Hence  it  will  be 
the  intereft  of  every  prudent  culti- 
vator, to  allot  a  portion  of  his  po- 
tatoe-garden  to  the  raifing  of  leed- 
potatoes.  If  the  directions  which  I 
have  given  be  followed,  I  have  not 
the  leaft  doubt  of  fuccefs ;  at  lead 
I  am  certain  that  the  curl  will  not 
make  its  appearance. 

The  potatoe  is  alfo  liable  to  other 
diforders :  in  very  dry  feafons,  ex- 
crefcences  will  arife,  vulgaily  called 
the  fcab ;  in  moift  feafons,  little 
holes  or  cavities  appear,  called  the 
canker  i  and  both  thefe  dilbiders 
increafe  according  to  the  length  of 
time  they  remain  in  the  earth,  afcer 
having  acquired  matu/ity.  it  i( 
mere  than  probable,  tiiat  thefe  dif, 
orde-rs  may  nallen  the  decay,  and 
caule  the  curl. 

O'.ie  met  lod  of  preventing  the 
difeaie,  namely,  by  c'langing  the 
feed,  has  been  already  mtntioned  : 
another  fource  of  prevention  offers, 
from  raifing  new  kiads  from  the 
feed  or  apple  cf  the  plant,  or  the 
fame  kinds  renewed  again  from  the 
feed.  Railing  new  kinds  from  feed, 
hovvfver,  requires  no  fmal!  portion 
of  difcernmcnt;  for  the  feed  from 
the  lame  plant  will  produce  fo 
many  varieties,  that  it  requires  nice 
judgment  of  the  cultivator  properly 
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to  releiEl.  Great  numbers,  from  in- 
fpeftion  only,  will  be  weeded  Out 
and  rcjefted;  andof  thofe  retained, 
more  will  be  ag\iin  rejefted,  the 
fucceeding  and  following  years :  of 
the  remaining  few,  there  may  dif- 
ferent charaderS  flill  exift ;  fuch  as 
ill  or  well  flavoured,  clofc  or  coarfe 
grained,  produftive,  non-produc- 
tive, &c.  Sec.  Each  may  have  their 
refpedive  value :  but  I  think  it  may 
be  generally  aHerted,  that  the  finer 
kinds  fooner  degenerate  ;  the  coa:  fe 
kinds,  which  are  almoll,  if  not  al- 
ways, more  prodiidlive,  retain  their 
vigour  the  longeft.  The  following 
example  confirms  this  opinion. 

.Spring,  1785. — I  procuredan£W 
khid  of  potatoe,  called  a  Daeb, 
lately  raifed  from  feed;  where,  I 
know  not :  the  character  of  which 
vyas,  large,  coarfe- grained,  ftrong- 
flavoured,  and  of  ccurfe  rejeded 
from  the  table ;  but  being  very  pro- 
dudive,  vvasvufefal  for  cattle.  The 
lall  year,  it  was  fo  much  improved, 
as  to  be  no  longer  rejeded  ;  it  flill 
retains  the  quality  of  being  pro- 
dudtive,  even  fo  much  as  yielding, 
this  prefent  year,  fit  bufhels  from 
every  fratute  perch.  It  fhould  be 
obferved,  that  the  prefent  very  luxu- 
riant crop  may  be  in  great  meafure 
owing  to  having  been  planted  on  a 
virgin  foil,  which  was  never  before 
improved,  or  bro':en  up ;  very  little 
dung  was  ufed.  Here  is  an  eWdent 
change  for  the  better  ;  the  plants 
are  vigorous,  and  there  is  at  pre- 
fent no  appearance  of  decay  :  this 
new  foil  may  be  a  means  of  pre- 
ferving  the  plant  a  few  years  longer; 
but  a  total  change  of  feed  will,  in 
tim?,  become  abiolutely  neceiTary, 

Hence  it  fnculd  appear,  that  al- 
though the  diL-afe,  after  the  prefent 
ftock  has  been,  ta  a  certain  degree. 


infeded,  can  never  be  cured,  yet 
means  may  be  taken  for  prevention : 
and  that  this  is  the  cafe  in  this  dif- 
trift,  is  evident ;  few  crops,  of  late 
years,  having  failed,  by  being  much 
infed^d  with  this  diforder  ;  for, 
wherever  the  curl  has  appeared,  in 
ever  fo  fmall  a  degree,  that  (lock 
has  been  rejefled  by  the  attentive- 
cultivator,  and  new  feed  obtained. 

I  am  the  more  encouraged  to 
ofter  you  thefe  hints,  for  that,  after 
having  drawn  them  up,  in  the  man- 
ner here  fent,  I  read  them  over  to 
a  very  intelligent  farmer  in  this 
neighbourhood,  who  faid  that  thefe 
thoughts  totally  correlponded  with 
his  own.  1  have  Ihewn  them  alfo^ 
to  a  refpeftable  clergyman,  who,  to 
his  other  many  excellent  qualities, 
is  always  ready  to  communicate  in- 
formation, and  has  favoured  me 
with  the  following  extraft  from  a 
private  letter. 

"  A  labouring  man  in  my  neigh- 
bourhood has  got  a  very  good  po- 
tatoe :  the  only  fault  is,  that  out  of 
four  plants,  three  of  them  are  abo- 
minably curled  ;  on  which  account, 
I  defired  he  would  give  me  four 
potatoes.  From  each  potatoe  I  took 
a/,bocf,  not  a.  Jef,  in  order  to  fee  if 
the  ikoots  viould  be  curled;  they 
were  not :  fo,  poffibly,  th'ir  not  be- 
ing curled  may  be  accidental,  or 
polTibly  the  cur!  may  arife  from  the 
jet  planted.  Another  year,  I  v.dll 
plant  a  dozen,  or  more,  of  thefe 
potatoe  fhcots:  then,  if  there  Hiould 
be  r.o  curl,  1  fhall  be  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  the  curl  arifes  from 
fome  difeafe  in  the  /et.  What  I 
mean  by  a  fhoot,  it — I  put  three  or 
four  fets  into  a  flower-pot ;  when 
they  have  fhot  to  b^  about  twa 
inches  high,  and  have  fibres,  I  take 
tlie  fets  up,  and,  with  a  knife,  cut 
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the  {hoots  ofF,  leaving  not  the  leaft 
piece  of  a  fet  on  the  flioot.  [  then 
plant  the  flioots. 

Hurfeley,  S.  H." 

22d  July,  1789. 

It  (hould  appear,  from  t'le  above 
ingenious  experiment,  o:  which  fu- 
ture trials  will  confute  or  confirm 
the  fad,  that  it  corroborates  the 
above  theory,  by  proving  the  difeafe 
in  the  fet;  and  which,  when  the 
caufe  or  feat  of  diforder  is  lopped 
away,  the  cure  is  eifcded  by  the 
force  of  nature  to  heal  itfelf,  and 
the  power  of  vegetation  on  the 
fmall  fibres,  whicli  retain  newly- 
acquired  life,  though  from  an  in- 
fcded  parent  Ilock. 


Method  of  culii'vating  and  curing 
Turkey  Rhubarb  from  Seed.  From 
the  fame, 

I  HAVE  ufually  fown  the  feed 
about  the  beginning  of  Februa- 
ry, on  a  bed  of  good  foil  (if  rather 
fandy,  the  better)  expofed  to  an 
eail  or  weft  afped,  in  preference  to 
the  fouth  ;  obierving  a  full  fun  to 
be  prejudicial  to  the  vegetation  of 
the  feeds,  and  to  the  plants  whilll 
young. 

The  feeds  are  beft  fown  mode- 
rately thick  (broad-caft)  treading 
them  regularly  in,  as  is  ufual  with 
parfneps  and  odier  light  feeds,  and 
then  raking  the  ground  fmooth,  I 
have  fometimes,  when  the  feafon 
has  been  wrt,  made  a  bed  for  fcw- 
ing  the  rhubarb  feeds  upon,  about 
two  feet  thick,  with  new  uung  from 
the  fluble,  covering  it  near  one 
foot  thick  with  good  foil.  The  in- 
tent cf  this  bed  is  not  for  the  fnlie 
©f  warmth,  but  folely  to  prevent  the 


rifing  of  earth-worms,  which,  in  a 
moift  feafon,  will  frequently  deftroy 
the  young  crop. 

If  the  feed  is  good,  the  plants 
often  rife  too  thick;  if  fo,  when 
they  have  attained  fix  leaves,  they 
fhould  be  taken  carefully  up  (where 
too  clofe)  leaving  the  ftanding  crop 
eight  or  ten  inches  apart :  thofe 
taken  up  may  be  planted  at  ths 
fame  dillance,  in  a  frefli  fpot  of 
ground,  in  order  to  furniih  other 
plantations.  When  the  plants  in 
general  are  grown  to  the  fi7.e  that 
cabbage-plants  are  ufaally  fet  out 
for  a  ftanding  crop,  they  are  beft 
planted  where  they  are  to  remain, 
in  beds  four  feet  wide,  one  row 
along  the  middle  of  the  bed,  leav- 
ing two  yards  diftance  betwixt  the 
plants,  allowing  an  alley  betweea 
the  beds  about  a  foot  wide,  for  con- 
veniency  of  weeding  the  plants. 

In  the  autumn,  when  the  decayed 
leaves  are  removed,  if  the  fhoveling 
of  the  alleys  are  thrown  over  the 
crowns  of  the  plants,  it  will  be 
found  of  fervice. 

Culii-vadlon  of  Turkey  Rhubarb  hj 
cfffets. 

On  taking  up  fome  plants  the 
laft  fpring,  I  Hipped  oft"  feveral  cf:'- 
fets  from  the  heads  of  large  plants  : 
thefe  I  fet  vv-ith  a  dibble,  about  a 
foot  apart,  in  order,  if  I  found  them 
thrive,  to  remove  them  into  other 
beds.  On  examining  them  in  the. 
autumn,  I  was  furprifed  to  fee  the 
progrcfi  they  had  made,  and  pleafed 
to  be  able  to  furniih  my  beds  with 
fgrty  plants  in  the  moft  thriving 
ftate. 

Though  this  was  rr.y  fir  ft  expe- 
riment of  its  kind,  1  do  ret  mean 
lo  arrogate  ths  difccvcry  to  myfelf', 
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having  known  it  recently  tried  by 
others,  but  without  being  informed 
©f  their  fuccci's.  I  have  realon  to 
think  tiiis  valuable  drug  will,  by  this 
method,  be  brought  much  fooner  to 
perfcdion  than  from  feed. 

Method  of  curing  Rhubarb. 

The  plants  may  be  taken  up 
either  early  in  the  fpring,  or  in  au- 
-tumn,  when  the  leaves  are  decayed, 
in  dry  v.eather  if  polhble,  when  the 
roots  are  to  be  cleared  from  dirt 
(without  wafhing)  :  let  them  be 
cut  into  pieces,  and  with  a  fliarp 
knife  freed  from  the  outer  coat,  and 
cxpofed  to  the  fun  and  air  for  a 
few  days,  to  render  the  outfide  a 
little  dry. 

In  order  to  accelerate  the  curing 
of  the  largefl  pieces,  a  hole  may  be 
fcooped  out  with  a  penknife  :  thefe 
and  the  fmaller  parts  are  then  to  be 
ftrung  on  packthread,  and  hung  up 
in  a  warm  room  (I  have  always  had 
the  conveniency  of  fuch  a  one  over 
a  baker's  oven)  where  it  is  to  re- 
main till  perfectly  dry.  Each  piece 
may  be  rendered  more  fightly  by  a 
common  file,  fixing  it  in  a  fmall 
vice  during  that  operation  :  after- 
wards rub  over  it  a  very  fine  pow- 
der, which  the  fmall  roots  furnifh 
in  beautiful  perfedion,  for  this  and 
©very  other  purpofe  where  rhubarb 
is  required. 


j^cccunt  cf  a  ne-iu  Method  of  ger.erat- 
:7ig  Teajl;  in  Tnjjo  Letters,  from 
the  Reu.  William  Mafoa  cf  Allon. 
From  the  fme. 

LAST   fpring,   I   requeued    a 
friend  to  inquire  of  you  fome 
particulars  concerning  the  premium 


which  the  fociety  had  offered  on  the 
produftion  of  ycalt,  of  which  you 
obligingly  gave  him  full  informa- 
tion. As  1  found  November  was 
the  month  in  which  the  matter  was 
to  be  decided,  1  deferred  troubling 
you  any  more  till  I  had  caufcd  an 
experiment  to  be  repeatedlv  tried  ; 
which  a  domelric  of  mine,  who 
brews  for  me,  had  at  that  time  firil 
made. 

I  had  juft  before,  with  his  afTif- 
tance,  impregnated  wort  with  fixed 
air,  or  rather  a  decodlion  of  malt 
in  water,  according  to  Dr.  Henry's 
ingenious  method  *,  and  by  the 
yeart  thereby  obtained,  produced 
good  bread.  This  led  him,  un- 
known to  me,  to  try  whether  the 
experiment  would  not  fucceed  full 
as  well  without  fixed  air;  which 
he  found  it  did.  He  accordingly 
brought  me  a  fmall  vefTel  with  a  full 
head  of  yeail:  upon  it,  afTuring  me 
with  fome  degree  of  exultation,  that 
neither  oil  of  vitriol  with  chalk,  nor 
any  portion  of  old  yeail,  had  been 
employed  on  the  occafion.  This 
greatly  furprifed  me  ;  and  I  then 
defired  he  would  proceed  with  the 
experiment  in  his  own  way,  and 
endeavour  to  increafe  the  quantity 
already  made,  by  what  additional 
decoftion  of  malt  and  water  he 
might  think  proper;  infifling  only 
that  nothing  but  malt,  v/ater,  and 
heat,  lliould  be  employed  for  the 
purpofe.  He  did  {o,  and  in  a  few 
days  increafed  the  original  quantity 
till  it  became  fufficient  to  work  a 
hogfhead  of  fmall-beer,  which  pro- 
duced ten  pounds  weight  of  perfeft 
yeaft;  and  this,  being  foon  after  put 
on  a  vat  for  a  hogfhead  of  ale,  was 
found  to  be  augmented  to  forty-two 
pounds. 
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The  difcovery  therefore  is  fimply 
this :  "  that  yeaft  is  not  (as  has,  I 
believe,  been  hitherto  thought) 
fome  peculiar  and  unknown  fub- 
Itance,  neceflary  to  be  added  to 
wort,  in  order  to  put  it  into  a  fer- 
menting ftate  ;  but  that  male  boiled 
in  water  will  generate  it  (as  the 
chemitls  fay)  perfe,  if  the  following 
circumftances  be  attended  to  : 

"  I  ft.  That  the  proccfs  be  begun 
with  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  decoc- 
tion. 

"  2Jly,  That  it  be  kept  in  an 
equal  degree  of  heat.     And, 

"  3dly.  That,  when  the  fermenta- 
tion is  begun,  it  Ihould  be  aflifted 
and  augmented  with  frefh  decoc- 
tions of  the  fame  liquor." 

The  proportions  and  method  which 
my  fervant  has  found  generally  to 
fucceed,  I  will  now  give  you,  as 
taken  from  his  own  words,  in  the 
form  of  a  recipe. 

Procure  three  earthen  or  wooden 
veflcls  of  different  fizes  and  aper- 
tures, one  capable  of  holding  two 
quarts,  the  other  three  or  four,  and 
the  third  five  or  fix  :  boil  a  quarter 
of  a  peck  of  malt  for  about  tight 
or  ten  minutes,  in  three  pints  of 
water;  and  when  a  quart  is  poured 
off  from  the  grains,  let  it  ftand  in 
a  cool  place,  till  not  quite  cold,  but 
retaining  that  degree  of  heat  which 
the  brewers  ufually  find  to  be  pro- 
per when  they  begin  to  work  their 
liquor.  Then  remove  the  veffel 
into  fome  warm  fuuation  near  a  fire, 
where  the  thermometer  ftands  be- 
tween 70  and  80  degrees  (Fahren- 
heit) and  there  let  it  remain  till  the 
fermentation  begins,  which  will  be 
plainly  perceived  within  thirty  hours ; 
and  then  two  quarts  more  of  a  like 
decodlion  of  malt,  when  cool,  as  the 
firlt  was ;  and  mix  the  whole  in  the 
largef-fizcd  vefiel,  and  llir  it  well  in, 


which  muft  be  repeated  in  the  ufual 
way,  as  it  rifes  in  a  common  vat : 
then  add  a  ftill  greater  quantity  ot 
the  fame  decoflion,  to  be  worked 
in  the  largeft  veffel,  which  will  pro- 
duce yealt  enough  for  a  brewing  of 
forty  gallons. 

P.  S.  Jt  may  be  proper  to  add, 
that  my  fervant  is  of  opinion,  that 
a  proper  quantity  of  hops  boiled  in 
the  liquor,  makes  the  fermentation 
proceed  better;  but  as  it  may,  and 
has  actually  fucceeded  without  fuch 
addition,  I  would  willingly  wifli 
them  to  be  omitted,  to  prevent  the 
bread  baked  with  it  from  tailing 
bitter.  Experience  only  can  decide 
this ;  and  farther  experience  is  itill 
wanted,  to  make  a  perfedl  recipe 
for  the  operation. 

Dear  Sir, 
ACCORDING  to  my  promife,  I 
write  to  inform  you  of  the  refult  of 
fome  more  experiments  which  have 
been  made  here,  under  my  diredlion, 
relative  to  yeaft;  and  the  rather, 
becaufe  they  were  made  by  means 
of  a  very  fimple  apparatus,  which 
I  think  will  be  found  very  conve- 
nient on  ftiip-board,  and  alfo  in 
cottages,  &c.  It  is  merely  a  wooden 
box,  of  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
inches  fquare,  open  on  one  fide,  in 
which  a  vefiel  containing  the  wort 
is  placed ;  and  then  the  box  is  fet 
with  the  open  fide  clofe  to  a  wall, 
heated  by  a  fire  on  the  other  fide, 
when  the  thermometer  indicates  the 
wall  to  be  about  80"  :  fo  that  I 
imagine  the  back  of  a  chimney  in 
a  fhip,  or  behind  an  oven  or  kitchen- 
fire  in  a  cottage,  would  be  found 
very  convenient  for  the  procefs ;  as 
the  veiTel  might  be  there  furrounded 
with  a  fmall  atmofphere  of  air,  fuf- 
ficiently  warm  at  the  firft,  and  ca- 
pable  of  being  continued   at   the 
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fame  equable  tenlperature  for  a  fuf- 
ficient  time. 

A  box  of  this  kind,  in  which  the 
following  experiments  were  made, 
was  placed  on  a  drefi'sr  in  my 
kitchen,  more  than  eighteen  feet 
from  the  kitchen- f.re,  but  againft  a 
thin  wall,  which  divides  the  kitchen 
from  the  fervants  hall,  juft  behind 
the  fire-place  of  that  room;  and 
the  open  fide  of  the  box  turned  to 
the  heated  wall,  the  vefl'els  them- 
fclvcs  uncovered.  If  you  recolleft 
the  trouble  you  fo  obligingly  took 
in  heating  your  office,  ycu  will 
think  this  method,  fmce  dii'covered, 
of  performing  the  fame  experiment, 
of  confiderable  utility. 

Ex}v-eriment  ift. — Three  veflels 
were  fet  at  the  fame  time  in  the 
warm  box,  containing  a  quart  of 
liquor  each,  and  of  equal  llrength 
with  refpetft  to  malt:  one  was  a 
decoftion  v/ithout  hops,  another  with 
hops,  the  other  a  fimple  infufion  of 
malt :  in  about  twenty-four  hours 
the  hopped  decodion  produced  a 
fine  head  of  yeaft  ;  the  other  de- 
coition  fermented  as  well,  but  was 
twenty-four  hours  later  ;  the  fimple 
infufion  v/as  near  thirty-fi-  hours 
later,  and  the  yeaft  appeared  dark 
and  ill-coloured,  fo  that  my  houfe- 
keeper  thought  it  fpoiled  ;  but  this 
bad  appearance  was  merely  owing 
to  its  not  having  been  boiled  and 
cleared,  for  it  made  very  light 
breakfaft  rolls. 

This  experiment,  you  will  per- 
ceive, was  made  to  try  whether 
hops  (as  my  fervant  imagined)  were 
neceflary;  and  it  certainly  proves 
that  they  accelerate  the  fermenta- 
tion ;  but  it  proves  alfo,  that  nei- 
ther hops  nor  boiling  are  efieniial 
JO  tKe  proccfs. 

Experiment  2J. —  Four  vefiels 
from  a   common    brewLne   of   ale 


were  placed  in  a  box  of  longer  di- 
menfions ;  one  contained  two  quarts ; 
a  fecond,  one;  a  third,  a  pint;  a 
fourth,  half  a  pint :  they  all  Ihewed 
figns  of  fermentation  at  the  fame 
time,  viz.  in  about  twenty-four 
hours;  but  that  in  the  mug  or  pot 
holding  a  pint  appeared  the  firong- 
eft,  which  my  fervant  thought  was 
ov.ing  to  the  fmaller  diameter  of 
the  vefiel,  which  was  fmaller  in  pro- 
portion to  the  half-pint;  but  as  it 
flood  more  centrally  to  the  heat  of 
the  fire  behind,  I  am  perfuaded  the 
excefs  of  fermentation  proceeded 
from  that  caufe.  This  proves  that 
the  quantity  you  begin  the  prccefs 
with  is  not  very  material :  though 
two  quarts  feem  to  be  mOil  conve- 
nient for  the  purpofe  of  baking. 

Experiment  3d,  Was  inftituted 
merely  to  find  whether  an  addition 
of  fugar  would  accelerate  the  fer- 
mentation ;  for  which  purpofe,  two 
quarts  of  hopped  liquor  were  tried 
in  feparate  velTels,  a  quart  in  each  : 
and  the  refult  was,  that  the  decoc- 
tion, in  which  two  large  fpoonfuls 
of  coarfe  fugar  were  ftirred  in,  did 
not  ferment  in  the  leall,  thougk 
continued  in  the  warm  box  five  days 
and  nights;  the  other  fermented  in 
about  thirty-fix  hours.  The  reafon 
of  this  later  fermentation  than  of 
that  in  die  former  experiments, 
v/as,  that  the  liquor  ufed  was  from 
a  brewing  of  fmall-beer.  Hence 
we  may  conclude,  that  a  decoction 
of  the  ftrength  of  ale,  if  not  of 
Itrong  beer,  is  the  bell  to  begin 
with. 

Account  ef  Experbnents  on  the  Gene- 
ration (f  I'eajl,  made  under  the  In- 
/pi5itDn  of  the  Coimnittee  of  Che- 
mijiry,  in  the  Month  of  November 
17S9. 
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FOUR  quarts  of  ground  malt 
were  put  into  a  new  ftone  ware 
vefTel,  and  mafhed  with  about  an 
equal  quantity  cf  hot  water  in  the 
ufual  manner  for  brewing.  When 
the  mafh  had  flood  about  an  hour, 
tlie  wort  was  drawn  off,  and  three 
quarts  of  boiling  water  poured  on 
the  grains ;  when  this  had  ftocd  a 
due  nme,  the  liquor  was  fuffered 
to  run  off,  and  the  whole  liquor 
boiled  half  an  hour;  bting  th;n  fet 
to  cool,  was  poured  clear  from  the 
fediment,  and  then  put  in  a  room 
where  the  heat  was  regularly  kept 
up  to  fummer  heat,  or  near  80®  of 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer.  It  flood 
in  this  degree  of  heat  till  fomc  figns 
of  fermentation  appeared  on  the 
furrace  ;  which  came  on  in  about 
three  days. 

Another  brewing  was  then  made  as 
above  defcribed ;  and,  when  ot  a  due 
heat,  ilirred  into  the  former  liquor. 
In  about  twenty-fcur  hours  fome 
yeafl  appeared,  and  anothtr  brew- 
ing was  then  made;  anu,  wnen  of 
a  due  heat,  fnixed  with  the  two 
former  ones,  and  well  be?t  in,  the 
heat  being  Itill  kept  up  to  the  de- 
gree above  mentioned :  in  about 
two  days  more,  five  ounces  of  ex- 
cellent yeafl  were  colleded  from  the 
furf.ice  of  the  liquor. 

Some  of  this  yeafl  being  mixed 
with  a  due  proportion  of  Hour,  wa.- 
ter,  and  fait,  anfwered  all  the  pur- 
pofes  intended  for  bread  ;  and  might 
certainly  have  been  equally  well 
applied  to  brewing,  in  the  common 
method.  In  fine,  being  pure  an«l 
good  yeafl,  it  will  anfwer  all  the  in- 
tenuons  of  that  ulef  ul  article. 


Me/)ort  of  the  Committee  on  Dr,  Hunter 
and  Mr.  Hornby'/  Procef  fcr  fro- 
diicirg  an  ardent  Spirit  ft  o/n  Car- 
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rots.     From     Tranfatlions    of  the 
Rtyal  Society  of  Edinburgh,   vol. 


WE  have  examined  the  fample 
of  fpirits,    which    was  feat 
bv  Dr.  Hunter  of  York  to  the  Royal- 
Society,  and  we  have  read  the  ac- 
count of  the  experiment  on  the  fer- 
mentation and  dillillation  ofcarrot«, 
by  which  the  faid  fpirit  was  pro- 
duced.    The  experiment  was  made 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Hornby,  druggilt 
in  York,  with  one  ton  and  eight 
flone  of  carrots,  which,  after  being 
expofed  to  the   air  a  few  days  to 
dry,  weighed   160  flone,  and  mea- 
fured  42  buihels ;  they  were  wafh- 
ed,    topped   and   tailed,   by  which 
they  loll  in  weight  1 1  flone,  and  ia 
meafure  feven  bufhels  ;  being  then 
cut,  they  were  boiled  with  the  pro- 
portion  of  24  gallons  of  water  tQ 
one  third  of  the  above  quantity  of 
carrot?,  until  the  whole  was  reduced 
to  a  tender  pulp,  wJiich  was  done 
in  three  hours  boiling.     From  this 
pulp,  the  juice  was  eafily  extrafted 
by  means  of  a  prefs,  and  200  gal- 
lons  of  jutce   were  produced  from 
the  whole.     This  juice  was  boiled 
again,  with  one  pound  of  hops  five 
hours,   and   then  cooled  to   66   of 
Fahrenheit,  and  fix  quarts  of  ysall 
being  aJdeH,  it  was  fet  10  ferment., 
Theilrong  fermentation  lafted  48 
hours,  during  wluch  time  the  heat 
abated    to    58    of  Fahrenheit ;     12 
gallons  of  unfermeutod  juice,  which 
had  been  refcrved,  were  then  heated 
and  added  to  the  liquor,  the   heat 
of  which  was  thus  railed  again  to 
66,   and  the  fermentation    vas  re- 
newed for  24  hours  mere,  the  air  of 
the  brewhojfa  being   all  this  time 
at  46  and  44.     The  liquor  w.is  new 
turned,  and  continued  to  work  three 
days  from  the  bung ;  and,  lafUy,  it 

was 


9^        ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1790. 


was  diflillcd,  and  the  firft  dUHlIation 
was  redified  next  day  without  any 
addition.  The  produce  was  twelve 
gallons,  of  the  fame  quality  with 
the  fample. 

In  our  examination  of  this  fample, 
we  found  it  refembled  a  corn  fpirit 
in  flavour,  but  was  equal  to  a  corn 
fpirit  of  the  heli:  kind,  and  it  was  a 
proof  fpirit. 

The  refufe  of  the  carrots  weighed 
48  llone,  which,  added  to  the  tops 
and  tails,  made  provifion  for  hogs, 
bc^fide  the  wafli  from  the  Hill,  which 
meafured  114  gallons. 

From  this  experiment,  Dr.  Hunter 
draws  the  following  comparifon  be- 
tween  the  diitillation  of  carrots  and 
chat  of  grain. 

Twenty  tons  of  carrots,  which 
will  make  200  gallons  of  proof 
fpirits,  may  be  bought  for  16I. 

Eight  quarters  of  malt,  or  rather 
the  materials  for  difliliation,  con- 
fifting  of  malt,  wheat  and  rye,  may 
be  bought  for  16I.  and  will  alio 
make  200  gallons  of  proof  fpirit. 

The  refule  from  the  carrots  will 
he  960  llone,  which,  at  i  d.  per 
ftone,  will  fell  for  4 1. 

The  refufe  or  grains  from  the 
malt,  &c.  will  be  64  bufhels,  each 
bulhel  weighing  about  three  ftonc, 
which,  at  i  d.  per  ftone,  will  fell 
for  16s. 

The  Doctor,  however,  fuppofe?;, 
that  the  manufafturiiig  of  the  fpirit 
from  carrots,  may  be  attended  with 
more  expence  than  the  manufaftur- 
in.g  of  it  from  malt ;  but  imagines 
that  the  greater  value  of  the  refufe 
may  compenfate   for  that  expence, 
and  that  the  favingof  corn  for  other 
purpoies,  is  an  objeft  worthy  of  at- 
tention and  of  encouragement. 
(Signed)     Joseph  Black. 
James  Russell. 
jgth  May,  1788.     James  HuTTON. 


Succcfsful  Experiment  of  rearing 
Cal'ves  ^without  Milk.  Frofn  TranJ- 
aJlions  of  the  Bath  Society,  vol.  V. 

Tytherton,  Dec.  ^,  1780. 

SIR,  '  ^ 

THE  following  is  as  near  a 
calculation  of  the  expences 
of  rearing  my  calves  without  milk, 
as  1  can  at  prefent  allert.  In  the 
year  1787,  I  weaned  feventeen 
calves,  in  1788  twenty -three,  and 
in  1789,  fifteen  ditto.  I  bought  in 
1787,  three  facks  of  llnfeed;  I  put 
one  quart  of  the  feed  to  hx  quarts 
of  water,  which,  by  boiling  ten  mi- 
nutes, became  a  good  jelly ;  this 
jelly  is  mixed  with  a  fmall  quantity 
of  the  tea  of  the  bell  hay  deeped  in 
boiling  water. 

Having  my  calves  drop  at  dif- 
ferent times,  I  did  not  make  an 
exad  calculation  of  the  expence  of 
this  hay  tea,  but  out  of  my  three 
facks  of  feed,  I  had  better  than  two 
bulhels  left  at  laft.  I  gave  them 
the  jelly  and  hay  tea  three  times  a 
day ;  to  the  boy  who  looked  after 
them  6  d.  per  day  ;  the  price  of  the 
linfeed  was  4s.  6  d.  per  bufhcl ; 
the  whole  three  years  feed  2I.  5  s. 

My  calves  are  kept  in  a  good 
growing  ftate,  a-.id  are  much  better 
at  this  time  than  my  neighbours* 
that  are  reared  by  milk  ;  they  do 
not  fall  off  fo  much  when  they  come 
to  grafs. 

I  am  your  obedient  fervant, 
Thomas  Crook. 


General  Rules  for  the  Choice  of  Spec ' 
tacles,  and  for  the  Prejer^vation  of 
the  Sight,  F}-om  Adam'j  EJ/cj 
en  Vijicn, 

THE  mod:  genera],  and  perhaps 
the   beft  rule   that  can   be 


USEFUL     PROJECTS. 


9J' 


given,  to  thofe  who  are  in  want  of 
afliftance  from  glafll'S,  in  order  fo 
to  choofe  their  fpedacles,  that  they 
may  fuit  the  ilate  of  their  eyes,  is 
to  prefer  thofc  which  ihew  obj.-fts 
neareft  their  natural  Hate,  neither 
enlarged  nor  diminiflied,  the  glafles 
being  near  the  eye,  and  that  give  a 
blacknefs  anddillindlnefs  to  the  let- 
ters erf  a  book,  neither  Iti  aining  the 
eye,  nor  caufing  any  unnatural  ex- 
ertion of  the  pupil. 

For  no  fpedlacles  can  be  faid  to 
be  properly  accommodated  to  the 
eyes,  which  do  not  procure  them 
eafe  and  reft  ;  if  they  fatigue  the 
eyes,  we  may  fafely  conclude,  either 
that  we  have  no  occafion  for  them, 
or  that  they  are  ill  made,  or  nut 
proportioned  to  our  fight. 

Though,  in  the  choice  of  fpec- 
tacles,  every  one  mull  finally  deter- 
mine for  himfelf,  which  are  the 
glaffes  through  which  he  obtains 
the  moil  dillinil  vifion  ;  yet  fome 
confidence  Ihould  be  placed  in  the 
judgment  of  the  artill,  of  whom 
they  are  purchafed,  and  fome  atten- 
tion paid  to  his  diredions.  By  try- 
ing many  ipedlacles  the  eye  is  fa- 
tigued, as  the  pupil  varies  in  li7.e 
with  every  different  glafs,  and  the 
eye  endeavours  to  accommodate  it- 
felf  to  every  change  that  is  pro- 
duced. Hence,  the  purchafer  often 
fixes  upon  a  pair  of  fpedlacles,  not 
the  bell  adapted  to  his  fi::ht,  but 
thofe  which  feem  to  relieve  him 
moil,  while  his  eyes  are  in  a  forced 
and  unnatural  ftate  ;  and  conle- 
quently,  when  he  gets  home,  and 
they  are  returned  to  their  natural 
ftate,  he  finds  what  he  has  chofen 
fatiguing  and  injurious  to  his 
%ht. 


Of  Prefer-ven,    and   Rules  for    the 
Prefervation  of  the  Sight. 

Though  it  may  be  impoflible  to 
prevent  the  abfolute  decay  of  fight, 
whether  arifing  from  age,  partial 
difeaie,  or  illnefs,  yet  by  prudence 
and  good  management,  its  natural 
failure  may  certainly  be  retarded, 
and  the  general  habit  of  the  eves 
ftrengthened,  which  good  purpoies 
will  be  promoted  by  a  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  following  maxims. 

1.  Never  to  fit  for  any  length  of 
time  in  abiblute  gloom,  or  expoied 
to  a  blaze  of  light.  The  renlbns 
on  which  this  rule  is  founded,  prove 
the  impropriety  of  going  hailily 
from  one  extreme  to  the  other, 
whether  of  darknefs  or  of  light,  and 
fliew  us,  that  a  fouthern  afpcct  is 
improper  for  thofe  wiiofe  fight  is 
weak  and  tender. 

2.  To  avoid  reading  a  fmali 
print. 

3.  Not  to  read  in  the  dufk  ;  nor, 
if  the  eyes  be  difordcrcd,  by  candle- 
light. Happy  thoie  who  learn  this 
leflbn  betimes,  and  begin  to  pre- 
ferve  their  fight,  before  they  arc 
reminded  by  pain,  of  the  necefiity 
of  fparing  them ;  the  frivolous  at- 
tention to  a  quarter  of  an  hour  of 
the  evening,  has  coil  numbers  the 
peif'dl  and  comfortable  ufe  of  their 
eyes  for  mr.ny  years  :  the  mil'chief 
is  eifedled  impercepiiblv,  the  con- 
fequences  are  inevitable. 

4.  The  eye  Ihould  not  be  per- 
mitted to  dwell  on  glaring  objedls, 
more  particularly  on  firil  wakinc  in 
a  morning;  the  fun  Ihould  not  of 
courfe  be  lufiercd  to  Ibine  in  the 
room  at  that  time,  and  a  moderate 
quantity  of  light  only  be  almitted. 
It  is  eal'y  to  {ca,  t'.iat  for  the  lame 
reafons,  the  furniture  of  a  bed 
Aould  be  neither    altogether  of  a 
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white  or  red  colour ;  indeed,  tliofe 
whofe  eyes  are  weak,  would  find 
conlidcrable  advantage  in  having 
green  for  the  furniture  of  their  bed- 
ichamber.  Nature  confirms  the  pro- 
priety of  the  advice  given  '^in  this 
rule  :  for  the  light  of  the  day  comes 
on  by  flow  degrees,  and  green  is  the 
univerfal  colour  fhe  prefcuts  to  our 
eyes. 

5.  The  long-fighted  (hould  ac- 
cultom  themfelves  to  read  with  ra- 
ther lefs  light,  and  fomevvhat  nearer 
to  the  eye,  than  what  they  naturally 
like;  while  thofe  that  are  fhort- 
fighted,  fhould  rather  ufe  themielves 
to  read  with  the  bock  as  far  off  as 
poiTible.  By  this  means,  both  would 
improve  and  ftrengthen  their  fight; 
while  a  contrary  courfe  will  increafe 
its  natural  imperfeftions. 

There  is  nothing  which  preferves 
the  fight  longer,  tiian  always  ufing, 
both  in  reading  and  writing,  that 
moderate  degree  of  light  v/iiich  is 
hsCi  fuited  to  the  eye ;  too  little 
ihains  them,  too  great  a  quantity 
dazzles  and  confounds  them.  The 
eyes  are  lefs  hurt  by  the  want  of 
light,  than  by  the  excefs  of  it ;  too 
little  light  never  does  any  harm, 
unlefs  they  are  llrained  by  efforts  to 
fee  objefts,  to  which  the  degree  of 
light  is  inadequate ;  but  too  great 
a  quantity  has,  by  its  own  po^ver, 
deftroyed  .the  fight.  Thus  many 
have  brought  on  themfe'ves  a  ca- 
tara£l,  by  frequently  looking  at  the 
fun,  or  a  fire  ;  others  have  loll  their 
fight,  by  being  brought  toq  fuddenly 
from  an  extreme  of  darknefs  into 
the  blaze  of  day.  How  dangerous 
the  looking  upon  bright  luminous 
objedls  is  to  the  fight,  is  evident 
from  its  effefts  in  thofe  countries 
which  are  covered  the  greater  part 
of  the  year  with  fno;v,  where  blind- 
nefs  is  exceeding  frequent,  and  where 


the  traveller  is  obliged  to  cover  his 
eyes  with  crape,  to  prevent  the 
dangerous,  and  often  fudden  effedb 
of  too  much  light :  even  the  untu- 
tored favagc  tries  to  avoid  the  dan- 
ger, by  framing  a  liitle  wooden 
cafe  for  his  eyes,  with  only  two  nar- 
row flits.  A  momentary  gaze  at 
the  fun  will,  for  a  time,  unfit  the 
eyes  for  vifion,  and  render  them  in- 
fenfible  to  impreflions  of  a  milder 
nature. 

The  following  cafes  from  a  fmall 
tradl  on  the  "  Fahric  of  the  Eye** 
are  fo  applicable  to  the  prcfent  ar- 
ticle, as  to  want  no  apology  for 
their  infertion  here  ;  though,  if  any 
were  necefi^ary,  the  ufe  they  will 
probably  be  of  to  thofe  whoie  com- 
plaints arife  from  the  iame  or  fimilar 
caufes,  would,  I  prefume,  be  more 
than  fufficient. 

"  A  lady  from  the  country,  com- 
ing to  refide  in  St.  James's  Square, 
was  afHided  with  a  pain  in  her  eye, 
and  a  decay  of  fight.  She  could 
not  look  upon  the  Hones,  when  the 
fun  flione  upon  them,  without  great 
pain.  This,  which  flie  thought  was 
one  of  the  fymptoms  of  her  dif- 
order,  was  the  real  caufe  of  it.  Her 
eyes,  which  had  been  accuftomed 
to  the  verdure  of  the  country,  and 
the  green  of  the  pallure  grounds 
before  her  houfe,  could  not  bear  the 
violent  and  unnatural  glare  of  light 
reflefted  from  the  fl:ones ;  fhe  was 
advifed  to  place  a  number  of  fmall 
orange  trees  in  the  windows  fo  chat 
their  tops  might  hide  the  pavement, 
and  be  in  a  line  vvith  the  grafs.  Srfe 
recovered  by  this  fimple  change  in 
the  light,  without  the  affiftance  of 
any  medicine;  though  her  eyes  were 
before  on  the  verge  of  little  lefs 
than  blindnefs." 

"  A  gentleman  of  the  law  had 
his  lodgmgs  in  Pall  Mall,  on  the 
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north  fide,  his  front  windows  were 
expofed  to  the  full  noon  fun,  while 
the  back  room,  having  no  opening, 
but  into  a  fmall  dole  yard,  fur- 
rounded  with  higli  walls,  was  very 
dark  ;  he  wrote  in  the  back  room, 
and  ufed  to  come  from  that  into  the 
front  room  to  breakfaft,  &c.  His 
fight  grew  weak,  and  he  had  a  con- 
liant  pain  in  the  balls  of  his  eyes ; 
he  tried  vifual  glaffes,  and  fpoke 
with  oculifts,  equally  in  vain.  Be- 
ing foon  convinced,  that  the  coming 
fuddenly  out  of  his  dulky  ftudy,  into 
the  full  blaze  of  fun-(hine,  and  that 
very  often  in  the  day,  had  been  the 
real  caufe  of  his  diforder ;  he  took 
new  lodgings,  by  which,  and  for- 
bearing to  write  by  candle-light,  he 
was  very  foon  cured." 

Blindnefs,  or  at  leaft  miferable 
weaknefies  of  fight,  are  often  brought 
on  by  thefe  unfui'pefted  caufes. 
Thofe  who  have  weak  eves,  fhould 
therefore  be  particularly  attentive  to 
fuch  circumftances,  fmce  prevention 
is  eafy,  but  the  cure  mav  be  diffi- 
cult, and  fomctimes  impracticable. 


When  the  eye  fenfibly  flattens,  all 
delay  is  dangerous  ;  and  the  longer 
thofe  who  feel  the  want  of  affilbnce, 
defer  the  ufe  of  fpedlacles,  the  more 
they  will  increafe  the  failure  of  the 
eye  ;  there  are  too  many  who  pj-o- 
craf^nate  the  ufe  of  them,  till  at 
lall  they  are  obliged  to  ufe  glafTes 
of  ten  or  twelve  inches  focus,  in- 
ftead  of  thofe  of  36  or  40,  which 
would  othcrwife  have  fuited  them  ; 
thus  preferring  a  real  evil,  to  avoid 
one  that  ia  imaginary.  Mr.  Tho- 
min  mentions  I'everal  deplorable 
cafes  of  this  kind,  particularly  one 
of  a  lady,  wlio,  through  falfe  fhame, 
had  abliained  from  wearing  fpeda- 
cles  fo  long  a  time,  that  at  lall  it 
was  impoflible  to  fuit  her,  but  with 
thofe  adapted  to  eyes  that  have  been 
couched.  Whereas  the  inllances 
are  numerous  of  thofe  who,  by  ufing 
glaiTes  of  a  long  focus  at  the  firit 
approaches  of  long-fightednefs,  have 
brought  back  their  eyes  to  their 
natural  fight,  and  been  able  to  lay 
afide  their  fpc(5^acles  for  years. 


A  N  T  I  Q^U  I  T  I  F,  S. 
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Ohj'er-vations    on  the  late  continuance 
of  the  ufe  of  Torture  in  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  by  George    Chalmers,  jE^  j 
from  Archaeologia,  vol.  x. 

IPrefumed  to  think,  that  what- 
ever had  a  tendency  to  trace  the 
modes  of  our  government,  or  to 
mark  the  improvement  of  our  free- 
dom, would  not  be  deemed  by  you 
altogether  unworthy  of  your  learned 
curiofity.  And  1  was  thus  induced 
to  communicate  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
warrant  of  the  privy  council,  as  late 
as  1620,  for  uCing  torture  on  a  perfon, 
vho  was  fufpeded  of  tieafon;  which, 
as  a  link  connedling  former  pradice 
with  fubfequent  difluetude,  may  be 
regarded  as  an  inilrudive  docu- 
ment. 

The   following    is    an   authentic 
copy  from  the  record  : 

"  To  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
"  Tower  of  London. 
•*  Whereas  Samuel  Peacock  was 
•*  heretofore  committed  prifoner  to 
«  the  MarflTalfea,  and  that  now  it  is 
<'  thought  fit  upon  vehem.ent  fuf- 
"  picion  of  high  treafon  again  ft  his 
"  majefty's  facred  perfon  to  remove 
**  him  thence,  and  to  commit  him 
"  to  the  Tower;  thefe  fhall  be 
*'  therefore  to  will  and  require  you 
**  to  repair  to  the  prifon  of  the 
"  Marfhalfca,  and  there  to  receive 
"  from  the  keeper  of  that  houfe  the 
'•  perfon   of  the   faid  Samuel  Pea- 


"  cock,  and  him  fafely  to  convey 
"  under  your  cuftody  unto  the 
"  Tower  of  London,  where  you  are 
"  to  keep  him  clofe  prifoner  until 
*'  further  order.  And  whereas  we 
"  have  thought  meet  to  nominate 
"  and  appoint  Sir  Henry  Montagu, 
"  Knt.  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
"  King's  Bench,  Sir  Thomas  Co- 
"  ventry,  Knt.  his  Majefty's  Soli- 
"  cjtor  General,  and  yourftlf,  to 
"  examine  the  faid  Peacock,  for  the 
"  better  difcovery  of  the  truth  of 
"  this  treafon;  this  fhall  be  like- 
"  wile  to  authorize  you,  or  any 
"  two  of  you,  whereof  yourfelf  to 
"  be  one,  to  examine  the  faid  Pea- 
"  cock  from  time  to  time,  and  to 
"  put  him,  as  there  (hall  be  caufe, 
**  for  the  better  manifeftation  of  the 
"  truth,  to  the  torture,  either  of  the 
"  manacles,  or  the  rack;  for  which 
"  this  fliall  be  your  warrant.  And 
"  fo,  &:c.  The  19th  of  February, 
"   1619." 

Allow  me  to  fubjoin  a  few  ob- 
fervations.  The  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower,  who  was  thus  entrufted,  was 
Sir  Allen  Apfley.  The  privy  coun- 
fellors,  who  direded  that  meafure, 
and  figned  that  warrant,  were  the 
lord  chancellor  Bacon,  the  earl  of 
Worceller,  who  was  then  lord 
privy  feal,  the  earl  of  Arundel], 
the  lord  Carew,  lord  Digby,  Miw 
Secretary  Naunton,  find  Sir  Edward 
Coke,  who,  after  he  had  ceafed  to 

be 
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be  chief  juftlce,  as  a  privy  councel- 
lor  fometimes  fandtioned  pradticcs, 
which  he  lived  to  condemn  as  a 
writer. 

But  the  filence  of  the  record  does 
not  allow  us  to  fuppofc,  that  the 
king  was  either  prelent,  or  l:new  of 
this  tranfadion. 

When  Sir  Edward  Coke  pub- 
lifhcd  his  fecond  Inflitute,  he  gave 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  torture  was 
prohibited  by  the  following  words 
of  the  great  Ciiarter  :  "  Kullus  liber 
"  homo  aliquo  mocio  dejiriiatur  nijt  per 
'•'  legale  judiciurn  parium  fttorum,  nut 
«<  per  legem  terrae."  Neverthelefs 
I  fear,  that  if  our  criminal  proceed- 
ings, from  that  great  epoch  to  the 
acceflion  of  the  Tudor  family,  were 
fearched  with  malicious  diligence, 
many  inftances  of  torture  would  be 
found,  though  Magna  Charta  was, 
meanwile,  confirmed  by  feveral  fta- 
tutes.  During  the  reigns  of  the 
Tudors,  torture  was  often  ufed  upon 
flight  occafions.  Lord  Bacon  re- 
lates of  queen  Elizabeth,  that  when 
file  could  not  be  perfuaded  that  a 
book  was  really  written  by  the  per- 
fon  whofe  name  it  bore,  fhe  fiid 
with  great  mdignation,  that  fhe 
would  have  him  racked,  to  produce 
his  author.  I  replied,  "  Nay, 
*'  Madam,  he  is  a  doftor,  never 
*'  rack  his  perfon,  rack  his  ftyle ; 
*'  let  him  have  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
*'  and  help  of  books,  and  be  en- 
"  joined  to  continue  his  flory,  and 
"  I  will  undertake,  by  collating 
**  the  flvle?,  to  judge  whether  he 
"  were  the  author."  The  rack  was 
fhewn  to  Guy  Fawkes  on  his  ex- 
amination, as  king  James  himfelf 
relates.  Torture  was  ufed  on  Pea- 
cock in  1620,  as  the  warrant  before- 
mentioned  evinces.  When  Felton 
^.ITairniatedBuckingham  in  1628,  and 
the  quellion  was  propofed  for  dif- 
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covering  his  accomplices,  the  judges 
declared,  that  confillent  with  law 
torture  could  not  be  ufed,  as  Rulh- 
w  orth  has  recorded. 

Such  was  the  former  pradice ; 
and  fuch  the  happy  difufe  of  tor- 
ture in  England !  Yet,  in  Scotland, 
the  rack  continued  to  terrify  and 
debafe  the  people  for  ages  after- 
wards. Sir  George  Mackenzie  has 
a  whole  chapter  OfTcrture--,  fliewing 
that  the  privy  council,  or  the  fu- 
preme  judges,  could  only  ufc  the 
rack  ;  how  thofe  were  punifhed  who 
inflided  torture  nnjullly;  and  who 
were  the  perfons  that  the  law  ex- 
empted :  and  he  infills,  that  all  law- 
yers were  of  opinion,  that  even  after 
fentence  criminals  might  be  tor- 
tured, for  knowing  their  accom- 
plices. Yet,  he  ihev/s  incidentally, 
that  though  the  practice  of  torture 
continued  in  Scotland  till  the  revo- 
lution, yet  the  privy  council  refufed 
in  1666,  to  order  the  covenanters  ta 
be  racked  after  condemnation ;  af- 
figning  as  a  reafon :  "  Nam  pofi  con- 
"  demnationem,  jiidices  ftaifii  Junt  of- 
"  Jicio."  The  learned  lord  Staircon- 
firms  what  Sir  George  Mackenzie 
had  thus  laid  down  before  him. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  whea 
the  parliament  of  Scotland  framed 
their  claim  of  right,  in  April  1689, 
they  only  declared,  that  the  ufmg 
torture,  without  evidence,  or  in  or- 
dinary crimes,  is  contrary  to  law. 
It  requires  no  elaborate  commentary 
to  prove,  tJiat  when  there  was  evi- 
dence of  extraordinary  crimes,  tor- 
ture might  llill  be  lawfully  ufed  in 
Scotland  fubfequent  to  the  revolu- 
tion. It  was  the  union,  and  the  fa- 
hitary  fpirit  which  that  haopy  mea- 
fure  brought  with  it,  that  freed 
Scotland  from  the  darger  and  re- 
proach of  ufing  torture  in  any  cafe. 
And  it  was  die  ad  of  tlie  P.riiilh 
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merous,  as  arc  alfo  the  various  forms 
under  which  he  is  reprefented.  In 
honour  of  this  deity  an  edifice  or 
temple  is  erefted;  in  the  centre  is 
placed,  his  image,  before  which  the 
religious  ceremonies  of  the  priefls 
are  performed.  'I  he  building  is  in 
general  fmall,  and  fituated  in  an  area 

or  open  fpace,  enclofed  by  one    or 

more  walls   of    a   fuHicient  height 

Defcription  of  the  Great  Pagcda  of  almoft^  wholly  to  conceal  it.  Be- 
Madura,  and  the  Choultry  rf  Tri-     ^^es  tne  temple,  there  is  a  very  larg« 


parliament  which  was  paffed,  in 
iro^ifor  improinng  the  union  of  the 
t~:-s  kingdoms,  that  put  an  end  to 
torture,  by  enafting,  among  other 
favourable  regulations,  that  no  per- 
fon  accufed  of  any  crime  in  Scot- 
land Ihall  be  liable  to  torture. 


mul 
Fro/n 


Mr.    Blackader. 


Naik,   t)y 
the  fame. 

DURING  my  refidence  in  India, 
1  was  ftationed  for  feveral 
years  at  Madura,  on  the  Cororr.andel 
coafi;,  about  three  hundred  miles 
from  fort  St.  George,  and  about  (q- 
venty  miles  from  the  fea. 

In  this  diftr.ft  th^re  are  fituated 
fcmeof  the  moft  magnificent  build- 
ings now  to  be  met  with  in  India, 
whether  we  confider  their  immenfe 
fi7,e,  or  the  richnefs  of  the  wcrkm.an- 
Jhip  ;  and  thefe  edifices  are  render- 
ed objefts  of  great  curiofity  to  the 
European  obferver,  by  the  fmgu- 
iarity  of  their  architefture,  which  is 
different  from  any  thing  to  be  feen 
III  other  countries.  I  was  much 
flfuck  with  thefe  remarkable  monu- 
ments of  the  Hindoo  taile  aud 
grandeur.  What  added  to  my  afto- 
niihment  was  the  incredible  labour 
which  mull"  have  attended  their  erec- 
tion, from  the  ignorance  of  the  na- 
tives in  the  application  of  the  me- 
chanical powers ;  fo  that  I  became 
particularly  felicitous  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  convey  fome  idea  of 
tlicni  to  thofe  wlio  make  antiquities 
more  particularly  their  ftudy. 

The  religion  of  the  Hindoos  con- 
fuV  of  the  worfhip  ofonly  one  deity, 
but  {he  names  by  which  he  is  known 
m  dlti^rent   diitricls  are  very   nu- 


and  high  building  which-  makes  a 
part  of  the  wall,  being  half  enclofed 
by  it,  through  wiiich  is  the  entrance 
into  the  area.  This  may  be  eonfi- 
dered  as  a  ikeple,  not  being  intend- 
ed for  any  other  purpofe  than  that 
•of  attradl:ing  the  public  attention^ 
having  only  a  fmall  apartment  in 
each  ifory,  and  a  ftaircafe  leading  to 
the  top.  Thefe  two  buildings  are' 
fimilar  in  Ihape  externally,  diifer- 
iug  only  in  fize.  The  fmaller 
building  contains  the  apartment  for 
the  adoration  of  the  deity,  which 
is  lighted  by  lamps,  there  being  no 
openings  to  admit  the  light;  and  the 
larger  one  at  the  lower  part  forms  a 
magnificent  gateway  or  entrance 
quite  thrsugh  it,  each  llory  having  a 
fm-all  lateral  windo-w\ 

The  infide  of  the  wall  enclofing 
the  area  has  fome  times  a  fmgle  br 
double  colonade  all  round;  which, 
being  covered  over,  the  top  forms 
a  parapet  for  the  purpofes  of  defence 
in  time  of  war. 

As  the  temples  are  by  much  too 
fraali  to  contain  the  great  concourfe 
of  people  v.ho  come  to  celebrate  the 
public  feftivals  and  worlhip  the 
deity,  there  is  in  general  a  large 
building  for  that  purpofe  attached 
to  it,  called  a.  choultry,  which  is  com- 
pofed  of  a  namber  of  columns  at 
certain  diftances,  and  covered  with 
a  fiat  roof;  thefe  vary  in  number 
g  and 
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liilcl  magnificence  according  to  the 
richnefs  of  the  church. 

The  relative  fituation  which  thefe 
buildings  have  to  each  other  being 
explained,  J.  fhall  proceed  to  a  more 
par-ticular  defcription  of  the  temple 
and  choultry  at  Madura. 

The  temple  is  ficred  to  the  deity 
under  the  name  of  Chocalingatn;  and 
indeed  the  fame  name  (that  of  Z./'«- 
gani)  is  adopted  all  over  i  ndia. 

The  image  or  reprefentation  of 
the  deity  is  placed  in  the  middle  of 
the  apartment  facing  the  door.  It 
is  a  block  of  black  granite,  about 
four  feet  high,  of  a  conic  fhape, 
with  the  outlines  of  a  human  face 
on  rhe  top,  and  a  gold  arch  over  it, 
carved  ki  open  work,  refembling  the 
glory. 

This  figure  is  never  moved  from 
its  place;  but  the  bramins  upon  par- 
ticular occafions  bring  out  a  repre- 
fentation of  the  deity  to  gratify  the 
public,  at  which  time  he  is  fuppofed 
to  have  aflumed  a  human  form,  of 
about  three  feet  in  height,  with  foiir 
arms,  made  of  gold,  and  in  a  very 
fmgular  manner  richly  ornamented 
with  jewels  and  filks. 

This  image  is  carried  on  men's 
fhoulders  in  this  form  feated  on"  a 
throne,  attended  by  the  bramins  as 
his  fervants,  and  fcldom  appears  in 
public  without  being  accompanied 
by  his  wife  Minachie. 

The  temple  is  four  ftories  high, 
and  meafures  abont  fixty-eight  feet, 
and  at  the  bafe  forty-three  feet 
fquare,  i^^  built  in  the  form  of  a  py- 
ramid ;  the  firfl:  liory  is  of  Ilone,  be- 


ing much  the  largefl ;  the  others  are 
of  brick,  covered  over  w  ith  a  par- 
ticular kind  of  plaifter  called  chu- 
7ta?n*,  becoming  fmaller  as  they 
grow  up;  the  upper  llory  being  co- 
vered with  copper  very  richly  gilt. 
The  external  furface  is  ornamented 
every  where  \\  ith  different  reprc- 
fentations  of  the  deity  and  panda- 
rams,  or  religious  beggars,  inter- 
fperfed  with  animals.  The  bafe  of 
the  figures  is  brick,  and  the  other 
part  plaiftcr,  or  chunat>i,  which  takes 
a  fine  polidi,  and  is  very  durable. 
Mofl  of  the  llories  are  very  obfcure 
and  fabulous. 

The  temple  is  fufilciently  large  for 
the  performance  of  the  religious 
ceremonies,  which  is  the  bufinefs  of 
the  bramins,  and  confifts  chiefly  in 
wafhing  the  figure  with  water,  an- 
nointing  it  with  oil,  burning  per- 
fumes, and  decorating  it  with  flow- 
ers. Thefe  ceremonies  are  per- 
formed daily,  with  mufic  and  danc- 
ing f. 

All  thofe  who  come  to  pay  their 
devotions  do  not  enter  the  temple ; 
but  fome  make  their  applications  in 
the  area,  being  fatisfied  if  they  fee 
the  figure. 

Heretics  are  never  admitted  into 
the  temple,  nor  even  into  the  area  ; 
and,  .fliould  it  ever  happen,  the  place 
is  defiled,  and  to  purify  it  the  bra- 
mins perform  certain  ceremoni-cs, 
which  confil!;  in  rubb'no-  the  v^alls 
With  cow  dung,  fprinkling  them 
with  the  urine,  and  making  an  of-- 
fering. 

The  outer  building  or  fteeple  u 


*  Mortar  made  of  pounded  alabaSer  or  fliells  beat,  mixetl  v.ith  thin  fyrup  to 
make  it  adhere. 

\  Every  temple,  wbofe  revenues  can  afford  it,  has  a  fct  of  dincing  girls  and 
miific  men  dependent  en  it,  who  are  (laves  to  the  pagodaj,  and  bear  the  mark  of 
tlie  temple,  wliich  is  a  trident  burnt  on  their  riglit  arm.  They  do  not  retide  inth« 
temple,  but  mull  attend  whenever  ret^viired.  The  number  ct  girls  attached  to  tbi» 
temple  at  Madras  is  abtfwt  306. 
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bulk  in  the  fame  manner,  and  h:is 
the  fame  ornaments  as  the  temple ; 
it  is  162  feet  high,  116  broid  at 
the  bafc,  and  64  in  thicknels.  There 
is  no  particular  purpofe  to  which  it 
is  ap^^ropriated  that  I  could  ever 
find  out;  yet  there  is  this  curious 
circumilance  rcfpefting  it,  that,  in 
tihe  difputes  between  the  churcli  and 
the  government,  «  hich  are  of  a  leri- 
cus  nature,  fome  cnthufiafl  goes  up 
in  great  form  with  mufic  to  the  top 
of  it,  and  makes  a  vow,  that,  if  the 
difpute  is  not  fettled  in  a  certain 
time,  he  will  throw  himfelf  from 
the  pinnacle.  The  dread  ofhavii-ig 
tJiis  man's  blood  upon  their  hcaus 
generally  brings  about  an  accommo- 
dation; and  I  have  only  heard  of 
one  inilance  where  he  was  under  the 
nccefTity  of  fulfilling  his  vow. 

The  area  which  contains  the  tem- 
ple is  nearly  500  yards  fquare. 

The  age  and  founder  of  thefe 
buildings  is  not  to  be  afcertained,  as 
the  bramins  conceal  the  dates,  from 
an.  idea  that  their  great  antiquity  in- 
creafes  the  veneration  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

Choultries  are  not  only  annexed 
to  temples,  but  built  in  different 
places  for  the  accommodation  of 
travellers,  and  are  frequently  en- 
dowed with  revenues  by  charitable 
perfons  for  the  purpofe  of  dillrlbut- 
ing  provifions.  They  are  generally 
biiilt  of  ftone,  with  a  flat  or  terraced 
roof  of  the  fame  materials ;  they 
}iave  commonly  three  fides  fhut  out 
from  the  weather,  and  the  one  left 
open  is  generally  tiiat  fiicing  the 
fouth  or  north,  but  more  commonly 
the  north,  by  wliich  m^ans  neither 
the  fun,  nor  the  unwholefome  winds 
that  blow  in  March  and  April,  can 
incommode  the  inhabitants. 

The  great  choultry  o^Timul  Naik 
was  begun  in  the  fecond  year  Of  his 


reign,  in  the  year  l6a^,  and  wag 
findhed  in  twenty-two  y^rs,  and  is 
iaid  to  ha\  e  coll  above  a  million 
fterling ;  but  it  is  to  be  underitcod, 
that  every  village  was  obliged  to 
fend  a  certain  number  of  wo  kmen, 
according  to  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants, who  were  fubfilled,  but  re- 
ceived no  wages,  which  confiderably 
diminiflied  the  expence, 

ft  is  built  of  an  oblong  fquare 
form,  and  confiJls  of  1 24  pillars  of 
Hone  placed  in  four  rows.  The 
manner  of  executing  it  was  as  fol- 
lows. They  dug  pits  at  Hated  dif- 
tances  down  to  fand  for  a  founda- 
tion, in  which  they  placed  their  pil- 
lars, which  are  compoicd  only  of 
on-i  ftone  roughly  cut  before  they 
were  fixed  in  thele  pits ;  and  when 
they  were  all  arranged,  the  diltcrent 
figures  were  carved  upon  them. 
When  they  did  not  nnd  fand  or  gra- 
vel, they  put  in  fand,  and  rammed 
it  well  down  before  they  placed  the 
columns. 

The  pillars  are  twenty  fl^ethigh; 
over  thefe  pillars  were  p'aced  the 
capitals,  that  are  ccmpofed  of  a 
number  of  flones  geometrically 
placed,  fo  as  to  leffen  the  breadth  of 
roof,  which  they  do  confiderably. 

The  roof  itfelf  is  compofed  of 
long  fiones,  reaching  from  capital  to 
capital,  which  being  very  heavy,  and 
from  their  length  liable  to  accidents, 
they  were  railed  to  their  places  in 
the  following  manner :  the  fpace 
between  the  pillars,  as  high  as  the 
top  of  the  capital,  was  fo  filled  with 
earth,  as  to  form  an  inclined  plane, 
along  which  the  Hones  were  rolled 
up  to  their  fituation,  and  the  earth 
afterwards  removed.  Thefe  fiones 
are  again  covered  with  a  layer  of 
bricks  cemented  by  chunam. 

The  pillars  are  curiouily  carved 
with  different  figures,  reprefenting 

ilories 
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Hories  connefled  wiih  their  religion, 
and  the  family  of  die  founder  of  the 
choultr)'-,  with  a  number  of  devices 
cf  the  workmtn's  own  invention. 

I  took  the  trouble  of  piocu-ing 
copies  ot  the  defciptions  vf  tlie 
diffeicnt  columns,  as  regiftertd  in 
the  accounts  cf  the  f^mple,  and  of 
having  inem  literaMy  tranflated  ; 
and  ihall  annex  a  uefcription  of  two 
or  thr'.-e  of  the  pillars,  as  affording 
a  fpecimen  of  t.'icir  ridiculous  and 
abiurd  notions  rcfpecting  religious 
hiitory. 

Pe/cripiicn  of  the  Founder^ s  Pillar. 

This  pillar  rcprefents  Trimul 
Naik  with  his  four  vvives,  two  on 
each  fide,  in  a  fjpplicating  pofture  ; 
the  firft  was  daughter  to  Ergi  Ra- 
guah,  king  of  Tanjour  ;  the  fecond 
was  daughter  to  the  king  of  Tra- 
vencore  ;  the  other  two  were  daugh- 
ters to  independent  pclligars.  The 
£rfl;  has  a  mark  on  her  thigh,  which 
was  a  wound  fhe  received  from  her 
liuiband  by  a  cre:fe,  for  faying, 
Vvhen  he  afked  her  opinion  cf  his 
palace,  that  it  was  not  equal  to  her 
father's  necedary.  There  are  two 
other  figures  behind  of  young  wo- 
men betrothed  to  him.  They  are 
all  richly  dreffed,  and  as  large  as 
life.  Below  thefe  are  fome  figures 
of  the  women  of  his  ha  ram,  of 
which  he  had  360,  with  attend- 
ants. 

Another  pillar  reprefents  the  ra- 
jah Fundi,  when  he  reigned  in  Ma- 
dura. He  went  a  liunting  to  riie 
weflward,  to  a  village  ten  miles 
from  Madura,  in  a  wood  abound- 
ing with  wild  hogs,  where  he  niet  a 
boar  and  a  fow,  with  twelve  vigs. 
The  boar  killed  feveral  of  hi^  at- 
tendants, upon  which  t!ie  raj.Ah  Ti.ot 
him  with  an  arrow,  which  enraged 


the  female,  who  wounded  feveral 
of  his  people,  and  was  herfelf  Lkt- 
wife  killed  by  the  rajah  ;  the  your.g 
pigs  being  ie'^itute,  Menachie,  wiic 
to  Choca'ingam,  begged  her  huf- 
band  to  lupport  the  pigs,  which  he 
agreed  to  do,  and  gave  them  iuck 
under  the  form  of  a  fow.  The  cliccl 
of  tiie  J  od's  milk  was  fuch  as  made 
them  rc.ifonable  beings,  and  their 
bodies  became  as  men,  but  ftill  re- 
tainirg  the  heads  cf  pigs.  Choca- 
lingarn  afterwards  made  the  rajah 
fupport  thefe  twelve  pigs  as  princes 
in  his  palace. 

Anotner  pillar  reprefents  Abiche 
Puncliam,  rajah  of  Madura,  paying 
hi  devotions  to  Chocalingam,  which 
plcafed  the  f.vamy  (or  deity)  fo 
much,  that  he metamorphofedhim.ftrlf 
into  a  pandaram,  who  c^me  and  per- 
formed miracles  in  Madura  ;  mak- 
ing the  old  young,  and  the  young 
old  ;  giving  fight  to  the  blind  ;  and 
moving  large  trrcs,  &c.  The  rajah, 
hua:  irg  of  this,  lent  for  the  panda- 
ram,  who  refufed  to  come  to  him, 
but  met  the  rajah  in  one  of  the 
paffages  coming  from  nis  devotions; 
when  the  rajah  arr:ed  him  of  the 
miracles  he  could  perform,  of  which 
he  had  heard  fo  rr:uch ;  and  begged 
him  to  make  the  Rone  elephant 
ccmc  down  and  eac  the  fugar-cane 
he  held  in  his  hand,  which  tne  pan- 
darar.  immediately  did.  The  rajah, 
much  furprized,  confe^ed  the  pre- 
fence  of  Chocalirgam. 

There  are  not  only  in  the  choul- 
tries, 'lut  alfo  on  the  pagodas, 
many  indecent  figures,  which  are 
not  connected  with  religion,  but 
carved  purpofely  to  divert  the  at- 
tention, and  prevent  the  mind  of 
the  beholders  from  being  envidus, 
as  their  fu;  e:flition  lead^^  them  to 
fuppol'e  that  envy  can  hur;  the  bai'i- 
ing. 

H3  ! 
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It  is  a  curious  circumftance,  that, 
if  any  perfon,  having  begun  one  of 
thefe  public  buildings,  ihould  die 
before  the  completion,  nobody  will 
afterwards  add  a  fingle  llone,  as  it 
would  not  convey  his  n.ime  to  pof- 
teiity,  but  tlint  of  the  original 
founder. 

The  founder  of  this  choultry  lived 
to  compleat  four  of  the  largell  build- 
ings in  India.  This  choultry,  a 
pagoda,  a  tank  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  fquare,  twenty  feet  deep,  and 
faced  with  ftone,  and  a  grand  palace 
ornamented  with  beautiful  black 
granite  pillars,  fome  of  which  are 
twenty  feet  high,  cut  out  of  one 
Hone. 


Of  the  Antiquity  of  the  City  o/"  Lon- 
don ;  fro?n  Mr.  Pennant'j  ^cfo«?//. 

T  was  from  the  merchants  who 
frequented  our  ports  that  Csfar 
received  the  firil  intelligence  of  the 
nature  of  our  country,  which  in- 
duced him  to  undertake  the  invafion 
of  Britain,  and  which  in  after-times 
layed  the  foundation  of  its  conquefl 
by  the  Romans. 

There  is  not  tlie  lead:  reafon  to 
doubt  but  that  London  exifled  at 
that  period,  and  was  a  place  of 
much  refort.  It  Hood  in  fuch  a 
lituation  as  the  Britons  would  feled, 
according  to  the  rule  they  eftablilh- 
cd.  An  immenfe  forefl  originally 
extended  to  the  river  iide,  and  even 
as  late  as  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  co- 
vered the  northern  neighbourhood 
of  the  city',  and  was  filled  with  va- 
rious fpecies  of  beails  of  chace.  It 
•was  defended  naturally  by  foiTes ; 
one  formed  by  the  creek  which  ran 
along  Fleet-ditch,  the  other,  after- 
wards known  by  that  of  Walbrook, 
The  fouth  f/de  was  guarded  by  the 


Thames.  The  north  they  might 
think  futHciently  proteded  by  the 
adjacent  forell. 

Near  St.   Swithin's  church  is  a 
remnant  of  antiquity,  which  fome 
have  fuppofed  to  have  been  Britilh  ; 
a  Hone,  which  might  have  formed 
a  part  of  a  Druidical  circle,  or  fome 
other  objeft  of  the  ancient  religion, 
as   it  is  placed  near  the  center  of 
the  Roman  precinds.     Others  have 
conjeftured  it  to  have  been  a  millii- 
ary  ftone,  and  to  liave  ferved  as  a 
ftandard,  from  which  they  began  to 
compute  their  miles.     Thfs  feems 
very  reafonable,    as    the    diftances 
from  the  neighbouring  places  co- 
incide very  exadtly.     At  all  times 
it   has   been  preferved  with  great 
care,  was  placed  deep  in  the  ground, 
and  ftrongly  faftened  with  bars  of 
iron.     It  feems  preferved  like  the 
Palladium  of  the    city.      It  is    at 
prefent  cafed  like  a  relique,  within 
free-ftone,  with  a  hole   left  in  the 
middle,  which  difcovers  the  origi- 
nal.    Certainly  fupcrftitious  refpedl 
had  been  payed  to  it ;  for  when  the 
notorious  rebel  Jack  Cade  palled  by 
it,  after  he  had  forced  his  way  into 
the    city,   he  ftruck  his   fword    on 
London  ftone,  faying,    "  Now    is 
Mortimer  lord  of  this  citie  ;"  as  if 
that  had  been  a  cuftomary  ceremony 
of  taking  pofteffion. 

There  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  the  Romans  poftefied  them- 
felves  of  London  in  the  reign  of 
Claudius;  under  whom  Aulus  Plau- 
tius  took  Camalodunum,  the  prefent 
Maldon,  in  Eflex,  and  planted  there 
a  colony,  confiiring  of  veterans  of 
the  fourteenth  legion,  about  a  hun- 
dred and  five  years  after  the  firft  in- 
vafion of  our  ifland  by  Csefar.  This 
was  the  firft  footing  the  Romans 
had  in  Britain.  It  feems  certain 
that    London  and    Verulam   were 

taken 
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talcen   potTeflion  of  about  the  fame  bits     of    boneS    emulating    ivory. 

time;  but  the  laft  clamcs  the  honor  hoife -collars,    toys  of  amber,   rnd 

of  being  of  a  far  earlier  date,  more  ghiTes,    and    other  articles   of  the 

opulent,  populous,  and  a  royal  feat  fame  material.     We  need  not  infifl: 

-before  the  conc^ueil:  of  Britain.    Ca-  en   the  commerce   of   tliis  period. 


malodunum  was  made  a  Colonia,  or 
a  place  govc-rned  entirely  by  Ro- 
man laws  and  cuftoms  ;  Verula- 
mium,  a  Municipiunv,  in  which  the 
natives  were  honored  with  the  pri- 
vileges of  Roman  citizens,  and  en- 
joyed their  own  laws  and  conili- 
tutions ;  and  Londinum  only  a  Vrx- 
fei^ura,  the  inhabitants,  a  mixture 


for  there  was  a  great  tr-d?  carried 
on  with  the  Gauls  in  tlie  dnys  cf 
C2?far  :  that  celebrated  invader  v.i- 
figning,  as  his  reafon  for  attempt- 
ing this  ifland,  the  vaft  fuppHcs 
which  we  gave  to  his  Gaulilh  ene- 
mies, and  which  interrupted  hii  cjii- 
quefts  on  the  continent.    • 

When  the  Romans  became  maf- 


•of  Romans  and  Britons,  being  fuf-     ters  of  London,   they  enlarged  the 


■fercd  to  enjoy  no  more  than  the 
name  of  citizens  of  Rome,  being  go- 
verned by  praefefts  fcnt  annually 
from  thence,  without  having  either 
their  own  laws  or  magi !l rates.  It  was 
even  then  of  fuch  ccncourfe,  and 
fuch  vaft  trade,  that  the  wife  con- 
querors did  not  think  fit  to  truil  the 
inhabitants  with  the  fame  privileges 
as  other  places,  of  which  they  had 
Jefs  reafon  to  be  jealous. 

There  is  no  mention  of  this  im- 
portant place,  till  the  reign  of 
Nero ;  when  Tacitus  fpeaks  of  it 
as  not  having  been  diftinguifhed 
as  a  colony,  but  famous  for  its  great 


precindls,  and  altered  their  form. 
It  extended  in  length  from  Lud- 
gate-hill  to  a  fpot  a  little  beyond 
the  Tower.  The  breadth  was  not 
half  equal  to  the  length,  and  at 
each  end  grew  confiderablv  nar- 
rower. The  time  in  which  tiie  wall 
was  built  is  very  uncertain.  S-^me 
afcribe  the  work  to  Conltantinc  the 
great.  Maitland,  to  Thecdofms, 
governor  of  Britain  in  369.  Pof- 
libly  their  founder  might  have  been 
Conilantine,  as  numbers  of  coins  of 
his  mother  Helena  have  been  dif- 
covered  under  them,  placed  there 
bv  him  in  comnliment  to  her.     To 


concourfe  of  merchants,  and  its  vaft     fupport   this    conjefture,    we   may 

rtrengthen  it  by  faying,  that  in  ho- 
nor of  this  emprefs,  the  citv,  about 
tJiat  time,  received  from  her  tl-.e 
tilte  of  Augufla;  which,  for  fome 
rime,  fuperfeded  the  antient  one  of 
Londinium.  Long  before  this  pe- 
riod, it  was  fully  Romanized,  and 
the  culloms,  manners,  buildings,  and 
arts  of  the  conqueror  adopted.  The 


commerce ;  this  indicates,  at  left, 
that  London  had  been  at  that  time 
of  fome  antiquity  as  a  trading 
town,  and  founded  long  before  the 
reign  of  that  emperor.  I'he  ex- 
ports from  hence  were  cattle,  hides, 
and  corn  ;  dogs  made  a  fmall  arti- 
cle ;  and,  let  me  add,  that  flaves 
were   a  confiderable    objed.     Our 


internal  parts  were  on  a  level  with  commerce  of  the  cmpiie  flowed  in 
the  African  flave  coafts ;  and  wars  regularly;  came  in  a  dirccl  channel 
among  the   petty    monarchs    were     from  die  feveral  parts  then  knovvn. 


promoted  for  the  fake  of  a  traffic 
now  fo  ftrongly  controverted.  The 
imports  were  at  lirll  fait,  earthen 
A\are,  and  works  in  brafj,  polilhed 


not  as  in  the  earlier  days  (when 
cefcribcd  by  Stmbo)  by  t.he  inter— 
vention  of  othe:  nations;  for  till 
the  fettlement  of  the  Roman  con- 
H  4  quert. 
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queft,  notiiing  could  come  imme- 
diately frcm  Italy.  The  antient 
courfe  of  the  walls  w:is  as  follows  : 
—It  began  with  a  fort  near  the 
prcfent  lite  of  the  Tower,  was  con- 
tinued along  the  Minories,  and  the 
back  of  Houndfditch,  acrofs  Bi- 
jliopfgate-ftreet,  in  a  ftrait  line  by 
London-wail  to  Cripplegate ;  then 
returned  fouthward  by  Crowder's 
Well  Alley,  (where  feveral  rem- 
nants of  lofty  towers  were  lately 
to  be  feen)  to  AMerfgate;  thence 
along  the  back  of  Buli-and-mouth- 
iireet  to  Neu  gate,  and  again  along 
the  back  of  the  houfes  in  the  Old 
Bailey  to  Ludgate;  feon  after  which 
it  probably  tinifhed  with  another 
fort,  where  the  houfe,  late  the  king's 
printing  houfe,  in  Black  Friars, 
now  ftands :  from  hence  another 
wall  ran  rear  the  river-fide,  along 
Thr;mes-IireeL,  quite  to  the  fort  on 
the  caflern  extremity,  in  another 
place  I  (hall  havt:  occalion  to  men- 
tion that  the  river  at  prefent  is 
moved  conlidcrabiy  more  to  tlie 
fcuth,  than  it  was  in  the  times  in 
qu'-ftion. 

That  the  Romans  had  a  fort  on 
the  fpot  at  p.eient  occupied  by  the 
Tower,  is  now  pall  doubt,  fince  the 
difcovery  of  a  filver  ingot,  and 
three  goiuen  coins;  one  of  the  em- 
peror Honorius,  the  others  of  Ar- 
cadius.  Its  weight  is  ten  ounces 
•eight  grains  cf  the  troy  pound.  In 
the  middle  is  ftiuck,  in  Roman  let- 
ters. 


j    K  X     O  F  F  I  C 


H  O  N  O  R  I  I 


This  is  mppofed  to  have  come  from 
the  royal  mint,  ch.n  at  Conftantino- 


ple,  and  intended  to  afcertr.in  the 
purity  of  the  filver  coin,  that  might 
have  bet  n  fent  over  witii  it,  Hono- 
rius   reigning  over  the  empire  of 
the  weft,  as  Arcadius  did  over  that 
of  the  eaft.     This  was  at  tlie  expi- 
ration of  the  Roman  power  in  Bri- 
tain.    The  coins  were  fuppofed  to 
have  been  part  of  the  money  fent 
to   pay   the  laft  legion  which  was 
ever    fent    to  the  affiftance   of  the 
Britons.     The  Tower  was  the  trea- 
fury    in  whicji    the    public   m.oney 
was  depofited.     The  coins  are  in 
fine  prefervation.     On  the  reverfe 
is  an  armed  man  treading  on  a  cap- 
tive, with  the  legend  VlCTOt^IA 
AVGGG,    and    at     the    bottom 
C  O  N  O  B .    '  I  he  firft  alludes  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the   legion    againft  the 
Picls  and  Scots.     CO  NOB.  may 
inter  d  Conivantinopoli  obfignata  *. 
The   walls   v.ere   three    miles   a 
hundred  and  fixty-five  feet  in  cir- 
cumference, guarded  at  proper  dif- 
tances,  on  the  land  fide,  with  fifteen 
lofty  towers;  fome   of  them  were 
remaining   within  thefe  few   years, 
and  pofiibly  may   ftill.     Maitland 
mentions  one,  twenty-fiX  feet  high, 
near  Gravel-lane,  on  the  weft  fide  of 
Koundfditch;  another,  about  eighty 
paces  fouth-eaft  towards   Aldgate; 
and  the  bafes  of  another,  fupport- 
ing  a  modern  houfe,  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  ftreet  called  the  Vine- 
yard, fouth  of  Aldgate.     But  fmce 
his  publication,  they  have  been  de- 
molilhed,  fo    that   there   is  not    a 
trace  left.     The  walls,  when  per- 
feft,    are    fuppofed   to    have  been 
twerty-tuo  feet  high,  the  towers, 
forty.     Thefe,    with    the  remnants 
of   the    wall,   proved   the  Roman 
ftrudure,  by  the  tiles  and  difpclition 


*  See  the  learned  dean  Milles's  e%  on  thefe  fubjeas  in  the  ArchaeloRia,  v.  p. 
2.51,  tab.  XXV.  ^   >      f 
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of  the  mafonry.  Loiulon-wall,  near 
MoorfieMs,  is  now  the  moll  eniire 
part  left  of  that  antient  precinft, 

I  muft  not  omit  the  Barbican,  the 
fpecula  or  watch-toi\  er  bclon  ing 
to  every  for.ified  place.  This  Itood 
a  little  without  the  walls,  to  the 
north-well:  of  Cripplcgate. 

The  gates,  which  received  the 
great  military  loads,  were  four. 
The  Prx-torian  way,  the  Saxon 
Watling-llreet,  pafled  under  one, 
on  the  fite  of  the  late  Newgate ; 
veftiges  having  been  difcovered  of 
the  road  in  digging  above  Holborn- 
bridge  ;  it  turned  down  to  Dow- 
gate,  or  more  properly  Dwr-gate  or 
Water-gate,  where  there  was  a  tra- 
jeftus  or  ferry,  to  join  it  to  the 
Watling-ftrect,  which  was  continued 
to  Dover.  The  Herniin-ftreet  pafled 
under  Cripplegate;  and  a  vicinal 
way  went  under  AlJgate,  by  Bethnal 
Green,  towards  Oldford,  a  pais 
over  the  river  Lee  to  Duroleiton, 
the  modern  Leiton,  in  Eflcx. 

In  moll  parts  of  antient  London, 
Roman  antiquities  have  been  found, 
whenever  it  has  been  thought  ne- 
celTary  to  dig  to  any  conliderable 
depth.  Beneath  the  old  Saint  Mary 
le  Bow  were  found  thp  walls,  win- 
dov.s,  and  pavement  of  a  Roman 
temple  ;  and  not  f^\r  from  it,  eigh- 
teen feet  deep  in  adventitious  foil, 
was  the  Roman  caufeway.  The 
great  elevation  of  the  prefent  ground 
above  its  former  flate,  will  be  taken 
notice  of  in  another  place. 

In  digging  the  foundation  for  the 
rebuilding  of  St.  Paul's,  was  found 
a  vail  cemetery :  firfl  lay  tlie  Sax- 
ons, in  graves  Kned  wich  chalk 
Hones,  or  in  coffins  of  hollowed 
Hones  ;  beneath  th.  m  had  been  the 
bodies  of  the  Britons,  placed  in 
rows.  Abundance  of  ivory  and 
boxen  pins,  about  fix  inches  long. 


marked  their  place.-.  Thefe  were 
fuppofed  to  have  failened  the 
fiuouds  in  which  the  bodies  were 
wrapped.  Tliele  perifliing,  left  rhe 
pins  entire.  In  the  fame  row,  but 
deeper,  were  Roman  urns  inter- 
mixed, lamps,  lacrymatcries ;  frag- 
ments of  facrificial  vefiels  v.  ere  alfo 
difcovered,  in  digging  towards  the 
north-eail  corner;  and  in  1675, 
not  f^r  from  the  eail  corner,  at  a 
conlideraWe  depth,  beneath  fome 
flinty  pavement,  were  found  num- 
bers of  vefiels  of  earthen  ware,  and 
of  glafs,  of  mod  exquifite  colours 
and  beauty,  forne  infcribed  with 
the  names  of  deities,  heroes,  or 
men  of  rank.  Others  ornamented 
with  variety  of  figures  in  bas  r^'ef^ 
of  animals  and  of  rofe-trees.  Tef- 
feruls  of  jaiper,  porphyry,  or  mar- 
blr.  fuch  as  form  the  pavement 
we  fo  often  fee,  were  alfo  difcover- 
ed. Alio  glals  beads  and  rings, 
large  pins  of  ivory  and  bone,  tufks 
of  boars,  and  horns  of  deer  fawn 
thrcugh.  Alfo  coins  of  dificrcnt 
emperors,  among  them  fome  of 
Conuan'dne;  which  at  once  deilrovs 
the  conjcfture  of  Mr.  Maitland, 
who  fuppofes  that  this  collection 
w  ere  flung  together  at  the  fackirg 
of  London  by  our  injured  Boa- 
dicia. 

The  choice  of  the  fituation  of 
this  great  city  was  mofl  judicious. 
It  is  on  a  gravelly  foil ;  ard  on  a 
declivity  down  to  the  borders  of  a 
magnificent  river.  The  Hope  is 
evident  in  every  part  of  the  ai.cient 
city,  and  the  vail  modern  buildings. 
The  aniient  city  Vvas  defended  in 
front  by  the  river ;  on  the  well  fide 
by  the  deep  lavine,  fincc  known  by 
the  name  of  Flcct-ditch  ;  on  the 
north  by  morafies;  on  the  eail,  as 
I  ihlped,  by  another  lavine.  All 
the  land  round  Wcftminiler  Abbey 

was 
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was  a  flat  fen.^which  continued  be- 
yond Fulham :  but  a  rife  com- 
mences oppofite  to  it,  and  forms  a 
magnificent  bend  above  the  cur- 
vature of  the  Thames,  even  to  the 
Tow  er.  The  Surry  fide  was  in  all 
probability  a  great  expanfe  of  wa- 
ter, a  lake,  a  Lljiz,  as  the  Welili  call 
it ;  which  an  ingenious  country- 
man of  mine  *,  not  without  reafon, 
thinks  might  have  given  a  name  to 
our  capital;  Llyn  Din,  or  the  city 
on  the  lake.  This  moft  probably 
%vas  the  original  name :  and  that 
derived  from  LIcng  a  fhip,  and  di7i  a 
town,  might  have  been  bellowed 
when  the  place  became  a  feat  of 
trade,  and  famous  for  the  concourfe 
of  ihipping.  The  expanfe  of  water 
might  ha\^  filled  the  fpace  between 
the  rifing  grounds  at  Deptford,  and 
thofe  at  Clapham ;  and  been  bound- 
ed to  the  foudi  by  the  beai«iful 
5urry  Hills.  Lambeth  Marfh,  and 
the  Bankfide,  evidently  were  reco- 
vered from  the  water.  Along  Lam- 
beth are  the  names  of  Narrow 
Walls,  or  the  mounds  which  ferved 
for  that  purpofe;  and  in  South- 
wark,  Bankfide  again  Ihews  the 
means  of  converting'  the  antient 
lake  into  ufeful  land :  even  to  this 
<}a_y  the  trad  beyond  Southwark, 
and  in  particular  that  beyond  Ber- 
niondfey-ftreet,  is  fo  very  low,  and 
beneath  the  level  of  common  tides, 
that  the  proprietors  are  obliged  to 
iccure  it  by  embankments. 


Ay.tiquhy  £/~Bilingfgate,  and  anticiit 
Prices  cf  FiJJy  and  other  Articles, 
From  the  fame. 


A 


FTER    the,  Cullom-houfe, 
the  hill:  place  of  note  is  Bil- 


lingfgate,  or,  to  adapt  the  fpellinj 
to  conjectures  of  antiquaries,  "  who 
go  beyond  the  realms  of  Chaos  and 
old  night,"  Belin's-gate,  or  the  gate 
ofBelinus  king  of  Britain,  fellow- 
adventurer  with  Brennus  king  of 
the  Gauls,  at  the  facking  of  Rome, 
three  hundred  and  fixty  years  be- 
fore tiie  Chriltian  asra :  and  the 
Beli  mawr,  who  graces  the  pedi- 
grees of  numbers  of  us  antient  Bri- 
tons. For  fear  of  falling  on  fome 
inglorious  name,  I  fubmit  to  -the 
etymology;  but  muft  confefs  there 
does  not  appear  any  record  of  a 
gate  at  this  place :  his  fon  Lud  was 
more  fortunate,  for  Ludgate  pre- 
ferves  his  memory  to  every  citizen, 
who  knows  the  juil:  value  of  anti- 
quity. Gate  here  fignifies  only  a 
place  where  there  was  a  concourfe 
of  people  ;  a  common  quay  or  wharf, 
where  there  ii  a  free  going  in  and 
out  of  the  fame.  This  was  a  fmall 
port  for  the  reception  of  ihipping, 
and,  for  a  confiderable  time,  the 
moll:  important  place  for  the  land- 
ing of  almoll  every  article  of  com- 
merce. It  was  not  till  the  reign  of 
king  William  that  it  becam.e  cele- 
brated as  a  filh-market ;  who,  in 
1699,  by  aft  of  parlement  made  it 
a  free  port  for  filh,  which  might  be 
fold  there  every  day  in  the  week 
except  Sunday.  Tlie  object  of  this 
has  long  been  frurtrated,  and  the 
epicuie  who  goes  (as  was  a  frequent 
practice)  to  Blllingfgate  to  eat  fifh 
in  perfeftion,  will  now  be  cruelly 
difappointed. 

I  cannot  give  a  lift  of  the  fifh 
moft  acceptable  in  the  Saxon  ages; 
but  there  is  a  lift  left  of  thofe  vvhich 
were  brought  to  market  in  that  of 
Edward  I.  \\ho  defcended  even  to 
regulate  the  prices,  that  his  fubjeds 


*  Mr.  William  Owenj  of  Barmouth,  now  re.ldent  in  London. 
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migKt  not  be  left  to  the  mercy  of 
the  venders. 

The  bell  plaice 

A  dcfzen  of  belt  foles     - 

Beil  frelh  mulvil,  i.  e.  Mol- 

V?.,  either  cod  or  ling 
Bert  haddock     - 
Bed  barkcy       _         -  _ 

Bert  mullet  _  _  _ 
Bell  tlorac,  John  Doree  ?  - 
Beft  conger  _  -  _ 
Bell  turbot  -  -  - 
Bell  bran,  fard,  and  betule  - 
Bell  raackrel,  in  Lent 
And  out  of  Lent 
Be!l  gurnard 

Bell    frerh    merlings,    i.  e. 

merlangi,    whitings,  four 

for         - 

Bell  powdered  ditto,  1 2  for 

Bell  pickled  herrings,  twenty 

This  Ihews  that  the  invention  of 
pickling  was  before  the  time  of 
William  Benkelen,  who  died 
in  1397.  See  Brit.  Zool.  iii. 
article  Herring. 

s.  d. 
Bell  frelh  ditto,  before  Mi- 
chaelmas, fix  for     -         -01 
Ditto,  after  Michaelmas,  1 2 

for      -  -         -         -01 

Bell     Thames,    or    Severn 

lamprey  -  -04. 

Bell  frella  oyllers,  a  gallon  for    o  2 
A  piece  of  rumb,  grofs  and 
fat,  I  fufpedholibut,  which 
is  iifually  fold  in  pieces,  at     o  4. 
Bell  fea-hog,  i.  e.  porpefie  -     6  S 
Bell  eels,  a  lliike,  or  |  hun- 
dred    -         -         -         -02 
Bell  lampreys,  in  winter,  the 

hundred         -         -         -08 
Puto,  at  other  times     -       -06 
Thefe,  by  their  cheapnefs,   mull 
have   been  the  little  lampreys 
now  u'^;d  for  bait. 
But  we   alio  imported  lair.preys 
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from    Nantes  :     the    firll 
which   came  in  was  fold 
for  not  lefs  than       -         -     i 
A  month  after,  at       -         -     o 
Eeil    frelh      falraor.,     from 

Chrillmas  to  Ealler,  for         5 
Ditto,  after  ditto        -  -     3 

Be'l  fmelts,  the  hundred      -     o 
Bell  roche,  in  fummer  -     o 

Beil  lucy,  or  pike,  at  -     6 

By  the  very    high  price    of  the 
pike,  it  is  very  probable  thit 
this  fifh  had  not  yet  been  in- 
troduced into  our  ponds,  but 
v.as  imported  at  this  period  as 
a  luxury,  pickled,  or  Ibme  way 
preferved. 
Among  thefe  filh,  let  me  obferve, 
that  the  conger  is,  at  prefent,  never 
admitt  'd  to  any  good  table  ;  and  to 
fpeak    ot    ferving    up    a    porpefie 
whole,  or  in   part,  would   fet    your 
gueils  a  flaring.     Yet,  fuch  is   ths 
difference  of  talle,  both  thefe  filhes 
were  in  high  elleem.     King  Rich- 
ard's mailer  cooks  have  left  a  molt 
excellent     receipt    for     congur    in 
/aT.v/e;  and  as  for  the  other  great 
fifh,  it  was  either   eaten  roalled,  or 
faked,  or  in  broth,  ox  fitrmente  n.Kiith 
porpcjfe.     The  learned  doftor  Caius 
even  tells  us  the  proper  fauce,  and 
fays,  that  it  fliould   be    the   fame 
v.ith  that  for  a    dolphin ;  another 
dilh  unheard  of  in  our  days.    From 
the    great  price    the  lucy  or   pike 
bore,    one  may  reafonably   fufpeft 
that  it  was  at  that  time  an  exotic 
fifh,  and  brought  over  at  a  vail  ex- 
pence. 

I  confefs  myfclf  unacquainted 
with  the  words  barkey,  bran,  and 
betule:  far  J  was  properly  the  far- 
dine  or  pilchard;  i  am  equally  at 
a  lofs  about  croplings  and  rumb: 
but  the  pickled  balenes  were  cer- 
tainly the  pholas  dadjlus  of  Lin- 
naeus, 
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ncus,  1 1 10  ;  the  balanm  of  Ronde- 
letius  de  TeftacrLs,  28  ;  and  the 
dattili  of  the  modern  Italians,  wliich 
are  to  this  day  ea^en,  and  even 
pick'ed. 

To  this  lift  of  fea-filh,  which  were 
admitted  in  thofe  days  to  table, 
may  be  added  the  fturgeon,  and 
ling;  and  there  is  twice  mention, 
in  archbilhop  Nevill's  great  feaft, 
of  a  certain  fifh,  both  roafted  and 
baked,  unknown  at  prefent,  called  a 
tkirl-pooh. 

The  ffal  was  alfo  reckoned  a  fifh, 
and,  V  ith  the  fturgeon  and  porpefs, 
were  tlie  only  frelh  fifl\  which,  by 
the  33d  of  Henry  Vlll.  were  per- 
mitted to  be  bought  of  any  ftranger 
at  fea,  between  England  and  France, 
Flanders,  and  Zealand. 

On  April  nth  of  the  prefent 
year,  I  pafTed  through  Billinglgate, 
and  obferved,  on  the  ground,  fome 
large  pieces  of  ice,  in  which  I  was 
told  the  lidmon  from  Berwick,  and 
others  of  our  northern  fifhery,  was 
packed  in  boxes.  The  ice  is  pre- 
served in  ice-houfes  throughout  the 
•winter  entirely  for  that  purpofe. 


Price  of  provifions  given  at  a 
dinner  of  the  wax-chandler's  com- 
pany, in  the  year  1478. 

Two  loins  of  mutton,  and 

tv\  0  loins  of  veal 
A  loin  of  beef 
A  leg  of  mutton     - 
A  pig     - 
A  capon 


-014 

-  004 

-  002^ 

-  004 

-  006 


A  coney        -         _  -     o  o  z 

One  dozen  of  pigeons  -     007 

A  hundred  eggs  ^     o  o  8| 

A  goofe  .  -006 

A  gallon  of  red  wine  -     008 

A  kilderkin  of  ale  -008 

;C-0    7    O 


Price  of  provifions  provided  for 
a  dinner  given  by  certain  ferjeants 
at  law.  In  the  year  !53i. 


Brought  to  the  flaughter- 

houle  24  beeves,  each  - 
One   carcafe    of  an   oxe 

from  the  fhambles 
One  hundred  fat  muttons, 

each         _  _         _ 

Fifty-one  great  veales,  at 
Thirty-four  porkes,  at     - 
Ninety-one  pigs,  at 
Capons  of  Greece,  of  one 

poulter     (for    he    had 

three)    ten   dozens,  at 

(apiece) 
Capons     of    Kent,    nine 

dozen  and  fix,  at 
Cocks    of    grofe,    feven 

dozen  and  nine,  at 
Cocks   courfe  xiii  dozen, 

at  'id,  and  3^.  apiece. 
Pullets,    the  "bell     z\d. 

each.     Other  pullets   - 
Pigeons,   37  dozen,  each 

dozen        .  .  - 

Swans  xiii  dozen. 
Larkes  340  dozen,  each 

dozen        ... 
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Miscellaneous  Essays. 


^Remarks  on  fotne  Pn/Jages  of  the  fixth 
Book  of  the  Eneid,  by  James  Beat- 
tie,  LL.  D.  See.  from  Tranfadions 
of  the  Royal  Society  o/"  Edinburgh. 

TH  E  R  B  is  nolhiii'g  in  Viif^il 
more  explicit  than  the  ac- 
count of  Tartarus;  and  I  know  not 
why  it  has  been  fo  generally  mif- 
underftood.  Dr.  Warburton  fays, 
in  one  place,  that  Eneas  faw  the 
fights  of  Tartarus  at  a  difrance,  and 
in  another,  that  Eneas  paffed  through 
1^;irtarus.  In  faftj  he  did  neither. 
He  could  not  pafs  through  without 
entering ;  and  this,  we  are  tol  i,  was 
to  him  impofiible:  "  Nulli  fis  cafto 
fcclcratum  infiilere  limen."  And 
though  he  had  been  permitted  to 
enter,  he  could  not  pafs  through, 
without  lirll  croihng  a  river  of  fire, 
and  then  defcenJing  into  an  im- 
menfe  gulph,  twice  as  deep  beneath 
the  level  of  the  other  regions  of 
darknefs,  as  thofe  are  remote  from 
heaven.  It  was  equally  impoffible 
fjr  him  to  fee  f;om  a  dillance  what 
was  doing  in  fuch  a  gulph,  even 
though  the  gate  that  led  to  it  had 
been  open,  which,  however,  at  this 
time,  happened  to  be  fliut.  "  You 
fee,  faid  the  Sybil,  v/hat  a  centinel 
fiLs  witliout  in  the  porch,  ^meaning 
Tifiphone)  ;  another,  Hill  more 
dreadful,  has  her  ftation  within;" 
w^iich,  as  he  could  not  fee  it,  fhe 
informs  h  m  is  a  huge  ferpent,  or 


hydra,  with  fifty  heads.  An  open- 
ing of  the  gate  i«  indeed  mention- 
ed, which  Rueus  underftandsto  have 
taken  place  at  the  very  time  when 
the  Trojan  and  the  Sybil  were  look- 
ing at  it.  But  that  is  a  mlilake. 
The  Sybil  only  tells  her  companic  n, 
that,  when  Rhadamantlius  has  made 
the  criminals  confefs  their  guilt, 
then  at  length  ijum  demum)  the  gats 
opens  for  their  reception  into  twm. 
place  of  torment.  It  is  llrange  that 
Rueus  and  Dr.  Warburton  did  not 
fee  that  this  is  the  obvious  import 
of  the  words  of  Virgil;  and  that,  if 
we  do  not  underftand  them  in  this 
fenfe,  the  paffagc  mull  appear  con- 
fufed,  if  not  ungramm.atical.  Jn  a 
word;  of  the  infide  of  Tartarus  the 
Trojan  hero  faw  nothing;  he  faw 
the  outlide  only,  the  walls,  the 
gates,  the  tower  of  iron,  &c.  and 
thefe  he  faw  at  fome  eittance.  What 
was  paffing  within  he  learns  from 
the  Sybil's  information. 

"  And  now,"  fays  fhe,  "  let  us  be 
going.  Yonder,  on  the  right  hand, 
is  the  palace  of  Proferpinc,  where, 
in  the  vaulted  porch  that  fronts  us, 
we  are  commanded  to  depofit  the 
golden  bough."  This  ceremony 
Eneas  performs,  after  having  fp rink- 
led  himfelf  with  pure  water;  which 
was  cudomary  with  thofe  who  made 
offerings  to  the  gods. 

They  then  went  onward  to  Ely- 
fium,  Lliegay  fccnery  of  which,  im- 
mediately 
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mediately  fucceeding  the  gloom  of 
purgatory  and  the  horrors  of  Tar- 
tarus, is  fo  charming,  that  every 
leader  feels  himfelf  refrelhed  by  it. 
Here  were  gro\cs,  and  plains,  and 
meadows,  clothed  widi  perpetual 
verdure,  the  abodes  of  tranquillity 
End  joy,  and  illuminated  by  a  fun 
and  Itars  of  the  moft  refulgent 
beauty.  Here  were  feafling,  and 
dancing,  an'd  mufic,  and  poets  ac- 
companying their  verfes  with  the 
iarmony  of  the  lyre.  Here  thofe 
varlike  excrcifcs  were  renewed,  in 
vhich  the  heroes  while  on  earth  had 
fo  much  delighted ;  and  here  were 
liorfes,  and  chariots,  and  arms,  and 
every  thing  that  could  gratify  an 
lieroic  mind.  It  muft  be  owned, 
tlmt  all  this  is  very  inadequate  to 
the  dcfires  and  the  capacity  of  an 
immortal  foul :  but  Virgil  had  heard 
of  nothing  better;  and  it  was  im- 
pofTible  for  him  to  defcribe  what  he 
could  not  conceive. 

In  this  Elyfium,  which,  with  all 
its  iraperfedion,  is,  as  well  as  the 
jnfernal  world,  founded  on  the  belt 
ideas  ofretributive  juftice  that  could 
he  expefled  from  a  pagan,  the  poet 
places  in  a  ftate  of  endlefs  felicity 
"  the  fhades  of  the  pure  and  the  pi- 
bus  ;  of  heroes  who  have  died  in  de- 
fence of  their  country;  of  ingenious 
men  who  have  employed  their  ta- 
lents in  adorning  human  life  with 
elegant  arts,  or  in  recommending 
piety  and  virtue  ;  and  of  all  v,  ho,  by 
afl:s  of  beneficence,  have  merited  the 
love  and  the  gratitude  of  their  fel- 
low-creatures." 

To  a  company  of  thefe  happy 
beings,  who  had  flocked  round  the 
two  llrangers,  and  efpecially  to  the 
poet  Mufeus,  whom  fhe  knew,  the 
Sybil  addrefled  herfeif.  defiring  to 
be  informed  where  Anchifes  re- 
fided     We  have  no  certain  habita- 


tions, returned  the  poet;  we  wander 
about,  and  amufe  ourfelves  wherever 
we  pleafe ;  but  follow  me  to  yonder 
rifmg  ground,  and  I  (hall  put  you  irt 
a  patii  that  will  conduft  you  to 
him. 

Some  writers  blame  Virgil  for 
rot  making  Eneas  find  Hom.er  in  • 
this  part  of  Elyiium;  and  inlinuate, 
that  the  Roman  poet  mufi  have  been 
both  invidious  and  ungrateful,  in 
neglcfting  fuch  an  opportunity  of 
doing  honour  to  his  great  mafter, 
to  whom  he  owed  fo  much.  Thofe 
critics  do  not  confider  that  Eneas 
was  dead  an  hundred  years  before 
Homer  was  born.  Our  poet  has 
been  cenfured  for  a  fuppojed  ana- 
chronifm,  in  making  Eneas  and 
Dido  contemporary;  and  here  he  is 
found  fault  with  for  having  judici- 
oufly  avoided  a  real  anachrcnifm. 

It  chanced  that  Anchifes  was  at 
this  time  in  a  remote  valley,  review- 
ing, in  their  ftate  of  pre-exiftence, 
fome  of  his  pofterity,  viho  were  af- 
terwards to  diftinguifii  themfeives 
in  the  Roman  republic.  When  he 
faw  his  fen  advancing  towards  him, 
he  held  forth  both  his  hands,  gave 
him  an  affeftionate  welcom.e,  and 
wept  for  joy.  The  hero  would  have 
embraced  his  father ;  but  found  that 
the  fhade,  though  vifible,  eluded  the 
touch. 

After  a  fliort  converfation,  Eneas 
happening  to  fee,  in  a  grove  through 
which  a  river  was  flowing,  an  innu- 
merable multitude  of  human  beings 
flying  about,  afked  his  father  who 
they  were,  and  what  river  it  was. 
The  river,  faid  he,  is  Lethe,  of 
Mhich  thofe  fouls  are  taking  a 
draught,  being  about  to  return  to 
the  upper  world,  in  order  to  ani-  . 
mate  new  bodies.  Is  it  to  be  ima- 
gined, exclaims  Eneas,  that  fouls 
fhoukl  ever  leave  this  happy  place, 

ai'id 
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and  go  back  to  the  imprifonment  of 
the  body,  and  all  the  wretchednefs 
of  mortality  i'  I  will  explain  the 
whole  matter  to  you,  replies  An- 
chifes. 

Know,  then,  that  all  the  parts  of 
this  vifible  univerfe,  the  heavens, 
and  earth,  and  fky,  the  fun,  moon, 
and  liars,  are,  like  one  vaft  body, 
animated  by  an  univerfj  fpirit, 
whereof  the  fouls,  or  vital  princi- 
ples, of  all  animals,  of  men  and 
bcalts,  of  iifhes  and  fowl,  are  ema- 
nations. This  vital  principle  is,  in 
every  animal,  the  fource  offenfation 
and  motion;  but,  from  the  influence 
that  the  body  has  over  it,  becomes 
fubjeft  to  inordinate  pafiions,  and 
forgetful  of  its  heavenly  original. 
The  foul  of  man,  in  particular,  (for 
nothing  further  is  faid  of  the  other 
animals)  contradls,  while  fhut  up  in 
the  dark  prifon  of  the  body,  a  de- 
gree of  debafement  which  does  not 
leave  it  at  death,  and  from  which 
the  fufferings  of  a  fubfequent  ftate  of 
purgation  are  neceflary  to  purify  it. 
Thefe  are  of  different  kinds  and  de- 
grees, according  to  the  different  de- 
grees and  kinds  of  guilt  or  impu- 


rity which  the  foul  has  contrafted. 
Som.e  fouls  are  expofed  to  the  beat- 
ing of  winds,  fome  are  wafhed  irj 
water,  and  fom.e  purified  by  fire. 
Every  one  of  us  (fays  Anchifes,  in- 
cluding himfelf)  fufFers  his  own  pe- 
culiar pains  of  purification.  Then 
we  are  fent  into  this  vafl  Elyfiuni, 
and  a  few  of  us  remain  in  the  eternal 
pofTefTion  of  it  *.  The  reft  conti- 
nue here,  till  by  the  air  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  place,  the)''  have  en- 
tirely got  the  better  of  tJie  impu- 
rity contraded  in  the  world,  have 
had  every  impreffion  of  the  pains  of 
purgatory  worn  out,  and  are  re- 
Itored  to  their  original  fimplicity  of 
nature.  Thus  refined,  they  are,  at 
the  end  of  a  thoufand  years  f ,  fum- 
xnoned  by  a  divine  agent,  or  god, 
to  meet  in  one  great  afl'embly,  where 
they  drink  of  Lethe  to  wafh  away 
remembrance,  and  then,  in  com- 
pliance with  their  own  inclination, 
are  fent  back  to  the  earth  to  ani- 
mate new  bodies. 

Having  ended  this  account,  An- 
chifes, with  his  fon  and  the  Sybil, 
pafTes  to  a  rifmg  ground,  and  points 
out   in  a  ftate    of   pre-exiftence,   a 


*  I  fuppofe  the  words  Et  fauci  lata  ar'va  tenemus,  to  be  a  parenthefis ; 
which,  in  my  opinion,  clears  the  text  of  all  obfcurity.  By  the  change  of  the  per- 
fon,  in  ihc  four  lali  lines  of  the  fpeech, — Has  omnes, — solvere, — incipiani, — re- 
'vifant,  it  appears,  that  Anchifes  does  not  include  himlclf  among  thole  who  were 
to  return  to  t'ne  world  ;  which  afcertains  fiifficie-^tly  the  import  cf  tenemus.  The 
learned  Rueus  conftrues  the  pafTage  in  a  way  fomewhat  different }  but  his  gene- 
ral accovmt  of  the  poet's  docfrine  differs  not  elfentialiy  from  mine. 

f  More  literally,  "  When  they  have  rolled  the  wheel,  or  circle,  for  a  thoufand 
years  ;"  that  is,  when  the  revolution  of  a  thoufand  years  is  completed.  For  this 
interpretation  we  are  indebted  to  Servius,  who  tells  us  further,  that  this  fnigular 
phrale  was  taken  from  Ennius.  Anciently  perhaps  rota  might  mean  a  circle,  us 
well  as  a  •■wheel,)  and  poetically  ^year;  fo  that,  in  Ennius's  time,  'vsl-vo'e  rctam 
wight  be  a  figurative  phrafe  of  the  fame  import  with  annum  per ogere,  to  pafs  a 
year.  The  original  mtaning  o^  annus  \%  a  circle,  \v\\cx\c&  the  diminutive /j«/.'?.'/;<j, 
n  ring.  The  fame  reference  to  the  circular  nature  of  the  year,  may  be  feeu  in  the 
Greek  Evia-^rc,-,  which  Virgil  certainly  had  in  his  mind  when  he  wrote,  "  Atque 
in  fe  fua  per  veftigia  volvitur  annus."  When  this  is  attended  to,  our  author's 
life  of  the  phrafe  \\\  quettion  will  appear  not  fo  harfh  as  it  might  otherwii'e  he 
thought  ttf  be,  aod  not  at  all  too  figiuative  in  this  very  fokmn  part  cf  the 
poun. 
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proceflion  of  Roman  heroes,  who 
were  in  due  time  lo  defcciid  from 
]iim;  briefly  defcribing  their  feve- 
ral  characters,  in  a  molt  lublinie 
ftrain  of  poetical  prophecy. 

I  lliall  iubjoin  a  few  remarks  on 
the  concluding  Icene  of  this  nobie 
episode; — on  the  gates  of  ho  n  and 
ivorv.  "Phefc  gates  have  given  no 
little  trouble  to  critics,  both  ancient 
and  modern  ;  who,  after  .dl,  feem  to 
have  been  not  very  fortunate  in 
their  conjectures.  This  is  owing, 
not  to  oblcurity  in  the  poet,  but  to 
the  refinement  of  thofe  inierpreters, 
who  mlftook  a  plain  pallage  fo/  a 
profound  allegory,  and  were  deter- 
mined to  find  a  fecret  meaning  in  it. 
The  gate  of  ivory,  fay  they,  tranf- 
mits  fiilfe  dreams,  and  that  of  horn 
true  ones ;  and  Eneas  and  his  com- 
panion are  difm.ilTed  from  Elyfium, 
and  letintothe  upper  world,  through 
the  ivory  gate.  What  can  this  im- 
ply, but  that  the  poet  meant  to  inh- 
nuate,  that  every  thing  he  had  faid 
concerning  a  ftate  of  future  retribu- 
tion, was  nothing  more  than  a  falla- 
cious dream  ?  And,  in  fupport  of 
this  conjedlure,  they  generally  quote 
from  the  Georgic  three  verfes  to 
prove,  that  Virgil  was  in  his  heart 
fin  Epicurean,  and  confequently  dif- 
beiieved  both  a  future  ftate  and  a 
providence.  The  verfes  are — "  Fe- 
lix qui  potuit  rerum  cognofcere 
caufas,  Atque  metus  omnes,  et  in- 
exorabile  fatum,  Subjecit  pedibus, 
ftrepitumque  Acherontis  avari." 

Now,  in  the  firft  place,  it  does 
not  appear  to  me,  that  thefe  lines 
can  prove  their  author  ever  to  have 
been  an  Epicurean,  or  that  he  meant 
to  fay  more  than  "  Happy  is  the 
man  whofe  mind  philofophy  lias 
faifed  above  the  fear  of  death,  as 
Tvell  as  above  all  other  fears."  For, 
in  the  Georgic,  he  not  only  recom- 


mends religion  and  prayer,  which 
Epicureans  could  not  do  confillently 
with  their  principles,  but  again  and 
again  aflerts  a  providence;  and,  in 
terms  equally  elegant  and  juft,  vin- 
dicates the  Divine  wifdorn  in  eltab- 
liihing  phyfical  evil  as  the  means  of 
improving  and  elevating  the  mind 
of  man.  But  does  he  not,  in  his 
fixtii  eclogue,  give  an  account  of 
tiie  formation  of  the  world  accord- 
ing to  the  Epicurean  theory  .■'  He 
does ;  and  he  makes  it  part  of  the 
iong  of  a  drunkard:  no  proof  that 
he  licld  it  in  very  high  efteem 

But,  zdJy,  Suppofmg  our  poet's 
admiration  of  Lucretius  might  nave 
made  him  formerly  partial  to  the 
tenets  of  Epicurus,  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  he  continued  fo  to  the  end 
of  his  life,  or  that  he  was  fo  while 
employed  upon  the  Eneid.  The  du- 
ties of  religion,  and  the  fuperintend- 
ing  care  of  providence,  are  by  no 
other  Pagan  author  fo  warm.ly  en- 
forced as  in  this  poem;  and  the 
energy  with  which,  in  the  fixth 
book,  and  in  one  pafiage  of  the 
eighth,  (v.  666,)  he  ailerts  a  future 
retribution,  feems  to  prove,  that  he 
was  fo  far  in  earned  with  regard 
to  this  matter,  as  to  believe,  that  it 
was  not,  as  the  Epicureans  affirmed, 
either  abfurd  or  improbable. 

Let  it  be  remarked,  in  the  third 
place,  that  no  poet  ever  thought  of 
fo  prepofterous  a  m^ethod  of  pleaf- 
ing  and  inltruiling  his  readers,  a<> 
iiril  to  employ  all  his  fkill  in  adorn 
ing  his  fable,  and  then  tell  them, 
that  they  ought  not  to  believe  a 
word  of  it.  The  true  poet's  aim  is 
very  different.  He  adapts  himfelf 
to  the  opinions  that  prevail  among 
the  people  for  whom  he  writes,  tliat 
they  may  the  more  eafily  acquiefce: 
in  his  narrative  ;  or  he  is  careful,  at 
leaft,  to  make  his  fable  Confident 

with 
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with  itfclf,  in  order  to  give  it  as 
much  as  poffible  the  appearance  of 
ferioufnefs  and  truth.  //V  know, 
that  the  icencry  of  tlie  fixth  book  is 
■vrholly  fiilitious ;  but  the  Romans 
did  not  certainly  know  how  far  it 
might  be  fo :  founded  as  it  was  on 
ancient  tradition,  which  no  hiftory 
they  had  could  overturn ;  and  on 
philofophicai  opinions,  which  they 
h  id  never  heard  confuted,  and  which, 
where  Revehuion  was  unknown, 
might  Teem  refpedable,  on  account 
of  the  abilities  of  Pythagoras,  Plato, 
and  other  great  men  who  had  taught 
them. 

To  which  I  may  add,  ^fMv,  as  an 
argument  decifive  of  the  prefent 
queftion.  That  if  Virgil  wilhed  his 
countrymen  to  belie v-  him  to  have 
been  fio/  in  earned  in  what  he  had 
told  them  of  a  pre-exiftent  and  fu- 
ture ftate,  he  mult  alfo  have  wiihed 
them  to  underfland,  that  the  compli- 
ment.'; he  had  been  paying  to  the 
moll  favourite  charafters  among 
their  ancellors  were  equally  infin- 
cere;  and  that  what  he  kid  laid  of 
the  virtues  of  Camilius,  Brutus, 
Cato,  Scipio,  and  even  Augultus 
him^'If,  was  altogether  vilionarv, 
and  had  ?.<;  good  a  right  to  a  pafiage 
through  the  ivory  gate,  as  any  ocher 
falfehood.  Had  Oclavia  underllood 
this  to  be  the  poet's  meaning,  l"he 
would  not  have  rewarded  him  fo  li- 
berally for  his  matchlefs  encomium 
on  the  younger  Marcelius.  Had 
this  indeed  betn  his  niear>ing,  all  the 
latter  part  of  the  fixth  book  would 
have  Wn  a  ftudicd  infult  on  Au- 
guftus,  and  the  other  heroes  there 
celebrHted,  as  well  as  on  the  \vl'  >ie 
RoBirtn  people.  Strange,  tJiat  the 
jTBoft  judicious  writer  i.;  the  world 
lliQuld  commit  fuch  a  blunder  in  the 
iTioil  ehiborate  part  of  a  poem  which 
ie  had  coiifecratcd  to  the  hor^our  of 
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his  country,  and  particularly  to  that 
of  liis  great  patron  AuguAusl 

We  muft  therefore  admit,  cither 
that  Virgil  had  loft  his  (tnks,  or^ 
which  i^  more  probable,  that,  in 
fending  Eneas  and  the  Sybil  through 
the  ivory  gate,  he  intended  no  far- 
caftic  reflection  either  on  his  coun- 
try or  on  his  poetry.  In  a  word, 
we  muft  admit,  that,  in  this  part  of 
his  fable,  he  was  juft  as  much  in 
earneft  as  in  any  other;  and  thac 
there  was  no  more  joke  in  Eneas's 
a/ce}it  through  the  gate  of  ivory, 
tlian  in  his  defcent  through  the  cave 
of  Avemus.  How  then  are  we  to 
underfland  this  adventure  of  the 
gate  f  I  anfwer.  By  making  the  poet 
his  own  interpreter,  and  not  feeking 
to  find  things  in  his  book  which  we 
have  no  good  reafon  to  think  were 
ever  in  his  head. 

Jn  the  nineteenth  book  of  the 
Odyfiey,  Penelope,  fpeaking  of 
dreams,  fays  to  her  nurfe,  that  t.here 
are  two  gates  by  which  they  are 
tianfmitted  to  us ;  one  made  of 
horn,  through  which  the  true  dreams 
pafs,  and  the  other  of  ivory,  wiiich 
e:nits  falfe  dreams.  This  thought 
Homer  probably  derived  from  ibrna 
Egyptian  cuftom  or  tradition,  vvhicli 
o-.ie  might  dircafs  with  m.any  quo- 
tations and  much  appearance  of 
learning;  and  this,  no  doubt,  gave 
Virgil  the  hint  of  the  paffage  now 
before  us.  But  Virgil's  account 
differs  from  Homer's  m.ore  than  the 
commentators  fc-jm  to  be  aware  of. 
Hom.er  does  not  fay  in  what  p.\rt  of 
the  v.'orld  his  gates  are  ;  Virgil's  are 
in  Italy,  not  far  from  Cumje,  and 
are  faid  to  be  the  outlet  from  Ely- 
fium  into  the  upper  world  :  a-wi'd 
fi(*^tion  no  doubt,  but  not  more  wild 
than  that  of  making  the  cave  of 
Avernu?  the  inlet  from  the  upper 
world  into  tiie  nether.  iioin<.'r's 
I  gaces 
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ji:ates  are  the  gates  of  dreams;  Vir- 
gil calls  his  tJie  gates  of  fleep.  The 
former  arc  not  lliid  to  tranfmit  any 
thinir  but  dreams;  of  the  latter,  one 
tranrmits  dreams,  and  the  other  real 
gholis  or  Jhadc:.  for  thus,  though 
all  the  commcntr.tors  are  si^-unll  me, 
-I  muft  unJeriliinu  the  words  utjibris 
'veris ;  bccauie  in  Virgil  umbra  oitcn 
fignifies  a  ghoji,  but  never  in  him, 
nor  in  any  other  good  writer,  (fo 
far  as  I  know)  a  dream.  If  it  be 
afked,  what  gholis  they  were  that 
ufed  to  pafs  this  way ;  the  anfwer  is 
eafy:  tliey  were  thofe  who,  after 
having  been  a  thoufand  years  in  E- 
lyfium,  and  taken  a  draught  of  Le- 
the, were  fent  back  ;o  the  upper 
world  to  animate  new  bodies,  if 
again  it  were  afked,  whether  fuch 
beings  might  not  be  of  fo  fubtle  a 
nature  as  to  wor!c  their  way  into  the 
upper  world  without  pafling  through 
a  gate;  I  fhould  anfwer,  that  vifible 
fubflances,  which  might  be  purified 
by  fire,  or  wafhed  in  water,  and 
could  not  get  over  the  river  Styx 
but  in  a  boat,  muft  be  fo  far  mate- 
rial at  leaft,  as  to  be  capable  of  con- 
finement, and  confequently  of  being 
let  at  liberty. 

The/i?//^/V//o;««/fl  that  go  out  by 
the  ivory  gate  may  mean,  either  de- 
ceitful dreams,  or  dreams  in  general, 
that  is,  unfubftantial  things,  as  op- 
poled  to  realities;  which  laft  I  take 
to  be  the  preferable  fignification. 
Be  this,  however,  as  it  will,  Eneas 
and  the  Sybil  were  neither  ghof^s 
nor  dreams,  but  human  fleih  and 
blood;  and  could  no  more  be  fup- 
pofcd  to  partake  of  the  qualities  al- 
luded to  in  the  name  of  the  gate  by 
which.  Anchifes  difmified  them,  than 
a  man  is  fuppofed  to  be  lame  for 
ha'i'ing  pafl"ed  through  Cripplegate, 
or  tnan  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
'fey  entering  in  prqceffion  through 


T£mple-\)-xx ,  is  fuppofed  to  have  be- 
come a  better  churchman  tlian  be- 
fore, or  a  better  lawyer.  Through 
one  or  other  of  the  gates  of  fleep  the 
Trojan  and  his  guide  mull  pafs,  or 
they  neve;-  could  return  to  the  up- 
per world  at  all :  and  that  gate  the 
poet  probiibly  made  choice  of, 
which  firlt  occurred  to  him;  and  that 
probably  would  firll  occur  which 
founded  beft  in  his  verfe :  or  per- 
haps one  m.ight  fay,  in  the  way  of 
conjedlure,  that  he  thought  fit  to 
open  the  ivory  gate,  becaufe  the 
other,  being  appropriated  to  the  pu- 
rified ghofts,  might  not  be  fo  well 
fuited  to  mere  mortals.  This  is 
certain,  that,  though  the  ablative 
ebttrna  Jlands  very  gracefully  in  the 
898th  line,  the  ablative  cornea  could 
not :  becaufe,  being  the  foot  ani' 
phimacer,  it  can  have  no  place  in  a 
regular  hexameter. 

As  to  the  analogy  that  fome  cri- 
tics have  fancied  between  horn  and 
truth,  and  between  falfehood  and 
ivory,  it  is  fo  whimfical,  and  fo  ab- 
furd,  that  I  need  not  mention  it. 

And  now,  by  removing  the  mill 
of  allegory  from  ^^irgil's  gates,  I 
flatter  myfelf,  that  I  have  m.ade  thefe 
verfes  fomewhat  more  intelligible 
than  they  have  been  generally  fup- 
pofed to  be  ;  that  I  have  proved  the 
latter  part  of  this  epifode  to  be  con- 
fiftent  with  the  reil  of  it;  and  that  I 
have  vi  idlcited  a  favourite  author 
from  the  heavy  charges  of  impiety 
and  ill-manners,  whereof,  however 
repugnant  to  his  general  charafter, 
it  would  not  be  ealy  for  thofe  to 
clear  him  who  follow  the  common, 
though  lefs  obvious,  interpretations. 

Extract  from  an  Account  of  the  Ger- 
man Theatre,  by  Henry  Macken- 
zie, Efq.    Frrom  the  fame. 

IN 
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fides,  as  Fielding  jocularly  fays, 
wlien  comparing  a  (hallow  book  to 
a  Ihallow  man,  may  be  calily  feen 
through.  But,  with  all  thefe  de- 
feds,  and  that  want  of  comic  force 
which  the  turn  and  htuation  of  the 
principal  characlcrs  naturally  oc- 
cafions,  the  play  muil  pleafe  and  in- 
tereft  every  reader.  There  is  fome- 
thing  in  the  coniHtutlon  of  the  hu- 
man mind  fo  congenial  to  diiiute r- 
elicdnef-,  geneiofity  and  nwgnani- 
mity,  that  it  never  fails  lo  be  pieafed 
with  fuch  chaniflers,  ait  t  ail  the 
dcdudions  whicii  critical  aifcern- 
ment  can  make  from  them.  Amidft 
the  want  of  comic  humour  which  I 
have  obferved  in  this  play,  I  muft 
•not  omit,  however,  doing  ju.lice  to 
a  ierjeant-major  of  Telheim's  regi- 
ment, and  to  Jufiin  his  valet,  who 
are  drawn  with  a  ftrong  and  natural 
pencil.  The  ftory  of  the  fpaniel, 
told  by  the  latter,  when  his  mailer's 
poverty  makes  him  wiili  to  difmifs 
him  from  his  fervice,  is  one  of  the 
bell:  Imagined,  and  bed  told,  I  re- 
member to  have  met  with.  There 
is  a  good  deal  oi  comic  charafler  and 
lively  dialogue  in  fome  of  Lefiing's 
lefs  celebrated  pieces  iu  the  collec- 
tion of  Junker;  but  the  plots  are  in 
general  extravagant  and  farcical. 

In  judging  of  1< effing  as  a  tragic 
writer,  one  will  do  him  no  injuftice 
by  making  the  tragedy  of  ETnitic  de 
Galotti  the  criterion  of  tliat  judg- 
ment. The  odiers  in  thefe  volumes 
are  very  inferior  to  this,  whicli  is 
certainly,  in  polut  of  coinpofition, 
clurader  and  paffion,  a  :  e.-form- 
ance  of  no  ordinary  kind,  hei- 
fmg  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
ancient  drama,  and  wifned  to  brino- 
the  theatre  of  his  country  to  a  point 
of  regularity  nearer  to  tiiat  of  the 
ancients.  He  publifhed,  for  fome 
time,  a  periodical  criticifm  on  the* 
atrical  corapofition,   called,    "  Le 

I  *  Drama- 


IN  examining  thefe  pieces  in  de- 
tail, and  appropriating  them  to 
their  refpeftive  authors,  one  is  im- 
mediately ftruck  with  the  name  of 
Leffing,  whom  Germany  fo  much 
reveres  as  one  of  the  founders  of 
her  drama.  He  is  the  author  of  the 
firlt  piece  in  Friedci's  collection, 
E?nilie  de  Galotti,  another  tragedy 
in  one  aft  called  Phiktm,  a  third 
called  Sara  Sajnfcn,  and  a  drame 
entitled  Nathan  Ic  Sage.  He  is  au- 
thor alfo  of  feveral  other  plays  con- 
'  tained  in  the  I'heatre  Allemand  of 
Junker,  one  of  which,  Minna  de 
Barnbchn,  is  reckoned  the  chef 
d\euure  of  German  comedy.  I  have 
perufed  it  with  all  the  attention  to 
which  its  high  character  entitled  it, 
and  indeed  with  a  great  degree  of 
the  pleafure,  though  not  with  all 
the  admiration  which  that  high  cha- 
racter led  me  to  expeil.  It  is  of 
th-  graver  or  fentimental  kind  of 
comedy,  where  the  characters  main- 
tain a  war  of  generofity,  from  which 
the  embarrafl'ments  and  implications 
of  the  plot,  not  very  intricate  nor 
artificial  ones,  refult.  The  princi- 
pal pcrfon  is  a  Major  Telheim,  a 
diibanded  officer,  whofe  merits  his 
country  had  ill  rewarded;  a  man  of 
tiie  molt  confummate  bravery,  gene- 
rofitv  and  virtue,  for  whom  thofe 
qualities  have  gained  the  love  of 
every  foldier  and  domellic  around 
him.  They  have  procured  hian  a 
ftill  more  valuable  attachment,  the 
love  of  the  heroine  of  the  piece, 
Minna  of  Barnhelm,  who,  on  hear- 
ing of  the  Major's  regiment  being 
diibanded,  comes  to  Berlin  to  feek 
him,  and  to  make  him  happy.  The 
rival  noblenefs  of  mind  of  thefe 
two  characters  produces  the  princi- 
pal incidents  of  the  piece,  whicli 
however  arc  not  'always  natural, 
nor  very  happily  imagined ;  and  be- 
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Dfimaturgie  de  Hambourg."  His 
pUys,  accordinc;Iy,  though  not  ex- 
actly conformable  to  the  Ariilote- 
Ilan  ftandard,  approach  pretty  near 
to  it  in  the  obfervation  of  the  uni- 
ties. H  is  faid  to  have  get  into  a 
difputc  v.-ith  Goethe  on  this  fuhjeft, 
in  wl'.ich,  from  a  dogiee  of  timidity 
in  his  nnture,  he  rather  yielded  to 
his  antac!:or.ill.  I  am  not  fine  if  he 
has  pronicd  by  confining  himfelf 
more  than  fome  other  of  his  ccun- 
tryiren  within  the  bounds  of  the 
regular  drama.  The  fable  of  EmiUe 
dc  Gahtti,  as  well  as  of  his  other 
tragediei,  is  more  regular  than  hap- 
py, and  the  denouement  neither  na- 
tural nor  pleanng.  It  is  founded 
Oil  circumilances  fomewhat  fimilar 
to  thofe  in  the  ftory  of  Virginia. 
A  prince  of  Guaftalla  is  defperately 
enamoured  of  Emilie  de  Galotti, 
who  is  jull:  about  to  be  married  to 
a  man  of  rank  and  foitune,  the 
Count  Appiami.  On  the  day  of  his 
marriage,  he  is  way-laid  by  order 
of  a  wicked  miniller  of  the  prince, 
and  murdered.  His  bride  is  brought 
to  the  prince's  country-feat,  where, 
to  prevent  any  chance  of  her  dif- 
honour,  lier  father  kills  her. 

After  the  firll  reading  of  Emilie, 
1  was  difpofed  to  wonder  at  the  re- 
putation it  had  acquired  ;  but  a  fe- 
cond  placed  it  higher  in  my  ellima- 
tion.  This  was  naturally  the  cafe 
in  a  performance  where  the  whole 
was  neith^x  fo  perfedl  nor  fo  inte- 
refting  as  fome  of  the  fccnes  in  de- 
tail were  forcible  and  ftriking. 
The  heroine  Emilie  de  Galotti  is 
but  imperfedly  dravv'n,  and  not  very 
well  fupported.  Indeed,  it  may  in 
general  be  obferved  in  thefe  pieces, 
that  the  charafters  cf  the  female 
perfonagea  are  by  much  the  moft 
defeftive,  both  in  beauty  and  in 
force.  This  may  perhaps  be  af- 
cribed  to  she  ftate  cf  fociety  in  Ger- 


many, where  the  fcx  is  lefs  an  ob- 
jeft  of  confideration  and  refpeft 
than  in  France,  and  fome  other 
parts  of  the  Continent.  But  there 
is  another  lady  in  this  tragedy,  the 
Count cfs  d'OrJina,  the  betrayed  and 
abandoned  miftrefs  of  the  prince, 
whofe  charafter  the  poet  has  deli- 
neated with  great  ability  ;  and  one 
fcene,  in  which  fhe  is  introduced 
along  with  the  father  of  Emilie,  in 
genuine  exprcfiion  of  paffion,  and 
painted  force  of  dialogue,  may  be 
compared  to  fome  of  the  bell  which 
the  modern  llage  can  boail. 

In  the  develcpement  of  the  fecret 
foldings  of  the  heart,  Lefling  feems 
deeply  {killed,  and  the  opening 
fcenes  of  this  tragedy  contain  fome 
of  thofe  little  incidents  that  mark 
an  intimacy  with  human  nature, 
which  genius  alone  can  claim. 
But  in  its  progrefs  we  find,  in  fome 
degree,  a  want  of  that  ftrong  and 
jult  delineation  and  fupport  of  cha- 
rafter,  but  chiefly  of  that  probable 
conduifl  and  interelling  fituation, 
which  are  the  great  and  peculiar  re- 
quifites  of  dramatic  excellence.  It  • 
leems  alfo  defeftive  in  the  pathetic, 
for  which  certainly  the  fubj eel  af- 
forded very  great  room,  and  which, 
in  a  fimilar  fituation,  our  country- 
man Rovve  has  contrived  fo  ftrongly 
to  excite. 

Of  Lefiing's  performances  in  thefe 
volumes,  the  next  in  meat,  though, 
in  my  opinion,  at  a  confiderable 
diltance,  is  Sara  Sam/on,  an  Englifh 
llory,  of  which  the  idea  feems  chiefly 
taken  from  ClariJJiz,  though  one 
charadler  in  it,  that  of  a  violent  and 
profligate  woman,  is  evidently  bor- 
rowed from  Milkvood'm  George  Barn- 
nvclL  I  »muft  venture  to  doubt, 
whether  a  ch-ara'fler  of  this  fort  be 
proper  for  filling'  a  principal  place 
in  tragedy.  There  is  a  degree  of 
infamy  in  the  vice  of  fudi  a  perfoh 
5  '  QiSt 
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*hat  is  fcarcely  fuitable  to  the  dig- 
rdty  of  the  higher  drama,  and  which 
difgufbs  us  with  its  appearance.  Th.e 
Alarii.ooi/ of  LefCmg  is  introduced  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  heighten  that 
difguft.  The  amiable  female  of  the 
piec?,  Sara  Sa/;!/lfi,  is  no  exception 
from  the  general  dcie*.^  of  female 
chara<5ler  in  this  colledion.  And 
her  father,  whc,  is  placed  in  the  ten- 
der fituaticn  of  which  fevcral  au- 
thors have  made  fo  afTet^ing  a  nfe, 
the  parent  of  a  child  i'educcd  foni 
honour,  tiiough  ftill  alive  to  virtue, 
is  infipidly  d.-awn,  and  awkwardly 
introduced.  In  this  tragedy,  is  an 
incident,  of  which  Lefline;  feems  to 
be  fond,  as  he  has  repeated  it  with 
very  little  variation  in  another  tra- 
gedy called  UE/prit  Fort,  a  dream, 
related  by  the  heroine,  prediftive 
of  tlie  catartrophe.  This,  as  it  aa- 
ticipates  the  conclufion,  is  always 
faulty.  No  part  of  the  conduct  of 
a  play  is  more  nice  and  difRcuIt 
than  that  degree  of  Information 
which  the  author  is  to  give  the  audi- 
ence in  the  courfe  of  it.  In  gene- 
ral, he  fhculd  certainly  not  foreflal 
thtir  expetlations,  by  opening  his 
plot  too  foon.  But  there  is  an  ad- 
ir.irable  theatrical  effcft  which  of- 
ten refults  from  letting  the  audience 
know  what  the  perf  ns  of  the  drama 
are  ignorant  of,  which  ftretches.  if 
1  may  ufe  the  expreflicn,  the  cords 
of  fear,  anxiety  and  hope  in  the 
fpeftators  to  the  highell:  pitch, 
through  fcenes  which  otherwiie 
would  produce  thefe  feelings  in  an 
inferior,  as  well  as  in  a  momentary 
degree.  This  knowledge  in  tlie 
audience,  cfMirope's  fon,  while  flie, 
in  ignorance  of  his  perfon,  is  on  the 
point  of  putti'ig  him  to  death,  is 
one  of  the  moil  iaierclting  fituations 
which  dramatic  invention  has  ever 
produced;  and  there  ii  uotliing  on 
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the  French  Hage  which  equals  the 
horror  of  that  fccne  of  Crebillon's 
Jtree  et  T/nrfic,  where  the  devoted 
brother  attempts  to  difguife  himfelf 
from  Atreus,  v\hi!e  the  terrified 
fpeftators  know  him  all  the  while, 
and  tremble  at  every  look  and  word 
which  they  think  will  diicovei'  hini. 
Next  to  Lefling,  in  point  pf 
nanie,  is  Goethe,  the  author  of 
two  tragedies  in  this  •  co!le£tion, 
Gcetz  dc  Btrlicbing  and  Cla-jidgCt 
and  of  a  drame  entitled  StcUa.  The 
f.rfl  I  have  already  nien:ioned  as 
highly  irregular  in  its  plan,  being 
a  life  thrown  into  dialogue  rati^er 
than  a  tragedy.  The  ccjlume  of  the 
age  in  which  the  events  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  happened,  is  very  well 
prefcrved.  The  fimple  manners, 
the  fidelity,  the  valour  and  the  ge- 
ncrciity  of  a  German  knight,  are 
-pourtrayed  in  a  variety  of  natural 
fcenes.  This  national  quality,  I 
prefume,  has  been  the  caafe  of  its 
high  fam.e  in  Germany,  to  which  it 
feems  to  me  to  have  otherwife  not 
a  perfeftiy  adequate  claim.  His 
Cla-uidgo  is  founded  op  an  incident 
which  happened  to  the  celebrated 
Caron  de  Beaum.archais  in  Spain, 
who  is  introduced  as  a  perfon  of 
the  drama,  under  the  name  of  Ro- 
vac,  an  anagram  of  Ccirsu,  with  the 
letters  a  little  tranfpofed.  The  dif- 
trefs  of  the  play  arifcs  from  the 
fallehood  of  a  lover,  who  leaves  his 
mill:refs  after  being  cng;iged  to 
marry  her.  Neither  the  delineation 
of  the  characters,  nor  the  manage- 
ment of  the  plot  in  the  farll  two 
ads,  is  entitled  to  much  appiaufe; 
but  the  lail  aft,  which  pahes  in 
fight  of  the  corpfe  of  Muri.-r,  is 
wrought  up  with  uncommon  force, 
ajid  muft,  on  the  ftage,  he  proauc- 
tive  of  high  efiert.  His  third  per- 
formance, S:e:li3,  is  flrougiy  luaj  kci 
1  5  with 
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with  that  enthufiaftic  fentiment  and 
refined  fenfibility,  which,  in  theSor- 
ro-.-s  of  IVerter,  he  has  I'o  warmly 
indulged ;  and  in  point  of  immoral 
etleft,  the  drama  is  equally  repre- 
henfible  with  the  novel,  its  con- 
cliihon  is  in  the  boldeil  ftyle  of  this 
ientimental  rcSnement  ;  fuice  it 
^ives  to  the  hero  two  wives,  with 
whom  he  is  to  fhare  that  lieart,  to 
\Thlchthe  incidents  of  the  play  have 
ihewn  tne  claims  of  both. 


^xtraSi  frnm  Maxims  addrejfed  to 
Young  Ladies,  by  the  Countefs 
J^c-ivager  of  Carlisle. 

Abituate  yourfelf  to  that  vvay 
of  Wie  moit  agreeable  'to  the 
perfon  to  whom  you  are  united  ;  be 
content  in  retirement,  or  with  fo- 
ciety,  with  the  town  or  the  coun- 
try, 

If  he  fhould  prefer  the  country 
during  your  earlier  years,  a  period 
%vhen  diverfions  are  molt  attrailive, 
it  may  at  firil  be  painful ;  you  may 
be  fenfible  of  the  privation  ;. — but 
your  chance  for  durable  happinefs  is 
infinitely  greater  there,  than  v/here 
each  fide  is  furrounded  vvitK  conti- 
nual dangers  to  domeftic  tranquil- 
lity. 

Make  choice  of  fr.ch  amufements 
as  will  attach  hirn  to  your  com- 
pany :  ftady  fuch  occupations  as 
will  render  you  of  confequence  to 
him  ;  fuch  as  the  management  of 
his  fortune,  and  the  conduft  of  his 
houfe ;  yet;,  without  afluiiiing  a  iu- 
periority  unbecoming  your  fex. 

If  his  turn  of  mind  leads  him  to 
the  infpeftion  and  care  of  his  eftate, 
avoid  to  interfere  vvitli  a  branch 
of  government^  not  properly  your 
Sphere. 

Should  he  be  negleclfcl  of  his  fa- 


mily interefls,  fupplyhis  place  with 
redoubled  attention. 

If  public  employment  demand 
frequent  abfences  from  home,  make 
his  luppolcd  intentions  there  to  be 
as  mucii  refpcded  as  if  he  were 
prefent,  by  your  own  deference  to 
them. 

If  the  contagion  of  example  gain 
too  i^rong  an  empire  over  him,  if 
miiled  by  plealures,  or  hurried  by 
paffion,  let  not  your  impatience 
prevent  his  return  to  reafon. 

Let  an  early  examination  of  his 
temper,  prepare  you  to  bear  with 
inecfualities^  to  which  all  are  more 
or  lefs  iubjefl. 

Do  net  attempt  to  dellroy  his  in- 
nocent pleafurcs  by  pretexts  of  ceco- 
nomy ;  retrench  rather  your  own 
expences  to  promote  them. 

Should  he  fometimes  delight  in 
trivial  occupations,  treat  fuch  with 
complaifance ;  as  few  but  the  idle 
have  leiiure  to  be  very  ill-tem- 
pered. 

Difturb  not  the  hours  he  may  have 
allotted  for  amufement,  with  the  re- 
cital of  dcmellic  grievances. 

Watch  for,  and  profit  of  fuch 
moments  of  his  leifure,  as  will  allow 
him,  without  pain  or  chagrin,  te 
redrefs  them. 

Let  your  attentions  be  fo  conti- 
nued, accompanied  by  no  afFefla- 
tion  ;  yet  fo  eafy,  as  may  prove  they 
flow  from  the  heart. 

The  leaft  appearance  of  flattery, 
mingled  with  afiiduity,  conveys  a 
fufpicion  of  intereft. 

If  abfolute  neceliity,  or  free 
choice,  call  liirn  often  from  home 
(fuppofe  it  to  be  too  often)  when 
he  ihall  revifit  that  home,  make  it 
fo  agreeable,  as  it  Ihall  finally  ac- 
quire the  preference. 

Show  the  greatell  refpeft  to  his 

near  relations;  obferve  a  conftant 

civility 
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civility  towards  the  more  diftant ; 
let  there  be  no  marked  dillinftion 
between  thofe,  on  either  fide,  in 
your  own  breafl ;  natural  afFedioh 
may,  nay,  ought  to  prevail. 

During  the  education  of  men  }« 
fchools,  colleges,  and  academies, 
friendfnips  are  formed,  perhaps  too 
early  fomciimcs  to  be  juJicious,  but 
equally  hard  to  diiibive  :  if,  in  con- 
fequence,  you  behold  fuch  with 
pain,  do  not  a  tempt  to  break  tiiem 
with  precipitation. 

When  a  perfon  fliall  fee  his  friends 
coolly  received  in  his  own  houfe, 
he  will  naturally  feek  occafions  to 
meet  them  abroad  :  maintain,  there- 
fore, your  interell  with  him,'  by  a 
polite  behaviour  to  thoic  he  fo 
prefers,  although  you  may  not. 

Jealoufy  is  oft  ideal ;  it  is  ca- 
pricious, its  diftates  inconfidcrate, 
its  fuggeftions  fatal  to  mutual  re- 
pofe. 

The  delicate,  but  firm  CQunfels  of 
a  friend,  of  religion,  and,'i£poflible, 
a  fpeedy  retreat  for  a  while,  are  the 
fafeft  remedies  againft  the  artful, 
but  foothing  attentions  of  real,  or 
feeming  admirers,  at  moments  when 
the  mind  is  irritated  by  reproach, 
or  the  feverities  infli«fted  by  unjuft 
fufpicions. 

Should  your  union  be  attended 
with  greater  felicity  than  is  the 
ufual  lot  of  our  fex,  govern  your 
jufl  afFeftions  to  prcfcrve  it  :  by 
too  much  anxiety  you  may  deltroy 
it. 

Sufficient  are  the  real  difficulties 
we  have  eacii  to  encounter,  in  the 
courfe  of  our  lives ;  create  none 
therefore  :  afe  your  reafon  in  com- 
bating the  fo"mer ;  and  be  filent  if 
the  weaknefs  of  your  frame  prevent 
an  entire  luppreffion  of  fiiilitious 
ones. 

If  afflided  with  bad  health,  {ludy 


to  avoid  complaint ;  it  is  an  en. 
creafmg  habit,  affording  no  elfential" 
relief  to  the  fufferer,  and  apt  to 
make  the  lives  of  others  as  irkfome 
as  your  own. 

You  willcontradt 'indelicacy  by  a 
defcription  of  your  infirmities  :  you 
may  perhaps  excite  compairion  from 
a  humane diipoficion,  but  you  rifquo 
a  diminution  of  affcclion. 

Whatever  diifentions  jnay  arife 
(how  much  foever  your  conduft 
and  underllanding  rhay  juflifv  ths 
part  you  take  in  them)  fufter  the 
interference  of  no  fhini  perfon ; 
but  "more  efpccially  if  you  fuppofe 
their  partiality  would  lead  them  to 
decide  in  your  favour. 

Tliofe  friendlhips  v.'hich  are  early 
produced  between  two  very  vouno-. 
women,  in  the  theatre  of  the  great 
world,  and  where  both  are  equally 
engaged  in  all  the  frivolities  of  fa- 
fliion,  are  ufually  very  flightly  ce-  ^ 
mented,  and  are  as  briefly  dilTolved. 

If  your  fortune  be  moderate,  oeco- 
nbmy  is  abfolutely  neccfiary. 

Jf  confideiable,  method  and  pru- 
dence will  render  it  doubly  bene- 
ficial. 

Obferve  the  utmofl:  regularity  in 
the  keeping  of  your  houfehold  ac- 
counts; it  is  tranquillity  to  you> 
juftice  to  your  dependents. 

The  luxury  of  this  age  exafts 
from  the  miftrefs  of  a  great  houfe, 
or  indeed  a  fmallcr,  fome  attention 
to  k  table;  difdain  not  therefore  to 
give  a  proper  application  to  that 
Itudy. 

With  regard  to  drcfs,  do  not 
afpire  to  be  a  leader  in  falhiorib, 
nor  exceffive  in  point  of  ornament. 

Follow  fatliions  at  a  moderate 
dillance,  nor  blindly  adopt  fuch  as 
may  cxpofe  you  to  ridic4ile ;  K.ir 
fervile  imitatiop  makes  no  dilUnc- 
tions. 

I  4  Should 
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Should  a  plentiful  fortune  enable 
you  to  indulge  a  diipoiition  to  give, 
compleat  the  happinefs  of  the  re- 
ceivers by  the  mani.er  of  beilow- 
ing. 

Ifn^.turally  blefTcd  with  a  good 
inemory,  exercife  it  centinually. 

Reft  not  contented  with  the  plea 
of  a  bad  memory  ;  it  is  but  another 
raT"  for  negligence  among  young 
perfcns. 

1  here  are  certainly  degrees  of 
memory ;  fome  more  feeble,  fome 
more  perfeft  than  others :  for  the 
one,  there  are  many  helps ;  the  other 
mull:  be  fipported  properly. 

Ref-ilution  and  perfeverance  are 
corrtftives  to  an  indolent  memory. 

Repeat  to  yourfelf,  or  trani'cribe 
^hat  is  neceflary  to  retain  for  your 
inftruftion. 

Materials  which  memory  fhall 
colleffl,  ought  to  be  of  the  benevo- 
lent kind  ;  and  wiien  re-pr:  duced, 
let  difcretion  and  charity  diftribute 
them. 

Employ  the  powers  of  memory  in 
the  recollection  of  the  favours  of 
Providence,  of  the  blefiings  and 
efcapes  we  have  received  from  that 
all-giving  hand. 

If  the  love  of  admiration,  in  your 
youthful  days,  fhall  bear  no  part  in 
your  attachment  to  the  amufements 
of  the  theatre,  there  are  none  more 
iuftrudive,  nor  more  eligible  for  re- 
laxation. 

When  you  can  fix  your  mind  on 
the  fcenes  before  you,  when  the  eye 
fhall  not  wander  to,  nor  the  heart 
flutter  at,  the  furrounding  objedls  of 
the  fpedlacle,  you  will  return  home 
inllrufted  and  improved. 

The  great  utilities  you  may  reap 
from  well-afted  Tragedy  are,  tlie 
exciting  your  compaihon  to  real 
fufFerings,  the  fupprcffion  of  your 
vanrty  inprofperity,  and  the  infpir- 


ing  you  with  heroic  patience  in  ad- 
verfity. 

In  Comedy,  you  will  receive  con- 
tinual corrcdion,  delicately  applied 
to  your  errors  and  foibles ;  be  im- 
partial in  the  application,  and  di- 
vide it  humbly  with  your  acquaint- 
ance and  friend:,,  and  even  with  your 
enemies. 

A  very  few  precepts,  and  much 
good  example,  to  perfons  deflitute 
of  education,  are  the  fureft  methods 
of  encouraging  virtue  among  them. 

Profit  by  others'  misfortunes,  or 
miftakes,  as  a  corre£tion  to  your 
pride,  and  as  a  guard  to  your  fteps. 

Extend  your  kindnefs,  and  con-t 
tinue  your  affe<51;ions  to  all  that  fhall 
remain  of  thofe  you  loved,  if  wor- 
thy ;  it  is  the  only  fure  mode  of 
confolation  you  can  have  recourfe 
to. 

In  grief,  ficknefs,  and  danger, 
make  your  hrft  and  conftant  fuppli- 
cation  to  that  Power,  who  alone 
can  relieve  and  fave. 

Let  your  ccnduft  be  fuch  to  all 
around  you,  as  fhall  lead  them  to 
the  fame  path  without  affright. 

If  your  flrength  of  mind  fubfifts 
during  your  malady,  if  it  gives  you 
time  for  the  exertion  of  rational 
power,  let  it  check,  as  much  as 
pofTible,  thofe  encroaching  indul- 
gencies  which  ficknefs  is  prone  to 
exaft. 

Be  affured,  that  when  able  to 
exert  your  chearfulnefs,  it  is  novvife 
contrary  to  the  precepts  of  relir 
gion. 

Fix  your  eye  habitually  on  im- 
mortality, to  pafs  more  lightly  thio* 
the  pangs  of  mortality. 

A  continued  and  humble  rcfigna- 
tion  will  fecure  your  peace  in  the 
moft  awcful  of  moments— that  of 
your  dilTolution. 

Hiprj 
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with  the  literary  credit  I  had  now 
acquired,  I  had  been  happy ;  but  I 
was  ambitious  of  convincing  the 
world  1  v\'HS  not  the  idle  owner  of 
weapons,  which  1  did  not  know  the 
uie  of;  1  fcized  every  fafc  oppor- 
tunity of  making  my  p^e:  nlion? 
refpefted  by  fucli  dabblers  in  ths 
belles  lettres,  who  paid  court  co  me, 
and  as  i  was  ever  cautious  of  flep- 
ping  an  inch  beyond  mv  tether  on 
tiieie  occ?fions,  1  foon  found  niy- 
leif  credited  for  more  learning,  than 
my  real  flock  amounted  to.  I  re- 
ceived ail  vifitors  in  my  library, 
afted.rd  a  Itudious  air,  and  took  care 
to  furnilh  my  table  with  volumes 
of  a  ieleft  fort;  upon  thefe  1  was 
prepared  to  defcant,  if  by  chance  a 
curious  friend  took  up  any  one  of 
tliem ;  and  as  there  is  little  fame  to 
be  got  by  treading  in  the  beatea 
track  of  popular  opinion,  I  fome- 
ti  nes  took  the  liberty  to  be  eccen- 
tric and  paradoxical  in  my  criti- 
cifms  and  cavils,  which  gained  me 
great  refpeft  from  the  ignorant, 
(for  upon  fuch  only  I  took  care  to 
praftife  this  chicanery)  fo  that  vi 
a  fhort  time  I  became  a  fovereion 
diflator  within  a  certain  ftt,  v/ho 
looked  up  to  me  for  fecond-liand 
opinions  in  all  matters  of  literary 
talce,  and  faw  myfelfinaugurated  bV 
my  fla:t-jrers  cenfor  of  alliiew  pub- 
lications. 

My  trumpeters  had  now  made 
fuch  a  noile  in  the  world,  that  I 
began  to  be  in  great  rcqucll,  and 
men  of  real  literature  laid  out  for 
my  acquaintance;  but  here  I  aded 
with  a  coldnefs,  that  was  in  me 
conftitutional  as  well  as  prudenti>'.I: 
1  vvas  relolved  not  to  riik  mv  lau- 
rels, and  throw  away  the  fruits  of 
a  triumph  fo  cheaply  purchaied  : 
felicitations  that  would  have  llat- 
tercd  other^-,  only  aliumed  mc.;  fuc.'i 

vva6 


Hijiory  of  Walter  Wormwood,  an 
envious  Dejamcr.  From  the  Ob- 
Jerver,  vol.  v. 

To   the    Observer. 

S  I  have  lived  lo  g  enough  to 
repent  of  a  fatal  propenfity, 
that  has  led  me  to  commit  many 
offences,  not  the  h^fs  i;  kfome  to  my 
prefeni;  feelings  for  the  f.-crecy, 
with  which  I  contrived  to  execute 
them  ;  an'i  as  thefe  can  now  be  no 
otherwiie  atoned  for  than  by  a  fiank 
ponfeflion,  I  have  refolved  upon 
this  mode  of  addreffing  myfelf  to 
you.  Few  people  chufe  to  difplay 
their  own  charadlers  to  the  wo.ld  in 
fuch  colours  as  I  Ihall  give  to  mine, 
but  a.s  J  have  mangled  fo  many  re- 
putations in  my  time  without  mercy, 
J  Ihould  be  the  meaneft  of  mankind 
if  I  fpared  my  own  ;  and  bei-^g  now 
about  to  fpeak  of  a  perfon,  whom 
no  man  loves,  1  may  give  vent  to 
an  acrimony,  at  vhich  no  man  can 
take  offence.  If  I  have  been  trou- 
blefome  to  others,  I  am  no  lefs  un- 
comfort.iblc  to  myCeU,  and  amidll 
vexations  without  number  the  grcat- 
ell  of  all  is,  that  tliere  is  not  one, 
which  does  not  originate  from  mv- 
felf.  "  ^ 

I  entered  upon  life  with  many 
advantages  natural  and  acquired ; 
I  am  ind;.-bted  to  my  parents  for  a 
liberal  education,  and  to  nature  for 
no  contemptible  fliare  of  talents : 
my  propenfities  were  not  fuch  as 
betrayed  me  inlo  difiipation  and  ex- 
travagincc:  my  mind  was  habitu- 
ally of  a  lludious  caft ;  I  had  a 
palhor;  for  books,  and  began  to  col- 
led them  at  an  earlv  period  of  my 
life  :  to  tb.em  I  devoted  the  grcat«ft 
portion  of  my  tim--,  and  had  my  va- 
nity been  of  a  fort  to  be  contented 
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was  not  the  fociety  I  delighted  in  ; 
againll  iuch  attacks  I  entrenched 
myfelf  with  the  moll  jealous  cau- 
tion: If  however  by  accident  I  was 
drawn  .out  of  my  faftneffes,  and 
trapped  unawares  into  an  ambuf- 
tade  of  wicked  wits,  [  armed  my- 
felf to  meet  them  with  a  triple  tier 
of  fmiles  ;  I  primed  my  lips  with 
fucK  a  ready  cnarge  of  flattery, 
that  when  I  had  once  engaged  them 
in  the  pleafrng  contemplation  of 
their  own  merits,  they  were  feklom 
difpofed  to  fcrutiiiize  into  mine, 
and  thus  in  general  I  contrived  to 
efcape  undetected.  Though  it  was 
no  eafy  matter  to  extort  an  opinion 
from  me  in  fuch  companies,  yet 
fomctimes  I  was  unavoidably  en- 
tangled in  converfation,  and  then  I 
was  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  all 
my  addrefs ;  happily  my  features 
were  habituated  to  a  fraile  of  the 
moll  convertible  fort,  for  it  would 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  alFedled  hu- 
mility as  well  as  thofe  of  actual  con- 
tempt, to  which  in  truth  it  was 
more  congenial :  my  opinion,  there- 
fore, upon  any  point  of  controverfy, 
flattered  botii  parties  and  befriend- 
ed neither ;  it  was  calculated  to 
imprefs  the  company  with  an  idea 
that  I  knew  much  more  than  I  pro- 
fefi:  to  know ;  it  was  in  ihort  fo 
infinuating,  fo  fubmitted,  fo  hefitat- 
ing,  that  a  man  muil  have  had  the 
heart  of  Nero  to  have  perfecuted 
a  being  fo  abiolutely  inofFenfive : 
but  thefe  facrifices  cofl  me  dear, 
for  they  were  foreign  to  my  na- 
ture, and,  as  I  hated  my  fuperiors,  I 
avoided  their  fociety. 

Having  fufficiently  difllngulfhed 
my'elt  as  a  critic,  I  now  began  to 
meditate  fome  fecret  attempts  as  an 
author  ;  but  in  thefe  the  fame  cau- 
-tion  attended  me,  and  my  perfor- 
mances did  not  rife  above  a  little 


fonnet,  or  a  parody,  which  I  circu- 
lated through  a  few  hands  without 
a  name,  prepared  to  difavow  it,  if 
it  was  not  applauded  to  my  wilhes  : 
I  alfo  wrote  occafional  eilays  and 
paragraphs  for  the  public  prints, 
by  way  of  trying  my  talents  in  va- 
rious kinds  of  flile ;  by  thefe  ex- 
]x;riments  1  acquired  a  certain  fa- 
cility of  imitating  other  people's 
manner  and  difguifmg  my  own,  and 
fo  far  my  point  was  gained;  but  as 
for  the  fecret  fatisfadion  I  had 
promifed  myfelf  in  hearing  mypro- 
dudions  applauded,  of  that  I  was 
altogether  difappointed;  for  though 
I  tried  both  praife  and  difpraife  for 
the  purpofe  of  bringing  them  into 
notice,  I  never  had  the  pleafure  to 
be  contradifted  by  any  man  in  the 
latter  cafe,  or  feconded  by  a  living 
foul  in  the  former :  I  had  circulated 
a  little  poem,  which  cofl  me  fome 
pains,  and  as  I  had  been  flattered 
with  the  applaufe  it  gained  from 
feveral  of  its  readers,  I  put  it  one 
evening  in  my  pocket,  and  went  to 
the  houfe  of  a  certain  perfon,  who 
was  much  reforted  to  by  men  of 
genius :  an  opportunity  luckily  of^ 
fered  for  producing  my  manufcript, 
which  I  was  prepared  to  avow  as 
foon  as  the  company  prefent  had 
given  fentence  in  its  favour :  it  was 
put  into  the  hands  of  a  dramatic 
author  of  fome  celebrity,  who  read 
it  aloud,  and  in  a  manner  as  I 
thought  that  clearly  anticipated  his 
difguil :  as  foon  therefore  as  he  had 
£nilhed  it  and  demanded  of  me  if 
I  knew  the  author,  I  had  no  hefi- 
tation  to  declare  that  1  did  not- 
Then  I  prefume,  rejoined  he,  it  is 
no  offer.ce  to  fay  I  think  it  the 
merell  trafli  I  ever  read — None  in 
life,  I  replied,  and  from  that  mo- 
ment held  him  in  everlafting  hatred. 
Difguiled  with  the  world,  I  now 
began 
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as  I  was  feafting  my  jaundiced  eye 
one  morning  with  a  certain  newf- 
paper,  which  1  was  in  the  habit  of 
emplQying  as  the  vehicle  of  my  ve- 
nom, 1  was  ftartled  at  dii'covering 
myfelf  confpicuoufly  pointed  out  in 
an  angry  column  as  a  cowardly  de- 
famer,  and  menaced  with  perfonal 
chalHfement,  as  foon  as  ever  proofs 
could  be  obtained  againfl  me;  and 
this  threatening  denunciation  evi- 
dently came  from  the  very  author, 
who  Jiad  unknowingly  given  me 
fuch  umbrage,  when  he  recited  my 
poem. 

The  fight  of  this  refentful  para- 
graph was  like  an  arrow  to  my 
brain  :  habituated  to  fkirmifh  only 
behind  entrenchments,  1  was  ill  pre- 
pared to  turn  into  the  open  field, 
and  had  never  put  the  queftion  to 
my  heart,  how  ir  was  provided  for 
the  emergency.  lu  early  life  I  had 
not  any  reafon  to  fuiped  my  cou- 
rage, nay  it  was  rather  forward  to 
meet  occafions  in  thoft  days  of  in- 
nocence; but  the  meannefs  I  had 
lately  funk  into  had  fapped  every 
manly  prirxiple  of  my  nature,  and 
I  now  difcovered  to  my  for  row, 
that  in  taking  up  the  lurking  malice 
of  an  afiaffin,  I  had  loft  the  gallant 
fpirit  of  a  gentleman. 

There  was  ftill  one  alleviation  to 
my  terrors  :  it  fo  chanced  that  I 
was  not  the  author  of  the  particular 
libel,  which  my  accufer  had  imput- 
ed to  me ;  and  though  I  had  been 
fither  of  a  thoufand  others,  I  felt 
myfelf  fupported  by  truth  in  ab-'oft 
the  only  charge,  againft  which  I 
could  have  fairly  appealed  to  it. 
It  feemed  to  me  therefore  advife- 
able  to  lofe  no  time  in  dil'culpating 
myfelf  from  the  accufation;  yet  to 
feek  an  interview  with  this  irascible 
man  was  a  fervice  of  iome  danger: 
chai\ce  threw  the  opportunity  .in  ray 

way. 


began  to  dip  my  pen  in  gall,  and 
as  foon  as  I  had  fingled  out  a  pro- 
per objeft  for  my  i'plcen,  I  looked 
round  him  for  his  weak  fide,  where 
1  coul-fi  place  a  blow  to  baft  ef- 
fe<5l,  arf.d  wound  him  undifcover- 
ed  ;  the  author  aboveraentioned  had 
a  full  fiiare  of  my  attention ;  he 
was  an  irritable  man,  and  I  have 
fcen  him  agonized  with  the  pain, 
vvliich  my  very  fliafts  had  given 
him,  wiulll  I  was  foremoft  to  ar- 
raign the  fcurrility  of  the  age,  and 
encourage  him  to  diiVej^ard  it : 
the  practice  I  had  been  in  of  mafk- 
ing  my  ftile  facilitated  my  attacks 
upon  every  body,  who  either  moved 
my  envy,  or  provoked  my  fpleen. 

The  meaneft  of  all  paffions  had 
now  taken  entire  pufl'tfljon  of  my 
heart,  and  I  furrendercd  myfelf  to  it 
without  a  ftruogle :  ftill  there  was 
a  confcioufneis  about  me,  that  funk 
rne  in  my  own  efteem  ;  and  when  I 
met  the  eye  of  a  man,  whom  I  had 
fecretly  defamed,  1  felt  abaftied, 
fociety  became  painful  to  me;  and 
I  fiirunk  into  rttirement,  for  my 
fclf-efteem  was  loft;  though  I  had 
gratified  m)' mclice,  I  had  dcftroy- 
ed  my  comfort ;  I  now  contem- 
plate*' myfelf  a  folitary  being  at 
the  very  moment  when  1  had  every 
requifite  of  fortune,  healch,  and  en- 
dowments to  have  recommended  me 
to  the  world,  and  to  thofe  tender 
ties  and  engagements,  which  are 
natural  to  m«n,  and  coniHtute  his 
beft  enjoyments. 

The  folitude  I  reforted  to  made 
me  every  day  more  morofe,  and 
fupplied  me  with  refledions  that 
rendered  me  intolerable  to  myfelf 
anl  unlit  for  fociety.  1  had  reafon 
to  apprOiend,  in  fpite  of  all  my 
paution,  that  I  was  now  narrowly 
watched,  and  that  ftrong  fufpicions 
were  taken  up  againft  me ;  when. 
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wa}-,  which  I  ]iad  probably  elfe 
wanted  fpirit  to  invite  ;  I  accofted 
liim  v,uh  al!  im.iginabJe  civility,  and 
made  the  llrorgelt  aiicvcrations  of 
iDV  ir.noccnce :  whether  I  did  this 
with  a  iervility  that  might  aggra- 
vate his  fufpicions,  or  tliat  he  had 
others  imprefled  ivj^on  him  befidcs 
thofe  I  was  labouring  to  remove,  fo 
it  v.as,  that  he  treated  all  1  faid  with 
the  mofl  contemptuous  incredulity, 
ar.d  elevating  his  voice  to  a  tone 
that  petriticd  me  with  fear,  bade  me 
avoid  his  fight,  threatening  me  both 
by  words- and  acHcns  in  a  manner 
ico  hr.miiiating  to  relate. 

Alas  !  can  words  exprefs  my 
feelings  ?  Is  there  a  being  more 
wrctcheil  than  myfclf?  to  be  friend- 
1  fs,  an  exile  from  fociety,  and  at 
enmity  with  myfelf,  is  a  fituation 
deplorable  in  the  extreme  :  let  what 
1  have  now  written  he  made  public; 
if  I  could  believe  my  Aame  would 
be  turned  to  others'  profit,  it  might 
perhap-s  become  lefs  painful  to  my- 
lelf ;  if  men  want  other  motives  to 
divert  them  from  defamation,  thaii 
v.'liat  their  own  hearts  fupply,  let 
them  turn  to  my  example,  and  if 
they  v«i!l  not  be  reai'oncd,  let  them 
he  trightened  out  of  their  propen- 
ii:y. 

I  am,  Sir,  Sec. 
Walter  Wormwood. 


Objeri'ations  en  the  -various  Sorts  of 
Stile.     From  the  fame, 

TH  E  celebrated  author  of  the 
Rambler  in  his  concluding 
paper  fays,  /  hai'e  laboured  to  refine 
biir  language  to  grammatical  purity, 
and  to  clear  it  from  collcqiiial  barka- 
rijins,  licentious  idioms  and  irregular 
{of/ibinations  :  fomething  ferhaps  I 
haic  added  to  tie  elegance  of  its  con- 
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fruSticfi,  and  fomething  to  the  h^r-' 
jtiony  of  its  cadence.  I  hope  our 
language  hath  gained  all  the  pro/it, 
whicji  the  labours  of  this  meritorious 
writer  were  exerted  to  produce  :  in 
ilils  of  a  certain  defcription  he  un- 
doubtedly excels  ;  but  though  I 
think  there  is  much  in  his  euays  for 
a  reader  to  admire,  I  ftould  not 
recommend  them  as  a  model  for  a 
difcipie  to  copy. 

Sunplicity,  eafe  and  perfpicuity 
fiiould  bo  the  firll  obictts  of  a  young 
writer  :  Addifon  and  other  authors 
of  his  clafs  will  furniih  him  with 
examples,  and  aflilr  him  in  the  at- 
tainment of  thefe  excellencies ;  but 
after  all,  the  ilile,  in  which  a  man 
lliall  write,  will  not  be  formed  bv 
imitation  only;  it  will  be  the  ilile 
of  Jiis  mind;  it  will  afiimilate  itfclf 
to  his  mode  of  thinking,  and  take 
its  colour  from  the  complexion  of 
his  ordinary  difcourfe,  andthecom- 
par.y  he  conforts  with.  As  for  that 
diftinguilhing  charadleriftic,  which 
the  ingenious  eifayift  terms  very 
properly  the  harmeny  of  its  cadence  'y 
that  I  take  to  be  incommunicable 
and  immediately  dependant  upon 
the  ear  of  him  who  models  it.  This 
harmony  of  cadence  is  fo  ftrong  a 
mark  of  difcrimination  between  au- 
thors of  note  in  the  world  of  letters, 
tliat  we  can  depofe  to  a  ftile,  v/kofe 
modulation  we  are  familiar  with, 
almofl:  as  confidently  as  to  the  handr 
v.'riting  of  a  correfpondent.  But 
though  I  think  there  will  be  foun,d 
in  the  periods  of  every  eftabliOied 
writer  a  certain  peculiar  tune, 
(whether  harmonious  or  otherwife) 
which  will  depend  rather  upon  the 
natural  car  than  upon  the  imitative 
powers,  yet  I  would  not  be  under- 
ftocd  to  fay  that  the  fmdy  of  good 
models  can  fail  to  be  of  ufe  in  the 
iirlt  formation  of  it.    When  a  fub- 

jeft 
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jeft  prefents  itfelf  to  the  mind,  and 
thoughts  arife,  which  are  to  be  com- 
mitted to  writing,  it  is  then  tor  a 
man  to  chufe  whether  he  will  ev- 
prefs  liimlelf  in  fimple  or  in  ela- 
borate diflion,  whether  he  will  com- 
prefs  his  matter  or  dilate  it,  orna- 
ment it  with  epithets  and  robe  it  in 
metaphor,  or  whether  he  M'iil  de- 
liver it  plainly  and  naturally  iniuch 
language  as  a  well-bred  perion  and 
a  fcholar  would  ufe,  who  afFecls  no 
parade  of  fpeech,  nor  aims  at  any 
flights  of  fancy.  Let  him  decide 
as  he  will,  in  all  thefe  cafes  he  hath 
models  in  plenty  to  chufe  from, 
wiiich  may  be  faid  to  court  his  imi- 
tation. 

Forin.lance;  if  his  cmbiticn  is 
to  glitter  and  furprise  with  the 
figurative  and  metaphorical  brilli- 
aViCy  of  his  period,  let  him  tune  his 
ear  to  fome  fuch  paffasjes  as  the  fol- 
lov.ing,  where  Vocior  'Jchnfonxw  the 
character  of  critic  and  biographer 
is  pronouncing  upon  the  poet  Qon- 
greve.  "  His  fcenes  exiiibit  not 
much  of  humour,  imagery  or  paf- 
fion  :  his  pcrfonages  are  a  kind  of 
intellectual  gladiators;  every  fen- 
tcnce  is  to  ward  or  flrike;  the  con- 
tcft  of  fmartnefs  is  never  intei-mit- 
ted ;  his  wit  is  a  meteor  playing 
to  and  fro  v/ith  alternate  corufca- 
tions."  If  he  can  learn  to  embroi- 
der with  as  much  fplendor,  taire  and 
addrefs  as  this  and  many  other  fam- 
pies  from  the  fame  mailer  exhibit, 
he  cannot  Ihidy  in  a  better  fchool. 

On  the  contrary,  if  fir^.plicity  be 
his  objeii^  and  a  certain  ierenity  of 
ftile,  which  feems  in  unifcn  with  the 
foul,  he  ma\-  open  the  Spcclatcr,  and 
take  from  the  firfl  paper  of  Mr. 
Addifan  the  firH  paragrn,p!'.j  that 
meets  his  eye— th-e  following  for 
inftance — "  There  is  nothing  that 
inakes  its  way  more  directly  to  the 


foul  than  Beauty,  which  imme  liately 
difFufes  a  fecret  fatisfaction  and 
complacency  through  the  imagina- 
tion, and  gives  a  finifhing  to  p.ny 
thing  that  is  great  or  uncommon : 
the  very  firft  difcovery  of  it  ftrikes 
the  mind  with  an  inward  joy,  and 
fpreads  a  chearfulnefs  and  delight 
through  all  its  faculties,"  Or  ajain 
in  the  fame  efi'ay  :  "  \V"e  no  where 
meet  with  a  more  glorious  or  ple?/- 
ing  fhow  in  nature  than  what  ap- 
pears in  the  heavens  at  the  riling 
and  fetting  of  tiie  fan,  wh'.ch  is 
wholly  made  up  of  thofe  diJrerent 
ftai'.is  of  light,  that  (how  themfclve? 
in  ciouds  of  a  different  htuation." 
A  florid  writer  would  hardlv  have 
refilled  the  opportunities,  which 
here  court  the  imagination  to  in- 
dulge its  Plights,  whereas  few  writers 
of  any  fort  would  have  been  ti'mpt- 
ed  on  a  topic  merely  critical  to 
have  cmplorcd  fuch  figurative  anxl 
fplendid  diction,  as  th.lt  ofDoftor 
Johnfon  ;  thefe  little  famples  thero^ 
fore,  though  feleiled  with  iittle  or 
no  care,  but  taken  as  they  cuaie  :• 
hand,  may  ferve  to  exemplify  ray 
meaning,  and  in  fome  degree  ch;i- 
rai,terize  the  different  ftiici  of  the 
refpeclive  v.'riters. 

Now  as  every  ftudent,  who  is" 
capable  of  copying  cither  of  thcfe 
ftiies,  or  even  of  comparing  ihcm, 
muft  difcer'n  on  which  fide  the 
greater  danger  of  mifcarrying  lies, 
as  well  as  the  greater  difgrace  in 
cafe  of  fuch  mijcarriage,  prudence 
wiil'dirctt  him  in  his  outfet  not  to 
hazard- the  att3lr.pt  at  a  florid  dic- 
tion. If  his  car  hath  not  bceo  vi- 
tiated by  vulgar  habitudes,  he  ulU 
only  have  to  guatd  atrainft  mean 
expreClon?,  whillt  he  is'  liudying  to 
be  fimple  and  perfpicuous ; '  he  will 
put  his  thoughts  into  language  na- 
turally as  x\?./  ^  ciiiinX  thcmielve.-, 
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giving  tliem  for  the  prefent  little 
more  than  mere  grammatical  <:or- 
redion ;  afterwards,  upon  a  clofer 
review,  he  will  polifn  thofe  parts 
that  feem  rude,  harmonize  them 
■where  they  are  unequal,  comprefs 
what  is  too  diffufive,  raiie  wliat  is 
low,  and  attune  the  whole  to  that 
general  cadence,  which  feems  moll; 
grateful  to  his  ear. 

But  if  our  ftudcnt  hath  been  fmit- 
ten  with  the  turbulent  orarory  of 
the  fenate,  the  acrimonious  decla- 
mation of  the  bar,  or  the  pompous 
eloquence  of  the  pulpit,  and  Ihall 
take  the  lofty  fpeakers  in  thefe  fe- 
veral  orders  for  his  models,  rather 
than  fuch  as  addrefs  the  ear  in 
humbler  tones,  his  paflions  will  in 
that  cafe  hurry  him  into  the  florid 
and  figurative  ftile,  to  a  fublime 
and  fwelling  period;  and  if  in  this 
he  excels,  it  mull  be  owned  he 
accomplilhes  a  great  and  arduous 
talk,  and  he  will  gain  a  liberal  lliare 
of  applaafe  from  the  world,  which  in 
general  is  apt  to  be  captivated  with 
thofe  high  and  tov.'ering  images, 
that  ftrike  and  furprize  the  fenfes. 
In  this  ftile  the  Hebrew  prophets 
write,  *'  whofe  difcourfe"  (to  ufe 
the  words  of  the  learned  DcSlor 
Bentley)  "  after  the  genius  of  the 
Eaflern  nations,  is  thick  fet  with 
metaphor  and  allegory ;  the  fame 
bold  comparifons  and  dithyrambic 
liberty  of  ilile  every  v,'here  occur- 
ring— For  when  the  Spirit  of  God 
came  tipon  tbsm,  and  breathed  a  new 
warmth  and  vigour  through  all  the 
powers  of  the  body  and  foul ;  when 
by  the  influx  of  divine  light  the 
ivhole  fcene  of  Ch rill's  heavenly 
kingdom  was  reprefented  to  their 
view,  fo  that  their  hearts  were  ra- 
viflied  with  joy,  and  their  imagina- 
tions turgid  and  pregnant  with  the 
glorious  idea,s ;  thenfurely,  if  ever, 


their  ftile  -would  be  llrong  and 
lofty,  full  of  alluflons  to  all  that  is 
great  and  magnificent  in  the  king- 
doms of  this  world."  (Commence- 
ment Sermon.) — And  thefe  flights 
of  imagination,  thefe  eflufions  of 
rapture  and  fublimity  will  occafloii- 
ally  be  found  in  the  pulpit  eloquence 
of  fomc  of  our  moil:  correct  and 
t.mperate  writers  ;  witnefs  that 
brilliant  apolirophe  at  the  concluflon 
of  the  ninth  difcourfe  oi Btjhop  Sher^ 
lock,  than  whom  few  or  none  have 
written  with  more  didadic  brevity 
and  fimplicity — "  Go,"  (fays  he  to 
the  Deilhs)  "  go  to  your  natural 
religion  :  Lay  before  her  Mahemet 
and  his  difciples  arrayed  in  armour 
and  in  blood,  riding  in  triumph 
over  the  fpoils  of  thoufands  and  tens 
of  thoufands,  who  fell  by  his  vi£lc- 
rious  fword :  Shew  her  the  cities 
which  he  fet  in  flames,  the  countries 
which  he  ravaged  and  deftroyed, 
and  the  niiferable  diilrefs  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth.  When  flie 
has  viewed  him  in  this  fcene,  carry 
her  into  his  retirements;  (hew  her 
the  prophet's  chamber,  his  concu- 
bines and  wives ;  let  her  fee  his 
adultery,  and  hear  him  alledge  re- 
velation and  his  divine  commiflion 
to  juftify  his  luft  and  opprefiion. 
Wlien  fhe  is  tired  with  this  profpeift, 
then  fliew  her  the  blefled  Jefus, 
humble  and  meek,  doing  good  to 
all  the  fons  of  men,  patiently  in- 
ftruciing  both  the  ignorant  and 
perverfo ;  let  her  fee  him  in  his 
mod  retired  privacies ;  let  her  fol- 
low him  to  the  mount,  and  hear  his 
devotions  and  fupplications  to  God; 
carry  her  to  his  table  to  view  his 
poor  fare,  and  hear  his  heavenly 
difcourfe:  Let  her  fee  him  injured 
but  not  provoked ;  let  her  attend 
"him  to  the  tribunal,  and  confider 
the  patieftce  with  which  he  er.durcd. 
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the  feoffs  and  reproaches  of  his 
enemies:  Lead  her  to  his  crof-,  and 
let  her  view  him  in  the  agony  of 
death,  and  hear  his  hift  prayer  for  his 
perfecutors — Father,  forgive  them, 
fur  they  knoiu  not  'what  they  do.'" 

This  is  a  lofty  pafiage  in  the  high 
imperative  tone  of  declamation ;  it 
is  richly  coloured,  boldly  contrafted 
and  replete  with  imagery,  and  "is 
amongll  the  ftrongeft  of  thofe  in- 
Ibnces,  where  the  orator  addrefles 
himfelf  to  the  fcnfcs  and  paffions  of 
his  hearers :  Bat  let  the  difciple 
tread  this  padi  with  caution ;  let 
him  wait  the  call,  and  be  fure  he 
has  an  occafion  worthy  of  his  efforts 
before  he  makes  th.em. 

Allegory,  perfoniucation  and  me- 
taphor will  prels  upon  his  imagina- 
tion at  certain  times,  but  let  him 
foberly  confult  his  j  i:dgment  in  thofe 
moments,  and  weigh  their  fitnefs 
before  he  admits  them  into  his  flile. 
"As  for  allegory,  it  is  at  bell  but  a 
kind  of  fairy  form  ;  it  is  hard  to  na- 
turalize it,  and  it  will  rarely  fill  a 
graceful  part  in  any  manly  compo- 
sition. With  refpedl  to  perfonitica- 
tion,  as  I  am  fpeaklng  of  profe  only, 
it  is  hut  an  exotic  ornament,  and 
may  be  confidered  rather  as  the 
loan  of  the  mufes  than  as  the  pro- 
perty of  proie  ;  let  our  ftudont 
therefore  beware  how  he  borrows 
the  feathers  of  the  jay,  leff  his  un- 
natural f.nery  fhould  only  ferve  to 
make  him  pointed  at  and  defpifed. 
Ivletaphor,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
common  property,  and  he  may  take 
his  il:are  of  it,  provided  he  has  dilcre- 
tion  not  to  abufe  his  privilege,  aad 
neither  furfeits  the  appetite  with 
repletion,  nor  confounds  the  palate 
>vith  too  much  variety :  Let  bis 
jnetaphor  be  appoiite,  Angle  and 
iinconfufed,  and  it  will  ferve  him 
fts  a  kiiid  of  rhetorical  lever  lo  lift 


and  elevate  his  llile  above  the  pitch 
of  ordinary  difcourfe  ;  let  him  alfo 
fo  apply  this  machine,  as  to  make  it 
touch  in  as  many  points  as  poffible; 
otherwife  it  can  never  fo  poife  the 
weight  above  it,  as  to  keep  it  firm 
and  ileady  on  its  proper  center. 

To  give  an  example  of  the  right 
ufe  and  application  of  this  figure, 
I  again  apply  to  a  learned  author 
already  quoted — "  Our  firil  parents 
having  fallen  from  their  native  flate 
of  innocence,  the  tinfture  of  evil, 
like  an  hereditary  difeafc,  infedled 
all  their  pofterity ;  and  the  leaven 
of  fin  having  once  corrupted  the 
whole  mafs  of  mankind,  all  the 
fpecies  ever  after  would  be  foured 
and  tainted  with  it ;  the  vitious  fer- 
ment perpetually  diffufing  and  pro- 
pagating itfelf  through  all  genera- 
tions."—  (Bentley,  Com.  Sertnon.) 

There  will  be  found  alfo  in  cer- 
tain writers  a  profufion  of  words, 
ramifying  indeed  from  the  fame 
root,  yet  rifing  into  climax  by  their 
power  and  importance,  which  feems 
to  burll  forth  from  the  overfiow 
and  impetuoficy  of  the  imagina- 
tion ;  refembling  at  firil  fight  what 
^intilian  characterifes  as  the  Ahun- 
dafiiia  Ju'venUis,  u'at  which,  when 
tempered  by  the  hand  of  a  maftiV, 
will  upon  clofer  examination  ba 
found  to  bear  the  ftamp  of  judg- 
ment under  the  appearance  of  pre- 
cipitancy. I  need  only  turn  to  the 
famous  Commencement  Sermon  before 
quoted,  and  my  meaning  will  be 
fully  illuibated— "  Let  them  tell  as 
then  what  is  the  chain,  tlie  ce-ment, 
the  magnecifm,  what  they  will  call 
it,  the  inviiVole  tie  of  that  union, 
whereby  matter  artd  an  incornorcal 
mind,  things  tliat  have  r.o  fimilitude 
or  alliance  to  each  other,  can  fo 
fympaihizc  by  a  mutual  league  of 
mot! 00  and  feniation.      No;    thev 

will 
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will  not  pretend  to  that,  for  they 
cnn  frame  no  conceptions  of  it  : 
They  are  fure  there  is  fuch  an 
union  from  the  operations  and  ef- 
fedts,  but  the  caufe  and  the  manner 
of  it  are  too  fubtle  and  fecret  to 
be  difcovered  by  the  eye  of  reaibn  ; 
'tis  myftery,  'tis  divine  magic,  'tis 
natural  miracle." 

Political  E^'eiis  cf  the  Junction  bc- 
tmsetn  the  great  monied  Intertjl  and 
the  philofofhical  Cabals  r/' France. 
From  Burke'j  Refiexions  on  the 
Rcvolulicii  in  France. 

N  the  mean  time,  the  pride  of 
_  the  wealthy  men,  not  noble  or 
newly  noble,  encreafed  with  its 
caufe.  They  felt  with  refentment 
an  inferiority,  the  grounds  of  which 
they  did  not  acknowledge.  There 
was  no  meafure  to  which  they  were 
not  willing  to  lend  themfelves,  in 
order  to  be  revenged  of  the  outrages 
of  this  rival  pride,  and  to  exalt 
their  wealth  to  what  they  conlidered 
as  its  natural  rank  and  ellimation. 
They  ftruclc  at  the  nobility  through 
the'  crown  and  the  church.  They 
attacked  them  particularly  on  the 
fide  on  which  they  thought  them  the 
moll  vulnerable,  that  is,  the  pof- 
feff.ons  of  the  church,  which,  thro' 
the  patronage  of  the  crown,  gene- 
rally devolved  upon  the  nobility. 
The  blfhopricks,  and  the  great 
comfr.endatory  abbies,  were,  with 
few  ex'cepticns,  held  by  that  order. 

In  this  ftate  of  real,  th.ough  not 
always  peiceiv'ed  warfare  between 
the  noble  antient  landed  intereil, 
and  the  new  mOnied  intereil,  the 
^reatc'ft  becaufc  the  mod  applicable 
ftrength  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
latter.  The  monied  intere:l:"is  in 
its  na,ttlre  more  ready  for  any  ad- 
Venture;    and    its   poffeflbrs  fiacre 


difpofed  to  new  enterprizes  of  any 
kind.  Being  of  a  recent  acquifi- 
tion,  it  falls  in  more  naturally  with 
any  novekies.  It  is  therefore  the 
kind  of  wealth  which  uill  be  re- 
foited  to  by  all  who  wiih  for  change. 

Along  with  the  monied  i-^.terelf, 
a  new  defcription  of  men  had  grown 
up,  with  whom  that  intereft  Toon 
formed  a  clofe  and  marked  union; 
I  mean  the  political  men  of  letters. 
Men  of  letters,  fond  of  diftinguiili- 
iug  themfelves,  are  rarely  averfe  to 
innovation.  Since  the  decline  of 
the  life  and  greatnefs  of  Lewis  the 
XlVth,  they  v/ere  rot  fo  much  cul- 
tivated cither  by  him,  or  by  the 
regent,  or  the  fuccefibrs  to  the 
crown;  nor, were  they  engaged  to 
the  court  by  favours  and  emolu- 
ments fo  fy!lem:itlc-nlly  as  during 
the  fplendid  period  of  that  oftcnta- 
tious  and  not  impolitic  reign.  What 
they  loft  in  tlie  old  court  prote6lion, 
they  endeavoured  to  make  up  bv 
joining  in  a  fort  of  incorporation 
of  their  own;  to  which  the  two 
academies  of  France,  and  after- 
wards the  vaft  undertaking  of  the 
Encyclopisdia,  carried  on  by  a  fo- 
riety  of  thefe  gentlemen,  did  not  a 
little  contribute. 

The  literary  cabal  hadfome  years 
ago  formed  fomething  like  a  regular 
plan  for  the  de'Rrmflion  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion.  This  object  they 
purfued  v/ith  a  degree  of  zeal  which 
hitherto  had  been  difcovered  only 
in  the  propagators  of  fome  fyllem 
of  piety.  They  were  pofTeffed  v/ith 
a  fpirit  cf  profelytiim  in  the  moft 
fanatical  degree  ;  and  from  thence, 
by  an  eafy  progrcfs,  with  the  fpirit 
of  perfecution  according  to  their 
means.'  'What  was  not  to  be  done 
towards  their  great  'end  by  any  di- 
reft  or  imm.ediate  adl:,  might  be 
wrought  by  a  longer  prccefs  thrd* 

the 


MISCELLANEOUS    ESSAYS.       129 


tke  medium  of  opinion.     To  com- 
mand  that  opinion,  the  firft  Hep  ii 
to  eftablifh  a  dominion  over  thofe 
who  direft  it.     They  contrived  to 
poflefs  themfelves,  with  grt-at  me- 
thod  and  perfeverance,   of  all  the 
avenues    to  literary  fame.     Many 
of  them   indeed  ftood   high  in  the 
ranks  of  literature  and  fcience.  The 
world  had  done  them  juftice;  and 
in   favour   of  general  talents  for- 
gave the  evil  tendency  of  their  pe^ 
culiar   principles.     This  was    true 
liberality  ;  which  they  returned  by 
endeavouring  to  confine  the  reputa- 
tion of  fenfe,  learning,  and  talle  to 
themfelves   or   their   followers.      I 
will  venture  to  fay  that  this  nar- 
row, exclufive  fpirit  has  not  been 
lefs  prejudicial  to  literature  and  to 
tafte,  than  to  morals  and  true  phi- 
lofophy.     Thefe  Atheiftical  fathers 
have  a  bigotry  of  their  own ;  and 
they   have   learnt    to   talk   agalnft 
monks   with  the  fpirit  of  a  monk. 
But  in  fome  things  they  are  men 
of  the  world.      The   refources  of 
intrigue  are  called  in  to  fupply  the 
defeds  of  argument  and  wit.     To 
this  fyftem   of   literary    monopoly 
was  joined  an  unremitting  induftry 
to  blacken   and   difcredit  in  every 
way,  and  by  every  means,  all  thofe 
who  did  not   hold  to  their  faftion. 
To   thofe   who  have  obferved  the 
fpirit  of  their  conduft,  it  has  long 
been  clear  that  nothing  was  wanted 
but  the  power  of  carrying  the  in- 
tolerance of  the  tongue  and  of  the 
pen  into  a  perfecution  which  would 
ftrike  at  property,  liberty,  and  life. 

The  defultory  and  faint  perfecu- 
tion carried  on  againft  them,  more 
from  compliance  with  form  and  de- 
cency than  with  ferious  refentment. 


neither  weakened  their  ftrength,  nor 
relaxed  their  efforts.     The  KTue  of 
the  whole  was,  that  what  with  op- 
pofition,  and  what  with  fuccefs,  a 
violent   and   malignant    zeal,   of  a 
kind  hitherto  unknown  in  the  world, 
had  taken   an  entire    pofleiTion  of 
their    minds,    and   rendered    their 
whole   converfation,    which   other- 
wife  would  have  been  pleafing  and 
iaftruftivc,  perfeftly  difgufting.    A 
fpirit  of  cabal,  intrigue,  andprofe- 
lytifm,  pervaded  all  their  thoughts, 
words,  and  aftions.     And  as  con- 
troverfial  zeal  foon  turns  its  thoughts 
on  force,  they  began  to  infinuate 
themfelves   into   a   corrcfpondence 
with   foreign    princes  ;    in   hopes, 
through  their   authority,  which  at 
firft  they  flattered,  they  might  bring 
about  the  changes  they  had  in  view. 
To  them  it  was  indifferent  whether 
thefe  changes  were   to  be  accom- 
plifhed  by  the  thunderbolt  of  def- 
potifm,  or  by  the  earthquake  of  po* 
pular  commotion.    The  corrcfpon- 
dence between  this  cabal,  and  the 
late  king  of  Pruifia,  will  throw  no 
fmall    light  upon  the    fpirit  of  all 
their  proceedings  •.     For  the  fame 
purpofc  for  which    they  intrigued 
with  princes,  they  cultivated,  in  a 
dillinguifhcd  manner,    the   monied 
intereft  of  France  ;  and  partly  thro* 
the  means  furnilhed  by  thofe  whofe 
peculiar  offices  gave  them  the  moft 
extenfive  and  certain  means  of  com- 
munication, they  carefully  occupied 
all  the  avenues  to  opinion. 

Writers,  efpecially  when  they  a£l 
in  a  body,  and  with  one  direclion, 
have  great  influence  on  the  public 
mind  ;  the  alliance  therefore  of  thefe 
writers  with  the  monied  intereft 
had  no  fmall  effed  in  removing  the 


•  I  donotchufc  to  fliock.  the  feeling  of  th^  moral  reader  with  anv  quotation  of 
their  vulgar,  hail-,  and  profane  language.      ^ 
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popular  odium  and  envy  which  at- 
tended that  fpecies  of  wealth.  Thefe 

writers,  like  the  propagators  of  all 

•novelties,  pretended  to  a  great  zeal 

for  the  poor,  and  the  lower  orders, 

whilft  in  t^eir  fatires  they  rendered 

hateful,  by  every  exaggeration,  the 

faults   of  courts,  of  nobility,   and 

of  prieiUiood.     They  became  a  fort 

of  demagogues.     They  fervcd  as  a 

link  to  unite,  in  favour  of  one  ob- 

)€&.,  obnoxious  wealth  to  reftlefs  and 
.defperate  poverty. 

As  thefe  two  kinds  of  men  appear 

principal-  leaders    in    all    the    late 

tranfadions,  their  juniSlion  and  po- 
lities' will  ferve  to  account,  not 
•  upon  any  principles  of  law  or  of 
^.policy,  but  as  a  cau/e,  for  the  ge- 
:J>eialfury  with  which  all  the  landed 
-  property  of  ecclefiaftical  corpora- 


tions has  been  attacked  ;  and  the 
great  care  which,  contrary  to  their 
preten>lcd  principles,  has  been  taken, 
of  a  monied  intereft  originating 
from  the  authority  of  the  crown. 
All  the  envy  againft  wealth  and 
power,  was  artificially  direded.  a- 
gainft  other  defcriptions  of  riches. 
On  what  other  principles  than  that 
which  I  have  ftated  can  we  account 
for  an  appearance  fo  extraordinary 
and  unnatural  as  that  of  the  eccle- 
fiaftical pofleffions,  which  had  flood 
fo  many  fucceflions  of'  ages  arid. 
fhocks  of  civil  violences,  and  were 
guarded  at  onceby  juftice,  and  by 
prejudice,  being  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  debts,  comparatively  re- 
cent, invidious,  and  contrafted  by 
a  decried  and  fubverted  govern- 
ment ? 


lir;    ' 

t,.,,     ■ 


P  O  E  T  R  V". 


[     i3>     ] 


POETRY. 


O  D  E      on     N  O      O  D  f:. 

Bj  Peter  Pindar,  £/j. 

[5-   CHRONICLE,   p.  193] 

WH  A  I  !  not  a  fprig  of  annual  metre. 
Neither  fronr,  'liiomas  nor  from  Peter 
Who  has  ihut  up  the  laiireat's  pop  ? 
Alas !  "  poor  I'om's  a-cold,"  1  fear; 
For  lack'"  poor  Tom"  mui^  drink  fmall-beer. 

And  lo  !— of  that  a  fcanty  drop !. 
St.  James's,  happy,  happy  court, 
WiiCre  luxury  is  thought  to  Iport, 

No  more  his  tent  (hall  Thomas  pitch  in; 
Can  Od  js  of  praife  and  wil'dom  cloy  ? 
5hall  Csiar's  bard  no  more  enjoy 

The  run  of  mighty  Cxfar's  kitchen  ? 
■I.oud  roar  of  Helicon  the'  floods, 
Parnafllis  fl^.akes  through  all  his  woods,  ..  ,      , 

To  think  immortal  verfo  fliould  thus  be  flighted. 
I  fee,  I  fee  the  God  of  Lyric  fire- 
Drop  fuddenlv  his  ja-^v,  and  lyre — 

I  hear,  I  hear  the  Mufes  fcream  affrighted  1 

And  now  I  mark  the  Delphic  god 
Prepare  to  fpeak  ou  this  710  Ode  ! 

Hark  to  his  folemn  fpeech  :  "  Alas!  alas  I   _ 
(He  cries)  "  fliall  profe  rbcord  the  glorious  things 
"  Perform'd  by  glorious  queens  and  kings  ? 

"  'Tis  really  fetting  gems  in  brafs." 
Perchance  the  royal  pair  have  puk'd  with  praife. 

So  luUabied,  like  children  in  the  cradle  1 
Detcrmin'd  now  to  end  the  Laureat's  days,         _ 

Who  gives  Fame's  pap,  the  glutton !  with  a  ladle. 
Indeed,  it  is  a  generous  mode  of  finning,  . 
Yet  fets,  unluckily,  the  world  a  grinning ! 
Perchance  (his  now'rs  for  future  aclions  hoarding) 
George  lliinks  the  year  boalls  nothing  worth  recording. 
K.  2 
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Yet  what  of  that  ? — Tho'  nought  hath  been  effitiiedt 
Tom. might  have  to  11  u'  w)aat  might  be  expeded\ 
Have  faid  that  civil  lilt  *;..  uld  figh  no  more. 
And  Charlotte  give— a  fixpcnce  to  the  poor  ! 

ODE  /^r -^;V  MAJESTY'S  BIRTH  DAY,  June i^,  1790. 
Written  by  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  T.  War  TON. 

I. 

■VXT"  I  T  H I N  what  fountain's  craggy  cell 
'     Delights  the  goddefa  Health  to  dwell? 

Where  from  the  rigid  roof  diftils 

Her  richeft  llream  in  fteely  rills  ? 
What  mineral  gems  entwine  her  humid  locks  ? 

Lo,  fparkling  high  from  potent  fprings. 

To  Britain's  fens  her  cup  fhe  brings  1  ^ 

Romantic  Matlock  !  are  thy  tufted  rocks. 
Thy  fring'd  declivities,  the  dim  retreat 
Where  the  coy  Nymph  has  fix'd  her  favourite  feat. 
And  hears,  reclin'd  along  the  thundering  (hore, 
Indignant  Darwent's  deiultor)  tide 

His    ugged  channel  ruilv  chide? 
Darwent,  whofe  ihaggy  wreath  is  ftain'd  with  Daniih  gore!- 

n. 

Or  dors  fhe  drefs  her  Naiad-cave 

With  coral- fpoils  from  Neptune's  wave. 

And  hold  fhort  revels  v/ith  the  train 

Of  nymphs  that  tread  the  neighb'ring  main? 
And  from  the  cliffs  of  Avon's  cavern'd  fide 

Temper  the  balmy  beverage  pure, 

That,  fraught  with  "  drops  of  precious  cure," 
Brings  back  to  trembling  hope  the  drooping  bride ; 
That  in  the  virgin's  cheek  renews  the  rofe. 
And  wraps  the  eye  of  Pain  in  quick  repofe  ! 
While  oft  (lie  climbs  the  mountain's  fhelving  fteeps*. 
And  calls  h  "r  votaries  wan,  to  catch  the  gale 

That  breathes  o'er  Afhton's  elniy  vale, 
/     ^nd  from  the  Cambrian  hills  the  billowy  Severn  fweeps* 

III. 

Or  broods  the  nymph  with  watchful  wing 
O'er  ancient  Badon's  myftic  fpring? 
And  fpeecJs  from  its  fulphureous  fource 
The  fleamy  torrent's  fecret  courfe; 
And  fans  th'  eternal  fparks  of  hidden  fire. 
In  deep  unfathom'd  beds  below 
By  Bladud's  magic  taught  to  glow, 

Bladud, 
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Bladud,  high  theme  of  fancy's  Gothic  lyre !. 
Or  opes  the  healing  Power  her  choien  fount 
In  the  rich  veins  of  Malvern's  ample  mount? 
From  whofe  tall  ridge  ths  noontide  wanderer  vicjvi 
^  Pomona's  purple  realm,  in  April's  pride. 

Its  blaze  of  bloom  expanding  wide. 
And  waving  groves  array'd  in  Fioia's  faireft  hues. 

IV. 

Haunts  fhe  the  fcene,  where  Nature  lowers 

O'er  Buxton's  heath  in  lingering  Oiowers  ? 

Or  loves  {he  more,  with  fandal  fleet. 

In  mattin  dance  the  nymphs  to  meet 
That  on  the  flowery  marge  of  Chelder  play? 

Who,  boaftful  of  the  (lately  train 

That  deign'd  to  grace  this  fimple  plain. 
Late,  with  new  pride,  along  his  reedy  way. 
Bore  to  Sabrina  wreaths  of  brighter  hue. 
And  mark'd  his  paftoral  urn  with  emblems  new.— 
Howe'er  thefe  ftreams  ambrofial  may  detain 
Thy  fteps,  O  genial  Health,  yet  not  alone 

Thy  gifts  the  Naiad-fifters  own ; 
Thine  too  the  briny  flood,  and  Ocean's  hoar  domain, 

V. 

And  lo !  amid  the  watery  roar. 

In  Thetis'  car  fhe  flcims  the  (hore; 

Where  Portland's  brows,  embattled  high 

With  rocks,  in  rugged  majefty 
Frown  o'er  the  billows,  and  the  ftcrm  reftrain. 

She  beckons  B  itain's  fcepter'd  pair 

Her  treafures  of  the  deep  to  (ha-e  !— 
Hail  then,  on  this  glad  mom,  the  mighty  Main  1 
Which  lends  the  boon  divine  of  lengthm'd  days 
To  Thofe  who  wear  the  nobleft  regr.l  bays : 
That  mighty  Main,  which  on  its  confcious  tide. 
Their  boundlefs  commeice  pours  on  evtiy  clime. 

Their  dauntlefs  banner  bears  fublime; 
Which  wafts  their  pomp  of  war,  and  fpreads  their  thunder  wide  I 

PROLOGUE     to    KING      JOHN,  performed  by  the  Boys  cf 
IVeJlminJier  School.     Spoken  by  Mr.  Bourke. 

tl  AVE  you  ne'er  feen  (a  quaint  device  'tis  reckon'd), 

*•  *   In  Dodfley's  Poems,  v'c>l.  I    page  the  Tecond, 

A  iroop  of  boys,  in  iportive  guiie,  who  bear 

The  arms  of  Mars,  ^r<\  attributes  of  war. 

Allay  the  iword  to  draw,  t!ie  t^car  to  wield. 

And  raife,  with  force  combin  u,  the  mailV  IbieJd; 

K3  '  WMlil 
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Whilrt  one  o'erwhelm'd,  yet  dreadful  to  the  reft,' 
I>iods  Liie  dire  plumes  that  th^fati  n  o'er  his  creft  I 
Not  quite  (b  young,  yet,  as  we  hope,  nnorc  fit, 
Lo  !   we  attempt,  before  this  crowded  pit. 
In  feudal  arms,  and  royal  robes,  to  ftalk 

With  tragic  dignity  of  mien  and  walk;  -^ 

And,  deck'd  with  terrors  from  theatric  Jhel'jeSf 
Start;  at  tlie  phantoms  we  have  raised  ourjel'ves,^ 
Yet,  let  not  harfli  feverity  deride 
Theic  early  eftbrts  of  ingenuous  pride: 
Think,  but  how  oft,  with  more  inglorious  art, 
^en  mimick  us,  and  act  a  boyijh  part. 
Whoe'er  in  trifles,  or  in  tralh  delights — 
In  truant  fport  confumes  his  days  and  nights- 
Is  _/?///«  hoy,  however  he  may  brag. 
And  well  ilefcrves  to  ride  on  BuJIy^s  7iag, 
Heavens,  how  they  multiply  by  this  7ie-do  rule! 
^«^/rt?zijf  itfelf  is  one  grtVit  public  fchsol I  • 

With  many  luicked  boys O !  dire  dil'after  !— ~ 

Spite  of  the  good  example  of  its  Majier!-— 
Pardon  our  flippant  wit^the  fcene,  the  ftage 

Infpire,  perhaps,  this  pert  fatyric  rage 

We  lafh  not  you,  whom  rather  v/e  mull  court. 
To  ftoop  your  manly  judgments  to  our  fport! 
Nor  wi(h  you  punifhment,  as  things  now  ftand. 
Except  a  little  clapping  on  the  hand. 

PROLOGUE   to  HIGH   LIFE   BELOW   STAIRS,  performsd 
ij  the  fame.     Spoken  by  Mr.  Bun  bury. 

TX/'HEN  iirft  thefe  fcenes  our  author's  pendefign'do 
^  '     They^rcc'  of  ton  was  partial  and  confin'd ; 
Yet,  even  then,  while  fafliion  yet  was  young. 
Her  rage  was  catching,  and  her  influence  ftrong—  . 
Swift  from  the  travell'd  beau  and  titled  dame 
Lacquies  and  Abigails  confefs'd  the  flame. 
The  vaft  ambition  fires  the  menial  band. 
And  retail folies  bloom  at  fecond-hand. 
Does  Lovelace  drink  or  game  ?  "YVtfop  beftows^ 
His  'cafi-off  ijices  with  his  caji -off  clothes. 
Does  he  redeem,  his  lofles  at  Duke's-place, 
And  raife  fupplies  from  IfraM's  flinty  race? 
His  gentleman  purfues  the  fame  career— 
And,  "  Damme — is  diftrefs'd  like  any  peer  ;'* 
Follows  thro'  diffipation's  various  ftages. 
Takes  money  on  reverfionary  ivages  : 
Like  Lo-uelace'  felf,  liis  wafting  purfe  recruits. 
And  graats  pofi-obits  upon  birth-day  fuits, 

«  Hish. 
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«  High  Life's  the  word!"  The  rage  of  im'itatloa    . 
Burns  high  in  every  bread  throughout  the  natioiv 
The  phrenzy  rages  wide  each  palFing  hour. 
Exhibits  growing  Ton^s  encreafing  pow'r: 
On  ev'ry  brain  the  changeful  Dicmon  liies; 
Now  bids  toupees  io/all — now  capes  to  rife  ; 
Now,  at  his  word,  th'  obedient  muflin  fwells, 
And  beaux,  with  "  Monllrous  Craws,"  peep  out  at  pouting  belles* 
No  longer  now  conhn'd  to  courtly  air, 
TaJIe  fweeps  refilllefs  on  thro'  Temple  Bar ; 
Above,  below,  the  wild  contagion  fpreads. 
And  dreams  of  falhion  float  round  city  heads. 

Sir  Balaamh  toils  have  realiz'd  a  plum  1 
My  lady's  fpirit  kindles 'at  the  fum. 
"  Lard,  lo^'ey,  who  can  live  in  Lombard-ftreet  ? 
♦'  Hafte,  let  us  quit  the  mercantile  retreat. 
"  Here  we  grub  on — while  wealth  no  fame  bellows--^ 
"  We're  nobody  that  any-body  knows. 
"  How  vain  the  cumb'rous  pride  of  opulence  ! 
*'  Let  fafliion  rule,  and  talle  diredl  expence." 
Thus  fpeaks  the  glory  of  my  Loj-d  Mayor'' s  hall. 
The  pond'rous  Hilligjlerg  of  Grocers-hall. 

Thus  fpeaks  the  fair,  and  gives  her  wilhes  van** 
The  paffive  hufl^and  nods  a  gruff  afient. 
Now  civic  joys,  and  Lombard-Jheet  farewel. 
My  lady  quits  you  all,  for  dear  Fall-Mall. 
By  brilliant  equipage  and  depth  of  play. 
At  length  to  certain  fets  fhe  makes  her  way; 
And  gains  the  point  her  heart  defir'd  fo  long. 
To  flounce  and  flounder  in  excefs  oi  ton. 

Yet  fome  there  are,  and  tliofe  high  life  can  boaft. 
With  nobler  claims  than  thofe  of  wig  or  toaft; 
Whofe  rank  and  fafliion  are  their  Virtue's  foils—   \_Bon.ij:ng  fo  tut 
Their  approbation  may  o'er-pay  our  toils.  Audience.^ 

EPILOGUE  /o />&^  CONSTANT   COUPLE.    Written  hy  Mn 

Blackstone.    Spokenby  Mrs.  Gqod  all,  in  the  Characler  of  Sir  WA^7i.t 
WiLDAiR,  at  Lord  B  AH  S.Y  mokb's  pri-vate  Theatre  at  Wargrave. 

"  pAREWEL  th' inapaflion'd  vow,  the  tender  war, 

*'  •*•     The  well-feign'd  frown,  the  nail-indented  fear, 

*•  The  fong  of  triumph,  and  the  melting  tone, 

**  Farewel — poor  IVildair's  occupation's  gone  !" 

Each  Fopling's  rival,  and  eiizhfair  cue's  flame. 

To  a  mere  hujbani  dwindled,  dull  and  tame! 

No  more  the  charmers  lifp,  "  t)ear,  fweet  fir  Harry y* 

'Sdeath  !  what  could  tempt  a  Beau  Garfon  to  marry? 

*Tis  true  that  I  no  mighty  hazard. ran,. .^  .-■  . 

The  conjlant  colonel  was  the  bolder  man  ; 
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Mj  lovely  mate's  to  no  excef?  inclin'd. 

Her  name  the  faithful  index  of  her  mind ; 

But  my  friend's  fpoufe  is  quite  au  fait  at  jilting ; 

Her  fav'rite  fport,  two  rival  lovers  tilting. 

'Twas  boldly  ventur'd,  faith ! — but  come  what  will. 

Three  thoufand  pounds  a  yp.ir  may  gild  the  pill. 

Well,  wc  may  boaft,  yet  ftill  the  fair,  with  eafe. 
Can  wind  us  mighty  men  which  way  they  pleafe: 
Late  rav'd  the  colonel,  "  Woman's  form'd  to  vex  !'* 
Behold  him  now  the  ciiampion  of  the  fex  ; 
Ready,  in  their  defence,  to  yield  his  life ; 
I  almoll  thi  ik  he'd  rifque  it  for  his  wife: 
Hence— that  the  honey-moon's  but  young,  'tis  plain. 
He'll  alter  Itra'^.gely  ere  'tis  in  the  wane. 

Confefs,  ye  fair,  this  foldier  pleafes  you  ; 
Y6a\e/ee^i  him  l>ra~je,—-a.r\d  therefore  know  him  fruei 
For  coix'ardi  only  wrong  the  lacred  truft. 
But  the  bra've  fpirit  dares  not  be  unjuft. 
Oft  has  oae  tender  plaint,  one  deep-drawn  figh. 
One  anxious  tear,  dillream'd  from  beauty's  eye, 
Diflblv'd  to^  infant  tendernefs  the  heart 
Which,  undil'may'd,  fuflain'd  the  Romari's  part; 
And,  'mid  th'  enfanguin'd  field  of  honour,  rofe 
Sternly  fuperior  to  a  hoft  of  foes ; 
While  the  pale  coward  (hrinks  from  manly  ftrife. 
And  proves  his  courage  on  his  helplefs  wife. 

But  tho'  my  friend's  the  hero  of  the  play. 
He  mufl:  not  bear  the  honour  all  away  ! 
With  him  our  whole  dramatic  band  ^igree. 
In  praiie,  and  praftice  too — of  conftancy. 
He's  true  to  love,  bat  Clincher  *  is  as  true. 
As  fteady  to  his  wifh  of  pleafmg  you. 

Kindly  indulgent  too,  yourfelves,  ere-while. 
Amply  repaid  Saui's  f  efforts  with  a  fmile; 
And  in  good  humour.  Aire,  you'll  conftant  be, 
!  And  Clincher,  then,  here  finds  the  Jubilee  ! 

•  »**«,«# 

X  But  (hould  you  fcan  us  with  too  nice  an  eye, 
'  And,  judging  hardly,  all  applaufe  deny; 

Againff  your  natures,  fickle  prove, — and  frown. 
Where  we  had  hop'd  your  favour  would  be  fhown; 
Still,   OiH,  will  every  heart  exulting  join 
In  coHjlant  fealty  to  the  BRUNSJVICK  line. 

•  Lord  B:irryrnore  himfeif  performed  the  part  of  Beau  Clincher. 

•f  The  lalt  iiioatrical  reprefeniation  at  Wargrave  was  ♦'  The  Beaux  Stratagem,** 
in  which  his  lordfliip  playtd  Scrub. 

X  The  !all  fix  lines  were  written  for  the  evening  on  which  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  of  Wales  honoured  the  performance  with  his  prefence. 

4  EPILOGUE 
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EPILOGUE     to    EUDORA,    <z  tragedy. 
By  Mr.  Hay  LEY. 

OH,  what  a  fubjeft's  here  for  modern  fpleen ! 
The  curtain  drops  upon  a  bloodlefs  fcene ! 
No  fcatter'd  da<^gers  here  appal  the  fight. 
No  heroes  the  undufted  carpet  bite. 
Nor  broken  groans  eke  out  the  dying  .  ant, 
And  leave  the  fpeaker  when  ftone  dead,  to  pantt 

The  heroine  too — how  Tnir-  ''       uid  poor! 
Cut  from  her  wonted  prac.-s  — t.n  thf  floor! 
'Twas  her's  "  in  airy  i.iresd    to  fpin  her  breatii, 
**  And  like  the  filk-worni  i^m  herfelf  to  death. 
«  On  lap  of  c.)-ifiiar.t,  her  eye  li.ls  clos'd," 
In  fatin  folds  ].ei  rage-tir'd  limb^  tompos'd; 
Till  in  her   ran-.e  prepar'd,  with  change  of  feature. 
She  ftaits    ';aui  to  life,  a  new-fo.m'd  creature: 
Eacii  look,  each  g  .'ure  of  a  former  kind 
Left,  with  the  flcin  of  Tragt  "y,  behind; 
Part,  flippant,  playful,  pat  for  comic  vogue. 
Behold  the  butterfly — an  Epilogue — 
See  how  on  fancy's  wing  ihe  flits  away. 
And  culls  the  opening  humours  of  the  day  ! 
Heav'ns  1  what  a  growth  thi:;  rich  parterre  fuppHes! 
How  fafhlon  i\oots  !  'low  whim  diverfihes  1 
What  buds  of  folly  on  tae  ftem  of  reafon  ! 
*1  is  all  unnatural  b'.oom  this  oi>en  feafon ; 
And  Nature,  baffled  m  her  pl-iilic  power. 
The  ex^-  '7^  mocks,  tJie  p  omife  of  the  flower. 
Thus  n.  y  me  maiden-biuih  tiiat  faireft  fhows 
Prove,  01;  the  teft,  an  artificial  rofe ; 
And  full-blown  widows  breathing  fweets  —  of  money. 
When  tafted,  yield — ftrange  compound  !  —  bitter  honey. 

Now  into  critic  heads  the  rover  dips  — 
How  our  poor  a  ithor  trerribles  as  :he  fips ! 
Speak  for  youralves,  dread  firs  !  fevere  or  placid  ! 
Will  you  di'penfe  your  fugar  — or  your  acid? 
Some  fmile,  propitious  as  the  genial  morn. 
And  others  (hake  their  heads— -of  withering  thorn. 

Here  ceafe  the  trifling  of  :his  gew-gaw  worm— 
The  ferious  Mufe  refumes  her  priftine  form. 
The  fcenes  of  guilt  from  foreign  climes  Ihc  drew. 
But  for  the  Virtues  kept  this  Toil  in  view. 
Where  cultur'd  honour  b'ooms,  in  manly  youth, 
Aad  beauty's  bofom  proves  the  bed  of  truth. 

EPILOGUE 
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EPILOGUE    to  the  WONDER.     Spoken  by  M>v.  CrEspigTny,  ;»' 
the  Charader  of  \iOh\-^  "tt,  at  the  Clofe  of  her  Theatricals, 

HP  HO',  in  this  play,  I've  borne  the  heroine's  part, 
-■•     Its  fooliili  title  rankles  in  my  heart. 
A  -ivoman  keeps  a  J'ecret — Th!s  The  Wonder  ! 
O,  1  fliall  prove  it  an  egregious  blunder ! 
In  ages  pall,  indeed,  when  woman's  power 
Was  circumfcrib'd,  juft  like  her  fcanty  dower; 
When  pin-money  — dear  blefling  !  was  unknown. 
And  we  had  nothing  we  could  call  our  own; 
In  fome  dull  Gothic  hall  we  pafs'd  cur  lives. 
And  work'd,  and  walk'd,  and  pros'd  with  farmers'  wives  j 
Then  fcarce  a  carriage  did  the  doors  approach. 
And  Sunday,  only,  faw  the  great  old  coach. 
A  Jicret  then  —  O,  'twas  a  charming  thing 
To  whifper  till  it  made  the  village  ring ! 
But  times  are  fweetly  chang'd — our  manners,  fafliions, 
Conducl,  behaviour,  nay,  our  very  paffions! 
And  tell-tale  njuomcn  often  now  conceal 
Events,  which  men  are  anxious  xo  reveal; 
For,  when  quick  circling  bowls  their  fpirits  raife. 
In  fancy's  borrow'd  beams  they  fondly  blaze; 
The  wink,  the  nod,  the  llirug,  they  call  to  aid. 
And  boaft  of  conquefts  they  have  never  made.— 
Secrets  indeed  \ — 'tis  now  become  The  Wonder, 
If  ?nan  can  keep  liis  boafiiug  paffion  under. 
The  world's  quite  chang'd  —  things  go  a  dliFerent  way— 

Now  'n:omen  tyrannize,  and  men  obey 

Yet,  we  can  all  find  fome  good-natur'd  friend. 
Who  lets  us  know  how  very  few  commend. 

E'en  here,  perhaps,  fome,  with  a  Ihrug,  will  own, 
"  They  think  this  ailing  better  let  alone." 

If  there  are  any  fuch  wife  cenfors  here, 

I  fain  would  whifper  fomething  in  thei 

"  \Vha.t  motive  prompts  this  genius-damping 

If  it  be  judgment  from  all  envy  free. 

They  then  fhall  make  a  convert  too  of  me  : 

But  while  from  each  dramatic  bard  I  learn 

The  genuise  form  of  Virtue  to  difcern; 

W'hile,  hid  in  fhapes  that  captivate  all  eyes, 

Inftruftion  comes  in  Pleafure's  luring  guife, 

My  heart  forbids  me  to  be  fway'd  by  fears 

Which  blaft  the  joys  that  Innocence  uprears : 

But  a  thought  rifes  which  mull:  damp  my  fire. 

And  maJce  each  kindling  fpark  at  once  expire— 

Detefted 


one. 

nr  ear — <■  > 

amping  fneer  ?"  3 
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Detefted  thought!  It  paints  a  parting  fcene. 

And  proves  oar  plcafurcs  but  a  traniicnt  dream. 

Tho'  Fame  to  Afia'b  fhore  for  laurels  fped. 

And  twines  them  round  our  Ifabclla's  head; 

Tho'  Frederick,  here,  has  Rofcius'  fires  renew'd. 

And  iV'e,  in-hlm,  a  fecond  Garrick  view'd ; 

Tho'  Felix  with  fuch  energy  complains. 

And  tells  his  love  in  fuch  pathetic  drains; 

Nay,  did  fo  mcltingly  tor  pardon  fue,     , 

One  almoil  wilh'd  the  fwcet  dclufion  true  : 

Tho'  to  our  fprightly  Colonel's  tafle,  you  know. 

My  ftage,  my  Icenes,  and  all  that's  here  I  owe ; 

Save  thefe  Aonian  Nymphs  —  for  whom  I  bend 

To  Ifabella's  all-accomplifh'd  friend  : 

Tho'  at  LifHirdo's  birth  Thalia  fmil'd,    ^ . 

And  own'd'him  for  her  lov'd  and  favourite  child  ; 

Tho'  Flora,  here,  and  Inis  fcold  and  cvy. 

Till  laughter  fits  in  each  beholder  %  eye; 

Tho'  Lopez  and  Don  Pedro,  in  good  truth. 

Have  age's  wifdom  blended  with  their  youth ; 

Tho'  Violante's  truell  fmiles  appear. 

When  fecial  Mirth  and  partial yWfWj  are  here; 

Yet  'tis  a  faft  — and  fure  this  is  "  The  Wonder," 

That  ties  like  tLefe  muft  now  be  broke  afunder ! 


PROLOGUE    to  Better    late    than    Never,    a    Come.iy,   hv 
Mr.  Andrews. 

Written  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leeds. 

Andfpokenby  Mr.  Bannister,  jun. 

CUSTOM  commands  a  Prologue  to  each  Play; 
But  Cuftom  hath  not  told  us  what  to  fay: 
No  form  prcfcrib'd,  'tis  difficult  to  find. 
How  to  conciliate  the  public  mind. 
The  bafliful  Bard — the  modeft  Mufe's  fears. 
So  long  have  jingled  in  your  patient  ears. 
That  now,  perhaps,  you'll  fcarce  vouchfatc  to  ftay. 
To  hear  both  their  Apology — and  Play. 
No!   Better  fure  on   him  at  once  to  call. 
With — "  Sir,  if  frighten'd    thus,  why  write  at  all  \ 
We're  not  reduc'd  yet  to  a  trembling  pen  ! 
Zounds !   Bards  will  croud  us  foon,  like — Gentlemen." 


Something  like  thi^,  I  heard  a  friend  once  fay. 
Who  wilh'd  (poor  foul)  to  hear  a  new-launch'^ 


(poor  foul)  to  hear  a  new-launch'd  Play : 


^ox'd 
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Box'd  fnug  at  firft,  completely  to  his  mind. 
With  only  one  grave  auditor  benind; 
Ere  the  third  aft  had  Itruggled    to  its    end^ 
In  rcel'd  three  critics,  each  the  author's  friend- 
On  praile  determin'd— wit  confirm'd  bv  wine; 
Each  And  1  and  If!  was  chafte — correft— -damn'd  fine. 
To  tafte   fo  marl;'d,  my  friend,  of  courfe,  gave  way ; 
Eut  fquee^'d,  thump'd,  kick'd — Hill  liften'd  to  the  play; 
Till  by  repeated  plaudits  grown  fo  fore, 
Nor   flelh  nor  blood  could  bear  one  comment  more. 
Such  boift'rous   friends  they  furely  cannot  need. 
Who  wifli  by  merit  only  to  fucceed. 
To-night  we  offer  to  the  public  view, 
A  chara61:er,  you'll  own,  perhaps,  is  new  ; 
From  Doctor's  Commons  we  the  model  draw  ; 
A  promifing  eleve  of  Civil  Law ; 
And  Civil  fare  that  Law  which  can  provide 
Or  (fhou'd  need  be)   releafe  you  from  a  bride. 
Thrice  blefs'd  the  manfion  where,  in  fpite  of  ills^ 
Jli've  or  £/eaJ,  you  IHU  can  have  your  wills. 
Much  could  I  offer  in  our  Author's  caufe  ; 
Nay,  prove  his  firlt  great  objeft — your  applaufe ; 
But,  lell  <!ull  Friendlhip  ihould  his  genius  wrong; 
I'll  flop — before  the  Prologue  grows  too  long. 
And  Better  late  than  m-ver  hold  my   tongue. 

PROLOGUE,  fpoken  in  1781,   at  the  Theatre  in  Winchester, 
ivhich  adjoins  to,  or  is  o-ver  the  Shambles. 

By  the  late  Thom.vs  Wartok. 

WHOE'ER  our  houfe  examines,  mull  excufe 
The  wond'rous  Ihifts  of  the  Dramatic  Mufe; 
Then  kindly   liften,  while  the  Prologue  rambles 
From  wit  to  beef;  from  Shakefpeaie  to  the  Shambles. 
Divided  only   by   a  flight  of  ftaiis, 
The  Monarch  fwaggcrs,  or  the  Butcher  fwears. 
Quick  the   tranfition  when  the  curtain  drops. 
From  meek  Mor.imia's  moans  to  mutton  chops. 
^        While  for  Lothario's  lofs  Caliila  cries. 

Old  women  fcold,  and    dealers  d — n  your  eves. 
Here  Juliet  liftens  to  the  gentle  la;k; 
There,  in  harlh  chorus,  hungry  bull -dogs  bark. 
Cleavers  and  fcymitars  give  blow  for  blow. 
Ami  heroes  bleed  above,  and  fheep  bdov/. 
While  tragic  thunders  (hake  the   pit  and  box. 
Rebellows  to  the  roar  the  flsgg'ring  ox : 

Cow- 
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Cow-horns  and  trumpets  mix  their  martial  tones, 
Kidnies  and  Kings,  mouthing  and  marrow-bones; 
Suet  and  fighs,  blajik  veri'e  and  blood  abound. 
And  form  a  tragi-comedy  around. 
With  weeping  lovers,  dying  calves  complain, 
Confufion  reigns,  and  Chaos  comes  again. 
Hither  your  fteelyards,  iJutcners,  bring  to  weigh 
The  poup.d  of  flelli  Antonio's  bond  muft  pay ; 
Hither  your  knives,  ye  Chnftians  clad  in  blue. 
Bring,  to  be   wetted  by   the  cruel  Jew. 
Hard  is  our  lot,  who,  felJom  doom'd  to  eat. 
Call  a  Iheep's  eye  on  this  forbidden  treat ; 
Gaze  on  firloins,  which,  ah  !  we  muft  not  carve. 
And  in  the  midft  of  legs  of  mutton,  ftarve ! 
But  wou'd  you  to  our  houle  in  crouds  repair. 
Ye  gen'rous  Captaiiis,  and  ye  blooming  fair. 
The  fate  of  Tantalus  we  fnould  not  fear, 
Nor  pine  for  a  repaft  that  lies  fo  near ; 
Monarchs  no  more  wou'd  fuppsrlefs  remain, 
l4or  pregnant  Queens  for  cutletj  long  in  vain. 


VERSES      ^^S'/rJoHNHARVNCTON. 

To  his  W1VZ.-—O/'  Womens  Ftrtuet. 

AWE  L  L  learn'd  man,  in  rules  of  life  no  Stoylc, 
Yet  one  that  careles  epicures  derided. 
Of  weomens  vertues  talking,  them  devided 
In  three,  the  private,  civill,  and  heroyke.  j 

And  what  he  faid  of  theife,  to  tell  you  briefly. 

He  firft  began  difcourfmg  of  the  private, 

Which  each  playn  cuntry  hufwife  may  arive  at. 
As  homely,  and  that  home  concearneth  chiefly. 

The  fruit,  malt,  hops,  to  tend,  to  dry,  to  utter. 

To  beat,  ftrip,  fpin  the  woll,  the  hemp,  the  flax. 

Breed  poultry,  gather  honey,  try  the  wax. 
And  more  than  all  to  have  good  cheefe  and  butter. 

Then  next  a  ftep,  but  yet  a  lardge  ftep  higher. 

Was  civill  vertue,  fitter  for  the  citty. 

With  modeft  lookes,  good  cloths,  and  anfwers  witty, 
Thofe  bafer  things  not  done  but  guided  by  htr. 
Her  idle  tymes  and  ydle  coyne  fhe  fpends 

On  needle  works ;  and,  when  the  feafon  farvs. 

In  making  dainty  jiinketts  and  confarvs 
To  welcom  in  kynd  fori  his  dearcll  frends. 

But 
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But  far  above  them  all,  he  mofl  extolled 

The  ftatcly  Heroyns,  whofe  noble  mindc 

Itfclfto  thofe  poor  orders  cannof  bynde, 
Anomelous  that  ftill  live  uncontrol'd. 

Theis  intcrtayn  great  princes ;  theis  have  learned 

The  tongs,  toys,  tricks  of  Rome,  of  Spayn,  of  Fraunce ; 
Theis  can  correntos  and  lavoltas  daunce. 

And  though  they  foote  it  falfe  'tis  near  difcearned. 

The  vertues  of  theis  dames  are  fo  tranfcendant, 
Themfelvs  are  learn'd,  and  their  heroyke  fpirit 
Can  make  difgrace  an  honor,  fm  a  nuerit; 

AH  pens,  all  prayfers  are  on  them  dependant. 

Well,  gentle  wife,  thou  knowft  I  am  not  floycall. 
Yet  would  I  wifh,  take  not  the  wifh  in  evill. 
You  knew  the  private  \ertue,  kept  the  civill. 

But  in  no  fort  afpire  to  that  hearoycall. 

To  my  'V/  X  F  E. 

YOUR  mother  laves  yt  to  me  as  a  cryme. 
That  I  fo  long  do  ftay  from  you  fomctime. 
And  by  her  fond  furm.ifc  would  make  you  feare 
My  love  dofh  grow  more  cold,  or  lefs  finceare  : 
But  let  no  cauiles  doubts  make  you  beleeve 
That  being'  falfe  yt  being  trew  would  greeve. 

i,  when  I  goe  from  thee  the  furthefl;  diflance, 
Db  in  my  foule,  by  my  true-loves  affillancre,  A, 

Iniled  of  i"weet  imbracements,  dove-like  fciiHes, 
Send  kindeft  thoughts,  and  moll  indeeied  wifhes :— ^    ^ 
Then  letters,  then  kind  tokens  pafs,  arid  then- 
My  bufie  Mufe  imployes  my  ydlepen. 

Then  memory  in  loves  defence  alledges 
Seavn  organ-pipes,  our  loves  afllired  pledges. 
Alas,  how  many  live  iiill  with  their  wives. 
Yet  in  true  kindnefs  abfent  all  their  lives ! — 
Abfence  is  true  loves  fauce,  and  ferves  to  whet  it— • 
They  never  lov'd  v^'hom  abfence  makes  forget  it. 

V  E  R  S  E  S     fo  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  ok  his  late  Refgnat ion  ef 
the  Prefident' s  Chair  of  the  RoYAL   Academy. 

By  the  Earl  of  Carlisle. 

TT  00  wife  for  contefl,  and  tco  meek  for  ftrlfe, 
-''-     Like  Lear,  opprefs'd  by  thofe  you  rais'd  to  life. 
Thy  fceptre  broken,  thy  dominion  o'er. 
The  curtain  falls,  and  thou'rt  a  king  no  more.— 

5  Still, 
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Still,  near  the  wreck  of  thy  demali{h'd  ftate. 
Truth  and  the  weeping  Mufe  with  me  iliaJl  wait; 
Science  fhall  teach  Britannia's  felf  to  moan. 
And  make,  O  injur'd  friend!  thy  wrongs  her  own. 
Shall  we  forget,  when,  with  incefiant  toil. 
To  thee  'twas  giv'n  to  turn  the  ftubborn  foil  — 
To  thee,  with  flow'rs  to  deck  our  dreary  wafte. 
And  kill  the  pois'nous  weeds  of  vicious  tafle; 
To  pierce  the  gloom  where  England's  Genius  flepi. 
Long  of  foft  love  and  tendernefs  bereft; 
From  his  young  limbs  to  tear  the  bands  away. 
And  bid  the  infant  Giant  run  and  play  ? 

Dark  was  the  hour,   the  age  an  age  of  ftone. 
When  Hudfon  claim'd  an  empire  of  his  own ; 
And  from  the  time,  when,  darting  rival  light, 
Vandyke  and  Rubens  checr'd  our  northern  night; 
Thofe  twin  flars  fet,  the  Graces  all  had  fled. 
Yet  paus'd,  to  hover  o'er  a  Lcly's  head ; 
And  fometimes  bent,  when  won  with  earnell;  prav'r. 
To  make  the  gentle  Kneller  all  their  care; 
But  ne'er  with  fmlles  to  gaudy  Verrio  turn'd, 
"No  happy  incenfe  on  his  altars  burn'd. 
O  !  witnefs.  Wind  for  !  thy  too  pafTive  waJls, 
Thy  tortur'd  ceilings,  thy  infuked  halls! 
Lo  !  England's  glory,  Edward's  conc^uering  fon, 
Cover'd  with  fpoils  from  Poidiers  bravely  won— 
Yet  no  white  plumes,  no  arms  of  fable  hue, 
Mark  the  young  hero  to  our  ravifh'd  view ; 
In  bafkin  trim  and  laurcll'd  helmet  bright, 
A  well-drefs'd  Roman  meets  our  puzzled  fight ; 
Arid  Gallia's  captive  king,  how  firange  his  doom  ! 
A  Roman  too  perceives  hiinfcif  become. 
See  too  the  miracles  of  God  prof^m'd. 
By  the  mad  daubings  of  this  impious  hand; 
For  while  the  dumb  exult  in  notes  of  praife. 
While  the  lame  walk,  ^he  blind  in  tranfports  gaze- 
While  vanquifh'd  demons  Heav'n's  high  mandates  hear. 
And  the  pale  dead  fpring  from  the  filent  bier. 
With  lac'd  cravat,  long  wig,  and  carelcfs  mien. 
The  Painter  s  prefent  at  the  wond'rou^  fcenc  ! 

Vanloo  and  Dahl,  th.fe  may  more  jullly  claim 
A  ftep  Hill  high.-r  on  the  throne  of  Fume ; 
Yet  to  the  weit  their  courle  th  jyleem  to  run. 
The  laft  red  llreaks  of  a  declining  fun. 

And  muft  we  Jcrvas  name?  fo  hard  and  cold. 
In  ermine  robes,  and  pcrako,  only  bold ; 
Or,  when  infpir'd,  his  rapt'rous  pciicil  own 
The  roU'd-up  Hocking  aud  the  daaiaiJ:  gown  1 

Behold 
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Behold  a  taflelels  age  in  wonder  ftand. 
And  hail  him  the  Apell  s  of  the  land  ! 
And  Denner  toe— but  yet  Co  void  of  eafc. 
His  figures  teil  you— they're  foibid  to  pleafe; 
Nor  in  proportion  nor  cxpreffi>  n  nice. 
The  Ibong  rcTemblance  is  itfelf  a  vice; 
As  wax.vork  figures  always  fhock  the  fight. 
Too  near  to  human  flclh  and  fliapc,  affright; 
And  when  tncy  belt  are  form'd  afford  the  leaft  delight. 
'     Turn  we  from  fuch  to  thee,  whofe  nobler  art 
Rivets  the  eye  and  penetrates  the  heart : 
To  thee,  whom  Nature,  in  thy  earliefl  youth. 
Fed  with  ine  honey  of  eternal  Truth- 
Then,  by  her  fondling  art,  in  nappy  hour, 
p  ntic'd  to  Learning's  more  fe  uefkr'd  bower: 
There  all  thy  life  of  honours  firfl  was  plann'd. 
While  Nature  preach'd,  and  Science  held  thy  hand- 
When,  but  for  thefe,  condemn'd  perchance  to  trace 
The  tirefome  vacuum  of  each  fenfelefs  face, 
Thou  in  thy  living  tinlb  hadft  ne'er  combin'd 
All  grace  of  form  and  energy  of  mind — 
How,  but  for  thefe,  Ihould  we  have  trembling  fled 
The  guilty  tofTmgs  of  a  Beaufort's  bedj 
Or  let  ihe  fountain  of  our  forrows  flov/ 
■    At  fight  of  familh'd  Ugolino's  woe? 
Bent  on  revenge,  Ihould  we  have  penflve  flood 
O'er  the  pale  Cherubs  of  the  fatal  Wood, 
Caught  the  laft  perfume  of  their  rofy  breath. 
And  view'd  them  firiling  at  the  llroke  of  death? 
Should  we  have  qucftion'd,  flung  with  rage  and  pain. 
The  bpedlre  Line,  wita  the  diftrifted  Thane  ? 
Or,  with  Alcmen.a's  natural  terror  wild. 
From  the  envenom'd  fcrperrt  torn  her  child  ? 
And  mult  no  mi -re  thy  pure  and  clafTic  page 
Unfold  its  treafures  to  the  rifing  age  ? 
Nor  from  thy  ov/n  Athenian  temple  pour 
Cn  liil'nii  g  yoi;th,  of  art  the  copious  Itore?— 
Hold  up  to  Labour  independent  eafe. 
And  teach  Ambition  all  the  ways  to  pleafe! 
With  re::dy  hand  neglecte  ^  Genius  lave, 
Sick'ning,  o'erlook'd  in  Mis'ry's  hidden  cave  ; 
And,  nobiy  juft,  d.cide;  the  aftive  inind 
N-ith."r  to  foil  nor  climate  is  contin'd  ! 

Defert  not  then  my  fons;   thofe  fbns  who  foon 
^^  ill  m.oarn  with  me,  and  all  their  error  own. 
Thou  m.ull  excule  that  raging  fir",  the  fame 
Which  lights  their  daily  courfe  to  endlefs  fame. 


} 


Alas-I 
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Alas!  impels  them,'thoughtlefs,  far  to  ftray 
From  filial  love  and  reafon's  fober  way. 
Accept  again  thv  pow'r — relume  the  Chair, 
"  Nor  leave  it  till — you  place  an  Equal  there.'* 

O     D     E       /o    James    Bruce,   Efq. 
Attributed  to  Mr.  MajCn. 

HEAR  Truth  invite  !  hear  Science  plead ; 
Bold  traveller,  their  voice  attend  ! 
Eager  to  give  thee  Honour's  meed, 

And  hail  thee  as  their  public  friend  ! — 
Advent'rous  Bruce,  allow  their  claim  ! 
And  fince  thy  toils  at  genuine  glory  aim,^ 
Let  thy  accomplilh'd  hand  conlign  thofc  toils  to  Fame. 

What !   though,  to  ftrike  the  author  mute. 

Uplifting  a  farcaftic  hand, 
(The  gage  of  fcepcical  difpute  !) 

Detraction  on  the  watch  may  Hand  _ 
With  Ignorance  leagu'd— an  hideous  pair  ! 
Who  Hop  warm  Genius,  with  petrilic  ftare. 
In  all  his  bright  puriuits,  in  every  generous  care! 

'Twas  brave  difdain  of  thefe  bafe  foes 

That  form'd  the  demi-gods  of  old; 
By  this,  to  modern  glory  rcfe 

The  names  that  Learning  has  enroll'd. — 
Thefe,  then,  who  prey  on  worth  fublime,  _ 
Thefe  foes  contemn,  the  pefts  of  every  clime ! 
Though  worfe  thou   could'ft  not   meet   in    Egypt's  quick'nmg 
(lime! 

Eager  to  crulh  their  reptile  fpite, 

With  thee  in  firm  alliance  fland 
Spirits,  who  feaft  on  mental  light, 
Virtue  and  Science  hand  in  hand  ! — • 
"  Whate'er  thy  wide  refearch  might  find, 
"  Impart,"  they  cry,  "  to  benefit  mankind 
"  With  intelleaual  food,  with  Opulence  of  mind  I" 

Since  rival  arts  thy  life  have  grac'd, 

Give  not  thy  aid  to  one  alone  ! 
Though  Burney,  with  difcerning  tafte, 
Implor'd  that  aid  in  friendfhip's  tone  ;— 
Burney  1  whofe  leaves  thy  talents  tell ; 
Burney!  hiltorian  of  the  tuneful  fliell ; 
Of  excellence  the  friend,  and  falhion'd  to  excel! 

Vol.  XXXII.  ^  ^^"^ 
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See  all  the  Arts,  (a  fecial  tribe  !) 

With  friendly  zeal  around  thee  wait. 
Keen  from  thy  fpirit  to  imbibe 
New  lights  to  dignify  their  ftate  ! 
From  thee,  with  rare  experience  fraught. 
They  afk  what  Afric's  unknown  genius  taught. 
Loll  knowledge  to  revive,  or  aid  inventive  thought. 

Doll  thou  not  fee  in  folemn  dreams. 

Oft  as  thy  Ictter'd  vigils  ccafe. 
The  fire  of  life-fupporting  llreams. 

Parent  of  commerce,  wealth,  and  peace. 
Imperial  Nile,  before  thee  rife? — 
My  mental  eye  his  awful  form  efpies. 
While  the  indignant  Power  in  honell  anger  cries : 

"   O  Bruce,  by  my  indulgence  led 

"  To  fcenes  no  ancients  might  explore, 
"  To  thofe  coy  fountains  latent  head, 
"  Whence  all  my  genial  gifts  I  pour; 
"  Since  I,  as  kind  as  thou  waft  bold, 
♦'  ShewM  thee  my  wonders,  why  doft  thou  withhold 
*«  What  Science  bids  thy  hand  to  all  her  fons  unfold  i 

*'  Remember,  as  my  fruitful  tide 

"  Throws  verdant  life  on  lands  below; 
"  So,  round  the  world,  'tis  Britain's  pride 
"  New  ftreams  of  mental  light  to  throw  I 
"  And  happieft  they,  though  Envy  lower, 
*'  Who  moft  increafe  thy  country's  richeft  power, 
**  Her  radiance  of  renown,  from  intelleftual  dower!" 

INSTRUCTIONS    to     a    PORTE  R^ 

Py  the  late   Mr.  Beddingfield,  o/^  Newcastle, 

Y  O  U,  to  whofe  care  I've  now  confign'd 
*     My  houfe's  entrance,  caution  ufe 
While  you  difcharge  your  truft,  and  mind 
Whom  you  admit,  and  whom  refufe. 

Let  no  fierce  Paffions  enter  here, 

Paillons  the  raging  breaft  that  ftorm'. 
Nor  fcornful  Pride,  nor  fervile  Fear, 

Nor  Hate,  nor  En-vys  pallid  form. 

Should  A'v'rice  call — you'll  let  her  know 

Of  heap'd-up  riches  I've  no  ftore. 
And  that  fhe  has  no  right  to  go 

Where  Plulus  has  not  been  before. 


Lo? 
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Lo !  on  a  vlfit  hither  bent, 

High-plum'd  Jmhition  ftalks  about; 
But  {hould  he  enter,  fweet  Content 

Will  give  me  warning— (hut  him  out. 

Perhaps  the  Mufe  may  pafs  this  way. 

And  the'   full  oft  I've  bent  the  knee. 
And  long  invok'd  her  magic  fway, 

Smit  with  the  love  of  harmony; 

jilone  tho'  fhe  might  pleafe— yet  Hill 

I  know  flie'll  with  Atntition  come; 
With  luft  of  fame  my  heart  (he'll  fill. 
She'll  break  my  rell — I'm  not  at  home. 

There  is  a  rafcal  old  and  hideous. 

Who  oft  (and  fometimes  not  in  vain) 
Clofe  at  my  gate  has  watch'd  afllduous. 

In  hopes  he  might  admittance  gain  ; 

His  name  is  Care — if  he  (hould  call. 

Quick  out  of  doors  with  vigour  throw  him; 
And  tell  the  mifcreant  once  for  all 

I  know  him  not,  I  ne'er  will  know  liim. 

Perhaps  then  Bacchus,  foe  to  Care, 

May  think  heUl  fure  my  favour  win; 
His  promifes  of  joy  are  fair 

But  falfe — you  muft  not  let  him  in. 

But  welcome  that  fweet  Power,  on  whom 

The  young  Dejires  attendant  move. 
Still  fluili'd  with  Beauty's  vernal  bloom. 

Parent  of  blifs,  the  i^een  of  Lo-ve. 

O !  you  will  know  her,  (he  has  ftole 

The  luftre  of  my  Delia's  eye; 
Admit  her,  hail  her — for  my  foul 

Breathes  double  life  when  (lie  is  nigh. 

If  then  ftern  Wifdom  at  my  gate 

Should  knock,  with  all  her  formal  train. 
Tell  her  I'm  bufy — (he  may  wait. 

Or,  if  (he  chafes — call  again. 
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Bj  the  Ri'j.  Vr.  B  L  A  c  K  D  u  R  N  E ,  M .  A.  late  Archdeacon  of  Cleveland. 

LVCIDAS    to   Pr  UDENT  I  A. 

■p\ESCEi\D,  fair  Stoic,  from  thy  flights; 
'^   From  Nature  learn  to  know 
Our  paflions  are  the  needful  weights, 
7  hut  make  our  virtues  go. 

Prcdkntia  to  Lycidas. 

True,  Lycidas ;  but  think  not  fo 

Another  truth  to  fh.un  ; 
Our  pallions  make  our  virtues  go. 

But  make  our  vices  run. 

ExtraHs  from  Arthur.,  a  Poetical  Romance ,  in  fe-ven  Books  ; 
By  Richard  Hole. 

"p  RAISE  be  the  warrior's  meed,  who  feeks  to  rife 
■■■    Bv  virtuous  adls,  by  deeds  of  bold  emprize. 
O'er  dark  oblivion^  and  in  time's  defpight. 
Beneath  wliofe  wafteful  coarfe,  in  endiefs  night, 
Succeflive  ages  fink,  and  pafs  unknown, 
Afpires  to  make  futurity  his  own. 

Such  Arthur  was  :  the  fong  preferv'd  his  fame; 
And  oft  our  fathers  kindled  at  the  name : 
When  wand'ring  minftrels  to  the  feeling  heart 
The  llrains  of  nature,  undeprav'd  by  art, 
Addrell;  ana  crouded  halls  were  taught  to  ring 
With  the  bold  afts  of  Britain's  matchlefs  king. 

Tliofe  days  are  part :  the  vocal  drain  no  more 
Is  heard,  that  charm'd  our  fathers'  hearts  of  yore. 
Now,  fole  iTiemorial  of  their  echoin'^  halls, 
Clafp'd  by  rude  ivy,  nod  the  mould'ring  walls : 
In  cumb'rous  heaps  are  ftretch'd  the  {lately  towers. 
While  noxious  weeds  ufurp  the  rofcate  bow'rs; 
And,  long  enfolded  in  death's  cold  embrace, 
Silent  have  flept  the  minftrels'  gentle  race. 

Yet  ftill  his  name  furvives ;  nor  deem  it  vain. 
That  one,  the  meanell  of  the  tuneful  train, 
Caught  by  the  lofty  theme,  with  feebler  lays 
Prefumes  t'  unfold  a  tale  of  other  days. 
Such,  as  of  old  to  Fancy's  ear  addreil. 
Perchance  had  ftruck  the  fympathifmg  breaft ; 
When  lovely  were  our  maids,  and  brave  our  youth. 
When  virtue  valour  crown'd,  and  beauty  truth. 

The  day's  bright  ruler,  from  his  airy  deep 
Defcending,  plung'd  beneath  the  weilern  deen ; 

S  '  When, 
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When,  o'er  the  rocks  that  gird  Ebuda's  fide, 
Brave  t.he  wild  windi,  and  lurging  waves  deride. 
The  fuH-orb'd  moon  her  radiant  brow  difplay'd. 
And  the  blue  fky  in  foften'd  light  array'd  ; 
With  quivering  lullrc  dcck'd  tne  purple  dood, 
j^nd  edg'd  with  fdver  gleams  the  du(ky  wood. 

Ivar,  who  trac'd  his  binh  fiom  liics  renown'd, 
A  generous  youth,  beliJe  the  vail  profound. 
In  meditation  wrapt,  purfues  his  courfe 
Along  the  beach  ;  while,  with  diminiih'd  force. 
Fainter  and  f.iiTiter,  from  the  Ihelving  Ihore     - 
The  murmuring  waves  retreat  with  hollow  roar. 

Soon  on  th'  horizon's  utmoll  verge  dcicry  d, 
A  fleet,  dim-gliding  ca  the  diit.iiic  tide. 
Appears:  at  times  the  fnow-whltc  lads  in  light 
Are  cloath'd,  at  times  they  vanilh  from  his  light. 

While  o'.r  the  main  he  bends  his  anxious  eyes,       .i 
From  higii  Conagra  dreadful  founds  arife,  { 

Where  darkly-frowning  its  projcfted  itecp 
In  v.  ide-llretch'd  (hade  involves  the  roaring  deep  ; 
That  kinc!,-  ofmountains,  whofe  proud  heigh:  to  gain 
The  feeble  race  of  man  would  toil  in  vain. 
On  his  allioniili'd  ear  with  hideous  yell 
Thus  burll  the  drain  that  aw'd  the  powers  of  hell ; 

"  Shall  hated  light  ftill  clothe  theie  azure  ikies. 
Daemons  of  dire  revenge? — awake,  aiiie  ! 
Forego  your  dreary  cells  where  horror  reigns; 
In  gloom  congenial  wrap  yon  fpangled  plains ! 
The  vault  of  heaven  with  winds  conllicling  rend. 
And  with  the  cIouJs  the  furging  billows  bLnd  1— 
Say,  mult  wc  vainly  thus  your  aid  iiU'okc  ? 
For  this  does  blood  upon  vour  altars  fmoke  ? 
Do  we  for  this  the  ibuls  of  mortals  lire 
With  rage  unpitying,  and  vindidivt-  ire  ? 
The  race  abliorr'd  with  caufelefs  iJls  ai-.noy, 
And  aid  your  hate ?  awake,  arife,  delhoy  !"' 

As  upward  now  he  turn'd  his  wond'nng  eyes, 
Of  fearful  mein,  and,  more  than  mortal  lize. 
Three  female  forms  appearVl ;  in  mylHc  rite 
Engag'd,  they  traced  the  mountain's  diz/y  height 
In  circling  courfe ;  whilll  wide  behind  them  Hew 
Their  fable  locks,  and  robes  of  rulllt  hue, 
As  with  demeanor  wild,  and  outlhetch'd  arms 
They  rouz'd  th'  iniernal  powers  : — tiicir  diiel'ul  charm-s 
At  length  prevail.     Th'  incroafuig  (hades  of  night 
Clofe  dark  around,  and  veil  them  from  his  fight. 

Now,  by  the  potency  of  magic  found, 
Th'  afpiring  mountain  to  its  balV  profound 

L  3  Convuffuj 
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Convulfive  fliook  :  the  birds  that  ufed  to  fweep 
In  .loudcd  riight  around  the  dizzy  Iveep, 
(As  grey-robed  vapors,  driven  before  the  florin. 
Float  on  the  winds  in  manv  a  varied  form), 
Rous'd  from  their  fecret  clefts,  witl'.  piercing  cry, 
Tnro'  the  dun  air  in  countlefs  myriads  fly. 
From  ev'ry  point  of  heav'n  red  meteors  glide 
In  ftreaming  radiance  to  the  mountain's  fide. 
Thick  and  more  thick;  then  to  its  height  afpire. 
And  form  a  rampart  of  encircling  iire. 

But  tho'  in  fplendor  rofe  the  mountain's  head. 
The  robe  cf  darknefs  o'er  the  (ky  was  fpread ; 
Portentous  darknefs — "  Powers  of  earth  and  air  1" 
Ebuda's  youth  thus  rais'd  the  fuppliant  prayer, 
*'  Ye,  who  o'er  nature's  wide  domains  prefide  ! 
Ye,  who  thro'  boundlefs  fpace  benignly  guide 
Heaven's  cheering  orbs  1  who  thro'  the  ethereal  plain 
Roll  the  deep  thunder,  or  its  rage  reftrain  1 
Whofe  pow'r  can  check  the  lightning's  darted  ray. 
And  bid  the  ftorm  in  whifpers  die  aivay, 
Afiifc  the  race  of  man  ! — behold,  unbound. 
The  Po^vers  of  e^jil  urge  their  wafteful  round  ! 
The  dxmon  of  deftrudtion  is  abroad, — 
And  his  yon  dreadful  fcene  ! — Beneath  his  load 
Conagra  trembles — bind,  oh  bind  again 
This  fury  in  your  adamantine  chain  !"— 

He  ccas'd ;  for,  echoing  from  the  mountain's  head. 
Again  the  founds  that  ftruck  his  foul  with  dread 
More  direful  rofe. — "  Seize,  feize,  the  fated  hour: 
On  yonder  fleet  the  ftorm  cf  vengeance  pour  ! 
Dsfcend  ye  clouds  of  death  !  ye  fiends  arife  ! 
Bnrll  forth  ye  llorms,  and  mingle  feas  and  fkies  1" 

And  now  the  fplendor  that  enclos'd  the  ftecp. 
In  fparks  of  lire  flew  diverfe  o'er  the  deep. 
Kindling  the  nitrous  clouds  :  with  livid  glare 
The  lightning  llream'd  along  the  troubled  air ; 
Tremendous  thunder  thro'  the  vait  profound 
In  peals  redoubled  roU'd  its  awful  found: 
In  darknefs  failing  thro*  th'  affrighted  Ikies 
The  demons  pour'd  their  death-denouncing  cries. 
At  times,  their  forms  of  dread  the  lurid  light 
Difclos'd,  and  fwell'd  the  horrors  of  the  night. 

Awhile  the  youth  lav  proftrate  on  the  ground. 
When  rous'd  in  terror  bv  a  mightier  found 
Of  long-continu'd  thunder,  thro'  the  fey 
He  mark'd  with  keener  blaze  the  lightning  fly : 
Saw,  as  it  flaih'd  againft  Conagra's  height. 
Out-jutting  craigs,  and  rocks  of  ponderous  weight. 

Precipitate 
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Precipitate  defcend  with  hideous  roar. 

And  dafh  the  wild  waves  o'er  the  trembling  fliore. 

A  mountain-billovv  burll  before  his  view. 
And  on  the  ftrand  a  haplefs  warrior  threw. 
Sudden  the  raging  winds  their  fury  ceafe  : 
T,he  llorm-vex'd  waves  fubfide,  and  fink  to  peace. 
Thro'  fcattcring  clouds,  tlieir  fleecy  robes  in  light 
Array'd,  niajeltic  towers  the  queen  of  ni;;Ut : 
Thick-gleaming  liars  the  vault  of  heaven  adorn. 
Like  dew-drops  glift'ning  to  the  beam  of  morn. 

Tho'  foft  companion  in  the  gentle  breaft 
Of  Ivar  fwell'd,  yet  fear  awhile  reprell 
His  doubtful  fteps ;  he  faw  the  ftranger  rife. 
And  wildly  roll  around  his  wond'ring  eyes. 
Stately  his  form  ;  and  mingled  in  his  face 
The  charms  of  youth,  and  manhood's  riper  grace 
Vied  for  pre-eminence  :  a  ponderous  fpear 
He  held,  that  not  the  raging  waves  could  tear 
From  his  ftrong  grafp :  his  bofom  oft  he  (truck. 
And,  upwards  gazing,  call  to  heaven  a  look, 
In  which  indignant  rage,  with  grief  combin'd, 
Expreft  the  mi.\'d  emotions  of  his  mind. 

On  his  barb'd  fteed,  that  proudly  paw'd  the  ground. 
There,  clad  in  fteel,  the  ftern  Norwegian  frown 'd. 
In  loofe  array,  wide  fcatter'd  o'er  the  plain, 
Ruih'd  Thule's  bands,  and  Gotia's  archer  train. 
Not  e'en  Laponia's  ftorm-wrapt  coaft  could  fcreen 
Her  harmlels  oft'spring  from  the  deathful  fcene. 
Compell'd  by  Norway's  gloomy  lord  they  rear 
The  targe  fur-cindtur'd,  and  the  bone-tipp'd  fpear. 
By  fifli,  roots,  herbs,  the  gentle  race  were  fed  ; 
The  fuplefs  cave  their  dvvelling,  earth  their  bed. 
On  roaring  feas  in  flight  canoes  to  fiil. 
With  well-aim'd  darts  to  pierce  th'  unv/ielJy  whale  ; 
Their  deftin'd  courfd^io  make  the  rein-deer  know. 
Steer  the  fmooth  fledge  o'er  tracklefs  wailes  of  fnow ; 
T'  entrap  the  wily  fox,  the  bird  enfnare; 
On  floating  ice  furprile  the  fluggilh  bear; 
Thefe  were  their  arts  alone — unfit  to  wield 
The  arms  of  heroes  in  th'  embattled  field. 
Their  foothing  hope  that  foon  thefe  toils  would  ceafe. 
And  Genii  guide  them  to  the  bowers  of  peace  : 
Where,  in  the  land  of  fouls,  a  blifsful  fliore. 
No  ruthlcfs  tyrants  fliouM  molcft  them  more. 
No  t'-inpelh  rage,  no  hail,  nor  fnow  defcend, 
No  fearful  lightning  glare,  nor  thunder  rend 
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Heaven's  azure  vault,  but  cloudlefs  radiance  gild 
The  fky,  and  ceafelefs  verdure  deck  the  field. 

Forenicft  the  king  advanc'd,  and  bade  the  founds 
That  calls  to  battle,  rife :  his  bards  renown'd, 
Ofwald  and  Eric  thus  his  will  obey  : 
The  plain  re-«fchoes  to  tlie  lofty  lay. 

"  Dark  on  his.  cloud,  unfeen  by  mortal  eye. 
The  ruler  of  the  battle  fits  on  high. 
Dread  Odin,  firll  of  heavenly  powers  ador'd. 
With  fliafts  of  death  ten  thoufand  quivers  llor'd 
Stand  by  his  fide  :  The  fatal  bow  he  bends. 
And  wide  around  the  rapid  Ihower  defcends. 
In  filence  flits  thro'  air  each  viewlefs  dart. 
And  fills  with  torturing  pangs  the  da  Hard's  heart. 
To  Hela's  drear  abodes  embiown'd  in  night. 
Their  feeble  fpirits  urge  their  downward  flight. 
Not  fo  the  brave,  no  fears  their  minds  controul, 
Unfelt  their  wjounds,  unvanquifli'd  is  their  foul. 
Death  then  is  more  dian  vi^ory  ! — The  God 
Of  battle  hails  them  to  his  bright  abode. 
For  them  he  bids  the  plenteous  banquet  (hine. 
And  the  bowl  fl.ow  with  Hydromel  divine. 
Rife  then,  e?culting  in  your  might  arife  ! 
Conqueft  or  death  alike  the  valiant  prize. 
This,  fhall  your  days  on  earth  with  honour  crown  ; 
That,  feat  you  mid  the  gods,  and  chiefs  of  old  renown." 

While  thus  the  bards  awak'd  th'  infpiring  fong, 
Extatic  fury  feiz'd  the  martial  throng  : 
And,  as  the  clofe-compafted  lines  ,advance, 
(Thro'  winter's  v/atry  cloud  thu^  fun -beams  glance, 
Vv^hen  threatning  frorms  th'  unfhelter'd  fwain  affright) 
On  either  fide  full  many  a  gallant  knight, 
Buril;  thro'  the  gloom  of  war  with  loofen'd  rein, 
Couch'd  the  ftrong  lance,  and  blaz'd  athwart  the  plain. 

More  dreadful  now  the  din  of  battle  grows  j 
Spears  clafli  with  fpears,  v/ith  bucklers  bucklers  clofe. 
Shrill  flits  the  arrow  from  the  twanging  firing. 
And  Hones  on  batter'd  mail  rebounding  ring. 
The  keen-edg'd  falchion^  helm,  and  haw  berk  rends; 
The  ponderous  axe  with  thundering  found  defcends. 
The  trump's  loud  clangors  mixt  with  dying  cries, 
Jind  fhoats  of  wrathful  heroes  (hake  the  fkies. 

1  h'  unhallow'd  fillers  to  the  clouds  repair, 
^nd  darkly-hovering  on  the  wings  of  air. 
Like  familh'd  vulturs,  mark'd  with  keen  delight 
7"he  fall  of  warriors,  and  the  wafle  of  fight. 

Here,  furious  Hacon  with  refifllefs  force 
Thro'  yielding  ranks  impells  his  foaming  horfe. 

Emania'j 


POETRY.  153 

Emania's  monarch  there,  with  matchlefs  might 
Wields  his  huge  mace,  and  proftratc  lays  the  fight. 
Thy  courfe  of  g'ory,  Sweiio,  who  can  trace  ?■ 
Thy  foe'3  dellrudiion,  and  thy  country's  grace  ! 
While  fhook  the  brave,  no  terror  Conal  knew. 
To  prove  his  might  athwart  the  phiin  he  Hew. 
Nor  ftrength,  nor  fkill  'gainll  Hacon's  fon  avail. 
Nor  mafiy  buckler,  nor  protecting  mail ; 
The  fatal  fpear  thro'  fliield  and  corflet  flies. 
And  ftretcii'd  in  duft  the  haplefs  warrior  lies. 

Unconfcious  of  her  much-lov'd  hero's  fall, 
Ithona  fits  in  Thomond's  lofty  hall. 
And  bids  the  bards  to  him  awake  their  lays — 
For  who  like  Conal  claim'd  the  meed  of  praifc  ! 
Sudden,  ere  yet  they  touch'd  the  warbling  wire^ 
Burft  mournful  founds  inftinilive  from  the  lyre  : 
And  lo  !  the  dogs,  companions  of  the  chace. 
In  Ihudderiiig  terror  gaze  on  vacant  fpace. 
Their  lord's  fad  image  riL's  to  their  view ; 
Faint  gleam  his  arms,  and  pallid  is  his  hue. 
His  dimly-rolling  eyes  ori  Thomond's  fair 
Jn  grief  he  bends ;  then  borne  aloft  in  air. 
And  wrapt  in  darkncf's,  on  the  gale  he  flies  ; 
Deep  mourn  the  faithful  train,  and  howlings  wild  arifc. 
She  marks  the  figns  that  fpeak  her  hero  low  ; 
Rends  her  dark  trefles,  beats  her  breafl  of  fnow^ 
And  gives  her  days  to  folitary  woe. 

Before  his  bands  fee  Neufl;ria's  chief  advance  ! 
A  bold  Norwegian  finks  beneath  his  lancr. 
As  from  his  fide  the  weighty  fpear  he  rends. 
On  his  ftrong  vantbrafs  Hacon's  fword  defcendr. 
And  fheers  him  to  the  bone.     His  knightly  train 
Rufh  to  his  aid,  and  bear  him  from  the  plain. 

Of  Ibength  unyielding,  fpirit  unfubdued. 
Like  fome  dark  rock  that  braves  tlie  furging  flood, 
Emania's  monarch  llands  unmov'd  :   the  tide 
Of  battle  rolls,  and  breaks  againll  his  fi  ie. 
Now  here,  now  there,  he  deals  the  d.adlv  wound. 
And  mangled  corfes  drew  th'  enlanguin'd  ground. 

Norwegia's  leader  thundering  thro'  t'le  field, 
Ag'iinft  the  warrior's  breail  his  lance  impell'd. 
Unwounded  he  fuilain'd  the  mighty  (hock  ; 
The  pointed  lance  on  his  flrong  corflet  broke. 
Hacon  again,  his  courfer  chcck'd,  prepares 
T'  aflail  the  chief;  his  flaming  falchion  bares. 
Then  forward  fpurs  the  ftecd :  his  mace  on  high 
Fiacjia  lifts — As  hilhng  thro'  the  fl:y 
Th'  impetuous  bolt  defccnds,  the  blow  he  fped 
^u!l  on  th'  advaiicing  courfcr's  mail-clad  head: 

JSrcathlefs 
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Breathlcfs  be  fui-.k,  and  headlong  on  the  plain 

The  monarch  huil'd:  Emania's  lord  again 

Lifts  the  dread  raace. — Whnt  now,  O  king  !  avail 

Thy  numerous  warriors,  and  thy  tcmpcr'd  mail  ? 

No  temper'd  mail  refifts  Fiacha's  might ; 

Thy  warriors  diftant  tremble  at  the  light. 
But  generous  Sweno  marks  thee  lowly  laid. 

And  halles  with  pious  valour  to  thy  aid. 

Beneath  the  lifted  arm  he  fwift  addreft 

Tac  levcll'd  fpear;  thro'  great  Fiacha's  cheft 

Its  furious  way  the  vengeful  weapon  tore. 

And  iiTn'd  fir  beyond,  embath'd  in  gore. 

Thundering  he  falls,  the  ponderous  mace  foregoes. 

And  o'er  his  eyes  the  fhades  of  darknefs  clofe. 
lerne's  bands  in  terror  quit  the  field : 

Maronan,  Adamar,  rt;lu6lant  yield. 

Oft  lion-like  they  turn,  and,  in  the  Riife, 

Gore  the  proud  hunters  that  purfuc  thir  life. 

Lo !  darting  thro'  the  plain,  in  arms  whofc  blaze 
Rivall'd  the  fummer  fun's  meridian  rays, 

A  Aaiely  knight,  on  his  hot  courfer  borne. 
That  champ'd  the  golden  bit  he  feem'd  to  fcorn, 

Appear'd,  and  loudly  thus  ;  "  To  pale  affright 

Shall  Arthur'^  friends  fubmit  in  Arthur's  fight  ? 
The  daftard  meets  the  fate  he  fhuns;  the  brave 
By  generous  conteil  triumph  o'er  the  grai'e." 

Enraptur'd  they  behold,  enraptur'd  hear 
The  hero's  voice,  and  fcorn  their  former  fear. 
Again  they  turn,  they  form  the  dcep'ning  line. 
And  clofe-wedg'd  fields  a  glittering  rampart  fliine. 

Chill,  watry  vapours  thus  that  float  on  high. 
Their  grey  robes  waving  thro'  the  wintry  Iky, 
From  ice-clad  realms  when  burits  the  polar  bla/l:, 
Ccndenfc,  then  gathering  Ihade  on  fhade,  o'ercall 
The  front  of  heaven;  and  on  the  ravag'd  vale 
Four  the  Iharp  fleet,  and  loud-refounding  hail. 

Meanwhile  the  prince  darts  furious  on  his  foes ; 
A  grove  of  fpears  the  dauntlefs  prince  enclofe  : 
He  braves,  he  meets  the  fliock  ;  and  whirls  around 
His  dreadful  f\\  ord  that  gives  no  fecond  wound  : 
Burlls  unrcfiflcd  thro'  the  black  array  ; 
His  courle  is  mark'd  with  death,  and  terror  points  his  way  I 
An  eagle  thus,  when  o'er  Flinlimmon's  head 
Defcending  clouds  a  robe  of  darknefs  fprcad, 
Wings  thro'  th'  encircling  gloom  his  rapid  tlight, 
Tiun  foars  exulting  mid  the  fields  of  light. 

Can  words  his  actions  paint,  when  valor's  flame 
Gicw'd  in  his  eyes,  and  lightcn'd  in  his  frame  ? 

V.  hcre'ei 
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Where'er  he  rufh'd,  more  fierce  the  tumult  ronr'd, 
Around  liis  courfe  the  blood  of  thoufands  pour'd. 
Beneath  th'  ethereal  fire's  rcfiftlefs  ftroke. 
As  finks  the  lofty  pine,  the  knotted  oak. 
Heroes  and  kings  beneath  his  matchlefs  might 
Beftrew  the  plain:  the  crowded  ranks  of  fight 
Like  fun-drawn  mifts  difiblve.     The  pitying  mufe 
Death's  wasteful  courfe  reluctantly  purfues. 

To  one  alone,  who  claims  th'  applauding  lay, 
'Tis  her's  the  tributary  drain  to  pay ; 
Hacon's  brave  fon — No  equal  yet  he  found ; 
By  Deva's  banks  he  fpreads  deftrudtion  round. 
His  lance  arrelb  the  daftard  as  he  flies ; 
His  force  the  valiant  proves,  and  proving  dies. 
But  fhort  the  triumph — Uther's  fon  draws  near. 
And  fate  dim  hovers  round  his  beaming  fpear. 

"  Secure  of  glory  in  the  living  lay. 
No  longer  urge  to  fame  thy  dangerous  way  ! 
Retire,  nor  brave  yon  terror  of  the  plain  !" 
Thus  warn'd  Norwegia's  bards,  but  warn'd  the  youth  in  vain, 

Hurl'd  from  his  feat,  bciide  the  ftream  he  lies ; 
Life's  fading  taper  in  his  fwimming  eyes 
Dim-twinkling  gleams :  his  golden  locks  beftrew 
The  plain  i  while  ftruck  with  forrow  at  the  view. 
His  faithful  fteed  the  languid  head  declines ; 
On  the  green  bank  his  (hatter'd  helmet  ihines ; 
O'er  his  broad  buckler  rolls  the  torrent  grey. 
And  ting'd  with  blood  purfues  its  mazy  way. 

The  Briton  marks  with  grief  th'  expiring  foe; 
*'  Perchance,"  he  cries,  "  not  mortal  is  the  blow. 
Few  are  thy  years,  yet  mighty  were  thy  deeds ; 
And  ibrrow  melts  my  foul  when  valour  bleeds." 

Thus  he  replied,  with  weak  and  llruggling  breath  j 
"  I  meet  the  warrior's  doom,  and  welcome  death. 
To  fwell  another's  fame,  difgraceful  thought  i 
Vanquifli'd  to  live,  were  life  too  dearly  bought. 
No,  fmce  'tis  mine  to  fall  beneath  the  brave, 
J  mourn  not ;  for  what  honour  deigns  to  crave, 
lionour  will  grant ;  and  Britain's  generous  chief 
Accord  my  fuit:  to  footh  a  father's  grief. 
My  arms,  and  breathlefs  corfe  reftore  !" — He  faid. 
His  dim  eyes  clos'd— the  gallant  fpirit  fled. 

"  Farewell,  brave  youth  !"  thus  Uther's  generous  Ton 
Mournful  exclaim'd ;  "  what  glory  hadft  thou  won. 
If  fate  vouchfaf'd  thee  but  a  longer  day  ! 
Sweno,  farewell !   thou  bright,  but  tranfient  ray- 
Approach,  ye  facrcd  bards,  to  whom  belong 
The  warbling  lyre,  and  joy-diffufing  fong. 

8  Not 
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Not  againft  you  the  vengeful  blade  we  rail'e. 
Who  bid  the  hero  live  to  future  days — 
Approach  in  fafety,  and  difmifs  your  fear  : 
To  his  fad  fire  the  breathkfs  warrior  bear  ; 
And,  (may  it  footh  his  troubled  breall!)  relate 
H'."  fell  by  Arthur,  who  bcwail'd  his  fate." 

Hacon,  retir'd  beyond  the  martial  lines. 
With  toil  fore-fpent,  to  younger  knights  refigns 
The  field  of  glory  ;  and  beholds  from  far. 
In  wonder  loft,  the  furging  tide  of  war 
Roll  backward  :  but  amazement  foon  fuppreft. 
To  grief  confign'd  the  empire  of  his  breaft. 

His  haplefs  fon  before  his  view  is  laid  ; 
In  fpeechlefs  agony  he  marks  the  dead. 
Loll  is  the  warrior's  firmncfs,  that  defied 
The  power  of  fortune — loft  the  regal  pride. 
That  mock'd  at  woe :  the  heart-wrung  tear  defcends. 
The  hoary  honours  of  his  head  he  rends : 
And,  while  his  bofom  throbs  with  frequent  fighs, 
Clafping  the  clay-cold  corfe  on  earth  he  lies. 

His  bards  indignant  mark  his  frantic  grief; 
When  Ofwald  thus :  "  Is  this  the  haughty  chief. 
Who  wades  to  fame  thro'  war's  empurpled  tide. 
Terror  his  lov'd  compeer,  and  Death  his  guide? 
Can  he  lament  the  warrior's  envied  ftate. 
By  valour  plac'd  beyond  the  reach  of  fate? 
His  de.lin'd  courfe  thy  fon  with  honour  ran. 
And  fell  a  hero  ere  he  liv'd  a  man. 
That  be  his  praife,  to  glory  in  it  thine  ; 
'Tis  Hacon's  right  to  triumph,  not  repine  1" 

«  C'eafe,  ceafe,"  he  cried:  "  can  words  relief  Impart, 
And  pluck  the  fhaft  of  angulfti  from  my  heart? 
Behold  yon  blafted  oak  !  canft  thou  array 
Its  wither'd  branches  in  the  pomp  of  May  ? 
Bid  it  again  exalt  its  towering  head. 
And  to  the  winds  its  leafy  honours  fpread  ? 
Spring  will  return— but  ne'er  returning  fpring  , 

Around  its  trunk  the  verdant  wreath  (hall  fling  : 
Nor  time  revolving  to  my  view  reftore 
My  hero's  budding  honours — He  no  more 
Shall  fhelter  yield  in  danger's  ftormy  day— 
And  ftiall  1  lonely  moulder  to  decay, 
,  A  burthen  to  the  earth  ?" — With  vengeful  mind 
He  mounts  his  fteed  ;  when  Eric  thus  rejoin'd; 

"■  C'lnft  thou  withftand,  enfeebled  by  thy  wounds. 
And  length  .of  years,  yon  warrior,  who  confounds 
Embattled  armies  ?  Hence,  the  thought  refign  ! 
On  ether  realms  the  beams  of  glory  ihine. 

Again 
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Again  thy  prowefs  fhall  be  fhewn ;  again 
Our  crovvded  fails  fhall  (hade  the  burthen'd  main  ; 
Thy  wonted  field  of  honour,  where  the  brave 
Reap  fame's  rich  harveft  on  the  rolling  wave.  . 

Shall  Sweno's  lovely  form  be  given  the  prey 
To  ravenous  wolves  ?  wilt  thou  deny  the  lay 
To  Sweno's  praife  :   the  rites  fepulchral  paid. 
Then  think  of  vengeance  to  atone  his  fhade." 
The  king  reluftant  yields :  his  glaring  eyes 
He  backward  turns,  whilil  in  his  bofom  rife 
Confliding  paffions :  oft  he  checks  liis  courfe, 
And  grafps  his  fword,  and  longs  its  wonted  force 
Once  more  to  prove  :  at  length  to  fate  refign'd. 
He  flies — the  llorm  of  battle  roars  behind. 

£,r/r«^_/}-o«r  a  Complimentary  Epistle  fo  James  Bruce,  e/q.  the 
Abyffinian  Traveller.     By  Peter  Pi  n  d  a Rj  f/^. 

OWEET  is  the  tale,  however  Ibange  its  air, 

^  That  bids  the  public  eye  afionicd  ftare  ! 

Sweet  is  the  tale,  howe'er  uncouth  its  flupe, 

That  makes  the  world's  wide  mouth  with  wonder  gape! 

Behold  our  infancies  in  tale^  delight. 

That  bolt  like  hedgehog  quills  the  hair  upright. 

Of  ghoils  how  pleas'd  is  every  child  to  hear! 

To  fuch  is  Jack  the  Giant-killer  dear ! 

Dread  monfters,  ifTuing  from  the  flame  or  flood. 

Charm,  tho'  with  horror  cloth'd  they  chill  the  blood  I 

What  makes  a  tale  fo  fleepy,  languid,  duli  ? 

Things  as  they  happen'd— not  of  marvel  full. 

What  gives  a  zeft,  and  keeps  alive  attention? 

A  tale  that  wears  the  vifage  of  invention: 

A  tale  of  lions,  fpeftres,  fliipwreck,  thunder; 

A  wonder,  or  firft  coufin  to  a  wonder. 

Myfterious  condud  !  yet  'tis  Nature's  plan 

To  fow  with  wonder's  feeds  the  foul  of  man. 

That  ev'ry  where  in  fweet  profufion  rife. 

And  fprout  luxuriant  through  the  mouth  and  eyes  ! 

What  to  the  --jcjiy  deep  Sir  Joseph  gave. 
As  of  the  world,  the  fport  of  wind  and  wave? 
What  bade  the  knight,  amid  thofe  fcenes  remot-?. 
Sleep  with  Queen  Obbrea  in  the  boat? 
What,  unconfoundcd,  leap  to  Newton's  chair?. 
What,  but  to  make  a  world  with  wonder  flare  ? 
What  bids  a  King  on  Wimbledon,  Blackheath, 
So  oft  rejoice  the  regiments  of  death; 
While  Britain'    mightier  bulwark  flighted  lici', 
•  And  vauly  groaning  for  its  Cacfar  fighs  ? 

Wiiar, 
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What,  with  the  vulgar  pigs  of  Afcot  taken. 

Devour  on  Afcot-heath  his  annual  bacon  ? 

What  bade  that  great,  great  man,  a  goodly  fight, 

W''atch  his  wife's  di'mond  petticoat  all  night ; 

Al^d  what  that  wife  of  great,  great,  great  renown. 

Make  her  own  caps,  and  darn  a  thread-bare  gown  ? 

What  bade  the  charmir^g  Lady  Mary  fly 

Marchesi's  fqueeze,  for  Pacchierotti's  figh  ? 

What  Master  Edgecumbe  deal  in  rhiming  ware? 

What,  but  to  put  all  Cawfand  in  a  flare  ? 

Sweet  child  of  verfe,  who,  with  importance  big, 

Pleas'd  its  own  felf,  and  eterniz'd  a  pig ; 

Whilfl,  mad  an  equal  weight  of  praiie  to  fhare. 

Old  Mount  plays  Punchinello  to  a  hair. 

What  makes  a  girl  the  fhops  for  novels  rove  ? 

The  iweet  impolTibilities  of  love; 

Quixotic  deeds  to  catch  the  flying  fair; 

To  pant  at  dangers,  and  at  marvels  ftare. 

What  prompteth  Chloe,  confcious  of  the  charms 

That  crowd  the  fouls  of  fwains  with  wild  alarms. 

To  give  the  fwelling  bofom's  milk-white  fKin 

A  veil  of  gauze  fo  marvelloufly  thin'? 

What  but  a  kind  intention  of  the  fair 

To  treat  the  eyes  of  fhepherds  with  a  flare  ? 

Behold  !  Religion's  felf,  celeftial  dame. 

Founds  on  the  rock  of  miracle  her  fame: 

A  facred  building,  that  defies  decay. 

That  fm's  wild  waves  can  never  wafh  away ! 

What  made  John  Rolle  (except  for  Exon's  flare) 

Drill-ferjeant  to  the  aldermen  and  may'r  ; 

Ere  from  the  hall  he  led  his  chofen  bands, 

To  view  the  King  of  Nations,  and  kifs  hands? 

How  rarely  man  the  haunts  of  wifdom  feeks, 

Pleas'd  with  the  life  of  cabbages  and  leeks! 

Though  form'd  to  plough  the  foil,  divinely  flrong, 

'Tis  famine  goads  him,  like  an  ox,  along: 

Eut  Bruce,  on  curio/ttys  wild  wings. 

Darts,  hawk-like,  wfjere  the  gam^-  of  marvel  fprings. 

Let  envy  kindle  with  the  blufh  of  ih.  me. 

That  dares  to  call  thee,  Bruce,  a  thief  of  fame. 

Pleas'd  to  thy  wonder's  vortex  to  be  drawn, 

A  thoufand  volumes  could  not  make  me  yawn: 

And  (O  accept  a  firiirtaTy  hint)  — 

The  v/orld  will  read  as  fafl  as  thcu  canfl  print. 
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O  D  E  ^0  the  Glow-Wor  m.     By  the  fame. 

A/TILD  infedl,  harmlefs  as  myfflf,  I  weenf 
^   *■  Thou  little  planet  of  the  rural  fcene. 
When  fummer  warms  the  vallies  with  her  rays ; 
Accept  a  trifling  fonnet  to  thy  praij'e. 


Bright  ftran^er,  welcome  to  my  field. 

Here  feed  in  fafety,  here  thy  radiance  yield  ; 

To  me,  O  nightly  be  thy  fplendoiir  given: 
Oh,  could  a  wifh  of  mine  the  fKies  command. 
How  would  I  gem  thy  leaf  with  lib'ral  hand. 

With  ev'ry  fweeteft  dew  of  Heav'n  ! 

Say,  doft  thou  kindly  light  the  fairy  train, 
Amidft  their  gambols  on  the  ftilly  plain. 

Hanging  thy  lamp  upon  the  moiften'd  blade? 
What  lamp  fo  fit,  fo  pure  as  tJiine, 
Amidft  the  gentle  elfin  band  to  fhine, 

And  chafe  tlic  horrors  of  the  midnight  fhade  ! 

Oh  !  may  no  feather'd  foe  difturb  tJiy  bow"r. 
And  with  barbarian  beak  thy  life  devour: 

Oh  !  may  no  ruthlefs  torrent  of  the  fky, 
O'erwhelming,  force  thee  from  thy  dewy  feat; 
Nor  tempefts  tear  thee  from  thy  green  retreat. 

And  bid  thee  'midft  the  humming  myriads  die  '. 

Queen  of  the  infett  world,  what  leaves  delight  ? 

Of  fuch  thefe  willing  hands  a  bow'r  ihall  form. 
To  guard  thee  from  the  rufhing  rains  of  night. 

And  hide  thee  from  the  wild  wing  of  the  ftornj. 

Sweet  child  of  ftillnefs,  'midft  the  awful  calm 

Of  paufmg  nature  thou  art  plcas'd  to  dwell  j 
In  happy  filcnce  to  enjoy  thy  balm. 

And  llied  through  life  a  lultre  round  thy  cell- 
How  different  man,  the  imp  of  noife  and  ftrife. 
Who  courts  the  ftorm  that  tears  and  darkens  life  j 

Bleft  when  the  pafTions  wild  the  foul  invade  ! 
How  nobler  far  to  bid  thofe  whir]  winds  ceaie; 
To  tafte,  like  thee,  the  luxury  of  peace. 

And  Ihine  in  folitude  and  ftiade  '. 


^  Fabi.f, 
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J  Fable,   fiy   Abate    Bertola. 
[From  Mrs.  Piozzi'j  Travels.] 


U 


NA  lucertolctta 
Dicev.i  al  cocodrlllo. 
Oh  quanto  n-.i  dlktta 
Di  vtder  finalmcute 
Un  dclla  mia  famiglia 
i!i  grande  e  n  potcnte  ! 
Ho  fatto  inille  miglia 
Per  venirvi  a  vedere, 
Mentre  tra  noi  fi  ferba 
Di  voi  memoria  viva  ; 
Benchc  fuggiam  tra  I'erba 
E  il  faflbfo  fentiero  : 
In  fen  pero  non  langue 
L'onor  del  prifco  langue. 

L'anfibio  re  dormiva 
A  quelti  complimenti, 
I'ur  lugli  ultimi  accenti 
Dal  fonno  fc  rifcofle 
E  diniando  clii  fofle  ? 
La  parentela  andca, 
Jl  viaggio,  la  fatica, 
Quella  torno  a  dire, 
Kd  ci  tome  a  dormire. 


Lafcia  i  grand!  cd  I  potenti 
A  fognar  per  parenti ; 
Puoi  cortcfi  flimarli 
Se  dormon  mintre  parli. 


W  A  L  K  I N  G  full  many  a  weary  mile 

Tlie  lizard  met  the  crocodile; 

And  thus  began— How  fat,  how  fair,, 

How  finely  guarded,  fir,  you  are ! 

'Tis  really  charming  thus  to  fee 

One's  kindred  in  profptrity. 

I've  travell'd  far  to  find  your  co?.(l. 

But  fure  the  labour  was  not  loft: 

For  you  muft  think  we  don't  forget 

Our  loving  coufin  now  fo  great ; 

And  tho'  our  humble  habitations 

Are  fuch  as  fuit  our  {lender  ftations. 

The  honour  of  the  lizard  blood 

Was  never  better  underftood. 

Th'  amphibious  prince,  who  flept  content. 

Ne'er  liRening  to  her  compliment. 

At  this  exprcinon  railed  his  head. 

And — Pray  v,ho  are  you  ?  coolly  faid  ; 

The  little  creature  now  renew'd 

Her  hlllory  of  toils  fubdu'd. 

Her  zeal  to  fee  lier  coufm's  face. 

The  glory  of  her  ancient  race; 

But  looking  nearer,  found  my  lord 

Was  fait  afleep  again — and  fnor'd. 

Ne'er  prefs  upon  a  rich  relation, 
Rais'd  to  the  ranks  of  higher  ftatlon; 
Or  if  you  will  difturb  your  coz. 
Be  happy  that  he  does  but  doze. 


Account 
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Account  of  Books  for  1790. 


'The  Antiquities  of  Athens,  ifuafured 
Mid  delineated  by  James  Stuart, 
F.  R.  S.  and  V .  S.  A.  and  Nicho- 
las Revett,  Architects  and  Paint- 
ers,  Fol.  \i* 

/"f^^HE  lovers  of  antiquities  and 
_£  the  fine  arts  having  fu  Ire  red  a 
fevcre  lofs  in  tlie  death  of  Mr.  Stu- 
art, and  that  melancholy  event  hap- 
pening at  a  time  when  the  curiofuy 
of  the  public,  (bongly  raifed  by  the 
firfl:  volume  of  tlie  Antiquities  of 
Athens,  might  be  fuppofed  to  wait 
anxiouily  for  the  continuation  of  a 
work  (o  interelHng  and  fo  ably  exe- 
cuted ;  Mr.  Stuart's  friends  under- 
took to  publiili.  the  fcquel  without 
additions  or  alterations,  excepting 
fuch  as  were  indifp^nfably  neceilkry 
to  complete  his  intention,  and  for 
which  the  materials  he  left  afforded 
authority.  This  circumilance  is 
mentioned  in  the  introdudlion, 
where  it  is  alfo  ftated  what  fliare 
the  Dilettanti  Society  have  in  this 
fecond  volume.  Mr.  Stuart  having 
been  infirm  for  fome  years  previous 
to  his  death,  his  papers  were  l^ft  in 
great  confufion;  many  were  incom- 
plete, many  were  mifilng.  Re- 
courfe  was  had  to  the  original 
fketch-books  and  other  authentic 
documents,  to  complete  th3  exam- 
ples, that  were  left  unfiniflicd. 
Where    authentic    materials    were 


wanting,  the  deficiency  has  bce-n 
left  remaining,  except  that  when 
fome  of  the  views  could  not  be 
found,  fome  other,  relative  to  the 
fubjeft  defcribed,  have  been  fubfti- 
tuted.  To  the  members  of  the  Di- 
lettanti Society  it  is  chiefly  owing 
that  the  honour  and  utility  of  this 
work  has  not  been  loft  to  the  Britifli 
nation.  Mrs.  Stuart  alfo  acknow- 
ledges herfelf  highly  indebted  to 
thole  gentlemen ;  and  in  a  few  lines 
prefixed  to  the  introdudlion,  expref- 
fes  in  a  becoming  manner  her  (en{(t 
of  gratitude  for  their  liberal  encou- 
ragement in  promoting  the  publi- 
cation of  this  fecond  volume  j^  in  the 
completion  of  which  Mr.  William 
Newton,  of  Greenwich,  took  a  con- 
fiderable  part. 

This  volume,  like  the  firft,  is  di- 
vided into  five  chapters,  and  con- 
tains befules  an  accurate  defcription 
and  hillorical  account  of  the  Aero-, 
polls,  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
volume,  and  an  explanation  of  the 
vignettes  added  to  the  end. 

In  the  adi'ertifement  by  Mr. 
Stuart  himfclf,  he  informs  us,  that 
when  Mr.  Revett  and  himfelf  re- 
turned from  Athens,  and  opened  a 
fubi'cription  for  the  publicition  of 
their  work,  uncertain  whetlier  they 
fhculd  be  encouraged  to  proceed 
any  further  with  their  unccrtak- 
ing,  they  feleded  various  fpecimcns 


*  See  an  account  of  the  firft  Vp!iyne  in  the  Annual  Rrgifter,  Vol.  VI. 
Vol.  XX^iW.  M  which 
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which  might  exhibit:  the  diiFerent 
forts  of  columns  ufed  among  the 
Greeks.  The  liberality  of  the  pub- 
lic perfuaded  him  to  go  on  witii  the 
woik,  now  his  J'ole  property,  and  he 
propofed  to  pviblith  it  in  the  follow- 
ing order.  The  prefent  volume 
treats  ot  the  public  monuments 
ereded  while  the  Athenians  were 
a  free  people,  and  chiefly  under  the 
adminiibation  of  Pericles. 

The  third  volume,  which  is  in 
great  forwardnefs,  will  contain  de- 
fcriptions  of  thofe  edifices  built 
while  Greece  was  fubjecled  to  the 
dominion  of  the  Romans — a  period 
during  which  Athens,  though  de- 
prived of  her  liberty,  was  not  yet 
delHtihte  of  taile  and  elegance. 

There  is  prefixed  to  this  volume 
a  ftriking  refemblance  of  the  au- 
thor, beautifully  engraved  by 
Knight.  A  landfcape  view  of  the 
Acropolis,  with  Turkilh  figures ; 
and  a  plan  of  that  citadel,  of  which 
he  gives  the  following  defcription, 
form  the  introduction : 

"  The  Acropolis  furnifhes  mate- 
rials for  the  principal  part  of  the 
volume ;  I  have  therefore  given  a 
plan  and  view  of  it,  in  its  prefent 
ftate.  It  is  built  on  a  rock,  which 
is  on  every  fide  a  precipice,  and 
accefuble  only  at  the  entrance. 
The  fummit  is  fortified  by  a  wall, 
built  on  its  extreme  edge,  encom- 
paffing  the  whole  upper  furface, 
which  is  nearly  level. 

"  The  natural  ftrength  of  its 
fituation  is  faid  to  have  induced  the 
firft  inhabitants  to  fettle  there;  and 
when,  in  proceis  of  time,  their  num- 
bers increafed,  they  began  to  build 
on  the  adjacent  ground  below ;  till 
at  length  the  Acropolis,  being  fur- 
rounded  on  every  lide,  became  the 
-fortrefs  of  a  large  und  populous 
city. 


"  It  was  richly  adorned  by  the 
Athenians,  in  the  days  of  their 
profperity,  with  temples,  ftatues, 
paintings,  and  votive  gifts  to  their 
divinities ;  but  is  now  in  a  moll 
ruinous  condition ;  though  the  re- 
mains of  the  famous  Propyhca,  the 
little  temple  of  Vidory  without 
wings,  the  Doric  temple  of  Mi- 
nerva, called  Parthenon  and  Heca- 
tompedon,  and  the  Ionic  temples  of 
Ercchtheus  and  Minerva  Pollas, 
with  the  cell  of  Pandrofus,  are  ftill 
to  be  feen. 

"  Its  walls  have,  at  difi^erent 
times,  been  rudely  repaired,  or  rs- 
ther  rebuilt,  very  little  of  the  an- 
cient mafonry  remaining :  nume- 
rous fragments  of  columns,  cornices, 
aiid  fculptures,  appear  in  feveral 
parts  of  them,  which  make  an  un- 
couth and  ruinous  appearance. 

"  The  Turks  keep  a  fmall  gar- 
rifon  here  ;  and  it  is  the  refidence 
of  the  Difder  Aga,  or  governor 
of  the  fortrefs,  as  alfo  of  the  Aiap 
Aga,  and  other  inferior  officers  of 
the  place." 

The  firil  chapter  relates  to  the 
temple  of  Minerva,  called  Parthe- 
non and  Hecatompedon.  This  ccj- 
lebrated  temple  was  built  during 
the  adminiitration  of  Pericles,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Phidias.  In  its 
prefent  ruinous  ilate,  it  has  a  ma- 
jclly,  and  exhibits  a  magnificence, 
v/hich  greatly  furpafles  the  expec- 
tations of  men  accuflomed  to  view 
beautiful  objefts.  This  edifice  was 
almoll;  entire  laft  century,  wlien  Sir 
George  Whelcr  and  Dr.  Spon  faw 
it,  and  was  reduced  to  its  prefent 
condition  by  an  unlucky  bomb  dur- 
ing the  hsge  of  Athens  by  the  Ve- 
netians. "J  he  infide  of  the  tem.ple 
is  divided  by  a  crofs  wall,  and  the 
lefi'er  divifion  into  which  you  enter 
Jus   been  mistaken  by  Wheler  an 4 
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Spon  for  the  Pronaus,  whereas  it  is 
,the  Opifthodomus,  where  the  pub- 
He  treafure  was  kept.  In  the 
larger  divifion  flood  the  famous  fta- 
tue  of  Minerva,  twenty-fix  cubits 
liigh,  according  to  Pliny,  made  of 
gold  and  ivory,  the  work  of  the  il- 
lullrious  Phidias.  Mr.  Stuart  is 
inclined  to  think,  with  other  anti- 
quarians, that  the  ivory  of  this  fta- 
tvje  was  painted,  as  that  of  Jupiter 
at  Elis  appears,  from  Strabo's  ac- 
.count,  to  have  certn't^ily  been.— 
The  reafon,  he  conceives,  why  ivory 
was  ufcd  in  ftatues  of  this  kind  ra- 
ther than  wood,  to  have  been  not 
on  account  of  its  colour,  but  be- 
caufe  wood  is  apt  to  crack  and  be 
dcllroyed  by  worms  :  ivory  not  be- 
ing of  an  uniform  colour,  but  yel- 
low near  the  outfide  of  the  tooth, 
and  white  in  the  middle ;  and  there- 
fore it  would  require  painting  on 
that  account,  and  likewife  to  hide 
the  joinings  of  the  pieces.  It  is  re- 
corded by  Thucydides,  that  Uie 
gold  about  it  weighed  forty  talents, 
which,  according  to  the  value  of 
^olJ  at  that  time,  was  worth  about 
l20,ocol.  ftcrling. 

Mr.  Stuart  quotes  apalTage  from 
Vitruvius,  which,  if  applicable  to 
this  temple,  as  Mr.  Stuart  fuppofcs, 
feems  to  pro\'e  it  to  iiave  been  an 
Hypoethros,  that  is,  without  a  roof. 
As  to  the  roof  feen  by  Wheler  and 
Spon,  it  was  probably  added  to  the 
building  when  it  was  converted  in- 
to a  church,  at  which  time  the  ealt- 
ern  entrance,  or  the  true  Pronaus, 
was  clofed  up,  to  adapt  it  to  Ckiif- 
tian  ufcs. 

Upon  the  fubjeft  of  unroofed 
temples,  Mr.  Stuart  cb'ervcs,  that  a 
.difficulty  has  been  ftarted,  viz.  that 
it  can  hardly  be  fuppofcd,  that  fuch 
rnagnificent  and  colUy  works,  coni- 
4)cfcd  of  ivory  and  gold,  and  deli- 


cately painted,  v^'ould  be  expofed 
in  the  open  air  to  all  the  varieties 
of  weather.  In  anfwer  to  this,  he 
remarks,  that  the  periftyle,  or  in- 
ternal colonnade,  fupported  a  roof, 
which  ihelrered  great  part  of  the 
area  of  the  cell,  and  fecms  to  have 
projeifled  over  the  llatue.  Another 
conjedure  is,  that  the  Peplus  of 
Minerva  in  the  Parthenon,  and  the 
Para'pctafma  of  Jupiter  Olympius 
in  Elis,  mentioned  by  Paufanias  in 
his  defcription  of  that  temple,  were 
each  of  them  fufpended  in  their  re- 
fpedive  fituations,  fo  as  to  alTbrd 
the  requifite  Ihade  or  fhelter  tp 
thofe  mofl;  celebrated  flatues. 

"  The  name  of  this  temple  {He- 
.catompedon)  implying  that  it  e.K- 
tended  a  hundred  feet,  le;d  me,  fays 
Mr.  Stuart,  to  inquire  into  the 
length  of  the  Attic  foot.  For 
which  purpofe,  I  compared  the 
length  of  the  lower  llcp  in  front, 
with  its  length  on  the  fide,  and 
found  them  incommenfurable :  nei- 
ther were  the  front  and  fide-lengths 
of  the  ftep  above  it  commenfurable 
with  each  other.  But  the  third  Hep, 
on  which  the  columns  of  the  portico 
Ib.nd,  meafured  lof  feet  i-f%  inch 
Engilfn,  in  front,  and  :?27  feet  7^^^^ 
inch  on  each  fide,  which  are  fo  near- 
ly in  the  proportion  of  100  to  225, 
that,  had  .the  meafure  been  -f^  of  an 
inch  Icfs,  it  would  have  been  defi- 
cient of  it. 

"  Thefe  meafures  were  takea 
from  a  brafs  fcale  of  three  feet,  di- 
vided by  that  eminent  artiil  Mr. 
Joim  Bird,  whofe  works  are  known 
all  over  Europe. 

"  The  front  meafure  gives  an 
Attic  foot  of  I  2,1  37  London  inches, 
and  decimals  ;  the  fide  meafure,  one 
of  12,138. 

"  Hence  the  Roman  foot,  which, 

accCH'ding  to  Pliny,  was  to  the  Attic 
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in  proportion  of  600  to  625,  or  of 
24  or  25,  will  be  found  to  be  1 1,6-51 

London  inches  and  decimals,  or  971 
fucii  parts  as  the  London  foot  con- 
tains 1000,  which  does  not  fenfibly 
differ  from  what  has  been  determin- 
ed by  other  methods." 

To  this  chapter  is  annexed  a  plan 
and  account  of  the  temple  of  Jupiter 
Olympius  at  Athens. 

The  fecond  chapter  contains  an 
account  of  the  three  contiguous  tem- 
ples of  Erechtheus,  Minerva  Polias, 
and  Pandrofus.  The  Erechtheus  and 
the  temple  of  Minerva  Pclias  were 
under  the  fame  roof. 

In  tke  Erechtheum,  as  we  are  told 
by  Paufanias,  was  the  fpiing  of  fea- 
water  produced  by  the  Itroke  of 
Neptune's  trident,  when  he  con- 
tended with  Minerva  for  the  patron- 
iige  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Stuart  makes  it  appear  likely 
that  this  temple  was  originally  cou- 
fecrated  to  Neptune,  becaufe  there 
was  in  it  an  altar  ereifced  to  that 
god,  on  which  they  alfo  facrificed 
by  command  of  tlie  oracle  to  Erech- 
theus. In  the  temple  of  Minerva 
was  depofited  the  ancient  llatue  of 
the  goddsfs,  which  was  fuppofed  to 
have  defcended  from  heaven. 

The  Pandrofium,  dedicated  to  the 
nymph  Pandrofus,  one  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  Cecrops,  is  the  only  ancient 
example  we  know  of,  in  which  the 
entablature  and  roof  is  fupportcd  by 
caryatides.    Vitruvius,  lie  fays,  pro- 
bably alludes  to  this  building  vvhen 
he  tells  us,  that  after  the  defeat  of 
the  Perfians,  and  the  dellruction  of 
the   city   Carya,  the   architecls    of 
thf  fe  times  placed  female  figures  of 
this  kind  in  public  buildings,  to  per- 
petuate the  ignominy  of  thofe  Vvho 
deferted   the  caufe  of  liberty  aiid 
th?ir  country. 

V.'iii'r,  thf"  Fandrofir.m  W2^  r'r- 


olive-tree,  faid  to  have  been  pro- 
duced by  Minerva  in  her  competi- 
tion with  Neptune  above-mentioned. 
It  was  called  Pankyphos  (incurvat- 
ed)  from  its  branches  being  bent 
downward  after  it  had  grown  up  to 
the  roof.  Under  this  tree  ilood  the 
altar  of  Jupiter  Hirceus.  Some  have 
imagined  that  an  olive-tree  grew  in 
the  temple  of  Minerva  Polias;  but 
it  is  quite  improbable,  Mr.  Stuart 
fays,  that  any  tree  iliould  grow  in  a 
place  fo  unf; A  Durable  to  vegetation : 
for  it  appears  to  have  been  a  clofe 
room,  illuminated  only  by  a  larr.p; 
whereas  in  that  of  Pandrofus,  a  free 
admifTion  was  given  to  light  and  air; 
the  fpaces  between  the  caryatides 
being  left  entirely  open.  The  olive 
and  the  fprlng  of  fea-\\'ater,  prove 
this  to  be  the  fabulous  fcene  of  con- 
tention between  the  two  divini- 
ties. 

Mr.  Stuart  conjeftures  that  the 
Cecropium  was  the  fame  v/ith  the 
temple  of  Minerva  Polias,  called 
fo  on  account  of  Cecrops  having 
been  buried  there ;  and  that,  ovvinjr 
to  the  fame  circumftauce,  the  tern- 
pie  of  Neptune  has  pollibly  been 
named  the  Erechtheum.  Thefe 
three  tem.ples  form  but  one  body, 
though  they  were  not  intended  by 
the  architcd  to  corapoie  one  regular 
whole.  This  chapter  is  adorned 
with  20  plates. 

The  third  chapter  is  on  the  theatre 
of  Bacchus,  vvhich  is  in  a  very  ruin- 
ous condition.  The  front  of  the 
fcene  forming  part  of  tlie  outworks 
of  the  citadel,  the  mcafuremcnts  of 
our  travellers  excited  the  jealoufy 
of  the  Turkilli  garrilbn,  and  ihey 
were  obliged  to  deiift  from,  their 
operations.  This  was  a  fcvere  dif- 
appoimment,  as  they  Jjoped  that  by 
digging  the  earth  which  covers  the 
•"olctnium,  the  logeum,  &c.  they 

might 
9 


ACCOUNT    OF    BOOKS. 


i6j 


might  have  made  important  difco- 
veries  upon  the  conltruction  of  an- 
cient ihctitres.  It  is  Mr.  Stuart's 
opinion,  that  during  the  time  of  aft- 
ing,  the  front  of  the  fccRe  in  an- 
cient theatres  was  covered  by  fome 
paintings  analogous  to  the  plays  that 
were  reprefentcd  ;  for,  according  to 
Vitruv'ius,  the  front  itfrlf  was  highly 
decorated  with  ilately  pillars;  and 
the  Marchefe  Galiani  fuppofes,  that 
it  exhibited  the  appearance  of  a, pa- 
lace. Philoi'tetes  crawling  out  of 
his  cavern,  Prometheus  chained  to 
a  rock,  could  not  with  any  pro- 
priety be  introduced  upon  fuch  a 
fcene.  This  opinion  is  llrongly  con- 
firmed by  a  paflage  in  Vitruvius, 
where  he  tells  us  there  were  three 
forts  of  fcenes ;  the  tragic,  the  co- 
mic, and  the  fatyric,  each  of  them 
doubtlefs  appropriated  to  the  futjeft 
of  the  fable  reprefented  on  the  ilage. 
He  alfo  infoni«  us,  that  when  ^f- 
chylus,  the  great  improver  of  the 
Grecian  liage,  exhibited  one  of  his 
tragedies,  he  introduced  for  the  firll 
time  a  painted  fcene. 

The  4th  chapter  treats  of  the 
Choragic  monument  of  Thrafyllus, 
built  318  years  before  Chrilt. 
Though  not  fo  highly  ornamented 
as  the  monument  of  Lyficrates,  it 
is  however  wrought  with  great  ac- 
curacy, and  fingular  in  its  compofi- 
tion.  There  are  6  platCo  belonging 
to  this  chapter,  one  of  w  hlch  reprc- 
fents,  as  Mr.  Stuart  with  great  plau- 
fibility  conjeclures,  the  ilatue  of  De- 
celia,  the  Demos  or  town  of  the  vic- 
torious tribe.  Mr.  Stuart  gives  his 
reafons  for  di.ffering  from  Dr.Chand- 
ler,  an  enlightened  traveller,  who 
took  that  llatue  for  Niobe.  Mr. 
Stuart  proves  alfo,  almoft  beyond 
the  poiTibility  of  a  doubt,  that  the 
ttatues  of  Demos,  mentioned  by  Pau- 
fanias,  were  not  meant  to  reprefcnt 


one  Demos,  a  minion  of  Periclc^,  as 
Meurfius  boldly  afierts  it ;  but  that 
they  were  allegorical  reprefentations 
of  Demos,  the  people,  perlbnified. 

In  the  following  extrad  Mr.  Stu- 
art has  given  us  an  account  of  fe- 
veral  particulars  relative  to  the 
Choraeic  games  celebrated  at  A- 
thens  during  the  feftival  of  Bacchus. 
"  Jt  Ihould  be  obferved,  that  the 
greater  Dionyfia,  or  feftival  of  Bac- 
chus, was  celebrated  by  the  Athe- 
nians with  exrraordinaiy  magnifi- 
cence. Tragedies  and  comedies 
were  then  exhibited  in  the  theatre ; 
and  hymns  in  honour  of  Bacchus, 
accompanied  with  flutes,  were 
chaunted  by  the  chorus  in  the  O- 
deam.  On  this  occafion,  each  of  ihe 
Athenian  tribes  (they  were  ten  in 
number)  appointed  a  Choragus,  an 
office  attended  with  confiderable  ex- 
pence,  as  we  may  infer  from  what 
Plutarch  has  faid  in  his  difquifition. 
Whether  the  uiihejiians  ijuere  more  il- 
lujlrious  for  their  7nilitary  atchicve- 
meats,  cr  their  progrcfs  iti  fcience. 
When  the  feftival  drew  near,  an 
emulous  contention  arofc  among  the 
Choragi,  which  fometimes  proceed- 
ed to  great  violence,  each  ftriving 
to  excel  his  competitors,  and  to  ob- 
tain the  tripod,  wiiich  was  the  prize 
gained  by  that  Choragus  to  whom 
the  vidlory  Ihould  be  adjudged.  His 
dilburfements  did  not  finilh  with  his 
vidlory;  there  llill  remained  for  liim 
the  charge  of  dedicating  the  tripod 
he  had  won,  and  probably  that  of 
ereding  a  little  edifice,  or  temple, 
on  which  to  place  it,  fuch  as  is  uc- 
fcribed  in  the  prefcnt  chapter. 
Thus  Nicias  is  faid  to  have  eredcd 
a  temple  whereon  t®  place  tlie  tri- 
pod he  had  won.  Nor  fliall  we  won- 
der that  the  honour  of  gaining  a 
tripod  was  fo  anxioufly  and  earnell- 
ly  contended  for,  fince,  thus  won 
M  3  and 
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and  detlicaired,  it  became  a  family 
honour,  and  was  aj)p-aied  to  ?.;  an 
authentic  reftimony  of  the  m'^nt  ar.d 
virtue  of  the  perfon  who  oLnaincd 
it;  as  we  learn  from  Ifaus,  iri  his 
oration  concerning  the  inheritance 
of  Apolludorus,  where  he  thus  ad- 
dreffe's   his   judges:    '  What  office 
did  he  not  completely  fill  ?   What 
fum  was  he  not  the  firil  to  contri- 
bute r  In  what  part  of  his  duty  was 
he  deficient?  Being   Choragus,  he 
obtained  the.  prize  with  the  chorus 
of  boys  which  he  gave ;  and  yonder 
tripod  remains  a  monument  of  his 
liberality  on  that  occafion.'      And 
again,  in  his  oration  cor.cerning  the 
inheritance  of  Diogenes,  he  fays : 
*  Yet  our  anteffors,  O  judges  1  who 
firfc  acquired  this  eftate,  and  left  it 
to  their  defcenaants,  were  Choragi 
in  all   the  Choragic  games:    they 
contributed  libcmlly  to  the  exof  nees 
of  the  war,  and  continually  had  the 
command  of  the  triremes  which  they 
equipped.     Of  thef^  noble  a(!ls,  the 
confecrated   offerings    with    which 
they  were  able,  from  what  remain- 
ed of  their  fortune,  to  decorate  the 
temples,    are    no    lefs    undeniable 
proofs,  than  they  are  lafting  monu- 
jnents  of  their  virtue ;  for  they  de- 
dicated, in  the  temple  of  Bacchus, 
the  tripods,  v.'hith>  being  Choragi, 
and  victorious,  they  bore  away  from 
their  competitors ;  tKofe  alfo  in  the 
Pythiam    and    in    the    Acropolis^s 
&c.'— I  fhould,  however,  obfervey 
that  fometimes  the  public  defrayed 
the  expence  of  the  chorus,  as  ap- 
pears by  two  of  the  infcriptions  on 
this  monument.    There  is  a  paiTage 
quoted  from  Paufanias,  in  our  firft 
volume,  p.  30j  from  v/hich  v,c  muft 
conclude  that  thefe  monuments  were 
numerous.     Ke  there   tells  us  of  a 
pkce  in  Athens  called  the  Tripods, 
with  temples  ia  it ;  not  great  ones. 


I  imagine,  as  the  printed  copie? 
have  it,  but  Choragic  temples ;  for 
on  them,  he  lays,  ftand  tripods 
well  worth  feeing,  although  they 
are  of  brafs.  Harpocration  men- 
tions a  treatife  written  by  Helio- 
dorus,  defcribing  thcfe  Choragic 
tripods  of  Athens ;  and  cites  it  to 
prove  that  Onetor  had  been  a  Cho- 
ragus." 

In  the  5th  chapter  we  have  an 
account  of  the  Propylea.  The  ig- 
nominioi.s  death  of  the  Kiilar  Aga, 
occafioned  diiturbances  w-hich  ex- 
tended to  Athens,  and  drove  Mr. 
Stuart  and  Mr.  Revett  from  that 
place  before  they  had  completed 
what  they  intended  to  perform.  But 
in  the  year  1764,  the  Dilettanti 
Society  fent  Me'irs.  Revett,  Pars, 
and  Chandler,-  to  vifit  fome  of  the 
moft  celebrated  antiquities  of  Afia 
Minor.  Thefe  gentlemen  in  their 
way  homewards  pafled  through  A- 
thens,  and  among  various  drawings 
they  made  of  different  objeas,  iliey 
did  not  forget  the  Propyiea;  and  it 
is  to  the  generofity  of  the  Dilet- 
tanti Society  that  the  fecond  volume 
is  indebted  for  the  Propylea.  This' 
building,  according  to  Paufanias, 
v/as  utuated  at  the  only  entrance  of 
the  citadel.  It  was  covered  with 
roofs  of  white  marble,  furpaffmg  in 
magnificence  any  thing  he  had  leeii 
before.  On  the  right  of  the  Pro- 
pylea was  a  temple  of  Vidlory  with- 
out wings ;  on  the  left,  a  building 
adorned  with  paintings.  Theie 
three  contiguous  edifices  originally 
formed  but  one  fi-ont.  Spon  and 
Wheler  miftook  the  real  fituation  of 
the  teni-)!c  of  Viflory  without  wings, 
owing  to  the  alteration  the  Turks 
have  m.ade  in  theProp7lea,by  (hutting 
up  the  former  paiTage,  aiid  opening 
another  entrance.  The  little  Ionic 
temple,  which  they  miftook  for  that 
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of  Viftory,  feems  to  have  been  that 
of  Aglauros,  a  generous  virgin,  v/ho 
devoted  herfelf  for  her  country. 

After  the  five  chapters  follows  an 
explanation  of  the  vignettes.  The 
tail-piece  at  the  end  of  the  5  th 
chapter  exhibits  the  portrait  pf  the 
illuftrious  Pericles,  copied  from  a 
very  fine  antique  bufl  in  the  collec- 
tion of  Mr.  Townlev. 


Travels  to  eiifccver  the  Sciirce  of  the 
Nile,  in  the  years  1 768-69-70-7 1 - 
72-73,  in  fi--ce  'vols.  By  James 
Eruce,  ^/"Kinnaird,  Efq.  F.  R.  S. 

THIS  long-expe6ted  work  has 
now  been  fome  time  in  the 
hands  of  the  public;  and  it  was  re- 
ceived at  its  firlt  appearance  with 
an  eagernefs  of  curioiity  propor- 
tioned to  the  nature  of  the  fubjedt. 
It  opens  with  a  loyal  dedication  to 
his  majefty,  and  with  a  long  intro- 
dufdon,  explanatory  of  the  motives 
upon  which  thefe  travels  were  un- 
d'i- taken,  the  order  and  manner  in 
which  they  were  executed,  and  of 
the  reafons  which  fo  long  withheld 
them  from  the  public  eye. 

The  principal  motive  Mr.  Bruce 
refers  to  the  unconquerable  fpirit 
raifed  in  this  nation  (in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  mnjelly's  reign)  by  a 
long  and  glorious  war,  and  which 
he  obferves  very  naturally  rcfolved 
itfelf  into  a  fpirit  o\  adventure  and 
inquiry  at  the  return  of  peace. 
How  largely  our  author  partook  of 
this  fpirit,  will  bell  appear  from  his 
own  wordi — "  The  difcovery  of  the 
fource  of  the  Nile  was  alfo  a  fubjei^l 
of  thefe  converfations  [with  the  late 
lord  Hallifax]  but  it  was  alwavs 
mentioned  to  me  with  a  kind  of  dif- 
fidence, as  if  to  be  cxpedcd  from  a 
more  experienced  irau'ller.     Whe- 


ther this  was  but  another  way  of 
exciting  me  to  the- attempt,  I  fp.all 
not  fay  ;  but  my  heart  in  that  in- 
ftant  did  me  juliice  to  fuggell,  that 
this  too  was  either  to  be  atchieved 
by  me,  or  to  remain,  as  it  had  done 
for  thefe  lall  two  thoufand  years,  a 
defiance  to  all  travellers,  and  an  op- 
probrium to  geography." 

Of  the  book  iclelf,  Mr.  Bruce  ob- 
ferves,  that  it  is  a  large  one,  and 
expenfive  by  the  number  of  en- 
gravings ;  that  this  was  not  at  firft 
intended,  but  that  the  journey  had 
proved  a  long  one,  and  matter  had 
increafcd  as  it  were  infenfibly  under 
his  hands ;  that  it  now  fills  a  great 
chafm  in  the  hiftory  of  the  uni- 
verfe ;  that  it  is  not  intended  to 
refemble  the  generality  of  modern 
travels,  the  agreeable  and  rational 
amufement  of  one  vacant  day,  but 
calculated  to  employ  a  greater  fpace 
of  time.  He  adds  alio,  that  thofe 
who  are  the  bell  acqi;ainted  with 
Diodorus,  Herodotus,  and  other 
Greek  hiltorians,  will  find  feme  ve- 
ry confiderable  difficulties  removed; 
and  that  fuch  as  are  unacquainted 
v.ith  thofe  authors,  and  receive  from 
this  work  the  firll  information  of  the 
geography,  c'imate,  and  manners  of 
thefe  countries,  uhich  are  little  .al- 
tered, will  have  no  great  occafion  to 
regret  that  they  have  not  fearclied 
for  information  in  more  ancient 
fources. 

The  order  and  m.r'.ttcr  of  the 
Mork  is  thus  defcribed  by  Mr. 
Bruce  : 

**  The  work  begins  with  my 
vovagc  from  Sidon  to  Alexandria, 
and  up  the  Nile  to  the  firft  cataract. 
The  reader  will  not  expccl  th.it  I 
fnould  dwell  long  upon  the  particu- 
lar hifvOiV  of  Egypt;  every  o'.licr 
year  has  furniihcd  us  wiih  tome  ac- 
cc-unt  of  it.  goo<i  or  bad  ;and  the  two 
M  4.  hil 


i6S       ANNUAL     REGISTER,    1790. 


l.iU  pub'ications  of  M.  Savary  and 
Volney  iccm  to  have  let'c  the  fub- 
ject  threai^bare — This  however  is  not 
the  only  reafon. 

«f  .After  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr. 
Dawkins  had  publiihed  their  Ruins 
of  Palmyra,  the  late  king  of  Den- 
jnark,  at  his  own  expente,  fent  out 
s.  number  of  men,  eminent  in  their 
feveral  profeilions,  to  make  difco- 
verics  in  the  Eaft,  of  every  kind, 
•with  thefe  very  flattering  infcruc- 
tions,  that  though  they  might  and 
might  to  vifit  both  Baalbec  and 
Palmyra  for  their  own  ftadies  and 
improvement,  yet  he  prohibited 
them  to  fo  far  interfere  with  what 
the  Englifh  travellers  had  done,  as 
to  form  any  plan  of  another  work 
iimiiar  to  theirs.  This  compliment 
was  gratefully  received  ;  and  as  I 
was  directly  to  follow  this  miffion, 
Mr,V/ood  defired  me -to  return  it, 
and  to  abftain  as  much  as  poffible 
from  writing  on  the  fame  fubjeds 
chofen  by  M.  Niebuhr,  at  leaft  to 
abilain  either  from  criticifmg  or 
differing  from  him  on  fuch  fubjecis. 
I  have  therefore  pafTed  {lightly 
over  Egypt  and  Arabia  :  perhaps 
indeed  I  have  faic  enough  of  both  ; 
if  any  fiiall  be  of  another  opinion, 
they  may  have  recourfe  to'  M. 
Niebuhr's  more  copious  work ;  he 
was  the  only  perfon  of  fix  who  lived 
to  come  home,  the  reft  having  died 
in  different  parts  of  Arabia,  with- 
out having  been  able  to  enter  Abyf- 
fmia,  one  of  the  cbjeds  of  their 
miffion. 

"  My  leaving  Egypt  is  followed 
by  my  furvey  of  the  Arabian  gulph 
as  far  as  the  Indian  ocean — arrival 
at  Mafuah  —  feme  account  of  the 
iirf:  peopling  of  Atbara  and  Abyf- 


finia — conjefcurcs  concerning  lan- 
guage—  firll  ages  of  the  Indian 
traJi — foundation  of  the  Abyllinian 
monarchy,  and  various  revolutions 
till  the  Jewifli  ufurpation,  about  the 
year  900.  Thefe  compofe  tne  firft 
volume." 

We  Ihall  fele6l  from  tin's  volurric 
the  following  extraft,  in  which  the 
author  has  attempted,  and  we  think 
not  without  fuccefs,  to  afcertsin  the 
fituation  of  Ophir  and  Tarfnifh, 
rendered  famous  by  the  triennial 
voyages  made  thither  in  the  time 
of  king  David  and  Solomon. 

"  Many  doubts  have  arifen  about 
a  pert  called  Ophir,  whence  the 
immenfe  quantities  of  gold  and  filver 
came,  which  were  neceffary  at  this 
time,  when  provilion  was  making 
for  building  the  temple  of  Jerufa- 
lem.  In  what"  part  of  the  world 
this  Ophir  was,  has  not  been  yet 
agreed.  Conneded  with  this  voy- 
age, too,  was  one  to  Tarfiiifh,  which 
fuffers  the  fame  difficulties ;  one  and 
the  fame  fleet  performed  them  both 
in  the  fame  feafon. 

"  In  order  to  come  to  a  certainty 
where  this  Ophir  was,  it  will  be 
r.eceffary  to  examane  what  fcripture 
fays  of  it,  and  to  keep  precifelv  to 
every  thing  like  defcription  which 
we  can  find  there,  without  indulg- 
ing our  fancy  farther.  Firll,  then, 
the  trade  to  Ophir  was  carried  on 
from  the  Elanitic  gulf  through  the 
Indian  ocean.  Secondly,  the  re- 
turns were  gold,  filver,  and  ivory, 
but  efpecially  filver*.  Thirdly, 
the  time  of  the  going  and  coming  of 
the  fleet  was  precifelv  three  years  f, 
at  no  period  more  nor  lefs. 

"  Now,  if  Solomon's  fleet  failed 
from  the  Elanitic  gulf  to  the  Indian 


*  I  Kings,  chap.  x.  ver.  22. 
chap,  ix.  ver.  21. 


f  I  Kings,  chap.  x.  ver.  22. 
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Qcean,  this  voyage  of  neccffity  muft 
have  been  made  by  monfoons,  for 
no  other  winds  reign  in  that  ocean. 
And,  what  certainly  fliews  this  was 
the  cafe,  is  the  precife  term  of  three 
years,  in  which  the  fleet  went  and 
came  between  Ophir  and  Ezion- 
gaber.  For  it  is  pLiin,  fo  as  to  fu- 
perfede  the  neceffity  of  proof  or 
argument,  that,  had  this  voyage 
been  made  with  variable  winds,  no 
limited  term  of  ye;irs  ever  could 
have  been  obferved  in  its  going  and 
returning.  The  fleet  might  have 
returned  from  Ophir  in  two  years, 
in  three,  four,  or  five  years  ;  but, 
with  variable  winds,  the  return  pre- 
cifely  in  three  years  was  not  poflible, 
whatever  part  of  the  globe  Ophir 
might  be  fituated  in. 

"  Neither  Spain  nor  Peru  could 
be  Ophir ;  part  of  thefe  voyages 
mufl:  have  been  made  by  variable 
winds,  and  the  return  confcqaently 
uncertain.  The  ifland  of  Ceylon, 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  could  not  be 
Ophir;  the  voyage  thither  is  indeed 
jnade  by  monfoons,  but  we  have 
ftiewed  that  a  year  is  all  that  can  be 
fpent  in  a  voyage  to  the  Eall  Indies ; 
bolides,  Ceylon  has  neither  gold  nor 
filver,  though  it  has  ivory.  St. 
Domingo  has  neither  gold,  nor  fil- 
ver, nor  ivory.  When  the  Tyrians 
difcovered  Spain,  they  four.d  a  pro- 
fufion  of  filver  in  huge  mafies,  but 
this  they  brought  to  Tyre  by  the 
Mediterranean,  and  then  fent  it  to 
the  Red  Sea  over  land  toanfwer  the 
returns  from  India.  Tarlhifh,  too, 
is  not  found  to  be  a  port  in  any  of 
thefe  voyages,  fo  that  part  of  the 
defcription  fails,  nor  were  there  ever 
elephants  bred  in  Spain. 

"  Thefe  mines   of  Ophir   were 


probably  what  furnilhed  the  Eail 
with  gold  in  the  earlieft  times  ; 
great  traces  of  excavation  n.a([, 
therefore,  have  appeared ;  yet  in 
none  of  the  places  juft  mentioned 
are  there  great  remains  of  any  m.ines 
that  have  been  wrought.  I'he  an- 
cient traces  of  filver  mines  in  Spain 
arc  not  to  be  found,  and  there  ne- 
ver were  any  of  gold.  John  Dos 
Santos  *,  a  Dominican  friar,  fays, 
that  on  the  coall  of  Africa,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Sofala,  the  mainland 
oppofite  to  Madagafcar,  there  are 
mines  of  gold  and  filver,  than 
which  none  can  be  more  abundant, 
efpecially  in  filver.  They  bear  the 
traces  of  having  been  wrought 
from  the  carlieil  ages.  They  were 
adlually  open  and  v.orldng  when 
the  Portuguefe  conquered  that  part 
of  the  peninfula,  and  were  proba- 
bly given  up  fince  the  difcovery  of 
the  new  world,  rather  from  politi- 
cal than  any  other  reafons. 

"  John  Dos  Santos  fays,  that  he 
landed  at  Sofala  in  the  year  1586; 
that  he  failed  up  the,  great  river 
Cuama  as  far  as  Tete,  wliere,  al- 
ways defirous  to  be  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  gold,  his  order  had 
placed  their  comment.  Ti;ence  lie 
penetrated  for  above  two  hundred 
leagues  into  tiie  country,  and  faw 
the  gold  mines  then  working,  at  a 
mountain  called  Afura  f .  At  a 
confiderable  dillance  from  thefe  are 
the  filver  mines  of  Chicoua;  at  both 
places  there  is  a  great  appearance 
of  ancient  excavationj;  and  at  both 
places  the  houfes  of  the  kings  are 
built  with  mud  and  ilraw,  whilft 
there  are  large  remains  of  mally 
buildings  of  Uone  and  lime. 

"  It  is  a  tradition  which  gene- 


*  Vid.  Voyage  of  Dos  Santos,  publidicd  by  Le  Giande. 
•'}"  See  the  map  of  this  voyage. 
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rallv  obtains  in  that  country,  that 
thcfe  works  belonged  to  the  queen 
of  Saba,  and  were  built  p.t  the  time, 
and  for  the  parpoie  of  the  trade  on 
the  Red  Sea :  this  tradition  is 
common  to  all  the  Cafrs  in  tliat 
country.  Eapolemus,  an  ancient 
author  quoted  by  Eufebius  *,  fpenk- 
ing  of  David,  fays,  that  he  built 
llnps  at  Elotb,  a  city  in  Arabia, 
and  thence  fent  miners,  or,  as  he 
calls  them,  *  metal-men,'  to  Orphi, 
or  Ophir,  an  iiland  in  the  Red  Sea. 
Now,  by  the  Red  Sea,  he  under- 
ftands  the  Indian  ocean  f ;  and  by 
Orphi,  he  probably  meant  the  ifland 
of  Madagafcar  ;  or  Orphi,  (or 
Ophir)  might  have  been  the>  name 
of  the  continent,  inftead  of  Sofala, 
thac  is,  Sofala  where  the  mines  are 
might  have  been  the  mainland  of 
Orphi. 

"  The  kings  of  the  ifles  are  often 
mentioned  in  this  voyage ;  Socotra, 
Madagafcar,  the  Commorras,  and 
many  other  fmall  iflands  thereabout, 
are  probably  thofe  the  fcripture 
calls  the  Ijles.  All,  then,  at  laft 
reduces  itfelf  to  the  finding  a  place, 
either  Sofala,  or  any  other  place 
adjoining  to  it,  which  avowedly  can 
furnifh  gold,  filver,  and  ivory  in 
quantity,  has  large  tokens  of  an- 
cient excavations,  and  is  at  the  fame 
time  under  fuch  reftriftions  frcm 
monfoons,  that  three  years  are  ab- 
folutely  necelTary  to  perform  the 
voyao-e,  that  it  needs  no  more,  and 
cannot  be  done  in  lefs,  and  this  is 
Ophir." 

Mr.  Bruce  then  endeavours  to 
demon ftrate,  by  tracing  the  fuppofed 
track  of  the  fhips  from  Ebion-gabcr 
to  Sofala,  and  calculating  the  eftcfts 
of  the  monfoons,  that  this  voyage 


thither  and  back  again  could  net 
be  performed  in  more  or  lefs  time 
than  three  years  exaftly,  jnd  con- 
fequently  that  the  mines  of  Dos 
Santos  were  thofe  which  furniflied 
Palelline  with  gold  and  filver.  This 
argument  he  has  further  confirmed 
by  another  drawn  from  the  fignifica- 
tion  of  Jhe  names  of  feveral  places 
which  lie  in  the  courfe  of  the  voy- 
age. 

The  feccnd  volume  takes  up  the 
AbviTinian  hifiory  at  the  relloration 
of  the  line  of  Solomon.  This  hif- 
tory,  Mr.  Bruce  inform  us,  is  com- 
piled from  their  own  annals,  now 
firfl  tranflated  from  the  Ethiopic; 
the  original  of  which  has  been 
lodged  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  to 
fatisfy  the  curio fity  of  the  public. 

In  the  hiftorical  parts  of  this 
work,  which  occupies  a  confidera- 
ble  portion  of  the  firft  and  the  whole 
of  the  fecond  volume,  we  apprehend 
the  rs^ader  will  not  meet  either  with 
ufeful  inflrudion  or  entertainment 
proportionate  to  his  labour.  Indeed, 
when  we  confider  that  the* materials 
from  which  it  is  compiled  mufr  have 
been  furniflied  by  a  people  of  the 
moft  grofs  ignorance  and  difgufting 
barbarity,  a  great  deal  will  not  be 
expefted.  Of  the  religion,  cuiloms, 
and  manners  of  the  Abyflinians,  and 
cf  the  charafters  of  feveral  of  the 
principal  perfons  who  were  living  at 
the  time  our  author  refided  in  the 
country,  a  very  accurate,  and,  we 
fuppofe,  faithful  account  is  given. 

The  following  relation  of  their 
meals,  taken  from  the  third  volume, 
we  conceive  our  readers  will  think 
fufficient  upon  tlic  fubjecl  cf  Abyf- 
finian  manners. 

"  "When  a  man  can  fay  that'  lie  is 


*  Ap\id.  Eufeb.  Proep.  Evang.  1th    9. 

-\  Dion-'fi!  Periegefi?,  ver.  3^.  and  Gjmment.  Enft:ithii  in  eundeiHo 
lib,  t6.  p.  765.     Agathtnien  Geographia,  lib   z.  cap.  1 1. 
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fafe  at  home,  and  the  fpear  and 
fliield  is  hung  u{5  in  the  hall,  a 
number  of  people  of  the  bell  faflu- 
on  in  the  villages  of  both  fcxes, 
courtiers  in  the  palace,  or  citizens 
in  the  town,  meet  together  to  dine 
between  twelve  and  one  o'clock. 

"  Along  table  is  fet  in  the  middle 
of  a  Icirgc  room,  and  benches  be- 
iide  it  for  a  number  of  guells  who 
are  invited.  Tables  and  benches 
the  Portuguefe  introduced  amongfl: 
them :  but  bull-hides  fpread  upon 
the  ground  ferved  them  before,  as 
they  do  in  the  camp  and  country 
now.  A  cow  or  bull,  one  or  more 
23  the  company  is  numerous,  is 
brought  clofe  to  the  door,  and  his 
feet  Itrongly  tied.  The  dewlap  is 
cut  only  ib  deep  a?  to  arrive  at  the 
fit,  of  which  ic  to. ally  confifts;  and, 
by  the  feparati.  n  of  a  few  fniail 
blood  veiTeis,  fix  or  feven  drops  of 
blood  only  fall  upon  the  ground. 

*'  Havin.g  fatisfied  the  Mofaical 
Law,  according  to  his  conception, 
by  pouring  theie  fix  or  feven  dops 
upon  the  ground,  two  or  more  of 
t.i.m  fdll  to  work  on  the  back  of  the 
beart,  and  each  fiJe  of  the  fpiric  they 
cut  fkin  deep;  then  putting  their 
f.ngcrs  berv.'jcn  the  ncfli  and  the 
/kin,  they  begin  to  ftrip  the  hide  of 
the  animal  half  way  down  his  rib?, 
and  fo  oh  to  the  buttock,  cutting 
the  ikin  where-ever  ic  hinders  them 
commodioufly  to  !trip  the  poor  ani- 
mal hire.  All  the  Heth  c.i  the  but- 
tocks Is  cut  off  thus,  and  in  folid 
fqu.ire  pieces,  without  bones  or 
much  effufion  of  blood;  and  the 
prodigious  noife  the  animal  makes 
is  a  fignal  for  the  company  to  fit 
down  to  table. 

"  There  are  then  laid  before  every 
guelt,  inllead  of  phtc5,  round  cakes, 
if  1  m.iy  fo  call  them,  about  twice 
as  big  as  a  p.mcakj,  and  fonicthing 


thicker  and  tougher.  It  is  unlea- 
vened bread  of  a  fourifli  tafte,  far 
from  being  dilagreeable,  and  very 
eafily  digelled,  made  of  a  grain 
called  fej\  It  is  of  diiFerent  co- 
lours, from  black  to  the  colour  of 
tlie  whiteft  wheat  bread.  Three  or 
four  of  thcfe  cakes  are  generally 
put  uppermoft  for  the  food  of  the 
pcrfon  oppofite  to  whofe  feat  they 
are  placed.  Beneath  thefe  are  four 
or  five  of  ordinary  bread,  and  of  a 
blackilh  kind.  Thefe  ferve  the 
mafler  to  wipe  his  fingers  uoon, 
and  afterwards  th?  fjrvanc  for  bread 
to  his  dinner. 

"Twooxthrec  fsrvants  then  come, 
eacii  with  a  fquare  piece  of  beef  on 
their  bare  hands,  laying  ic  upon  the 
cakes  of  teiF,  placed  like  difhes 
down  ti.e  table,  without  cloth  or 
any  thing  elfe  bencach  th:m.  By 
this  time  all  the  guefls  have  knives 
in  their  hands,  and  the  men  have 
the  large  crcokeJ  ones,  which  they 
put  to  all  forts  of  ufes  durino-  the 
times  of  war.  The  women  have 
fmall  clafp  knives,  fuch  as  the  worll 
of  t,,e  kind  made  at  Birmingham, 
fold  for  a  penny  eacli. 

"  The  companyarefo  ranged,  that 
cie  man  fits  between  two  v.  omen ; 
the  man  with  his  long  kr.ife  cuts  .1 
tl'.in  piece,  which  Would  be  thoagkc 
a  good  beef-llake  in  England,  wlAls 
you  fee  the  motion  of  the  f.bres  yet 
perfedly  dillinft  and  aliv&  in  t.':e 
iiein.  No  man  in  AbylFinia,  of  any 
faihion  whatever,  feeds  himfelf,  or 
touches  his  own  meat.  The  wo- 
men take  t^e  lleak,  and  cut  it 
lengthways  like  itrings,  about  the 
thicknefs  of  your  little  finger,  then 
crof^ways  into  fquarc  pieces  fomc- 
thing  fmallcr  tlian  dice.  Tiiis  the/ 
l.iy  upon  a  piece  of  teff  bread, 
ftrongly  powdered  with  blick  pep- 
per, or  Cayenne  pepper,  and  R>fl>?tf 

ibh; 
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fait ;  they  then  wrap  it  up  in  the 
teff  bread  like  a  cartridge. 

"  In  the  mean  time  the  man  hav- 
ing- put  up  his  knifcj  with  each  hand 
jelling  upon  his  neighbour's  knee, 
jfiis  body  ilooping,  his  head  low  and 
forward,  and  mouth  open,  very  like 
an  ideot,  turns  to  the  one  whofe 
cartridge  is  firit  ready,  who  llufFs 
the  whole  of  it  into  his  mouth, 
wliich  is  fo  full  that  he  is  in  con- 
flant  danger  of  being  ciioked.  This 
is  a  mark  of  grandeur.  Tiie  greater 
the  man  would  feem  to  be,  the  lar- 
ger piece  he  t»ces  in  his  mouth; 
and  the  more  noife  he  makes  in 
ch.wing  it  the  more  polite  he  is 
thought  to  be.  They  have  indeed 
a  pioverb  that  fays,  "  Beggars  and 
thieves  only  eat  fmall  pieces,  or 
witiiout  making  a  noiie."  Having 
dispatched  this  morfel,  which  he 
does  very  expeditioufly,  his  next 
female  neighbour  holds  forth  ano- 
ther cartridge,  which  goes  the  fame 
way,  and  fo  on  till  he  is  fatisfied. 
He  never  drinks  till  he  has  finifned 
eating ;  and  before  he  begins,  in 
gratitude  to  the  fair  ones  that  fed 
him,  he  makes  up  two  frnall  rolls, 
of  the  fame  kind  and  form ;  each  of 
his  neighbours  open  their  mouths  at 
the  fame  time,  while  with  each  hand 
he  puts  their  portion  into  their 
mouths.  He  then  falls  to  drinking 
cut  of  a  large  handfome  horn  ;  the 
ladies  eat  till  they  are  fatisiled,  and 
then  all  drink  together,  "  Fi--ue  la 
Joyc  et  la  JczmcJJc  !"  A  great  deal 
ef  mirth  and  joke  goes  round,  very 
feldom  v/ith  any  mixture  of  acri- 
mony or  ill-humour. 

"  All  this  time  the  unfortunate 
\"iciim  at  the  door  is  bleeding  in- 
deed, but  bleeding  little.  As  long 
as  they  can  cut  oii"  the  fiefli  from 
his  bones,  they  do  not  m.eddle  with 
the  thighs  or  the  parts  where  the 


great  arteries  are.  At  lafl:  they 
fall  upon  the  thighs  likewife ;  and 
foon  after  the  animal  bleedinfr  to 
death,  becomes  fo  tough,  that  the 
canibals  who  have  the  reft  of  it  to 
eat,  find  very  Jiard  work  to  feparate 
the  iiefli  from  the  bones  with  their 
teeth  like  dogs. 

"  In  the  mean  time  thofe  within 
are  very  much  elevated;  Love 
lights  all  its  fires,  and  every  thing 
is  permitted  with  ablolute  freedom. 
There  is  no  coynels,  no  delays,  no 
need  of  appointments  or  retirement 
to  gratify  their  wifhes;  there  are 
no  rooms  but  one,  in  which  they 
facrifice  both  to  Bacchus  and  to  Ve- 
nus. The  two  men  nearcft  the  va- 
cuum a  pair  have  made,  by  leaving 
their  feats,  hold  their  upper  gar- 
ment like  a  fcreen  before  the  two 
that  have  left  the  bench;  and,  if 
we  may  judge  by  found,  ttiey  feem 
to  think  it  as  great  a  fliame  to 
make  love  in  filence  as  to  eat.  Re- 
placed in  their  feats  again,  the 
company  drink  the  happy  couple's 
health ;  and  their  exam.ple  is  fol- 
lowed at  different  ends  of  the  table, 
as  each  couple  is  difpofed.  All 
this  pafles  without  remark  or  fcan- 
dal ;  not  a  licentious  word  is  ut- 
tered, nor  the  mo:!  diilant  joke 
upon  the  tranfadian." 

The  author,  aware  of  the  impro- 
bability of  this  relation,  has  in  ano- 
ther place,  after  giving  an  account 
ofthe  like  procefs  ufed  by  thcAbvf- 
fmian  foldicrs  in  the  field,  u'ith  this 
additional  circumftance,  that  after  a 
fmall  party  had  fatisfied  their  hunger, 
the  ilcin  of  the  mangled  aniir.al  was 
replaced  upon  the  wounded  part, 
and  the  beaft  was  then  driven  on 
before  them  to  furnifh  a  future 
meai,Jias  added  the  following  apo- 
logy. 

'"'  When  firft  I  mentioned  this  in 
Engh^nd, 
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England,  as  one  of  the  fingularities 
which  prevailed  in  this  barbarous 
country,  I  was  told  by  my  friends 
it  was  not  believed.  I  afked  the 
real'on  of  this  difbclief,  and  was  an- 
fwercd,  that  people  who  had  never 
been  out  of  their  own  country,  and 
ethers  well  acquainted  with  the 
manners  of  the  u'orld,  for  they  had 
travelled  as  far  as  France,  had  a- 
greed  the  thing  was  impoflible,  and 
therefore  it  was  fo.  My  friends 
counfdled  me  further,  that  as  thefe 
men  were  infallible,  and  had  each 
the  leading  of  a  circle,  I  Ihould  by 
all  means  obliterate  this  from  my 
journal,  and  not  attempt  to  incul- 
cate in  the  minds  of  my  renders  the 
belief  of  a  thing  that  men  who  had 
travelled  pronounced  to  be  impof- 
Able.  They  fuggefted  to  me,  in  the 
mod  friendly  manner,  how  rudely  a 
vciy  learned  and  worthy  traveller 
liad  been  treated,  for  daring  to 
maintain  that  be  had  eat  part  of  a 
lio_n,  a  llory  I  have  already  taken 
nonce  of  ill  my  Iniroduftion.  TJiey 
laid,  that  being  convinced  by  thele 
connoiifeurs  his  having  eaten  anv 
part  of  a  lion  was  impcJfibU,  he  had 
abandoned  this  afilrtion  altogether, 
and  after  only  mentioned  it  in  an 
appendix  ;  and  this  was  the  farthelt 
1  could  pcflibly  venture. 

"  Far  from  bring  a  convert  to 
fuch  prudential  reafons,  1  muit  for 
ever  profefs  openly,  that  I  think 
them  unworthy  of  me.  To  repre- 
fent  as  truth  a  thing  I  know  to 
be  a  falfehocd,  not  to  avow  a  truth 
which  I  know.  1  ought  to  declare ; 
the  one  is  fraud,  the  other  cowar- 
dice: I  hope  1  am  equally  diltant 
from  them  both;  and  1  pledge  my- 
ielf  never  to  retradl  the  fad  here 
advanced,  that  the  Abyflinians  A.o 
feed  in  common  upon  live  flefh;  and 
that  1  myfelf  have,  for  feveral  years, 
been  partaker  of  that  difagrecable 


and  beaftly  diet :  on  the  contrary,  I 
have  no  doubt,  when  time  fliali  be 
given  to  read  this  hi'ory  to  an 
end,  there  will  be  very  few,  if  they 
have  candour  enough  to  own  it, 
that  will  not  be  afliamed  of  ever 
having  doubted." 

The  third  volume,  fays  the  au- 
thor, comprehends  my  journey  from 
Mafuah  to  Gondar,  and  the  man- 
ners and  culioms  of  tJie  Abyifinians 
— alfo  two  attem.pts  to  arrive  at  the 
fountaini  of  the  Nile — defcription  of 
thefe  fources,  and  of  every  thin"-  re- 
lating to  that  river  and  its  iniinda- 
tlons. 

The  reader  may  not  be  difpleafect 
to  learn  the  ftate  of  Mr.  Bruce'u 
feelings  at  the  moment  he  was  ap- 
proaching to  the  accomplifhment  of 
his  favourite  objed.  "  We  faw,"  he 
obferves, "  immediately  below  us  the 
Nile  itfelf,  ilrangety  diminifhed  in 
iize,  and  now  only  a  brook  thnt  had 
fcarcely  water  to  turn  a  mill.  I 
could  not  fatiate  myfelf  with  the 
fight,  revolving  in  my  mind  all  thofe 
claflical  prophecies  that  Jiad  given 
the  Nile  up  to  perpetual  ohfcurity 
and  concealment.  Tho  lines  of 
the  poet  came  immediately  into  m.y 
mind,  and  I  enjoyed  here,  for  the 
firit  time,  the  triumph  which  already, 
by  the  protection  of  Providence 
and  my  own  intrepidity,  J  had 
gained  over  all  that  were  powerful 
and  all  that  were  learned,  fmce  the 
remoteft  autiquity. 

Arcaiuim    n.itura   cnput    non    nrcdiJit 

itlli, 
Nee    licitic    pojnilis   pnrvum   te,  Nile, 

videie, 
Amovirque  finus,  et  gentes  maluit  or- 

Mirari,  quam  nolTe  tuos." 

Luc  AN'. 

In  another  place — "  I  after  this 
came  to  the  ifland  of  green  turf 
which  was  in  form  of  an  altar,  ap- 
parently 
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parent!)'  the  work  of  art,  and  I 
Itood  in  rapture  over  the  principal 
fountain  which  rifes  in  the  middle 
of  it. 

"  It  is  eafier  to  guefs  than  to  de- 
feribe  the  fituation  of  my  mind  at 
that  moment:— ftanding  in  that  fpot 
which  had  b^ffied  the  genius,  in- 
duflry,  and  inquiry  of  both  ancients 
and  moderns,  for  the  cou;  fe  of  near 
3000  years.  Kings  had  attempted 
this  diicovery  at  the  head  of  armies, 
and  each  expedition  was  diftin- 
guifhed  f;om  the  lad,  only  by  the 
diftcrence  of  the  numbers  which 
had  perifhed ;  and  agreed  alone  in 
the  difappolntment  which  had  uni- 
formly and  without  exception  fol- 
lowed them  all.  Fame,  riches,  and 
honour,  had  been  held  out  for  a 
feries  of  ages  to  e\'ery  individual  of 
thofe  myriads  thefe  princes  com- 
jTiandcd,  Vv^ithout  having  produced 
one  man  capable  of  gratifying  the 
curiolity  of  his  fovereign,  wiping 
oft  this  flain  upon  the  enterprise 
and  abilities  of  mankind,  or  addin"- 
this  defideratam  for  the  encourage- 
*ment  of  geography. 

"  Sefollris,  one  of  the  earlieft 
and  greateft  conquerors  of  anti- 
.quity,  is  mentioned,  amidfl:  all  his 
viftorles,  earnellly  to  have  defired 
to  penetrate  to  the  head  of  the 
Nile,  as  a  glory  he  preferred  to  al- 
moft  univerfal  monarchy : 

Venit  ad  occr.fiim,  miindique  extrema 

Sefoltris, 
Et    Phaiios    currus   regiim  cervicibus 

egit : 
Ante    tamen   veflros    ananes,    RhoJa- 

numqiie  P.idumque, 
Qn.im  NiUim  de  fonie  bibit." 

Luc  AN. 

Whilft  Mr.  Bruce  was  congratu- 
lating himfelf  in  this  flrain  of  ex- 
ultation upon  the  fucceis  of  his  la- 
bours, it  is  hardly  poilible  to  fuppofe 


that  he  knew,  nor  yet  fair  to  con- 
clude him  ignorant,  that  his  difco- 
very  was  a  mere  nullity,  and  his 
triumph  over  the  antients  an  empty 
boafl.  Not  to  enter  into  his  dif- 
pute  with  the  jefuits,  it  is  evident 
that  th.e  llream  whofe  fource  he  dif- 
covered,  is  but  one  of  the  inimme- 
rable  rivulets  which  form  the  lake 
of  DambecaorTzana,  and  that  this 
lake  may  perhaps,  with  m.ore  pro- 
priety, be  called  the  head  of  the  Nile. 
But  be  this  as  it  may,  Mr.  D'Anville 
has  clearly  fl-iewn,  that  the  Nile, 
whofe  fource  the  ancients  fought 
for,  was  a  different  river,  or  at  leail  a 
fouthern  branch  ofthe  EgyptianNile. 
Befides,  the  moft  judicious  critics 
are  of  opinion,  that  when  the  an- 
cients fpeak  of  the  hidden  fources 
of  the  Nile,  they  generally  fpeak 
metaphorically  and  mean  the  caufes 
of  its  inundation.  Nor  yet  were 
thefe  unknown  to  them,  as  is  evi- 
dent from  the  account  which  Hero- 
dotus gives  of  information  he  re- 
ceived in  Egypt,  and  which  ag;ees 
in  almoil  every  particular  v/ith  that 
given  by  oar  author.  Indeed  Mr, 
Bruce  himfelf  acknowledges-,  tiiat 
his  theory  i?  the  fame  with  that  of 
Dem.ocritas  of  Abdera,  recited 
amongft  feveral  others  by  Diodorus  ' 
Siculus.  The  following  extract 
contains  the  fubftance  of  the  argu- 
ment by  which  he  fupports  his  opi- 
nion. 

"  Modern  travellers  have  found 
that  the  plentiful  fall  ofthe  tropical 
rains,  produced  every  year  at  the 
fame  time,  by  the  aiSlion  of  a  violent 
fun,  has  been  uniformly,  without  mi- 
racle, the  caufe  of  Egypt  being  re- 
gularly overflowed. 

"  The  fun  being  nearly  ftationary 
for  fome  days  in  the  tropic  of  Ca- 
pricorn, the  air  there  becomes  fo 
much    rarihed,    that     the    heavier 

winds^ 
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%vinds,  charged  with  watery  par- 
ticles, ruih  in  upon  it  from  the  At- 
lantic on  the  weil,  and  from  the  In- 
*iian  Ocean  on  the  eaft.  The  Ibiith 
wind,  moreover,  loaded  with  heavy 
vapour,  condenfed  in  that  high  ridge 
of  mountains  not  fir  fouth  of  the 
Line,  which  forms  a  fpine  to  the 
penjnfula  of  Africa,  and,  running 
nortliward  with  the  other  two,  fur- 
iiifh  wherewithal  to  reltore  the  equi- 
librium, 

*'  The  fun,  having  thus  gathered 
fuch  a  quantity  of  vapours  as  it  were 
to  a  focus,  now  puts  them  in  mo- 
tion, and  draws  them  after  it  in  its 
rapid  progrefs  northward.  Advan- 
l  cing  to  the  Line,  the  fun  brings  on 
a  few  drops  of  rain  at  Gondar  the 
lit  of  March,  being  then  diftant  5° 
from  the  zenith  ;  thcfe  are  greedily 
abforbed  by  the  thirlly  foil ;  and 
this  feems  to  be  the  forthell  extent 
of  tile  fun's  influence,  capable  of 
caufmg  rain,  which  then  only  falls 
in  large  drops,  and  lafls  but  a  few 
minutes :  the  rainy  feafon,  however, 
begins  moll:  fcrioully  upon  its  arri- 
val at  the  zenith  of  every  place,  and 
thefe  rains  continue  conftant  and  in- 
crealing  after  lie  has  pafled  it,  in  his 
progrels  northward.  In  April,  all 
the  rivers  in  Amhara,  Bcgemder, 
and  Lalla,  firll  difcoloured,  and  then 
beginning  to  fwell,  join  the  Nile  in 
the  feveral  parts  of  its  courfc  near- 
eft  them.  In  the  beginning  of  May, 
hundreds  of  ftreams  pour  therafelves 
•from  Gfijam,  Damot,  Maitlha,  and 
Dembca,  into  the  lake  Tzana,  which 
had  become  low  by  intenfc  evapo- 
ration, but  now  begias  to  fill  inlen- 
/ibly,  and  contributes  a  large  quan- 
tity of  water  to  the  Nile,  before  it 
falls  down  the  cataraft  of  Alata.  In 
the  beginning  of  June,  tiie  fun  hav- 
ing now  pafled  all  Abyffinia,  the 
.''vers  there  are  all  full,  and  then  is 


the  time  of  the  greateft  rains  in 
Abyffinia,  while  it  is  for  fome  days, 
as  it  were,  ftationary  in  the  tropic  of 
Cancer. 

"  Tiiefe  rains  are  colledied  by  the 
four  great  rivers  in  Abyffinia;  the 
Mareb,  the  Bowiha,  Tiicazze,  and 
the  Nile.  All  thele  principal,  and 
their  tributary  ftreams,  vvouiJ,  how- 
ever, be  absorbed,  nor  be  able  to 
pafs  the  burning  deferts,  or  find 
their  way  into  Egypt,  were  it  not 
for  the  White  River,  which,  rifmg 
in  a  country  of  almofi:  perpetual 
rain,  joins  to  it  a  never- failing 
llream,  equal  to  the  Nile  itfclf. 

'«  In  the  firll  days  of  May,  the 
fun,  in  his  way  to  the  northern  tro- 
pic, is  vertical  over  the  fmall  village 
of  Gerri,  the  limit  of  the  tropical 
rains.  Not  all  the  influence  of  the 
fun,  which  has  already  paft  its  ze- 
nith, and  for  many  days  has  been  as 
it  were  llationary  within  a  few  de^ 
grecs  of  it  over  Syene,  in  the  tropic 
of  Cancer,  can  bring  them  one  inch 
farther  to  the  northward.  Yet  all 
the  time  that  it  is  in  the  tropic  of 
Cancer  at  its  greateft  dillance,  thefe 
rains  are  then  at  their  heaviell 
throughout  all  i\hyillnia;  and  E- 
gypt,  and  all  its  labours,  would  foon 
be  iwept  into  the  Mediterranean, 
did  not  the  fun  now  begin  to  change 
its  fphere  of  aftion,  by  hallening  its 
progrefs  fouthward. 

•'  Fiom  Syene  the  fun  pafies  over 
the  deiert,  and  arrives  at  Gcrri; 
here  he  reverfes  the  efleds  his  in- 
fluence had  when  on  his  pafi'age 
northward;  for  whereas,  in  his 
whole  courfe  of  declination  north- 
ward, from  the  Line  to  Gerri,  he 
brought  on  the  rains  at  every  place 
where  he  became  vertical,  io  now 
he  cuts  oJF  thofe  rains  the  inftant  he 
returns  to  the  zenith  of  each  of 
Uiofe  places,  pafling  over  Abyflinia 
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in  his  journey  fouthward,  till  arrived 
at  the  Line,  in  the  autumnal  equi- 
nox, his  influen9c  ceafes  on  the  fide 
of  Abyffinia,  an.l  goes  to  extend  it- 
felf  to  the  foathcrn  hemifphere. 
And  fo  precifely  is  this  llupendous 
operation  calculated,  that,  on  the 
25  th  of  September,  only  three  days 
after  the  equinox,  the  Nile  is  gene- 
rally found  at  Cairo  to  be  at  its 
higheft,  and  begins  to  dimlnilh  every 
day  after. 

"  There  are  three  remarkable 
appearances  attending  the  inunda- 
tion of  the  Nile:  every  morning  in 
Abyllinia  is  clear,  and  the  fun 
fhincs.  About  nine,  a  fmall  cloud, 
not  above  four  feet  broad,  appears 
in  the  eafi,  whirling  violently  round 
as  if  upon  an  axis,  but,  arrived  near 
the  zenith,  it  firft  abates  its  motion, 
then  lofes  its  form,  and  extends  it- 
felf  greatly,  and  feems  to  call  up  va- 
pours from  all  oppofite  quarters. 
I'hefe  clouds  having  attained  near- 
ly the  fame  height,  rufii  againft  each 
other  with  great  violence,  and  put 
me  always  in  mind  of  Eiiiha  fore- 
telling rain  on  Mount  Carmel  *. 
The  air,  impelled  before  the  heavieft 
mafs,  or  fwifteft  mover,  makes  an 
impreffion  of  its  own  form  in  the^ 
colleftion  of  clouds  oppofite,  and  the 
moment  it  has  taken  poiVeffion  of 
the  fpace  made  to  receive  it,  the 
moil:  violent  thunder  poffible  to  be 
conceived  inllantly  follows,  with 
rain :  after  fome  hours,  the  fty  again 
clears,  with  a  wind  at  north,  and  it 
is  always  difagreeably  cold  when  the 
thermometer  is  below  63°. 

"  The  fecond  thing  remarkable 
is  the  variation  of  the  thermometer; 
when  the  fun  is  in  the  fouthern  tro- 
pic, 36°  dillant  from  the  zenith  of 
Gondar,  it   is    fel^om   lower   than 


72°;  but  it  falls  to  60°  and  59* 
when  the  fun  is  immediately  verti- 
cal ;  fo  happily  does  the  approach 
of  rain  compenfate  the  heat  of  the 
too-1'corching  fun. 

"  The  third  is,  that  remarkable 
Hop  in  the  extent  of  the  rains  north- 
ward, when  the  fun,  that  has  con- 
duced the  vapours  from  the  Line, 
and  fhould  feem,  now  more  than 
ever,  to  be  in  poffeiTion  of  them,  is 
here  over-ruled  fuddenly,  till,  on  its 
return  to  the  zenith  of  Gerri,  again 
it  refumes  the  abfolute  command 
over  the  rain,  and  re-conduds  it  to 
the  Line  to  furnifh  diltant  deluges 
to  the  fouthward." 

The  fourth  volume  contains  his 
return  from  the  ioarce  of  the  Nile 
to  Gondar — the  campaign  of  Ser- 
braxos,  and  revolution  that  follov.  - 
ed — his  return  through  Sennaar  and 
Befa,  or  the  Nubian  Dcfert,  and  his 
arrival  at  Marfeilles.  We  fhall 
m.ake  but  one  fhort  extraft  from  this 
velume;  it  is  an  account  of  a  phe- 
nomenon fo  finely  defcribed  by  one 
of  our  poets  : 

So  where  our  wide   Numidian  wafles  • 

exierid, 
Sudden  th'  impetuous  hurricanes  ds- 

fcend, 
Wheel  ihro'  the  air,  in  circling  eddies 

play. 
Tear  up  whole  plains  and  fvveep  whole 

fands  away. 
The  helplei's  traveller,  with  wild  fiir- 

prife, 
Sees  the  wide  del'ert  all  around  him 

rife. 
And,  fmother'd  in  the  dufty  whirl- 
wind, dies. 

"  On  the  14th,  at  fcven  in  the 
morning,  we  left  Afla  Nagga,  our 
courfe  being  due  north.  At  one 
o'clock  we  alighted  among  fome 
acacia- trees  at  Waadi  cl  Halboub, 


*  T  Kings,  chap,  xviii.  ver.  43 
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having  gone  twenty-one  miles.  We 
were  here  at  once  furprifed  and  ter- 
rified by  a  fight  furely  one  of  the 
moll  magnificent  in  the  world.     In 
that  vaft  expanfc  of  defert,  from  W. 
and  to  N.  W.  of  us,  we  faw  a  num- 
ber of  prodigious  pillars  of  fand  at 
difi^erent  diftances,  at  times  moving 
with  great  celerity,  at  others  talk- 
ing on  with  a  majcltic  flownefs :  at 
intervals  we  thought  they  were  com- 
ing in  a  very  ^cw  minutes  to  over- 
whelm us ;  and  fmall  quantities  of 
fand  did  adually  more  than   once 
reach  us.    Again  they  would  retreat 
fo  as  to  he  ahnoll  out  of  fight,  their 
tops   reaching  to  the  very  clouds. 
There  the  tops  often  feparated  from 
the  bodies ;  and  thefe,  once  disjoin- 
ed, difperfcd  in  the  air,  and  did  not 
appear  more.    Sometimes  they  were 
broken  near  the  middle,  as  if  ftruck 
with  a  large   cannon-ihot.     About 
noon  they  began  to  advance  with 
confiderable  fwiftnefs   upon  us,  the 
wind  being  very  rtrong  at  north. 
Eleven  of  them  ranged  alongfide  of 
us  about  th^  diftance  of  three  miles. 
The  greateft  diameter  of  the  largeft 
appeared  to  me  at  that  diftance  as  if 
it  would  meafure  ten  feet.     They 
retired  from  us  with  a  wind  at  S.  t. 
leaving  an  impreffion  upon  my  mind 
to  wjiich  I  can  give  no  name,  though 
furely  one  ingredient  in  it  was  fear, 
with  a  confiderable  degree  of  won- 
der and  atlonifiiment.  It  was  in  vain 
to  think  of  flying;  the  fwlftell  horfe, 
or  failed   failing  Ihip,  could  be  of 
no  ufe  Co  carry  us  out  of  this  dan- 
ger, and  the  full  perfuafion  of  this 
rivetted  me  as  if  to  the  fpot  where 
I  flood,  and  let  the  camels  gain  on 
me  fo  much  in  my  Hate  of  lamenefs, 
that  it  was   with   fome  difiiculty  1 
could  overtake  them." 

Mr.  Bruce  has  added  a  fifth  vo- 
lume, in  the  form  of  an  appendix. 

Vol.  XXXU, 


with  a  view  of  preferving  the  fub- 
jedl  of  natural  hiftory  dillinft  from 
the  other  objeds  of  his  travels.  He 
was  apprehenfive  that  by  prefenting 
the  two  fubjcds  promifcuoufly,  he 
might  incommode  and  difguft  botJi 
fpecies  of  readers. 

The  firll  portion  of  this  part  of 
the  work  treats  of  trees,  (hrubs,  or 
plants ;  and  in  the  feledling  of  them, 
our  author  obferves,  that  he  Las 
preferred  thofe  which,  having  once 
been  confidered  as  fubjeds  of  con- 
fequence  by  the  ancients,  and  treat- 
ed largely  of  by  them,  are  nov/ 
come,  from  want  of  the  advantage 
.of  drawing,  lapfe  of  time,  change  of 
climate,  alteration  of  manners',  or 
accident  befallen  the  inhabitants  of 
a  country,  to  be  of  doubtful  exiil- 
ence  and  uncertain  delcription. 

After  having  bellowed  his  firit 
confideiation  upon  thofe  that  make 
a  principal  figure  in  ancient  hillory, 
which  are  either  not  at  all  or  im- 
perffdlly  known  now,  his  next  at- 
tention has  been  given  ta  thofe 
which  have  their  ufes  in  manufac- 
tures, medicine,  or  are  ufed  as  food 
in  the  countries  he  is  dcfcribing. 
The  next  fubject  treated  of  are  the 
plants,  or  the  varieties  of  plants  un- 
known, whether  in  genus  or  fpe- 
cies. 

Amongll  thefe  he  gives  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  a  plant  called  by 
the  Abyllinians  Woogtnoos. 

"  1  his  Ihrub  is  a  produi^ion  of 
the  greateft  part  of  Abylfinia,  elpe- 
cially  the  fides  of  the  valleys  in  the 
low  country,  or  Kolla.  It  is  indeed 
on  the  north  fide  of  Debra  Tzai, 
where  you  firll  defcend  into  the 
Kolla.  This  drawing  was  made  at 
Hor-Cacanioot,  in  Ras  el  Fed 
where  the  \^'ooginoos  grcwo  a- 
bundantly,  and  where  dyfenteric* 
reign  continually,  Heaven  having 
N  put 
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put  the  antidote  In  the  fame  place 
where  grows  the  poifon. 

"  Some  weeks  before  I  left  Gon- 
dar  I  had  been  very  much  torment- 
ed with  this  difeaL',  and  I  had  tried 
both  ways  of  treating  it,  the  one  by 
hot  medicines  and  aftringents,  the 
ether  by  the  contrary  method  of 
diluting.  Small  dofes  of  ipecacu- 
anha under  the  bark  had  for  feveral 
times  procured  me  temporary  re- 
lief, but  relapfes  always  followed. 
My  ftrcngth  began  to  fail,  and, 
after  a  fevere  return  cf  this  difeafe, 
I  had,  at  my  ominous  manfion,  Hor- 
cacamoot,  the  valley  of  the  fhadow 
of  death,  a  very  unpromifing  pro- 
fpeft,  for  I  was  now  going  to  pafs 
through  the  kingdom  of  Sennaar  in 
the  time  of  year  wheo  that  difeafe 
mod  rages. 

"  Sheba,  chief  of  the  Shangalla, 
called  Genjar,  on  the  frontiers  of 
JCuara,  had  at  this  time  a  kind  of 
embaffy  or  meilage  to  Ras  el  Feel. 
He  wanted  to  burn  fome  villages  in 
j^tbara  belonging  to  the  Arabs 
Jeheina,  and  wifhed  Yafme  might 
not  proteft  them  :  they  often  came 
and  fat  with  me,  and  one  of  them 
hearing  of  my  complaint,  and  the 
apprehenfions  I  annexed  to  it,  feem- 
ed  to  make  very  light  of  both,  and 
the  reafon  was,  be  found  at  the  very 
door  this  (hrub,  the  rtrong  and  lig- 
neous root  of  which,  nearly  as 
thick  as  a  parfnip,  was  covered 
whh  a  clean,  clear',  wrinkled  bark, 
©fa  light-brown  colour,  and  which 
peeled  eafily  off  the  root.  The 
bark  was  without  fibres  to  the  very 
end,  where  it  fplit  like  a  fork  into 
two  thin  divisions.  After  having 
cleared  the  infide  of  it  of  a  whitilh 
membrane,  he  laid  it  to  dry  in  the 
fun,  and  then  would  have  bruifed 
It  between  two  ftones,  had  we  not 
ihewn  him  the  eafier  and  more  ex- 


peditious way  of  powdering  It  in  a. 
mortar. 

"  The  firll  dofe  I  took  was  about 
a  heaped  tea-fpoonful  in  a  cup  of 
camel's   milk;  I  took  two  of  thefe 
in  a  day,  and  then  in  the  morning  a 
tea-cup  of  the  infufion  in  camePs 
milk  warm.     It  was   attended  the 
firft   day  with   a   violent  drought, 
but  I  was  prohibited  from  drinking 
either  water   or   bouza.      1   made 
privately   a  drink   of  my  own;  I 
took   a   little"  boiled  water  which 
had  flood  to  cool,  and  in  it  a  fmall 
quantity  of  fpirits.     I    after   ufed 
fome  ripe  tamarinds  in  water,  which 
I  thought  did  me  harm.     I  cannot 
fay  I  found  any  alteration  for  the 
firll  day,  unlefs  a  kind  of  hope  that 
I  was  growing  better,  but  the  fe- 
cond  day  I  found   myfelf  fenfibly 
recovered.    I  left  off  laudanum  and 
ipecacuanha,  and  refolved  to  trufl 
only  to  my  medicine.     In  looking 
at  my  journal,   I  think  it  was  the 
6th  or  7th  day  that  I  pronounced 
myfelf  well,  and,  though  I  had  re- 
turns   afterwards,  I  never  was  re- 
duced to  the  neceffity  of  taking  one 
drop  of  laudanum,  although  before 
I  had  been  very  free  with  it.    I  did 
not  perceive  it  occafioned  any  ex- 
traordinary evacuation,  nor  any  re- 
markable fymptom   but   that   con-, 
tinued  thirft,  which  abated  after  it 
had  been  taken  fome  time. 

"  In  the  courfe  of  my  journey 
through  Sennaar,  I  faw  that  all  the 
inhabitants  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  virtues  of  this  plant.  I 
had  prepared  a  quantity  pounded 
into  powder,  and  ufed  it  fuccefs- 
fully  everywhere.  I  thought  that 
the  mixing  of  a  third  of  bark  with 
it  produced  the  effedt  more  fpeedi- 
ly,  and,  as  we  had  now  little  op- 
portunity of  getting  milk,  we  made 
an  infufion  in  water.  I  tried  a 
fpirituous 
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fpirltuous  tlndliire,  which  I  do  be- 
lieve would  fucceed  well,  1  made 
fome  for  myfelf  and  fervants,  a 
fpoonful  of  which  we  ufed  to  take 
when  we  found  fymptoms  of  our 
difeafe  returning,  or  when  it  was 
raging  in  the  place  in  which  we 
^chanced  to  refide.  It  is  a  plain, 
fimple  bitter,  without  any  aromatic 
or  refinous  tafte.  It  leaves  in  your 
throat  and  palate  fomething  of 
roughnefs  refembling  ipecacuanha. 

"  This  (hrub  was  not  before 
known  to  botanifts.  I  brought  the 
feeds  to  Europe,  and  it  has  grown 
in  every  garden,  but  has  produced 
only  flowers,  and  never  came  to 
fruit.  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Prefident 
of  the  Royal  Society,  employed 
Mr.  Millar  to  make  a  large  draw- 
ing from  this  flarub  as  it  had  grown 
at  Kew.  The  drawing  was  as  ele- 
gant as  could  be  wiihed,  and  did 
the  original  great  juftice.  To  this 
piece  of  politenefs  Sir  Jofeph  added 
another,  of  calling  it  after  its  dif- 
coverer's  name,  Brucea  Antidyfen- 
terica  :  the  prefent  figure  is  from  a 
drawing  of  my  own  on  the  fpot  at 
Ras  el  Feel. 

"  The  leaf  is  oblong  and  point- 
ed, fmooth,  and  without  collateral 
ribs  that  are  vifible.  The  right 
fide  of  the  leaf  is  a  deep  green,  the 
reverfe  very  little  lighter.  The 
leaves  are  placed  two  and  two  upa.n 


the  branch,  with  a  finj^le  one  at  the 
end.  The  flowers  come  chiefly 
from  the  point  of  the  ftalk  from 
each  fide  of  a  long  branch.  The 
cup  is  a  perianthium  divided  into 
four  fegments.  The  flower  has 
four  petals,  with  a  ftrong  rib  down 
the  center  of  each.  In  place  of  a 
piftU  there  is  a  fmall  cup,  round 
which,  between  the  fegments  of 
the  perianthium  and  the  petala  of 
the  flower,  four  feeble  ftamina 
arife,  with  a  large  ftigma  of  a  crim- 
fon  colour,  of  the  fliape  of  a  cofFee- 
bcan,  and  divided  in  the  middle." 

The  hirtory  of  birds  and  beafts 
occupies  the  next  place;  and  the 
rule  which  is  followed  here,  is  to 
give  the  preference  to  fuch  of  eacra 
kind  as  are  mentioned  in  fcripture, 
and  concerning  which  doubts  have 
arifen.  As  for  the  fifhes  and  other 
marine  produftions  of  the  Red  Sea, 
Mr.  Bruce  obferves,  that  his  induf- 
try  has  been  too  great  for  his  cir- 
cumftances,  and  that  he  has  by  him 
above  300  articles  from  the  Arabian 
gulph  alone,  all  of  equal  merit  with 
thofe  fpecimens  which  lie  har  laid 
before  the  public.  He  adds,  that  his 
moderate  fortune,  already  impaired 
by  the  expence  of  the  journey,  will 
not,  without  doing  injulUce  to  his 
family,  bear  the  additional  one  of 
publifliing  the  numerous  articles  hp 
is  in  pofleflipu  of. 


ff  « 
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CHAP.       I. 

Retro/peJlive  'vieiv  of  the  affairs  of  France  to-roards  the  clofe  of  the  year  17?^. 
State  of  Paris,  Sudden  and  frequent  re-volutions  in  the  government  and 
conjlitution  of  that  metropolis.  Body  of  ele8ors  appointed  for  the  prefent, 
tofupply  the  place  of  the  former  regal  and  Municipal  authorities.  Laudable 
conduct  of  the  eleSiorSy  and  great  benefits  derived  from  it,  in  prefernjing 
fomt  degree  of  order  and  peace  in  that  city.  Incidents  ivbich  led  to  their 
being  expofed  to  imminent  danger,  through  the  caprice  and  the  fufpicious 
difpojition  of  the  people.  Seemingly  apprehenfive  of  this  change  of  temper, 
they  had  the  fortune  previoujly  to  fecure  a  retreat,  by  inducing  the  people  to 
tleil  120  deputies,  ivho  n.vere  to  he  their  temporary  fucceffors.  The  divi- 
Jion  of  Paris  into  fixty  diftricls,  for  the  better  conducing  if  the  late  elec- 
tions for  deputies  to  thi  fates,  produdi've  of  many  confequences  favourable 
to  the  revolution,  as  ikjell  as  to  the  efiablijhment  of  form  and  order.  In 
each  of  thefe  diftricls  general  affemblies  luere  held,  ivhofe  refolutions  carried 
the  effeil  of  laivs,  and  the  moft  fcvereign  ails  of  authority  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  diftriSl,  nxere  difpenfed  by  its  oivn  adminiftration.  Thus,  Paris 
<was  rather  to  be  confidered  as  a  confederacy,  compofed  of  fixty  independent 
democratical  republics,  than  as  one  commonvjealth.  A  ft'w  demagogues 
aff'ume  the  lead  in  all  thefe  difiricls,  and  being  fupported  by  the  lov:er  orders, 
foon  oblige  people  of  charailcr  to  abfent  themfelves  from  thefe  affemblies. 
Infiances  of  the  noife,  diforder,  and  tumult,  luhich  prevailed  at  thefe  meet- 
ings. New  republican  clubs,  who  have  their  appendant  focieties  in  ez-ery 
ttivn  of  Franct,  foon  beccmt  ruleri  of  the  mobs  and  demagogues  of  Pans, 
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anci  at  the  fame  time  didattrs  tx>  the  7iat'ional  afemhly.     Injlances  from  A 
<tOriter  of  credit,  that  falfehocds  and  forgeries  njoere  the  great  and  conflaHt 
refources  of  the  cabals  in  Paris.     Parifians  noted  for  credulity,  and  at  the 
fame  time  for  the  extreme  fufpicioufnefs  of  their  nature.     Similar    injlances 
of  credulity  in  the  pro'vinces.     The  excejfi'ue  liberty  and  unbounded  licen- 
ticufnefs  of  the  prefs,  a  poiverfil  inftrutnent  cf  the  re-volutian.     The  literati 
ef  Paris  ejiimated  at    20,000,  and  thefe  diSlated  to  the  reft  of  the  nation. 
Unaccountable  and  indefetifible  fupinenefs  of  the  minifters,  ^vith  refped  to 
the  prefs.      Streinge  and  fatal  blindnefs  cf  the  tavo  frft  orders  of  the  fate. 
Famine,  as  a  caufe  of  general  difcontent,  another  ponxerful  inftrumoit  of  the 
re^jolution.     Real   or  imputed  condud    of  the  duke  of  Orleans.     National 
ti£embly  ferioufy  alarmed  at  the  conflagrations  and  mafjdcres  •which  nxsera 
fpreading  defolation  and  ruin  through  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  nobi- 
lity being  hunted  do-ivn  like  nx'ild  bea/is  in  federal  of  the  pro'vinces,     'J his 
imprefjion  cf  terror,  produces  the  extraordinary  e'vents  of  the  i^th  of  Augift. 
The  •vifcount  Noailles,  and  the  duke  d'' Aiguillon,  make  fpeeches  in    the  af- 
fembly,  in  nvhich  they  propofe  fubftantial  redrefs  and  relief  to  the  peafantry, 
hy  relinquifhing  and  aholijhing  thofe  parts  of  the  feudal  rights  and  duties, 
luhich  lay  the  heavieft  onj  or  nfjere  the  moft  complained  of  by,  that  order  of 
men,     A  fudden  fit    of  enthufiafm  fpreads  at   once  through  the  tnx)o  frft 
orders,  and  the  only  conteft  after  feemed  to  be,  i.vho  ftjould  facrifice  the  moft, 
And  ivho  ftjould  be   the  firft  to   offer;  nvhile    the   commons  feemed  loft    in 
4iftonift?ment  and  applaufe.     It  nvas  in  an  infant  decreed,  that  all  impofts 
fhould  be  equally  and  equitably  laid  on  ;  that  all  the  feudal  fer'vices  ftyould 
be  redeemable  at  an  equitable  price  ;  and  that  pcrfonal  fer'vitude  ftjould  be 
^.bolijhed  fur  ever,  ivithout  any  pur  chafe.     Thefe  are  folloived  by  a  facri- 
fice  cf  the  exclufi've  rights    cf  the  chace,    of  fijhing,    of  njjarren,   and  of 
dcje- cotes.     The   parij'h  priefts    tnake    an    offering  of  all  their  parochial 
perquifites,  and  the  beneficiaries  bind  thcmfelves  ne~cer  to  hold  a  plurality, 
Furious  other  refslutions  paffed  on  the  fame  night,  each  of  ^vuhich  n^as  frcm 
that  mojnent  confidered  as  an  irrevocable  decree,  and  afier^wards  made  the 
foundation  of  a  fonnal  lavj.     AJfembly  decree  a  medal  to  be  ft  ruck,  to  com- 
r,:ernorate  the  acts  of  this  glorious  ?iight.     They  likeivifc  confer  on  the  king 
the  title  of  Eeftorer  of  the  Liberties  of  France.     Solemn  Te   Deum  cele- 
i rated,  at  vjhich   the  king  and  the   national  affembly  affift.     Aftonift^ment 
end  difmay  of  the  clergy,  after  the  great  facrifices  nvhich  they  had  -volun- 
tarily made,  upon  a  motion  for  the  fequeftration  of  their  tithes.     Debates 
renevjed  v:ith  gnat  violence  on  the  foUov:ing  day.     Caufe  of  the  clergy 
eloquently  and  ably  defended  by  the  Abbe  Sieyes,     In  general    they  ftand 
firmly   in  fitpport  cf  their  rights.     Debate,  after  rnuah  tumult,  adjournsd 
late  at  ?iight.     Means  ifed  during  the  remainda-  of  the  night,  and  the  morn- 
ing,   to  bring  over  the   heads  of  the  clergy  to  a  confent.     Archbift:op  ef 
Paris,  in  the  name  of  his  brethren,  furrendei's  all  the  tithes  of  the  church 
into  the  hands  of  the  nation.     His  Jhcrt  fpeech  on  that  cccafion.     The  old 
provincial  names,  diftindions,  peculiar  right:,  and  privileges,  determined  to  be 
cbolifhed,  and  the  vjhole  nation  confclidated  into  one  compact  body,  and  under 
tag  eg^al  ftrm  of  ^overfftuent.     Deputies  of  privileged  tovins  and  diftridc 
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Tsake  a  furrender  of  their  charters  and  municipal  documents.  Proline^ 
i,vhich  poffeffed  a  right  of  taxing  themfel'ves,  renounced  that  right  and  their 
Jiates  together ;  and  the  parliaments  '-Mere  annihilated  as  ivell  as  the  pn~ 
njincial  Jiates.  All  fees  and  taxes  to  the  court  of  Rome  for  eiier  aboli^eli 
Sofm  ohfer-vations  on  the  precipitancy,  'with  •uhich  fxteen  lai'js  of  thi  utmoU 
moment  ivere  hurried  through  in  one  night ;  as  ijuell  as  on  the  bad  effefl  of 
pajjing  laivs  by  acclamation.  Nobility  and  clergy  in  the  pro-vinces  highly 
difcontented  ivith  the  conduSl  of  their  delegates  on  the  ^h  of  Auguji,  in  mak- 
ing fuch  'vajl  facrifces  -juithout  their  confent.  Several  members  of  tht 
afjembly  likenjjife  repent  their  o'wn  conceffions,  and  become  equally  dijjatisfed'^ 
Landed  proprietaries  at  length  take  up  arms  in  their  oivn  defence,  and  re- 
prefs  the  barbarous  ravages  of  the  peafantry.  King  appoints  a  neixi  minif- 
try,  nvith  the  approbation  of  the  ajjembly.  Dijlrejfcd  ftate  of  the  public ^ 
through  the  failure  of  the  taxes.  Loans  attempted  and  fail.  Scheme  of  pa- 
triotic contributions  adopted.  £ ! 
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King  and  queen  fend  their  gold  and fil'ver  plate  to  the  mint.  Patriotic  dona- 
tions incapable  of  relieving  tht  necejjlties  of  the  fate.  Extraordinary  tax 
decreed,  under  the  name  of  a  patriotic  contribution,  by  ivhich  each  man  <u:as 
to  contribute  one  fourth  cf  his  annual  revenue  to  the  exigencies  of  the  fate. 
Loud  complaints  and  violent  animof.tics  excited  by  this  partial  tax.  Em- 
bar  rafments  and  difficulties  ivhich  the  national  cjjembly  experienced  in  fram- 
ing the  ne-TV  declaration  of  rights.  Great  debates  upon  the  propriety  or 
inexpedience  of  adopting  the  mcafure.  Declaration  at  length  paffed  and  pro- 
mulgated. Saying  of  Mirabeau  upon  the  fubjeSl,  Ajjembly  divided  into  et 
nu?nber  of  feiiions  or  committers,  to  each  of  nvhich  is  ajjigned  fome  fpecifed 
part  of  the  jie-iv  confitution,  en  ivhich  it  is  to  7nake  a  report.  Grand 
quejlion  arijes.  What  Jhare  cf  authority  it  'voas  fitting  the  king  Jkould  pof- 
J'cJ's  in  the  nevj  legifaiure?  This  operates  like  a  touchfone  in  trying  every 
man's  pt  inciples,  and  compelling  him  to  an  open  avo^val  of  them.  Ajjembly 
arranged,  face  to  face,  in  t=wo  great  hojlile  divifecns,  apparently  equal 
in  Jlrength  and  nutnbcrs.  Fiok7it  ccjttejls  enftte,  and  are  fo  long  con^ 
tinued,  that  the  people  vjithout,  and  at  length  the  ixhole  nation,  becotrt 
parties  in  thejn.  State  of  the  parties  ivithin  and  'ivithout,  ivho  thus  di- 
'vided  the  ajjembly  and  the  nation.  King's  veto,  or  negative,  ivitb  refpeSl- 
to  the  pajf.ng  of  la--ws,  one  oj" the  fubjeds  moji  'violently  and  generally  agi- 
tated. Populace  of  Paris  interfere  openly  in  the  quejlion  of  the  veto  ; 
ivhile  the  croivds  in  the  galleries  of  the  ajjembly  become  Jo  daringly  auda- 
cious, as  by  hootings  and  revilings  to  endeavour  to  drovun  the  voices,  and  by 
inj'ults  and  menaces  to  deter  from  giving  their  votes  all  tho/e  members  Kvhf 
fupportcd  the  rights  of  the  croivn.  Long  lijls  of  members  luho  ivere  markid 
for  profcription,  and  defined  to  he  vidims  to  the  vengeance  cf  the  people, 
publijhed  in  Paris,  ana  diftributed  through  every  part  cf  the  kingdom.  Po- 
pular fermentiuicn  in  Paris  rij'en  nearlv  to  its  highejl  pitch.     The  notoriout 
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St.  Huruge,  attempts  to  have  the  king,  the  dauphin,  and  the  national  ajfcm' 
lly,  brought  to  Paris;  but   by  the  Jpirited  exertions  of  La  Fayette,  Baihyt 
and  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  the  leaders  are  committed  to  prifon,  ttnd  the  /edition 
quelled.     Hea-vy  complaints  made  to  the  ajjembly  by  fe-ueral  of.  its  members 
#/"  thofc  trea/lnable  attempts  againji  the  freedom  of  tlje  king,  as  --ivcll  as  of 
that  body  itfelf;  and  likeivi/e  of  the  lijls  of  prof  rip  t  ion  -which  '-Mere  pub- 
lished, and  of  the  incendiary  letters  by  ^.uhich  they  'were  continually  menaced 
I'jith  deli rud ion ;  but   Mirabeau  --with  his  faction  turn  the  •■vjhole  complaint 
into   ridicule.      Nujnberlefs   (harges  of  fuppofed  plots  and  confpiracies  noiy 
made  againji  the  royalijis;  ivhich  eJf'eStually  anfiver  one  purpofe,  in  exciting 
a  general  alarm  and  ferment  through  the  nation.      The  Parifans,  in  parti^ 
cular,  become  again  dangeroujly  outrageous,  and  e'very  thing  bears  the  fame 
afpeSl  as  in  the  preceding  months  offune  and  July.      In  this  fate  of  ajjairs, 
the  king,  ever  a-.-i/hing  to  prefer-ve  or  re/lore  tranquillity,  fends  Neckar  ai.-ith 
«  propofal  to  the  afembly,  declaring  that  he  nvould  be  contented  -ivith  a 
fifpen/ive  'ueto,  ivhofe  operation  Jhould  not  laft  longer  than  one  or  tivo  legij- 
latures.     This  propofal  received  -i-vith  fatisfaiiion ;    and  it  ivas  decreed, 
that  the  royal  ffpenfon  jhould  continue  during  tivo  Icgiflatures.     Great  de' 
bates  on  the  qucjlion,  ivhcther  the  national  afcmhly  jhould  be  compofed  of  one 
or  t-XKJo  chambers,     ^icjlion  at  length  carried  for  a  fugle  chamber  by  a  pro- 
digious majority.     Members  obliged  to  procure    certificates  honv  they  had 
ginjen  their  tjotes,  to  prefer-ve   their  houfes  and  families  from  defrudion. 
Ajjembly  decree,  that  the  legijJati-ve  body  jhall  be  rrnevued  e^very  t-xvo  years 
hy  elections.     Receive  a  letter  from  the  king,   containing  his  objedions  to 
certain  parts  of  Jome  of  the  wzu  lav:s,  <ivhich  occufons  much  dij'content  in 
the  ajjembly.    King  obliged  to  gi-ve  his  j'anSiicn  Jimply,  and  'without  comment, 
to  the  laivs  in  quejlion.     Things  tending  j'ajl  to  an  extraordinary  crifs  both 
in  Paris  and  Verjdilles.     Afjembly,  ho-voe-vcr,   confirm   the   hereditary  ftc- 
ctjfion  of  the  cro-ivn ;  and  declare  the  king^s  pcrj'on  facred  and  inviolable. 
Arrival  of  the  regiment  of  Flanders  at   Verfailles,  the  caufe  or  pretence  of 
the  enj'uing  mifchiej^s.     Entertainment  gi-ven  by  the  oficers  of  the  king's  lij'd 
guards  to  thoj'e  of  the  nevj  corps,  produdivc  of  much  licentioufncfs  and  folly. 
This  banquet  occafions  a  'violent  ferment  both  at  Paris  and  Verjdilles.     Nu- 
merous army  of  avomen,  after  plundering   the  to'wn   houj'e,   and  J'upplying 
thtmj'elves  'with  arms  and  artilleiy,  march  Jrom  Paris  to   Verjhilles.     Are 
folloi.ved  bf  unnumbered  bands   of  ruffians.     And  not  long    after   by    La 
Faseite,  at  the  head  of  a  ccn/iderable  army  of  the  national  guards.     Events 
of  the  ^th  and  bth  oj'  Ofiobcr.      King   and  royal  family  led  capti-ve  to 
Peris.      Tumult  in  Paris,  and  the  murder  of  a  baker,  Joon  after  the  arrival 
oJ'  the  national  affembtj,  occcfion  the  greateji  alarm  and  apprehenjion  in  that 
iody.     Severe  decree  pajfed,  by  I'jhich  the  magijlrates  are  empov.ered  to  pro- 
claim martial  lan.'j,  and  to  proceed  to  the  laji  extremities  in  rcprefng  thefu- 
turt  sutragc:  rf  the  mob.  •  La  Fayette  procures  the  Duke  of  Orleans^  departure 
is  England.  [27 


C  H  A  P. 


CONTENTS. 


C    H     A     P.        III. 

Effe£ls  of  ths  tranfacllons  in  France  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Grmi', 
Britain.  General  difpa/tticn  in  their  favour  at  the  commencemtnt  cf  the 
re^volution,    Various poliiical fpecul^itions  thireon.    The  evils  ivhithfolIo^Led 

J'orefeen  by  more  accurate  ehfer'vers,  and  particularly  foretold  in  the  celebrated 
'work  of  Mr.  Burke.  The  intereji  -which  the  French  lenders  had  in  in- 
volving the furrounding fates  in  the  fame  difraclions.  Their  attempts,  and 
the  ejf'ecis  of  them,  particularly  in  Great-Britain  and  Inland.  Meeting  of 
parliament.  Speech  from  the  throne.  Add<^ef  -voted  in  both  hcufcs  ^vithout 
debate.  ASl  of  indejunity  relative  to  the  order  of  council  for  fopping  the 
exportation  cf  corn.  Military  eftimates  animad'verted  upon  b\  Sir  Grey 
Cooper,  Mr.  Alarjha-m,  and  Air.  Fox  ;  and  defended  by  Mr.  Grenvilk  and 
Mr.  Pitt.  Some  exprejjions  of  Mr.  Fox,  applauding  the  French  re'voluticn, 
and  the  conduSi  of  the  French  army  on  that  occafion,  cenfured  by  Col.  Phipps. 
The  fame  fiibjei^  taken  up  by  Mr.  Burke.  His  fpeech  upon  the  Jpirit  and 
confluences  of  that  event,  and  his  regret  at  difering  in  opinion  from  Mr. 
Fox.  His  opinion  concer*ii*!g  the  conduct  cf  the  French  army,  and  con- 
cerning  the  comparifon  betixeen  the  French  revolution,  and  the  revolution  cf 
l6S8.  His  fpeech  recei'ved-njtth  general  applauje.  Mr.  Fox,  in  reply,  la- 
ments the  difference  of  opinion  between  them.  His  encomium  upon  Mr. 
Burke.     Explains  his  oiin  featiments  rtfpeHnig  the  French  revolution.    Pro- 

fifes  his  political  principles.  His  opinion  cf  the  re-volution  cf  1 688.  //// 
apology  for  the  excefjes  of  the  French  patriots.  Mr.  Sheridan  s  fpeech  up^n 
the  fame  occaficn.  Declares  his  entire  difference  of  opinion  from  Mr.  Burke. 
Defends  the  French  revolution.  Apologizes  for  its  exceffes.  Charges  Mr. 
Burke  nvirh  being  an  advocate  for  dejpotifm.  Complimtnts  the  marquis  de 
ia  Fayette, and  other  French  patriots.  His  opinion  cf  the  revolution  of  i6S2. 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  other  memhcrs,  rife  to  exprefs  their  obligations  anfi gratitude 
tv  Mr.  Burke  for  thefentiments  he  had  expreffed  during  the  debate.  [62 
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The  diffentcrs  encouraged,  by  the  fmall  majority  by  nvhich  the  motion  for  the 
repeal  of  tl?t  teji  and  corporation  ail  ivas  rcjefled  the  lafl  feffion,  to  renevj 
their  application.  Steps  taken  by  them  to  fupport  it.  Alarm  cf  the  friends 
of  the  eftahlijhed  church.  Mr.  Fox^s  fpeech  upon  moving  for  the  repeal.  His 
general  principles  of  toleration.  His  opinion  of  the  impolicy  and  ir.jujlice  cf 
tl^  tejl  laws.  Argues  from  the  merits  of  the  diffenters.  Urges  the  example 
of  France.  Cenfures  the  conduit  of  the  biJ1:op  of  St.  David^s.  Conclud&i 
ivith  declaring  his  determination  to  fupport  the  quefiin  he  had  brought  for- 
ivard  upon  every  future  occafion.  Motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt.  He  objeSls 
to  its  extent,  and  the  principles  on  ivhich  it  luas  fupportcd.  Is  cf  opinion  it 
tnlght  affed  the  jecurity  of  the  church.  He  conJidtrs  the  teji  Ails  as  proper 
X  n't  mint  f 
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reft  faints  on  the  prerogative  of  the  cro-ivn,  Animad-verts  on  the  attempts  cj 
the  liijfenters  to  ivf.ue7ice  7nembers  of  parliament.  Thinks  it  ivould  be  dan- 
gerous totruji  them  nxith  po'wer.  And  that  tcfts,  the  fe-verity  ofnvhich  could 
be  occafcnally  mitigated,  njoere  necejjary  to  enable  go'vernment  to  ivard  off 
danger  in  cafes  of  necejjity.  Mr.  Burke  concurs  ivith  Mr.  Fox  in  his  prin- 
ciples of  toleration ;  but  thinks  the  diffenters,  at  the  prefent  moment,  not  in- 
titled  to  indulgence.  Charges  them  -ivith  faSIious  and  dangerous  pradiccs, 
and  reads  'various  papers  infupport  of  his  charge.  Suggefs  the  propriety  of 
a  ne^v  tefl,  and  of  a  committee  to  enquire  into  their  recent  condud.  Mr^ 
Fox's  7notion  rejedled  by  a  majority  of  294  to  105.  Motion  by  Mr.  Flood 
for  a  reform  in  parliam-ent.  States  the  inadequacy  of  the  prefent  7node  of 
reprefe7itation,  Propofs  one  hundred  additional  7nembers  to  be  chofen  by  re- 
Jident  houfekeepers.  His  arguments  to  prove  the  neceJJity  of  a  reform.  An- 
fjucrs  objeiiions.  The  7notion  oppofed  by  Mr.  Wyndhain.  He  afferts,  that 
the  hoife  of  cotnmons,  as  at  prefent  conjlituted,  is  adequate  for  all  beneficial 
■purpofes.  An  fevers  the  ohjediojis  relative  to  the  American  auar.  Deprecates 
ifpzo'vations  funded  upon  theories.  OhjeSls  to  the  time  as  dangerous.  Mr^ 
Pitt  ohjeds  to  the  /notion  as  ill-tinted.  Sir  James  fohnjlone's  objeiiions, 
Mr.  Fox  fupports  the  motion,  and  anf^vers  the  objedion  of  its  being  ill- 
timed.  Mr.  Burke  in  reply.  Other  fpenkers  on  both  fides  the  quejHon. 
The  motion  agreed  to  be  'u^ithdra^ivti.  [  7 1 
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potion  by  Mr.  Montagu  for  increafng  the  falary  of  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe 
(f  CQ77imons.  He  jiates  his  prej'ent  emolu7nents,  argues  upon  their  i/ifuji- 
i^iency,  and propoj'es  that  they  Jhould  be  adnjanced  to  j^.  5,000  per  annum. 
Motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  HuJJey,  as  te/idi/ig  to  incrcafe  the  i/iflue/ica  of  the 
crozvn.  Supported  by  Mr.  Marjha7n  and  other  gentlemen.  Amendment  pro- 
pofed  in  the  co7n77iitUe  that  the  falary  foould  be  £.  6000  per  annu7n, 
ctid  carried  by  a  large  majority.  India  budget  opened  by  Mr.  Dundas, 
Co7nparati-ve  Jlate/nent  of  the  re-venues  and  charges  in  India.  Floui-iJhi/tg 
fate  of  the  compa7ifs  affairs  in  gC7icral.  Doubts  exprefed  by  Mr.  Huffey, 
Speech  of  Mr.  Francis  upon  the  affairs  of  India.  Proofs  of  the  com- 
pany's dijh-efs.  Objer-Jatio7is  on  the  duty  onj'alt.  Remarks  an  the  letter  of 
Lord  Corn-TX'allis.  Mr.  Devaynes  in  reply  to  Mr.  Francis.  Mr.  Dundai 
■af'crts  the  faljhood  of  Mr.  Francis's  fakement.  ReJ'olutions  pajjed  by  the 
co7n7nittee.  Sir  J.  R.  Miller's  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  com7nittee  on 
I'jeights  a7id  7neafures,  to  be  infertcd  entire  in  the  article  of  tfeful  projeds. 
Petitions  prefented  for  i^he  repeal  of  the  tobacco  excife  ad.  Motion  up07i 
that  jubjed  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  afferts  that  the  ad  had  endangered  the 
foreign  trade,  encouraged  fnuggling,  and  laid  the  ?na7ivfadurer  under  iffuper- 
able  hardjhips.  Mr.  Pitt  in  reply.  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Mr.  Wy7idham,  afid 
Mr.  Fox,  for  the  motion.  Rejeded  by  a  majority  of  191  to  147.  Bill 
faffed  to  explain  and  a/nend  the  tobacco  ad.  Claufe  to' grant  trial  Jty  juries 
njedtd.     Budget  for  the  year  1790.     Flourijhingjlate  of  the  finances  and 
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Proceedings  of  the  national  affembly  after  the  nei-j  Inxv  had  ejlablified  fc}*t 
order  and  fe.urity  in  Paris.  Apply  clofely  to  the  'vaji  mafs  of  public  bu/i- 
nefs  upon  their  hands.      Political  annihilatisn  of  the  ti'jo  firji  orders  cf  the 

fate.  New  lazvsfr  regulating  eledicns.  Appellation  cf  aclii'e  citizens^ 
to  -whom  applied.     Mud:  trouble  /till  -juith  the  provinces,  to  bring  them  to  a 

furrendcr  of  their  peculiar  rights  and  privileges.  France  at  length  divided 
into  eighty-three  departments,  and  the  term  Province  expunged  from  the 
language.  Creation  and  organization  of  municipalities.  Letters  de  cachet 
abolifoed.  Gabelle,  and  others  of  the  moji  obnoxious  taxes,  abolified.  AJfem- 
bly  enter  into  the  intricate  bufnefs  of  f  nance  ;  augment  the  pay  of  the  army  ; 
a7id  efahlijh  a  ne-tv  bank.  Gra::d Jchcme  for  feiztng  the  ejiates  of  the  clergy, 
and  ojfering  t':e?n  as  a  prefent  to  the  nation,  to  ferve  as  a  fund  and  fecu- 
rity  for  the  dfcharge  cf  the  public  debts,  aitd  to  anfier  other  important 
purpofes.  Some  diffuv.lties  and  objlrttdicns,  v:hich  appear  in  the  voay  cf  car- 
rying this  fchcme  into  execution,  are  fir  out-balanced  by  the  vajl  advantag:s 
vjhich  it  is  capable  of  producing.  Decree  pnjjcd,  vohicb  declares  all  the 
4cclefaj}ical  ejlates  to  be  at  the  dfpofal  of  the  nation.  Stipends  allotted  for 
the  maintenance  of  parijh  pricjls,  i£c.  Difcontents  rife  to  the  highejl  pitch 
amongji  the  clergy,  many  cf  the  bijhcps,  and  nearly  all  the  chapters  m  the 
kingdom,  protejl  againji  the  decree.  Combination  of  the  canons,  and  ended- 
fvours  I  fed  at  Rome  to  dravo  the  malediclions  of  the  church  upon  the  national 
ajfejnbly.  Great  prudence  and  addrrfs  difplayed  by  the  afjhnbly  in  its  tranf- 
aSions  v:ith  the  court  of  Rome.  Sovereign  pcntijf'  feems  to  be  fatisfed  vjith 
their  protejictions.  France  fi^arms  vcith  publications  of  every  fort,  in 
prcje  and  in  verfe,  againji  the  national  ajfembly,  its  proceedings  and  dtjigns^ 
Several  of  the  parliaments  attempt  to  be  treuhlefc?r^,  and protejl  againji  the 
decrees  of  the  ajfembly,  but  having  lofl  all  infuevce  vjitb  the  people,  are 
obliged  to  fubmit  reluctantly  to  their  fatr.  Parliament  of  Bourdeaux  con-, 
tinues  longer  in  a  Jiate  of  turbulence  than  any  cf  the  ethers,  and  endeavours 
to  excite  an  infurreilion  in  the  fcuth.     Stdries  of  plots  and  confpiracies  necef- 

fary  to  keep  the  minds  of  the  people  in  conflant  agitation.  Various  accufa- 
tions  agatnji  the  king' s  mirifers,  and  a  greater  number  againji  the  arifccratcs 
in  general.     Animojities  jo  violent  bct'>.icen  the  re7.taining  nobles  in  the  aj- 

fernbly,  end  the  dcmcc  rat  teal  lead:rs,  that  frequer.t  duels  art  the  co>fequtnce. 
Z  Kiiiicn., 
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Nation,  in  general,  /aid  to  be  unanimous  in  fupporting  the  ajfemhlyi  and  offers 
to  raije  three  millions  of  foldiers  in  defence  of  the  neiu  confitution.  Situa- 
tion of  the  captive  king  and  of  the  royal  family  in  the  palace,  no-iv  fate  pri- 
fon,  of  the  Thuilleries,  111  effect  produced  at  home  and  abroad,  and  nvorfe 
confcquences  likely  to  enfue,  from  the  king's  capti-uity,  nvhen  his  free  fanc- 
tion  is  neceffary  to  gi've  validity  to  their  laivs,  caufes  great  uneafnefs  in  the 
national  afjembly .  Scheme  formed  to  ob-uiate  thefe  difficult ies,  by  inducing  the 
kifig  to  appear  to  cotne  voluntarily  to  the  national  affembly,  to  declare  him- 
fe  if  fully  fatisfed  avith  all  their  proceedings,  and  that  he  confders  himfelf 
as  being  at  the  head  of  the  re-volutisn.  Liberal  conduct  of  the  affembly  nuith 
refpec't  to  the  civil  lif.  King  notvjithflanding  firmly  reje£is  all  the  perfua- 
fions  ifed  to  induce  him  to  pay  the  defired  vifft.  Great  diftreffes  of  the 
country.  20,ooo  people  fed  by  charity  at  Lyons.  6,coo  eflates  advertized 
to  be  fold.  Dccretot's  nible  manifa£iuries  at  Louviers  nearly  ruined.  Riots 
at  Verfailles.  Some  obfervations  on  the  extraordinary  condud  of  that  peo- 
fle  through  the  courfe  of  the  king's  troubles.  Pariftans  become  again  tumul- 
tuous, and,  lAjithout  regard  to  the  general  famine,  vuant  to  have  the  price 
of  bread  fixed  at  a  loiver  rate  than  it  could  have  been  afforded  in  the  mojt 
plentiful  fcafons.  Their  rage  increafed  to  the  higheft  pitch  upon  the  ac- 
quittal of  Bczenval  by  the  chatelet.  Form  a  plot  for  forcing  the  prifon, 
And  murdering  him,  on  their  ov:n  principles  of  fummary  jiifiice.  All  their 
fchcmes  ovcrthro-ivn,  and  Paris  reduced  to  order,  through  the  aJiivity  and 
•vigour  of  La  Fayette,  ^^vellfipporfcd  by  the  Bourgeoife  militia.  Surrounds 
a  body  of  \,\oo  of  the  mutineers  at  night,  and  makes  200  of  them  prifoners, 
Chatelet  proceed  to  the  trials  of  Lambefc,  Broglio,  and  others  of  the  prin- 
cipal refugees,  for  the  real  or  fuppcfed  plot  of  the  preceding  month  of  "July, 
jire  all  acquitted,  through  the  failure  of  any  evidence  to  fupport  the  charge. 
Various  ccnfpiracies  apprehended  or  fpoken  of  for  the  refcue  of  the  king's 
perfon.  The  fubjeSI  of  the  king's  infant  death,  as  the  affigned  penalty  for 
any  attempt  to  his  rejcue,  a  matter  of  public  converfation  in  all  companies 
and  among  all  ranks,  vcithout  the  fnialleji  exprejjion  of  horror,  at  the  idea  of 
fo  deplorable  a  catafircphe.  King^s  frmnefs  at  length  gives  'v.-ay,  and  he 
Jubmits  to  pay  the  propofed  vift  to  the  national  cffembly,  and  to  make  a 
fpccih  nearly  fimilar  to  that  prefcribed.  Affairs  of  the  clergy  finally  fettledf 
their  property  feized,  and  aff gnats  created.  [  I  ©7 
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Ineffectual  attempts  made  by  the  French  privileged  orders,  for  procuring  re- 
drefs  or  fucconr  from  the  neighbouring  continental  pojvers.  State  of  political 
affairs  in  Europe,  ivhich,  nvith  other  caufes,  tended  to  produce  that  indiffer- 
ence -ivith  refpeSl  to  France  v:hich  novj  appeared.  Courts  of  Madrid  and 
Turin.  Rajh  and  impetuous  proceedings^  along  nvith  the  contemptuous  lan- 
guage ufed  by  the  national  affembly,  ferves  continually  to  create  nev:  enemies 
abroad  as  ivell  as  at  home.  Wrong  offered  )o  the  German  princes  vuith 
tefpeLl  to  their  poffeffions  and  rights  in  Alface,  embitters  the  v:hole  empire 

again^ 
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againji  the  neiv  government,  and  implants  deeply  the  feeds  of  future  ctnten- 
tion  and  'war.  Wefi  India  colonies  thro^wn  into  a  fiate  of  the  utmoji  dif- 
crder  and  confufion,  and  at  length  precipitated  into  the  moji  dreadful fcenes 
of  defolation,  conflagration,  and  maffacre,  nuhich  terminate  in  final  dejlruc- 
tion,  by  aferies  of  ill-judged  and  precipitate  meafures,  of  impolitic,  impraSii- 
cable,  or  contradiSlory  decrees.  Great  diforders  in  the  army.  Soldiers  thrvw 
off  all  fubordination  and  difcipline.  The  people  being  noau  in  poffefp.on  of 
liberty,  a  defire  of  uncontrolled  rule  and  fever eignty  becomes  the  leading  and 
gtneral  pafpon,  a  cinumflanct  nvhich  fernjes  greatly  to  unite  them,  and  to 
firengthen  the  neiv  fyjlem.  The  nveak  attempts  of  the  royalifls,  and  the  con- 
tinual reports  of  plots,  confpiracies,  and  invafions,  caufe  fuch  a  general 
alarm,  that  the  pro'vinces  affociate  and  arm  ;  fo  that  France  feems  covered 
nxiith  camps  and  armies.  State  of  the  ariflocrates  and  parties  ad-verfe  to 
government.  Corfica  annexed  to  France  as  part  of  the  kingdom.  Applica- 
tion from  the  court  of  Spain  relative  to  the  difpute  ivith  England,  brings  on 
s.  debate  on  the  queflion,  in  nvhofe  hands  the  right  of  peace  and  ivar  Jhould 
he  lodged.  Second  application  from  Spain  brings  on  a  change  of  the  mi- 
niftry.  Mutiny  of  the  fleet  at  Brefl.  Anacharfis  Clootz  introduces  to 
the  affembly  his  ambaffadors  from  all  mankind.  Decree  for  abolifhing  all 
titles,  and  obliterating  all  memorials  of  nobility  and  family  diflinciion,  for 
ever  in  France.  Grand  national  confederation  at  Paris.  Bloody  contefl 
at  Nancy.  Mr.  Neckar  quits  the  kingdom,  after  various  difgraces,  and 
varrovjly  efcaping  the  fury  of  the  Parifians.  Schifm  of  the  French 
clergy  ;  the  greater  part  ef  ivhom  fubmit  to  the  lofs  of  their  penflons,  and 
to  expulfion  from  their  pafioral  duties,  rather  than  to  take  the  nexvly- 
prefcribed  oaths,  [  j  j  i 
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